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_Then, to the consternation of Jennie,
who bhad already risen in terror from
Der chair, the old man plunged forward
on his face. Jennie had difficulty in re-
preesing a ghriek. She looked round
huarriedly for a bell to ring, but there
evidently was none. She tried to open
the door and cry for help, but in her
excitement_could find neither handle
nor latch. It seemed Yo be locked, and
the key, doubtless, was in the professor’s
pocket. She thought at first thathe had
dropped dead, but the continuing moans
aa he lay on the floor convinced her of
ber error. She bent over him anxicusly
and cried, “What can.I do to help
you '’ : -

With a struggle he muttered, *“The
bottle—the bottle—in the cupboard be-
hind you."’

She burriedly flung open the doors of
the cupboard' indicated and found a
bottle of brandy and a glase, which ghe
partly filled. The old man had with an
effort struggled into a sitting posture;
and she held the glass of fiery liguid to
his pallid lipe. He gulped down the
brandy and gasped: ‘‘I feel better now.
HBelp me to my chair.”

Asmsisting bim to his feet, she sup-
ported him to his armchair, when he
shook himself free, crying angrily : “‘Let
me alone! Don’t youn see I am all right
again?’

The girl stood aside, and the professor
dropped into his chair, bis nervous
bands vibrating on bis knees. Fora
Jong interval nothing was said by ei-
ther, and the girl at last seated herself
in the chair she had formerly occupied.
The first words the old man spoke wers,
*“Who sent you here?”’

*‘No one. I came of my own accord.

I wished to meet some one who had a

large knowledge of explosives, and Herr
Feltz, the chemist, gave me your ad-
dress. '’ )

t*Herr Feltz! Herr Feltz!’’ he repeat-
ed. *'So he sent you heret’”’

*No one sent me here,’’ insisted the
you. Herr Felte

girl. ‘It is an I tell

‘““Where did you get that powdered

gold '’
*It came from the debris of an ex-

plosion. '’
] know: yon said that before.

Where was the explosion ! Who caased

sy’
*That I don’t know."’

Y

“Don’t you know where the exploaion

was?’’

“Yes, 1 know whera the explosion

was, but I don’'t kmow who caused it.”’
‘“Who sent you bere?’
/1 tell you nn one sent me here.”’

“That is not true. The man who
caused the explosion sent you here. You

He eotaggered forward, shrieking, “Ah
mein Gott—mein Gott!”

are his minion. What do you expect to

find out from me?’’

*“] expect to learn what explosive was
used to produce the result that seemed
to have such a remerkable effect on

you. ”»

JNE TR RN

“Why do you say that? It had me
effect on me. My heart is weak. Iam

will kill mie. Then youn won't lears axy
secreis from a dead man. will yout**
I hape. Professor Seigfried, that you
have many years yet tolive, and I muoat
turther add that I di& not expect sach.
a reception as I have received from a
man of science, as I was told 'you were.
It yon have no information to give to
me—very well, that ends it;all you
have to do is to say so.”

**Who gent yon here?*

“No one, as I have repeated once or
twice. If any one had, I wonld -give
him my opinion of him whengot back,
You refuss to tell me anything abont
the explosive that powdered that gold 1"’
“Refuset Of course I refuss! What
did you expect? I suppose the man who
sent you here theught, becauegs you
were an engaging young woman and [
an old dotard, I wounld gabbls te you
the results of a life’s work. Oh, »o, no,
no! But I amnotan old dotard. 1have
Jnany years to live yet.”

“I hope so. Well, I must bid yaon
good morning. I shall go 10 some cne
el“. 0

The old man showed his teeth in a
forbidding grin.

+]t is nseless. Your bottle is broken,
and the material it contained is disei-
pated. Not a trace of it is left.””

He waved his thin, emaciated hand
in the air as he spoke.

#Oh, that doesn’t matter in the
lemst,”” said Jenmnie. *I have several
otber battles here in my satchel.*’

The professor placed his hands on the
arms of hischair and alowly raised him-
telf to his feet.

“‘You have others,’’ he cried, *‘other
bottles? Let me see them-—let me see
them!"

*No, "’ replied Jennie, *‘I won'’t.”’
With a speed which, after his xecent
collapse, Jennie had mot expected, the
professor ambled round to the door and
placed his back agaiust it. The glasees
over his eyes seemed to sparkle as if
with fire. His talonlike fingera crooked
rigidly. He btreathed rapidly and was
svidently laboring ander tense excite-
ment.

*Who knowa you came up to see
me?’ he whispered hoarsely, glaring at
hex.

Jennie, having arisen, stood there,
emoothing down her perfectly fitting
glove and answered with a calmness sho
was far from feeling.
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the director of police.’’

*+Oh, the director of police!’’ echoed
the professor, quite evidently abashed
by the information. The rigidity of his
attitude relaxed, and he became oncs
more the old man he had appeared as
ho sat in a heap in his chair. *“You
will excuse me,’’ he muttered, edging
round toward his chair again, *‘I was
excited.””

«I noticed that you were, professor.
But befare you sit down again please
unlock that door.’’

«“Why?' be asked, pausing on his
way to the chair.

‘‘Because | wish it open.’’

: b atincks, and X wasd | " seherat When?™ sxclaiznod the it |
them off with brandy. Some day they | paap, placing his hands on the armeof

| some hesitation, *'will you keep what I

'_w

his chair, s if hewuld rise tobis feet. |

of its qwn, dedires to keed the factol
thia explosion & secret, and s very fow
people ontside of official circles kmow
anything sbout it. I am trying to dis-
cover the canse of that disyster.” :
“Ars you-are you working on be-
half of the government?”’ seked the old
man eagerly, &’ trexaor of fear in hia
gquavering voice.

“No; I am gonducting my investiga-
$ions quite independently of the govern-
ment.”

“But why?! But why? Thatis what{
I don’t nndexatand.”™ .
+3 wounld very much rather nos an-
awer that question.”®

*“But that quertion-——everything in
involved in that question. Isnust know
why you are here. If you arenot in the
employ of the government, in whose
empivy are yout'’" - -
If I tell you," said Jennie, with

say & socret?”
“Yea, yes, yes!” cried the scientist
impatiently. - -

‘““Well, I am in the service of & Laon-
don daily newspaper.”’

I pee, 1 sce, and they have sent yon
here to publish broadcast over the world
all you can find cut of my doings. I
knew yon were a spy the moment X saw’
you. Ishonld pever have let you in.”

*“My dear sir, the London paper is
not aware of your existenceeven. ‘They
have not sent me to you at all. They !
have sent me to learn, if possible, the
cause of the explosion Japokeof. I took
some of the debris to Herr Feltz to
analyze it, and he said he bhad never
seen gold, iron, feldspar, and all that,
reduced to such fine impalpable grains
as was the case with the sample X lef}
with him. I then asked bim who in
Vienna knew most about explosives,
&nd hs gavs me your sddvoes That s
why I am here.”

“But the explosion—you have not
told@ me when and where it occurred1”

*That, aa I have said, is a gowvern-
ment secres.”’

“But you stated yon are not in the
government employ. Therefore it can
be no breach of confidence i you let me
kave full particulars.”’

anppoee not. Very well, then,
> 8 CHEE 3 14:) ¥
the 17th in the vault of the treasury."”

The old man. in spite of the prohibi-
tion, rose mncertainly to his feet.

Jennie sprang up and said menacing-
1y, **Stay where you arel’’

“Y am not going to touch youn. If you
are o suspiciousof every move I make,
then go yourself and bring me what [

Fel] IO OIRN

««And I,"’ be eaid in a highsr tone,
“wish it to remain locked gntil we have
come to some understanding. I can’t let

to go unmolested as soon &s you have
made some explanation to me.”’
. **If you do not unlock the door im-
mediately, 1 sball take this machine
and fling it through the front window
out on the street. The crashing glass on
the pavement will soon bring some one
to my rescue, professor, and, as I have
a volce of my own and small hesitation
asbout shouting I shall have little diffi-
culty in directing the strangers where
to come. ”’

As Jennie spoke she moved swiftly to-
ward the table on which stood the
sirange aggregation of reflectors and
bent glass tubing.

““No, no, no!’’ screamed the pro-
fessor, springing between her and the
table. ‘“Touch anythisig bat that-—any-
thing but that!
inch—there is danger—death not only
to yon and me, but perhaps to the
whole city. Keep away from it!"”’

“Very well, then,’’ said Jennie, step-
ping back in spite of her endeavor to
sustain her self control, ‘‘open the door.
Open both doors and leave them so.
After that, if you remainseated in your
chair, I shall not touch the machine,
nor shall I leave until I make the ex-
planations you require and you have
, | answered some questions that I shall
ask. But I must bave a clear way to the
stair in case you should become ex-
cited again.”’ -

“I'll unlock the doors. I’ll unlock
both doors,*’ replied the old man tremu-
loualy, fambling about his pockets for
his keys. ‘‘But keep away from that

swift destruction on us all.”’
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speed the profeesor, constantly looking
over his shoulder at his visitor, unlock-
ed the first door; then hastily he flung
open the second and tottered back to his
chair, where he collapsed om the tiger
skin, trembling and exhausted.

“We may be overheard,”’ he whined.

quietly up the stair.. I am sarrounded
by spies trying to find out what I am

“Wait a moment,”’ said Jennie.

She wént quickly to the onter door,
found that it closed with a spring latch,
opened and shut it two or three times
uantil she was perfectly familiar with ifs
workings; then she closed it, drew the
ininer door nearly shut and sat down.

move from your chair.”’

“I have no intention of doing so,””
murmured the old man. “Who sent
you! You ‘said you would tell me. I
think you owe me an explanation.’”

I think yon owe me ons,’’ replied
thegirl. **As told you before, no otio
gsent me. I came here entirely of my
sccord, and- I shall endeavor to

you go out now, but I shall permit you

Do notdisturbitunl

With an eagerness that retarded his

‘«One can never tell who may sneak

|

“Don't look at that yaapl” shricked the
. proféssor.

want. There is & map of Vienns pinned
against the wall yonder. Bring it to

me.
+  Jennie proceaded in the direction in-
dicated. It was an ordinary map of the
city of Vienna, and as Jennie took it
down she noticed that across the south-
ern part of the city & semicircular line
in pencil had been'drawn and, exam-
ining it more closely, saw that the sta-
tionary part of the compass had beem
laced on the spot where ptood the
ilding which contained the profess-
‘ or’s studio. She paid closer attention
to the pencil mark and observed that it
passed throngh the treasury building.
*“Don’t look at that map?’’ shrieked
the professor, beating the air with his

hands. “I asked you %o bring it 10 me. .
machine unless you want to bribg (gay't you do a simple action like that

' without spying abont ¥’

Jennie rapidly unfastened the paper
from the wall and brought . it to him.
The scientist scrutinized it closely, #d-
justing his glasses the better to mes.
Then he deliberately tore the map inko

| fragments, numerous and miinute. He

" rome, and thie time Jennie made no pro-
test, went to the window, opened it,
flung the fluttering bits of paper out
into the alr, the strong wind carmrying

‘them far over the roofs of Vienna.

j Closing the caserient, he came back to

. his chair. -

l ““Was-was any one hurt at this ex-
plosion?’ he asked presently. .

““Yes; four men were killed

” -

sre w,' in h

R AL +Oh, my God-—my Godl’ cried the do it.” -

“There,”* she said, “‘we are quite 'l man, covering lifs face with his; .
safo from interruption, Professor Seig- hands, swaying from side to side in his}
fried, but I must request you nobto ohair iike s man tortured with agony
At last he lifted a fhice

' and remorse.
that had grown mote pinched and yel-
Jow within the last foew minutes.

| “Tcan tell you nothing,” he sid,
‘moistening his parched lipe. ‘

} - “You mean that you will tell xie]
nothing, for n}:‘ seo plainly that you know,

) ng. S
1" 4] kngw notbing of xny

“sSit where you are,’”*,said Jennie } Herr Seigfried, ) _ :
firmly, “and I shall tell you all Xcan} why are you soloath o giva meinyar|
about it. The government, for sintance in this matter?™ - T

o reply.

The

you:_ are imnocent,.

*It:bas nokbing to 4o with-mne, T am
aecientist—1 am & solentist’ AV T wiah .
s to be left alone with my studies. I}
have nothing todo with governments ori
;‘"’Pﬁm or snything helonging 0.

Jenpie st tracing s patters o the
dusty floor with the point of her para-|wi
sol. Shespoke very quietly: ™ . ¢l ym
., “The penciled Jine which yon drewy
on the map ot“v&em;u amed. throngh |
the iveasnzy building; tha center £
circle was this garret. Why
draw that penciled sexaiclic
are yon auxious thut I shonold
Jyou had done 30! Why did yor dewty
the mapt™ ' IR

Profemar Seigfried sat there Jooking:
at ber with dropped jaw, hut hemade
<Yt you will excuse my syivg #0,”
the girl went on, ““you are acking.very! va
childishly. It is evident 1o methat youi wi
wre no criminal, yet if the director of .
police had been in my place hre wonld{
bavse artested you long ago, and that]  #%
merely because of your own foolish a¢- § hrain
tions.** . ol

“The map proved nathing,'* he maid m
at last, bhaltingly, *‘and, bmides, both cov
you and the director will now have th
scme dificulty in finding it." i

“That is taxther proof of your folly. |, sty
The director Qoesn’t need tofind it. 1 able™ o
am here to testify that I saw the map;, ! *“Then ‘why
saw the cureed line passing through dlecover
the tressury and saw you destroy what .
¥you thought was an incriminating plece. atill g th
of evidence, It would be much better ' learned xlo
it you would deal x4 frankly with me Th ;
a8 I have done with yon. Then Iahall
give yon the beat advice I can—if my’
advice will bs of any asistance to you.*' -peo

“Yes. and publish it to all the “wor
world!"’ 2

& it

It will have to be publivhed to all foo-=at Jemst.:
the world in any case, for, if X leave gullible worldy iu
bere without full knowledge; 1 will canee X wix-hi
simply go to the police ofMce and thare $o-apresd
toll all I know i ~ won

“Apdif Idospeak you will still go w
to the director of the police and tell - son ,
him what you have discovered!™ I will Jna

~ Kedly ot Ph

“I'i:o; 1 give you my word that

““What gnarautee Iof that?" Htates'
®aked tho old suan suspiciously. ' _

“No guarantee at all except my mofor ma
mrd tlk X ' “m‘ K ‘m»

“Will you promise not to print in . papers
your paper what I tell yont" B, ©

“Nos ] cannot promise thatl**

“8till, the newspaper dotn’i mat- ey,
ter,”’ continned the scientist. ‘*‘The
story would be valueless to you, becanse  him, }
no one would { believe it. There ia 10 ginni;
use in printing a. story in a newipapeY. prophsk
that will be langhed at, isthereX How+. 3 foros tha
ever, T think yon are honeat, Otherwise measnire
you would have promised xot fopelnt: ik, 4
a line of what X tell you, and. them I of water
shonld have known you werelying. It qver thi
was as easy to promise that aw fo WY workin
you would not tell the director of Po- _and he
lice. I thought at first.some scientist gyve or
had sent yon here to play the apy on v
me and loarn what I was doing. I a8+ how 10 conti
sare you I heard nothing about the ex- man's
plosion. you kpeak of, yet I was cortain g4
it had ocourred somewhere along that §tineither ha
line which Idrew on the map. I had Jifference bet
hoped it was not serious and begun to
believe it was not. The anxiety of the -
last month has nearly driven me in- A
sane, and, a3 you say quite traly, my
actions bave been childah.”

The old man in his excitement bad . ¢
risen from his chair and waanow pao« gh
ing up and down the xoom, running his -
fingers distractedly through his losg; chige.
* white bair and talking more to himeelf  §ube

than to his auditer, - -~
| Jennie had edged her chair newiec.to
tho! dooi:i a:& hummc*mmmf
- agaivet his ng, ng to interrup¥ mile, - -
hisflow of talk and again arouse his J?xi

¥ have nowish o protec
tions. - X hxve mever taken

[} - i
"1y to the world, butTv ’
of my reputation as »
my mame 0 go down % po
among those of the great -diwo
You talked just now of golng o
police and telling them what you kiie
Foolish creaiurs! You dould no more
have gome i the central police office
without my perniission, or ag
will, than you could go to.the
and whistle back thoee bitd of pep
scattered to the winds, Before
reached the bottons of she staire X could
havs laid Vienna io a mawof viins
Yes, I could in all probability have
blown up the entire empira of Aus-
tria, The truth is that ¥ do not know
',-rho limit of my power, nor dare 1 ted
t'.ii .
| sOh, this is & madman!”
Jennie asshe edged atill ned
. door, ‘The old maan patised
and turned Heresly upon her, .
“‘You don't believe me?”" he sxid.
“No, I do not,” she sxwered, &
color leaving her cheeks. :
. 'The aged sclentist gave utieran
a hidecus dhuckle. He took from
'his nomerous shelves & hamui
without the handle and for a1 ¢
| Jentie thonght he'was golng to Kitae
her, but he merely banded the mesi
,iﬂez'uul o AT

"ot o

Lhave po

*You kuow that Is

“*Why can’t yoi do i§¥" -
“Becnrine 14 i of tteel.” -
_““That Sano reason.~ Why ‘
doder oo 0 T .
He glared st hier flercely tver h
and sho saw in hin'wid éyes

!




