. common knowledge, but seldom

' gelyes what Christ has rescued men !
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The prospect of the future, vemer-
eble brethren, is not without anxiety,
but on the contrary there are mauy
grave reasons for alarm, and the oc-
casioning causes of mischief 1n public
apd private are pumerous and long-
standing. And yet some hope and
consolation the end of the century
does seem, by the Divine mercy, o
bring. No one would refuse to admt
the general influence for good of in-
creased seyious thought among the
well-disposed and of the revival of
Christian faith and piety, aud there
are unmistakable signs of these vir-
tues being at the present time revived
or confirmed in many. In the midst
of the allurements of the world. and
in spite of many obstacles in the path
of piety, large multitudes. at the mere
suggestion of the Pontiff. flock from
all sides to the threshold of the Holy
Apostle; citizens and foreigners alike
show their devotion to their religion.
and, confiding in the proffered indul-
gences of the Church, eagerly seek the
means of attalning their eternal sal-
vation Nor could any one fall to be
moved by the extraordinary outburst
of plety which has been dispiayed to-
wards the Saviour of mankind. The
ardor with which so many thousands,
from East and from West, have unit-
ed in confessing the Name of Jesus
Christ and celebrating His praises 13
not unworthy of the best ages of the
Christian faith. Would that these
dvursting flames, as it were, of relig-
gious zeal such as our

~%new, might De the precursors of a
great ' and general conflagration
Would that the excellent example of
so many might stir and awaken all
besides' For the age neeus more than
anything the restoration, in every
nation alike, of Chnistinn disposition
and of the virtues of old times. It 1is
a calamitous circumstance that so
many turn a deat ear and refuse to
attend to the admonition vonveyed by
such a reawakening of piety. If
they “‘knew the gift of God,” if they
constdered that nothing more miser-
able could bappen to them than to
have revolted against the world's De-
liverer utnd to have forsaken the
Christian life and 1pstitution, they
wouid surely arouse themselves and
tasten their own motiou to turn and
fee from the destruction most cer-
tainly impending over them.

To uphold on earth and to extend
the reign of the Son of God, and to
promnote the salvation of men by the
dissemination of Divine benefits, 18 80
greatly and so peculiar a manner the
office of the Church that her entire
authority and power mainly rests on
the performance of this task. To this
end We trust We have labored, to the
best of Our power, in the difficult and
very anxjous administration of our
chief Pontificate; while 1t is your or-
dinary and, indeed, dally practice,
Venerable Brethren, to'spend especial
thought and vigllance along with Us
i{n the same concern. But both you
and We ought, in these times, to make
still greater efforts, and, in particu-
jar, on the occasion of the Jubilee, 0
endeavor to spread more widely the
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ,
by teaching, persuading and exhort-
tng, if, perchance, Our voice may be
heard. We do not mean so much by
those who are accustomed to recsive
Christian addresses with attentive
ears, as by the unhappy remainder,
who, while retaining the name of
Christian, pass their lives without
either faith in Christ or love for Him.
For these especially We grieve; these,
tn particular, We would fain have
consider both what they are doing and
whither they are going, unless they
bethink themselves in time,

Nover to have known Jesus Christ
in any way is the greatest misfor-
tune, but involves no perversity or in-
gratitude. But to reject or forget af-
ter having known Him, argues such
horrible and insane wickedness as to
be scarcely credible. For He is'the
origin and source of all good, and
gust as mankind could not be deliver-
ed but by the sacrifice of Christ, so
neither can it be preserved but by His
power. “Neither is there salvation in
any other. For there is no other
pame under Heaven given to men
whereby we must be saved.” (Acts
iv. 12. What the life of mortals is, if
Jesus bas no place in it, Jesug “the
Power of God and the Wisdom of
God, what their actions and their
end, may be learnt from the example
of those pations who bad no Chns-
ti illumination. Any one who re-
calls for a moment the blindness ot
their mind, which St. Paul already al-
tudes to (Rom. i. 21), the depravation
of their nature, the 'monstrosities of
their vices and superstitions, must
feel penetrated with horror, and, at
fhe same time, with pity for them.

What we here speak of is matter of
ré-
@ected or thought upon. There would*

not be o many estranged by pride or {

1 - tanging back through sloth and indo-
* lence were the recoil

" benefits generally preserved, and did

tions of Divine

forefathers

rying (o destxructior, epthiralled by
dreadtul eviks already, indicated, and'
' by others which the sin of our first;
parents had prodaced, evils beyond;
the power of man to remedy, when,
Christ our Lord appeared, coming
down from Feavenr to deliver us. in:
the first dawm of the world's histocy
God Himself had promised Him to %,
to quell apd conguer **the serpen;”
succeeding ages looked forward
His asdvent with eager longing. .xoly:
prophets had long and plainly iore
toid that om Him all our hopes de-
pended; nay, the various fortunes of:
|{he Chosen People, their history, thelr
\peiitutions, thelr laws, their sacri-
fces and ceremonies, clearly and dis-
tinctly had prefiguared, that the sal-
| vation of Bbumap kind would be
'wrought and completed in Him, whol
it was declared should bs at once the
|!Hgb Priest and Propi‘iatory Victim,
the Restorer of human lberty, <he
Pr.nce of Peate, the Teacher of all
pat:ons, fourding a kingdom which
should endure forever. By these
titles, and under these images and
prophetic utterances, of various kinds,
but agreeing in sense, He was pointed
out as the Ome and Only who for the
exceeding love wherewith He loved
us should one day give His life for ouy
salvation. Accordingly, when the titne
ol the Divine counsel was ripe, tke
Only-Begottem Som of God, being;
made man, offered an abundant and
comnplete satisfaction for men tlo the
offended Deity of His Father, and
made His own the human race Which
He had purchased by so great a sac-
ritice. **You were Dot redeemned with
corruptible things as gold and silver
¢ s ¢ hut with the precious blood ot
Christ, as of & lamb unspotted ahd un-
defited.” (1. Peter i. 18, 19.)

Accordingly, all men without excep-
tion being already subject to ks
power and sway, because He is the
Creawr and Preserver of all, e made
them His s second time by redeeming
them (A thié tFusst ~and most IeTrdl]
sepse. °"You are mot your own, for
you are bought with a great price.”
(I. Cor. vi. 19, 20). Hence all things
are by God re-established in Christ
“The mystery of His will, according
to His good plessure, which He haun
' purposed o Him, in the dispensation
:or the fulness of imes, to re-estahiish
val things i Christ.” (ESph. 1, 4, 14
Jesus having blotted out the hand-
writing which was contrig,v t0 us,
‘fastening it to the Cross, uumediately
the wrath of Heaven was appeaseq,
the disordered and vagrant race of
!mvn had the bonds ot tne.r ancieat
siavery loosed; the mind of God re-
vconclled to them, grace restosed, a
i\\uy vpened tO oternal happiness, and
jbuth the title to possess 1t g.ven vack
iand the mesns of atlun.ng :t afvru-
ed Then, a5 though awasened from
8 iong and deadly lethargy, man be-
heid the hight of (ruth so iong uesired
{for generauoms ond sought 1n vain,
he recopnized, iD especial, that he was
born oy much higher and more spien-
did things than those of sensible per-
ception, 11all and leeting. to which he
had formerly conined his thoughts
and anxleties, and that this was dn
fine the constitution and supreme law
of ruman life, the end, as it were, t0
which most all must be referred, that
a8 w¢ came from God so we might
one day returm to Him. From this be-
ginning and om this foundation the
consciousness of human dignity was
re stored and 1ived agamn; the sense of
& common bdrotherhood took posses-
sion of men's hearts; their rights and
duties In consequence were discovered
o1 perfected, and virlues sprang up
everywhere beyond the lmmagination or
conception of ancient philosophy. o
men's projects, manner of life, and
characters chamnged, and the knwledge
of the Redeermrer having spread tar
and wide, and His power having pene-
trated into the very lite-blood of na-
tlons, expelling their igmnorance and
former vices, & marvelcus transform-
ation supervened, which, .origiuaiing
in Christian culture, utterly altered
the appearance of the inhabited giove.

In recalling these things, venerable
trethren, there 8 infinite sweetness
to be found, at the same time that a
serious waring {s conveyed—namely
with our whola hearts and minds To
return thanks, and see that others, S0
tar as may be provided, return theml
to our Divine Saviour.

We live in an age far removed from
ihe first origin and eomnencement of
our redemption; and yet that necd
make no difference, since ‘redeeming
power {8 everlasting, and the benefits
there of abide in permanent and un-
dying fulness. He who omnce restored
our fallen neture, He also preserves,
and will continaually preserve it. “IHe
gave Himself a redemption for ail.”
(1 Tim. ii. 6); “in Chnst all shall be
made alive,” (1 Cor. xv, 22; ““ang of
His kingdom there shall be no end.”
(Luke {. 33). Thus, according to the
eternal coupsel of God, the salvation
of all and each wholly depends on
Christ Jesus; those who forsake Him,
by that very act seek, in their blind
jnsanity, their own destruction  pers
gonally, while at the same time, so
far as their part is concerned, they
make society in general fall back into
the very morassof evils and calami-
tles from which the Redeemer, With
His love for ¥xmankind, had delivered
them. Y

Very fax do men wander in devious
error from’ihe goal they seek once
they have plunged into by-paths away
from the high road, Or again, it the

people more frequently remind them-
trom,. and to what He has brought
yisan iwce f0r DGNY yeATE Wis hur

them, . Disinherited and extied, the]
deluded opipidmin Wi

pure, upgullied: light of truthk be re-
jected, darkiess 8 meceoarily poured
over men’s mEindl, and they are

Jesus Christ, but only on the cnei-

suls and discipline of life,

|maerey the natursf ptecepls of
JWHAL supers i Jore

who forsake the fountain &mnd »Ceurcy
of life ﬁt Christ is alone ibc way,
the truth and the life. gJabn xiv
6), so that if we desplse Him  we
lose those three essemtlabs of ‘ous
heath and sanity.

There ls no need to argue wha¥ ex-
norience continually teaches and =voat
every one inwardly feels, even \t the
mmost abundant afluence, that there
is nothing €lse but God ln whick lhe
heart of man can find abseluto and
complete repose. The finxi cause Of
man 8, in truth, God;

Clrist, then, is for us “the way,”” be-
ceuse from this meortal jhurneying of
ours, so loilsome bhesides and S0 Lad
ardous. We can only aitala to God.. vy
chief and final good, with Chrust te

2o the Father but by me.” (Johr Xxiv
6). "Buiby me” Thatiito s$y st
aund chiefly, by His g -ace. et, 1{I
His precepts and laws are desprised
His grace 18 “vold.” Jesus Churist
left us His law, which alone jemained
when He wrought our silvation, and

to guard and direct mankind. so £hat
under guldance of His 1aw men m#Eght
faoly reach their God. “Go teack: yo
asl nations * * °* teaching them
Lo observe all things . whatsover- |
hats commanded you” (Matt xxvill
19, 20). "Keep my commandmerts.”
(John xiv., 15). By this we ought to
unedrstand that it ls an 2bsolutely
essential thing in Christia pro-
fession to display docility to the 3re-
cepts of Jesus Cbrist, and 10 have our
wills submissive and devoted to Ellm
as our Lord and Suprems Ruler. A
great thing to wundertake and 1ro-
quently entalling a hard struggle and
demanding much labor and sirung
resolution. For, albeit human naZure
has been restored by the sacrifice of
our Redeemer, yet there survives o

K 3 €N . [}

wenkness and corruption.
The various appelites hurry a rman
hither and thither, and
ments of external things 1impd  the
mind to follow its own pleasure In
place of Ohrist's command. But yet
we must struggle and fight against
our desires *“unto the obedience of
Christ ;" unless they are subservierxt o
reason, they become our masters, and,
rotbing Christ of us, make us body
and soul their slaves. “Men corrupt
in mind, reprobate concerning the
Faith, do not deliver themselves fxrom
slavery ¢ * ¢ for they are siaves
to three sorts of desire, that of Péeus-
ure or of excelllng others, or of exmp-
ty show." (8t. Aug De vera nl. 37).
In this contest every one ought to be
of ouich a diwposition as to feel bound
t» take upon himself{ trouble and <lis-
advantage for the sake of Christ. It
is dificult to refuse things which 8o’
strongly attract and charm; it is rard
to desplse bodily goods as they are
csteemed, and those of fortune, In
submission to the will and command
of Chri¢t our lord, but a Christian
mist be always brave and strong 1w
endure, if he would pass his term of
life like a Christian. Have we <£or-
gotiten what s the body of which we
are members, and who fs our Head?
He having joy set before Him endured
the cross, and has given us Hig pre-
cept to deny ourselves. The digreity|
of human nature itself deponds on tho
dasposition of mind spoken of ~ For,
as even the ancient philosophy mot
seldom perceived, it 1s not by any
means poverty of spirit to rule onag's
seif and to make the lower part of ouwr
nature obey the higher, but it s rath-
er o noble kind of virtue marvelowsly
agreeable to reason and most worthy
of a man. : -
However, to suffer and to hear {8 the
lot of humanity. Man can N0 mwAre
construct for himself a life free from
pain and replete with every happiness
than he can annul the counsels of his
Divine Creator, who has willed that
the consequences of our anclent tault
sbould remain in perpetuity. It 18
proper, therefore, not to look for an
end of pain upon earth, but to
strengthen our mind to bear paln,
which, in fact, educates us to the at-
tainment of the greatest of all good
things for which we hope. For it Is
not to wealth and luxury, nor to
worldly honors and power, that Christ
has promised eternmal happiness fn
Heaven, but to patient suffering sid
tears, to the desire of justice and to
the clean hesrt,
Hence it is easy to see what oughi
ultimately to be expected from' the er-
ror and pride, of those who, despising
the supremacy of the Redesuxer,
give man the highest place, and hold
that human nature should bear rmle
eéverywhere and in every case; at £he
same time that they not only fail to
attain such a kingdom, but canmof
even define its nature. The kisgdom
of Jesus Christ obtains its form aad
virtue from the Divine charity; holy
and pure affection is its foundation and
crown. The punctual observance of
our duties necessarily follows—noi 10,
wrog our neighbor, to esteem the
earthly less than the heavenly, to el
the love of God before all else. But
the reign of man, either opemly =%
jecting Christ or neglecting Him, con-
sists entirely in the love of self; chamr-
ity there is none, and devotion I8 Fg«
pored. Rule, indeed, man * may i

tion that first of all he serves God,
and religlously finds in- His Iaw the

. »

By the hw of Christ 'we mreant ot ;
o

‘ried aairsy in all dfrectiions by
it Snanilewt:

'

L <
hope <

love;

guide and Gtrect us. “No m=a1 eoxmat’

and in communities so far as to

the allwure-'

| Creatof sud Flrst Cpuss:

e | can there De for the Reakm oI 1 1082 cpyist perlected and uraugﬁt o the

highest finiah by His explanation, in-
terprotation and ratification; bdut we
mean besldes : '

Or can any one name sny institution
of Christ which she dpes not  fully
embrace and inciude Indead, by the
roinistry of the Church, sa gloriously
founded by Him, He wil
; uate the office assigned to Him by His
, Father, and having on the one part
conferred upon her all effectusl alde

an@ the t.me for human salvation He ordsined
we spend oa earth Is most iraly 1R} with the utmest emphasis on the othe
ened  and compared to o pllgnmcage | er that men should be subject to her

as to Himselt, and zealously follow

" her guidanece in every departtuent of
' life: «*“He that heareth you, hearoth
Me; and he that despiseth you, de-
' spiseth Me.” (Leuke x. 16). So the
law of Christ is always to be rought
:trom the Church, and therafare, as
- Christ i{s for man the way, so likewise
is the Church the way. He in Hime
self and by His proper nature, she by
His gift cemmitted to her and by
sharing in His power. Op this ac-
count those who wwould strive for sal-
vation apart from the Church, err
from the way and strive in vain,

The case of governments is much
the same as that of individuals; gov-
ernments algo must rTun into fatal
istues, if they departi from “the wap.*”
The Creator and Redeemer of human
pature, the Son of God, is King and
Lord of the worlfX, and hplds absolute
sovereignty over men both individ-
ually and in ¢commmunity.  “He hath
glven to him power and honor and
dominion, and all peoples, tribes, and
langnages shall gerve him,” (Dan, vii,
“Yet am ! established king by

Him * * * I will Zivo thee the natibna
i for thine inheritance, and the ends of
the earth for thy possession.” (Ps.
ta1. 6, 8).
ought to hold sway in human soclety,
be the
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than private life. This being supers
naturally thus appointed and provide
ed, no one may resist with impunity,
and it i i1l for any commonwealth in
which Christian Enstitutions are Dot
allowed their proper place. It Je-
eus be excluded, &nd human ma\son’ia
left without Iits %reatest protection
and {llnmination; the very notion im
feasily lost of the ond for which God
created human soclety, and which
mainly consists (m this, that by help
of their civil union the citizens should
attain thelr natural good, but certain-
1y in & way not to conflict with that
fighest and most perfect and endur-
ing good which I8 above nature., Gove
ernors and governed alike travel a de-
vious road, thelr minds busy with &
hundred confused projects; they have
mo safe guide to follow and no fixed
principles to ablde by.

Just as it is misorable and okRlame
{tous to wander out of the way, so it
is to desert the truth. But the prime
and absolute and essential ¢truth °‘is-
Christ as the Woxd ot God, con-sub-
stantial and co-eternal with the Fath-
er, He and tho Father ong. *“I amr
the Way and the Truth.” According-
1y, If truth is sought, let human res-
son first of all obey Jgpus Chriet and
rest secure {i His magisterium, be
cause by Christ’s volcs speakg the
truth itself B

Human intelligence has a wide fleld,
and ons propéfly belonging to it, in

2T 1ile

which to employ itself freely with ob- , by the s

servation and experiment; nature not
only allows of this, but evidently re~

quires it. But for the mind to fefuxs |OUT

to be confined within its own lmita~
tions, to have no proper modesty, aud
to scorn the authority of Christ's
teaching-~that is ' sheer  Wwickedness
and in .deflance of nafure:. The dop=-
trine, on which the salyation of 4if

depends, is, genermlly speaking, about ;80

God and divine things; it was not cre« |
ated by any man”s wisdom, but the
Eon of God recelved it in Iz tatalit
from His Father. “The words which:
Thou gavest Me, I have given them.” .
‘(John xvii. 8). Accordingly, it neces-
sarily includes much that without be«
dng contrary to reason, for that cin-

and particular institutions. Of these
jnetitations the Church ig the ohief. |

A s—

led to perpet.! the trixth

Therefore, the law of Christ |

{ubovn wa ildded

Be

“You shali know the fluth, aand
truth shall make you Iree”™
vill, 833, It s plan, therefore, that
those welose mind refusys 16 ckuowls
edge Chulst are chefinplaly . stxiving
( the divine aubjection, they
. more thelr owh agters for th
| will' coane under some himdan
, ¥ty; they will chooss, indeed, as men:
do, konxe one to luten 19, to obey, and
to follow aa thelr master, Besldes this]
debarring themelvés from - theologle | 4
cal studies and.confiang the exarcisef —.o o
of their minds within & niord erevast 3y
scribed sphere, they will oome = less:
efficiently irained to the conmideration
, OF gubjects with which. reason proper-|
iy dealw. Tlhere wp many things n
mature on the investigation or. explix
cation of which shulogy sheds cobsids| 4
erable ight, ‘And oftau God, 16 puns|
ish men:°g pride, #ulters thom tomintake | 2o
the truch, aud to pay the natura) pens’
, alty. For ane or other of thote resi
| SOLS VEI} ALY Ten- ifAy- stem e
dowed withr great jptellectual  ockores
ity, angd of consimnmate erudition, ‘who
bave nevertheleds In thelr investiges:
tions of natute arrlved at the most
ahlnur‘d and &ﬁrigoua blundexs, -, &
t is certain, thereforo, thet ~id}
Chilstimnity the uujerstinding shoyid |

Vs wi and up edly.sadigtod-t
It whed rexson

(AR AE

tho divine xuthoxity.
thus submits, Qur-- spiritual’, pride, ¢
| which i »0 strouy in e, Milfers Yes
preasion, and feols paln, that prover | i e
all the xore that Ih-& Christian {hore |- 1h
ought to be patieht enduraice. dot} to 3
merely of the will, but of tha mind as o wrlll
well. ‘Wo wonld remind of this those | thalr duty;
who doesmn. of, and wonm;‘,g{xqmzy “eilet . keep Juy
prefer 20 have, some’ discipline ‘ol would: by smved, the othex B
thought and act in Christian prodes«§ st Whow tempamimos  widin
A s ndifent b0 Hamn BTy, | Do e R L
requiriag trom us littls en&nﬁnm»i;‘i A t:hg P
nong. “lhéy tave no nottol- of ~thy

ard of o and ablilng b‘mﬂindﬂ INE
only, but In desd and i truth

Lite. AJl other beligs parfake of, B
“the Life" equally us “the Truth; be« | |
itg uitirnate aid most august  bexl

have no notholl of{hy:
spirit of faith and of Chris€iin ipatls
tutlons, they do not mef thmt, dvexys |
wharo thoe Cross. mosts us, the stand. |
who would follow Ohrishnokin nume |-
1t 'bolongs to God alons to-be the
are not, Lifs, But froar it eternity, |
and by His propor natire Christ
ing God of God. Vrom Him, as. from:
ning, all ‘mundane lite hax be

foxever will -be, imparted; &1}
has it boing from Him;
by Him, for by the Word.all
wero made; -aud withojt - H
_gothing mads Weis

o, mxach -for

much naore de
- Of "grece,

“Tho just man. v
$4. 1)y “Without faf
plé to please God”. |
tollows that

not posgibly be, i atill heyond -the
reach of our thought as much &8s is

the comprehension of God in His en ‘mt 4mmr
eential being. Bat it may bo sald, it ' ministiy

there are 50 many things in ' ngture '
4tgelf mysterious and obscure, 'which '
no human intelligence Jan  explain,
and yet which no one in his sense

would presume to doubt, it will bs & |

perverse freedom of thought not o
be satiefled with things exlsting oubs

side the domain of ntaure altogethedy. ! Vi

ministiad
taous und
thas cohrl

s

supernatural, beyond ¢ur apinds 4o

fathom, .If people refuse to hive dogs

mas, it evidently meins that they do- | i 1

not wish to have any Christisnity |t

either, The mind must be sublected |

humbly and guhmissively “to the ohes. | ou:

dience of Christ” 8o as to be held, as
it were, captive to His will and ‘soy~
ereignty, “Bringing Into capiivity ev~ |
ery understanding unto the oliedience
of Christ.”
the obedience which Christ. wills, &
by good right, to have oftéred: to. Hir
inasmuch as He ls God, and has thers
fore supreme sovercigity over th
derstanding équslly as over th
of man. o IR ™ K s

There {8 nothing setvile in sel
Christ Our Lord with the unerstand-.
ing, but this Is cwwecially covgonant
"to reason and to, our native = supres. -

macy, For a man does not thussubs
mit 'h'ia

will t6 the govereiguty of any
fellow nun, but tS'ihat of. God«.th

(2 Cor. %, 5). - Such~is .

8
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