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"9 want you to bring %o me any let-
ters written by—by"*—
“Written by Von Schawmberg!”’ cried
the girl, wnoticing his hesitation and

filling in the blank.
v, A red wave of anger surged up in the

fince’s face.

#Yes!*’ hecried. *‘Bring me a letter
to her from Von Schaumberg, and I'll
pay you what you ask.”

“It is contrary to my duty to the
princess,”* she began hesitatingly,
when he stopped and turned fiercely
upon her.

“What is contr: to your duty?”’

“There are letters, tied very daintily
with a blae ribbon, and they are from a
man. The princess did not allow me to
read them, bat locked them away ina

“If there are any lctlers from—from—
men, will you bring them to med”
secret drawer in her dressing room, but
she is so careless with her keys and
about everything else that I am sure I
can get them for you, if you want

them.”’

“Yes, yes, I want them,” said the
prince, ‘‘and will pay you handsomely
for them.”’

“Very well,”” replied Miss Baxter,
‘‘you shall have them. If you will wait
here ten minutes, I shall return with
them.”’

“But,’" hesitated the prince. ‘‘say
nothing to the princess.”’

*0Oh, no! I shall not need to. The
keys are sure to be on her dressing

- table.”

Miss Baxter ran down to the rocom of
the princess and had little difficulty in
obtaining the keys. She opened the se-
cret drawer into which she had seen the
princess place the packet of letters, and,
taking them out, she drew another
sheet of paper along with them, which
she read with wide’ opening eyes; then
with her pretty lips she blew a long,
astonished whistle. Taking both the
packet of letters and the sheet of paper
with her, she ran swiftly up the stair
and along the corridor to the room
where the prince was impatiently
awaiting her.

“‘Give them to me!”’ he snapped,
rudely snatching the packet from her
hands. She still clung to the separate
piece of paper and said nothing. The
prince stood by the window and undid
the packet with trembling hands. He
examined one and then another of the
letters, turning at last toward the girl
with renewed anger in his face.

“You are trifling with me, my girl,”
he said.

*No, I am not;"’ shesaid stoutly.

‘“These are my own letters, written
by me to my wife before we were mar-
ried!”

“Of course they are. What others
did you expect? These are the only let-
ters, as far as I have learned, that any
man bas written to her and the only
letters she cares for of all the thou-
gands she has everaeceived. Why, you
foolish, blind man, I had not been in
this castle a day before I saw how mat-

» ters were. The princess is breaking her

poor heart because you are unkind to
her, and she cares for nobody on earth
but you, great stupid that you are.”

- “Is this trmet Will yon swear it's
true?”’ cried the primce, dropping the
packet and going hastily toward the
girl. Miss Jennie stood with her back
to the wall, and, putting her hands be-
hind her, she said:

“No, no; you are not going to touch
meo again. Of course it’'s true, and if
you had the sense of a 6-year-old child
you would have seen it long ago. And
ehe paid £60,000 of your gambling
debts!”’

‘““What are you talking sbont? The

princess has never given me a penny of
her money; Idon't need it. Goodness
knows, I have money enough of my
own.”
T ¢“Well, Cadbury Taylor said that you
—oh, I'll warrant you, it is like all
the rest of h{g\ statements, pure moon-
shine.” >

“Of whom are you speaking? And
why did my wife protect that wretch,
whom she knows bas stolen her dia-
monds?”’

““You mean Von Schaumberg ?”’

“Yen”’

“I belisve the princess does think he

stole them, and the reason the princess’

protects him is to prevent you from
clallenging him, for she fears that he,
being a military man,, will kill you, al-

-though I fancy she would be well rid

of you."" *. _

*“But he took the diamonds—there
was nobody else.”
¢He did nothing of the kind. Read
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sheet that che hareled to him and read
it, » wrinkle of bewilderment corrugat-
ing his brow. ‘
“] dum’t anderstand what this has to
do with the case,”” he said at Iast. “It
seems %0 be sn order on the bank at

the princess herself.””

“Of conrse it s Well, if the dia-
monds had been delivered, that paper
wonld now be in the posseseion of the
bank instead of in your hands.”

“Pexhaps she mislaid this order and
wrote another.”

“Perhaps Still it might be werth
while imding out."”

*Tale this, then, to the princess and
ask her.*’

“It is not lkely she wounld remem-
ber. The better plan is to telegraph at
once to the Vienna bank, asking them
to send the diamonds to Meran by spe-
cial messenger. No one there knows
that the diamonds are missing.’"

“] 'will do so at once,’’ cried the
prince, with more animation in his
voice than Miss Baxter had previonsly
noticed. Hishighness was becoming in-
terested in the game.

After luncheon the princess came to
Miss Baxter, who was geated at her
desk, and haunded her a letter,

“There is.an invitation from the
Duchess of Chiselhurat for a grand ball
she is shortly to give: It is to be a very
swell affair, but I don’t care enough
for such things to go all the way to
England to enjoy them. Would yon
therefore send her grace my regretst’’

“] will do 80 at once.”’

At that moment there came a mes-
senger from the prince asking Mies
Baxter to meet him in the library. The
girl glanced up at the princess. ‘‘Have
I your permission t0 go?'’ she said.

The princess looked at her steadily
for a moment, just the faintest suspi-
oion of a frown on her fair brow.

“I do not suppose you need my per-
mission. >’ Her highness spoke with slow
deliberation. “My husband condescends
to take considerable interest in you.
Passing along the corridor this morn-
ing, I heard your voices in most ani-
mated conversation. *’

“Had you sufficient interest in our
discussion to stop and listen to what we
said, Princess von Steinheimer ?*’

“Ah! Now you are becoming inso-
lent, and I must ask you to consider
your engagement with me at an end.”’

“Surely you will pot dismiss me in
that heartless way, princess. I thinkl
am entitled to a month’s nofice, or is
it only a week'st’”’

“I will pay you a year's salary or
two years’, if that will content you. I
have no wish to deal harshly with you,
but 1 desire you to leave at once,’’ sald
the princess, who had little sense of
humor and thus thoungbt the girl was
in earnest when she asked for notice

Miss Baxter laughed merrily and re-
plied when she was able to control her
mirth, ‘I do bate to leave the castle
just when tbings were becoming inter-
esting. Still Idon’t suppose I shall need
to go away in spite of your dismissal,
for the prince this morning offered me
ten times the amount of money you are
paying.’’

“Did he ?"*

‘‘Be aseured he did. If you don't be-
lieve me, ask him. I told him bhe was a
fool; but. alas, we live in acynical age,
and few men believe all they bear, so I
fear my expression of opinion made lit-
tle impression on bim. "’

“I shall not keep you longer from his
highness, ** said the princess, with freeg-
ing dignity.

“Thank you so much. Iam just dy-
ing to meet him, for I know he has
something most interesting to tell me.
Don't you think yourself, princess, that
a man acts rather like a fool when he is
deeply in lovet”’

To this there was no reply,
princess left the room. Miss Jennle
Jjumped to her feet and almost ran to
the library. She found the prince walk-
ing up and down the long room with a
telegraph message in his hand.

““You are a most wonderful young
woman,’’ he said; ‘“read that.”’

*I have been told 2o by more observ-
ing men than you, Prince von Steinhei-
mer,”” said the girl, taking the tele-
gram. It was from the manager of the
bank in Vienns, and it ran: *‘Special
messenger leaves with package by the
Meran express tonight *'

“Just as I thought,’ said Miss Jen-
nje. ‘“The diamonds never left the bank.
I suppose those idiots of servants which
the princess has ronnd her didn’t know
what they took away from Vienna and
what they left. Then, when the dla-
monds were missing, they completely
lost their heads—not that any onein
the castle has much wits to spare. 1

never saw such an incompetent lot.”

The prince laughed.

““You think, perbaps, I bave not wits
enough to see that my wite cares for
we. Is that it? Is that why you gave
me my own letters?”’

“Oh, you are well mated! The prin-
cess now does me the honor of being
jealous of me. Think of that! Asifit
were possible that I ehould take any in.
terest in you, for I have seen real men
in my time.”’

The prince regarded her with his most
severs expression.

“Are you not flattering yourself
somewhat, young lady ¢’

‘Oh, dear; no! Itake it asthe reverse
of flattering to be supposed that I have
any liking for such a ninny as you are,
Flattering indeed! And she has haughti-
ly dismissed me, if you please. "’

“*The princess bas? What have you
Yeen saying to her?’ .

*Oh, I made the most innocent re-
mark, and it was the truth, too, which
phows that honesty is not always the
best policy. I merely told her that you
bad offered me ten times the amount of
money she is paying me. You needn's
Jump as if somebody had thot off a gun
at your ear. You know you d?d make

mach an offer.’’ ‘
little mischief

and the

“*Yoa confounded
makerl” cried the. prince in anger

“Did you el her what it was for ?*

. *Ro, She &id tiot aek.”
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. bewildered, took the

Vienns fox the diamonds, written by|.

“I will thenk you $o apply ihe ch
exnoss ' a0 secm to possess to the nbGo
ing of the harm yom hava.sa light
heartedly cansed.”™ - S

“How can I? Iam ordered fo Jeave
€onight, when 1 did so wish to stay and
gee the difmond denonement.™

“You are not going tonight. - I shall

spected father-in-law, Mr. Briggs in-
bury Taylor, I think the name ja-—will

competitor.**

*QOh, is Cadbury coming?! That is
too jolly for anythbing. 1 simply must
stay and hear his explavation, for he is
a very famous detective, and ths con-
clusions he has arrived at must be most

In the morning the diamonds arrived
per epecial mesgenger, who first took a
formal receipt for them and then most

same train came Mr. Cadbary Taylor,
dication in his bearing of the impor

tem had aided him in making. He
blandly evaded the curiogity of Mr.
Brigge and said it weuld perbaps be
better to reveal the secret in the pres-
ence of the prince and princesa

*Just what 1 suspected,’”’ muttered
Mr. Briggs, who bad long been cob-
vinced that the prinece had stolen the
stonea

The important gathering tock place

in the library, the prince, with the dia- -

' monds in bis coat pocket, seated at the
bead of the long table. while the prin-

~

;
‘

“Enough of this fooling. Thero are s

tamonds I‘rcﬂod the prince,
cess sat at tho fool, s far from her haos-

without attracting notice Allm Baxter
stood near a window reading sn i{m-
' portant letter from Landon which had
reached ber that morning. The tall,
| thin dotective and tho portly Mr. Briggs
came in together, the London men bow-
ing gravely to the princo snd prinotes
Mr. Briggs took a seat at tho side of the
table, but the detective remained stand-
, ing, locking questioningly at Miss Dax-
; tex, but evidently not recognizing her
. as the lady who had come in upon him
and his friend when thoy had entered
| the train.

‘] beg the pardon of your hlgb:na:‘

| but what I have to say bad better be
said with as foew hearers as pomible, I
ghould bo much obliged §f this young
, person would read her correspondsnce
in another room.” o )

‘“The young woman, "’ sald the prince
coldly, ‘‘is secretary to ber highoem
' and is entirely in ber confidenca.*’

The detective, apparantly umruffied
by the discourtesy hs met, bowad pro-

throat and began. .
*“May I ask your highness,* he sid,
. addressing himwelf to the princss, ‘tiow

much money you powesssd fust bafore “rods Tooper,

! you left Vienna t*
' The lady looked up at him inearpries,
but did not answer.

*‘In heaven's name, what has that to
do with the Yoes of the dismondst”
rapped out the prince, bis hot temper
geotting once more the better of him,

Cadbury Taylor spread out his hands
and shrugged his shoulders in protest
at the interruption. He spoke with def-
erence, but nevertheloss with a touch
of reproach in his tone. o

“Y am accustomed to be listemad to
with patience and am generally al-
lowed to tell my story my own way,
your highness.”’ o .

““What I conaplain of is that you are
not telling any story at all, but are ask-
:tx;g instead a very impertinent quoe-

on. re .

vant may be to a trained mind most’’ -
“Bosh! Trained donkeys! Do you
know where the diamonds aret”
““Yes, I do,”" arswered Qadbury Tay-
lor, still imperturbable, in spite of the
provocation ho was receiving.
““Well, where are they 1" :
*“They are in the yafilts of your bank
in Vienna.” ] ;

thent" o
*“They were put there by her high-

+ doubtless in secuarity for motiey**—
““What!"’ roared the princs,

| ringing fo the ceiling. *Do you mean
to insinuate, you villain, that my wife
stole her own diamonds ?** . ‘

proceed in my gwn’*— , )

_“*Enough of * this fool There ard
the diamonds!’ cried the prince, jerk-|
ing the bex from his pocket sud fing-
fug it oh the takbilp, L

speak to the princess about it if that,
shonld be necessary. Your mention of
the diamonds reminds me that my re- |

forms me that a celebrated detective, | thousand millions and detection impon
whom it seems he has engaged—Cad-. xible. " : T £
4 “Come, come,' crisd Mim Jennie

bo here tomorrow to explain the din-! Baxter, stap: getically foroard, | gy
mond mystery, so you see you hsvea I imagine averybody has h&@&iﬁ by Mo

interesting.** |

tance ofithe discovery hiz wonderful sys- |

foundly toward the prince, cleared his| *.

“*Questions which scem to you frrele- o

1 don’t helieve it‘-n‘ ‘Who stols them. : A
pess the Princess von Bteinheimer, ” :

speing« | 4
ing to his feet, his stentorisn voics|,

*“If your highness would allow me toj o

- ““Therel” shonted od mun Briggs, | ook

princes, speeking for the. Arsh time, | {

“How can You sy such a_thing? My’
hnsband conldn’s 4o & =hean wction it

diamonds! Nob if thay wersy

he tried. Tho ides of Bix stealing the | Piay-as:

. of this Clear out, Mr. Briggs, and take{ and
Mr. Taylor with yoo. I am sure be has| wonl

nos had apy hreakfsst yet; and ha oer:
 tzinly locks hungry. It you hire-detect-
. ives, Mr, Brigge, you must take-care ol
them. Qut yon go. Tha dining rwom is
ever s0 much more inviting joat mow:

, than the litrary, and if you don't e}

what you want ring for it."

| Ghe drove the twospeechloss wen cat | gl
obsequiously took his departure. By the before her and, cloaing. the dooz, sld tot
| the gmince, who was still standing be--
as modest as ever. but giving some in- | wildered at having hia

1 this manner: -

two. Now, my desrs—1'm pot galng to

highnem either of you——you are simply { o, -

two lone people who like each othery |

an that Whic

band forcedin| it not far tb
““Therel Two fools from four Jeava| With the §

immenadly, yet who are drifting dpart] [R'ONES

throngh foolizh misunderstandings
a fow words wonld put right il sither
of you had sense enough to speak them,
which you haven't, snd that's why I'm
bere to speak them for you. Now,

prines bas pever sald aoything Some

wonld not nead me {0 tall
| thinks Schanmberg—nat 1 Y4
saw ths poor map, but be is bound fo
be an {dios or the prince wouldn't e
jamlonsof him. Asnobody had siolen

madame, T am ready to swear that the!

BT e how b doup ore £ P
ou, and if oo had gverbeard ua you| K

youso X
that I ever}

mead to apalogiss {or Isaying you alons
together whila I rap up ggﬂi& sk,

usl® crled the princem.

| _*Tshonld be delighted tosiay, but

, thars ts no vest {or the wicked, sad I
most gst back to London. 1 ¥
With that the glrl ran %0 her ydom| .
and thee reread Jetter she had ze
celved. It men: . ,
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