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WTBANGE SACRIFICE OF LIFE F0B
DE - LOYE OF A CHILD,

.. . CHAPTER L
.o V. An existence more peeuliar than that
. . ‘upon which the baby then entered, one
"~ would have had to go a long way lo
. dlscover, " Indeed; a student of human
.- nature would have found ample mate-
77 rial for study in the f{aet of his being
" 7. 4n the fort at all. The effects of hia
. presence were generally felt in the reg-
. Ament, though they differed widely in
.+ their natures. The ldea of Black Rat
. ‘and Long Jean turning wel-nurses wasa
-, @at:first constdered in the light of a stu-
.17 pendous joke, which called for proper
© and peculiar treatment. But this ra-
- dule dléd an early death, when the two
"' . Yoster-fathers had thrashed at teast a
- dyqaarter of the regiment for thelr gibes,
.. - and showed that they were prepared
. to begin. upon the balance, as soon as
‘., + . it was necessary. In my mind it 18
D open to doubt .whether the cluld would
veally have taken such a hold upon the
two men had they not been called upon
-~ to de battle og his behalf. Oun the piln-
. eipie that what 18 worlh-fighilag for e
worth cherishing, they soon found
themselves becoming devotedly attach-
ed to the chubby mite, who ate out of
the same mess-kit with them, .ha.ed
thefr bads, and thelr idle hours. To
see Black Rat seated in the shadow of
the barrack wall hard at work with
needle and thread upon a secood gar-
ment for the child, his face puckered
with anxious thought. was to under-

f0e canteen.” - .

Rough and bard as Black Rat was,
end tnured to every sort of treatment,
the insolence and cruclty of this speech
stung bim ke the lash of & whip. He
could have found 1t in his heart to hase
sprung into the veranda, and have tak-
¢n that white slim throat between his
grizzied fingers. ‘That done, he would
ceniv have to put forth a flea-bite of his
strength, and she would be as dead as
the burnt-up grass upou which he was
now standtng. He controlled himiself,
however, with an eflort, and reiterated
his former decision, “The chlld Is not
for sale.”

**The price is not high enough, you
mean?’ she cried, and struck a silver
bel) upon the tabie at her side. When
it was answered by her maid, Celeste,
she bade her find ber purse in a certain
drawer and bring it to ber. This re-
cel' nd, she tuok from it a quantity of
gouad, which she spread out upon her
Land, saying as she did so.

*“There I8 twice the amount.
4. and bring the chtld to me.”

] regret to bave to refuse you, mad-
ame,” sald the other; "*but | must re-
peat my former assertion: ths child s
not for sale.”

“Cochon,” she cried, stamplog her
foot angrily upon the flour, “you shall
+nart far thie behavjor.  listen tu me
‘It you do not let me have the bably
within balf an bour you will make an
enemy of me ,and then you were better
dead. Be off, and think twice before
you say ‘no.’ 1 will glve you to the
evening to decide.”

Black Rat saluted respactfully, and
departed to describe what had occurred
to his comrades in the barrack-roum.
Many were the imprecations hurled at

Take

stand something of his teelings. His, the head of the Colonel’'s wife, while
whole care was centred upon the work, tne child’s foster-fathers vuwed more
in hapd, though he had stlll a watch-, vebemently than ever that under no
ful eye for the spot hard by, where Pruvocation whatever would they con-
l.ong Jean, with a face whose gravity, sent to let the infant go. That this ro-
would also have become a Juge J'ln- solve wonld involve them fn serlous
struction, was enguged ln teaching the trouble pnot one of them doubted. But
child to walk. By the thiee e had been' such was the importance of the stake
in thelr care a month, he was able to 8t Issue that they were prepared tv risk
g anywhere alone, and there were few aDnytbing rather than to give In It
faces in the whole circle of ha fort Was a semi-mutinous regiment Lhat

0 which heshad not penetrated. It
{8 even suld that on one uwcenslon he
marched boldly {nto the orderly room!
itgeilf, anad seeing, seatrd In a chair be-
fore the table, a «0ll, gray-moustached

went upon parade that evening.

The Colonel’s wife was of a vindic-
tive ndture, and when she dlscovered
that the men did not intend to comply
with her demand she was not slow to
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e in ‘the "barrack rooms, in the cook-
v S R ,

% ©o f pdom, In the armorer’s quarters, and
i B “gntil mid-dry and the whole regiment |
> 3 hid become semi-mutinous that Ce-
3 . Jeste, the mald in the service of the
s SEN Colonel’s wife, put In an appearance in

e

5] " gut's quarters all the time, where the

ik ) Colonel’s wife had fed him with choco-

el . 1ste.pougat to repletion. For the re-

4 8 ' goainder-of the day he was unwell, as
. may be easily supposed.

8 B
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' gesa; and there was scarcely a man of most of.

;e That it had something to do with

individual wearing a unltorm, toolt retaliate. Through one o! the com-
him for one of his owo cumrades, and pany officers, who was her own spectal
demanded to be lifted on to his knee,' protege, she managed to make Black
quite’ rogardless of the fact that Rat's life a burden to him. Whenever
hs wore no clothing save a caricature there was a dangerous bit of work to
of a shirt. The Colonel, for he it was,' be executed, an unpleasant duty to be
was & childless man; and Little Plerre,’ pe  rmed. or an opportunity ‘or per-
who was standing sentry at the door,' sob: ' enjoyment to be stopped, he was
afterwards afirmed that, when he put fv . ably made the vicdm. {fis char-
the child down from his lap, it wag ac.e. was sufficiently bad in bpelf to
with & heavy slgh, From that day for- allow of endless chances belng found,
mard “Tata was fres of the whbole fort-' and {n every case they were made the
s ( In the meantime little Tata
oli the rascals the walls contatned who revolved {n his humble orbit, made
*woukl not have given his life to save dust pies In the barrack square, criti-
the little.one from harm. Black Rat cised the troops on parade from the
At Long Jean, however, came first in vantage ] oint of the canteen counter,
his affections, as was only fit and prop- and by bis thousand and one manner-

o ~ar, the Colenel next, hie cook fourth,' tsms and loving little ways, had en-
- and after thrt the balance of the regi- denred himself to the hearts of all who

“ment taken is & whole. But thero was came in contact with him. By the time

*. one' person whose scquaintance he had he had been six months In the fort he
" _yet to. make, snd an ovil day it was hal developed into a chubby little god,

when Ye came into her presence. | the color of & dark walnut shell, and

i 1,. One morning, when parade was at bcod come to be considered quite part

au.end, cohsternation reigned in the ond parcel of the regimental life, Once

- fort.’ Search as they would, the baby Wwhen he was taken {1l with some juve-

"was not to be found. Nearly beside nile allment, and was soriously indls-
. «athemselves with fear, Black Rat and posed for three days, such a gloom was

".- Tong Jean hunted high and low, asaist- cast over the community that the Col-

ol by at least & third of the regiment, onel scarcely recognized his men.
Little as any one expected it, a
-shops, in,the canteen, in the orderly change was Imminent. The mall, which

only reached that desolate station once

.- 'even in the guard-houso at the gate, .., ‘very two months. brought o de-

but without success. Not o trace of ' oiohy for the commandnnt, ordering
Nim could bo discovered, Il was DOL 'y, 4, relinquish his command, and
to proceed with all hste to Haiphoug,
where & new post h .4 been discovered
for him. It was a rise in the world,
and filled him with satisfaction, for he
had been a8 comparatively unsuccessful
man so0 far. The evening mea. had
just been eaten 1o the barracks when
the news reached them, and the thun-
derous applause with which it was re-
celved reached the Colonel and his wife
a8 they sat ip thelr veranda walting
for dinner.

“What {8 the matter over yonder?”
he asked of his adjutant, who was ap-
proaching.

“The menh are pleased at your nows,
alr,” the other replied.

“The good fellows,” sald the Colonel,
who was much touched by the show of

‘the barrack square leading him by the
‘Baod, He hsd been in the command-

- /Next morning Black Rat was sum-
oiied: to the Oolonel’s residence. Such
an houor had never been conferred up-
n him Befove, and he was apprehen-
.10 ‘what the'teason of it might

-felt morally -certaln, but the
h never for & moment dawned
RO :

ngdame seatsd in & cane
erands. She wae dressed
in. white—a costume over
-ajiread gore filmy diapha-
“that gave her an almost
earance. Her fingers wero
red with rings, her com-
Was as carvetully prepared as 1t
erg setiing out for a walk upon |
mlevards. She wag small, and '
-gomething. of & Semitlc cast of
tenance,. As Black Rat approach-
ing -little eyes gleamed
-, under their delicately-pens

that fact, and, fearing the lit-

“gbt Tnio sowiy serape, has-
30~ apologize for his intrusiom..
dechild,™ she said; “and
“gr fagey’ to him, and T

DR o N
Hpe Rl wy ‘biids,’ she erfed quickly.
HErd i ohteind posieisiah of him
wigh-to fnguire. It is enough-
uffictontly pleased with him

i} 4% was with
b waldy

sympathy.

Had he known the real state of the
case, I doubt if either he or his wife
would have felt so much flattered.

The next three days were spent In
active preparation for departure. The
commanding officer and his lady were
to travel by land, the river being con-
sidered dangerous at thil time of year.
.an escort of half a dozen men would

ccompany them, and for a short time
lack Rat and Long Jean went about
their duties In fear and trembling lest
they might be Included {n the pumber.
Their fears, however, were soon set at
rest.

On the morning preceding the com-
mandanpt’'s departure Black Rat was
once more summoned to madame’s
presence. He was giving the child his
morning rub at the time, but as socon
a8 he was informed that he was wanted
he surrendered him to Loug Jean, who
as a goneral rule was considered too
clumsy "to be entrusted with such a
_Gelicate busliness, and, with the.-recol-
lection of the child's wet, healthy liitle
body and the pretty picture he had
-preserrtéd in his bath in his mind, de-
parted on his errand, The Colonel's
wife received bim in the middle of her
packing. ‘Thére was a soft purring

| gentleness about her this morning that

the other felt to be more dangerous
‘than her rage.

“Good morning,” she satd affably,
“you ges how busy I am; to-morrow we
go away. I have sent for you because
1 feel gsure yon have by this time re-
constdered your deciston with regard to
the child. My tast offer i3 still open,

¥ and whon T tell you that I will do ev-

erything in iy power to make the lit-

' - | tle one Bappy, to. educate him, and to

* bring hind up as if he were my own, X
| know you will not say me nay.”

L regret, madame, that 1 ‘cannot

& | etiange Thy - deciaton” sl Black Rat
:mf&ﬁ%xz-*m'r have told you before,
| T canuot tet the baby go . |

. 8HIL_she, sanintained her

vod tem-
ot ‘Only thare was a pas

' Jook in

. | her -eyes 80w that the other di not

~Come, come,” she sald, “you must '

pot treat me 80. Think of the lfttie
one himself; remember his future. It
you are as fond of him as they say,
surely you would llke to glive him a
good chance in lfe.”

“It 18 impossible that I can let you
have -him.”

“Major Pellay, who will be your com-
manding officer after to-morrow, s a
friend of mine, and they tell me there
1s a vacancy for a corporal. Give me
the ehild, and | will undertake that you
get the position.

The temptation was a great one, par-

"tlcularly to a man who had always
been kept down at the bottom of the
ladder. But he was not to be bribed.

“You do not understand,” he sald.
*“l cannot let you have the little one.”

She could not keep her temper under
control a moment longer 8o turning
upon bim a face of fury, she cried:

“Then you shall regret It to the last
hour you live. 8o far your life hag
not been honey; in the future, Iif you
refuse me, 1'll take care that it shall
be vinegar. WIIl you lel me have the
child?”

"l cannot.”

“Then go.”

She pouinted with her finger in the
direction of the barracks. her face al-

- fmost #vid with rage. He left her and
returned to his quarters, fully con-
vinced in his own mind that she would
carry out her threat. But still Tata
was saved from her, and that was bet-
ter than anything.

CHAPTER 1V,

Just before sunset that afternoon a
natjve wmessenger pul in an appearance
at the fort. He halled from a village
some twenty miles up the river and
brought a letter from a French mis-
stonary. in which it was stated that
the ("hinese had crossed the boundary
and were threaten!isg the place. Any
asslstance which could be rendered
must be sent at once, otherwise {t
would be too late. Within five minutes
of the commandant’s bieaking the seal
the contents of the letter were known
all over the fort, and the regiment was
half mad with excitement. The prous-
pect of seeing o little active service was
most grateful to men long since tired
to death of the monotonous barrack
1ife.

The bufldings rescunded with expres-
slons of delight, conjectures as to
when a start would be made, and
whether the enemy would stand thelr
ground, were to be heard on all sides.
Only Black Rat held aloof. He feared
lest he might be chosen to accompany
the party, not because he had any ap-
prehension as to the danger of the ex-
pedition, but because he feared lest
anything should happen to the child
during his absence. However, he had
po! long to walt before his fate was
known. Within hall an hour of the
receipt of the letter {t was announced
that B Company were to have the hon-
or of chastising the lnvaders. Now
both Black Rat and l.ong Jean were
members of that portion of the regi-
ment, and, contrary to thelr usual cus-
tom on such occasions, both thelr
hearts were heavyy within them. Lit-
tle Tata watched thelr preparatlvns
with conslderable interest from the
Auvergnat's bed, and when they had
finished, demanded to be carried upon
his chief protector’s shoulder according
to custom. Black Rat, however, put
him by, and went in search of a man
whom he thought he could trust. Hav-
fng found him, he contided the child o
0is care. bidding him under paln of
desth. see that no harm occurred to
him during their absence The man
gave his promise, and. when they had
bidden the little ona an aftectionate
tarowell. the two rnen took thelr places
in the ranks, and presently marched
out of the fort. The Colonel's wife
watched them, a smile bovering Yound
the corners of her mouth. She was
aware that three days must certainly
elapse and possibly more, before they
could réturn, and she congratulated
hersslf upon her astuteness {n arrang-
[ng that that particular company
should be the one selected.

Three days did pass before the com-
pany returned to the fort. During that
time they lost half of their number,
and Infijcted as pretly a little defeat
upon the marauding Chinese as any
commanding officer could desire, As
they approached it, and for the first
time since he had known it, the grim
fort standing on its little eminence
looked like home to Black Rat. He
pictured the baby’'s delight at seelng
him, and as soon as they had crossed
the bridge and entered the stockade,
be began to look about him in the hope
that he might catch a glimpse of Tata's
face. Long Jean was equally eager,
but on the other hand he was less de~
moaustrative; but when they were dis-
missed he was not loeng in accompany-
ing his comrade in the search. They
made their way to their own dbarrack-
room, but Tata was not there. Black
Rat questioned the men he saw, but it
seemed to him they returned him eva-
sive answers. He called to the little
one in stentorian tones, helped by Long
Jean, but without success. The child
was not o be found. With a fear In
their hearts that they had never known
before, they went in cearch of the man
in whose care they had entrusted their
treasure. The feilow would gladly.
have avoided them, but they were noi
to be balkked. Long Jean held him in
his ponderous grasp, while Biack Rat,
whaose voios gshook with passion, ques-
tioned him as his charge. Even
when he had succeeded in disengaging
his throat from the Auvergnat's grasp
it was little the man could tell them.
The baby had erled a little after hie
friends’ departure, but had soon re-
covered, and bad given no trouble until
the middle of the day following, when
he had suddenly and unaccountably
disappeared during the time the man
was standing seatry. Where he had
gone no one conld tell. Search was
made {n every direction, bwk to no pur-
pose, The Colonel’s maid was guese
tioned, byi zhe denied having seen him
at all. She had something more to do
than to be. looking after babies, she
said, and at the time this was taken as
tonclusive evidence that she knew
nothing - whatsoever of the case In
hand.. Since the Colonel’s  departure

’uxey had searched the whole fortress

from one end to the other, but without
teward, . Littis. Tata was an lost as it
{ Wa® poasthle for a.ohlld to be, - oo |
. When the msi had finished his tale,

Black Rat informed him that he in-
tended to thrash him withtn an {nch.
of bis !ife. This he did to his complete
satisfaction, uud then went off 0o make
furher inquirfes. That the Colonel's
| B had taken the opportunity of his

Leng out of the way to abduct the
; child he felt as positive as he was of
"his own identity. But he would be

even with her yet! When night had

fallen he called Long Jean aside, and
spoke with him earnestly for the space

of half an hour. At the end of that
time they spearated—Black Rat in the
" direction of the kitchen, his companion
to return to 1L1s own room.

At the usual hour they retired to rest,
weatled out with their anxiely. Dur-
tng the eveulpg scarcely a man bad
spuken to them. They were lov dan-
gerous for any liberty to be taken with
them. They were allowed Lo go thelr
own way unmolested, and as they had
put thelr véto on conversation, within
an hour of the lights bsing put out
every man was fast asleep. When they
had allowed gufficient time to elapse
they ruse and dressed themselves. Then
carrylng their boots in their hands,
and treading softly lest they should
wake the others, they made thelr way
towards the door, stopping at the arm
rack to witHliraw their rifles and as

M&Dy rounds of ammuaitivn- as they |

could discover. This done, they crept
along in the shadow of the veranda to-
wards the eastern wall. Fortunately
the night was dark, and thick clouds
cove-ed the face of the sky, otherwise
they could scarcely have failed to havae
been discbvered. Pausing at an ar-
ranged spot to pick up a small sack o’
provisions which Black Rat had placea
there earlier tu the eveuling. they push-
ed on to the wall itself.
the stockade was a matlter of no small
danger and difficulty. The splkes were
the danger, to avold the sharpened
Lamboos on the other side without at-
tracting the attentlion ef the sentrles
was the dificulty. When a large por-
tton of the fence gave way under the
Auvergnat’s great weight, Black Ratl
felt «ertain that they could not fatl to
be discovered. But either the nolse
made was not s0 great as they imeg-
ined or the sentries were not as watch-
ful as they might bave been. al any
rate, nothing came of |t. Havipg sat-
isfied themselves upon this point, they
placed the two boards they had brought
with them for that purpose upon the
spikes, and thus made 'helr way gin-
gerly across. Once on terra firma, they
set off as fast as they could crawl in
the direction of the river. The fact
that they might be fired upon by their
owun garrison, that they might be cap.:
tured by the Chinese, scarcely entered -
their heads; while what they intended
to do beyond recapturing the child in
the event of their catching up with the
party who had started so long ahead
of them was equally uncertaln. It was
suficient for the time being that they
desired to reach the river and to find
a boat.

At last, after nearly half on hour's
painful crawl, hidlng behlnd every bush
and taking advantage of every in-
equality in the ground, they found
themse]ves on the river bank. A little
bigher up, but fortunately on the samse
slde, were & number of small native
canoes or sampans, one of which they .
made haste to secure. Then, placing
their rifles, ammunition, and provisions
on board a canoce, they themselves em-
barked, and pushed out Iinto mid-
suueam. They were both conversant
with the track the other party would
have to follow, and they were also
« vare that, if Fate were kind, Wey

could gain on them ' omanly DY
means of the river

It s doubtful whethet 1 Lier of them
properly appreclated the serious nature
of thelr position. To all intenis unal
purposes they were deserters from the
French army, and as such were pun-
Ishable with death. That they had ap-
propriuted another’s person's boat was
a fact of minor significance. All they
thought of was the object of their mis-
sion. On thelr right was the tort, now
standing out, a clear-cut black masas,
ngainst the starlit sky. On theilr left’
the tiled roofs of the Chinese village
rose in broken confusion, while before
themn apd behind was the dark expanss
of river merged to the southward in
the etill darker shadow of the hills..
Presently they turned the corner, and
the high bank shut out the last algnl
of the fort and village {rom their view.

For the first féw hours they paddled .
on with feverish energy, scarcely:

ket

* hau

——r— reyrier
~had seen he had discovered that, with-
out a douv.. It was the Colonel's party

The Chipese had surrounded them on
every side, but that of a ereek which
led into the river, and it was evident
that unless assistance came Lo them
withis the next few hours, which they
must consider unlikely, they could not
hope for anything but to be cut to
pleces. [In the face of this calamity
individual hatred was forgotien. The
woinan had treacherously stolen what
they valued most in the world, but the
Culonel and thelr comrades were inno-
cent and in dapger. At any cost it waa
their duty to atitempt to save them.

able emphasis, and lL.ong Jean, accus-

one.

‘Accurdingly, as the moon rose above
the jungle on the other side of the
river, they resumed their places in the
buat and paddled slowly down stream,
keeping in the gshadow of the bank as

presence might not be detected. They
were making for the entrance af the
creek which led up to the fort in ques-
tion.
they could do bo make any progress at
i all, so shallow was the water and so
| clused 1n was it and overbumng by the
{ Jungle. At last, however, their faces
_and hands cut by the sharp grasses, and
. dead uired by reason of their cramped
, pusittons, they reached the spot for
v which Black Rat was aiming. This was
a low beetling cliff, pising sheer from
Lthe water’'s edge, and completely en-

& , tiused by undergrowth.
0 surmount

Bringing the boat up to the mouth
of a small cave which could only be
reen whea the bushes were parted, he
sprang out apnd assisted his comrade
to do the same. Then, having taken
thetr rifles and ammunition from the
boat, Black Rat made a torch of dry
grass, it it, and led the way into the
cavern. It was an uncanny place, made

. more so by the reverberation of the

bring above. the walls were wet, and
hung with stalactites. The Auvergnat
had never bheard of or seen the place

. Letore, but his companion, who had

ouce been a aember of the fort's gar-
risun, was Qquite aware of its existence.
Al the end of the cavern was a 8mall
passage, plaioly the work of human
hands, which conducted them by a
number of steps to the centre of tle
barrack square above. To lift the stune
that covered it, and to spring up tato

. the open alr, was the work of a mo-

ment. Then they looked about them."

A sorrowful scene it was that they'
presented to them. Scattered
about in all directions were bodies of’
dead men Out of the escort of six
which bad accompanied the Colonel
and his wife only one remained alive,’
and he was leaning agalnst the gate
severely wounded. The Colonel himselt
lay uncounscious by the centre hut, his
head restng on his wife’s lap. and a
pool of biood forming at his stde
Celeste stood, grim and despalring. be-
hind her, and she was holding in ner
artns the chiid whose gbsence had caus-
ed Black Rat 4o follow them. '

S0 numbed was the Colonels wife
with terror that when she saw the two,
reen whom she had so cruelly decetved
rise, like spirits, from the ground be-
fore her. she was too far gone to ex-|
press even the falntest show of won-|
derment They semed to be part and
parcel of the fate which was now pur-
guing her. The ahtld, however, recog-

nized them at once, and gave utterance

v a ttle cry. 1lndeed, had not Celeste

regiralued him, he would haye leapt
‘rom her arms to greet them. Almost
1* 'he same Instant the Colunel opened
nt- eyes, and a momen! later recognized
+be men before him.

“Thank God, we are saved" he
rried, imagining them to be part of
some rescuing force. “Who {is com-
manding you? And how on earth did
you manage to get here in time?”

**Ma fol, because we have deserted,
mon commandant,” answered Black
Rat, finding a curious detight in hia
audacity. “And it is the fault of your
precious wife that we have doane so.
She stole our child, and we have fol-
lowed you to cut your throats and to
get him back.”

The Colonel turned his white face
towards the woman they accused,

“S8o you lled to me in this also?”’ he
sald. *You told me you had bought

Bis tale $nto n1s ears. From what e’

that had taken refuge in the old fort."

Black Rai asserted this with consider-

+

tulned w obey, did not contradict him.!
There was one way In which it could;
Le done, the former knew, and only‘otherin an ecstasy of impatience. “You
| are wounded and useless. You coald

imuch as possible in order that thelr-

Once in §t, it was as much aa .

speaking at all, and then only In & (he child, and were bringing it away
whisper. After that they settletd %?wn with this man's consent.”

to their work In a more sober fashion, fe

taking it In turns 10 paddle and t0 1SE.' o+ sng 14 1ot AnGwer. | Thers wos o
By the time day dawned they bad  ij. ;4,56 before the Colonel spoke
made considerable progress;fby mid-  ,o4p

day they were more than half way up-. ~.\,, .

on thelr jourmey. It was their inten- hrp\:lguagr:ml; tgo&x;'wl_mnds now; what
tion to follow the river to a certaim ™ ° . .

point where the course the others were' '“T0 save you,” answered Black Rat,
steering would bring them to an old Who had by <this time made up his
fort, long since abandoned, but situatea ™Mind. “Listen to what I have to say,
within a quarter of a mile of the wat-: nnd waste no time in asking questions.

. """'his place 1 ded. There |
er's edge. On making for the capital place Is surrounded. ere ls no
s g P chance of our being able to hold out

till help comes, so whoever remains
here will be a dead man before morn-
ing. Remember you have your women
‘0 look after. S8ee you this passage?
1t leads down to the stream beyond the
eliff. Our boat is there with provis-
‘ons. You must get on board her, and
then make your way to the mission at
Songhay. All belng well, you should
be there by daylight.”

“Bui ~hy do you give these instrue-
tlons? You will come with us, of
course. It is your boat.”

*“Pardon, mon commandant, there is;
not room. The boat will hold but three
at most. Some one must stay to cover
vour retreat. If those devils forced ,
their way in and found us flown, they ,
would suspect that there {is another
wav out of this place, and then to~’
would cateh you before you could reach
the river.”

SAne you ar going to give vour,
‘lives for 'us, who have treated you so,
hadty* i

“Tut, tut, that fs nothing. I¢ s not
for vour sake or the women's. It is,
for the child. If you wish to save,
their lives, youl must swear to me, on,
your hope of Heaven, that as long as’
you shall live that child shall be your|
care. Only thus can I let you go.”
~ As he finished speaking, the man
leaning against the wall eried: |

“They are coming! They are com-
ing!" . - ‘ B
_ Bildding Long Jean bg off {0 {he pete,

froln the interior it was customary to’
spend the night in this fort, and Black
Rat did not for e moment bslieve that
the people he was pursuing would de-
part from the usual routine. l

Throughout the afternoon they pad-
dled on, keeping their eyes open for any
possible enemy. But as {he sun sank
behind the jungle trees, they slack-
ened their speed lest by any chance the
commandant’s party should be in thei
vicipity, and they ‘might thus revea.l‘
tbeir identity. Suddenly Black Rat,!
who was sitting in the bows, stopped |
paddling, and beld up his hand.

*Listen,” he whispered; and as he
spaoke the sound of heavy firing broke
upon their astonished ears.

What could it mean? Ogly one thing. !
The Colonel's party were being attack=:
¢d by the pirates who were known (o,
infest the neighborhoud. He spoke the
thoughts that were in his mind, and io-;
stantly drove the bo.l ipto the bask.
with a sweep of his puddle. Then bid~
ding his companion « uuceal it and him=
self among the cancs and await his re-
turny, - he sprang out and disappeared
into the jungle, |

.Nearly two bours elapsed before he
returned. When be did his face was
very troubled. :

3
t

s
|

i

_ “Spere bleu,” he said to himaelf on |

discovering. the Auvergpat stretched
out fast ssleep. “I believe tha pig
‘would snore on the Day of Judgrnent.

Wakenp!'m'ﬁkaup;", o
Wi Jre had arouged the glnt toa.
Xaowladse of the oreeat, he.poured

Black Kat waited for the promise. That|

@lven. he assisted tae Colonel to rise.

“forence Inthe gas blll.

bade his: wite pull :hersedf togither if
she desired to save her lile, and took
the child from Celeste’s arms. What
his feelings were as he pressed that iit-
tle. form to his breast and kissed the
tiny face for the last time on earth no
one will ever know. The Colone! could
scarcely belleve that this was the same
man whom he had once looked upon
a8 the blackest of his black shesp.

On reaching the entrance to the sub-
terranean passage, the laiter surren-
dered the infant to Celeste’s care, and
upheld the stone ior them €0 make
their way below. The Colonel came
last. “Mon Dieu, 1 will not go,” he
eaid. and attempted to move back.
“My brave fellows, my children, you
who are so noble, I shall stay and if
need be die with you.”

*“You are mad, my Colonel,” cried the

do nuthing here. Besldes, who Is to
protect the women? Go; this delsy,
may ruin everything.”

But the Colone! still held back unti}
Black Rat took himn by the shoulders
and thrust him down the pesage by
main force, dropping the stone qver the
aperture behind him. Then, with a last
look round, he went forward to the
gate
were to be saved, they must cndeavor
to hold the gate and distract the en-
emy’s attention as long as possible.

It was a very different *Black Rat”
who approached the gate a minute or
so later He seemed to have gone mad
with excitement. He slapped Long
Jean upon the shoulder and bade him
prepare himself for the fete that was
about to begin He sang, he jJested,
and then he reeled as if he were drunk
and fell against the wall.

“Come, you saipe,” he cried ta the
astonished rempant of the Colonel's
guard a she recovered himself. “This 18
golng to be the warmest time we have
ever knowpn Cheer up, mon ami; it
was for this we were born into the
world Pardleu! the ¢dda are great
against us, but ma fol, if we cannot
beat them, we’ll at least show them
how soldiers of France can dle.”

As he fnished speaking thézo wWas
the sound of rustling feet outside, then
the wourm-eaten gate was broken down,
and a second afterwards the three men
were flghting like wild cats for thelr
lives.

l.ong Jean was the first to fall, but

not before he had done terrible execu--

tion. Little Plerre was the next to go,
clutching at the knees of the man who
stabbed him as he dropped, and driv-
ing what remained of his broken bayo-
net in below the ribs. Black Rat was
left alone, but he did not seem tw no~
tice it. He continued to fight with the
same cool, desperate courage until he
had a heap of dead piles upon he
ground before him like a wall. lHis
strength, however, was falling fast. and
it was not very long before his iue-
mies found the opportunity they want-
ed. Then he fell forward with & chok-
ing cough, clutching at the body of the
mas upon whom he lay, and muttering
with his dying breath:

“Tata- little Twla—remember it is
for thee.”

Incredible 88 it may seem, the Col-
onel and his party reached the mission
post in safety and arrived at Hatphong
in due course. The former has been
trud to his promise, and Tata is now a
weall-broughtwp child of eight who
goes to schogl, ean read and writs, and
18 quite famafiiar with the heroic tale
of the men gave their lives to save
him. What fats would have bhean
fad madame been permitted the care of
his career it is Lmpossible to say. For-
tunately, however, she eloped in no
very creditable company soon after
their arrival at the capital, so that all
trouble on that score was obviated. Ot
the vengeance that the French troops
took upon the murderers of their com-
rades pothing need be sald, save that
it was complete In every sense of tae
word. To-day the fort is razed to the
ground, and the jungle has grown over
the place where it stood; but a large
mound by the creek side, kept clear of
weeds by every regiment that pusses
that way, as a sacred duty, =till serves
to show where lte at rest the men who
80 nobly gave thelr lives to save not
only thelr wounded commander and
two helpless women, but also what
they loved better than all else in the
woarld, A CHILD OF TONKING.—Guy
Boothby, in Chambers”s Journal,

THE END.

Testing Rallway Wheasls.

Some particulars are given im the
Railway Gazette of methods of testing
rallway wheels. From a batch of one
hundred three are selected. One wheel
is placed onn an anvil block of not less
than seventeen hundred pounds weight,
set upon two feet of rubble masonry,
and having three supports five inches
wide for the flange of the wheel tO rest
upon. The wheel is struck centrally
upon the hub by a weight of one hun-
dred and forty pounds falling twelve
feet. ‘Fhe wheel must sustain twelve
blows without breaking, otherwise the
batch of one hundred is rejected, The
other two test wheels are tried in a dif-
ferent manner. The wheel is laid in
sand, flange down, and a channel one
and one-half inches wide and four
inches deep is moulded round ihe
wheel, so as to have the tread of the
wheel for one side and the flange for
the bottom. Molten cast iron is then
poured into the channel, so as to fill it,
The tifpe of casting is noted, and two
minutes later the wheel Is examined.
If cither of the wheels {8 broken in
pleces or any crack extends through
the tread, the batch of one hundred
{s rejected. Sometimes the wheel
bursis in fragments before the cast
iron has solidified, scattering the mol-
ten metal to some distance, so that pre-
cautions must be taken during the firsi
minute,

Never pour the water in Which
greens have been cooked down the

kii hen sk, but somewhere cutside,

If (his is ‘mpussible, flush the sink af-
terward well with cold water to waleh
gome disinfectant bas been added.
e exquisitely neat in serving. youp
@1ches and garnighing the samie.
Push In the dampers fo the kitchen
range when but little fire is required.

#0 as to prevent gnaecessary ,w“."‘ of

Where gas- stoves are used, lower, or
tarn out the burners &8 s00n 88 May

be. This will make an eoormous dif-

If.the lives of those in-the boat
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