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When Jennie returned to Vienna and
was once mote ipstalled in her luxurious
rooms at the Palace Steinheimer, she
received in due time a copy of The
Daily Bugle, forwarded to her under
The girl
could not complain that the editer had
failed to make the most of the news ghe

cover a8 a registered letter.

bhad sent him. As she opened out th

paper she saw the great black headlines
that extended across two columns, and
the news itself, dated not from Venice,

but from Vienna, was in type a shad
larger than that ordinarily used in th

paper and was doable leaded. The head-

ings were startling enough:
PHAXTOM GOLD.

The Most Gigantic Robbery of Mod-

ern Timea,

The Austrian War Chest Dynamited,

Millfon Pounds
Looted.

‘Twenty

Appalling Disaster at the Treasary

In Vienna.

Four Men Killed and Sixteen Others

More or Leas Seriously Injured.

“Dear me,’” the princess cried, in
looking over Jennie's shoulder at these

amazing headings. ‘‘how like home tha

looks! The Bugle doesn’t seem at all
It reminds me
of a Chicago paper’s account of a base-
a baseball match when
Chicago was winning, of  course, when
Anson had lined out the ball from the
plate to the lake front and brought
three men in on a2 home run at a crit-

like a L.ondon journal.

ball match,

ical point in the game.’’
“Guod gracious!”’

it slapg or some foreign tonguae?’’

“It is pure Chicagoess, Jennie, into
which I occasionally lapse even here in
prim Vienna. I would like to seea good
baseball match, with the Chicago nine
going strong. Letus abandon this effete
mobarchy, Jennie, and pay a visit to

Anmerica.”’
“I'll go with pleasure if you will tel

me first who looted the war chest. If

L

yon can place your dainty forefinger on |
the spot that conceals 300,000,000 flor-
ins in gold, I'll go any where with you."’

“Oh, yes, that reminds me. I epoke
to my husband this mourning and ask-
ed him if he could get you enrolled as a
and he said there
'might he some difficulty in obtaining
such an appointment for a woman.
y objection to dress-

special detective,

Would you have
ing up as a nice young man, Jennie?’’

*I'd very much rather not. I hope
you didn’t suggest that to the prince.”’
The princess laughed merrily and shook

her head.
“No:

SN

N

The headings were startling enough.
ideas about woman in Austria and
think her proper place is presiding over
a tea table.’’

¢““Well, if they only knew it,"" said
Jennie, archly, ‘“‘some things have been
discovered over a teacup within our
own memories.’

““That is quite true,’’ replied the
princess, ‘‘but we can hardly give the
incident as a recommendation to the
Anustrian authorities. By the way, bave
you noticed that no paper in Vienna
said a single word about the yobbery of
the war chest? It must have been tele-
graphed here very promptly from Lon-
don, and yet they do not even deny it,
which is the usual way of meeting the
trath.”

‘While they were talking a message
came from the prince, asking if ae
might take the liberty of breaking in
upon théir conference. A few moments
after the .prince himself entered the
apartment and bowed courtly deference
to the two ladies.

<] .have-succeeded,’’ - heaﬁémw-ae&%nthecompmydmmmgagmg‘ '

yond my expectations. It seemns that a
newspaper in London has published an
account of the whole affair, and the po-
lice,"who , were at their wite’ end be-

‘fore, are even more flnstered now that
the accrunt of the robbery has been
" made public.”

¢Jennie has just received a paper

- - from London,’’ said the princess hur- | by the police.
w; " riedly, ‘““which says the war chest of
=" Austria has been robbed of 200,000,000 that extensive mass of buildings of

- ' florins, but there is nothing about it in | which the treasury forms & part. The
:' the Vienna prees.””  —

“No," replied® the prince, *‘nor s

LA

In Gold

cried Jennie.
*“What language are you speaking? Is

I told him I believed that you
could solve the mystery if any one
could, and, remembering what you had
done in that affair f the diamonds, my
husband has the greatest faith in your
powers as an investigator, but he fears
the authorities here will bu reluctant to
allow a woman to have any part in the
search. They have very old fashioned

. about it hexe*
port ¥’ asked the princess innocently.

Vignna, for a time at Jeast.

acroes the fronti

e

. that he does not get back in a hurry;

out the truth abount the explosion.”’
sion '* asked the princess.

know ever since it happened!™

‘t”

cried the princess indignantly.

ble.”’

mapaged it)"' exclaimed the princess.
lished to all the world. "’
‘‘Not quite all the wearld, my dear.

nothing about it.’’
**The princess tells me,’’ said Jennie,

Have you succeeded ?”’

| | comparatively a new thing in Vienn.

knowns £ all tha werld W‘lutgh. '
and I imagine nothing will be aid

«13 there, them, any truth in thore-

*“Trath! I{’s all trath; that is jost
where the trouble is. There is little use
in onr denying it, becanse this London
sheet is evidently wel]l informed, and, to
deny it, we should have to publish
something about the robbery itself,
which we are not inclined to do. Ris
known, however, who the ftwo cormre-
spondents of the London paper are, and
I believe the police are going to make
it so interesting for those two gentle-
men that they wil be glad to leave
Of course
nothing can be done openly, because
Englishmen make such a fuss when
® | their liberties are emcroached wupon.
One of the young men has been luved
by a bogus telegram,
and I think the authorities will see

the other we expect to be rid of before
long. Of course we could expel him,
but if we did it would be thought that
we had done g0 becanse he had found

‘“How did you learn about the explo-
*“Oh, I bave known all there was to

The princess gave Jennie a quick
look, which said as plainly aa words,
‘‘Here was the news we wanted in our
own household and we mnever suspected

‘“Why didn't you tell me about it!"’

**Well, you see, my dear, you never
took any interest in- politics, and I did
not think the affair wounld have any at-
N traction for you. Besides,'’ he added,
with a emile, ‘“we were all cautioned
to keep the matter as secret as possi-

‘“And wonderfully well yon have
“That shows what comes of trusting a
secret to a lot of men. Here it xs pub-

As I have said, Austria will know

‘‘that you were kind enough to en-
deavor to get me permission to make
some investigation into this mystery.

**Yes, Miss Baxter, as 1 have said, I
have suncceeded quite beyond my ex-
pectations, for the lady detective is

However, the truth is the police are
4u-#-fog apd they are ready--

disrsaslodd on gouard, who salnted ax
the chief passed them.
*‘Does this lead 2o the room where

tbe‘e&xplmion took place 7 asked Joninie.

s & -3

*And s this the only entrance?l™ .

*‘The only entrance, madame,”.

““Were the men gn gnard in this
doorway tpjared by the explosion?™*

“*Yes. They were not seriomly in- |
jured, but were rendered incapahle for
& time of attending to their dntiea. >

*“Then a person conld -have cicaped
without their recing him

“‘A whole regiment;of persons might
hsve escaped. You will understand ex-

corridor $o a long cannon, the room at
the end being the breechloading cham-
ber. Two guards were inside the room
and twn others ontsiGe the door thiak
commaneiated with this corridor, These |

guards inside the room not & vestige

) ?"

A
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He proved to be a most obuquiom high
ly decorated old gentiema

has been found. The door. one 0! the
strongest that can be made, aomowhat
gimilar to the door of a safe, was flang
outward and craoshed to the floor the
two guarda who atood outside itin the
oorridor. Between the chamber in
which the chest lay and

it comes Herv is a written permit from
the very highest authority, which yon
are not to wuse except in a case of
emergency. Here is also an order from
the chief of police which will open for
you every door in Vienna, and, finally,
bere ie a badge which you can pin on

your clothing. This badge, I under
stand, is rarely given out. It is partly
civil and partly military. You can show
it to any guard, who will, on secing it,
give you the right of way. In case he
does pot, appeal to his superior officer,
and allow bim to read your police per-
mit. Shounld that £ail then play your
tramp card, which i tihis highly im-
portant document.

**‘The director of the police, who isa
very shrewd man, seemmed anxious to
make younr acquaintance before yoa be-
gau your investigations. He asked me
if you would call upon him, but seemed
taken aback when I told him that yon
were my wife's friend and a guest at
our house, so he suggested that you
would in all probabllity wish first to
see the scene of the explosion and pro-
posed that he should call here with his
carringe and accompany you to the
treasury. He wished to know if 4 o’clock
in the afternvon would suit your con-
venience. '’

““Oh, yes,’’ replied Jennie. “I am
anxious to begin at once, and of course
I shall be obliged to him if he will act
as my guide in the vaults of the treas-
ury aid tell me how much they have
already discovered.’'

4+ *“You must not expect information
from tiie police—in fact, I doubtif thay
have discovered anything ; still, if they
have, they are more likely to keep it to
themselves, and I imagine they will
hold a pretty close watch on you and be
more anxious to learn what yon find
out and thus take the credit, if they
can, than to furnish you with any
knowledge of the affair they may hap:
pen to possess.”’

what one has a right to expect. I don’t
wish to rob the police of any credit
there is to be garined from this
gation, and I am gquite willing to turn
over to them whatever clews ] may hap-
pen to chance upon. *’

‘“Well, if you can comvince the di-
xector of that, you will have all the as-
gistance he can give you. It wouldn’t

are acting merely in an amateur way,
and that youn have nodesire to rob them
of their glory when it comesto the solv.
ing of -the problem.”’

Promptly at 4 o’clock the director of
the police put in appearance at the
Palace Steinheimer. He proved to be a
most obsequious, highly decorated old
gentleran, in a very resplendent uni-
form, and he could hardly conceal his
surprise on learning that the lady de-
tective was a woman so young and so
pretty. Charmed as he was to find him-

it was nevertheless ovidemt to Jennie
he placed no very high estimate on
he assistance she might be able to give
in solving the mystery of the treasury.
This-trend of mind, she thought, had
its advantages, for the direvtor would
‘be less loath to give her full particulars
of what had alrepdy been accomplished

Jennie accompanied the director to

carriage drew up at a doorway and here
‘the director and his compamnion got out.

to welcome Help from whatever quarter

some not too conspicnons portion of

. “That is quite natoral and onlyI

' for a moment there had been a shotk of

' therelikelytobe. The@bher’innow‘ﬂeledthawayinto thebuﬂdln@thm"

trance were 18 men on guard.

ane of those was thrown down, for the
blast, if I may call it so, traveled along
this straight corrider like the chaxge
along the inside of a gun batrel. The
guards nearest the treasure chamber
wsre, of conrse, the more serioudy in-
jured, but those farther out did mot
escape the shock, and the door by which -
we entered this oorridor, while mot -
blown from its hinges, was noverthelems
forced open, its stroug bolts anapping
like matches. 80 when yon se the
great distance that intervones befween
the chamber and that door you wrill
have some idea of the forcoof the ex-
plosion.”

“Thero i8 no exit, then, from the
treasure chamber except along this cor-
ridor 7"’

““No, madame. The walls of the
chamber are of enormons sirength, be-.
cause, of course, it was expected that
if an attempt at robbery were sver
made it would be from the outside,
and it is scarcely poasible that even the
most expert of thieves could succeed in
passing the two guards at the door,
16 guards and officers along the cor-
ridor, two outside the treasnry door
and two in the chamber itself. BSucha
large number of soldiers wers kept here
80 that any attempt at bribery would
be impossible. Among such a number
one or two were sure to be Incorrupti-

ble, and the guards wers constantly |

changed. Seldom was either officer or
man twice on duty here during the
month. With suchan enormous amount
at stako overy precaution was taken, *’

“Are there any rooms at the right or
left of this corridor in which the thisves
could have concealed themselves while
they fired the minet’’

“No; the corridor leads to the troms-
are chamber alone.”

*“Then,’” maid Jennle, *‘I can't see
how it was posafble for m number of
men to have made away with the trems-
ure in such circurustances as exist
hm ”»

“Nevertheless, my dear -young lady, .
the treasure is gone. We think that
the mine was Jaid with the connivances -
of ome or more officers on dufy here, |

investi- Wou ses, the amount at stake was #6 . done, he handed the pachga tua'mie,

iarge that a share of it would tempt .
any nine human beings out of ten. Our |

i theory is that the train was laid, possi-

bly eleciric wires being wused, which'
would be unmnoticed along thé edge of
the corridor and that the bribed oficer .

be bad tactics to let him know that you : exploded the dynamite by bringing the
lends of .the wire into conlact. We :

think that the explosion was & great
deal more severe than was anticipated.
Probably it was expected that the shock [
wonld break a " hole from the tressmre
chamber to the streef, but so stromg
were the walls that no impression was
‘made upon them, and a cabman whof
was driving pest at the time heard not |
a sound of thé explosion, although he
felt.a tremble of theground and thought

ek & staif, entered 3
corrider, at tha doot of - which twe sob-{ o

actly the sitvation if X compare this!

four men were killed instantly. Of the

| timo to' me already.

’the driver to take y:g;: egimli{n o-$ié

u&msc»
"W&‘m é‘?’ pan ot Chin por
0 & 5 by

EJ . heard nothing o‘t' the e ‘
youd a low rumble, snd Shose whe'
thought of the putter at »2 imagived:
anexplwmewmxmd intome i
tant of the city, ™ =
en the putsile doors in thbkm
han above were nok blown open?™® +

“No; the officer rgnrm that they
were Jocked and bolted when he esapr} <
ined them, which was some minuges, of | 4
conras, after the dimaster had taken i lite)
place, for he, the officer in charge, had | and
been thrown down snd stuxned. -sem-
ingly by the concnesion of air. uhlcl; th
took place.*

As Jennie walked dqwn the mﬂdolz‘
 alie axw rore and more avidence of the
convalsion. The thick im~bonné M

ous hinges were twisted as it they had

been made of glve, and its mamive| The

bolts were spapped across like bitsof] wild w

glass. All along the corridor on the } happes

floor was a thick coating of dustand] “Ob,. nie."fahe o
debris, finely powdered, growing dee .(h& miua. Qnd w!;o ;obml

shd deeper until the entrance to he |
Toom was reached. There were no win- |
dowseither in corridor or chamber, and] plieds

the way was lit by candles held by ol "‘DOI!' lﬁnm; ’I!Xmu f’cu ;
diers who accompanied them. The]you are paying me! Do yom ﬂlibk
scoria ernnched nnderfoot as they walk- | in oneafternoon 1 sm ¥ 10 noly,

ted, and in the chavaber itsell great| mystary that has d
» heapa of dust, sand and plaster, all fine- | talentuof all the bes
Iy powdered, lay in the cormers of the ] trint I'wish :hcd
.room and on one sids was plied up
" higher than a man's head. There seém- |

! ed to be tons of this debris, and as Jm-
. nio looked nup at the ! cci}lng{
. sembling the roof of & vhulted dup
| ehe saw that the stone itself had
ground to fine dust with the tmnengom'
. force of the blast. 1w
| “Where are the rempants of jhe?
treasure chest?* she asked. &
The director shook hils head. .
““Thern are no remmwaetave;ﬂgﬁ in tl
t of it is to bp fornd.” o 0
| %Of what was it madet” - | pld ’vfh ol
“Weo used to have an old tremmre! A .ngh word
chest here made of -oak, bound with' otop sl th you" ]
iron, but scne years ago, » new receps | ¥
tacle being ndded, one was especially- halp
made of hardened atee), construcsed on s
the modern principle of those burglar  **Now,

proof and fireproof safes.” » sit Jown here )
“And do yon mean to say thero is ' dmtoﬁthqa ternoon, ;.
notbing left of this?"” am Joet conmmied

“Nothing that wa bave been ahle &o kuaw you 1!“ - dincd

“We I have seen p}__ceﬁyhgggx P §
namite explosions have oceurred,-but I “Hecan
know of nothing to compars with thil, buk, 3L,
Iam suvs that if dynamite bad been  that delisk
used or any explosive now generstly.oh- - , ‘I shall order it at
tainable there would hiave boen lefk . wm xved ahort
least some xemnaxnt of the safe. Hxin't
this pileof rubbish been disturhed; linob :
the-axplosiont”? -

"Yes: it has beon turned oves. WQ *J' thatw
made a search for the twomen, bnt v bQ mlitem
found no traceof them.” - .1 1y A

m«t you found no pmicxuot imn» lght.’

“The.heap throughout.is ;Izm »8 you ' { all 1o
see it on the surface, a fine, almost im= | i
palpable, dnst. 'We had to exercive the
greatest care in searching thronghis, {80 ,
for the moment it was disturbod Veith s TIOGMALY;
shovel it filled the air in suffocating’ W . Palace
clonds. Of course we shall have it re- . “‘
moved by and by and cart it.away, bnt}
I considered it better toallow it tore-
main here ungil we had peroirated |
somewhat farther into the my:te:yi
than wo have already done.** - -

Jennie stooped and picked npa- hand-
ful from the heap. Her action catised &
mist to rise in the air that made them | =
-both choke and cotgh, and yet she was
instantly struck by the fact that her|
handful seemed inordmate!y huv:r for | °
its bulk, '

“Mayl hka.mme of tﬁiu,with mt" Ny
she avked. . X

«Of course,” replied the direcior. of
shall have a pucm g& iﬁ pnt~np~ for
you.* .

“Y would like to tﬂw it w!th
now,”uidﬂeunh#ﬁmmn
' to know exactly of what !H‘
Who iu the goyemnment anslys
have you such an oficial?”; .-

“Herr Feltx, in the Granbenst
is,a famous analytical chemist, : ‘Yw
cannot & better than go o hin*

Do you think he. knows uuyiblns
about explosives?’’

1 shonld suppowo-so, bnt it nbﬂ)o
will certainly be able to tell you who
the best man is in that Hne” - . .} o

The director ordered one of the e PIEEE
. who accompanied him to find asmally - .
paper bag and fill it with the débrisof
| the tremsurs chamber. When thik was

' ?” " " .V;A._, ‘
i .

Wbo md PO M R
F"I‘I shall go at once and miﬂm .
s : =
“My cm'iqga is At yourg § o8 ’h

madame,”.
*Oh, no; thank you! Ido ﬁoi visli
to trotble yon further, Lam verymnch, |

obliged to you:for- dmﬁugw« e
ahaﬂ t:gé‘  {
flacre,”” 3

«“My carringe is s the doortz*,’ s
gisted the divector, *and I will ; u‘t%f "

shop of Horr Felte.
be lost, and X think ¥ X am with
youwill be more sureof attention ﬁ'a
the chemist, who fs & very busy msn.”

_Jennie saw that - the director did ng
wish to Ie her ont of hisaigh

w{h nake- i ° ’ e +
“You think, then, that the thieves mvmredpo
were outside 1’ | “It s very kind of y
“That seems the only possible solu- , muth ﬁwable and dw&e
tion.”” -youi- $iine-to-wiei—1 b
“The outsids doors were locked and | yotir company | off sre quité
bolted, of course?”’ | T st mot keeping you frout
“Oh, certainly! But it they had a | more jmportant.”

confederate or two in the large ballway |
up stairs they would see to it that there
was no trouble about getting in. Once | ;
{nside the Iarge hullway, with gﬁmh §
stunned by the shock, the way to the
tnmmre chamber was absolutely clesr,” »»

“There i nothing :mote im
; than the investigs
band,’”” replied the ¢hiet oo

A tw;hminnm i;ﬁ%r
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