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"NED,* 
" • • F A R M E R B O Y 

Possible Result of a lad's 
Industry and Foresight. 

By GEO. B. FOSTER. 

i -OPVRIQHTED P w THE A U T H O R 

N o t l ong after the ^rao ' ia t ing ex-»r-
t i s e s , a s Mr. S h a r p was d r i v i n g a long 
t h e h ighway adjo in ing that part of 
b i s f a i m farthest from his r>Bi(!»-u-o 
b e s a w Ned s t a n d i n g on a kno l l wtilch 
over looked a very rough piece o f laud, 
w h i c h Mr. Sharp had never t h o u g h t 
It worth whi le to c u l t i v a t e Thero w a s 
an acre In the lot where Ned a too i , 
w h i c h w a s separated troni t h e l o w 
land by the h i g h w a y . Tbib l o t w a s 
c o m m o n pas ture land, but o f good 
qual i ty and could be easi ly w o r k e d . 
But the land below wan apparent ly 
va lue less . Here and there great 
b u n c h e s of laurel grev- th ick I U t a t t l 
ed m a s s e s ; in fact nearly an a e r o w a s 
covered wi th th i s shrub . uuuthe i n c i e 
was covered wi th a thu k growth o f 
y o u n g birches, but tb'-y were n o t la igo 
enough for wood. Still a n o t h e r part 
w h i c h bordered a brook was covtr . -d 
wi th elders, and the reman rl.'r w a s 
covered wi th hard-buck and email 
shrubs . 

"What arp you lock ing a t * " a t 
l e n g t h ask.-d Mr S h . n i . ainnici l at t h e 
in t en tnes s of N'< J'a .,;, » i vat ioa. i 

"Oh. Mr Sharp, is it reully y o u ' I s 
not th i s strip of land yours*" e x c l a i m 
ed Ned 

"It is. Ned; and i am rpjPy at h i m e d 
of it. It is the only use less p iece o f 
ground I have It dots not grow wuod 
nor hay. or bear fruit It Is so t a n g l e d 
d o w n there with "Sfmon-hunts" that 
e v e n a calf could n ' t get through. If 
there was grass enough to m a k e paa-
turagp in other parts of the lot " 

"What arp you going to d o w i t h I f " 
queried Ned try ing not t o s h o w the 
a n x i e t y that w a s real ly burning with
i n h im 

"Do with I f " Bald Mr Sharp 
"Yes. Shal l you ever u t i l i ze It?" 

responded Ned 
"I g u e s s not ." la-'ghpd Mr Sharp. 
"What rould I do with It*" 
"You might se l l i t ." bald Ned 
"1 d o not k n o w of any one that 

•would be fool e n o u g h to b u y It." said 
Mr Sharp "without they took the 
farm and bad it t h r o w n in a s It w a i l a 
m y casp " 

"I wil l buy it . sir ' said Ned. leav
i n g h i s high perch and coming down 
t o w a r d s the w a g o n 

"You buy It '" quest ioned Mr Sharp 
I n surprise . 

"Yes. If I can ge t it at a fair pr ice ," 
s a i d Ned. I 

"What do you w a r t of i t . N e d * " 
"That is m y secret , sir," was t h e re

p ly . I 
"But. Ned. you ouebt not to b u y i t ' 

I tell you the land Is w o r t h l e s s I 
t h o u g h t you had more shrewdneSB," 
cont inued Mr. Sharp 

"But I want t h a t piece of land . Mr. 
S h a r p , and am w i l l i n g to pa> f o r It. ' 
a n d I wish the k n e l l above the road 
t o o , " aald Ned. 

"There might be P- -no «pn«p In hav
i n g t h a t lot ," replle-i Mr. Sharp , "for 
I n t ime you might I sure of g.- lt iug 
o n o acre of good Ian '." 

"How m a n y acres are there*" quer
i e d Ned. 

"There is one acr" above the road, 
a n d five below," rep led Mr S h a r p 

"What wi l l you take for i t ? " persist 
e d Ned. 

"Have you spok^r to y o u r father 
a b o u t it, N e d ? " ask ' 1 Mr Sharp . 

"No. sir," replied Ned, "It is my 
©peculat ion. T h r e e years a g o father 
g a v e m e the use of m y l i t t l e f a r m to 
d o as I choose w i th . He sa id I m i g h t 
d o as I chose w i t b it. and w h a t I made 
(from it I was to bav> for m i n e to spec
u l a t e w i t h a s I chop*. He w i s h e d in<* 
t o work out m y o w I problems. "If ! 
w a s shrewd. ' he sa id , 'I m i g h t matt* 
q u i t e a l i t t le sum before I w a s of age.' 
a n d If I w a s not h e warned me t h a t I 
m i g h t be worth n o t h i n g at that t ime, i 
H e said h e would adv i se me if I a s k o d , 
tout h e in t imated I better g o o a my 
o w n a c c o u n t W i l l you sel l me tho 
l a n d ? " | 

"I can't tel l you now. Ned I will ' 
l e t y o u k n o w before Saturday," s l id I 
Mr. Sharp, and h e drove a w a y ami left 

-Ned w o r k i n g his wa- into t h e brush. 
As Mr. Sharp passed Ned's horrv ho 

s a w Mr. J a c k s o n in he yard, and nm-
t l o n e d t o h i m t o c o n » to hira. 

After a shor t COT 'creation on gen
e r a l mat ter s , , Mr. S <irp s a i d : 

"Mr. Jackson , N has ocen t o me 
, a n d i s a n x i o u s t o : J-ch.i«^ that wild 
l o t , w h i c h w i t h t l i . e x c e p t i o n o f the 
!Upper acre i s practi<^Uy w m t h i e s s . It 
' i s w a s t e land , a n d ; w a y s w i l l b». He 
I s pers is tent in h i t lesire, and I n n -
n o t t a l k h i m out o i t It looks fool
i s h of m e t h a t h e • »£ould p u t m o n e y 
i n t o It, and a s It - l u n t s i n aere« I 

Ishou ld n o t c a r e t o g v e It away . Th»ra 
! a r e s e v e n acres i n all, w i t h one ao-e 
j t b a t m a y b e ca l l ed really good. Ned 
l i s a m i n o r , and I did not w i s h t o sell 
' i t at a n y pr ice unt i l I saw you. S|o I 
t o l d h i m I w o u l d t h i n k of i t . " 

"Did tie s a y w h a t h e wanted o f it?" 
q u e r i e d Mr. J a c k s o n . 

" N o , h e s a i d i t w a s h i s s ecre t ," pe-
iipHed Mr. Sharp , "But I h a v e no idea 
W h a t h e cou ld d o wi th it ." 
• . "I h a v e l earned th i s m u c h , " rr-r' ed 
HMr, J a c k s o n , " w h e n Ned s a y s h e .as 
I S secret , i t i s a sure s ign t h a t h e ! ,as 
' m a r k e d out one o f his successful s v e -
j I l l a t ions . I h a v e n o idea w h a t h e w . b-
'eas to d o w i t h the l o w land, but I t b n k 
l * 2 m o w w h a t h e m i g h t do w i t h t h e :ip-

j l i r l o t , N e d h a s worked out s o m e i-'-<|&ofl results from M$ thougMfw. ss 
'•'fftioce he began farming. I warn" l ra 

f;vf#F1go careful and he has never f >>d 
'/•ff&fc .He has beea very though.!., ot 
isf^^-p'alt'week, ana1 "has been over to-
ĵ fjjg&$«.-il»t piece of land a dozen ti.^es. 

B&*hiya'#e&n .consulting all the *:TI-
JPTOks- itt Hhs house, ev!«---tiy 
lafgf W soma particular pdin t- t 

!&MostO|Wtbinicr-he*Kle,'rtBhlng'.4ato. any-
"'' j i i rf j te not 

& 

*c 

"Well , except In making an aggre
ga te of land I n acres It is worth very 
l i t t l e It ts t h e upper field that con
t a i n s the value as I see it. There are 
sev n acres In both lots; would seven-
t> five dollars be t o o m u c h ? " queriec 
Mr Sharp 

"That i s as low a s I should sell It 
as it Is situated," replied Mr Jack 
son.® I know you lo not <-aie ii:<>u' 
d ispos ing of t h e upper lot aw It juti 
iuto your field, but it Ned pers is ts , le 

h im have i t , if you wil l . If he has not 
counted t h e cos t , it will be a lesson 
for h i m Yea, let h im buy if he In
s i s t s I sliail a s k h im noth ing about 
it , unlees b e begins t h e subject . Ttmuu 
Ju.i fol y u m KiuiiUi-aa iu see ing .no 
first, however," and with these woi :H. 
Mr J a c k s o n returned to h i s work, and 
Mr Sharp rode away. 

On the Saturday fo l lowing, Mr. 
i S l m i p received a n early call from N«-d. 
| "What have you concluded in re-
I gard to t h e land , Mr. S h a r p ' " sa id 
I Ned. 
I "I do n o t c a r e to sell it for less 

than seventy- f ive dollars," replied Mr. 
Sharp. 

"But you say the land i s no good." 
repl ied Ned. with an e ye to ge t t ing the 
best b a r g a i n possible . 

"That Is In a measure true, and so 
the price h a s heen made very low " re
plied Mr. Sharp. "In fact I h a v e no 
great des ire to part with It " 

"I wil l g i v e you seventy dol lars 
now o r Beveuty-flve in one year. Just 
a« you please." r-plled Ned I have 
made up m y mind that the land is 
worth ten do l lar s per acre, but If you 
are In no hurry for your money . 1 wil l 
Kive you seventy- f ive a year henc» 
It will save drawing my money , ami I 
ran secure you o n funds in the bank if 
you wish?" 

' Wel l . It Is a bargain. Ned sa id 
Mr Sharp I will give you a bond for 
u deed uutil you get your money pro
viding It IB not o v e r a j i a r h e m e , imt 
I fear. Ned >on huve not made a g i o d 
speculat ion You will have taxe* lo 
pay o n it you know, and there i» tha 
Interest on your menpy. and it IH a 
very unproduct ive lot. In fact h.ul 
you not better think It over mora 
f u l l y ' " 

I have t h o u g h t It over; I th ink 
I Know what I a m about, ami 1 wish 
the writ ing made t o d a y Shall I pay 
j o u seventy to-day i>r seventy- t lve ut 
tjie end of t h e y e a r 1 sa'd Ned 

"As you llkp. m y boy ' 
"One year from t o d a y I will place 

s e v e n t y live dol lars in j o u r hand- 1 
think that will b e better for mi- tliuu 
10 pay seventy n o w " 

"AH right. Ned." we will go over to 
L a w y e r Marions now and huve the 
w r i t i n g s made, a n d In c u e hour from 
that t ime N e d w a s owner of the m ist 
unpropit ious lot of ground in t o w n . 

"Ned . you will never get enough off 
that land t o pay the taxes . tanl .in 
old farmer who stood by. when the 
papers were m a d e out. Mr St i i rp , 
you ought t o know better than to ta ke 
the lad 8 m o n e y . " 

" H e did n o t w a n t t o sir; I ins i s ted 
upon i t . It i s my affair ent ire ly ." s - id 
Ned, bound t o defend h i s friend " i i e -
s ldcs , air. I shall pay no t a x e s on It. 
Before the a s s e s s o r s come around In 
the spring, that piece of land wi l l bo 
untaxab le for ten years at leaRt." 

"I 'n laxub le for ten years , what do 
you m e a n by that?" asked Mr Sharp , 
surprised. 

"Do you ever r e a d t h e s tnte l a w s ? " 
asked Ned. 

"Of course I do ." replied Mr. Sh.irp 
"Wel l , four yean- ago . did not .he 

stnte pass a law tli-it waste land re
c la imed and made productive s h o u l d 
be free from tuxaUon for ten years? ' 
queried Ned. 

"I hud forgot ten It, Ned. but I be
l ieve y o u a r e r ight; but do you e x 
pect to m a k e that piece product ive" 

"I d o , " sa id N e d . 
"Just hear the y o u n g upstar1 " sa id 

Mr. Sharp, l o o k i n g at Ned with a 
t w i n k l e in h i s eye. "Here I h. «e b >n 
pay ing taxes on a worthless piece of 
land al l these years , and as soon o . I 
s ign t h e deed, he turns about and l e -
clares h e Is g o l a g to have It prod ic-
t lve a n d pay no taxes on it for t e n 
years t o come." 

Ned laughed , a n d carefully plac n g 
the paper in his pocket, that m de 
him a land o w n e r , he hurried aw->y, 
not e v e n wait ing t o ride back with Mr. 
Sharp, who offered to ta ke h im h o m e 
In h i s carr iage . 

"A smart boy," said Mr. Sharp t o 
the crowd. 

" N e v e r s a w his l ike," replied one . 
" K n o w s m o r e a b o u t farming t h a n 

any of u s , n o w , I beg in t o th ink," a n s 
wered a n o t h e r . 

And s o , as Ned w a s ha s t en i ng homo , 
the lawyer a n d t h e ppople who wore 
gathered in t h e office spoke on ly wo. 'ds 
of pra i se c o n c e r n i n g Ned. 

mm 
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seat Beside him. Ned concluded by 
the appearance o f his c lothes , a n d by 
the so lemn look on h i s face t h a t be 
was a c lergyman, and this was n u d e 
further plain to N e d from t h e fact that 
once or twice; he took from his p o net 
a wel l thumbed prayer book, a n d foi 
s o m e t ime turned its pages. 

A t laBt h e put !' away, and for a 
time looked In a dreamy m a n n e r ov
er the fields, at las t h e spoke t o Ned. 

"Going to the c i t y ? " he inquired. 
*I am," sa id N e d . 

" F i r s t t i m e ' " 
"It Is " 
"(Jot friends t h e r e ? " 
" N o " 
"Hiis inpss?" 
"Y.s." 
" T h e city is a w i c k e d place," re

plied Ned s seat -mate . ' There are 
enarns and temptat ions on every hand. 
A y o u t h not accus tomed to t h e w a y s of 
a great city s h o u l d take great care." 

" W h a t bus iness are you In?" said 
Ned's new friend, after a long pause. 

"I do s o m e farming at home, and 
have speculated a l i t t le ." 

H a d Ned looked In h i s companion's 
eye a t that m o m e n t , b e would have 
seen a gleam wi th in It, that would 
have caused him to be suspic ious a t . 
once, but his companion turned away , 
a s If t h e matter w a s of n o consequence 
w h a t e v e r . 

' W h a t hotel do you stop at?" said 
the clerical l o o k i n g gent l eman 

I do not know." replied Ned. "I 
shull be In t h e i l l y a week, and shal l 
try and get a quiet boarding house " 

You are wise, my friend." said 
N n l b luinpanlon, the hotel is no 
pla. >• for the young Far too many of 
our young m e n i n Portland learned 
their first s t eps in vie?, by frequent
ing botelh. and they are expens ive 
luxuries at best He tli*n l ook id out 
of ihe car window, and finely took bis 
Jjiayer hook and begun leading ttgulll. 

1 h a v e been," h e "Mid at last. to 
re.id the burial s erv l <• over one of 
li/ i i h u r i h m e m b e r s that only a fe>v 
•v* i- Kh since removed some distance 
fioiu l w i l l a u d , und u liw on tits death 
bed it-quested that I should offli lato 
at lita funeral Truly in the midst of 
llfi » e ait- In death 

Ah l i n y i l i ew near Port land Netl't 
frl ' i id tu i i i id suddenly tow a i d him, 
ami naid 

My young friend. I ,'iave U e n inn. Ii 
a t i r . n t e d toward you. and knowing 
t in duugers of U gieut i l l ) . I l iaM 
b « m th ink ing about you. I know of 
11 uomai l who keeps u t>ounllIl£ liui.nf, 
It 1s not wry e h g a n t , l>ut is g.iod <u-
oiiRh for oidluary purpones U u are 
a bt ianger lo inc. and this '.louse ts 
kept by a poor woman. Can you . B -
siire t»e thut you have the mean 
p a ) her should I Introduce you to 
bouse , she could HI afford to lose 
p a y " 

"I h a v e enough I think." said Ned, 
display iDg the contents o f his p o i k - l -
book, and 1 have more tiealdes. un.l a 
bank account at hotue Ned t*ild .1 
fl little proudly I n fact, he had e-
celw>d so much praise of late that ae 
w a s becoming a l i t t le va in 

"I a m satisfied" replied the c lergy
m a n you must excuse me for nsk'ug, 
b u t I could not bear to havp my fri• m l 
in any way a loser r-y a person .vli >m 
I introduced. I was HUP*, h o w . w i . uy 
your honest face, tb t 1 had made no 
m i s t a k e , I wi l l g ladly take you t l , iro 
a s I g o home. 

Just then t h e trai i boy came along, 
a n d s e e i n g some f.. P oranges In his 
basket . Ned punht» ed several 
placed them In his . tehel F ive • 
u t e s af ter he was .• i n d e r l n s win 
d id so. for during a 1 llil.s ride he 
n o t e v e n looked a, <b<> boy as 
passed through t ' e iraln wlti 
t h o u g h t of purchas ing any of 
w a r e s Perhaps It was a good a 
t h a i directed htm to do It. for th. 
anges proved t o be to h im a ti les-
in dlsgulBp, w h e n he was In d.inger 
t h e great city. 
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C H A P T E R XV I 
In Which N>d Finds Hlmsplf Dup-d. ' 

W h e n the train reached Portland It 
w a s after sundown, but Ned had nu. i i -
i n g to worry about, a s his uew friend 
h a d promised him a boarding place. ' 
A s they left t h e train Ned thought liIs 
c o m p a n i o n hustled him through < he ( 

crowd w i t h undue heat*1, and won.l- r-
ed why he left by a s ide entrance . He 
a l s o n o t i c e d t h a t h e and his friend 
were s cru t in i zed very sharply by a po 
l i ceman w h o m they met on the s i d e 
wa lk a few m o m e n t s after. I n fact , ' 
t h a t official turned a b o i t and fo l lowed 
a long a few s teps , b u t finally re turned ; 
to his pos t . A l l this Ned remembered j 
a f t erwards , but he t h o u g h t l ittle about 
t h e m a t t e r then . I n fact, N e d w a s 
a n x i o u s to reach his bonrdlng place t o 
g e t w a s h e d , a n d h a v e supper and g o 
t o bed. Hi s j o u r n e y had greatly fa - I 
t igued h i m . ! 

Ned not iced that h i s companion kept 
In the back s treets ; they were i l l - j 
l ighted , and o n t h e m there were but 
f e w p e o p l e travel ing . Ned wondered I 
if these s treets were fair samples o f , 
t h o s e u s u a l l y found i n cit ies , a n d h o w | 
it was t h a t several sa loon keepers on a 
l o w street happened t o wink s o f a m l l - , 
l ar ly t o h i s c l e r g y m a n friend. j 

"He h a s probably ministered t o 
t h e m i n s o m e t ime of trouble ." N e d ' 
s a i d t o himsel f , but h e began t o w i s h j 
h e was a t h o m e aga in . 

A t l a s t Ned's friend stopped before | 
a three - s tory brick bui ld ing . H e r u n g ' 
t h e bel l , a n d a coarse looking w o m a n 
c a m e t o t h e floor. A look of inte l l i 
gence p a s s e d b e t w e e n t h e t w o t h a t 
N e d did n o t s e e . 

"I h a d been in to t h e country to a t - , 
t e n d a funera l ," said the c l ergyman to 
t h e w o m a n , "and I had t h e gpod for
t u n e t o m e e t t h i s y o u n g man, w h r i s 
m a k i n g h i s first v is i t to o u r city . He ( 

k n o w s n o one here, and I told l i m j 
s o m e o f t h e dangers that m i g h t beset j 
h i m in t h e . c i t y , and I t o o k occ;>. o n ] 
t o recommend your h o u s e as a i?"od 
s t o p p i n g place . He has assured m e 
of his ab i l i ty t o pay." 

" A l w a y s d o i n g good, parson, w h e n 
e v e r y tm can," said t h e w o m a n with a 
wink . T h e w o r d s w e r e in tended for 

' Ned's e a r s . T h e wink was to t h e par-j 
s o n . I 

j "If i t i s conven ient let h i m h a v e m y 
' old room in t h e second story," . a i d 
I t h e c l ergyman. "I found i t very c o m - | 

fort able when T roomed here. I wi l l 
cal l and s e e m y y o u n g friend again . | 
T a k e g o o d care of h i m . " A s h e made [ 
the last remark he winked to the land 

C H A P T E R XIV. 

In W h i c h Ned T a k e s A Journey 

"Father ," said Ned , o n t h e e v e n i n g 
after t h e land purchase, "can you l e t 
m e go a w a y for a few d a y s ? " 

" W h e r e ar e you going, N e d ? " t> 
"I des ire t o v i s i t Portland." 
H a v e you f r i ends there?" 
N o , I wish t o m a k e a bus iness trip. 
A bus iness tr ip?" queried Mr. J a c k 

son. 
"Yes , a bus iness trip," replied Nod. 
"But, you never have been in s o 

large a place in y o u r l i fe , sa id h i s fa
ther , s h a l l y o n go a l o n e ? " 

"Yes , sir," repl ied Ned, 
" W e l l , I s u p p o s e It Is t i m e you did 

get out s ide o f this place to s e e a lit t ie 
of t h e world. Yes, you m a y go. U"t-
ter n o t ta ke a n y m o r e m o n e y t h a n you 
need, y o u m i g h t have y o u r pocket 
p icked." 

"Can I s tar t on Monday m o r n i n g ? " 
asked N e d . 

'Yes," replied Mr. J a c k s o n , "You 
can go t h e n a s well as a n y t ime . Are 
you r e a d y t o divulge t h e important 
b u s i n e s s t h a t t a k e s you t h e r e ? " 

" T h a t i s m y s e c r e \ " s a i d Ned . 
"Al l r ight , Ned; it w a s a bargain 

that t h e land business w a s yours , and 
yours a lone . A c i t y Is a bad place, t o 
be in , a n d there i s s o m e o n e a l w a y s 
on t h e w a t c h for people f rom the 
country . Y o u must be very careful ." 

"I w i l l l o o k out for N o . 1," replied 
N e d . 

On M o n d a y morning N e d started 
for t h e c i ty . He t o o k a n ex tra change 
of c l o t h i n g f o r besides b u s i n e s s , he 
desired,to thoroughly explore the city, , 
and: Wgl&«t»P& week. Before he '«dy and she winked In return, but 

~""~"'"Tjf.$j$f, & very neajt appear- N*<3 did not see these silent communl-
la* gent^tnan, In a blacfc atom suit cations passing between the two 
*0d white jflfcfttte. took tfc« tucant 'And by the way, I would not go out 
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are a s t r a n g e r fn the <rUy." N e d Do
ing tired, w a s o n l y too glad to prom
ise 

The c l e r g y m a n turned a w a y , and 
N c l stepped w i t h i n the hal lway, and, 
as i" did s o he n o t i c e d that t h e wo
man turned the k e y a n d placed It In 
her pocket. See ing m a t Ned was 
w i s h i n g her sharply s h e remarked: 
• \ \ . have t o be pretty particular 
aliout l o c k i n g up in c i t ies . It is dif» 
feient here t h a n in the country " 

Sin- led the way into a dingy look
ing parlor, t h a t w a s o n l y l ighted by 
a HUIHII lamp, and went out to pre
pare supper. T h e more Ned looked at 
his hostess and thought about h i s sur
roundings the more h e did not l ike 
t h e m , and if it had not been for the 
recommendat ion of hl« clerical fr iend, 
he would h a v e been very uneasy. 

A s he sa t w p i t l n g for his supper a 
l i t t l e girl not fourteen years o f a g e 
looked in to t h e room. S h e was a sad 
looking chi ld , and appeared ill cared 
for and half fed. Her forlorn appear
ance m a d e Ned feel sad. and he ' 
thought of the oranges h e bad bought . 
She left the doorway and was g o n e 
s o m e t ime , a n d m e a n w h i l e Ned had 
taken the oranges from bis sa tche l , 
and when she came to the door a g a i n 
he*held t h e m t o w a r d her. 

N e d was surprised to s e e her g l a n c e 
anx ious ly into the room from w h e n c e 
she came, and where the landlady 
was, and then she s p r a n g quickly for-
wurd. took t h e o r a n g e s , concealed 
them Iu her apron ind ev ident ly 
wut< hlng for a t ime when the land
lady was not look ing , s h e gl ided out 
and was seen no more by N'f 1 until 
supper t i m e 

All the t ime that Ned was e a t i n g 
she watched h im close ly . ind he 
thought once w h e n her misti--as was 
not looking that she tried to mot ion 
or say s o m e t h i n g to bloi with her l ips. 
but he was not certain 

When supper was over the landlady 
at once proposed to . h o w Ned his 
room and he was a n x i o u s to be a lone . 
As h e fo l lowed her Into the hall to go 
Up stairs , he saw the Uti le girl ho ld
ing her finger toward h i m a s if iu a 
«••• :ltig m a n n e r 

W ' l fmiiid b i s l o o m to be comfort
ably furnished but there was no lock 
on t h e door The- bed was a cry old 
fashioned one and tiad four h e a v y 
posts W h . n Ned was left a lone be 
sat clown to think about It it be ing 
the first t ime In his life thut he had 
been away from home he felt \ e r y 
l o n e l y Then he began t o think over 
t h e e v e n t * <if t h e . i n \ Mis n e w f r l " I l d , 

the action of the police m-or 'he de
pot the walk In bac k ntreets. the 
coarse locking landlady, the sad faced 
girl the big lock and the ke) | n the 
woman's pocket , the l ittle girl's queer 
motlonst to h im The more Ned 
thought of It t h e more h e wished h e 
had never romp to Portland, or at 
least had gone directly to a hote l . 
Then he began to think about t h e 
clergyman the more he thought about 
him the l e s s hp felt confidence In 
him: he rpmemhpred t o o that the 
clergyman had vpry adroi t ly '.ed h i m 
t o te l l him his business . a"hd even t o 
Bhow his m o n e y "Wel l . I bel ieve I 
have been duped." said Ned to h i m 
self "I may be smart at home , but I a m 
n o great s h a k e s In a big world." h e 
cbntinued "I am a prlsonpr here, a s 
sure a s I a m allvp. and I shal l be rob
bed before morning ." and Ned felt the 
hair ra i s ing on his head 

U P arose and went to the w i n d o w 
ancl looked down H e s a w his room 
w a ' e n the back side of t h e house, and 
ther. was a closed yard below If 
h e could reach that he could gPt o v e r 
t h e fencp and escape If worsp c a m e t o 
•worse T h e n Ned began to laugh a t 
h w fc .rq ancl accuspc' h imsel f of ch l 'd -
lsli nervousnpsS. and hpgan to prppare 
for bed reso lved to think no more 
about It 

.lust as h e w a s about to blow out 
h i s l ight hp thought a ppbhlp B'ruck 
t h e w i n d o w pane. Hp l istened a m o 
ment and all w a s s t i l l , and again he 
heard s o m e t h i n g s tr ike the w i n d o w 
glass . 

Again he looked out but saw n o t h 
i n g He then e x t i n g u i s h e d h i s l i g h t 
t a k i n g the prpcaution to p lace m a t c h 
e s where t h e y could bp eas i l y found. 

Aga in camp that ppcullar sound. 
N o w that the lamp in h i s room w a s 

out he could s e e more c lear ly w h a t 
w a s outs ide , and he sat d o w n by the 
w i n d o w to s e e if he could discover t h e 
cause tor t h e noise . 

A g a i n s o m e t h i n g h i t t h e w i n d o w 
pane, and d irec t ly in front of Ned's 
eyes . To h i s surpr ise he could s ee a 
smal l s t r ing wi th s o m e t h i n g whi te a t 
t h e end . It looked l ike a piece of pa 
per t i ed about s o m e h e a v y s u b s t a n c e 
which had struck the window sever
al t imes . 

"Wonder what that s t r i n g i s h a n g 
i n g from above for." said Ned, "just 
t o be b l o w n a g a i n s t m y w i n d o w by t h e 
w i n d . " 

And then Ned's ha ir began to r i se 
aga in , for h e remembered that there 
w a s n o wind at all. 

As Ned w a t c h e d , t h e w i n d o w w a s 
aga in hit. t h i s t i m e harder than b e 
fore. That never moved of itself, sa id 
N e d , a n d i t m e a n s s o m e t h i n g . T h a t 
s t r i n g c o m e s d o w n from a b o v e , a n d 
s o m e b o d y Is at t h e o t h e r end of It. 
T h a t party Is e v i d e n t l y t r y i n g to a t 
trac t m y a t t e n t i o n . N e d t h e n t h o u g h t 
about the w a r n i n g m o v e m e n t of t h e 
sad- faced g i r l as he left t h e room. It 
m u s t b e her , h e t h o u g h t ; a n y w a y I 
w i l l find o u t w h a t it m e a n s . 

Ned very quie t ly raised t h e w i n d o w 
a n d c a u g h t the s t r ing and pulled in 
t h e b a l l a t the end. As h e surmised 
i t was a paper wrapped about a s m a l l 
w e i g h t . 

Ned l i t h i s l a m p aga in a n d unfolded 
t h e paper a n d after much s t u d y made 
out the fo l lowing. 

"U w a r g u d t o Me guv Me oreng i s , 
g o ov Be4 midni te . Tha w l l rob U4 

H e no preest . jummp ot w i n d e r . " 
The note w a s s o illy w r i t t e n that It 

t o o k N e d s o m e t ime t o m a k e i t out . 
T h e c i t y c lock w a s a lready s t r i k i n g 
t e n . a n d i t w a s evident t h a t h e m u s t 
ac t quickly . H e reached h i s head o u t 
o f the w i n d o w and l o o k i n g up saw-
t h a t t h e s t r i n g had been let d o w a 
f rom a smal l window in t h e garret , 
b u t t h e s t r i n g had disappeared n o w 
a n d n o one could be seen. B e l o w h i m 
w a s d a r k n e s s . In spi te of h is peri l . 
h e laughed a s he thought o f t h e g ir l ' s 
a d v i c e td j u m p out of the w i n d o w . 
T h e r e m e d y he tr.^ugut, would h e 
w o r s e than t h * disease.'' H i s e y e r a n 
rap id ly over the room t o find a m e a n s 
o f escape. H e e x a m i n e d t h e b e d a t 
l a s t , a n d t o b j j de l ight , b e f o u n d t h a t 

i t w a s a c o r d e d o n e , a n d t h e cora a p 
p e a r e d t o be e trong. I t t o o k b u t a 
s h o r t t i m e t o g e t the bed uncorded, 
a n d u s i n g t h e bed-posts for braces , 
h e n o w had a sa fe m e a n s of g e t t i n g 
Into t h e yard b e l o w , and t h e n t o get 
Into t h e s t ree t . We quiet ly made his 
preparat ions for departure and before 
t h e c lock s t r u c k e leven , he let h imse l f 
d o w n the rope, a n d was soon safe up
o n t h e g r o u n d . H e did n o t dare t o 
s t o p here l o n g , a n d taking a plank h e 
had not leed be fore , he laid i t a g a i n s t 

the s i d e of ' h e h i g h fence and worked 
h i m s e l f up t o w a r d the top. He t h e n 
b e g a n t o let h i m s e l f down o n the otli-
*r s i d e , and a s he s truck the ground 
h e fe l t a hand g r a s p his col lar, and, 
found h imse l f i n t h e hands of a city 
p o l i c e m a n . 

"1 arres t y o a for housebreak ing ," 
s a i d t h a t official a n d began m a r c h i n g 
N e d t o w a r d t h e s ta t ion . 

C H A P T K R XVI. 
I n W h i c h N e d i s H i s O w n Lawyer . 

W h e n Ned found h imse l f in the 
h a n d s of a p o l i c e m a n , b e w a s m o r e 
terrif ied than ever; he protested t h a t 
h e was no burglar , but a l l the comfort 
h e rece ived f r o m t h a t official was the 
c o m m a n d t o " s h u t up ." 

In five m i n u t e s from the t ime Ned 
s w u n g h i m s e l f f rom the h o u s e where 
h i s c lerical fr iend had left h im, he was 
l o c k e d up in t h e s ta t ion . " W e l l I a m 
sa fe from robbers now." s a i d N e d , 
" t h e Idea of b e i n g t a k e n for one m y 
se l f It wil l probably c o m e all r i g h t 
in the end . but how can I prove that I 
a m not w h a t 1 m o s t s eem to be. I w a s 
cer ta in ly c a u g h t under very susp ic ious 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s . " 

To s a y Ned s l ep t much t h a t n ight \ 
would be untrue ; but toward morn- ; 
l n g he fell a s l e e p , a n d when he a w o k e 
L. felt quite refreshed. The officer in 
c h a r g e g a v e h im a few crackers to eat 
and s o m e water to drink, and at n i n e 
o'clock he was brought be fo i e the 
judge . 

W h a t i s the charge a g a i n s t t h i s 
m a n . " sa id the Judge to the»pol iceman 
wl io had brought h im in. 

' Burglary , s ir , or an a t t e m p t of 1L" 
said t h a t officer. 

Are the c o m p l a i n a n t s here ," sa id 
t h e Judge. 

' I a m the o n l y one at present ," sa id 
t h e po l i ceman. 

'You m a y be s w o r n . " said the judge. 
" N o w s t a t e w h a t y o u know." he c o n 

t inued 
' As I was p a s s i n g near Commecta l 

street about e l e v e n o'clock last night , 
baid the p o l i c e m a n , "I saw in the dark
ness s o m e t h i n g that looked l ike a m a n 
s l i d i n g d o w n a rope from the rear of a 
house , occupied by persons Lo me un
k n o w n . I hurried toward the spot , 
a n d by the t i m e I reached the h i g h 
f e m e t h a t surrounds the yard, he h a d 
reached the g r o u n d in safety, I l i s t ened 
and heard h im c l imbing up the ins ide 
of the f ence , I kept quiet and when he 
dropped i n t o t h e s treet I c a u g h t h i m , 
and took h i m t o the s tat ion ." 

" H a v e the o c c u p a n t s of t h e h o u s e 
b e e n s u m m o n e d , " queried the Judge. 

"'. ca l led there a short t i m e ago, but 
couldn' t ralBe n o one ." said t h e po
l i c e m a n . I m a d e Inquiry and learned 
t h a t t h e people w e r e at h o m e l a s t 
n i g h t , and t h a t they are a n e w fam
ily in t h e place. But I h a v e a n o t h e r 
w i t n e s s . " 

"Let h i m be s w o r n , then," said t h e 
Judge. 

T h i s w i t n e s s proved to be the pol ice
m a n w h o m Ned had seen w a t c h i n g 
h i m s e l f and c ler ica l friend as they lef t 
the depot. 

" W h a t do y o u k n o w about t h e case ," 
naid the Judge. 

" N o t h i n g direct ly , buf I s a w h i m 
l e a v e t h e train l a s t night In c o m p a n y 
w i t h t h a t w e l l - k n o w n crook. 'Bi l ly t h » 
• l i c k " 

"Is t h a t al l ," sa id the Judge. j 
"All t h a t I k n o w , " said p o l i c e m a n 

N o two . 
"Wel l , y o u n g m a n what h a v e you t o 

say for yoursel f ." said, the judge "You , 
w e r e c a u g h t , e v i d e n t l y c landes t ine ly J 
l e a v i n g t h e h o u s e that you had e n t e r - ! 
ed. It a p p e a r s t h a t you are a s t r a n g e r ] 
in t h e c i t y and c&me here last night i n 
c o m p a n y w i t h a notor ious c r a c k s m a n 
and conf idence m a n . W h a t h a v e y o n 
t o s a y in y o u r b e h a l f ? " 

" H a s t h e r e b e e n a n y proof that a 
burguary was c o m m i t t e d , " repl ied 
N e d . " H a s a n y one lost a n y t h i n g ? . 
H a s a n y proof b e e n presented to p r o v e 
t h a t I entered a n y place w i t h Intent 
to burglart / .e?' D i d I have s to l en g o o d s 
on m y p e r s o n ? I admit c o m i n g d o w n 
f r o m t h e h o u s e o n a rope, and qu i t e 
l ive ly , t o o , but i s there a n y l a w | 
a g a i n s t t h a t ? W h a t proof i s there 
t h a t I did not e n t e r that house b y per- i 
misMion or t h e occupants . - Did y o u r 
p o l i c e m e n t h i n k I t h r e w up t h a t rope 
to t h e s e c o n d s t o r y and then c l imb u p 
on i t? D o e s t h a t look reasonable , Mr. i 
J u d g e ? I th ink n o t I went in at t h e 
door, and a s n o n e c o m e here to a c c u s e 
m e of e n t e r i n g w i t h o u t permiss ion , I 
do not s e e as y o u h a v e m u c h of a 
case ." 

" T h a t i s true . I a m inc l ined t o 
th ink ," sa id the judge , "hut it is ra th
er a s u s p i c i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e t o b e 
found e s c a p i n g f rom a house by rope 
a t m i d n i g h t , a f ter h a v i n g been s«en a n 
ear l ier h o u r w i t h a wel l k n o w n crook . 
I t h i n k I m u s t h o l d y o u unt i l w e I n 
v e s t i g a t e t h e mat ter . W e m u s t s e e 
w h a t t h e y h a v e t o say about t h e m a t 
ter a t t h e h o u s e . " 

"I a m a n x i o u s t o be about m y b u s i 
n e s s , s i r , " sa id Ned , n o w rea l l y 
a larmed a t t h e t h o u g h t of b e i n g l o n g e r 
confined. "I am Innocent of all cr ime . 
I c a m e h e r e o n a b u s i n e s s tr ip , and t o 
v i s i t y o u r c i ty , a n d I a m g e t t i n g a cold.1 
r e c e p t i o n . " 

" Y o u c a n s t a t e your case In full.*" i 
sa id t h e judge , l e a n i n g back in h i s I 
cha ir a s i f h e had a lready made" u p h i s j 
m i n d to p r o n o u n c e sentence as s o o n a s 
N e d g o t t h r o u g h . | 

" M a y i t p lease your honor," c o n t i n 
ued N e d . 'about o n e week ago, I n o 
t i ced a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t in your loca l 
paper , t h a t a m a n desired a lo t o f 
s p o o n h u n t s t i cks for m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 
purposes , and to apply in person at h i s 
r o o m o n Congress s treet . 1 a l s o s a w 
t h a t a n o t h e r person des ired a lot o f 
b irch h o o p poles for h i s nsb keg m a n 
u f a c t u r i n g . Last Saturday I pur- ! 
c h a s e d a l o t of land, o n w h i c h was a 
l a r g e q u a n t i t y of both s p o o n - h u n t s 
and b irch poles . I h a v e here i n m y , 
p o c k e t b o o k t h e s e two a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , ' 
w h i c h T h e r e w i t h produce as ev idence ." . 
A n d N e d la id t h e m before t h e Judge . ' 
"On m y w a y here yes terday t o m e e t , 
these gentlemen in answer to thelt. 
*dtrer^i»«ttettti. I was met by a man 

whom I took for a clergyman, as ttm 
read considerably from a prayer hook, 
and in fact, be told me that he was oa 
h i s way h o m e from a t t e n d i n g t h e f u 
nera l o f o n e of h i s f o r m e r c h u r c h 
m e m b e r s . D u r i n g our conversat ion , I 
w a s so foo l i sh a s t o le t him k n o w t h a t 
I had s o m e m o n e y a b o u t m e , and that 
I w a s c o m i n g h e r e on a bus iness trip. 
H e then ta lked much about the d a n g 
e r s to y o u n g m e n w h o c o m e t o t h e 
c i t y f r o m t h e c o u n t r y , h a v i n g n o 
friends here, a n d t h e n proposed t o 
t a k e me t o a s a f e board ing h o u s e kepi 

by a lady friend of h i s , w h o w a s in 
very n e e d y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I g lad ly 
accepted h i s k i n d l y offer, and was 
t a k e n to the h o u s e from w h i c h the po
l i ceman s a w m e e scape ." 

" W h a t happened In the house?" 
s p o k e up the j u d g e n o w rea l ly inter
es ted . 

" T h e d o o r w a s shut and bol ted be
hind me, I w a s g i v e n supper, and 
w h i l e I w a s there I w a s warned b y a 
sad l o o k i n g g i r l o f about fourteen 
y e a r s t h a t I w a s in d a n g e r . She 
looked a s If s h e led a very unhappy 
life. She w a s s o hungry l o o k i n g t h a t I 
g a v e her s o m e o r a n g e s . S h e h a d a 
r e d - l o o k i n g scar over her eye . I t h i n k 
she m u s t have had hard u s a g e s o m e 
t i m e . " 

At this po int a g e n t l e m a n , who had 
just c o m e in to t h e cour t room, s p o k e 
up s u d d e n l y . 

"Judfce. may I ask a q u e s t i o n ? " 
'Certainly ," s a i d t h e Judge." 
"Did y o u not i ce w h a t eye the scar 

was o v e r ? " queried t h e new gentle
m a n 

" T h e left ," repl ied N e d . 
" W a s there a n y o t h e r pecul iari ty 

about It?" said the m a n . eagerly 
i not iced t h a t it w a s very red," 

replied N e d 
" A n y t h i n g e l s e ' " pressed t h e m a n , 

in great e x c i t e m e n t 
'! not iced that the s c a r curved like 

a let ter C or a half m o o n , " replied 
Ned 

How o ld do you th ink t h e girl 
w a s 0 " a l m o s t s h r i e k e d the man. in 
the Intens i ty of his e x c i t e m e u L 

"Fourteen , perhaps ." sa id N e d 
"It must be her ." said the man, and 

he rushed up to the Judge's s tand, and 
held a hurr ied c o n v e r s a t i o n "Be 
quiet Mr Martin." Ned heard the 
Judge say at last , " n o t h i n g can be 
g a m e d |.y too much h a s t e Y o u m u s t 
not be Loo confident." 

(Jo on w i t h y o u r s t o r y , sir." said the 
Judge turning to Ned 

"There is not much more t o say. I 
soon made up my mind that I was In a 
bad place, and was In clanger W h e n 
I went t o bed I received another 
warning mot ion from the l i t t l e girl ." 
Ned further told the s tory of the m e s 
sage on t h e s t r ing w h i c h he had re
ceived from the l i t t le e lr l . "And t h i s 
let ter I produce a s ev idence lo t h e 
truth of what I have said." c o n t i n u e d 
N>d as he laid that d o c u m e n t before 
the Judge 

"You are honorably acqui t ted ." s a i d 
t h e Judge 

"Mr po l i ceman ." he c o n t i n u e d , after 
a few m o m e n t s wr i t ing , "go at o n c e 
w i t h this s earch warrant , to t h e house 
w h e r e this y o u n g m a n s topped , search 
every room in i t . find t h a t g ir l if p o s 
s ib le , br ing all t h e i n m a t e s to the sta< 
t l o n . " 

"I want my sa tche l ." put In Ned. 
"Judge ." sa id the e x c i t e d g e n t l e m a n , 

" t a k e that y o u n g m a n to the hotel , te l l 
t h e m to g i v e h i m t h e bes t t h e house 
affords at m y e x p e n s e . I will s ee t h a t 
h i s b a g g a g e Is found and s e n t there. 
Ix>ok after the y o u n g man. Judge. 
C o m e . Mr. po l i ceman , l e t us hurry," 
and they h a s t e n e d a w a y . 

"Well, m y man ," said t h e Judge, "it 
l o o k s now a s if you had been a bless
i n g t o that man by c o m i n g to t h e c i ty . 
If it wpre not for that I shou ld rpgrpt 
w h a t you have suffered in t h e hands 
o f our offlcprs." 

"Oh. there is n o great harm done," 
sa id Npd "In fact I h a v e learned a 
l e s s o n It has t a k e n s o m e of t h e c o n 
ce i t out of me I had begun t o think 
I was very smart . It is a l l r ight , s i r ; 
but w h a t i s that m a n so a n x i o u s about 
that girl for ." 

"Your descr ip t ion a n s w e r s exact ly 
t o t h a t of h is l o s t d a u g h t e r w h o w a s 
k i d n a p p e d five y e a r s a g o . and If it so 
p r o v e s , y o u will be ent i t l ed t o a re
ward of $1,000. w h i c h he offerpd for In
f o r m a t i o n that w o u l d lead to her re 
c o v e r y . " s a i d the J u d g e ' "But here w e 
a r e a t the hote l ." 

"Landlord , g i v e th i s boy a break
fas t now. t h e bes t ths> house affords. 
Mr Mart in wil l be re spons ib le for h i s 
board so l o n g a s he remains here ." 

T h e j u d g e s h o o k Ned by t h e hand 
a n d lef t h i m . and Ned set t led back in 
a n e a s y chair , i n t h e parlor t o wai t 
for h i s b r e a k f a s t , and w o n d e r what 
w o u l d h a p p e n nex t . 

C H A P T E R X V I I . 
I n W h i c h Mr. Mart in P a y s H i s Debt 

Of Grat i tude . 

For the r e m a i n d e r of t h e d a y N e d 
did v e r y l i t t l e b u t s t a y in the hotel . 
Af ter h e h a d e a t e n t h e bount i fu l 
b r e a k f a s t p r o v i d e d for h i m . h e asked 
t o be s h o w n to h i s r o o m , as h e f e l l 
d i s p o s e d t o s leep, and tbii« m a k e u p 
t h e l o s s of t h e n i g h t before. Just as 
t h e porter w a s a b o u t to s h o w him t o 
h i s r o o m h i s b a g g a g e w a s sent in. 

"Wel l . 'Richard is h imse l f again , ' 
s a i d N e d . a s he c lo sed the door o n t h e 
por ter and u n l o c k e d b i s s a t c h e l , t h e 
c o n t e n t s of w h i c h he found all r i g h t 
B e f o r e t a k i n g b i s n a p h e s a t d o w n a n d 
w r o t e a l e t t e r to h i s parents , In which 
h e Informed t h e m of h i s a r r i v a l , good 
h e a l t h , and t h a t h e w a s quartered f o i 
t h e p r e s e n t a t t h e -hotel. H e said 
n o t h i n g of h i s adventure , a s he desired 
t o tel l i t in h i s o w n w a y a t h o m e ; and 
h e t h o u g h t should he w r i t e of h i s mis
h a p h i s parent s w o u l d be in a c o n t i n 
u a l w o r r y d u r i n g h i s absence . W h e n 
t h e l e t t e r w a s w r i t t e n h e took i t dowr 
t o the office to b e m a i l e d , and then 
r e t u r n e d t o h i s r o o m , a n d throwing 1 

h i m s e l f on h i s bed he fell a s l e e p and 
did n o t a w a k e a g a i n unt i l late i n t h e 
a f t e r n o o n . 

H o w l o n g he m i g h t h a v e s l e p t It is 
h a r d t o te l l , if h e had not" been awak
ened a t las t by a knock a t h i s door. 
H e jumped u p a s h e heard it a n d o t 
o p e n i n g the door Mr. Mart in s t o o d be
fore h i m . 

"You h a v e done m e a g r e a t s e r v i c e . ' 
s a i d t h a t g e n t l e m a n a s be s t epped In
t o the r o o m and g r a s p e d Ned b y th« 
h a n d . 

" W a s It r e a l l y y o u r l o n g lost daugh
t e r ? " said N e d w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t pos
s i b l e In teres t m a n i f e s t e d o n h i s coun
t e n a n c e . 

T o ft* m a n n e d . 
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