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"GOD’S ACRE”

BEAUTIFUL TERM GIVEN TO BURIAL
~ PLACE OF OUR DEAD.

Cremation Contrary to the Spirit of ¢ hiis?~

fanity--~ome (urious Inscriptions on

Mounuwments--Longlellow snd Shakespearo
Quaoted

Some one has sent me a copy of
Frank G. Carpenter’s letter fiom Mun-
f!a to the American press, says R. C.
Gleaner in Cathollc Culumblan, 1
which he describes the awful prev-
alence of leprosy in the lhillpplue
Islands, estimating the number to be
about 50,000 and asking why cremation
would not be a good sanltary measure

to dispose of the bodies of those who | moned before the bar of jusuce",be created in the upper part of

die of this foul affiiction. A dead leper

buried in the earth can not poussibly baI

8 cause of spreading the disease.

Cremation
feeling and though it might tn excep-
tional cases become necessuly, as a
general thing the Church forbids L
I thipg it was allowed in the case of

Dr. Mueller of Vienna, who dled lmtl

year of the babonic plague. This
Catholic doctor went to Bombay and
for a time made a serious study of the
disease. Returning home he entered
into a sclentific study of the bacilli of
the plague. A hospital attendant, who
was careless, contracied the discase
and died of it He was attended by
Dr. Mueller and a nurse, both of whom
were stricken down and died. All
through his attack the brave doctor
was satisfled that he could not recover
and courageously waited for death,
reglstering every change as he felt it
and keeping an exac trecord of his
temperature. A priest gave him ab-
solution through an epen window-—tha
doctor insisted on him not coming in-
to his room—and after absolution the
priest placed the Blessed SBacrament un
a corporal on the window-sill, whence
it was taken by a Sister of Mercy in
attendance and placed before the dy'ng
hero_and thus he communicated him-
self and had his God with him in his
last moments to strengthen him for
his journey to eternity. At his own
suggestion, his body was cremated.
We find in the Old l.aw (Amos, 6-10)
that during the time of pestilence the
Jews burned bodies

Retference 18 made to burning bodies
In the last chapter of the Book of
Kings where it is related that Saul
and his three sons were cremated bv
the men of Jabez Galaad, tn order to
save the bodies from {rsults at the
hands of the Philistines. The bones
that remalned, however, were after-
wards burried in the earth, while tho
people fasted seven days.

The advocates of cremation to-dav
are for the most part unbelievers and
they approve cremation ip order to
carry out their theory of complete an-
nibilation after death. One very spec-
fous theory im favor of burning the
dead is that it will thereby remove all
danger of being buried alive. The nu-
merous stories about persons being
buried alive are mostly without foun-
dation in fact. In some European
countries, notably in Germany, vaults
are used to retain the dead before ac-
tual burial and a bell-pull is so ar-
ranged in connection with the corpse,
that the least motion will give an
alarm and summon an sttendant, who
is constantly on watch. So far these
precautions have been useless. One
surgeon, who for forty-five years had

Bsen attached to such a mortuary |4

houge at Mete, Germany, had during
shat long term of years only one single
alarm; it happened from the corpse of
an old man, the abdomen having sub-
sided from the discharge of a large
smount of fluid, and the arms had fal-
den lengthwise beside the .body, thus
sounding the alarm bell. In examina-
Aton the corpse showed no signs of
Iife, but decomposition had set in.

The Church has always itn her leg-
islation encouraged her children in
taking decent care of the resting place| g
©of the faithful, whose bodies as 8t.
Paul says in his beautiful 16th chapter
@t the first epistle to the Corinthians
are sown in corruption, but shall rise
in incorruption, sown in dishonor bhut
shall rise in glory, sown in weakness
but shall rise in power. In the Old
Law every city bad its burial place
outside of the walls, that of Jerusalem
deing in the valley of Cedrod. - Jo-
sephus, the Jewish historian says:
“Our Law hath slso taken care of the
decent burial of the dead, but witkout

any extravagant expense for their fu-} ists

nerkls and without the erection of any
fltustraions monument for them.”
This very geod practice might be fol-
Jowed to this day by the people of the
New Law. The most interesting bur.
4al places of Christian times are of
course the Catacombs of Rome and the
inscrigtions eh the marble and stones
found thereln have led to many an
ftem of interest proving the early cus-
toms and practices of the Christians,
Who lived in the centuries immediately
following the Ascension of Christ.
The late Commendatore Rossl spent
his life In exploration of these ancieni
burial places and has given to the
world a huge work on the subject and
his followers and admirers are still en-
gaged in the work. Many of these in.
scriptions found in the Catacombs are
silent but powerful witnesses to the
Catholic doctrines of the Real Pres.
ence, prayers for the dead and the hen.
or we give the Blegsed Virgin. Onug
meodern cemeteries are apt to be but
places of pomp and marke of the pride
of life. An anecdote is told of a famr
ous cemetery in Paris, A boy and his
“thor were atrolling dbout the place-
. ltrmd away for awhile and

g i his , father aald;

is oppused to (,hrhsmml

paried ¥ “Why,” replied the father
“everywhere—here In this cemeter)
and in others.” ‘“‘No—not here,” said
the 'ad, “I have been all around hert
gnd read the inscriptions on the tomba
end npone bnt the good are buried
here.” The child’s answer set thy
father to thinking—suggesting to hin
the force of the sarcasm-—"None bui
the good dle.”

Ludicrous inscriptions oa tombs are
to be found in almost every cemetery
The managers of the larger cemeteries
f of this eountry have an organization
that meets once a year and have 2
monthly published In thelr interéals
At a recent meeting, one gentleman
told the story of a costly monument
erected in the cametery of a large cl!y
' to a liquor dealer by his wife and.
| Jothing should do but she must tmvn
engraved on it in large letters “‘sum-,

Another erected to a detective, ‘gone
, to look for his last clue.”!
Another told this story. A young
| widow put up a costly monument 19,
her late husband and had inscribed
| wpon it- My grief 1s so great that I
can not bear it”
she married agaln and feeling awk-
ward about the inscription she solved |
the difficulty by adding one word to
| 1t, alone, so mow it reads, "My grief’
18 svu greatl thet ! can not bear (¢
alope.”

GOD'S ACRE.
is the old Catholic name for a bnrlnl

place and the poet, Longlellow, 1!

think, says

“l like that ancient Saxon phrasg
which calls

The burial ground, God's Acre. It s
just.

It consecrates each grave within its
walls

And breathes a benison o'er the sleep-
ing dust.

\

God’'s acre' yes, that blessed nama
fmparts

Comfort to those, who in the grava
bave sown

The seed that they had garnered in
their hearts,

Their bread of life, alas, no more thelr
own.

Into its furrows shall we all be cast
In the sure faith thats we shall rise

again

At the great harvest, when the Arch-
angel's blast

Shall winnow, like a fan, the chaf? and
grain.

Then ghall the good stand in immort&

ploom,

In the fair gardens of that secopd
birth,

And each bright blossom mingle its
perfume

With that of flowers which novor

bloomed on earth,

With thy rude plows, O Death! turn
up the soil

And spread the furrow for tho seed we.
80w,

This is the ficld and acre of our God,

This {s the place where human harve
ests grow."”

Bhakespearo says:

“Lat's talk of worms and graves and
epitaphs,
Make dust our psper and, with rainy

eyes, .
Write sorrow on the bosom of this
earth;
Let's choose executors, and talk of
wills:
And yet not so-for what can we be-
queath
Bave our deposed bodiezs to the
ground.”

CEASED PLAYING MONK.

——

‘The Members of a Ritualistic Brother
hood One By One Adopte the
True Faith.

At the celebration of the 60th anni-
versary of St. Bridget's church, New
York city, there sat among the people

clerical-lookingygentleman clad in a
brown habit of a Franciscan monk,
with the white cord about his waist.
He was Brother Augustine of the Rit-
ualistic Brotherhood of Verplancks
Point. Dr. McSweeney, sceing him,
and thinking sure enough he was g
Franciscan, invited him to the sanctu-
ary. But Brother Augustine demurred
~gaid that “he was quite comtfortable
where he was, and begged to be ex-
cused.” Not many weeks after that he
made bis submissfon to Rome and was
received into the Church at the Paul-

He was omne of six Episcopalian
Brothers, who eonducted a religious
establishment at Verplancks Point.
Grouped wunder the supervision of
Brother Gilbert, there were a conva-
lescent home, a school for boys and)
other charitable works. Since the re-
czption of Brother Augustine, two
others of the six have been received,
and Brother Azjbony is now under in-
struction. The drawing power of the
religions Ufe within the Catholic
Church was to0 much for Brother
Gilbert and his sol-distant Francis-
cans. The community {s in danger of
melting awsy tinder the influence af
its Romanizing €endencies.

THE MACCABEES CONDEMNED.

Milo Meredith, of Wabash, Ind,
commatiider of the Maccabees of Indie
ans, was advised that the Church has
placed the order under the ban.

Arehbhhoﬁ Martfhelli, Apostolic Dat«
ogate, lins a lotter to the or
dinsry of the diocese, in which he said |
the obligations tixen by the Mucea-
‘e wereSo binding that they came in
ootfitct . with iy of communis
conis'- mlﬁt the Church, and alt

4'?!». 'hn are u:o hﬂ mn,

A year or so lamr‘

RUMORED CHANGES.

GREATERNEW YORK TOBE CONVERT"
ED ‘NTOONE GREAT ARCHDIOCESE

Uundor the Jurisdietion of Archbialsop Care
rigan Who Will Probably Ie Made *
Cardipal -Bisnop MoDonuell to Be Cead

| Jutor Biahep With Right «f Succession,

It {5 vreported, says the New York
Sun, that one result of Archbiehop |
Corrigan’s visit to Rofié may be an
alteration of the boundaries of the |
New York archdiocese, For more then
ten years {t has been sald that the ter-
ritory over which the Archbishop has
jurisdiction was too extensive,
‘an@ that a new diocera, would

the present archdiocese, thus relieving
,the Archbishop of much routince work.
, The appointment of Bishop Ferley as

auxiliary Bishop im 1895, remgwed the'

fnecessity of reducing the {ze of the
archdiocese, A change that £s now
spoken of involves tho creation of a
.new diocess out of the territory from
Yonkers to Poughkeepsie and the con-
'aoudoauan of ths remaining part of
the New York Archdiocese with the.
dlocese @l Brocklyn, thus wmsking the
Greator New York ono jurisdictiom,
At present the New York archdiocess
contains thres boroughs of the greater
city, Manhattan, The Bronx and Rich-
mond; and the PBrooklym diocess ia
made up of the other two boroughs,
Brooklyn and Queens, together with
the rest of Long Island.
Since the crestion of Greater New
York there has been much talk of the
formation of ons great Cmtholle arch-
diocese that would take in the whole
eity. It ts said that the Catholic au-
thorities have recognized the fgct that
such an ecclegtastical consolidation 18
Inevitable. The story current in Cath-
olic circles now is to the effect that as
| Archbishop Corrigan and Bishop Me-
Donnell of Brooklyn are both in Rome
at present, the matter is Hkely to bs
brought before the authorities thers
for consideration. It s sid that
shonld the consolidation take bvlace
Bishop McDonnell would bs mado
coadjutor to Archbishop Corrigan with
the right of succession. He would
then, on tha death of Archbishop Cor-
rigan, bacome Archbishop of New
York. It was in a similar way thad
Archbishop Corrigan himsell attained
his present dignity. He was the coad-
jutor of the late Cardinal MoCloskey,
on whose death he immediately suce
ceeded to the office of head of the arche«
diocese.
1t Now York and Brooklyn are made
one dioceso the Archbishop will be the
head of ono of the most {mportant and
largest Catholic sess in the world, He
will have under his jurizdiction =
Catholic population of nearly a mil-
{llon. The Cathollc churches in the
greatsr New York archdiocess would
number about four hundred and thae
priests would number about elght hun-
dred. Ags the head of such a vast dio-
cese, it is belisved Archbishop Corri-
gan would surely bs msade a Cardinal,
sspecially sinos Raltimors, whose
Archbishop is now a Cardinsl, has &
populstion of only 215,000, wd 17¢
churches and 8§98 priests, .
Privato advices recalved here from
Rome ars 1o the effect that s Iste
ory for the creatton of Cardinals ig to
be held either in June or Ssptember,
As there are ».largs number of ¢5010~
cles in the College of Cardindls, it ie
expected that Yeveral rad hats will be
bestowed. AvehMshop Corrigan’s
chance f{or promotien is considsred
good. It is deslmred salso that onm
American prelats will certainly be
made a Cardinal soon, and that that
brelate Is Archbishop Chapells, who is,
at present iix Manila, where ho is make'
ing an investigation of the condition

ot ¢tlie archdiocese of New Orleans, was
made Apostolic Delegate of Cuba, Pore
to Rico and the Philippines @ year ago,,
and commissioned in these places the
Chureh aftalrs that had been disturbed
by the Spanish war,” He has concludet |
his work In Cuba and Porto Rico, and
is expectod thet he will soon have af-
fairs settled in the Philippines. It i®
customary in the Cathollc Chureh.to
reward Apostolic Dolegates when they
have finished thelr work with a cardin-
alate. It was thus that Mgr. Satolll,
the first Apostolic De:egate to this
country, secured his red hat.
GENERAL JACKSON'S DAUGHTER
A recent remarkable conversfon s
roported from the South, Mrs, Ellison,
dsughter of General Jackson, a Ifam-
ous Confederate general, was recently
veeeived into the Church at Nashville,
Tenn. Mrs. Hilison comes from the
most aristocratic Southern eircles and
has been looking towards the church
during some months haping to find re-
Het for her religious perplexitiop,
Finally when the step was taken a
sweeter feeling of peace and security
go filled lisr soul that she conld not
help manifesting her joy to her relae
tives. The stern old general, seelng
how joyful she was, remarked rather jor

of the Church {in the Philippinew, |
Archbishop Chapelle, who is the head’]

FAITH OF WASHINGTON.
“The Father of Hiz Country® Held

Great Devotiors Towards the Math-

er of the Redecemer,

“Did Washington die s Catholio?” s
the gquestion Rev. Jahn Sonlly, S, J.
rector of St Josopk's chureh, Phila~
delphin, discussed last Sunday even~
Ing. A history of the early missions
in the neighborhood of the home off
““The Father of Hiz Country” is in
Course o! preparation, and in the
‘coume of the 1aveatlgauona there bas
i been found to ba _sgenerally . extant |
"Wiong toth the whites and negroes
of the neighborhood a tradition that

Washington was received ilnto the
Church on his death bed by Rev. Leon-
ard Neals, S, J., whe was once nastor
of St. Joseph's church, and afterwards
Archbishop of Baltimore, succeeding
Bishop Carroll, who was a commis-
sioner of the colonles to Franco and: |
Canada during the Revolution,

The prineipal autharity for the tra-
dition at the present day is Miss Olivia
Floyd, whoes mother was & Sammes
and herself g Confederate spy during
the War of the Rubellion. She is now
a cripple of perhaps seventy years.
She remembers often hesring her
mother, who lived tc be eighty-six,

speak of a large bost rowed by mix or
efght then which czme from Mount
Vernon to 8t Thomas’ Manor on the
evening of December 13, 1799, the
night before George Whashington dled,
They bore a mosmage from the general
to Father Neale, than superior of the
residence at 8% Thomas. Between
Washington and the priest there had |
long existed an inttmate friendahip, |

The rowers found Father Neals.

ing his office. Ho immeodiately went
up to the rectory, vhence he returned
in a few minites, probably having
provided himseif with the priestfy
stole, the ritual and other casentirls,
He accompanled thoe boatmen and wis
detained at Mount Vernon the greater
Dart of the next day. It was said by
all in the neizhborhocd.that General |
Washington had sent for his old
friend, Father Nenle, to recelve con~¥
ditlopal] baptism, make Nis confession
and be received into the G;r.hono
Church.

Miss Floyd's mother cermlniar hadi
means of knowing the truth 1f this
were o, a8 Dr. Brown, Washington's ;
physician, was sn {ntimate friend of §
the Floyds and tho Semmes, and had
a room which was always Xept Tesdy
for him In the ¥loyd wmanxion, which’
{s only fourteon or fiftesn miles fromi{
Mt Vernon, whexre ha slept on his re-
turn from and of his way to nount
Varnon.

Mizs Floyd's gccom? is very clroums=
stantial. 1t Is difMoult to wée how Her |
mother coi?d under the circumstanicss

now over the bad at Mount Vernon on
which the “Futher of His Country”
d1ed thers im to Lre soem, a8 during his i
1ife, a ploture of the Exmmaculats Conei-
ception of tho Bisamod Virgin Mary.

The sbove is & synopss of Father
Scully’s remarks tégsrding the tradis

ence of the ploture of the

bed, the apesaker anld:
of nmyself Teneaiber to’hare. tnn in}
cgn s populsr life ot "Washington (L

varsstion between Wakl

Bleased’ Visgln Ofer “Waaliington
bed, said!
ot a Onthonc. sm you? -
“” 'No. "id

o vrhom 1 belfevs. to be:
h« Ot 0
b did ot Tespect my mother,

*“Whatever muy | ;honﬁ
tradition, . ‘which l:
hly investizated, the m ihtmh
t one whom. we slk. %0-1ove sisoul
ve died as devoled & loyer-of ou
thermryuhem a patriot snust

'\

%nc heart.” f

OUR LADY'B CO!DR.
Why 1x the Blessdl Virgin

of Mary.,
In the languwge of color, hlue oXe

“blue blgod,” ‘rue

“ctothed in mantles blue.” Thesky u

or of the clear sky {8 blue. ‘and. - the
Blesged Virgin (s imvoked s the Queen. 4

the reglon whers the mun, moon End '

the sign of “a Womn clothed with |
the sun, ‘and the myoon under her feof, -

stars, The sign refers to the Chorch -
of Christ, and by alluston to the Help.

vestments on, fessta of Our Lady is pers
mitted in somse countries, and vests
ments of this color were once common-
Ju England,
ments are Rlways used on the Feast of
ﬂle Immaculate Conception. This eols
also the symbol oF eternt

quizzically: “Daughter,” sald he, “you 8
must have had a great load of sjus to
confess, for you seem 80 happy atter
getting rit of the

Here 18 o pachologieal phemomenons
~—The brother, néphews and nieces of
James Anth Froude, the bigoted
historian, are all converts to the Cathe
olic taith. ;

'pra;n-late. therefore, to_the

nen fafth, It s exq
other uf
whose relga Il be without
{cujus regnl nop erdt finia), Hor falthy:
endured whens thiat of Apostles fafled,*
and she is amlnm! Virgin Most ﬁ‘al’
filhve M

"The Inte sam ihry Innom

snd who dled adout thirty years m.~

walking up and down the beach reclt-.

have been decsived, and the tradition §
{s strengthened by the fact that even|| ary

tion. Dwelling further on the pres-| b
Conception over ’Wumnxton’l ﬁnﬂz ]

not xay ‘which) the report of & oun‘-\-: :
hington and a .. -
friend, who, seting the picture of. th‘q SV

‘Why, Generdl; . "0\1 m !

General, T sm not' i
gnt 1 respect and love the Mothar, olv

called, poctically, heaven; and the cols}

stars appear; and there St. John-saw. |

and on her head & crown of twelvs: |

tely .4 ; |

S‘l‘ DE M a.am

Now Honored By ihe Qa&n}i@
Werld at Largs:

The canonizatlon of St. Jeay Btg;i?
tiste de I» Salle-is the trivmph. of
Christlan efducation, 'Thia Alexal beni ).
‘efsctor of childhood and youth hwd}
folt that, after the priest, nothing 1
more necessary in & parish than
Catholie teacher, and he did not o
sider that he way dolog too wane
devoting his whole Hfe to ‘
+ ton-of-g—work~whoseo :
to sequre for the children of tha page
plo the inestimable blessing of Ohrts
tian education.

May the Catholics of our {day vy
derstand what the tounder of thed
Christian Schools had mo well under-|
stood! May they be convincid- of £hy
necessity of a “teaching whigh wrill}!
1 be thoroughly In accord - with  thel =
Catholic faith = well w"wiﬁ: ﬁl& ﬁ! :
dutiow connected with it'*

elgn Pontlﬂ. thers cm bg
education deasx‘vlu:
truly eficacious ‘Whereto R wm
for &ouls endowed with got
and to leave them at the shmo ik
deprived of mnalon in an aawﬁl

to urg people to virtue after des
ing the hasis thereo
Cathelio, ‘there is but one
fon, the Catholls yeliglon; tim:&!om
;estrdg doctrines, man}!ty'
)

any which Is not Aer{vi
vory seuvoen.of .« Cathold
Hence the necm!ty

duties conneotad th’mwl
“Your childrén cannot he sllowsd
seck the henefits.. of ﬁmﬂﬁm N
schools which ituura the Qﬁthbll
llxioa.’ ‘or ars’ positivaly lg

trine and. tundtm rinal ;
repudiated ¢ & # tn%p nmg pug ‘g

that kind is condemned 2
because vothing can ¥ 1\3“ th Oil;w

Wﬂﬂnx bt thm«vhb:u u
'ﬂl& Ghu ;l Yy
- tor e aefwucn,ix?mmon %’igmf

Mm .,s;mvg.
® ¥ o #
e tﬂn At this thee v '

a great oonloatlon to evary Glth- ’oiidn

Frepresented an draiaed 3n.b1ua2~cwd t‘ red:

presges purity, love md onalty, héqggg rOhtireh

¢! Heaved. The “Plue firmament™ I8 | pog

of Christians. - The use of blue-coloxed .': 1Y g

In Spaln sky-blue vests b

one of the
LRD . nuns, “
. ¥rénch ordvm

Charles W-ﬂ'en Stoddnm. of thc
Cathblic Univéiiity, who has been sev
;!:'mty&rn at me - Green, Masti

Catholics must withivaw froms the ags |’

and donned ths 'w
*_‘“qthannl s

The Founder of.the Ohr!atlm Schm P

“sehopls. —vhtralm s doo i



