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Possible Result of a Lad's 
Industry and Fcrasight. 

By GEO. E. FOSTER. 
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C H A P T E R X X V . | 
N e d C l a i m s a Reward of Merit. 

"Wel l , Ned,*' sa id Mr. Sharp, on» 
day , a s b e met h im o n t h e s treet 
" w h a t Is the sum total of y o u r farm 
i n g rece ipts thus far?" 

"If I count In recent interest , thi 
tfsam to ta l Is over $1,500." sa id N e d 
" B u t I h a v e been m a k i n g a study, a m 
I And t h a t even by crop s t a t i s t i c s . : 
a m near ly }600 be low a poss ib le result 
and that I a m n o t mix h ahead o f i 

"passable one.*" i 
"Wel l ," sa id Mr Sharp , 'you a n 

t w e n t y years of a g e n o w ; you bavi 
made 91,600 by industry, foresight anc 
s tudy . Y o u h a r e not trusted t< 
chance , nor have you w a i t e d for sue 
cess. You h a v e m a d e s u c c e s s c o m e t« 
you. It Is said t h a t t h e godB b e l ] 
t h o s e w h o he lp themselves ." T h e j 
l o o k e d d o w n upon your industry, an< 
aid h e l p y o u ; they brought you thi 
addi t iona l $1,600. Ii you had no-
m a d e f a r m i n g a s tudy that which yo i 

I call luck would n o t h a v e come t< 
you. Look over the m a t t e r and set 
for yourself ." 

"That Is s o , " sa id Ned. " T h e $1.00l 
and t h e $600 gi f ts were real ly trace, 
able t o my l i t t le quarter -acre farm. 

"Ned ." sa id Mr. Bbarp. 'I h a v e b e « 
w i s h i n g t o speak t o you on a s u b j e c 

o n which you must have thought w e 
s trange ly Indifferent. 1 huve never 
expressed In words or in a u > t h i n g 
subs tant ia l my gratitude to you for 
sav ing Ne l l i e from t h e awful fa te that 
awa i t ed her iu strawberry t i m e I h a d 
rather have lost all I possess of world­
ly g o o d s than to h a v e los t her You 
we.< a l.rave boy. Ned and but f e w 
would have dared a s you did t o run 
even o n horseback between that fe­
roc ious bull and h i s intended v i c t im. 
I n w h a t way can I pay y o u . N e d . is 
there a n y t h i n g that 1 could do to he 'p 
y o u ; a n y t h i n g in t h e wuy of money or 
land? D o n o t be afraid to ask " 

"Yes, you have s o m e t h i n g that I 
very much w a n t s o m e day." sa id Ned. 

" W h a t Is i t?" queried Mr Sharp 
" S o m e t h i n g too va luab le to eas i l y 

get , 1 fear," replied Ned. 
"Aak freely, Ned. Your modes t a c ­

t i o n s in regard to rece iv ing the $1/100 
Indicate that y o u w i l l n o t be unrea­
s o n a b l e . If in my power. Ned. your 
w i s h s h a l l b e g r a n t e d , if i t t a k e s half 
my farm." 8 

"The boon I ask. then, is permission 
to woo your daughter, and If possible 
win her hand and heart." be said, 
while a blush spread over nis counte­
nance. 

had been propogated was soon a run­
ning item in all the newspapers of the 
country . The frequency of the it«rn 
at tracted the a t t en t ion of a scientif ic 
writer, and he wrote a t r e a t i s e for o n e 
of the m a g a z i n e s o n t h e subject of 
"Oermlnatlni? from the or ig inal 
source." This art ic le of course a t ­
tracted cons iderable a t t e n t i o n , and ho 
w h o l e o r a part of it w a s copied in to 
half the papers of the country Ned 
began rece iv ing letters a s k i n g al-out 
the now potato, from all parts of the 
country. All these letter* In- answer , d 
and placed on file He w r o t e regr- t -
t l n g hlB inabil i ty to supply the 
m a u d , but w ^ ' d r a l f . IHMIKII to 
lily nil order* for (!)• m x l veai 
fore the next sprlnp. Ned found 

h° had receive.) four hundred and 
c n t y - t w o let!*-™ of Inquiry 

"I think I will go to Boston to-njor-
row." said Ned to h i s father, a s he sat 
reading the N e w Kngland H o i n e a t . a d 
one e v e n i n g during the wiutor. 

"What new 8(lieii . ( have y . , | n 

mind " sa id Mr JaikHun • f ) u „,,( , , |j 
i n to the hands of a u o t l i - r sharper a s 
you did go ing to Port land." h e c o n ­
t inued. 

' I shal l keep my o w n counsel t h i s 
t i m e . " replied Ned. "I think I sha l l 
a t tend Uie Starch Makors' Ounv c a ­
t ion. ' " 

"What for. N e d ' are y o u g o i n g i n t o 
the manufacture of s t a r c h ? " 

"No . father, but the convent ion will 
be a l ive ly one. the m a n t i f a c t u n r-i . .nd 
p o t a t o growers are go ing to get to-

'e-
y-

•at 
•v-

ge ther . there Is some trouble In regaM 
t o prlco " 

Ned went to Bos ton next day. . nd 
h e took with h i m s p e . i m e n s of h s 
s tarch seedl ing. They were imm< na« 
potatoes and on ly required a few h i l l s 
for a heaping bushel He a l so took 
with him an affidavit from t h e H o n . 
Jared Sharp that the yield of . \ t d s 
quarter u n e of land had been exact ly 
15'1 bushe l s 

The meet ing of the s tarch tnauufac-
t u i e s was a Btormy o n e The potato 
p r o d u c e r : t i 'tMten.J to wi thdraw f iuin 

the biisinppp unless the price could b« 
i i . l sed. whi le the m a n u f a c t u r e r s had 
. H .tea tu prove that t h e y could import 
-.1 they wanted at the present pru e«. 
•ue of the largest potato producers b l ­
u n g i n g to the as soc ia t ion presented 
atatlstkrs to show the annua l yield of 
po ta toes t o the acre, and the cost of 
-ulture. and his f igures ac tua l ly prov> d 
that a i the present yie ld, the p o t a t o e s 
did not pay as wel l a s o ther crops. 

Suppos ing the yield could b e dou­
bled, would potato ra i s ing pay s tarch 
nini iufnctures*" said Ned. r i s i n g a n d 
iiiUi easing tne m a n wi th s t a t i s t i c s 

• "It would be a fair bus ines s theu." 
replied the man, "but thpt is not pos ­
sible, by adding fert i l izers w e increase 
Hie crop uud the expense . In fact, t h e 
. louiluea uppeur l o be r u n n i n g out . uud 
jur yearly i t t u r u s grow less and U-sn " 

i Suppos ing , Bald Ned . that } o u 
p lant a larger k ind , o n e that 1B nat -

i urally large, then your yield would be 
more ." 

| "True." sa id the speaker . 
; " T h e chemical a n a l y s i s of the pota­

to ." cont inued Ned. " s h o w s that 
t h o u g h different var ie t i e s indicate a 
s l i g h t l y different proport ion of i o n -

( s t l t u e n t s . a fair s tandard r e v e a l s t h e 
J !act t h a t seveuty- f lve par t s In o n e hun-
, dred are water , that fifteen or a l i t t le 

"It did not occur t o me t h a t s h e w a s more are s tarch, three are sugar , three 
e v e n o ld enough to wed." repl ied Mr. 
Sharp, "but it i s true that she Is n o w 
n i n e t e e n , whi le you ar e t w e n t y W e l l . 
Ned . y o u had your promise before you 
asked, and I k n o w of no o n e on w h o m 
I had rather bestow ber hand H a v e 

y o u told her of t h i s ? " 
"No. Mr. Sharp, but It h a s been l o n g 

on my m i n d , but do not tell ber I 
desire that she shal l learn to l ove m e 
for myself , and not give her hand 
through grat i tude ." 

"I a m not sure, N e d . but the hrar t 
Is a l ready won , and t h e hand n o w on ly 
r e m a i n s to win ," he sa id 

fibre, and that the remainder c o n t a i n s 
several e l ements not necessary l o uuiuo 
in this c o n u e i t i o n . The great value of 
t h e p o t a t o cons is t s In Its S t a n h, 
w h e t h e r we regard It foi nutr i t ion , or 
for Its Importance as e m p l o y e d In 
manufactures . Those vurlet les which 
conta in the g n u t e s t a m o u n t of s tarch 
are the best fur the table , and those 
that have less are usuul ly poorer. 
T h o s e variet ies usual ly do not yield 
ns abundant ly as the poorer kind. 
W h a t would be t h e effect of t h e pro­
ducers if a kind could be o b t a i n e d that 
yie ld a n equal or greater a m o u n t in 

"But you m u s t not be i n too much proport ion o* s tarch t o that found i n 
haste , Ned , the fa ther and m o t h e r are j another potato and yet produces from 
In n o has te to lo se the ir d a r l i n g , three to four t imes the usual crop, 
daughter . You s a v e d her for us , and j "It would be a bonanza for t h e pro-
y e t you are t o take h e r a w a y a g a i n " 

"Not far," said N e d "I h a v e p l a n s 
a lready made for a fine res idence , 
w h i c h I shal l erect n e x t s e a s o n o n t h e 
k n o l l above the road, on the land I 
p u r c h a s e d of you. It will b e a b e a u t i ­
fu l s i te , and the grounds wi l l be fine 
f o r landscape gardening ." 

"Can I aid you In bui ld ing ," quer ied 
Mr. Sharp . 

"No . I shal l put a t least $2,500 Into 
t h e h o u s e , and t h a t will be g o o d 
e n o u g h , for i t wil l b e equal t o m o s t 
a n y here ." 

"BM that wil l l eave only $500 of a l l 
y o u r capital on wh ich to furnish t h e 
h o u s e a n d for a future n e s t e g g I s 
that not rather a reckless w a y of st r t -
Ing l i f e ? " said Mr. Sharp. H e s d 
t h i s m o r e to find out Ned's p lans thn i 
f rom a n y fear. Like every one in tow n 
h e now had unbounHed conf idence i n 
N e d ' s j u d g m e n t 

"Perhaps in o n e y e a r from now I 
m a y be e v e n a r icher m a n t h a n you , 
Mr. Sharp." replied N e d . 

"That is s a y i n g a good deal ," sa id 
Mr. Sharp, w i t h a l i t t l e surpr i se in h i s 
vo ice . 

"If I g e t your daughter ," s a i d N e d , 
"I th ink I sha l l h a v e the finest g e m 
t h e ear th affords; b u t in a d d i t i o n t o 
t h a t , a year hence w e wi l l c o u n t t o ­
g e t h e r o u r w e a l t h a n d see w h o w i n s . 

* 

i£ 

; /. . CHAPTER XXVI. 
Ned Attends the Starch Maker's Con­

vention. 
Ned's original quarter acre, and the 

, :. »cr@i& the upper lot, were planted witlx 
".,,'tne two leading kinds of potatoes, 
v jBfMefa Ned had selected from the many 

- . varieties that had sprung from the 
-jseed «f iae potato ball. Up to the time 

,ĵ 1&e-©r.Qp ws»s harvested, the general 
s^gpSlw .feoew nothing of Ned's new po-
(ff^pes, for in all these years he had 

'M^m$&& own counsel in regard to his 
^'felpftS. >,., Wnea the crop was harvested 

f'^lPP||?ttrl5ts with the request that 
^ B t , ® iheftt for table use, and they 
g a f g | r m j | i g m 10 be the best they had 
• S S K P S & J * tftfT *a* a w left over 

' ' *M®d!$m. «O?KJ»§. Ihey of course 
mm-?tm 'thMfcrrn* bat what they 

m til 1 br able ft i, r U they wanted 
tor planiiiR i » j r a % the springy 
itn 1 thi* wis n \ 1 t xpesj^d,, u e text 
jure that 1 e v, w< e&f» at £fcis time in 
giving out a fi-nr N i| j ^ o , gave a 
iiuaple of the new Jark|^seedllng to 

I «4itora of leading ag|)[cultu,ral 
f# A nwuit they wrot* 

"the fact 
,nmd 1 w ft nwul 

'S-; }V< •J'-S'l&j^'teitfts 

j lucer . even at present pr ices ." s a i d t w o 
or three In the audience . 

J "It has been a lmos t Imposs ib le to 
i Qnd a large potato that y i e lds a3 m^-'h 
' starch a s t h e smal ler o n e s , " sa id the 

leading s tarch manufacturer . " W h e n 
certain k inds h a v e been brought In 
they were s o lacking In s t a r c h that 
we fe l t obl iged to reduce e v e n t h e 
price. Our assoc ia t ion have h a d a l ­
w a y s a w i l l i n g n e s s to help the pro­
ducer. W e once offered a prize of 
$500 c a s h t o one w h o would Introduce 
into the market a po ta to l ike w h a t t h e 
y o u n g g e n t l e m a n s u g g e s t s a s a poss i ­
bi l i ty , but which we c la im is not a 
probabi l i ty ." 

"Does that prize stil l hold In force?" 
queried Ned. 

"It does ," replied the manufacturer . 
The secretary des ires the n a m e of 

the y o u n g g e n t l e m a n w h o has s p o k e n , 
that h e may record It in the m i n u t e s 
of the meet ing ," sa id t h e pres ident . 

"Ned Jackson ," he r e s p o n d e d . 
N e d not i ced t h a t tnere w a s qui te a 

l i t t le s e n s a t i o n i n the a s s e m b l y as -he 
spoke h i s name, and s e v e r a l arose i n 
their s ea t s and looked over t o w h e r e 
h e s a t Move than th is , s evera l of t h e 
l ead ing m e n present began t o w h i s p e r 
w i t h each other, and a t l a s t o n e m a n 
w e n t u p and whispered a m o m e n t w i t h 
the pres ident . 

Sa id the pres ident a m o m e n t after, 
"wil l Mr. J a c k s o n p l ease i n f o r m us if 
h e i s i n a n y w a y connec ted w i t h a 
m a n of the same n a m e of w h o m t h e 
papers h a v e s o often s p o k e n o f a s h a v ­
ing produced a remarkable p o t a t o from 
the seed of the ball." W e u n d e r s t a n d 
that h e is a man w h o h a s m a d e t h e 
potato a s tudy and has been remark­
ably successful . P e r h a p s h e i s your 
Tather o r a near re la t ive ." 

"I m y s e l f a m t h e p e r s o n t o w h o m 
you refer." 

A look of incredulity s p r e a d o v e r the 
faces of half the crowd. 

"You are quite a y o u n g m a n t o have 
done all that the papers s a y y o u have ," 
eaid the president , "but t h e c o n v e n t i o n 
is very g lad t o s ee Mr. J a c k s o n pres­
ent. 

" W l h Mr. Jackson i n f o r m t h e con-
vej .Uon if h e sees any w a y t o so lve 
the problem before us t o - d a y , " s a i d a 
gentleman on the floor. 

"I see no reasoa why the question 
cannot be solved by using what I call 
the 'starch seedHng.'" 

{ "Is that the one that the papers have 
•aid so much about* queried the pre*. 
tdent, ,• 

7 t ie mt,H*m Ned, "it is # $ ttjrt x 

nave been propagat ing lor m i s * p u r p o s e 
for four years . Its y ie ld th i s s eason o n 
old ground was at the rate of s i x h u n ­
dred b u s h e l s to the acre I h a v e h a d 
it examined by our High School c h e m -
st. a n d he finds nearly t w e n t y - p e r c e n t . 
starch. I p r e s u m e I a m ent i t led to t h e 
$500 prize " 

" A n d it i s g ladly awarded." sa id t h e 
starch manufacturer e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y , 
as he looked at Ned with wonder, " i f 
you prove your s ta tement " 

"I can produce a certified s t a t e m e n t 
of t h e ylpld. and the chemis t s ' s t a t e ­
ment, but bet ter I can produce a s a m ­
ple of thp potatoes this a f ternoon " 

At this reply there was a g e n e r a l 
applause about the hall 

"The N e w Hampshire de l ega te h a s 
the floor." said the Pres ident , n o t i c i n g 
a g e n t l e m a n from upper Cous r is ing t o 
epeak. 

"Too much Importance cannot be a t ­
tached to t h e s t a t e m e n t s of Mr Jack­
son, if they are true, sa id the N> w 
Hampshire man. Last year the y ie ld 
of pota toes In the State w a s over D.-
000.000 bushels , and the average pr ice 
was over 40 cents per bushel . T a k i n g 
40 rents as an average , the potato crop 
was worth $2,000,000 at least . It la 
placed at $3,000,000 In the report. If 
Mr. J a c k s o n h&£ soaui th iug that wil l 
produce three t imes as much . In a year 
the product ion will Increase In va lue 
from six t o nine mil l ion dol lars . I 
cons ider t h i s new s e e d l i n g of t h e 
grea tes t Importance to N e w Ha;.>p-

I "h.re. As y o u know the t w o potaio^ 
g r o w i n g count ie s are Grafton and (' oa. 
Grafton produces one mi l l ion , one hun­
dred thousand bushe l s per year • nd 
Coos about e ight hundred and twe ty-
flve t h o u s a n d , both together furntst.i ig 
two-f i f ths of the potato product of the 
State These two count ies manufac ture 
a l m o s t the ent ire Invoice of N e w 
Hampsh ire s t a r c h , and show an ant ual 
jirodu> t of more than s i x m i l l i o n 
pounds , o n e - s i i t n of all the s t a n h. 
i,.udi in the country. It Is an Import-
iii.r i | i . i-stlon, whether Mr Jai kson can 
iui ' . I M our vroductluu three m l i u o n 

b : . h « l h of p o t a t o e s In our io : inty 
Hie u i i e s a i e s from o ther s t a t e s 

jpuh. iu a s i m i l a r line. 
Mr Pres ident ," said a g e n t l e m a n 

• ii the floor. "1 m o v e that a commlt i - •> 
• ! live be a p p o i n t e d to e x a m i n e Mi 

J i u k s o n ' s c l a i m s and report at IUJ 
v vi m u g sess ion ." 

'1 be m o t i o n wao carried. 
Later in t h e day Ned was cal led Into 

i t cn fcreu ie with the c o m m i t t e e He 
iniu tils samples present. 1 be w-sti-
;..< uiul from Mr Sharp had great 
^ c,"l as l i e wua extens ive ly k n o w n 
" :'' u g r k u l l u i d l woi ld A ihe...i->t 
• • "i !,,-, ii ca l led In, and though iu »o 
f iuut a t ime he was unable to get at 
the per cent, of s tarch that the so-
:.»!!'d 'starch seedling'' l o u t a i u e d he 
w . s nure that It contained a iuu> h <*ir-
E«i utnount than any ordinary potuio 

' W h a t la your Intention In reg .ud 
t" tne future disposal ot the potato , 
M. h i ckson ." queried the chalr inau of 
tUi c o m m i t t e e . 

"I propose to raise a large lot this 
'•ear. and supply those who are wi l l ing 
t o pay a proper price In a year from 
now 1 h a v e spent cons iderable t ime 
and h a v e a guud thing, i sua i i not 
sel l t h e s e p o t a t o e s at any ordinary 
price," said N e d . 

"So w e supposed ," said the commit ­
tee, "and It la evident that shou ld you 
sell th i s po ta to to every one who 
6l;i,uld buy, thut there would be uu 
ovci product ion, and the price would 
fall aga in . In oruer to keep this po­
tato of value to us as producers we 
nuiht be able to cout io l IU" 

"If w e could control the ra i s ing of 
this potato for even two years In the 
l imits o f our assoc iat ion it wou ld be 
a g n a t thing for us. in fact a great 
<pet ulatlon,'' said the New Hauipahlro 
Jc legate. 

"How m a n y bushels of th i s kind 
h a v e y o u n o w on hand. Mr. J a c k s o n ? " 
queried another member of the c o m ­
mit tee . 

"One hundred and fifty bushels ," 
said Ned. ' 

Will you sell your right and t i t le 
t o tbeui, or t o the so-cal led 'starch 
bt-ediiug' for $1,000?" said t h e chair­
man. 

"No, s ir , I wi l l not," responded Ned. 
" D o you suppose I will sell for $1,000 
what in two years will increase the 
value of the potato crop wi th in the 
l imi t s o f t h i s assoc iat ion the s u m of 
over t e n mi l l ion of dol lars annua l ly 
a c c o r d i n g to the figures of your dele-
g a l e s w h o h a v e spoken to -day?" ' 

"Hut some o n e else, h e a r i n g of your ; 
success , may a l so at tempt propagat ing 
n e w k i n d s a n d ecl ipse yours ," sa id the 
c o m m i t t e e . i 

"Let them d o so. but It will take four • 
years t o get as far a long as I have . ' 
a n d then t h e y may fall. Meanwhi l e I ' 
wi l l se l l ajl I can at pound rates , and 
retire from t h e field to any opponent 

that m a y appear," said Ned. 
The c o m m i t t e e conferred a g a i n I 

a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s . The m a n with his j 
head ful l of s t a t i s t i c s figured for a ' 
t ime , a n d at l a s t they reported that if ( 

Mr. Jackson w o u l d sel l e v e r y o n e of 
h i s potatoes and agree to l e t no one 
e l se h a v e a s i n g l e one, in order to have 
a m o n o p o l y o f them for a w h i l e , the As­
s o c i a t i o n w o u l d g i v e Ned t h e s u m of 
$3,000. They would a l so call to Ned's 
m i n d t h a t w h i l e h i s o ther pota toes 
would b e des ired b y the mul t i tude , the 
o n e he offered for sale would be o n l y 
p u r c h a s e d by t h o s e w h o w e r e produc­
ing for s t a r c h makers . 

N e d s a w t h e reasonab lenes s of th i s , 
and c o n v i n c e d t h a t a bird in the hand 
w a s w o r t h t w o in the bush, h e sold his 
r ight for $3,000. The m e m b e r s of the 
Assoc ia t ion , t n r e e hundred In number 
paid In $10 ap iece , and rece ived an or­
der for half a bushel each, wh ich were 
t o be p l a n t e d by the m e m b e r s of the 
Assoc ia t ion f o r future seed a n d specu­
lat ion. 

C H A P T E R X X V I I . 
A m o n g the Roses . 

" W h a t are y o u s o busy a b o u t n o w ? " 
said Mrs. J a c k s o n to her son o n e even­
ing s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s return from Bos­
ton . S h e w e n t up to the t a b l e where 
h e was bending- over s o m e papers. She 
s a w t h a t he had been s k e t c h i n g a 
house, w h i c h was apparent ly s i tuated 
in a beaut i fu l garden, in w h i c h were 
w e l l t ra ined v i n e s , ever -green trees 
t r i m m e d i n s h a p e l y form, b e d s of S o w ­
ers, founta ins and w i n d i n g w a l k s . The 
h o u s e itself , w h i l e not large , present­
ed a un ique a p p e a r a n c e , n e s t l e d a s it 
w a s a m o n g t h e shrubbery. 

" T h a t i s a p r e t t y place ," cont inued 
Ned's mother, MJhe ex&Pitoed hu 

work more minute ly . "Where Is the 
original? I do not r e m e m b e r ever see ­
ing it. but the s u r r o u n d i n g landscape 
reminds m e of the s c e n e r y at your 
knoil " 

• There is no such p lace now." said 
Nnl "It Is an Ideal that I hope t o 
make a rea l i ty ." 

"I do not unders tand you. Ned," re­
plied Mrs. J a c k s o n . 

'T am s k e t c h i n g the ex ter ior of w h a t 
I hope wijl s o m e day be my home ," he 
replied 

I "Hut yon are not g o i n g t o build at 
| once, are you. Ned" queried his mother. 
i • In the spr ing I sha l l ." Ned replied. 
' "out on t h e k n o l l ? " cont inued Mrs. 

Taikson. 

' "Yes ." repl ied Ned. "Whi le my 
potatoes and my fortune are g r o w i n g 
In t h e field be low. I Intend to erect 

. my future home , and to grade the 

. pruunds and s tart the foundat ion for a 
charming garden ." 

"So you are already tired of l i v i n g 
with father and mother ." said Mrs. 
Ju ikson . 

" F a r from that . You and father 
have been s o k ind t o me. I a m a w a r e 
that h e has g i v e n me practical ly my 
time s ince I was fifteen years of a g e ; 
hat wh i l e I h a v e worked for blm w h e n 

he aJ»ked. h e h a s kindly but quiet ly ex­
tended my hours of play, that I m i g h t 
take t h e m for labor on my l i t t le farm, 
if there Is one t h i n g more than a n o t h ­
er t h a t I feel thankfu l for it is t h a t 
father took that way to m a k e me self-
reliant and to teach me to think and 
act for myself. It has been the m a k ­
ing of me. T h e boys say It is lu<k. 
but it is not. My crops have not been 
much above t h e average , but I h a v e I 
made use of what came In my way I 
have t h o u g h t and planned, ami taken ' 
advantage of c i rcumstances A n y : 

fanner or any boy In town might have . 
prupogated new var ie t i e s of potatoes ' 
and could have so ld to a s good an ad­
vantage as I did my "starch seedling; " 
The want of a better s tarch prodiu ing • 
potato has been k n o w n for years It 
Was •••> i h a n c e that 1 produced better 
pota tma than were In the market It 
M '• • I'.ituial result, and <nn th.i' ill i 
the farmers In the s ta te knew to be 
Pi/bolble, but did not wish, i i ic bother, 
lui It tooh too ..mi u Unit . a i i u i..> ,..»y 
day looked too far off Uul I upurei l -
ate a l l of father's k i n d n e s s In a l l owing 
me t h e use of his quarter acre of land. 
Wl lk le laughed ut me for epeudiug my 
time that way. He baa spent bulf lua 
f a t h e r s fortune, they say . s i u t e be f II 
into bad ways and I have nearly uiado 
our of my o w n . " 

Hut. N i d . your mother IB lu l c i ea t fd 
in JUUJ ou11 ess and uii yuui piano for 
the future Are you go ing to live in 
that big house a lone .' , 

" I hope not." sa id Ned. "There Is 
one w h o m 1 would like there wuh me. 
ai . ! home would not rta l ly be homo 
ui.li-ss she It there " 

" W h o Is that, Ned?" 
'•Nell ie ." 
" H a v e you spoken to her about it, 

Ned T h e Ideal h o m e y o u h a v e drawn 
tin paper must be very t e m p t i n g to a n y 
young lady " 

"No. mother , I have not spoken to 
her I would not tempt her by offer­
ing ber a pa lace . 1 want one who wi l l 
love m e for myse l f a lone , I s o m e t i m e s 
fear t h a t she would accept me . If s h e 
accepted at all . through gratitude, be­
cause I saved her l ife, but 1 have n o t 
asked her yet. Hut a whi le a g o 1 ask-
id her father If I might try to woo her , 
and if poss ible win her hand aud heart, 
and h e said yes, aud e v e n l u t l m a t ' d 
that perhaps the heart was already 
won. but mother , s i u i c lb' n I h a v e 
made very l i t t le progress I see Ne l l i e 
often, but sh« la different now t h a n 
w!.at s h e used t o be . o m e we had no 
d;"!. u l ty In convers ing , but of Into 
conversat ion lags, and l ike t w o tjuak 
ei.s we hold our meet ings in almost sil-
erne 1 can't account for t h e c h a n s e 
In Ne l l i e She must be g e t t i n g weary 
of me. and yet she a l w a y s urges me to 
come aga in " 

"N«<I." snld h i s mother , "in s u c h 
times a s these , you will find that s l l -
r ine rtpeaks often loudt r than woi Is 
I have been w a t i h l n g the growth of 
that rose bush by the w i n d o w . T h o 
other n ight , when there wai. a thunder 
shower, and the winds blew. and. thero 
w i s a general tumult w i thout . I n o ­
ticed n o growth of the bush, but l a s t 
night, when all was st i l l , and e v e n 
nature herself w a s apparent ly as leep, 
that bush had a wonderful growth. 
So It m a y be. Ned. that the heart y o u 
cherish, in the s i lence that looks s o 
o m i n o u s to you, may be reaching o u t 
more a n d more toward you , and Its In­
fluence may be more and more t w i n i n g 
around your heart, even as the rose 
branches twined around your neck In 
the dreams that you told me about, in 
w h k h your Ne l l i e proved the rose. 
There is of ten more real i ty In dreams 
than w e think." and Mrs. J a i k s o u . 
smiled to hersel f as she t h o u g h t of t h e j 
scrrjo In the s ick room, which N e d ( 

st i l l t reasured In b i s mind as a dream. 
The s u m m e r t ime came, and yet N e d 

had n o t spoken . The roses were in . 
bloom a g a i n and they never looked ' 
more beaut i fu l than now. T h e e v e n - ' 
ing w a s o n e of the most charming of 

the s u m m e r m o n t h s , and Ned w a s w i t h ' 
Ne l l i e , and t h e y s tood a m o n g t h e roses 
of her father's garden. 

" H o w love ly these roses are ," sa id 
Ned, a s he watched Ne l l i e p ick a bud 
From a m o s s - r o s e bush. 

Had any o n e seen Ned at the m o ­
ment h e spoke they would h a v e h a d 
ser ious doubt s if he saw a n y t h i n g b e ­
fore h i m , b u t t h e handsome face o f 
Nel l ie . 

"There is a tradit ion," sa id Nel l i e , 
"in o n e of the heathen n a t i o n s , t h a t 
the c r o w n of thorns our S a v i o u r wore 
a; the croeif lct ion. was m a d e of t'io 
rope br ier , and that the drops or blood 
that s t a r t e d under it fel l t o t h e ground 
and b l o s s o m e d into roses." 

"The rose from earliest t i m e s h a s 
been regarded as the s y m b o l of all t h a t 
i s swee t and lovely." said Ned. As n e 
spoke h e looked meaningly at Nel l ie 
and s h e cr imsoned tn the neck. 

•And i t s t h o r n " replied Ne l l i e , "has 
been a s y m b o l t o remind m a n t h a t 
even e a r t h ' s fairest objects h a s a dark 
side, a n d t h a t there is n o t h i n g s o 
bright and beautiful as not to be w i t h ­
out a l l o y . " 

"But t h e rose . Nel l ie , h a s e v e r b e e n 
t h e s y m b o l o f beauty, the prize of v i r ­
tue , t h e i m a g e of pleasure, i n n o c e n c e 
and y o u t h . " continued Ned . 

They s t o o d beside e a c h o t h e r n o w . 
and above them were the branches of 
a monster rose bush which had been 
twined toatreUia. . 

J u s t t h e n t h e ful l m o o n , t h a t f o r & 
f e w m o m e n t s had been hid b e h i n d a 
c loud , began to s h o w a b o v e it, a n d 
t inged the e d g e w i t h s i lver l ight . 

" H o w beauti ful ." said Nel l ie , a n d 
N e d . w h o turned h i s e y e s from the 
m o o n l i t cloud to Ne l l i e ' s face, s a i d ; 

"Yes . i t is beauti ful ." 
N e l l i e caught h i s g lance , a n d not ic ­

ing its in tentness , b lushed redder t h a n 
the roses that h u n g over her head. 

Both now were s i l en t ; each at t h a t 
m o m e n t would h a v e g iven w o r l d s to 
h a v e known the o ther ' s thoughts . 

N e l l i e toyed nervously at t h e o v e r ­
h a n g i n g rose bush and suddenly a 
b l a n c h escaped from its f a s t en ings a n d 
dropped d o w n ; It w a s a forked o n e , 
and as it fell Ne l l i e and Ned w e r e 
c a u g h t be tween the two and they found 
t h e m s e l v e s bound toge ther It was no 
easy task to unhook all the l i t t l e 
t h o r n s that he ld t h e m together, and In 
t h e i r l a u g h i n g efforts t o e x t r i c a t e 
t h e m s e l v e s from t h e net their h a n d s 
frequent ly touched, and when the last 
t h o r n was unhooked and the vine flew 
back partially, but yet hund b e n d i n g 
ove»- them, as if t o pronounce a b e n ­
edict ion and t o s t rew the ir pa th w i t h 
roses , Ned caught both of N e l l i e ' s 

h a n d s in his own They had never 
rested that w a y before, a t first there 
was a Htle m o v e m e n t as if t o w i t h ­
draw them, a n d t h e n t h e y y ie lded to 
the s tronger c lasp 

••Nellie." said Ned. "(he fal l ing of 
this rose about us to night was but a n ­
other link In what seems to be o u r 
cha in of fate To rne the rose has al-
w a v s been the most charming flower-

and all t h e v ir tues that the a n c i e n t s 
saw in it have been intensified of Late. 
The rose has b e c o m e the flower of m y 
dreams and In my dreams the rose al­
w a y s , s o m e h o w , at las t b e c o m e s trans­
formed in to the beauty and l o v e l i n e s s 
of yourse l f O m e In my s i c k n e s s N e l ­
lie I had a i i i r lous dream. In w h i c h 
the ruses and you took an ac t ive part . 
t r d »- ! dreamed t w o brand ie s of the 
rot-e Middenly flew around my necK 
he! '. "•:>• fast, and then I awoke, a n d 

it seemed to m e as if you and not t n e 
rose, had filled my heart a m o m e n t 
with greater happ ines s than I had ever 
knowi ; before Since then. Nel l ie y o u 
have been the rose o f my dreams , a n d 
whi l e I h m e des ired all this t i m e to 
ask you t o be my rose in reality. I 
have not lured to a s k It. but t h e fa tes 
sent to night a n o m e n of success by 
dropping tbes». rose brnii' lien a r o u n d 
us Say. Nel l ie , shal l the d r e a m 
rose be a real o n e a n d all my o w n ' i 
b : n c nlre.id.v asked your father and he 
g:ive rue permiss ion t" w o o y o u a n d 
if I fm.1,1 w'n your r.e:i't :md hand 
What siiv you NellU-'"' 

"Yon have long had my heart a n d 
ynn have both my hands " said Ne l l i e 
demurely a i d then t h e moor, cons ider ­
a te ly hid under a cloud bu' for all 
th i s Ned knew that t h e rose he c lasped 
tn h i s arms was a b lush rose 
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Ned's field of New J a c k s o n s e e d l i n g s , 
whh h were planted where only t w o 
y e a r s before had been noth ing but a 
t a n g l e d m a s s of laurel a n d b i r c h e s , 
was ready for the harves t at las t , a n d 
be began to l iberal ly advert ise t h e m 
t h r o u g h the press. H e sent men to t h e 
Btate and c o u n t y fairs wherever p o t a t o 
r a i s i n g was a spei la i ty As a l r e a d y 
s ta ted he had rece ived four h u n d r e d 
arid h c v i . t } ! w u letters , t h e first y e a r 
that the p o t a t o e s were annount ed . a n d 
t o th< wrltera or these he aent a l a r d 
Bavins that he waa ready to fill orders 
at fifty c u t s per pound On these h e 
real ized an average over of five pounds 
each or " ?•',(! pounds whb h of c o u r s e 
gave him t h e n e t sum of $ 1 .ISO. As a 
riMilt of ck'.<tihl\e adver t i s ing w h i c h 
rnl«e,i frnni one to ten pounds, a n d t h e 
i \< r:i£' tt.u-, fu ,r pounds to ea< h order , 
whii li lnm-iLHed his mal l rece ipts fu l ly 
$4.o(io Ned dec ided to a l low h i s 
a g e n t s f.O per cent of all they rece iv ­
ed In the nalp o f potatoes , and o w i n g 
to the llbpral c o m m i s s i o n , he found 
men a n x i o u s to undertake the a g e n c y . 
T h e agricultural fairs proved a b o n a n ­
za In every case , and m a n y a f a r m e r 
went home at night with a ponnd o r 
t w o of the wounderful n e w seed l ing ; 
w h i c h the papers h a d said so m u c h 
ahout T h e s e they cnreful ly laid a w a y 
after c o u n t i n g t h e number of eyes t h e y 
had. and speculated how m a n y h i l l s 
they could plant from the pound o r 
pounds of the s e e d l i n g s which they h a d 
purchased Ned never told any o n e 
the a m o u n t that he did rece ive as a 
result of h i s s a l e s t h a t year, but It i s 
k n o w n that the yield o f the New J a c k -
eon averaged 300 bushels t o the acre , 
and that he had six acres. He d id 
o w n t o se l l ing from hla mai l Orders 
°nni iph to c lear $6,000 exclus ive of p o ­
s tage pnld T h e bank cashlpr, in a 
confidential conversat ion . io ld a f r i end 
that nfter the fairs were over, h e h a d 
cashed checks that N e d had rece ived 
from his agents , which were in n e a r l y 
every state in t h e union , that a m o u n t ­
ed to near ly $20,000 qnd h e did n o t 
k n o w but more. At any rate h e b e ­
l ieved that Ned was now n u m b e r e d 
a m o n g the r i ches t men In t o w n . " A n d 
i t is queer h o w i t has all c o m e a b o u t . " 
cont inued t h e banker. S o m e say it i s 
luck, but there i s noth ing in the w h o l e 
of Ned ' s career, that any o n e of o u r 
b o y s m i g h t not h a r e done , if they h a d 
put t h e m s e l v e s i n the same s h o e s t h a t 
N e d d id , a n d pushed forward as h e h a s 
t o w a r d success ." 

Gladly would w e fo l low Ned i n h i s 
after l i fe , w h i c h was a successful o n e 
irr publ ic as well as pr iva te affairs , b u t 
w e m u s t l eave h i m In his n e w h o m e 
for a t ime , wh ich cost him double t h e 
s u m t h a t h e promised Mr. Sharp w h e n 
h e sought Ne l l i e ' s hand . The h o u s e 
h e furnished wi th great care, and w h e n 
t h e roses b loomed in t h e summer a g a i n 
t h e h o u s e w a s occupied by Ned . A l ­
t h o u g h he filled the ground wi th r a r e 
s h r u b s and flowers a n d roses of e v e r y 
k i n d b l o o m e d in after years w i t h i n t h e 
g a r d e n s . N e d a l w a y s insisted t h a t 
there w a s n o rose in t h e world l i k e t h e 
r o s e o f his dreams, he-cause that r o s e 
w a s h i s o w n Nellie, w h i c h he a l w a y s 
sa id w a s Indeed the most c h a r m i n g 
flower of h i s beautiful home. 
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