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Jenniébad promised Professor Seig-
fried not to communicate with the di-
rector of police, and she now wondered
whether she wonld be breaking her
word or not if she let that official
know the result of her investigation
when it conld make no difference, one
way or the other, to the professor. If
Professor Seigfried counld have foreseen
his own sudden death, would he uot,
sahe asked herself, have preferred to
make public all she knew of him, for
had he not constantly reiterated that
fame, and the consequent transmission
of his name to posterity, was what he
worked for! Then there was this con-
sideration—if the chief of police was
not told how the explosion had been
caused, his fruitless search would go
futilely on, and doubtless, in the course
of police inquiry, many innocent per-
sons would be arrested, put to incon-
venience and expense, and there was
even a chance that one or more who
bad absolutely nothing to do with the
affair might be imprisoned for life
Bhe resolved, therefore, to tell the di-
rector of the police all she knew, which
she would not have done had Professor
Seigfried been alive. She accardingly
sent a messenger for the great official,
and just aes she had begun to relate to
the impatient princees what had hap-
,ined he was announced. The three of
them beld convention in Jennie's draw-
ing room with locked doors.

‘I am in a position,’’ began Jennie,
‘te tell you how the explosion in the
treasury was caused and who cansed it,
bat befure dving s0o you must promise
to grant me two favors, each of which
is in your power to bestow witheut in-
oconvenience. '’

**What are they ¥'’ asked the director
: of police cauntiously. .

**To tell what they are is to tell part
of my story. You muet first promise
blindly and afterward keep your prom-
ise faithfully.’’

‘“Those are rather unusual terms,
Miss Baxter, ' said the%hief, ‘*bat I ac-
cede to thew, the more willingly as we
have found that all the guld is still in
the treasarv, as-you-said it.was '’ .

‘*Very well, then, the first favor is
that I shall not be called to give testi-
mony when an ingnest is held on the
body of Professor (arl Seigfried.’”’

**You dwnaze me'’ cried the director.
“How did you know he was dead? I
had news of it unly a moment before I
left my office. ™’

**I was with him when he died, '’ said
I Jennie simply, which statement drew

forth An exclamation of surprise from
both the princess and the director. *'My
next request is that you destroy utterly
a machine which stands on a table near
l the center of the professur's room. Per-
, baps the instrument is already disabled
; —~I believe it is—but nevertheless I

shall not rest content until you have
: eeen that every vestige of it is made
{ away with, because the study of what
’ is left of it may enable sume other scien-
I

tist to pat it in warking order again. I
entreat you to atténd to this matter
yourself. Iwill gowith you, if you wish
me to, and point out the instrument in
case it has been moved from its posi-
tion. "’

‘*The room is sealed up,’' said the

director, ‘‘and pothing will be touched
until I arrive there. What is the nature
{ of this instrument ?*’
. ““It is of a pnature so deadly and de-
! structive that if it got into the hands of
an anarchist he could alone lay the
city of Vienna in ruins.”’

‘“GGood heavens!'’ cried the horrified
official, whose bane was the anarchists,
and Jennie, in mentioning this particu-
lar type of criminals, had builded better
than she knew. If she had told him that
the professor’s invention might enable
Austria to conguer all the surrounding
nations, there is every chance that the
machine would have been carefully pre-
served. .

‘“The explosion in the treasury
vaults,”’ continued Jennie, ‘‘was acci-
dentally caused by that instrument, al-
though the machine at the moment was
in a garret half a mile away. You saw
the terrible effect of that explosion.
Imagine, then, the destruction it would
canse in the hands of one of those an-
archists.’’

‘1 shall destroy the instrument with
my own hands,’’ asserted the director
fervently, mopping his pallid brow.

Jennie then went on, to the increas-
ing astonishment of the princess and
the director, and related every detail of
y her interview with the late Professor

Carl Seigfried.

“Ishall go at once and annihilate
that machine, ’’ said the director, rising
when the recital had been finished. “I
shall see to that myself. Then, after the
inquest, I shall give an order that ev-
erything in the attic is to be destroyed.
I wish all the scientists on the face of
the earth could be safely placed behind
prison bars.”’

““I am afraid that wouldn’t do much
good,"”’ said Jennie, ‘‘unless you could
prevent chemicals being smuggled in.
The scientists would probably reduce
your prison to powder and walk calmly
out throngh the dust.”’

she solved the Vienna mystery she
would make a European reputation for
" The Daily Bugle. Jennie did more than
was expected of her, yet the European
reputation which The Bugle established
- was not oneto beenvied. It istrue that
the account printed of the cause of the
explosion, dramatically finished off with
the professor’s tragical sudden death,
-, caused a great semsation in London.
‘The comie papers of the week were full
ot illustrations showing the uses to
- which the professor’s instrument might
‘ ‘bepuat. To say that any sane mnad in
Mnd ’believed a word of the articlo
"“"""“‘"""“"""9"",

1 otder that theso sensationsl and dis

-Mr. Hardwick had told Jennie that if | great
Juxury that travel csn

mlﬁbnm mt s uum ght
upon the intelligence of the British pulr
lic. Noone pansed to think that i a
newspaper had pablished an acconnt of
what conld bé done by Roentgen rays
withont being able to demonstrate prac-
ticalty the truth of the assertions made
the article would have been laughed at.
If some yesrs ago a newspaper had
stated that a man in York listened to
the woice of & friend, at that moment
standing in London, and was not only
able to hear what his friend said, but
coult uctually recognize the voice speak-
ing in an ordinary tone, and then if the
paper had added that, unfortunately,
the instrument which accomplished this
had been destroyed, people would have
spoken of the sensational natare of mod-
ern journalism.

Letters poured in upon the editor,
saying that, while, a8 a general thing,
the writers were willing to stand the
ordinary lies of commerce daily printed
in the sheet. there was a limit to their
credality, and that they ¢bjected to be
taken for driveling imbeciles. To com-
plete the discomfiture of The Daily
Bugle the government of Austria pub-
lished a semiofficial statement which
Reuter and the special correspondents
scattered broadcast over the earth. Thie
statement was written in that ocalm,
serions and consistent tone which di-
plomatists use when uttering a falsehood
of more than ordindry dimensions.

Irresponsible rumors had been float-
ing about (the official proclamation ba-
gan) to the effect that there had been
an eaplosion in the treasary at Vienna.
It had been stated thata large qoantity
of gold had been stolen, and that a dis-
aster of some kind bad occurred in the
treasury vaults. Then a ridiculous story
had been printed which asserted that
Profeseor Seigfried, one of Anstria’s
honored dead, had in some manner that
savored of the black art encompassed
this wholesale destruction. The govern-
ment then begged to make the following
declarations: First, not a penny had
been stolen out of the treasury ; second,
the war chest was intact; third, the
200,000,000 florins reposed securely
within itp bolted doors; fourth, the
colns were not, as had been alleged,
those belonging to various countries,
which was a covert intimation that
Austria had hostile intent against one
or the other of those friendly nations
(the whole cuinage in this so called
war chest, which was not a war chest at
all, but merely the receptacle of a re-
serve fund which Aunstria possessed, was
entirely in Aunstrian coinage); fifth, in
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smpposed to know lnﬂhiug at nll ;bent

it. Asa matter of fact, the Ruesian
government has & sospicion and the
British government has a certainty
that such a document will shortly ha in
transit, Nothing may come of it, or;
great things may rcome of it. Now, on
the night of tb. f1st, on onoof the
aléeping cars lesving St. Petdrsburg by
the Nord express for Berlin, there will
travel & speciial messenger having this
letter in his posession. I want you to
take passage by that same train and se-
curea compartment near the messanger,
if possible. This mesgenger will baa
man in whom the respective parties to
the negotistion have implicit ecnfi-
dence. I wish I kmew his name, bui |
don't. Stif), the chances aré that he ia
leaving London for St. Petersbarg about
this time, and so zon nught keep your}
eyes open even on the journey there,
for if you discoversd him to be your
fellow passenger it might perbaps make
the business that comes after easien
You see this envelope,*’ said the editor,
taking from a drawer in bis deska
large envelope, the flap of which was
secured by a great piece of stamped
sealing wax. *'This envelope contains a
hamble ardinary copy of today’s issus
of The Daily Bugle, but in outside ap-
pearance it might be taken for a dapli-
cate of the letter wwhich is to leave St
Petersburg on the 21st. Now, what I
would like you to do is to take this en-
velope in your hand bag, and if on the
jourmey back to London yom bave an|
oppoitunity of securing the real letter
and leaving this in ita place you will
have accomplished the greatest service
you have yet done for the paper.”

*“Oh)"* cried Jeonie, rising. ¢1
couldn’t do that, Mr. Hardwick! 1
couldn't think of doing it. It is nothing
short of highway robbery!"*

I know it looks like that,”’ plemded
Mr. Hardwick, **bat listen to me. If]
were going to open the letter and muse
its contents, then you might charge me
with instigating theft. The fact is, the
letter will not be delayed; it will reach
the hands of the high and mighty per-
sonage in England quite intact. Tho
only difference is that yon will be its
bearer instead of the messenger they
send for it."’

‘‘You expect to open the letter, then,
in eome surreptitions way—some way
that will not be noticed afterward? Oh,
I couldn't do it, Mr. Hardwick!"

**My dear girl, you are jumping at
conclusions. I shall amaze you when I

tell you that I know already practically,

,?etaubm, but m& W «ti’raf(t

that &t any nmmmt gha t moe

Iord Donal ﬁﬁﬂiuz fmn e it

thit he would vecogiiize her. Ti\mv.

she remuined discreetly in hek: room, |

ture ount, being. undex the nppmmim

watching the strange street scenes from ) - ¢ .

Ber window. She found hersel? senki-|

nizing every one who had the appesranes
of being ar Englishrousn, and she: had %0

confess to a little qualn of diseppoint-|.

ment when the perssn in nmicm tarn:-

od ont nok to be Im:dbomt. infﬁﬁig

during her short stay at St. Petershurg
she gaw nothing of the Yonbg mau.

Jennie went, on the evening of her! of
arrival, to the ofives of the gleeping ear A

LOIPANY. 8048 to secure & place in one §

o! thecarriages that left at 8o'clck on
the evening of the 2iat.

Her initial] tho ton

ificulty mether whenshe learnedthere| . <Yy

were sovexal sleeping carson thatirain,

and she was puszuled. to know wehich %o} .
select. Shestocd there, hesitating, with|

the plans of the carriages before her, .

*X should like to e in a carriege|

containing some English people,” said

the girl, not knowing what excuse %o N

give for her hesitation,

*““Then let me recomwmend this cif, for
one berth has been tzken by the British
embassy—roon: C, near the contex,
marked witha cross.”

“Ah, well, I will take this compars-
ment pext to it—room D, im't it?
said Jennie

“QOh, I am scary to say that also hus
been taken! Thosearethe twocompart-
ments which are bespoken. Iwillsesun-
der what pame it has been booked,
Probably ita occupnnt is English also,
Baut I can give yon room 3B on the oth.
er gide of the one reserved by the em-
bassy. It ise $wo berth room, Noa &
and 6.

“That will du quito as well," said
Jennig,

“It {8 not xecorded here by whom

room D wasbooked, Asa usndl thing, ™
he continuned, lowering his voice alrost
to & whisper and looking furtively over
his shonlder, *“when no name is markex
down that means the Russisn police.
So, you see, by taking the thixd rooam
you will not only be under the shadow
of the British embassy, but also inder
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quieting scandals should be set at rest,
the government announced that it in-
tended to weigh this gold upon a cer-
tain date, and it invited representatives
of the press from Russia, Germany,
France and England to witness this
weighing.

The day after this troy weight func-
tion had taken place in Vienna long
telegraphic accounts of it appeared in
the English press, and several solemn
leading articles were put forward in the
editorial colnmuns, which, without men-
tioning the pamé of The Daily Bugle,
deplored the voracity of the sensational
editor. who respected neither the amity
which should exist between friendly na-
tions nor the good name of the honored '
and respected dead in his wolfish hunt |
for the daily rcandal. Nothing was too
high spiced «r improbable for him to
print. He traded on the suppased gulli-
biIity of a fickle public. But, fortunate-
ly. :n th+ lopg run, these stz‘ﬁd sheets
asserted, such actions recolled upon the
head of bhimm who promulgated them.
Sensational journals merited and re-
ceived the scathing contempt of all
bonest mnen. Later on one of the re-
views had an article entitled *‘Some |
Aspects of Modern Journaligm.’’ which
struck the head of The Daily Bugle|
with a sledge hammer, and in one of the
quarterlies a professor at Cambridge
showed the absurdity of the alleged in-
vention from a scientific point of view. l

“I gwear,’’ cried Mr. Hardw:ck as
he paced up and down his room, *‘that !
I shall be more careful after this in the
handling of the truth. It is a dangerous
thing to meddle with, If you tell the
truth about a man, you are mulcted in
a libel suit, and if you tell the trnth!
about & nation the united press of the
country is down upon you. Ah, well, it
makes the battle of life all the more in- .
teresting, ard we are bafled to fight
better, as Browning says!’’

Th® editor had sent for Miss Baxter,
and she now sat by his desk while he
paced up and down the floor. Thedoors |
were closed and locked so that they
might not be interrupted, and she knew
by the editor’s manner that something
important was on hand. Jennie had re-
turned to London after a month’s stay
in Vienna and had been occupied for &
week at her old routine work in the
office. )

“Now, Miss Baxter,’’ said the editor,
when he had proclaimed his fear of the
truth as a workable material iz jour-
palism, ‘‘T havea plan to set before you,
and when yom know what it is I am
quite prepared to hear you refuse to
have anything to do with it, and, re-
member, if you do undertake it, there
is bat one chance in a million of your
succeeding. It is on that one chance
that I propose now to send you to St.
Petersburg’’—

“T'o 8t. Petersburg!’’ echoed the gu'l
in dismay.

“Yes,’’ said the editor, zmstaking the’
purport of her ejaculation. ““Itis avery
long jourmey, but you csn travel in

comfort, and I want you to spare |
no expense in obtaining for yourself any
afford during
your jourmey fo St. Petersburg and
m L 4

“And what am I to go ! to 8t. Peters-,
burg for?'’ murmured Jennie faintly. -

“Merely for a letter. Here id what
has happened and what is bappening: I
ghall mention no names, but at present
a bigh and mighty personage in Russia
who is friendly to Great Britain has
written a private letter making eomes
proposals to a certain high and mighty
permonage in England who is friendly

to Rnmia. This commnnimtion‘ilgw

what the contents of that letter are. '’ |

*‘Then what is the use of going to all
this expense and trogble trying to steal
ity

“Don’'t say ‘steal it," Miss Baxter.
I'll tell you what 1iny motive is. There
is an official in England who has gone |
out of his way to throw obstacles in.
mine. This is needless and irritating, |
for generally I manage to get the news
Tam in guest of: but in sgveral in-
stances, owing to his opposition, [ have
not only not got the news, but other pa-
pers have. Now, since the general rak- |

| ing we have had over this Austrian'

busjness, quite aride from the fact thnt‘
we published the exact truth, thisstapid,
old official duffer hastaken it apon him-
self to be exceedingly sneering and ob-
noxious to me, and I confess I want to
take bim down a peg. He hasn't any,
idea that I know as much about this
business as I do—in fact, he thinks it
is an absolute secr8t—yet, if I liked, I
could tomorrow nullify all the arrange-
ments by simply publishing what i= al-
ready in my possession, which action
on my part would create a furore in this
country, and no less a furore in Ruasig. -
For the sake of amity between nations,
which I am acoused of dmegnrding, I
hold my hand.

“Now, if you get possession of that
envelope I want you to telegraph to me
while you are en route to London, and
I will meet you at the terminus. Then I
shall take the document direct to this
official, even before the regular messen-
ger has time to reach him. I shall say
to the official: ‘There is the docament
from the high personage in Russis to
the high personage in England. If you.
want the document, I will give it to
you, but it must be understood that yon
are to be a little less friendly to certain
newspapers and a little more frigndly
to mine in future.” '

¢And suppose he refuses your terms "’

““He won't refuse them ; but if he does
1 shall hand him the envelope just the
same.”’

“Well, honestly, Mr. Hardwick, I
don’t think yonr scheme worth the
amount of money it will cost, and, be-
gides, the chance of myy getting hold of
the document, which will doubtless be
locked safely within a dispatch box
and constantly under the eye of the
messenger, is most remote.”’

“I am more than willing to risk all
that if you will andertake the journey.
You speak lightly of my schéme, but
that i= merely because you do not un-
derstand thesituation. Everything you
have heretofore done has been 6f tem-
porary advantage to the paper, but if
yeu carry this off 1 expect the henefit
to The Bugle will be lasting. It will
give me a standing with certain officials
that I have never before succeeded in
gétting. In the first place, it will make
them afraid of me, and that of itself is
a powerful lever when we are nryiug to
get information which they are anxions
to give to some other paper.”

*Very well, Mr. Hardwick; I will try,
bat I warn you to expect ncthmg ’bnt,

deavored to do 1 have !elt conﬂdeuﬁ of
success from the beginnmg In thts in-
stance I am as snre I shall fai .

“As1 told you, Miss Baxm', the pro;
ect is so difficult that your failure, if
you do fail, will merely-prove it to have
been impossible, becanse I am sure that
if any one on earth could carry it ont
yon are that person, and, farthermore, 1
am very much obliged tb yon tor on-
uenting to attempt such & m

And thos it ‘was that Jam&Baxter
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' Jonzie fled to her
“<losing the door alf

untillh & 100 tmet The ‘:sn'gu ‘
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“Room C s the one that ias been racrvcd

for yow."
the protection of Russia, Do you wish
ong berth only or the whole room? It s
a two berth commpartment.”
“I deairs tho whole room, it you
Pplease.”’
She paid the price and deplrtad, won:
dering if the other room had.

taken by the police-and whether the agy -

thoritios were mo anxiony for the ufgﬁj
of the special mesenger-that they con
sldered it mecessary to* protect hhn ta

the frontier. If, in addition to the nat. -
aral precautionsof the messenger, there

was added the watchininessof one o

two suspicious Russiun pblicemen, then |

would her misaion’ become Indeed im:
possible, On the other hand, the il pa
policemen might be amenableto the: in-
fluence of money, and as she was well
supplied -with the coln of thw realm-
their pm?ce might be & hielp mather.
than a hindrance.

little likin
taken, and the more she thoughtof it
the Yess it commended’ itself to hex,
Nevertheless, having pledged her worrd -
to the editor, if failure came it won}xl
be through no fanlt of hexs.

Jennie went early to the stxtion ox
the night of the 21at and entered the
sloeping car 88 s0on as she was allowed
1o do so.
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