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"NED," 
The F A R M E R B O Y 

k Possible Result of a Lad's 
x Industry and Forasight. 

By GEO. E. FOSTER. 
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'"It w a s , " replied Mr Martin. "Flv< 
y e a r s a g o to-day s h e stepped out ui 
t h e s treet for a f e w m o m e n t s , anc 
from that t ime we w e r e able to find n< 
trace of her. 1 h a p p e n e d Into th« 
court t h i s morn ing a s . u u waa giviuf 
your s tory , and w h e n you spoke of th« 
pecul iar s tar , of c o m a e 1 was all a t 
tent lon . It w a s not a s< fir. h o w e v e r 
but a birth mark I gun kly ques t ion 
od you , and was i m m e d i a t e l y con 
vinced t h a t t h e girl was my long Jos 
M a y , and so It proved T h e poor chi l i 
1B n o w w i t h her m o t h e r , who has n o 
k n o w n a woll duy s i i n v M.-y wan k .J 

capped by the Rang with w h o m you 
found yoursel f last n ight 

"Oh. I a m so glad f o r you." Raid Ned 
wi th a happy smi le o n bis fn e 

"And now m y y o u n g f r i e n d " said 
Mr. Murtln. "you are- m t n l e d to the 
$1,000 reward It W H S offered at the. 
t i m e of tier uhd int io i i and H e offer 
baa been u standing • >n>- ever »m >• " 

"Hut I Shull nut l a k e It responded 
Ned 

' Of ( o u i s e you will . in v 
Mr Mart in , looking vciy 
prised 

"1 did not earn it I kn. w ri«»thint? 
a b o u t I t . I t VV.ta .1 I l l e t e a 

COUld not take pa) fur It 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s Ii 1* p.iy 
thlDk that you. the l i t t l e g;rl und hei 
m o t h e r ure happy aK.i.n ' l e sponded 
Ned 

"But I Insist (jti v o u r having the re
ward ." sa id Mr Mart in 

"But I will n o t ' " s a i d Ned de. idi-d-
l y . It would he o u t i . ^ h t ex tor t ion 

"Well , well;" ri p i l e d Mr Mart in . 
you are t h e most r e m a r k a b l e y o u n g 
m a n I ever heard of A r e y o u l o m f u i t -
able here -"' 

"It Is a s p l e n d i d p l a c e to stop. " said 
Ned 

" W P I I . SO l o n g as y o u stop In the 
c i ty y o u are my guest . I shal l puy al l 
your e x p e n s e s here," s a i d Mr Martin. 

"But you o u g h t n o t . Mr Martin " 
Bald Ned "If I had worked for you 
It would be different, but all I have 
helped you was acc identa l " 

"But n o one shal l take m o n e y 
from you." said Mr Martin " What 
la m o n e y beside the res torat ion of my 
d a u g h t e r * W h i l e h e r e , young man, 
r e m e m b e r that your b i l l s are paid. ' 

"Wel l , If It w i l l m a k e you feel bet
ter. I accept the kind hospital i ty y o u 
offer wi th t h a n k s . " Bald Ned. 

"If It Is not Impert inent , may I In
quire the n a t u r e of y o u r bus ines s In 
t h e c i t y ? " said Mr- Mart in "As I 
have long l ived here I may be ab le t o 
ass i s t you " 

Ned handed h i m t h e two adver t i se 
ments . 

" H a v e you h o o p p o l e s and s p o o n -
hunts for s a l e ' " Mr Mart in asked af
ter reading the a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
; "Yes , Blr." replied N e d 

"I a m Interes ted In t he fish keg fac
tory mysel f , and can e a s i l y promise to 
take a s m a n y poles a s von have, and 
a t a good price too," repl ied Mr Mar
t in . 

"But I ins is t on o n l v taking the 
usual orice . I wi l l n o t accept a h i g h 
er Drlce from your firm because of 

' y o u r gra t i tude B u s i n e s s is bus iness ," 
sa id Ned dec idedly . 

"Well , a s you wil l ," responded Mr. 
Mart in . "I l ike your plu> k, ami your 
n ice s e n s e of honor. We will go to 
t h e k e f factory t o - m o r r o w Now in 
regard to t h e s p o o n h u n t s t l t k s . H a v e 
y o u a lo t of t h e m ? " 

"An acre or more." responded Ned. 
"That is g o o d , " repl ied Mr. Martin. 

"My b r o t h e r - i n - l a w h a s begun m a n u 
f a c t u r i n g l a w n chairs and there la 
n o t h i n g l i k e laurel o»* spoonhunts t o 
m a k e t h e m of. He g i v e s a big price. 
a s farmers do not l ike to bother w i t h 
t h e m a s a usual thing, or they do not 
h a v e e n o u g h to make i t pay " 

" H o w l u c k y I have been to m e e t 
you ." said Ned. 

" T h e luck is a l l on my s ide ." re
sponded Mr. Martin. "And now I wish 
t o aga in i n s i s t o n y o u r taking t h e re
g a r d . " 

" N o , n o . I cannot ." sa id Ned. 
Mr. Mart in s a i d no m o r e on the sub

ject , but q u i e t l y led N e d to talk of 
himse l f , h i s parents , b i s friends, and 
a m b i t i o n s , and before b e left he k n e w 
t h e s t o r y o f N e d ' s f a r m i n g career f r o m 
the b e g i n n i n g of that t i m e . 

"To-morrow." he s a i d to Ned a t 
Imrtingj " w e wi l l see i f we can find a 
m a r k e t for your goods ." Before ha 
Twent h o m e t h a t n i g h t h e s a w the pur
c h a s i n g a g e n t of both firms and paved 
t h e w a y f o r m a k i n g a market for a l l 
t h e p o l e s a n d s p o o n h u n t s tock t h a t ha 
could furn i sh . One other t h i n g h e 
did. H e e n c l o s e d t w o }500 b i l l s In a 
'letter, w h i c h h e forwarded to R a l p h 
J a c k s o n , E s q . , Ned's father , e x p r e s s 
paid . T h e l e t t e r read a s fo l lows: 

Port land, Aug. 28, 18—. 
R a l p h J a c k s o n . E s q . : 
P l e a s e find h e r e w i t h $1,000, t h e 

r ight fu l p r o p e r t y of y o u r noble son . 
B e f o o l i s h l y refuses t o take the s a m e . 
I s end i t t o y o u In t r u s t for h im. See 
t h a t h e k e e p s t h e s a m e , for in no way 
.Will i t b e r e c e i v e d b a c k by me. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y . 
X. Q. Martin. 

a n d t o the parks . In fact, there was 
l i t t l e o f interest i n the city that day 
t h a t Ned ' s fr iend did n o t p o i n t . out. 
T o w a r d night , Mr. Mart in drove him 
t o the fish barrel factory, and Ned 
made a good bargain for all the poles 
that h e might s e n d ; and the purchas
i n g a g e n t s u g g e s t e d that h e might 
buy m o r e if he could make It pay. 
They were t o be cm at ouce and ira-
n>«'il!at.*ly forwarded by freight train. 
N e d a l s o mude a n unexpectedly good 
b a r g a i n for hlB spoonhunt s t icks . He 
w e n t t h r o u g h t h N <halr s h o p witb 
much interest , and wus amazed at the 
un iqueness of t h e chairs made from 
t h i s mater ia l . T h e proprietor stated 
that h e had grea* dlnVul»y In gett ing 
a l l the material he wanted anil was 
a n x i o u s for a lot a t once , as t h e winter 
w a s t h e t ime to manufac ture , and the 

| s u m m e r the t ime to sel l l a w n chairs. 
Me remarked that he w a s much dlRap-

' p o i n t e d in t h e smal l ' juant i ty offered 
1 a s a result of his a d v e r t i s e m e n t 

H e expla ined to Ned how it was tc 
be cut and that the more crooked 11 
w a s t h e more va luable it became foi 
Jits purpose and a s It w a s < rooked anc1 

small , when tr immed and ready foi 
s h i p m e n t I: . rust be parked to Its beel 
a d v a n t a g e s in box cars F o r a well 
packed long car full he would g ive ?20 
rtirnsetf pay ing t h e fre ight "I ran 
furnish at least t w o car loads , and per> 
haps three, said Ned 

" W e l l and good" I w i s h y o u had i 

doz**n o f them," replied thp purchaser . 
I uuKht get you s o m e bes ides ," c o n -

tinned Ned 
I >n s o if you c a n , " c o n t i n u e d the 

halrin. ikcr ' If ymi can buy so at 
to niuke Miiuethlng for your trouble , 
I s.'.all l>e glad I uui in haute for t lie 
materia lb. so you better hurry up on 
V'"it ii • inn You i an ge t ihopp«rs . I 
t u p p o s e 

I i l i lnk 1 can ge t e n o u g h , " replied 
N. .1 

' N M | hav ing nn l s ' . 'd bin b u s i n e s s , 
tuniei l u u a v ,, nd M •' M ii tin took hi in 
In his l a i ' U g i ' ag.i'li and th i s t i m e 
d r o \ e d l l e . ! l \ t o b i n r e n l d e l l i e N e d 

Was aiitpilued at t h e e l e g a n c e of t h e 
h o u s e a n d surround ings , he had nev-
pr K»-en i i l iything l ike It before, and he 
at ••tue haw ihut h i s patron must be a 
very wealthy man 

A servant took t h e horses a s thev 
drove up to t h e door, and Mr Mar' ln 
admit ted himself and Ned by m e a n s 
of a lati h key 

H e had im s o o n e r introduced Ned to 
Mrs Martin than t h e l i t t le girl w h o m 
he had befriended at his first lodging" 
p iace und who had afterward a s s i s t e d 
h im hounded into the room 

"Oh. I wish to t h a n k y o u s o much , 
for g iv ing me my m a m m a and papa 
a v u i n " «he Bald, a s she grabbed Ned 
by the hand "Oh. I a m so happy now " 

" W e nil t h a n k you." said Mrs 
Martin, ' for five y e a r s I h a v e not h a d 
a nappv hour until yes terday, w h e n 
mv lost dar l ing w a s returned t o m e . 
I fee l as If I could b e well aga in 

N e d lookpd at t h e picturp h a n g i n g 
on the w a l l of a robust l o o k i n g w o m a n 
bes ldo t h e portrait of Mr Martin H e 
recogn ized there t h e features o f Mrs. 
Martin, but wondered at the c h a n g e 
sorrow n a d wrought in t h e o n c e beau
tiful face of h i s h o s t e s s " I 

"I t w a s all acc identa l . Mrs. Mart in , 
I really d id n o t h i n g in the matter ; b u t • 
I a m really glad that I c a m e t o Port - I 
land nnd fell Into t h e hands of s h a r p e r s 
as It has turned out. It h a s m a d e m e 
snarper. It h a s knocked s o m e of t h e ' 
concei t o u t of me, a n d has m a d e three 
persona very happy I see." said Ned a s \ 
he looked at t h e reunited fami ly . I 

N e d wondered a l so at t h e change h e 
saw in t h e l i t t le girl . There w a s t h e 
b ir thmark , and the genera l form a n d 
feature, but t h e f r ightened and care - | 
w o r n express ion were g o n e , a n d h e r 
Bad looking*eyes were now Bparkltng 
with delight Her ragged and so i l ed | 
cIotheB h a d been replaced by n e w o n e s , , 
rirh and elegant . It seemed hard ly \ 
possible that such a c h a n g e could b e 
wrought In so short a t i m e I 

N e d s tayed t o tea . and such a tab le j 
he n e v e r sat d o w n to before, h e h a d 
n e v e r s e e n so many s i lver dishes , s o 
m u c h rut glass , or partook of such a 
( u m p t u o u s feast | 

"How long—will you remain in t h e 
c i ty"" asked Mrs Martin, af ter t h e y ; 
had returned t o the parlor I 

"I go home to -morrow." said Ned. I 
"I thought you w e r e to stop here a 

week." safd Mr. Martin. | 
" S o I expec ted w h e n I c a m e , " b u t 

you have helped m e to dU pose of m y l 
goods , a n d h a v e s h o w n m e the w h o l e 
city in y o u r turn, s o my work i s d o n e , | 
and The dealers are a n x i o u s for t h e 
h o o p poles and s p o o n h u n t s . " r e s p o n d 
ed Ned 

" D o not let h i m g o to -morrow." sa id 
Mrs. Martin, "let us nil g o d o w n t h e 
Bay. and let h i m see what the sa l t w a 
ter Is l ike ." 

"That we wi l l ." said Mr. Mart in , 
"will you stay a n o t h e r day"" 

' D o s tay ," sa id t h e l ittle girl. 
S o Ned promised. 
"Now I must t h a n k you , l i t t l e g ir l , 

for your t h o u g h t f u l n e s s in s a v i n g m e , " 
said Ned, "you real ly did s o m e t h i n g . 
If i t had not been for y o u r le t ter l e t 
d o w n by that s tr ing, I should h a v e 
been a v i c t im of s h a r p e r s . D id t h e y 
mistrust you/* 

"I do n o t know," said t h e girl , " they 
found y o u were g o n e about m i d n i g h t ; 

doubt kept watch of t n e m o v e m e n t s oi 
the po l i ce ," replied Mr. Mart in . 

N e d returned to t h e hote l for the 
night and next day with h i s new 
friends, t o o k a del ightful tr ip down 
the bay In a s t e a m yacht , which be
longed to Mr. Mart in . To Ned It wae 
a day of una l loyed p leasure On their 
return, as they passed the hote l , Ned 
bade his f r iends good-bye . as ho de
clared his intent ion of re turn ing homi 
on t h e morrow, by a n early train. 

"God b less y o u , niy boy." said Mr 
Martin, "I shal l never l o s e s i g h t o/ 
you a n a o r your pnmperl ty ." 

"Good bye ' a l l ," ha id Ned. 
As Ned went up t o his room thai 

n ight , the clerk handed h i m a paper 
It w a s a rece ipted bi l l for board, paid 
by Mr. Martin. 

C H A P T E R X I X . 
In Which Ned's Parents a r e Puzzled 

"I have Just rece ived an. exprest 
package from s o m e o n e , on which tht 
value "J1.O00" la marked ," said Mr 
Jackson t o his wife, o n e a f t e r n o o n at 
he c a m e lnj from the v i l lage . 

" T h e va lue I s a Joke, o f course , ' 
said bis wife, "were you expecting 
a n y t h i n g ? " I 

N o t h i n g that I k n o w of," said Mri 
Jackson . 

" W h o d o you suppose i t la from?'i 
cont inued his wife . 

"I do n o t know," responded Mr 
Jackson," a s h e began to scrut iniz i 

t h e p a c k a g e closely. " H e r e is 'Port
land e x p r e s s otfli e' marked on it." he 
cont inued , after l o o k i n g at a part ly 
effaced s t a m p 

"'I h e n it must be from N e d , " sa id 
Mrs Jucksoi i 

"It i s not his wr i t ing ," responded 
h i s father 

And he could no t s e n d Jl.ouo 
e i ther ." said his mother . 

' Nor Is h e one to j o k e his parents " 
sa id h i s father, a s he looked at t h e 
w i n d s on t h e corner of the package . 
$l.uuu va lue ." 

Why don't y o u open It and s e e 0 " 
i*ald Mrs J a c k s o n , w i ' b her w o m a n l y 
curloHlt^ ful ly aroused. 

' 1 hitt wi l l s e t t l e the matter ," sa id 
Mr Ju< knou, reaching for the si ls-
s'lrs with w h i t h t o tut the e n d of the 
great e n v e l o p e 

He then pulled out t h e paper w i t h i n 
a n d us lie opened it t w o new $50u bill-. 
s l id Into his lap. 

W h a t c a n th i s m e a n ' " e x c l a i m e d 
both Mr a n d Mrs Jat kson at once 

"There Is a letter there, read It 
q u l i k ' " said Mrs. J a c k s o n , and h e 
tead 

Port land. A u g 18. 
Helph Jackson, E s g 

P lease find h e r e w i t h $1,000. t h e 
-! Klitfn 1 property of y o u r nob le t o n . 
H e foolishly refuses to take the s a m e . 
I send It to you In trust for h im See 
that he keeps the same , for in no w a y 
v. Ill It be rece ived bat k by me 

Respectful ly . 
X. Q. M A K T I N 

"What c a n this m e a n ' ' s a i d Mrs, 
Jin kson 

I c a n t guess ," responded her h u s 
band 

IB t h e money g e n u i n e ? " a s k e d Mrs. 
j u n i s o n , as s h e remembered a n art ic le 
s h e had just been reading of m e t h o d s 
us*>d In g e t t i n g c o u n t r y people to cir
cu la te counterfei t money . 

"The m o n e y looks a l l r ight ," sa id 
Mr Jackson 

" H a v e you any Idea w h a t N e d w e n t 
t o Portland for a n y w a y , a s k e d Mr». 
J a c k s o n . 

"No. I h a v e been g r e a t l y puzz led 
o v e r the matter, h e never a s k e d to g o 
a w a y before, but there must a l w a y s be 
a first t ime ," replied Ned's fa ther . 

"It Is not possible t h a t t h i s m o n e y 
is poor and that Ned's a m b i t i o n h a s 
let! h im to a n s w e r In person one o f 
those d e l u s i v e a d v e r t i s e m e n t s of confi
dence men a n d sharpers ," sa id Mrs. 
J a c k s o n anxious ly . 

"i 'shaw." said Mr J a c k s o n . "Ned 
Is honor bright i n all he does , a n d 
would not bf fooled Into wrong do ing , 
bes ides this letter Is from s o m e o n e 
Pise, and speaks of Ned's refus ing w h a t 
be 'onged to h i m " 

"Put ." sa id his mother , " h o w could 
t h i s belong t o him H e has not $500 
In the bank yet." 

"1 can ' t g u e s s what i t m e a n s , " sa id 
h i s fnthpr There la t h e s a v i n g s bank 
treasurer n o w ! I will ca l l h i m in ." j 

That official came as cal led. j 
"Are these bills g e n u i n e ? " a s k e d Mr. 

J a c k s o n , w h e n his guest Was seated , j 
• As good as gold." responded t h e 

trenmirer. I 
"You are srure o f the g e n u i n e n e s s ? " i 

pressed Mr. J a c k s o n . I 
rer ta in iy , i w i l l receive t h e m o n 

deposi t a t t h e bank." replied t h e t r e a s 
urer. 

"Has Ned d r a w n anv of h i s m o n e y 
from t h e b a n k of late?" queried h i s 
father . 

"He h a s never drawn a cent s i n c e 
h e began his deposit , replied the bank 
officer, and h e then added. " T h a t is a 
r e m a r k a b l e f ine b o y of yours . I u n 
d e r s t o o d he took a b u s i n e s s tr ip t o 
P o r t l a n d last week ." 

" W e are m u c h puzzled o v e r a n e x 
press p a c k a g e received th i s m o r n i n g , " 
repl ied Mr. Jackson . "I w i s h your 
o p i n i o n of t h e mat ter . Ned left o n 
M o n d a y , and we have rece ived a l e t 
t e r s a y i n g h e w a s w e n and s t o p p i n g 
a t a hote l . He made n o m e n t i o n of 

t h e r e w a s quite a n e x c i t e m e n t in t h « a n y t h i n g unusua l , and t o - d a y I g e t 
house ; t h e y d id n o t t a k e the t roub le t h i s package by e x p r e s s and t h i s le t -
t o c o m e u p i n t o t h e g a r r e t to g e t m e , t e r > re&(j j t " 
but t h i n k i n g y o u wou ld i n f o r m t h e p o 
lice of t h e character of t h e h o u s e , t h e y 
m a d e t h e m s e l v e s scarce a n d h a d n o t 
c o m e baek to re lease me , be fore m y 
father a n d the pol ice c a m e . " 

"They have not been s e e n , " repl ied 
Mr. Martin, and w i l l probably never 
be seen here aga in . As n e a r a s I can 
m a k e o n t they took the ch i ld h o p i n g 
for a g r e a t reward. W h e n I offered 
$1,000 th^ey e v i d e n t l y t h o u g h t some 
t i m e to g e t more, a s t h e y k n e w me t o 
be very w e a l t h y . T h e y h a d n e v e r been 

said t h e b a n k official, after a t&w 
minute's t h o u g h t , a n d t h e n h» began 
to chuckle t o himself . "Ned is a lucky 
fellow, a l u c k y f e l l ow I remember 
that five years ago. Mr Ma- t in had a 
daughter abducted, a n d orTered $1,000 
reward. I g u e s s Ned has '.u s o m e way 
discovered h i s l ong l o s t daughter , and 
t h - l i t t le m a n that' h e Is. every inch 
of him, rpfused to t a k e t h e reward, 
ami Mr. Martin has t a k e n th i s way to 
dis. harge a debt of grat i tude . It is 
J'u-' l ike N e d , and j u s t l ike Mr. Mar
tin " 

While they were t a l k i n g about the 
matter, w h o should enter but Ned 
Lln.Helf 

"Why. 'Ned '" exc la imed h is parents . 
"You did n o t s tay a s long a s you e x -
jiected''" 

Had a g o o d t i m e , " asked his m o t h ' 
er. 

"Splendid!" replied Ned. 
"Make a good bus ines s tr ip"" asked 

the bank treasurer. 
"Splendid' replied N«d, I h a v e so ld 

al l the birch poles ori m y lot at a 
good price and all the s p o o n h u n t 
s t i c k s I can get , at $l'o a car load. 

"Whew," said Mr. J a c k s o n . "Never 
heard of se l l ing s p o o n h u n t s before, at 
that rate you will se l l brush e n o u g h 
off f rom your new lot to pay for it. 
S o that w a s w h a t you b o u g h t t h e land 
f o r " 

"In part, said Ned. im. I want t h e 
land for s o m e t h i n g e l se after It is 
cleared It is good land to hold, for 

t,y the law, i t cannot b e t a x e d for t e n 
rears after It Is rec la imed 

' You are a sharp one ," said t h e 
aanu treasurer 

'"Well here are your two fi\e hun-
i n I dollar bills ' said l,i> f .dio r 

My two five hundred dollar bi l ls"" 
said Ned. w i th the grea tes t surprise 
>n his countenance . 

•"\.es they appear t o be yours..'' re
plied Mr Ja< kson 

' Where did they c o m e from " said 
Ned 

" \ o u r friend Mr Martin, sent thein 
!roll i I ' o i t l a n d ' s a i d h . s t a t i o i 

' Hut I told him I would not take 
t h e I ' . o i i ey ." s a i d N e d . a n d I Wil l 
aot 

"Hut he te l l s me he wil l not receive 
Lhe money ba ik ." said Mr J a c k s o n 

"I th ink It would be u rudiiu-hs In 
vou. not to accept the inonev ' said 
. l ie treasurer ' I know Mr M a r t i n " 

Hut win b e t t e r t i l l li.i t i n ptorv o f 
your adventure , remarked h i s fathi r. 

And if poss ible . I shou ld In- .ielljiht-
a d to be present at the rei ital ." said 
:he bank official 

"1 do not know as I object ." said 
Ned "Hut you must not tel l af ter
wards " 

And st) It was that Ned relate,1 the 
?tory of his trip t o the bank t r i a s u n r 
in t ] hlb parents, the [ import of which 
\s a lready known to the reader 

C H A P T E R XX. 

Ned's Clearing. 

On t h e next day af ter h i s return 
Ned posted several not ices about town 
which read a s fol lows-

WANTK1) . 
Heveral men to cut brush. Also a 

few cords of hoop po les and s p o o n 
hunt s t icks . (Jail at o n c e o n 

N e d J a c k s o n . 

i t w a s a dull t ime jus t t h e n , and a t 
t h e end of the first day Ned had en
gaged ten m e n t o work on his n e w 
farm. He had taken pa ins to learn 
jus t w h a t was wanted in poles and 
stlckB. and was able t o g ive Instruc
t i ons to his men so that t h e y ful ly 
unders tood just what t o do But Ned 
found h e could do but l i t t l e work h i m 
self as it took the who le t ime to direct 
h i s men 

Ned's advert i sement brought a few 
farmers w h o were w i l l i n g t o cut a 
load of spoon-hunt for Jlfiip^r car, and 
t h i s left Nod $5 per car profit 

W i t h i n a week Ned had hiB field 
c leared, and was loading his cars, and 
w a s a l so looking after the men who 
w e r e de l iver ing that w h i c h he had 
purchased. From his o w n lot he had 
s i x car loads of spoonhunt s t i c k s , i n 
addi t ion to all his h o o p poles . He 
a l s o found s e v e n loads del ivered by 
ne ighbor ing farmers. 

The freight was all loaded at last , 
a n d Ned's merchandi se w a s on t h e 
w a y to Portland. Ned Informed the 
m e n w h o had worked for h i m and 
t h o s e w h o had sold po les and 
s t i c k s to h i m . that he would pay one 
w e e k f rom t h a t day w h i c h w a s s a t i s 
factory to all concerned. 

After the train was fa ir ly off N e d 
w e n t h o m e to figure u p his specu la 
t i on , wh ich read as f o l l o w s : j 

N e w Farm A c c o u n t . I 
Cr. S ix car loads of s p o o n -

h u n t - s t i c k s @ 20 . . . . $120 00 
T o hoop poles BO 00 
T o five cord sa l eab le I 
w o o d @ 4 20 00 

b e t t e r potato t h a n a n y o n e e i s e to Be
g i n with but y o u e x p e c t t o Improve 
the q u a l i t y by ra i s ing them o n n e w 
gTound." 

"That Is it, exac t ly ," replied N e d ; 
"bes ides I will get a larger crop." 

" B u t It will not rea l ly pay you for 
all t h e trouble you h a v e had, w h e n 
t h e po ta toes a r e s o l d , will i t N e d ? " 
cont inued h i s . fa ther . 

"I shall get a h igher price than a n y 
o n e else." Ned cont inued . 

But most people wi l l n o t care to b u y 
m a n y at a h i g h price. It wi l l be t o o 
e x p e n s i v e eat ing . Y o u t a n n o t expect 
t o bell many for table purposes at e v 
e n $1 per bushel . 

"I do n o t cater t o t h a t trade," re
s p o n d e d Ned , " h a v i n g produced a p o 
ta to that the publ ic wi l l want, I pro 
p o s e t o s imply supp ly the seed, and let 
t h e rest ra ise for the m a r k e t . " 

"Wi l l y o u m a k e t h a t pay?" said h i s 
f a t h e r 

"! think so ," sa id N e d . "But w h a t I: 
d o m u s t b e d o n e qu ick ly . After the 
first year o t h e r s wil l h a v e t h e seed . ' 
T h e first year in t h e marke t wil l be 
my h a r v e s t , a n d it wi l l come. I hear , 
c o m p l a i n t s on e v e r y s i d e that the p o - ' 
t a t o e s which h a v e been s o l ong raised! 
i n t h i s v i c in i ty are g r o w i n g l e s s pro- ' 
d u c t i v e and of poorer qua l i ty ." I 

N e d received his pay prompt ly for 
h i s fre ight , and on S a t u r d a y he paid! 
hiB w o r k m e n a n d a l so those of w h o m 
h e h a d made purchases . j 

Ned's m o n e y had c o m e in form of a 
check and it w a s neces sary t o get It 

turned Into cash before he paid off. 
H e w a s at work In h i s c l e a r i n g ~ w h e n 
a neighbor banded h im t h e letter, and 
w i t h o u t go ing h o m e to change his i 
cluirteH he started for the bank. I 

1 -| n B ee N e d now. clad a s he was i n ' 
bio.- o v e r a l l s , a checkered blouse and a 
wide r i m m e d s traw hat, he w a s not 

' eas i ly recognized as the spruce y o u n g 
fe l low en-route for Por t land t h e week 
before If the truth m u s t be told i n 
hi.-t has te to get t o the bank before the 
hour o f closing, he forgot to remove 
s o m e of the t rock from h i s face, 
which rather d i sgu i sed his features 

in t h i s pl ight Ned went to t h e bank, 
and it is need less to s t a t e that his neat 
a n d t idy mother censured him severe 
ly for it on his return home. i 

"So you have rece ived your pay." 
Ffiul t h e bank treasurer , a s he looked 
at the check, w h i c h N e d laid before 
h i m 

Yes sir," said Ned, " and I w a n t 
t h e c a s h on It w i t h a goodly number 
of s m a l l bi l ls , a s I pay off to-day, but 
I think I wi l l depos i t $175." 

You do not m e a n to s a y t h a t you 
h a v e made $176 on your specu la t ion 
do you." sa id the amazed treasurer. i 

"Yes sir,' 'said Ned. 
" W e l l , you do beat al l t h e young fel- , 

l o w s t h a t 1 ever heard of, ' sa id t h e 
treasurer , a s he placed $175 t o Ned's 
credit and h a n d e d out the rest. 

Ned put t h e m o n e y In h i s pocket a n d 
turned to g o out, as he did so a m a n 
anQ woman, s trangers in the t o w n , e a -
tered thp bank, and a s k e d to have a i 
$5 bill changed. W i t h Just a g l a n c e 
at the couple and at t h e bi l l , t h e ob l ig 
i n g cashier handed the change , a n d ' 
after they had t a k e n a hasty g l a n c e • 
at the interior o f the bank they w e n t 
o u t and wended the ir w a y t o the hote l . ; 

"I d o not l ike the l o o k s of t h o s e I 
t w o p e r s o n s . " sa id Ned t o himself , a s ' 
h e watched th«m go t o w a r d the hote l . 
It s e e m s to me a s if I had seen t h e m 
Somewhere, but I cannot th ink w h e r e . " 

Half a dozen t i m e s dur ing t h e af
t e r n o o n , Ned found h i m s e l f s p e c u l a t 
i n g In regard to the s t r a n g e r s he had 
s e e n at the bank. T h e faces i m p r e s 
s ed h i m so famil iar ly Later in t h e 
d a y he saw the t w o a g a i n w a l k i n g up 
street by t h e bank, and be not i ced 
t h e y appeared qui te in teres ted In t h e 
b u i l d i n g or i t s s u r r o u n d i n g s 

" W h o ran they be, and what c a n 
the ir b u s i n e s s b e ? " sa id N e d a g a i n t o 
himse l f "I have seen them, but I 
can't place t h e m t o s a v e myse l f ." 

After Ned was through work t h a t 
n ight h e sat d o w n to s u p p e r w i t h h i s 

B a t g o v N e d w a s okUged to k e e p 
• i l e n t for the s t rangers h a d c o m e Uf 
s t a i r s a n d w e r e in t h e room. 

N e d t o o k off h i s coat, and t h r e w i t 
o v e r h i s head that i t m i g h t a i d him in 
h e a r i n g t h e s o u n d s and p l a c e d his ear 
o v e r t h e end o f t h e pipe 

F o r a long t ime he l i s t e n e d t h e r e ; 
h i s n e c k and a r m s and l i m b s ached 
from t h e c o n s t r a i n e d pos i t ion i n wh ich 
h e s t o o d , but still he l i s t e n e d , as if 
h i s l i fe depended u p o n i t . 

At las t he s i l e n t l y made his way o a t 
of t h e dark c l o s e t It t o o k h i m a l o n g 
t i m e , a s It w a s necessary to work hla 
w a y i n c h by inch , t h a t n o n o i s e should 
be made.' He reached t h e g r a i n r o o m 
a t las t , and t h e n m a d e h i s w a y d o w n 
i n t o t h e barn. T h e d o o r s w e r e n o w 
locked , but N e d k n e w o f a w i n d o w 
that h e could unfas ten , w h i c h he did , 
and w a s a g a i n outside. 

"I thought so ," s a i d N e d , w h e n he 
w a s fa i r ly o u t in the s t r e e t "Take 
and put man's c l o t h e s on that w o m a n , 
&j»d it i s t h t p e r s o n who foo l ed me g o 
i n g t o P o r t l a n d , a n d p u t w o m a n ' s 
c l o t h e s o n t h a t m a n , and it is t h e w o 
m a n w h o k e p t t h e b o a r d i n g house 
f rom w h i c h I escaped ." 

In t h e next c h a p t e r it w i l l b e s h o w n 
how N e d s a v e d the bank. 

parent s . H e w a s u n u s u a l y u n c o m -

$190 00 
Dr. B y ten men's l abor 

5 days ® $1 $50 
T e a m i n g to depot . . 20 

70 00 

$120 00 
, In Account W i t h N e i g h b o r s . 

Prof i t o n 7 car loads of 
s p o o n h u n t s $36 
Profit o n hoop p o l e s 
purchased 20 65 00 

T h e t r e a s u r e r d id so. 
" W e l l Ned Is a lucky boy ," sa id the 

tr©flsti r© T I 
" D o y o u t h i n k i t 1B a l l r i g h t ! " sa id 

N e d ' s fa ther anx ious ly . 
" T h i n k , w h y I k n o w i t is a l l r i g h t ! " , 

e x c l a i m e d t h e bank official. 
" H o w do y o u k n o w ? " said t h e m o t h 

er with a re l i eved look. ' 
"I k n o w it by t h e fami l iar s i g n a t u r e 

of X. Q. Martin." 
" W h o is h e ? " asked Mr. J&ckson 
" H e i s one of t h e m o s t w e a l t h y clt 

CHAPTER XVIII. 
In Which Ned Sees The City. 

.The next morning Mr. Martin called 
for Ned. He came with his team, and 
jjrOBOsed to drive him about the city, 

, jfotiett to Ned's delight. 

§?.;f'j'J*Mjf* -Mastia drove him to Manjoy 
^SHt;-*(ltat; *"»» t l i a t kteb elevation 

;et a delightful.view of the 
too. Bay, i ts green islands 
i.ff̂ O&ft; Jthence he drove 
*" WML irom which waa 

mmm^imm^ forest and 
sWi-rmm% NM ta-
ietrtb© veeWM« were at 

able to s a f e l y return the ch i ld and g e t l z P n 8 a n d b a n k o f f l r i a l s , } n Por t land , 
eZf,"L * h a * r e w a r d - l t s e e i ¥ t b a t t h « a n d Is k n o w n a lmost e v e r y w h e r e for 
chi ld h a s been away from the c i ty u n - ; h i 8 ph i ianthrophy . h o n e s t v -,nd int. l l i-
til r ecen t ly , i n charge of t h a t w o m a n . ' g P n ( , e I t i6 w o r t h n s m a j , f o r t „ „ „ f o r 

w h o is i n t i m a t e l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h your a hay t o b e a f r i e n d o f n l g . . 
c l e r g y m a n friend, w h o i s a notor ious . - H o w d o VOVL B C O o n n t f o r n i s n M , f l l n g 

th i e f a n d confidence m a n , a s y o u a i - „„ t h i s m o n p y f o r N e < ] a s k P ( 1 h 

ready k n o w 1 think t h e y w e r e intend-1 m o t h *,,!*,„ d o u b t O T C i t h e r i g h t 

l S ! _ t L £ ! * i l l V ! w ^ , : ? J T 5 5 L S ° ° \ £ ! of such a n u n u s u a l proceeding . 
*I do not k n o w , I cou ld n o t guess ," 

$175 00 
" T h a t w a s worth g o i n g t o P o r t l a n d 

for , w a s it h o t ? " said Ned , s h o w i n g 
t h e resu l t t o h i s father. j 

"I shou ld s a y so ," repl ied Mr. J a c k - , 
s o n , "and t h e n there w a s $1,000 h e - . 
s ides ." j 

" H a d I o u g h t t o t a k e that , do you 
t h i n k , f a t h e r ? " queried N e d . I 

"Under the c ircumstances t t h i n k ! 
w i t h o u r bank treasurer that it wou ld 
be rudeness t o refuse i t n o w . " j 

"I do not feel half a s in teres t ed i n 
t h e $1,000 as I do In t h e $175 ac tua l ly 
earned i n m y trip." sa id Ned . 

"But w h a t did you buy the land for , ' 
N e d ? " queried Mr. J a c k s o n . " Y o u . 
s a i d the po les and s t i cks w e r e on ly a 1 

p a r t of your object ' 
"Year after next,'' r e sponded Ned , 

" i s my year of tr iumph." 
"WThat do you mean b y t h a t ? " a s k e d 

Mr. J a c k s o n . 
"My s e e d l i n g potatoes w i l l be the 

r a g e in t h e market at t h a t t i m e , " said 
N e d . 

W h a t h a s that t o d o w i t h t h i s ! 

4 tha ithm 

t h e y brought the ch i ld b a c k t o the 

3T" „y~,*iA k « „ - *u 1.4. *i,M« „ „ „ , . ' r e s p o n d e d t h e bank treasurer . "It i s 
I s h o u l d h a v e t h o u g h t t h e y would t l I *-,_„+ however if Mr Martin has 

& ^ I ^ 1 ^ ^ i L f t a ^ , « ^ S KoVwithf i f anTthe^rs field""Tna^red'his father, 

toe ^ e t .They evidently : . * » * ^ I & l f t h S e v e r b e a r a of» ^^l^ZXJ^ *** ** 

« * & * « • . * ! " M ^ J l a - c o t A i n 7 e T M ^ S n 

^^^ t̂e«^^# on, In) 
"I think I see your point," said Mr. 

'J better* t m tbroiMSte *&« xtttttw/* Jtckwn, ;*You will not only haw.» 

munlcat lve . In fact , he w a s m a k i n g ' 
t h e t w o faces a s t u d y H e s u d d e n l y ' 
dropped his kni fe and fork, gave a pro^ j 
longed w h i s t l e a n d left t h e table and , 
t h e house. ' • I 

" W h a t is t h e m a t t e r w i t h Ned," sa id , 
Mrs J a o k s o n to her h u s b a n d | 

"I g u e s s h e has worked out a n o t h e r | 
of his great problems." sa id Mr. J a c k - I 
s o n . d id y o u a « t i c e h o w Intent ly b e i 
v a i t h i n k i n g during s u p p e r t i m e ? " j 

"Yen, he h a r d l y knew w h a t h e wa» 
about ," replied Mrs. J a c k s o n . 

Ned w e n t a t o n c e d o w n t o t h e h o t e l 
a n d m a d e an e x a m i n a t i o n of the r e g i s 
ter H e cared n o t h i n g for the n a m e s 
of the two s trangers , but he did d e 
s i re to k n o w where they roomed. , 

"No. 8 on second floor," said N e d . 
"that i s good , I wi l l s ee now w h a t I 
oan find out ." 

H e g lanced into the d i n i n g - r o o m a n d 
nbticed that the t w o w e r e st i l l e a t i n g 
the ir supper. 

" T h a t is good , a l so ," s a i d Ned. 
N e d watched? h i s c h a n c e , and w h e n 

n o one was l ook ing , h e w e n t Into t h * 
6arn , h a s t e n e d up the s t a i r w a y , passed) 
i n t o t h e gra in chamber , where h e had* 
b e e n s e v e r a l t i m e s before , in p l a y a t 
"hide a n d g o l e e k . " H e r e m e m b e r e d 
about a l i t t l e door t h a t h e h a d seen, 
severa l t imes , w h i c h led into a d a r k 
c lose t over r o o m 8. 

"I t m a y b e a mean t h i n g t o d o , " 
s a i d N e d , "and I m a y g e t i n t o a s c r a p s 
by d o i n g it, but the end* will Justlf ly 
t h e means . If m y s u s p i c i o n s a r e t r u e 
t h e r e i s too m u c h a t s t a k e for s crup le s . 
P e r h a p s I o u g h t t o te l l s o m e o n e a t 
once , b u t if i t s h o u l d p r o v e I m a g i n a 
t i o n o n my part I should b e the l a u g h 
i n g s tock , s o here goes ." 

T h e dark c lose t had floor over o n l y a 
p a r t of it, and Ned w a s obl iged t o 
m o v e very careful ly . T h e r e was a 
Btove funne l ex tend ing u p from t h e 
r o o m be low and p a s s i n g in to a c h i m 
n e y o v e r head. N e d p laced h i s h a n d 
u p o n i t , and found t h a t there w a s n o 
fira be low. 

" T h a t Is good," mused Ned, "I w i s h 
I c o u l d get i t out so a s to hear bet ter , 
w h e n t h e y come in; but that w o u l d 
n o t be a sa fe th ing t o do. Perhaps I 
c a n break off a l i t t l e p i ece > f p las ter . 
a n d in that w a y g e t a b e t t e r l i s t e n i n g 
p lace ." 

T h e n a br ight idea s t r u c k Ned. H e 
care fu l ly l i f ted off the s t o v e f u n n e l 
j o i n t i n the dark c loset , a n d l a u g h e d 
at th i s explo i t , s a y i n g : 

" T h e r e , I now h a v e a s p e a k i n g 
t r u m p e t from below. W h a t Is s a i d i n 
f r o a t o f the s t o v e w i l l c o m e up through, 
t h e p i p e , a n d can be h e a r d a l m o s t a s 
well as If tout!* room." / . 

C H A P T E R X X I . 

In W h i c h N e d S a v e s T h e B a n k . 

T h e bank treasurer , w h o h a d been 
BO f r i end ly w i t h N e d , h a d l o n g been 
as l eep , w h e n b e w a s a w a k e n e d by t 
r i n g i n g of his doorbel l . 

He cauQou«ly opened the w i n d o w 
and l o o k e d o a t , for bank officials ar« 
proverbaJly careful w h e n a n y t h i n g 
u n u s u a l happeDfi at might. 

" W h o Is there*'' he at last called 
from the w i n d o w o v e r h e a d . 

"It is me," s a i d N e d . 
" W h o is me" said the official, no t 

r e c o g n i z i n g the voice , 
"Ned J a c k s o n . " w a s t h e reply . 
" W h a t in the world ca l l s you out a t 

this h o u r ? " s a i d t h e surpr i sed treas
urer 

"Come down and l e t me in a s quick
ly as poss ible ," said Ned. 

" A n y o n e s i c k ? " 
"('time down and let m e I n ! " N e d 

cont inued . 
" W h y Ned! you look a s if y o u had 

been rol led in c o b w e b s , a n d y o u r face 
is all soot . One would th ink y o u had 
been burg lar iz ing s o m e p l a c e , " sa id 
the official, as h e looked at Ned . in th-i 
l ight of his bright lamp. "But now, 
what is the m a t t e r ? " 

"The bank Is t o be burg lar i sed ," sai(i 
Ned, exci tedly . 

"Rurg lar ized! ' 
"Yes , to -morrow n i g h t . " 
" H o w do you k n o w ? queried t h e sur

prised official. And t h e n N e d to In 
h im the s tory; how he h a d d i scovered 
that the man a t t h e hote l w a s d i s 
guised as a woman, and t h e w o m a n a s 
a man . a n d how he h a d found o u t t h a t 
they were the two w h o m he m e t a t 
P o r t l a n d , how he h a d b i d d e n over 
their room at t h e hote l , a n d had heard 
them quie t ly dfrfcuss their p l o t These 
t w o had come before the o t h e r s in t h e 
g a n g t o make ready and to find o u t 
as m u c h a s poss ib le about the bank: 
h o w t h e y had m a d e i m p r e s s i o n s o f 
the doorlocka a t the bank a l r e a d y , a n d 
h o w in t h e m o r n i n g t h e y w e r e t o 
leave t o w n , to avo id susp ic ion , b u t t h e 
m a n w a s t o c o m e bark w i t h t h e g a n g 
at n i g h t when the safe w a s t o b e 
blown o p e n and robbed." 

T h e b a n k official heard the story 
with surpr i se a n d sa id , "we m u s t have 
them arrested a t once ." 

"I th ink not," said Ned. 
" W h y not," repl ied the official . 
" T h e bank Is not robbed yet, and a 

part of the burglars are n o t in t o w n , " 
replied Ned. "I did not e v e n t e l l thff 
landlord the c h a r a c t e r of his g u e s t s 
He does not k n o w t h a t I b u r g l a r i o u s 
ly entered his c lose t over r o o m 8. I 
think the work should go on; let n o 
one in to the secret except tried men. 
and w h e n the work Is In progres s ba 
ready to s tr ike ." 

"You are r ight , as usua l ." responded 
the treasurer , "are y o u s u r e no m o v e 
ment wil l be made t o - n i g h t ? " 

"Perfec t ly sure," s a i d N e d . 
" H o w m a n y m e n w i l l be present , d o 

you t h i n k ? " asked t h e official. 

"Three Deside the man here now 
dressed in female c l o t h e s . " rep l i ed 
Ned. T h e w o m a n dressed as a man 
will g o to Port land i n the m o r n i n g , aa 
I unders tood i t . S h e carr ies soma 
m e s s a g e s t o s o m e of their p a l s and 
wil l be t h e rece iver of the s t o l e n 
goods . H e r a s s o c i a t e o n l y g o e s a 
short d i s tance o u t of town before h e 
l e a v e s t h e cars t o a w a i t t h e arr ival of 
the o ther cracksmen. 

"Y'ou h a v e d o n e a good job, Ned,' 
said the official. " T h e bank o w e s you 
a world of gratif'.u'e. Come w e must 
j o a w a k e n the bank pres ident and 
confer w i t h h i m ; whi l e I a m dres s ing , 
Ned, run and a w a k e the sheriff , and 
tell h i m t o go quiet ly t o the pres ident ' s 
house w h e r e we wrll m e e t h i m . 

N e d d id a s reques ted , a n d a confer 
ence w a s held a n d p l a n s la id f o r th* 
raid o n t h e c o m i n g n i g h t 

It w a s dec ided t h a t o n l y a few 
should b e le t i n t o t h e proposed plan. 
T r u s t y m e n were let i n t o t h e b a n k one 
by o n e in the af ternoon, and con
cea led; m e n w e r e a l s o to b e concealed 
in t h e h o u s e s e a c h Bide of t h e b a n k a l l 
h e a v i l y armed, s o t h a t there c o u l d be 
D O p o s s i b i l i t y of the b u r g l a r s e s c a p i n g . 

L o n g before d a y l i g h t the p l a n s wer« 
perfected, a n d N e d w e n t h o m e . B e f o r a 
h e did so , h e a sked p e r m i s s i o n t o s e n { 
at o n c e a t e l e g r a m to Por t land . 

" W h a t for," s a i d t h e b a n k official. 
"I w i s h t h a t w o m a n arrested a s soon 

a s s h e reaches Port land ." 
"But t h e burglary h a s not been com

mi t ted y e t , " sa id the official, w h o re
m e m b e r e d Ned's protes t e a r l y i n th« 
e v e n i n g . ' 

"I k n o w that, but she c a n n o w be 
he ld o n t w o charges at l eas t ," said 
N e d . " w e may need her before these: 
m e n are b r o u g h t to tr ia l ." 

"On w h a t c h a r g e could s h e be he ld ," 
queried t h e t r e a s u r e r ? " 

It i s contrary to l a w for a w o m a n 
to appear in m e n ' s c lo thes , a n d s h e un
d o u b t e d l y aided in k i d n a p p i n g Mr. 
Mart in 's chi ld . H e i s a n x i o u s f o r her 
arrest , in fact, I shal l n e v e r be sa t i s -
fled t o k e e p that $1,000 u n l e s s t h e one 
w h o s t o l e the chi ld i s arres ted and 
locked up . 

To be continued. 
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