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Then, to the consternation of Jennie, 
who had already risen in terror from 
her chair, the old man plunged forward 
on bia face. Jennie had difficulty in re
pressing a shriek. She looked round 
hurriedly for a bell to ring, bat there 
evidently was none She tried to open 
the door and cry for help, bat i s her 
excitement., coald find neither handle 
nor latch. It seemed to be locked, and 
the key, doubUess, was in the professor's 
pocket She thought at first that he bad 
dropped dead, bat the continuing moans 
at he lay on the floor convinced her of 
her error. She bent over him anxiously 
and cried, "What can I do to help 
yon?" 

With a straggle he mattered, "The 
bottle—the bottle—in the cupboard be
hind you." 

She hurriedly flung open the doors of 
the cupboard indicated and found a 
bottle of brandy and a glass, which she 
partly filled. The old man had with an 
effort straggled into a sitting posture; 
and she held the glass of fiery liquid to 
bis pallid lips. He gulped down the 
brandy and gasped: "I feel better now. 
Help me to my chair." 

Assisting him to his feet, she sup
ported him to his armchair, when be 
•book himself free, crying angrily: "Let 
me alone! Don't yon see I am all right 
again?" 

The girl stood aside, and the professor 
dropped into bis chair, bis nervous 
hands vibrating on bis knees. For a 
long Interval nothing was said by ei
ther, and the girl at last seated herself 
in the chair she had formerly occupied. 
The first words the old man spoke were, 
"Who sent you beret" 

"No one. I came of my own accord. 
I wished to meet some one who had a 
large knowledge of explosives, and Herr 
Felte, the chemist, gave me your ad
dress." 

• «Herr Felti! Herr Felts!" he repeat
ed. "So he sent you beret" 

"No one sent me here," insisted the 
girL "It is as I tell yon. H O T Felts 

"Where did you get that powdered 
gold?" 

"It came from the debris of an ex
plosion." 

"I know: you said that before. 
Where was the explosion t Who caased 
i t?" 

"That I don't know." 
"Don't you know where the explosion 

wast" 
"Yes, I know where the explosion 

was, but I don't know who caused i t " 
"Who sent you beret" 
"I tell you no one sent me here." 
"That is not true. The man who 

caased tbe explosion sent yon here. You 

•abject to eueh attacks, and I ward 
them off with brandy. Some day they 
will kill me. Then you won't learn any 
secrets from a dead man. will yout** 

I hope. Professor Seigfried, that yon 
have many yearn yet to lire, and I mart 
farther add 
• reception as I have received from a 
man of science, as I was told yon wen. 
If yoa have no information to give to 
me—very well, that ends it sai l yoa 
have to do is to say so," 

••Who eent you heret" 
"No one, as I have repeated once or 

twice. If any one had, I would give 
him my opinion of him when I got back. 
Yon refuse to tell me anything about 
the explosive that powdered that gold t" 

"Refuse! Of coarse I refuse! What 
did yoa expect t I sappoee the man who 
sent yoa here thought, because yoa 
were an engaging young woman and I 
•n old dotard, I would gabble to yoa 
the results of a life's work. Oh, no, so, 
no! But I am not an old dotard. I have 
.many years to live yet." 

"I hope so. Well, J must bid you 
good morning. I shall go to some one 
else." 

The old tfian showed his teeth in a 
forbidding grin. 

"It is useless. Your bottle is broken, 
and tbe material i t contained i s dissi
pated. Not a trace of it is le f t " 

Be waved his thin, emaciated hand 
In tbe air as he spoke. 

"Oh, that doesn't matter in the 
least," said Jennie. "I have several 
other bottles here in my satchel" 

The professor placed his hands on the 
arms of his chair and slowly raised him
self to his feet 

"You have others," he cried, "other 
bottles? Let me see them—let me see 
them I" 

"No." replied Jennie, " I won ' t " 
With a speed which, after bia recent 

collapse, Jennie had not expected, the 
professor ambled found to the door and 
placed his back against i t The glasses 
over his eyes seemed to sparkle as if 
with fire. His talonlike fiagerg crooked 
rigidly. Be breathed rapidly and was 
evidently laboring under tense excite
ment 

"Who knows you came up to see 
met" he whispered hoarsely, glaring at 
bar. 

Jennie, having arisen, stood there, 
smoothing down her perfectly fitting 
glove and answered with a calmness she 
was far from feeling. 

staggered forward, thricking, "A.h, 
mein Qott^-mein Gtottl" 

are his minion. What do you expect to 
find out from me ?'' 

"I expect to learn what explosive was 
used to produce tbe result that seemed 
to bave such a remarkable effect on 
you." 

"Why do you say that? It had no 
effect on me. My heart is weak. I am 
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Hat), placing his bands on the arras of 
his chair, a* if he would dan to hia feat. 

"«*Sit where yon aie, ' \eaid Jtaraie 
firmly, "and I shall tell you ail I can 
about i t The government, for res&oaa 

that I d id not expect auch,f ©f its own, desires to keep the factor 
this explosion a secret, and ao 'very few 
people outside of official circles know 
anything about it. I am trying t o dis
cover the cause of that dimeter." 

"Aw you—are yoa working an be
half of the government!" asked tbe old 
man eagerly, a tremor, of fear i n hia 
quavering voice. 

"No; I am conducting my investiga
tions quite independently of the govern
men t " 

"Bu't why ! But whyt That i» what 
I don't understand.M 

" I would very much rather not an-
awer that question,** 

"But that question--everything ia 
involved i n that question. I must know 
why yon are here. If you are not i n tbe 
employ of the government in whose 
employ are yout" 

• I f I toil you.'*,said Jennie, with 
some hesitation, "will yon keep what I 
say a secret t" 

"Yes, yes, yea!" cried the scientist 
impatiently. -

"Well, I am in the service of a Lon
don daily newspaper." 

and they bave sent you 
here to publish broadcast over the world 
all you can find out of my doings. I 
knew yon were a spy tbe moment I saw' 
you. I should never have let you i n . " 

"My dear air, the London paper is 
not aware of your existence even. They j 
have not sent me to yoa at all. They 
bave sent me to learn, if possible, tbe 
cause of the explosion Japokeof. I took 
some of tbe debris to Herr Felts to 
analyse it, and he said he had never 
seen gold, iron, feldspar, and all that, 
reduced to such fine impalpable grains 
as was the case with the sample I left 
with him. I then asked him who in 
Vienna knew most about explosives, 
and he gave m& your address. Thst ii 
why l am here." 

"But the explosion—-yoa have not 
told me when and where i t occurred V 

"That, as-1 have said, is a govern
ment secret" 

"But you stated yon are not in the 
government employ. Therefore i t Can 
be no breach of confidence if you let me 
have foil particulars." 

Ijuippoee not. Very well, then. The 
hrt—on 

• ^ W v w . '••Tfa *̂aa.aaest%% 

"Then yon tarsr nothing to fear. 
Herr Soigfried. If you are innocent, 
why .are you aoioaffc $0 f ive m tws r at* 
aiaranceinthiiamatlwf** * 

"Itdhae nothing to da with me. I am 
ascienttot—I am a sciential, A11I wish 
ia to be left alone with myatudiee. I 
htv« nothing todo with governmenta or 
newspaper* or anythina; belonging to 
tbanV** 

Jennie u t tracing a pattern on the 
dusty HOOT with the point of her party 
sol She spoke very quietly 
, "The penciled" 

on the » s p ". 
the treaourj building; the center of the 
circle wta this garret. Why did you 
draw that p-enoited semicircle* Why 
art yon anxious that I should Jnot tea 
you had done sot Why did you djfwiroy 
the mapt** 

Professor Seigfried eat there looking 
at her with dropped jaw* but he made 
JIO reply, 

"If yon will excuse any aaying ao." 
the girl went on, "yon are acting f t ry 
childishly. I t i t evident to We that you 
are no criminal, yet if the director of 
police hid been in my place he would 
bave arrested yoa long ago, and that 
merely because of your own foolish ac
tions." 

"The map proved nothing," heeaid 
at last, haltingly, "and, besides, both 
you and the director will now have 
acme difficulty in finding i t " 
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"That ia farther proof of your folly. J strength I t ij»«iilTbla and i m w a w r -
The director doesn't need to find i t X 
am here to testify that I saw the map*! HEhen wh* ^ j j te i to making ?m 
aaw the, curved line paasfaig through: diacovery publict" J - - -
the treasury and saw yon destroy what " l a th t flrstjplaoe. btcaota Ibl iw^ec 
you thought was «,n incriminating piece atitt a tboaaand thiufa and mat* to ba 
of evidence. It woald be much better learned »Joni4hl| line of iKtHHHgwtih* 
i f yon would deal « i frankly with nw The mouMint a man anaouncat hiadiar* 
as I have done with yon. Then I shall coterie* he ia first rfdlctikdi, thtav 
give yon the best advice X can—if n>y when ike truth of what ha anwtaaia 
advice will beof any aatialanceto you." ^Dcovad. ̂ bert r i # i n a t t par|aof-th« 

"Yea. and publish i t to all the world otb^n»«a who lay theyhntw1 «H 
world!" aboAt it ten yeanar»and wlU prorvit, | haad was the aaaMaar 

" i t will have to be publlihed to all t o o - a t leaat fir anough to dfludea bad pwvioaaly gives 
the world in any case, fw, if I IkaT* gnl l ib^world; in thesacondjpUea, ha- . - .. 
here without full knowledge, I wil l cauae I am a hon»ane a u t - l Iwalkaa 
•imply go to the police office and that* to spread broadcaat a knowlfiff* tht* 
tell all X know I"' wW^tath l t 'i$&m mw»i&9* 

"A»d if I do speak you will iHIl go- unlvam. Jhali . i B N ^ * ^ * ^ * * ! * ' 
to tbe director of the police and t«ll son. There ia ai^het w»o, X haHeva, 
him what yon have discoveredl!" .hat 4i»co*ajwa n̂Ws |i;|pila^nii\l|^n% 

"No; I give yoa my word that I will loosen itt ftip on the r^rnat^thit i i 
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the director of police." 
"Oh, -the director of police!" echoed 

the professor, quite evidently abashed 
by the information. The rigidity of his 
attitude relaxed, and be became once 
more tbe old man be bad appeared as 
he eat in a heap in his chair. "You 
will excuse me," he muttered, edging 
round toward his chair again, " I was 
excited." 

" I noticed that you were, professor. 
But before you sit down again please 
unlock that door." 

"Whyt" be asked, pausing on his 
way to the chair. 

"Because I wish i t open." 
"And I, " b e said in a higher tone, 

"wish it to remain locked until we have 
come to some understanding. I can't let 
you go out now, but I shall permit you 
to go unmolested as soon as you have 
made some explanation to me." 

"If you do not unlock the door im
mediately, I shall take this machine 
and fling it through the front window 
out on tbe street. The crashing glass on 
the pavement will soon bring some one 
to my rescue, professor, and. as I have 
a voice of ray own and small hesitation 
about shouting I shall have little diffi
culty in directing the strangers where 
to come.'' 

As Jennie spoke she moved swiftly to
ward the table on which stood the 
strange aggregation of reflectors and 
bent glass tubing. 

"No, no, no!" screamed the pro
fessor, springing between her and tbe 
table. "Touch anything but that—any
thing but that I Do not disturb it an 
inch—there is danger—death not only 
to yon and me, but perhaps to the 
whole city. Keep away from it I" 

"Very well, then," said Jennie, step
ping back in spite of her endeavor to 
sustain her eelf control, "open the door. 
Open both doors and leave them so. 
After that, if you remain seated in your 
chair, I shall not touch the machine. 
nor shall I leave until I make the ex
planations you require and yon have 
answered some questions that I shall 
ask. But I must have a clear way to tbe 
stair in case you should become ex
cited again." t 

"I'D unlock the doors. I'll unlock 
both doors," replied tbe old man tremu
lously,, fumbling about his pockets for 
his keys "But keep away from that 
machine unless yon want to bring 
swift destruction on us alL " 

With an eagerness that retarded his 
speed the professor, constantly looking 
over his shoulder at his visitor, unlock
ed the first door; then hastily he flung 
open the second and tottered back to his 
chair, where he collapsed on the tiger 
skin, trembling and exhausted. 

"We may be overheard," he whined. 
"One can never tell who may sneak 
quietly up the stair.. I am surrounded 
by spies trying to find oat what I am 
doing." 

"Wait a moment," said Jennie. 
She went quickly to the outer door, 

found that it closed with a spring latch, 
opened and shot it two or three times 

the 17th in the vault of tbe treasury." 
The old man, in spite of the prohibi

tion, rose uncertainly to hit feet 
Jennie sprang up and said menacing

ly, "Stay where you are I" 
"I am not going to touch you. If you 

are so suspicious of every move I make, 
then go yourself and bring me what I 

in 
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motor man T" cried Jeo»i*,l*nffalna> 
"Jhat-:'*itra»t" 3Mj*%f. ?Mi$&W 

• paper* in' .tht world have axpcaad his 
/riaienfott*' r^inttoaiis ••.jKbftm.-omt 
nothing but ipend other peopla'a woo-
a y * £ " " " > ' '''-:'•'.']"•'. •'*'"'-,'*'''' '• . ' , . " . .** f , * • " 

"Ye*, the newipa)^ , h*Tt ridiculed 
him. Human being* have, since the be.; 
fiB'nlns*..of" ; «« • wSfloV donai';.' »Mr 

m 
' * » 3 

"No 
word!" 

"Will you promise not to print 
your paper what I tell yout" 

"No; I cannot promise tbifel" 
"Still, the newspaper doesn't mat

ter," continued the tciehtiife, "The 
atory would bevalaelen to you, b«<»nse 
no one would! believe i t There i« no 
use in printing a. story in anewipaptr, pwptefiW.' W « t ^ t J ^ ^ t M » ^ l * i ' 
that will be langhedat, itinera! -How*: |T|6rca,thti *^mwfa&*WWk 
ever, I think yon «rehonest. Otherwiii measure.•-^l«:l^lMaBna^V»JPi& l . 
yoa would haye promised flot.ioprint'likt,a'»*^^ 
a line of what X tell you, ipd than I of wfttor h^wnnld-dflfa '*••timmfc'•' 
should have known you were lying,, « o w tht oceAn, it l i w r httit jUfcfc 
w « t s easy to promise that, a t to . t t y , wo*JB»f-twly- ,*»fl* iS> fJ*:'oti - ' 
you would not tell the director Of p ^ . a n d n e h i f r ' t m t o ^ W ^ 

ty t on. »e,^foaf:«icn;w^M'whji't;^ 
othtr i* doifl#» •- iMtt#-o*%*Wottii. 
how- t o .control' ;tJhiivJ^ret,: tfei|iivt||lu' 
inift't «*ifi| wlll;:wn 4ow* t* posterity i 
•forey«ttV vJj0":lfa«;|i6*'y»|;1b^ii^:n> 4t t f 

i t ; neither have I, Thera ia itill another, 
di f fer^ot i !«t^ tO'.b# 1 .-: 
able to lopten- m$ i<mM^:^*i ( 

pretence* t citt:oliJr^O#*^**Nunn<lf' r "• 
All my taptiM&Mi^^ > 
the direction of making modificatioia 
with thla machine,, »o as to libtraw th t 
foroe within the tha compass, aayeof 
this roomj but tfee pmbltw liaa 
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lice. X thought «t first tome aclentiet 
had sent you hero to play the spy on 
me and losrn what I was doing. X as
sure yon I heard nothing about tbe ex
plosion, yon speak of, yet I was certain 
i t had occurred somewhere along *hat 
line which X drew on 'the map. I had 
hoped it was rot serious and begun to 
believe it was not. The anxiety of tht 
last month has nearly driven me in
sane, and, ai you say quite truly, my 
actions have been childish." 

Tbe old roan in his excitoment bad 
risen from bis chair and wai now pac
ing up and down thtroom, rwmlafbia ~m^ m ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ i r i ^ ^ ^ 
fingers distractedly through, hit l o t * .cfcUjt ,wnds ,'m ^fflfflmfflmt*,: 

' whltt hair and talkipg niort to himself |^|»- «^# r:^r^:W^-.nf-aflr- mfc'< 
than to hit auditor. substance matt tinite at a fbftna. and; 

I Jennie had edged her chair nearer to j . have not been able to lariat that foes*" 
th t door and bud made DO protest nearer roe than something wa r bah* a 
against hit rising, fearing to interrupt nsila, ' ' r 

hia flow of talk and again aronat hit u j ^ i tummar I'wttt to an aniaaab* 
• ^ i ^ 0 0 * , ^ 1 x i.--' , i t ^p t r lo f Bwitatrltto aadtherecon-

"1 have nowish to pNJMtpxtnfw fan* w y ^ntriwaujik I Maw up at 
tiooa. I have never taktn out a patent w m rocicg ffBa bowlders on tha-noaa-
in my life. Vbat X discover Igive frtt- , . „ , gide- the distances Varyiae; froaa-

.«« .«»«.«««—.- «» ~»* ™ . - ' Vf to tht world, but I will not be robbed % nfo fr^uM « mile, I axaaainti the 
dieated. It waa an ordinary map of tht of my rtputttioH t l \ * t c i # « a t I i W a t r^anlte^ the dialntavratioa, aad whe# 
city of Vienna, and as Jennie took i t my name * o ^ dnwn tc> potterfty y o t t caiat in and as*awtfta*tlMaw0I< 
down she noticed that across the aonth- among thoat of tht great d twvarerm. t^gri^ t * onct that some OSM had 
ernpartof the city a semicircular l ine Yon talked inat nowof g d n g t o t h t ^dnW»vtrtathea^crtitlMivtfc^ati w^ia^ 
inpencU bad been drawn and, exam- polict and teWng them whtf yon anaw., to f g ^ ^ for tht last M years. I 
ining it more closely, saw that the ata- Foolish creaturt! You e o w w a c n thought that pttbani yon had come 
tionarypart of thecompaas had been h*™ goao to the central police office - — - - . « . - * . . . 
placed on tbe spot where stood the without my permission, or against my w . 
bnilding which contained the profess- w i l l than you coald go to-toe window w y w „ « . * • £ bymyat l t * h l t uw 
or's studio. She paid closer attention and whittle back those *Wjt P*i«f * &in$t whfol> yo« eWkltttty*brat*an> 
to the pencil mark and observed that i t •eatterad to tho winds. Before yon ̂  to throw out & tht wtodcwVtojnV 
passed through the treasury building, reached the bottom of the stain11 could dentally alipped front Wmp#*t whlav; 

"Don't look at that map!" shrieked h a w laid Vienna in a manlof wins, j Wfl» working her# soma tima attw 
the professor, beating the air with hie Tat, I oonld i n all probability have midnight on tbe 17th, I placed i t in)- that In hia 
hands. "I asked yoa to bring it to me.'. blown np the entire twpir* o f Ant* n*ediat«iy as you see i t now;^nw> i t her | 
Can't you do a simple action like that tria, The truth, is that I do to t know 4 ^ ^ ^ xrft j , , ^ ^idaJr and i t t a t i | •• 
without spying about*" i *h« Um** <* *T power. SOT dart X t t t t ^ n t n t l y harmless, l i u t ^ i 1 * * * * * * * ' 
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"Don't look at that map/" $hrteke& Q%4 
profe$»or. 

want. There is a map of Vienna pinned 
against tbe wall yonder. Bring i t to 
me." 

Jennie proceeded in the direction in 
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awifUydown stau>a«»Dfftaw 

XWaaadietl mta^who 
m__ w w_ „ . _ __.. adaaUaChnt _. 

fromKeely. l a m nowconyinoedmat cuaintad with hias, I 
the explosion you «peek of m t l ^ treat- had fawMtwdt, wtsa) 

fatxta«4 

at a tiaaa, aad J 
tw«t slowly. > Btjr 
d o o r o f t b e a t t k r ^ 

" I t fa wtalaat," 
tVLffrfadlt dtadV 
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i t ' Jennie rapidly unfastened the paper 
from the wall and brought it to him. I "Ob, this is t madman,!" _ 
The scientist scrutinized i t closely, ad- Jennie ai she edged stUl nearer to the 
justing his glasses the better to ate. door. The old man paused in bis walk 
Then he deliberately tore the map into and turned fiercely upon her, 
fragments, numerous and nVinnte. He "Yon don't belie** met*' he ttld. 
rose, and tbfe time Jennie made no pro-1 "No, I do not," the answered, the 
test, went to the window, opened i t , color leavingvher cheeks. 

faaiaaM'of 
with'i^trambliat 
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: plosioa mutt havs taken plaos jn Ties- after all it ia for the.t 
thought na sornewhere within ^ « d i u s of half 1 "I acabt t b a i . $ ^ 

' a mfle., I drew tht pendl semicircle, aevar faaiWknke«ii 
that you aaw on th« inap cf tyisaaa, iotaKeaswkaa aw 
for in my excitement in pladng the moved right ta tfw 1 
machine nprigb»:X h id not. . . . . , . ,. r 
actly where it bad pointed, but t knew 

j alonfe the lint X had drafa;.aatx^aoBiot * 
flnng the flntteriag bits of paper out The ttjed^acientist f w e nftertnctjto dirnt have ocenrred and could, only 

• - - - - • - - - nopt&atltha^ not hatn a aeriouaca* f ma in eriticiaaag 

afratt,^) 
that we hat* 

_ state of dtveoeauntan 
into the air, the strong wind carrying a hideou's chuckle. He took from one'of | bope that it had not b«« aaeriouaca* | maineriticiaaag the 
them far over the roofs of Vienna. Ihfe numeroui shelve* a htmwer head j which it MBCBW,tem9tXTitfW *»4 
Closing the casement, he came back to' without the handle and for a moment | w«itrf, Jiardly daring to leave my attic, 
his chair. • I Jemiie thought he waijoing to attiksk hnt hearing noj iewr^ anydtoaMl" 

"Was—was any one hart at tfiia ex- her, but he merely banded the metal to i w M ^^ between tat tanrlety^ihtf 
plosion t" he asked presently. | Iter and taidi ^ I would naturally come to any humane . 

~ — ' " • - * - "*• ' } mm injwŷ ^ ^ t t o n — w b o did not wWi! atrt jtudnJamt 
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... - "Yet; four men were killed instant-] . * ^eak th t t f « t r o> fJseeithetwten 
nnjil^ejyaajjerigctlyftwiiliarwith ita j y . a doten were-seriuualy iajured a « r yaans t t in^^ 
workings; then she closed it, drew the 
inner door nearly shut and sat down. 

"There," she said, "we are quite 
aafe from interruption, frofeasor Seig-
fried, bnt I must request yon not to 
move from your chair." f> 

"I have no intention of doing so," 
murmured the old man. "Who sent 
you? Yon said you would tell me. I 1 
think you owe me an explanation." ' 

"I think you owe me one," replied j 

are now in hospital" 
J "Oh, my <3od~-my Gto&l*' cried 
old man, covering bis face with Ida 
hands, swaying from side to side in Ida 
chair like a man tortured with agony 

' and remorse. At last he lifted a fate* 
that had grown more pinched and yel
low within the last few minutes. 

j "I can tell you nothing," he said, 
moistening his parched lips. 

««You mean that yon will tell xne 
the girt "As I told you before, np one nothing, 'orX seeplainly that yon know 
sent me. I came here entirely of my everything.'* 
own accord, and I shall endeavor to ?« "I knew nothing of any explosion un 
make dean to yon exactly w h y 1 ^ t . til yon spoke ̂  it, .mrthmmtW* 
Some time ago there octorred in fhto ^fti, &» treasury or tefrtmia***** 
dty a terrific explosion"— * -•— -J - - w • * • * -- *-

1 "You know that is absurd j I cannot 
t he do i t . "" - v ^ - r . V ;••-••/• 

**Why can't you do'lif 
**Becatt»i i t i t of atttL** 
"Tht t I t no i?etio!B." Why can** yott 

d o i t r * ; .;••••.-. • ; . •' •» v̂. 
He glared i t her fiercely over hia 

glasses, and the saw lit hit wild eye all 
1 the enthusiasm of an inatmctor enlight

ening a pupil. " -
«*I'tt tell f on #hy 3 on ran t do it. 

because e^ei^ ni iuft^ particle of it is 
held together by an enoi^nwus foroe. It 
may be heated «dbot and bsetenlnto 

i *^k*#&*m*»mM'. 

to destroy l ift- and the fear that, if 
nothing BN4 occurred, I had not at 
tuallymad* tbe diavovery I thought 1 
had made, # 0 0 spoke of my actions be
ing ofaildieh, but wheat I realised that I 
had myteil JJee* the eamaa of the explo
sion --a fe t i of crimiaal prosecntioa 
came over me Not that 1 should ob
ject to imprisonment if they would ad 
low nw to continue my experiment* 
but that doubtleaa they would new do, 
for the authorities know nothing fld ad* 
sues and care law. * 
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