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INTERESTING TOPICS.

PRACTICALQUESTIONS OF THE HOUR
COMMEMNTYED ON BY AN OBSERVER

Marriage A mong the Descondants of Irish
and Germman Fmigrants Why Catholic
Marriages Grow Less - High Thiakiug and
Plain Living Needed.

A guestion, which the report of the
last census -aised, will be answered
by that now im progress. Are mar-
ringes among the descendants of lrish
and German emigrants growing fewer.
“The Statistical Atlas of the United
States,” (Kleventh Census) shows that
eighty per cent. of the native white
people of forelgn parenis were in 1890,
unmarried, while only thirty-siz per
cent. of the foreign white children of
the Poles, Swedes and Italians, as well
as the children of the Irish and Ger-
mans. Obs:rvation shows that (he
children of the Poles and Ita'ians
marry young, and, | am told by a friend
in Minnesota, that this is true of the
Swedes. It is imnpossible te get at the
propertinn of the manrages of Catho-
lics of any nationality, for there is no
Catholic Buresu of Statistics, as there

will be in time.
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1t is startling. however, to find the
proportion of marriages among the de-
scendents of foreign born whites so
jow. And how far this affects the
growth of the Catholic population we
bhave no exact means of knowing al-
though Catholies have, in the parish
system. one ol the most efficient wavs
of gathering statistics on the subject
possible. What I8 badly needed is a
central place for the analysis of such
statistics by experts. If these existed
our church almabnacs would be more
serviceable, and our exact condition
be apparent. As it is, we sometimes
make vaip boasts, unsupported by
figures. Statistics may be made to le
{n inexpert or prejudiced hands; but
there s nothlng so satisfactory asg
statistics furnished by trained men.
““The Atlas of the Eleventh Census,”
arranged by Dr. Carroll Wright, 1is,
notwithstanding all the difficuties
which the censpas man meets, one of
the most interesting books ever pub-
iished. New York led, in 1890, with
a Cathollc population of 1,100,000
Massachusetts came next with over
700,000. Pennsylvania followed with
nearly 500 000. The Catholics are tho
largest religious body in the country.
The Methodist come next, their great-
est strength lying io
States: the TBaptists came third: they,
too, are strongest in the Southern
States. In New Mexico everybody
geems to be a Catholic. This State
bas, by all odds, the largest propor-
tion of church members in comparison
with thre population of the State.

[ ] ] [ ] [ ]

But to return to the matter of the
apparent falling off in marriages. [
have heard it asserted that marriages
among Catholics of foreign descent,—
especially those of Irish descent,—are
growing fewer every yoar. Miss Elder,
of New Orleans, seems to think so. p {4

is the vague, but general impression |

emong many persons who live {in the
older cities. But how is one to know?
Statistics, carefully gathered and ex-
pertly arranged, would decide this.
There are no such atatistics bearing on
this question, so important to the
progress of the Church in this country.
]

Some years ago the cry was raised
that Catholic boys were not 8o well
educated as Catholic girls. The re-
tort came, from the West, that this
was true only of the Irish American
population, that the German people
educated their boys much better than
the girls. Then came the coupter re-
torts, the German-American girl can
cook and sew, but she is not “cultar-
ed:” the Irish-Amerfcan girl is so
scultured” that she will not marry a
man who Is “uncultured.” Your Ger-
man-American girl is a drudge: your
Irish-American gin is a fine lady and,
as a rule, mach above her position in
lite, since she finds men of the same
class and of the same religion “uncon-
genial!” As your obedient servant
had begun the controversy in a serles
of syndicate articles, they began
to whistle about his head from all
quarters; and a2, on this yubject, in the
absence of statistics, he could come to
mo colclusion, be retired tfrom a dis-
cussion which bid fair to become 8
combat,
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Time works great changes ip ten
years. The young Catholic men in the
great cities @meem to be as well in-
formed as thelr sisters. At least, they
jook so. The demands—the educa-
tiona! demands axre higher, and they
answer to them. They do not yawn 50
much as they used to, when iheir sie-
ters play musical encyclopedias by
Raff or Grieg, and the evening coat is
more in evidence. There seem to be
more common interests in familles;
there are certainly more luxuries than
there used tobe everywhere and much
more comfort. In the last twenty
years the style of living has changed,
pot only ir this country, but in Eng-
land and Ireland,

Old New Yorkers recall with regret
o time when a man who did not keep a

putler was looked on as emtirely re-
spectable. Old Philadelphians remems-

ber when dingper came very near the
thiddle of the day,and everybody did

bis own marketing, and M. de Bacourt,.

fn -his “Mexxoirs,” . insinnates that,

the Southern |3
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bad simply to wade through the mua
in Pennsylvania avenue, secure his
own pig, and get the material for din-
ner for killing it. M. de Bacourt was
a pleasant old man; he was related to
Mirabeau.

Although all the unmarvied persons,
who help to make statistics, do not
bhesitate to have the banns published
because they cannot Reep butlers, yet
1t seems as i the more luxurious
style of living hags a deterrent effect
ou raarriage in certain classes. 1 de
pot kpow what Miss Elder thinks now,

put there was o time when she thought
¢here were too many old maids, and
she :hought, to, that the frugality ot
country life would promote mmirriage.
There is no doubt that “high thinking
and piain living” is out of fashion.
Poverty is the only crime which so-
clety pever forgives. And young mar-
ried people are thought to have great
rourage, if they bdegin life after theo
manner of the fashion fifty years ago.
1 sympathize entirely with certain
Kansas farmers who mortgage their
farms to buy planos for their daugh-
ters, though I think, that a man who
would mortgage anytbing to buy =&
parlor organ ought to be restrained by
law. Farmer life has little brightness
in it; many young people hate it, and
drift to the cities because of its mon« ¢-
ony, and any attempt to relieve that
monotony is good, even {f it does mean
a mortgage on a few sunflowers; but,
when a man has to mortgage his farm
‘o give his daughters a smart wedding
reception, the end is near.. This sort
of extravagance is not limited to Ar-
cadlan country places, It is almost
the rule everywhere.
s » [ ]

It seems, then, that, with us, the
more & man is educated. the more
wants he bas, while his earn*n;r “pw-
er {s not always equal ta supplying
those wants,—some of them artificlal.
It seems that if a young woman can
earn a few hundred dollars a year, she
prefers to go on earning it rather
<han lose it, to divide a man's income
with him. In the cities, amusements
are plenty; there are cubs snd meet-
ing places for men of all incomes If
you cannot live as your neighbons ex-
pect you to live, why marry? the young
girl asks. And the young maun echoes
it. And opinion, among Catholics.—
though you would not think so, to hear
our public utterances—tactily accepts

this conclusion.
s ¢
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There 8 a markRed tendency to ob-
ject to the fervor of the new devotion
o St. Anthony because people expect
emporal favors from him. And,
*hough, personally, 1 think St. Joseph
ts much more practical,—he certatuly
had experience in taking care of a
tamlily,—it seems to me that any do-
votlon which does away with the pre-
valling heresy that God does not trou-
ble Himself about our temporal wel-
tare ought to be emcouraged. Distrust
of God and selfishness are the roots
of very great evils in social lite—
Maurice Francis Eagan, in Cathollc
Transcript. .

GENERAL ROSECRANS.

The First Spark of God's Grace That
Finally Led to His Qonversion.

QGeneral Rosecrans told Mother Rus-
sell, the pioneer Sister of Mercy of
Callfornisa, the following as to his con-
version to the Catholic fafth. Rose-
crans apd a brother officer were one
day walking; the road was in a hor-
rible condition, and, at one point where
it was particalarly bad, s plank had
been laid for foot passengerss Just as
be and his companion got on it thev
perceived a poor man coming towards
them andnearly half-way over; but,
a8 soon as he saw them, back he
walked to allow them to pass.

The general turned to thank him for
his politeness, and, seelng he carried a
peddler’s paclr, asked what he had.
The man replied: °°1 am selling Cath-
olic books.” It seems that the gen-
eral had often heard that Catholics
had some dark secrets which they kept
to themselves, so he sajid to his com-
panion:

“We have heard awful things of the
baptists, let us see what théy have to
say for themselves.” So saying, he
bought the *“Catholic Christian In-
structed” for himselft and some other
book for his friend, snd ypu will say
they stundled thefr lesson weil when I
tell you the second officer is now a
Paullst Tather and Superior-General
of his soclety, Very Rev. George Desh-
on, and General Rosecrans was until
his death a practical Catholic, and
brought up his children the same; his
cldest son died a Paulist Tather some
years ago, and two daughiers joined
the Ursulines. He was married at the
time he became a Catholic, and his wife
telt his change of religion deeply and
seemed determined to supply or rath-
er otone for his defection by increased
zeal; but before many years she, too,
opened her eyes to the true light.

The Catholic gocieties of Boston are
planning to aid In the reception of thé
Cubans coming to the Summer Schook
at Cambridge, by establishing bureaus
‘of information on the lower flours
of Harvard Hall and Phillips Brooks
{House, where all information of inter-
est to Catholics mz.y be obtained.

] *

Representatives of St. Joseph's bos~
pital, Deadwood, S. D, have purchas.
ed the building known as the “Cot-
tage,” opposite the Unjon depot, and
will shortly open a well-equipped hase,
pital. The building will be thoroughly
overhauled and remodeled ‘

when he was Minister. from the court.
Philippe. the Washingtonisn
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LONESOME TRISH L.ASS.
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Hod Only the Gaelic Language and
a Shilling to Begin Life in America.

A lonesome, blue-eyed Iittle Irish
girl from County Galway landed the
other day at the barge office In New
York from the White Star line steam-
ship Teutonic. She would not have
been so lonesome if she had not been
the only person in the ship’s company
who had no English. There was not
a sou! amopg all the Irish immigrants
who could talk the Gaelie with her,
and she made Nerself understood by
signs and smiles. She had so many
of the latter that she made friends of
all the Irish aboard, who all regretied
for her sake that they were not of the
stock that have regained a knowledge
of the language of their fathers,

All the baggage t;he child had was &
big valise, and all the money she dis-
played to the inspectors was a bright
shilling pilece. The interpreters.tried
to make out what was her object in
coming to America. None of them
succeeded. Then somebody recailed
that Peter Groden, the barsge plaln-
clothes cop, was an expert in Gselie.
He was sent for and came in a hurry.
There i8 nothing delights Peter more
than talking Gaelic,

The girl opened her eyes when Peter
began crooning to her in her only
tongue. Then her smile broke ont
like a sunburst, and she clasped her
hands about Peter’s neck, greeting him
as a cousin. Peter is not her cousin,
but she considered that anybody who
could talk her language in America
must be at least s cousin.

Peter was much impressed with the
girl. She told him between smiles
that she was Bridget Coughrey, and
that she was the eldest of five chil-
dren. Her parents rent a farm at Clif-
den, County Galway, for which they
pay $80. a year. B8he had learmed from
letters in Gaelic written by her uncls,
Patrick Coughrey of ‘Pittsbarg, that
there was a chance in America for an
energetic girl to make a good living,
nnd she had persuaded her father and
mother to let her come to her uncle,
They said they would and the uncle
sent her a ticket entitling her to pas-
sage, from Queenstown to New York,
aboard the Teutonic., She told Peter
she expected to make enough by work-

of the yearly rental of the Galway
farm.

Our Lady of the Rosary at 7 State
gtrest and Father Henry took care of
her. She said that the buildings in
the lower part of the town were much
bigger and finer than any at Clifden
or Cork. Her uncle has been asked to
sends her fare to Pittsburg. He proh-
ably will, but if he does not, Bridget
will be sent to Pittsburg at the expense
of the mission.

A RACE WITH DEATH.

L

Father Breslin of New York did it.
It was a race with death, and Fa-

ther Breslin won. While the ambu-
lance tore up Second avenue in New
York City on a recent night with Mary
Schioven as its burden the good priest
holding his crucifix, administered Ex-
treme Unction to the dylng girl, She

done, for she coulr die in peace, says
the New York World. - 1

The girl 13 employed by Willlam
Sumerding, who lives in an apartment
at No. 823 East Fourteenth street in
that city. Mary went out on the fire-
escape to catch a breath of air. She
stood on one of the boards that cover
the ladder openings and it gave way
Down she plunged to strike the rall on’
the floor Below and topple over and
down to the street. Thero she lay,
cut, bruised, her akull fractured, her
iimbs contused.

Dr. Lyman on a Bellevue ambulance
responded In a twinkling, but he
wasn’'t as quick as Father Breslin,
from the Church of the Immasculate
He was kneeling by the girl’s slde
when the doctor arrived.

“Qhe can’t live,” whispered the phy-
sician after a hasty examination. ’

“May 1 go with you?” asked Father
Breslin.

ding to the driver for full speed; “I'm
afraid we can’t get her here alive”
he added. 4

young girl’s side, The driver was
The ambulance, dodging trolley cars
end vehicles, rocked like a ship In a
storm =8 it clanged tis way up Sec-
ond avenue.

ambulance lamp, Father Breslin ad-
ministered Extreme Unction to the
girl, Her face lighted up when she
gaw the crucifix and she murmured a
word or two desplte her cruel hurts.
And before ,the foam-dripplng horse
drew up In front of Bellevue Father
Bresiin had adxx@lstered the last rites
of the Church, « ¥
* The injured girl was placed iz =&
ward, where the doctors sald there
was one chance in a thousand of her
recovery.

First honors this year at the Visitan-
dines’, Georgetown, Washington, D. C.,

mountain States—-Montana and

, . Butte,

Miss Helen Layell,.t

e -

‘aud surgical applissiees

plied with the latest approved medical Lo, :
T e, et
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"grees help flowed in: the Bishop be

ing in Pittsburg to pay a good part|

Peter took her over to the Mission of

breathed a sigh of relief when it was:

{the aite so far, but th

sufficient fo pay &

Conception in East Fourteenth streeb.’

“Jumy in!” erled Dr. Lyman, vod~

Thew’ came the race with death. |
Father Breslin was kneeling by the

lashing the horse to its highest speed.

But inside Ly the dim light of the

were merited by young ladies of 1‘1212&13;-‘ :

B
rado. There wers 17 graduates, awi
' S Mont.,

THE EARLY LIFE OF ST. JOHN OF| ,

oD,

Nothing tn John's early lile forg~{ -
shadowed his future sanctity. He ran
away as a boy from his hombo io Porta- | VENE
gal, tended sheep and catitle in Spaini. 3
and served as 8 scidier agalnst thei
French, and afterwards against tha
Turks. R

When about forty years of age, feel-
ing remorse for his wild Mfe, he vo-{
solved to devote himself to the ran+i’
som of the Christion slaves in Afeics,
and went thither with ;tamﬂy of an
exiled noble. which he ihalntained byihas ts
Bi§ BFhor, . - Jthe Wen

On his return to Spain he sought o
do good by selling bholy pletures and:
books at low Pprices. .

At length the hour of grace strack
At Granada, a sermon by the celchrat.
ed Jahn of Avila, shook his soul to ity
depths, and hig expressions of self~
abdhorrence were so sxtraordinary thati.
he was tnken to the asylum as ontlco
mad. ©Lojand

There he employed bhimself in amiSp
sisting the sick, He had found his yo-{gho
cation. On leaviug he began tocollect | Order 4
homeless poor, and to suppori thefm}d
by his work and by begging. By do.

hbg
came his patron, and gave him theifus!
name of John of God. o o £:!
When his hospital was on fire Johu|t
was seen rushing about. uninjured inif
the midst of the famea until he-hadihe
rescued all his poor. .. Y
One aight St. John found in  ths
streats n poor man who seemed ne
death, and as was his wont, he carriel
him to the hospital, 1ald him on & bed |
and went to fetch water 10 wash
tee'u . o W =
Wher'he had washed them heé knelif€
to kiss them, and started with awe; |8
the feet were plerced, and the print ot
the nails bright with an unearihly ra-
diance. He raised his eyes to look,|x
and heard the words: o th
“Jokin to Me thou doebt all that thoy
doest to the poor in My name;-I'teach
forth My hand for the alms-.thoy
givest; Me dost thou cloths; Mins arg
the feet thou dost wash,” . . - ka8
And then the graclous visién disap-1™
penred, loaving St. John Alled at ong:
with confusion and consolation, & . -
After ten” yoars spent in the’ service
of the suffering, the saint's-1ife wWiks.y
fitly closed, He plunged into theriver
Xenll to save & - drownlng boy,  sndlynre
died In the yesr 1550 of an - illbestin,
brought on by the atterapt, st the agtlsy
of qtty-ﬂve.-rhe Holy Fawily.: «’J .

The will of George Huhn, fled’ ¥
‘Washington, D. O, leaves $5,000 %o
the establishment of a scholarship injgtani
g‘:l Josephinum College at Colurdbusi|grs

lo. - ST T O

The misson In the Jesult m. w wa
Milwaukee chirch resulted in the bap{Caxdin

6,050 Holy Communions. -
AN IRISH PALACE,

New York is to have an Irifl) Palace,
deslgned ss £ meeting plage for. Irfsh.
socleties. A aite hax bepn purchased.
at the southwest corner of Lexington:
avenue and 114th strest; and the. Ixlsh-
Palace Building Amoclation has basnh.

organized and duly incorporated.:
{s annoinced that .the-Trisk we
will hold some more  great fal
ralse money to lift th on
brance on the property
pay for the proposed pa
More thin $60,000 h

agresd upon is $85,000,
eleven houses on the
them are rented. Th

and taxes, lenying
The §40,000 ‘was obtained by
out at interest the $25,000 éai
the 1Irish falr held three 'y8
Former Judge Hdweard Br

set aside and kept for
which it was futended. It Was a4 hérs.
culean task to accomplish this™ .

R o - R
Rev, C. R, Chi Iate Anglic ‘
g:é-’of All 8ainty Plymouth, England, ¥
recelved into the Church répeltiy i
by Father Vaasall, O, 88, R, (Mr. Chase . -
was on the coincil of the -Xnglhish:{of
church union until, he:resigned-his.
sition before being-peceived, and sp
years ago he ‘was for s time master,
the well-known High: Church “Soc
of the Eloly Cross®; . &

" A Bister of 8t. Yoseph received fror
WWashington -sppolntment as cenx
enuinerator, and has already ol
her new dutles &t the two- houses
Buffalo, N. Y., devoted to the inproved
tnstruction of ‘deaf-muten. ., 7.0

CATHOLICITY-IN AUSTRALE

The Catholle pdgutatmn ot Ansteaiisy
sla, according to thi latest tabley, I8 a5
tollows: ST Co

B

Province of Bydiey. .. .o s
Province of Melhonrie .. .. .
Tasmania (eland) .. .. ..

Provinte of Adefaide (L, 2. .
_South and West* Australls,.”,
Province of Brishen. .. .. .».
Néw Zealand .. 00 0. oo v se
South Bea Islands™".l.. ts vo
m‘ s 20 B “;’é}g"w “n ww "*“&
The Oatholles arebout on
the entire pepulatidn,- Of cot
wre’ meinly of Iﬂgﬁgxtrxctm
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