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**You cannot expect one to remember
what happened in Washington five
" "“years ago. Youn know the administra-
tion changes every four years, and
memaries seldom earry back even so far
as that.”’ -

‘I had hoped that.xuy most outspoken
adoration would have left reminiscence
that might cutlast administration. I
have not found forgetting so easy.”

‘*Are yon quite sure of that, Lord
Donal?"’ asked the girl archly, closing
bher fan and giving him for the first
time a full view of ber face.

The young man seemed for a moment
perplexed, but she went on, giving him
little time for reflection, ‘‘Have your
diplomatic duties taken you away from
Washington "’

**Yes, to the other end of the earth.
I am now in 8t. Petersburg, with ulti-
mate hopes of Vienna, princess. I hap-
pened to be in London this week, and,
hearing you were to be here, I mouved
heaven and earth for an invitation.”

**Which yon obtained only to find
1 yourself forgoutten. How hollow this
world is, isn't itt"’

‘*Alas, yes' A man in my profession
sees & good deal of the seamy side of
life, and 1 fully believe that my rapidly
lessening dependence on human veracity
will be shattered by my superiors send-
ing me to Ccnstantinople. But let me
find you a seat vut of this crowd where
we may talk of old times. '’

**1 don’t care so much about the past
as I do about the present. Let us go up
! into that gallery, where you will puint

out to e the celebrities Isuppuse yon
know them all. while I am an entire
stranger to London suciety. '’

**That is a capital idea!"’ cried the
young man enthusiastically. **Yes, I
think I koew most of  the people here,
at least by name. Ah. here comes the
royal party' We shall just be in time to
have a good lock at them.

The band played the national anthem,
and Lord Donal got two chairs, which
he placed at the edge of the gallery,
well hidden from the promenaders by

“gpreading tropical planta.

“Ob, this 1s jolly!" cried Jennie,
quite forgetting the dignity of a prin-
cess. *'Ycu tuld me why you came to
the ball. Do voon know why I am here?”’

“Op the remote chance of meeting
me, whom yon pretended to have for-
gotten, '’ replied the young man auda-
clously.

“*Of course, '’ langhed Jonnie. **But.
aside from that, I cawe to gee the cus-
tumes. Yon know we women are libel
ously said to dress for each other.
Away from the world, 1o the Tyral, 1
have little opportunity of seeing any-
thing fine in the way of dress. and so 1
accepted the 1nvitation of the duchess.”

“Have yon the invitation f the
duchess with yeut"

“Yes, [ am going to take some notes
on the hack of it Wonld you like tu
see it ?"° She handed bim the letter and
then leaned back in ber chair, regarding
him closely The puzzled expression on
his face deepened as he glanced over
the invitation and saw that it was ex-
actly what 1t purported to be. He gave
the letter hack to her, saying

“Bo you are here to gee the fashions
It ia a subject I know little about; baut,
judging by effect, I should say that the
Princess von Steinheimer has nothing
to learn from any ope present. If I may
touch on a topic so personal, your cos-

, tume is what they call a creation, is it
not, princess?’’

“It isn't bad,'* said the girl. looking
down at her gown and then glancing
up at him with merriment dancing in
her eyes. The diplomat had his elbow
resting on the balustrade, his head
leaning on Bis hand, and, quite obliv-
fous to everything else, was gazing at
her with such absorbed intentness that
the girl blushed and cast down her
eyes The intense g@miration in his
look was undisguised. *'Still.’’ she rat-
tled on somewhat breathlessly, “‘one
gets many hints from others, and the
creation of today is merely the old
clothes of tomorrow. Invention has no
vacation, so far as ladies’ apparel is
concerned. ‘Take no thought of tomor-
row, wherewithal ye shall be clothed,’
may bhave been a good motto for the
court of SBolomon, but it has little rela-
tion with that of Victoria.”

“Solomon, if the saying is his, was
hedging. He had many wives, you
know. "’

“Well, as I was about to eay, you
must mow turn your attention to the
other guests and tell me who’s who. I
have already confessed my ignorance,
and you promised to enlighten me.*’

The young man, with visible relue-
tance, directed his thoughts from the
one to the many and named this person
and that, while Jennie, with the pencil
attached to her card, made cabalistie
notes in shorthand, economizing thus
both space and time. When at last she
had all the information she desired, she
leaned back in her chair with a little
sigh of supreme content. Whatever
might now betide, her mission was ful-
filled if she could onee get quietly
8. away. The complete details of the most
% .. important society event of the season

“~—yrere-at— hor- fingers’ ends— She-closed
" ‘her eyes for a moment to enjoy the sat-
fsfaction which success leaves im its
train and Wwhen she opened them again
found Lord Domal in his old posture,
abzorbed in the contemplation of her un-
_deniable beauty. .
4" I see you are determined I shall
] . "have no difficulty in remembering you
.next time we mest,’’ she said, witha
-amnile, at the same time flushing, slight-

gaze. >
just thinking,” he replied,
g his position a little, “‘that the
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‘and indeed diplomacy seems to become

Next instont the aged statesman was
bending over heér oulstretched hand.

with me have left you five years youn-
mll

““‘Age has many privileges, Lord
Donsl.” she continued, laughing ont-
right, “but I don't think youn can yet
lay claim to any of them. The pose of
the prematurely old is not in the least
borne ont by your eppearance, however
hardly the girl youn met in Washinghon
dealt with you.”

*Ab, princess, it is very easy for you
to treat these serious matters lightiy!
He laughs at =cars who never felt a
wound. - Time. being, above all things,
treacherous, often leaves the face nn-
touched the mure effectually to scar the
heart. The hurt concealed is ever the
most dangerous.”’

effectually that it is not as deep as you
imagined."’

**Princess, 1 will confess to yon that
the wound at Washington was as noth-
ing tu the one received in London.**

‘“Yes: you told me you'had been
here for a week. "

**The week has nothing to do with it.
I have been here for a night—for two
hours or three. I have lost count of
time since I met you.®’

W hat reply the girl might have made
to this speech, delivered with all the
fervency of a man in thorongh earnest,
will never be known, for at that mo-
ment their tete-a-tete was interrupted
by e messenger, who said:

‘‘His excellency the Austrian em-
bassadur begs to be permitted to pay
his regards to the Princess von Stein-
heimer."’

Lord Dopal Stirling never took bis
eyes from the face of his companion,
and he saw a quick pallor overspread it.
He leaned forward and whispered:

**I know the embassador. If you do
not wish to meet him, I will intercept
him. "’

Jennie rase slowly to her feet, and,
looking with a caluness she was far
from feeling at the young man, gaid
coldly:

**Why should I net wish to meet the
embassador of my adopted country ¥*°

**1 know of no reason ; quite the con-
trary, fur he must be an old friend of
yours, having been your guest at the
Schloss Bteinheimer a year ago.”’

He stepped back as he said this, and
Jennie had difficuity in sappressing the
gasp of dismay with which she received
his disquieting infarmation: but she
stood her ground without wincing. She
was face to face with the crisis she had
the princess. Next instant the aged
statesman was bending over her out-
stretched hand, which in courtly fash-
ion the old man raised to bis lips.

i § am delighted to have the privilege
of welcoming you to this gloomy old

*‘I fancy it bas been concealed ao !

bt without hope of excelitog.™
The old man chackled agsin, aud,
turning to the girl, began to make his
adienx.
“‘Then my former rooms avre waiting
for me 2t the castie?’ be concluded.
“Yes, your extellency. with the ad-
dition of two red rocking chairs import-
ed from Americe, which you will find
'most comfortable resting places when
you are fres from the cares of atata.**
’ “Ah! Tho rocking chairs! { remern-

- ber now thut you were expecting them |

when I was there. Sy they have ar-
. rived safely, I hope, but I think yom
| had ordered an incredible number to be

certain of having at least one or two
serviceable.'’

*No, vnly a dozen, and they all came
through withoat damage. ™’

*“You young people, yon young peo-
ple!’’ murmured the embassador, hend-
ing again ovez the hand presented him.
*“What unbesard of thipgs you do!*’

And so the old man shuffled away,
| leaving many compliments behind him,
) evidently not having the slightest sus-
! picion that he had met any one hut the
person he supposed himself addressing,
for his oyesight was not af the best, and
an embassador meets many fair and dis-
tinguished women.

The girl sat down with calm dignity,
while Lord Donal dropped into his
chair, an expressiop of complete mysti-
fication un his clear cut, honest face.
Jenniv slowly fanned herself, for the
heat made itself folt at that elevated
sitnatiun, and for a few moments noth-
ing was eaid by either. The young man
was the first to break silence.

**Should 1 be eofortunate as to get an
invitation to the Schloss Steinheirner,
may I bope that a red rocking chair
will be allotted to me? I have not sat
in one since I was in the States.’’

{  **Yes, ons for ycu, two for the em-

bassador,’’ said Jennie, with a langh.

‘I should like further to flatter my-
self that your double genercsity to the
embasrador arises solely from the dig-
nity of his office and is. not in any
way personal. **

*Iam very fond of embassadors. They
are courteous gentlemen, who seem to
have less distrust than is exbibited by
some not §o exalted. '’

**Distrust! You surely cannot mean
that I bave distrusted you, princese"”

**Ob, I was speaking generally,’’ re-
plied Jennie airily. *‘You esem to eeek
a personal application.'’

.| but the drke, who is rather a soriong

 For amonens he ek bin
ing gaxe stexdibe; then her
ax::lahe sid i 8 low voice ©
W, *3

inquired rather quaveringly——=for she

bad Snally
donbts— I8 it the Americkid amban-
sador ¥’ o

“No; there was litila tronble thers. |
He expects to mmeet yon later in

this commanication bag not been shown-
to the duachess. Itold the duke, who
read it to me, knowing I had been with

practical joke on the part of thaprince,

persan, does not take kindly to.that
theory, and if he knew the pringe he
wonld dismiss i$ as absard, whioch it 1s.
I have asked himy not to showe the tele-
gram to anyone; sothere is a little

done. ™’

to take my leave as
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‘I admit, princess, that several times

“DEBT- ConTplotaly AL
sea.

*‘And, what is worse, Lord. Donal,
you have shown it, which is the one
unforgivable fault in diplomacy.”

“You are quite right.” If I had yon
to teach me, I wonld be an embassador

city, Princess von Steinheimer, which
you illomine with yoar presence. Do
you stay long in London v’

**The period ot illawmination is short, |
your excellency. Ilsave fur Pans to- .
morrow. "’

‘*S80 snop, without even visiting the
embassy! I am distressed to hear of so '
speedy a desertion. and yet, knowing‘
the charms «f the Nchluss Steinheimer, !
I can hardly wonder at your wish to
return there.  The prince, 1 suppuse, 18
as devotm] as ever tu the chare. 1 must
censure his highness next time we meset
fur not coming with yoo to London.
Then 1 aw sure yua would have staid
longer wiih va ™

*The prince Is a model husband, your

'

excellency, " said Jennie, with a sly
glance at Lord Dunal, wh -~ regsion
of uncertainty increasec .vlloquy !

went on. ‘‘and he would have come to
Lordon without a murmur had his wife
been selfish enoogh to tear him away
from his beloved Meran **

‘A 1nodel husband!’ sald the ancient
count, with an anctuous chuckle. ‘8o
few «f us excel in that respect, bnt
there is this to be said in our exculpa-
tion —so few have been matrimonially
so furtanate as Prince von Steinheimes.
I have never ceased to long for a repe-
tition of the charming visit I paid to
your delightful home.”’

“If your excellency but knew how
welcome yon are, your visita wounld not
have such long intervals between.”

““It is most kind of yomu, princess, to
cheer an old man’s heast by such gra-
clous words. It is our misfortune that
affairs of state chain us to our pillar,

more difficult as the years goon, be-
cause we have to contend with the gen-
ins of rising young men like Lord
Donal Btirling here, who are more than
a match for old dogs that find it impose-
sible to learn new tricks.’’

‘‘Indeed, your excellency,’’ eaid his
lordship. speaking for the first time
since the embassador began, *‘the very

| ber capacity of journalist. Hoe not only

within the next five yaars, or at least a
minister. "’

The girl looked at bim over the top
of her fan, covert merriment lurking
in her eyes.

**When you visit Schloss Steinheimer,
you mighbt ask tho prince if ho objects
to my giving you lessons. ”’ ]

Here there was another interraption,
and the announcement was made that
the United States embassador desired
to renew his acquaintance with the
Princess yon Steinheimer. Lord Donal
made uss of an impatient exclamation
more emphatic than he intended to give
utterance to, but on looking at his com-
panion in alsrm ho gaw in her glance
a quick flash of gratitude as unmistak-
able e if ebe had spoken her thanks, X%
was quite cvident that the girl had no
desire to meet his excellency, which i
not to be wondered at, as sho had al-
ready enconntered him threo times in

knew the Princess von Btsinheimer,
but he knew Jennic Baxter as well.

Bhe leaned back in her chair and said
wearily :

*T seem to be having somewhat over-
much of diplomatic soclaty this even-
ing. Are you acquainted with the
American embassador also, Lord Do-
nﬂ?”

*“Yeq,”* cried the young man, spring-
ing to his fect. *‘Ho was a prominent
politician at Washiugton while I was.

there. Heo is an excellent man, and I!;

shall have uo difficulty in 1making your,
éxcuses to him if
meet him.""> |

an opportunity of retrieving' your dig-
lommatio reputation if you ¢an postponie
the interview without offériding him.*’

Lord Donal departed with alacrity,
and the moment he was gone all ap-
pearance of languor vanisfled from Miss
Jennie Baxter.

“Now is my chance,”” she whispered
to hergelt. “I must be in my carriage
before he returma.*’ o

Eager as she was t0 be gone, shel ;
knew that she should display nohaste. {
Expecting to find a eisir at therother| yon 8
end of the gallery, she mought for -it, {'Then,
bt found none. Filled with apprehen-1 1,
slon that she would méet Lord Donal]
coming up, she had difficulty in tiining | 4
her footsteps to the slow measure that|
{ was n ¢ _ attom { dor:
of the stair i safoty and unimpeded, | yoi
' but once on the main fioor a new prob- |
| lem presented itself. Nothing wonld at~}

doesenry, Sheveachied the bottom

tract more attention than a young and
beautiful lady walking the long dis-
tanco between the gallery end of the|
room and the entrance stairway entire
ly alone and unattended. She stood
thers hesitating, wondering whether
she could ventvire on finding & quiet

erse of that is the casé. We sit' hum-

%

dBalt 0 hardly |

" { foud expressions on his face.
“I must have a word with youl .

| sunst come with me for 4 moment.” |
" “Muast?” she said, with 4 angg,estim“:,

been burrying in search of het. His
brows were knif, and there was an anx-

alone,”” he whispersd. “Let me conduct
you to this alcove under the gallery.* .

#No; I amtired. Iam going home. *
“I quite understind that, but you

of deflance in her fone, =

Yes,” heanswersd gravely, “Iwish

at your feet, ambitious to sniulate,

you ddn't wish 4] ;
*“Thank you so mucl. ¥oirhave now| pi

eid exit, which sfio was stire must 6x- | $ou showed methe telograph
g:ni]n this }arged mgeb;vyt’im tei her | there was no question jn my

ay, she found Lord Donal again at | garding her,” .
hiér side, Tatlict breathless, as if lie had |  “But the Ameri

k youl.

Aty lordt, exousqmes? i

£y
Verst ¢

N 2

When they veached the alcove, shiel:

hope that the ball will be a suceess and | ¢
reiterates the regret of her highness} S
that she could not bepresont.  Laigkily, § ¢rpm

you it the evenimg, that it was likely a ; 4

-

time for considering whathad bestbe! T
“There s nothing for me todo !msf V)

uickly and nej WO

quietly as possibde.” mid the girl with fhisre

g -

g plexion, brow:
{ pleas

F ¢ H‘ '. ;
) p / ‘;’ + o 41 . S kAL o
A .1 ware nptm
§a\= \ Y e |'than Daing poort
! N AGES y ¢ .1.- She laughed. e ]
T \=- Y, 1 sound fell.-pleasan
') ‘ heae- " 0 “What do -
s PR | aaked

AW soineiiing had happened whichi
sottled all the yoong man's | %

JE

. & nervons little Iangh tordering closely !
on the hysteriemd. 1 wax /000y 10 -
way ons by eome peivaihexit’”

Eih,

make my
o -

‘ t would be imposible, and:the
atteropt might lond to unnxpa@hi% comne

arm and that yoo ‘bid
grace, pleading fatigro. s the . rabon,
for your early departaore, ".!?,hex:f1
seo you to. your carrlige, and w
return I'ehell endeavor to get that un-
lucky telegram from the duke by talling
. bim ¥ should like to find out whatlier it
isahorx of not. ¥ié will have forgotten
shont it most likelyin the :
t Therefobe sll yor have 16 do is to keap
. 8p your courage. for & few monients
longar nntil you are safoin wyour.car

with downcist eyen,

you risked it." ST
02 Sogether ey wipterch hepemn
a ot they. saunte hrgn
the rooms antil they found the duch

ess with a demuore

dignity that lats.
until they reached the headof thoe sfair
when the duke, i - ominous- Lowh-
his brow, hurrled after thein and sid:

. "K} mdp * :.-’ T

n.she

well, for shewas- - 14dy.
but the duke, as he-bad.
stupid man, who “noeded
eye of _his wifo upon bim
from blundering.  The yorin
peved; **Eeep right on untll
your earriage. I shall ask
to-nall it for'you; butyp
away 1mtill come.™
mign brought-a .

¥

‘member her nap ;
and how did yout comie fo.in
“My lord duke, it maver
me to question the identity of - gt
met uiider your hospitable foof, Ik
the princesa five years agé in Washin
ton, before she was mmried. . X h
not seén her in the interval, b

posithve.” <7

10 Be of assistance-to you. ¥ thin
"mg&jtfv . 3
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. plications. nuggmf;h}t;ygu;gg?yﬁ;imﬁxf@
Iniswell ‘e:r{

&

| Yisdnl

the tmorning. 1-

riage. ) S e |
' 'g'%gn arovery keind," sho murnsired,, with,
“You aro very clever, my princoss,|.

but the odds aguirist you were tromen- |
dous. Soms time you mush tell mewhy|.

when Jennie took her leave of the ho £y
nothing to -bo ‘desired. All weni wall{ ¢}
K| Itwas

Fauch bet
1enesn,

Mor. Bartrams, X xm Happ¥ b
Fhings of this woul ;,?*,;rﬁ'aﬁ”’i"m,
ﬁpulﬁlr‘ wanted thomse

abolit—av—tnonay ' .
. Bhe pul i m‘g'tty Emtire
tinguish real
Pl‘gni!g"‘ '

0,
mants,". Then, suddenl
‘money,” he sal

do you chre sbowt othet worldly thin
Sy aition? I vieam iL -

ave mever pare|

THet * you~yor don't: tare - mudh | ¢
T Eg’!”’ he i?sked; ok

sturs ot |

n;- N . A e ;,-%‘—1;;‘ N
“If-yoit ace fleh you'tan mAVeF e
friesds frol. mare syoox

“ ‘T": N .'A‘H ‘;;r“f

cownsenil- |yt
Y, he 1ooked atgl:
Fher sagsrly. -“You. don'E cars About | oo
oneys g i low yoles, Ybut] -
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