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(Marco Bozzarls, t h e Epamlnondas of 
modern tiretsue, full tn th« night attack 
u p o n the Turkish camp, at Laspi. the site 
Of the ancient Plataea, August 20. 1823, 
and expired to t h e moment of victory. His 
l a s t woid» ware: "To die for liberty Is a 
pleasure, a n a n o t a pain. "> 
At midnight, In tils guarded tent. 

T h e Turk waa d imming uf the hour 
I^Fhen Gre*?ce, her Knee li> supplutiee bent, 
' Should tremble at h i s power 

•-Xn dreams, through camp and court, he 
hurt-

The trophies of a i-tmiiueror. 
lit dit-uiiia lila sons ol triumph heard; 

T l l O l l WtllO Ills I1MJ1UU . Il n Mi i l i i I l i n g . 
Then |iri'«u>vJ that m<<i. u J. .•> t l . i t i .e a 

king. 
And wild lil» thoughts ant) gay of wing, 

A« Udell's garden bird 

At midnight, in the for.-at shades, 
Buiix.trla i.tngiU Ins tnillot- band,— 

Tru- a» (ti.- -ti-'l of ih- ir tried bludas, 
Her-ies In hi art mid hund 

There liud the IVr*liin'n tlimiHunds s t o o l 
Then- had tin- slad earth drunk their 

hlouil. 
On old i-'laiuea's dny . 

And oow then- breathed that haunted afr 
Tht *»>>II.H of slr» a who t on-pit fed theie, 
Willi arms tn strike, and soul to dare, 

A* -iulrk. as f a r us they 

An lioiir |Mi«sri1 on I tn- Turk awoke: 
Th.il In It; hi ilrtiim w, .t» lu» l.»nt 

^-«««^4to^VM>fat*»»tVO-*- | l«U¥*»4tl l t"-*e«»fttt^«»ff-«ftrtek, ' 

•'T'» iiiinw' lh*-y come' the Greek! tho 
i l r . - e k ' " 

J{i- w.iln t-i die inlilnt (Intin- and smoke, 
JVii'l -limit uiid E$rn,in Hiiil tv.ilir*- blinke, 

A i, I -1-atli M|...| - rilling I link ami Jaat 
Aw li*: lili.lna from Hit- m«>>1111 u111 . loud, 
An-1 li-.tiil wiih vniM .t- ' i uiup.t luud, 

H.i2z«ri>> « Ini-r (..» tjiiiiil 
"hinkt till tin l.ixt ui in-<l f<« expires; 
Bulk-- for iniii .iliirn .in-! >IIII nri-R. 
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C'IIIII-- to t h e lirldnl i l ianili ir d-»ath. 
I -Mil* |-J I I I * - l l l o t h ' l -« Vv If II H t l f t t - l ' l a 

Vur lli«- tliT»t tunt- Iwr firii l».irn a breuth; 
( ' v i m . wi l t II III.- 1- l tnxMl t,- ̂ i ls 

Th.it '-1-iHi- t h. |>- f-nli-n. • mi lir.tkr. 
Anil rowd.wl i l l i f s Hull IIH Htr-ikn 
<'onif In rorisuml Ion 8 s'linmly form. 
Tho curtliquako shooli. the ocpun Btorm: 
Com.- wlipti the hi-urt bi*uta hmh and 

warm, 
, With liuiii)ui-t. bung uiid tlttiicv and 

w I iii-
Anil ili.iu i n - ti-rrlbli'. th<- t«-ur. 
Thf groun. Ihi-kue-ll. th« pull tlip blor. 
And .ill vii* kiiuvv. ordrtu in . or fcur 

Uf ajiuny. am thlno 

But. to the hero, wln-n his uvvurd 
H.i« won thi- Ijaltlt f-»r t h . fri.t-. 

Thy voii-t- suuniln Ilk- u pr.i|>ln-t » word. 
And in Ita tlolluW tout--* art- lirard 

Tin- thanks o( tnllliniiw >«•! to bi> 
Come whi-u his lank uf funic in wrought; 
Comi> with her li>.i-i-l-lt-af. bloiiJ-b-ought, 

t'omp In h*'t i-rowiiiins hour mid then 
Thy Hunki-n eye's umurthl) light 
T o him In Wfliunirj un tin- Pl|(iii 

Of sky und «lur» tn I.I iKim.-,t m-n. 
Thy graap t s welcome an tht- hund 
Of brothor In a f o n l g n land. 
They summons weli-uim- us thi- rry 
Thai told t h f Indian islin wen* nLRU 

To thi- worldm-f kins « it-uot-sc 
Whi-n the land wind, from «t>ods of palm. 
And oranrjp groves anil lli-lda of buluin, 

Blew o'er the l laytlun m-aa 

BoBsartB' w i t h the atorlt-d bravo 
( irwi c murtun-d in h«»r glory a time. 

Rent thei thi ru is im pr-iu.l. r uiuvu. 
Kvi>n In h«»r own pmutl i linn-

Bhn won- n o funfrul wi»-ils for thou. 
Nor bado tho dark hears-. w a \ e Its 

plume. 
Like- torn branch from death's loarle*i 

tr«M<. 
In narrow 8 pomp anil pageantry. 

Thf In-art leas luxury of the tomb. 
But nlie remenili.T-fi (hoc at) one 
Long lovod. and fur a scanon gone. 
For thee her poot'a lyr«" la wr-eathed. 
Her tnarblo -wrought, her music breathed; 
For thee she ring* her birthday bolls. 
Of thf-e her babo's flrnt llnplng tolla. 
For thine her evening prayer In said 
At palace rourh and u>t IUK>- bed. 
Hor Holdler. closing with the foo, 
Glvea for t h y sake a deadlier blow; 
His plighted maiden, when she fears 
For him. the joy o f her young yeai-B. 
Thinks of t h y fate, and r-h»rks hor toara. 

And ahe, t h e mother o f thy boys. 
Though In h e r eye and faded cheek 
I s read tho crlof s h e will not apeak. 

The memory of her burled Joys.— 
(Will, by her pllgrlm-clrcled hearth. 

Talk of t h y doom without a sigh; 
For thou are fropdom'B now .and fame's.— 

HOno of the few. the Immortal names 
That woro not born to die. 

% — Fltx-Greeno Halleck. 

AChildofTonkiM. O1 

0TJBANGE SACK1FICE OF LIFE i o n 

JLOVK O F A C H I L D . 

C H A P T E R L 
K ytra t a k e a s m a l l m a p o f As ia , a n d 

{place t h e po in t o f your n a i l upon line 

w i t h n u m b e r l e s s i n c o n v e n i e n c e s a t 
j Vladivoatock, a s h a s the German to 

E a s t Africa; but t h e l ives of a l l these 
are b loated luxury compared wl tb that 
o f the French so ld ier upon the north-
trn m o s t border of T o n k l n g . 

In the first p lace , to be there at al l , 
h e m u s t be a m e m b e r of the Fore ign 
Leg iou , aud to any one w h o knows the 
font- that fa<-t will «p»-ak for Itself. 
T o thoae who h a v e not HO much k n o w l ­
edge, the fo l lowing information may 
be of service . T o begin with , the 
French Fore ign l,i-Klon Is recruited 
fruui all rank*. chtMne.-i in«l condi t ions 
o f men Dim arileil sons of princes 
parade HrimiMer by shmiM.'r wi th 'he 
p u k p o c k e t and burglar o f the Paris 
blum; ex cl 'Tlcos dip Into the name 
mesH-kltl with the runaway murderer 
of the Hue du T e m p l e , deuerters from 
crack rrfjlments go on fa ' igue duty 
with defaul t ing bank cashiers , and yet. 

' tmleas the man is recognized, or the 
pol ice h a v e specia l reasons for step­
ping in. n o one concerns h imse l f at all 

I u s to what his paat life m a y have been, 
l-'very sort of v i l l a in and every style 
of v i l l a i n y Js represented within the 
four w a l l s of the barrack-room, and 
unhappy , indeed. Is the lot of the re-
t iui i In w h o m there l ingers one spark 
of a n y t h i n g a b o v e the level of the 

i tWUte. . T&tints, W-hi» l»a»«? iiad «»xp»*rf-
• In e would adk ua t o bclle>>e that the 
talk at an Knglirth barra 'k-room is not 
o / an over l u l t l v u t n l order , that the 

mi les indulged in l>> 'he oci upauts of 
tin- in i ele of a m e n haiiluiuii are nut 
iii i i . i n , r e an t h e ) inini.t be- Inn l o m -
;.-> \ ' ; . , n » and Jai h .it t l.i-.r worst, 
.•' t- a* tiiovleit and u-> alike to the pro-
Ii/ ie i cs aa a g ir l s »• hool , rotupare-tj 
V\M|I the rank ulnl file of the fori e l 
urn ii-.vv it-ferriiig 'II It will tht-re-
fu.i'. In- easi ly under stood thai the uffl-
<• /» i o i u m a u d l n g an- vis i t -1 wi th pe-
cnhdt powers , and that, in the course 
t ; ilit ir t i a i m t i g . they d e v e l o p iruii 
wil ls and n e n c s uf whip cord Theif 
nien urt- rule I with the heavies t of 
h a n d s Indeed the dlsc ipl . i je of a con­
vict pr ison Is chi ld B play compared 
v\l:|i It 1 heir life Is devoid of all 
p!. jsure. On o n e s ide la t h e regiment. 
w i h i ts tyrannica l rout ine i ts total 
lat k of comfort . Its v i l l a inous associu-
tt-iiir Its fever, and Its general future 
I i . . , . !i-»«nP8S. whi le , on the other, not 
I . J I I a mi le distant , l ie lu wait the en-
c m \ nri-l death by the cruellest torture 
tin . n v e n t u e brain of man HID devise. 
'I he fa'e of one officer w h o fell luto 
their b a n d s , and was s lowly pricked to 
death b) thuusauds of t luy bamboo 
s k e w e r s driven In wi th a mal le t and 
of another who bad his s k i n stripped 
off hi tn while a l ive . In a public place, 

1 and to the a c c o m p a n i m e n t o f Insulting 
Jeeru may serve for e x a m p l e s Not 
for an Instant, by day or nlg;ht. Is vigi­
lance in i he fort relaxed No China­
m a n fnnu across the river Is a l lowed 
wi th in musket r a n g e of the s tockade 
o n any pretext w h a t s o e v e r , a l ight at 

' n ight is aufllclent to Insure a volley, 
a n d scarcely a watch goes by w i thout 
a bullet w h i s t l i n g past t h e sentry s 
head No' once, but score*} of l imes, 
t h e latter have been found, when tho 
t i m e ca'tie ' o re l ieve g iar 1 l ) lng wi:h 

i tbe lr t h r o a t s cut at their posts , tho 
: murderer a method of making b i s way 

In through the pa l i sad 'ng remain ing a 
inyn erv that no amount of search 
seemed able to unrave l 

In th i s sa lubr ious spot, which for 
| the purpose of our n n r m t l v o w e will 
! d e s i g n a t e ('onday . It would have struck 

an outni iW as Impossible t o Und one 
s ing le riri u ins tan ip that made Ufa 

' worth the l iving. T h e fort, cons is t ing 
of the - ou imandant ' s residence, the of­
ficers' Quarters, and the barracks them­
se lves Is surrounded by a double 
fitorkade and r a m p a r t s of earth beaten 
hard It Is perched on a s l ight emi­
nence , and c o m m a n d s a v iew of tho 

I ent ire val ley through which the river 
runs and of the t o w n . In Chinese ter­
ritory, upon the farther bank. Th« 
g a r r i s o n . In the dayB of wh ich I am 
wri t ing , cons i s t ed uf the commandant 
i a married m a n ) , s ix offiVers and s 
hundievi and fifty rank and file, prob­
a b l y the ofTscourtng of the entire 
F r e n c h army . Of the c o m m a n d a n t . 
Col. La Vignc , l i t t l e need b o said. Ha 
w a s a fine so ld ier , a f ear le s s loader, a 
d i s c ip l inar ian as str ict as h i s own code 
of honor and. what was s t range when 
y o u c o n s i d e r t h e sort of folk with 
wheru he had to deal , as just as he was 
hard. T h e r e w a s o n e mystery about 
h i m that none w h o knew him could 
so lve , and that w a s how h e c a m e to 
marry the w o m a n w h o w a a now his 
wife . S h e was P a r i s i a n to the t ips of 
her fingers, as v u l g a r as a n y grlset to 
a n d as artificial a s her o w n complex-
Ion. W h a t had induced hor to fo l low 
h e r husband to T o n k l n g was the riddle 
so m a n y had asked themse lves , and 
had been unable to answer—for that 
there w a s n o l o v e lost between them 
every o n e w a s a w a r e . P a r i s w a s b.pr 
Mecca, fashion w a s her god; and 
nv. ay from the Joys of o n e and the 
\v.'i.-.hlp of the o ther she professed 
h-'iself a lmost unab le to l ive . 

W h e n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s occurred 
that b r o u g h t about the Btory I have 
s e t myse l f t o te l l you . It w a s the end /Tropic of Cancer a t T i p p e r a h , i n Brit 

i s h India , a n d r u n It a l o n g the dotted, of a l o n g spel l of very h o t weather, 
l i n e e a s t w a r d t h r o u g h Upper B u r m a a n d t o w a r d s the b e g i n n i n g o f t h e wet 
i n t o China , only p a u s i n g w h e n y o u a r e 
t n t h e Prov ince o f K w a n g s l , y o u w i l l 
find t h a t t h o top o f y o u r finger c o v e r s 
a port ion o f t h e F r e n c h co lony o f 
fTouking, be t ter k n o w n t o the w o r l d 
a s rndo-China, I t is In t h e n o r t h e r -
m o s t q u a r t e r o f t h a t country , j u s t 
•where the S o n g T a m s e p a r a t e s t h e 
F r e n c h p o s s e s s i o n from t h e Ce le s t i a l 
'Empire , t h a t the s c e n e of this s tory i s 
ilaid. I t i s not a n a l together c iv i l i z ed 
n e i g h b o r h o o d , a l t h o u g h much m o n e y 
h a s b e e n s p e n t in a n a t t e m p t to m a k e i t 
« o . Upon the chart , the sea t h e r e -
e b o u t s i s pockmarked wi th n u m b e r l e s s 
s m a l l s h o a l s , r o c k s a n d i s l a n d s , a n d 
•^rhen the Admiral ty condescends t o 
*ake cognisance of it in print the yel-
fow Books of the China Sea Directory 
ftfa^.i^rfiaers to Ware leit hv irn-

,v#«-- / -! ©Ideas' ttavlgfttlon tiney fall into the 
%•*>••-..• -.̂ tfMHAc-jQj t&e-mo8t notorious pi.ates 

'Wltole of t&e Asiatic coast, 
asserted that some i&vr 
%6ese gentry, and the 

Sfe** j-oMf1?-:"'̂ -, a i o n s «ne w,n 

season . In the fort, for t h e enemy 
across the border had been unusually 
quiet of l a te , e x i s t e n c e w a s one long 
s t a g n a t i o n . There w a s n o necessity 
for ex tra dri l l ; t h e bui ld ings and earth­
w o r k s had been patched u p over and 
o v e r a g a i n , and n e e d e d no more atten­
t i o n ; a n d n o w t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g hut 
t h e eternal round of g a r r i s o n duty, the 
s u c c e s s i o n s of p u n i s h m e n t s , an occa­
s ional duel to the death, perpetual 
g a m e s of d o m i n o e s a n d c a r d s for pay 
m o n t h s overdue, and now and again 
an incurable case of, m a d n e s s , to keep 
t h e m e n from t a k i n g their own lives 
out of sheer hatred of t h e terrible 
m o n o t o n y . 

In t h e long , bare orderly-room— 
w h o s e o n e window looked over the 
s t o c k a d e Into t h e va l l ey , a n d through 
w h o s e o p e n door a g l i m p s e might be 
o b t a i n e d of the d a z z l i n g w h i t e barrack 
square , in which the heat h a z e danced 
a n d ree l ed—three m e n w e r e seated at 

^ . - - . a w o o d e n table. T h e p e r s o n In the 
. H ' r f . f f ' f * * ^ 1 1 s e n t t o g u a r 4 cen tre w a s the c o m m a n d a n t , La Vigne, 
^ n t » J ® y c & a B * l t U t e t h e e n t i r e pojp-. 0 n h i s r i g h t was the adju tant , a n d on 
* " s * ! ' ^ J f i l . $ l ^ & f c » * . . j l e f t l e f t t h e captain of No. 2 Company. 

.IMlMttgai this region Before them, guarded by a file of sol-
Jiktltf'ffnHnutap- MOapfctiOB to Other aiara with fixed bayonets, stood a man 

«ouutrl« woU|"mmse/lf' be to- state whose stature could scarcely have bean 
«ny amalnm ^^ttnAWtttKr'^ Birooit, less than six foot six. Upon tne regl-
!• apt to m a t o | i ^ ^ l i | | f ; f o r Tom- mental books he figured as Jean Do-
mr rttklM ^mt^tt^patOMQA of note, a native of the province of Au-

o. the Afcha- extermlnntee him v e r K n e . and hta official number w« 
had searched the armj) 

U l i e n 
(jfj^ley • A ir 

71 iaflnr iwar own juflUon beyottd P«alut-.~| iOtlr'^ STone 
X I tmjjOu F»ojHn oriilor hM to put up. ,;:;./. 

reg i s t er o f Prance i t wou ld h a v e b e e n 
scarce ly posutble t o find a m o r e e x ­
traordinary person. His hair w a s red , 
h i s face broad, flat and qui te mot ion­
less , h i s shoulders g a v e e v i d e n c e as to, 
h i s e n o r m o u s s trength , w h i c h indeed 
w a s proverbia l amvong h i s comrades . 
T o h i s other a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s r>° a d d ­
ed that of being a first-rate jrda-
m a n , a fire eater o f the nioai deter­
mined description. In p r i v a t e life h e 
h a J beeu a burglar of n o m e a n order, 
a n d a blackguard and irrec la imable 
ruffian general ly On th i s occas ion , 
nu* the first by many a s c o r e , he w a s 
being arra igned OD a charge of hav ing 
s'i,!<-n two (M.t'ies o f i-ognac from the 
quarters of o n e of the officers of h i s 
( o m p a i i y T h i s a iconat ion h e s trenu­
ous ly d e n i e d , but t h e fact ( t h a t he haul 
IH-en found hoptlenaly in tox ica ted o n 
tho prev ious evening, w i t h i n t w o 
hours of the boit les' d i sappearance , 
that be had n o Biore of h i s o w n , a n d 
'hat h e had n e t c-utered the canteen 
lor t w o days past, o w i n g to his lack 
of funds, waa held to be conc lus ive 
p ioof uf h i s culpabi l i ty . 

W h e n the e v i d e n c e of the officer's 
s ervant had been g iven , L o n g Jean, a s 
he w a s nicknamed by t h e reg iment , 
w a s asked what be had t o say in h i s 
o w n deieiwjs. i i l s auwai-ar .was a tetei. 
delilaT of the charge in ques t ion . H e 
had not been near the quarters for 
many m o n t h s pan', he had no knowl-
etine that the officer p o s s e s s e d a n y 
i i iinly . and in conclus ion he w a s pre-
!>.u.il t o prove that he w a s not drunk 
a* had been alleged. 

I he C o l o n e l s mouth c losed like a 
vli e He iliurunipd with his fingers 
upon the tault- while he watched the 
pri tuner n'eal: iv fur u p w a r d s of a 
Iiniiuie 1 hi-n be spoke 

Thi s Is the third t ime." h e said . 
"Twenty five s t r o k e s on the next oc -
i anion It w ill be fifty 

I tit-re was not the s l ightest expres-
i-ii.ii upon the prisoner s countenance 
;.H he s a l u t e ! and a l l o w e d his guards 
; • iiwi.l him thr-ousb the door Into t h e 
blazing heat outside 

Twenty five s t r o k e s of bamboo for 
two smal l bott les o f cognac . Jean ." 
sjit l the sergeant In c o m m a n d of the 
par' ) Thou noulds l have been 
n-rvi-d i ht-aper lu the canteen , m y 
ft lend ' 

Jean , h o w e v e r , did um reply. It waa 
not the first t ime he hud suffered the 
same p u n i s h m e n t , a n d , a s far as h e 
could see . It w a s not l ikely to be t h e 
last W h a t use. therefore. In com­
pla in ing of his hard f a t e ' l i e was nut 
In the least a s h a m e d , and he had n o 
desire that It should b e t h o u g h t b e w a s . 

l e a v i n g the orderly-room behind 
theni. they turned i n t o the smal l er 
Bcj inre which separated t h e t w o bar-
rat k bui ld ings from the k i t c h e n s and 
s tores In the centre o f t h e open 
space w a s a substant ia l post , the use 
of wh ich the culprit knew full well. 
As he approached it he d ives t ed him-
si-lf of h i s tunic with a b u s i n e s s l i k e 
air H i s rough Bhlrt f o l l owed , h i s 
wrists were buckled In the s lrapo In­
tended t o rece ive them and. w h e n this 
hail been accompl i shed the s ta lwart 
drunimor laid on twenty five blowa 
with a thick rattan ho had brought 
with h im for that purpose Hard a s 
were the b lows the culprit did not ut­
ter a sound , and when t h e allotted 
number had been given, and he had 
been cast loose, bo leisurely remade 
his toi let , and. nodding t o his pu»rd. 
strolled of! in the ' ' " i t n u n of hm own 
tiairatk rtMim aa il . . o i h i n g out of the 
ordinary had occurred 

It will bo readily admit ted that to 
the major i ty of mnn such an Indignity 
as had been oflerpd to I/ong Joan 
would h a v e been nimply unbearable 
l.lfe would h a v e become unendurabl* 
from that very hour Hut the Au-
vergnnt did not rogard the matter In 
at all t h e s a m e light, l i e had auf 
fore-d the s a m e punishment , as hi. 
c o m m a n d i n g officer had reminded him. 
twice before for the s a m e offence, and 
half a hundred tunes for o t h e r s He 
was of a phi losophic d i spos i t ion , and 
•et what he had received a g a i n s t what 
he had paid for It It w a s t rue his 
back w a s rather morn tender t h a n was 
a l t o g e t h e r comfortable . but time 
would s o o n set that right, and. when 
all waa sa id and done., bo had t h e sat­
isfact ion of knowing that there was 
still a half bott le of t h e s to len brandy 
hidden i n a safe place. 

Ae he entered the veranda which sur­
rounded the barrack building, h e be­
come a w a r e of a nhort, b lack-haired, 
s w a r t h y m a n , with enormous bushy 
brows, from beneath which his eyes 
g leamed out l i k e lumps o f coal , who 
was s i t t i n g on t h e doorstep s m o k i n g a 
smal l c lay pipe, called a brulegueule , 
wh ich he held In his m o u t h w r o n g side 
uppermost . T h e name of th i s Indi­
vidual , or rather his n ickname, for no 
one remembered to have heard h i s real 
appe l la t ion , w a s "the Black Rat,'" and 
he had b e e n known t o b o a s t that he 
w a s proud to be cal led by t h e n a m e of 
an a n i m a l for which h e enter ta ined a 
s incere a d m i r a t i o n . C o m p e t e n t critics 
affirmed t h a t he was. w i thout excep­
t ion , the ug l i e s t man In t h e French 
a r m y of t h a t t ime . Scraps of h i s per­
sonal h i s t o r y had leaked o u t n o w and 
a g a i n , a n d from t h e m It w o u l d ap­
pear that h e w a s a S o u t h e r n e r ; bora, 
so it w a s sa id , a t Momtpeller. T h a t he 
had suffered several t erms of impris ­
o n m e n t i n h i s o w n c o u n t r y , and one 
of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to New Caredonia, 
was a l so a fact confirmed beyond a 
d o u b t If a love of f ight ing, the feroc­
ity of a w i l d beast , a n d the peculiarity 
of n e v e r k n o w i n g w h e n h e w a s beat­
en, could m a k e a good soldier , then he 
was u n d o u b t e d l y one o f the best in his 
country 's s e r v i c e ; but if a complete 
hatred of d i sc ip l ine , a total lack of rev­
erence for h i s super iors , a pass ionate 
fondness for s t rong waters and for 
m a k i n g h i m s e l f dis l iked a m o n g his 
comrades should be placed o n the other 
side of t h e ledger , t h e n h e w a s the 
least des i rab le of t h e m al l . That he 
aim the A u v e r g n a t w e r e s w o r n com­
rades, a n d h a d been c o n c e r n e d lu more 
than one breach of barrack rules , waa 
a fact w h i c h scarcely r e d o u n d e d to the 
credit of e i t h e r of them. 

"So thou hast caught it again, hast 
thou?" said the Black Rat as he made 
way for his comrade to pass into the 
room. 

The other scowled at him. 
"I wag innocent," be replied; "end 

as soon as my back is well again I 
will have Pierre's heart out tor what 
lie said against- ma" 

"Innocent?" crtel kto oonrae* soera-

fully "And I found thee dead drunk 
behind the officers' quar ter s wi th a 
bottle in t h y hand . Norn da l iable , 
j ean I have w a r n e d thee before. T h i s 
dr inking will be t h e ruin of thee." 

! bad but one bottle," sa id J e a n 
do!-ful ly . "I will s w e a r t h a t I drank 
but one bot t l e ." 

• In that c a s e t h e other m u s t h a v e 
b«-e J stolen f rom thee w h i l s t thou lay-
e.tt tT.orlng like a pig upon t h e 
g iound ." 

The Black Rat chuckled aud ib ly a t 
•li. recol lect ion, whi l e the great Au-
v-i^::.it s tood looking down at htm 
in n.ilky a m a z e m e n t . H o w e v e r , h i s 
.-" '« ' ra in w a s beg inn ing to under­
stand 

' You stole it from me, I see ," h e 
caid N e v e r t h e l e s s I wil l have that 
i ochon s weajsand between m y fingers 
for the e v i d e n c e h e gave." 

"Dravo, m o o brave," cried his tor­
mentor , "and then it wi l l be four files 
of thine o w n company and the bar­
rack wall . F l i c k ! flick! wi l l g o th« 
rifles, a n d t h o u wil t fall In a big heap , 
my friend. After that, the poor Black 
Hat and his c o m r a d e s will h a v e t o d ig 
a grave for fcbee-out yonder. And t h e 
weather is s o h o t ! " 

T h e g iant cursed him after h i s o w n 
fftBtbJvft. .and s w i n g i n g in to t h e . har-
iack roup: ' t r e w h imse l f heav i ly upon 
tns bed. S l p . e the Black Rat had 
nuilen half h i s prize It was ev ident the 
affair had not been so success fu l as ha 
..ad flattered himsel f 

C H A P T K H II 

T h e night f o l l o w i n g thv. day of Long 
J e a n s puuishinenl t waa a dark one. 
1 he IUOO'I dltl not rise unti l nearly 
itii-lmglit uml from eight till twelve It 
• bain t.l that the lsiai k Hal was o n 
entry dut) lu the lookout imx placed 

'iiutn the eastern wall of the fort. So 
s i l l was the night hat at t imes he 
• mild d i s t inc t ly he«r the s p l a s h i n g of 
ihe wild fowl in the n v e r at ihe bot-
•oin of the va l ley , and the sound of 
Miorllig from the greal w h i t e w a s h e d 
i ba j i i t ree b r o s t the square The m e n 
» e n tired af ter their d a y s enforced 
idleness , and. as lu the>ir s l eep they 
v. t i e able for a brief space to forget 
their unenv iab le l ives there Were few 
w h o did not wish to make the m u s t 
of IL 

T o Illark R a t . leaning upon his rifle, 
and looking across the dark gulf be­
fore kiiii the world, s trange ly e n o u g n , 
presented a f a c e of romance F o r m i d ­
able as Aus t h e character he bore In 
'.he regiment, hard as his life had 
proved . ons tant as h i s c h a n g e s In 
p la te uiid s c o n e had necessari ly been. 
he had yet found l ime to i herlsh a n 
Ideal That t h e woman In quest ion , a 

•way t o his o w n quarters w i t h t h e i n ­
fant tucked under his arm. By v i r tue 
o f be ing the urst t o d i scover it h e had 
taken upon himsel f the role of guar ­
dian 

Reaching h i s o w n room. Black Rat 
paused at h i s bed, placed the chi ld , 
w h o w a s n o w a w a k e , u p o n the b l a n ­
ket s a n d stooped t o e x a m i n e him. H e 
w a s a shubby l i t t le fe l low, and a s per­
fectly shaped a s i t was poss ib le for a 
bab> t o be. H e lay upon his back and 
gaii led up at h i s new custodian in a 
lahl inm that would have won the h e a r t 
of the most inveterate ch i ld -ba l er— 
winch Black Rat w a s far from being. 
F o r s o m e reason or another , that 
s m i l e reminded h im of his t h o u g h t s 
upon the bat t l ements , and . w h e n he 
c a m e t o look c loser , he i m a g i n e d h e 
de tec t ed s o m e s l ight r e s e m b l a n c e t o 
Marie's dark e y e s in those now gaz- , 
I n s up at h im. It was very vague , of f 

course , but st i l l there w a s a re sem- i 
b lance . and w i t h this d i scovery a 
s. range feel ing of affect ion came over 
t h e m a n . W h y h e should feel It he 
d id n o t know, but it w a s s t r o n g 
e n o u g h 10 m a k e h im take the chi ld up 
in his arms and e x a m i n e i t c l o s e l y . ' 
i tn- reel of the l itt le soft body and the ' 
pi ensure of the tiny a r m s s e n t a thr i l l 
jfi rough h i m s u c h a s he h a d n e v e r a x - ; 
perieiii-ed before , and when h e put him • 
hat « u p o n the bed it was w i t h a gen- j 
:!. iit-ns in h i s touch that was more 
t l . u i g r o t e s q u e In a man so rough. It 
w..= uulv then that it d a w n e d upon 
.. in t h a f > h e was but l i t t le versed in 
:;•• w. ivs and w a n t s of ch i ldren S o m e -

w': - ie in the back of h i s brain there 
t A ; - ' i d a belief that much fondl ing and 

• •nniiual feeding were necessary M 
• ! • r w e l l - b e i n g Therefore the child 
ii. .->: be fed T o this end he approacb-
t- i he tied where Long J e a n lay euor-
:i,H h i s extraorUlnary face set like 

niie and his mouth wide open, ahmv-
. n e a «et of teeth as perfect as those 

a dent i s t ' s show-case He shoolt 
.tn roughly by the shoulder 

W a k e up. he cried W a k e Up, 
von snor ing pig. and l isten to me " , 

Sotne m o m e n t s e lapsed before Long 
Jean could be brought back to his 

.-uses sufficient!} t o comprehend what 
. .i> wanted of him When he did. ho 

•• up .iti-l stared stupidly at the uiau 
. • fore him 

W'bat'f 'h i s about a b a b y ' " he ask-
t-t I want to s leep I'm tired, and 

1 h a v e none of your j o k e s . Black 
i C a ! '" 

It s not a joke, pig." returned the 
• 'tier a s ihe occupants of the nedghb-ir-
i:U !-I-.IM wnke up and began to realize 

•hat 'here was some fun g o i n g forward. 
Uet up I h a v e need of y o u " 

Implicit obed ience had b e c o m e so 
cilk worker In a factory at L v o n s . had m m h a part of the A u v e r g n a t nature 
never bes towed two thoughts upon h im, 
but had married a floui i&hiug baker la 
he Hue do Marguerite was beside the 

tt be instantly compi led with the 
• i-r H i-iiiiiiiiand. and sat on the exlgu 

h!s tied s teadfast ly reKardlng the 
mark. H e had danced with h e r o n two bunule to which Black Rat po inted . 

occas ions , had been her escort on a It » a baby sure enough ." he m u t -
never lo-be forgot ten fete day. and had lpr*''1 w hen he had finished the scrut-
t.een arrested t w e n t y - f o u r hours later, 
for a Paris ian burglary, und had been 
»t rvt out of France at the country's ex -
,<-iise within t h e month Smal l as the 
justification w a s . h i s heart m u s t h a v e 
•••en badly seared, for h e retained t h e 

where you s to le It puzzles 
nu- ^ mi will g e t Into trouble for this, 
I'l.n k Hal ." 

In hot own mind he had net It down 
as i rr ta in that his comrade had pur-
i. •: neJ It frouj s o m e nat ive w o m a n lor 

image of the pretty Marie t h r o u g h o u t the purpose of obta in ing a sum by way 
Mis exile, and when on returning t o "f i.uwt.rn He knew Hlai k Rat's char-
i-'ranco flvp years later, he learned av .er. a n d he was aware that when h e , 
that she had married and found her required money there w a s n o t h i n g h e . 

H i s des ire w a s a s e x t r a o r d i n a r y a e kit 
presence there w i thout a n escort . Th« 
Colonel could scarce ly b e l l e v a t h a t ha 
s a w or heard ar ight . l i e l i s t ened to 
the account of the finding cf the child 
in s i l ence . Only w h e n the o t h e r had 
finished h i s narra t ive w i t h a request 
that he m i g h t be p e r m i t t e d to k e e p the 
Infant in the barracks , did h e find hia 
vo ice . T h e n , t u r n i n g t o a s e r g e a n t be­
s ide him, he sa id : 

"Take a file of m e n w i t h y o u , and 
carry the child down to the border. 11 
you al low the Chinese s e n t r y to s e e it, 
he will s o o n find the m o t h e r . " 

T h e n t u r n i n g to B l a c k Rat , h e con­
t inued: 

"He off about your b u s i n e s s , my man. 
and thank y o u r s tar s t h a t I d o not 
punish y o u for a l l owing the y o u n g s t e i 
to be brought i n . " • 

T h e s e r g e a n t sa lu ted , a n d l e f t the 
room. 

T h e y h a d n o t l o n g t o w a i t befor* 
they heard the tramp o f h e a v y boots 
in the veranda , and the s e r g e a n t and 
Long J e a n entered the r o o m , t h e latte i 
carrying t h e baby in h i s a r m s . 

T h e co lone l took h i m f r o m h i s g igan­
tic nurse, and placed h i m u p o n the 
table , where t h e l i t t le f e l l o w s a t star-
lag from one t o a n o t h e r , t w i s t i n g ant! 
twrrling h i s t iny fingers and toes intc 
the most intr icate of pat terns . Sc 
comical w a s h i s e x p r e s s i o n that even 
the Colonel 's gr im face re laxed , a n d i 
faint smi l e hovered round the corner! 
of b i s mouth . Black Rat an;l the Auv­
ergnat s tudied his c o u n t e n a n c e anx-
luusly. T o the former it s e e m e d im­
possible t h a t a n y o n e cou ld wi ths tand 
sui h pleading. N o w t h a t he h imse l l 
seemed l ike ly t o lose the infant, who 
had come so s t r a n g e l y in to h i s l ife, h< 
was beginning to u n d e r s t a n d h o w ha 
would feel if the y o u n g s t e r were taken 
away a l together . W h a t t h e Auvergnal 
thought n o one will ever k n o w ; possi­
bly he did not th ink at a l l . 

Having examined the child w i t h » 
c lose scrutiny, the Co lone l handed him 
back to h i s nurse, and t h e n asked foi 
the piece of bamboo, w h i c h had been 
found suspended round h i s neck. Thb? 
was soon forthcoming , and , a f t er h s 
had read the i n s c r i p t i o n t h e r e o n , h» 
handed it back t o i t s owner . 

Y mi a r e qui te sure t h a t y o u b a v t 
no knowledge of the p a r e n t s ? " ha 
asked 

Black Rat assured h i m that h e had 
not. 

"And I a m t o u n d e r s t a n d that i t ia 
your desire to take c h a r g e of thia 
c h i l d ' " 

T h a t i s my wish , m o n c o m m a n d ­
ant." 

"You wi l l look after h i m , and nol 
permit h im to b e c o m e a n u i s a n c e ? " 

T h e o ther promised t h a t he woula 
not. 

"In that case t a k e h i m ; but remem­
ber, the first t ime h e or you g e t into 

(trouble, that m o m e n t h e l e a v e s the fort. 
Now be off!" 

Neither o f the two m e n wai ted t o be 
bidden twice , but trooped out of the 
room. Illack R a t c a r r y i n g the ch i ld In 
his arms a s a proof of v i c tory . And 
so It came about that l i t t l e Tata , for so 
he w a s named after an o l d c o m r a d e o! 
the Pacific, became a m e m b e r of the 
F r e n c h Fore ign Legion. 

grave In the c e m e t e r y of Moot mart ra, 
bis Borrow w a s as keen u-« If they had 
been be;hothetl aud he had lo s t her o n 
the eve of t h e w e d d i n g day That 

would not d o or a t t empt In order to 
obtain tt Hut why he shou ld have 
.v.ik. 1 hun In the mi.Idle of the night 
l.i (-i l l .M: ihe suaail hos tage passed hia 

ufterni>on he en l i s ted In the Fore ign uinlcrntaii' l ing. 
Legion with t h e adr uf a m a n w h o s e 
heart had k n o w n a life long sorrow, 
and after a brief wai t , w a s ordered to 
Tonking . In the reg iment b i s char- . 
orter wma a complete contradict ion . 
I hiring t h e day he would be the s e m l -
murtlnous. a l w a y s ferocious , ex conv ic t 
soldier of France , when alone In h i s 

l u g e i h e r they looked d o w n on the 
Infant, who w a s open ing h i s m o u t h 
pi i-p.iraiory t o screaming . | 

Ihe little one Is hungry and must 
be fid said Hlack Rat. ' (Jo thou and 
pi IM ure some milk." I 

if he had said "bring m e the moon." i 
l would have struck L i n g J e a n as an! 

cups, or a tand ln f s e n t r y , aa on the equally easy task, but he w a s not ac-! 
present o c c a s i o n , b i s t h o u g h t s would cutvtotned to heal Late at the word of | 
take an ent ire ly different turn, and he i o m m a i x l . so he huddled on h i s c lothes , : 
would picture h i n s e l f the husband of und pn uently lefi the bui ld ing upon i 
Marie, with a smal l but prosperous lu>. m a n J A quarter of a n hour later 
s h o p In the n e i g h b o r h o o d of Lyons , a he returned bringing a s m a l l cup of 
family t o correspond , a comfor tab le the precious fluid wi th h i m . B u t it 
bag of s a v i n g s hidden under t h e w a s not until next day that it was dls-
hearthstone . a n d a neat black coat for covered by what manner of m e a n s he 
use when he a n d h i s wife took their had procured it from the c o m m a n d a n t ' s ; 
pleasure, and went abroad o n h igh cook Murder was least a m o n g the 
daya and hol idays . W h e n h e a w o k e threats that b e used a g a i n s t t h a t s leepy 
from his dream a n d discovered the funct ionary. 
reality, h e w a s not s a f e t o speak to or ( " B r a v o , bon enfant ," sa id Black Rat. 
to m e d d l e wi th for m a n y hours a f t e r - | "Thou has t brought it. N o w we must 
wards. i feed h i m — h e i s a fine ch i ld , and he 

On t h i s part icular occas ion he had must dr ink a n d grow fat ." 
been pursuing his usual train of A s he spoke, h e seated h i m s e l f upon 
t h o u g h t T h r e e m o n t h s before, s o he the bed and took the babe upon hia 
reckoned it, Marie had presented h im knee. H a v i n g adjured h i s c o m p a n i o n 
wi th the third pledge of her g e n t l e af - to be m o r e than careful in h i s h a n d l i n g 
fectlon, and h e found h imse l f tak ing of the j u g , the ceremony c o m m e n c e d , 
the l ivel iest p l e a s u r e In the Infant's om- holding, the o ther pouring, and the I 
growth a n d c o m e l i n e s s It may have h a n u i k -room look ing on. T h e chi ld 
been that he w a s so wrapped up In h i s drank greed i ly , and hav ing done so, 
t h o u g h t s that h e w a s careless a s to h i s s n u g g l e d himsel f down in B lack Rat ' s 
guard; o n the other hand, though he a r m s to s leep . As he did s o s o m e t h i n g 
could not remember hav ing not iced it s u s p e n d e d round h i s neck caught his 
before, w h a t h e was about to find may nurse's eye. On the c o v e r i n g be ing 
h a v e been placed there prior t o his ar- drawn as ide it proved to be a narrow-
rival . A t any rate, short ly before he s l ip of b a m b o o wi th s o m e t h i n g wri t ten 
w a s rel ieved, h e noticed, ly ing in the In the n a t i v e character u p o n i t Un-
a n g l e between the wal l erf the fortress for tunate ly ne i ther man w a s conver-
and the c o r n e r of the s e n t r y - b o x . a sant w i t h the orthography of the coun-
s m a l l bundle s c a r c e l y larger than h i s try, but it chanced that t h e r e w a s an 
o w n knapsack . H a v i n g once become Indiv idual , fast as leep in a n e i g h b o r i n g 
a w a r e of its presence , it w a s not l ong room, w h o h a d attained to s o m u c h 
before h e had p icked it u p and brou*** k n o w l e d g e . L o n g J e a n offered to pro-
it i n t o h i s she l t er to e x a m i n e i t W i t h cure h i m , and In a few m i n u t e s return-
a h a l f s u s p i c i o n of what it would c o n - ed escort ing him. T h e n e w c o m e r 
ta in , he u n r o l l e d the c l o t h in w h i c h it g lanced a t the w r i t i n g in q u e s t i o n and 
w a s wrapped. A nat ive baby of about grunted scornful ly , 
a y e a r o l d w a s the resul t . ; " D l a n t r e ! You needn't h a v e waked 

F o r s o m e f e w m o m e n t s B lack Rat me up f o r this ," he sa id a n g r i l y . "You 
w a s too as ton i shed to s a y or do any- k n o w w e l l e n o u g h w h a t it i s ." 
t h i n g . H e s t o o d staring at t h e s lum- " W e don't know," said Black Rat 
ber ing in fant at h i s feei . W h e n he fiercely; "but you'd better te l l us , if 
did recover himself , he h a d to pull 'ds j o u wi sh to s a v e your s k i n . " 
w i t s together. The quest ion thai i e - T h e m a n glanced from o n e to the 
quired t o be considered first w a s , how other , a n d then at t h e b a m b o o , after 
did it ge t t h e r e ? W i t h the e x c e p t i o n wh ich h e said; "The w o r d s are Black 
of t h e c o m m a n d a n t ' s lady and her R a t ' a n d 'Kong Tom'—that ' s a l l ." 
m a i d , a n acidulated vestal of fifty a n s ay ing , he turned upon h i ; boel 
s u m m e r s , there was no o t h e r woman, a n d w e n t back to his room, leaving he 
and certa in ly n o nat ive o n e , u p o n the t w o men staring at each o t h e r and t ue 
place . T h e s tock ad e w a s a n extra ch i ld in utter bewi lderment . W h o i u.ild 
s t r o n g o n e in that particular corner, h a v e s e n t the child, and w h y , of all 
and the d i t ch and bank were s tudded others , w a s It sent t o t h e m ? It w a s a 
so M c k l y w i t h sharp-pointed s t a k e s mys tery too deep for words ; but it was 
ot . .mboo t h a t i t would h a v e been i m - too late to a t tempt t o s o l v e it t h a t 
poss ib le for t h e smal les t chi ld t o h a v e n ight . I n less than a quarter of an 
m a d e its way i n . H e leaned o v e r and h o u r L o n g J e a n had re turned to hia 
surveyed the de fences as we l l a s h e w a s s l u m b e r s , and Black Rat w a s fast 
able. B u t t h e r e was n o t h i n g there to as l eep h o l d i n g the ch i ld h i s arras, 
e x p l a i n t h e m y s t e r y . A n d yet o n e fact W e d o u b t it a stranger p i c ture could 
remailned—the baby had g o t i n s i d e and h a v e b e e n found in the w h o l e l e n g t h 
w a s s t a r i n g h i m in t h e f a c e n o w . Just a n d breadth o f Asia. 
as h e w a s w o n d e r L i g h o w h e should N e x t m o r n i n g , attd for t h e first a n d 
account f o r i t s pre ence to h i s c o m - l a s t i i m e m h i s mil i tary c a r e e r , Black 
m a n n i n g officer, the rel ief c a m e round, j ^ [ a c e<j hia con imanding officer in 

* end «•» »i*ute» tater he wan on his fo0 orderly-room f ith a supplication, 

To be Continued. 

A L T A R BOYS. 
Thi-rp a r e few pract i ces of the 

Cl i . i i ih iiiore Interes t ing than the 
pntt fcmn to chi ldren In all the beau 
tiful v e iet i ionles of her r i tual . In her 
nioht s o l e m n process ions of the Blessed 
Sacrament , on Holy T h u r s d a y e v e n 
the l ittle a l tar boys are a d m i t t e d in to 
the re io l lec ted ranks w h i c h precede 
the priest, bearing t h e Lord of H o s t s 

On Corpus Christ! the l i t t l e boys and 
glrln go forth In troops; t h e b o y s w i t h 
candles and thuribles , f rom w h i c h rise 
soft clouds of fragrant incense , and the 
girls with b a s k e t s of flowers, t o s t r e w 
in t h e path of the s a m e l o v i n g R e ­
deemer , w h o t h u s p e r m i t s H i m s e l f to 
be carried by H i s c r e a t u r e s , a n d ac­
cepts their poor homage . 

But it Is not a lone o n s u c h h i g h 
fes t iva l s t h a t t h e Church cal l s in her 
l i t t le boys t o a s s i s t in the s o l e m n e x e r ­
c ises . There Is no day in the year , 
h o w e v e r l o w l y t h e c h u r c h , or h o w e v e r 
ret ired, t h a t the priest w h o s a y s Mass 
has n o t at his s ide , one . t w o or e v e n 
more little boys , w h o t h u s v o l u n t a r i l y 
watt upon God in H i s h o u s e . T h e r e 
they are, a s ear ly a s s i x o 'c lock, in 
their neat l i t t le cas socks and surpl i ­
ces a n d w i t h w h a t d e l i g h t e d a lacr i ty 
they watch every m o t i o n of t h e priest 
t o k n o w w h e n they are t o carry the 
large missa l from t h e E p i s t l e to the 
Gospel s ide, hand h i m t h e w a t e r and 
the w i n e for t h e chal ice or for a b l u ­
t ion, and w h e n t o r ing the l i t t le be l l or 
spread the c o m m u n i o n c l o t h over the 
rail! T h e r e are few m o r e t o u c h i n g 
s i g h t s In t h e world t h a n t h e a t t e n d ­
ance of t h e s e l i t t l e b o y s o n t h e w e e k l y 
Mass . W h e n S u n d a y c o m e s , w h a t a 
train o i t h e s e l i t t l e a c o l y t e s precede 
t h e priest into the s a n c t u a r y ! H o w 
b r i g h t are the ir red c a s s o c k s and c a p s 
and capes h a w s m o o t h a n d w h i t e t h e i r 
surp l i ces h o w s w e e t a n d fresh a n d 
c l ean , even to the ir finger n a i l s ; I b o w 
n i c e l y are their s h o e s b l a c k e n e d ! — 
for a s l o v e n l y a l tar b o y i s a d i sgrace . 

W h o would p r e s u m e t o w a i t u p o n a 
g e n t t e m a n ' s table in so i l ed g a r m e n t s , 
w i t h unbrushed ha ir , w i t h filthy 
h a n d s ? H o w m u c h less pretend t o 
s e r v e Jesus in H i s Real P r e s e n c e in 
a n unt idy d r e s s ! There i s n o bet ter 
s c h o o l for decent n e a t n e s s a n d decor­
o u s b e h a v i o u r t h a n the p l a c e of t h e 
y o u n g acolyte . Many p e r s o n s s e n d 
their boys t o t h e d a n c i n g - s c h o o l to 
learn good manners and h o w t o u s e 
the ir hands and feet. T h i s i s all v e r y 
we l l ; but w e be l i eve <an a c o l y t e w e l l 
t ra ined has acquired -a m a n n e r m o r e 
beaut i fu l ly decorous , m o r e c o u r t e o u s 
and more endur ing , t h a n c a n be t a u g h t 
b y a n y master of m a n n e r s . 
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C A T H O L I C N O T E S 

M i l w a u k e e has erected i n i t s Calvary 
c e m e t e r y a m a u s o l e u m for t h e p r i e s t s 
o f the diocese . I t wi l l c o n t a i n fortv-
flve underground vaul t s , each large 
e n o u g h to h o l d a s i n g l e coffin. A n e a t 
chape l will over top a l l , a n d the w h o l e 
w i l l c o s t flO.OOO. 

T h e l itt le i s land of Tr ld idad , w h i c h 
E n g l a n d t w i c e s e i zed a n d a s o f t e n r e ­
l e a s e d on t h e demand of t h i s c o u n t r y , 
c o n t a i n i n g 180,000 Catho l i c s , o n ? B i s h o p 
t w e n t y - f o u r churches a n d t w e n t y -
t h r e e p r i e s t s . 

isiiBsfey 

'>W.*4frrt , 

.-vtt «WfiM ?*\-.'-**!bm*mi>tai*i^ 

mMmm 
<.*-.%, 

r*«pissw»--,ijr-5tr-: 

imtmmiiwf^rrtwtmmmm^mwdm^i m» •Mul t ,a»— 

Th.il
Th.it

