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APPROVED OF AT ROME

the Hcart of Pope Leo

: The mission for non-Catholics, just
-} eoncluded in Prividence, R. 1. has
! peen particularly noteworthy. for two
i yeasons: First it was the initial effort
] @f the newly organizel local diocesan
.1 ®vard of missionaries; cecond, it en-
'{ tered upon its work with the direct
and hearty approval of our Holy Fa-
ther himself. The letter from Cardin-
al Prefect of the Propaganda to the ur-
§ dinary of the diocese, the Rt. Rev. M.
§ Harkins, D. D, is an inspiring source
x encouragement - for  the €riends-of
e Catholic Missionary Union, and in
&he blessing it conveys augurs a bright
zealization of its members’ hopes.
The opening sentences of this .etter
are as follows:
“Rome, Feb. 7, 1900.
“Rt. Rev. Sir: Your letter to the
Holy Father, informing him of the es-
tablishment of & band of diocesan wis-
§ =ionaries for the purpose of giving
missions to Catholics and non-Cathol-
fcs. was most welcome to bhis heart
It is my pleasant duty to tell you that
His Holiness sends his A postolic bless-
tng to this pious apd most salutary
fnstitution (huic pio ac vere salutari
tunstitutionl), and wishes every success
for the same,”

This official] announcement puts the
seal of Rome upon the policy of or-
ganizing dlocesan bands of mission-
aries. The significance of the letter
Hes in the fact that the whole story
«f the method of giving missions to
¢ non-Catholics has been submlitted to

the Holy Father, and that this is his
Qpinion therecn. Those unacquainted
§ with the way the Pope considera«and
4 decides upon such matters may wonder
' how he can find time to read and di-
+ rect the answering of all the Eetters he
recelves from all parts of the world
and upon subjects frequently of but
local importance. It is accomplished
in the following way: Every Bunday
night the Cardinal Prefect lays betoro
him the budget of communications re-
{ @sived during the week His Holiness
4 devotes a certaln time to comsidering
them in turn and deciding upon them,
end i time does not permit of this
treatment for all the accumulated ma-
terial, the remaining letters are de-
ferred to the following Sunday. The
methods of the diocesan organirations
for giving non-Catholic missions have
therefore, come under tho immediate
knowledge of the Pope, and his hearty
spproval, encouragement and blessing
are a treasured reward for msany pa-
tient, persevering and generous sacri-
fices on the part of the movements
friends.

A non-Catholic mission in a New
England town 18 pecessarily more of
an experiment, and its prospoects of
success more precarfous. than one glv-
on elsewhere. The reason s that
among the ‘Down Easters” class dis.
tinctions, based purely upon worldly
counsiderations, are strictly drawn, and
to be a Catholic {s more universally
locked upon as bheing at best a sub-
ject for benevolent sympathy. The
“better classes” are more cultured
and feel no particular attraction to-
ward the religious convictions of the
“working classes,”” who find their
pleasure here below in their Church
and thelr children. For this reason
the non-Catholics drawn to the lect-
1 ures must overcome in themselves a
" good deal of inbred pride and feel an
unusual attraction toward the sublime
teachings of the Church. This char-
acteristic of the Puritan’'s coumtry was
particularly felt in the mission in
Providence. It was given at 8t Jo-
seph’'s Church in Belgravia (the “West
End” of the city), and in s qmarier of
fashionable residences. The early
part of the week brought crowds of
good, honest Catholics, accustomed to
work for a living, but non-Catholics
held aloof. However, as the lectures
won newspaper notoriety, the condi-
tions changed, and soon the Catholics
were relegated to the side aisles of |
the church, and the middle aisle held
.4 from one hundred to five hundred non-
"1 Catholics nightly, according to weath-

] er. The mission closed auspiclously
with the establishment of an inquiry
class of twenty, and the local band !
have good reason to be gratified with
the success of this their first battle of
the campaign. It is an opening wedge,
and has broken {n upon the attention
of those outside the Church. The pub-
Heity thus earned will be a coanstant-
ly increasing capital, and as timme goes
on it will produce and inerease inter-
est as Inevitable as any bank deposit,

DR. DE COSTA DESCRIBED.

Under the auspices of the Catholic
Club of Baltimare, Dr. B. F. De Costa,
of New York, lectured recently on the
subject “Why I am a Catholic.” Bal-
timore's Sun describes the lecturer’s
appearance and manner as follows:
“Dr. De Costa appears ta be over 50
<4 years old. He has gray hair. His

“%4 face, which i thin and wrinkled, has

%y no mousiache nor beard. He is of me-
dilum height and weight. He wore a
black suit with turn-down collar. His
volce is well modulated, with a slight-
1y nasal twang. His delivery resem-
bles very much that of President Pat-
ton, of Princeton. Dr. De Costa read
his entire lecture. Only upon occa-
sions would he take his eyes from *he
manusecript long enough to gesticulate,
and at these periods be became often
eloquent.”

What an'mal fs it that women and
ele- hants are afrald of? A mouse.

Way is a rheumatic man like a win-
dow? He has catches in the sides anl
a frame full of pains.

r than eleven inohes? B-@ayse i
$t were twelve it would be s foot)

When are the cliff ¢limbers who hunt |

1 The Work of Xon Csthalic Miseernn Dear te

&y can 2 man's nose never bel

PABNT! DBY AN NTLE
Brondel of Helena Writes From
Rume.

Bishop Brondel of Helena who is
traveling abroad, has written a very
interesting letter to Father Ailken of
his episcopal ecity. It was the bishops
pleasure to see the face of the Virgin
Mary in oil, painted by an angel. Af-
ter detailing his journey from Rome,
the bishop deseribes in his brilliantly
graphic manner his wvisit to the church
in which is hung the picture. His let~
ter follows:

‘1 left Rome, Thursday, Jan. 18.and
went to  Assist and’ sald mass before
the remains of the poor of Christ—St. '
Francis. Assisi {s one of the  most
ancient cities of Italy. It {s gituated
on a mountain. Omn the top of the
mountain {8 an ancient fort, now un-

Bishop

the convent and Church of St. Fran-
cis, all buiit of stone and brick, and
most extensive. Most of the convenf
now i3 occupled by a government

kingdom of Italy. ‘The upper church
has just been restored in its stalls,

Order of St. Francis. These figures!
are worked in different woods. The
frescoes are well preserved and give
the life and miracles of the saint.

“I interrupted this letter to go and
see a most wonderful thimg. Father
Edward O'Rellly, of Dubdlin, Ire., who
was leaving the Duomo when | entered
it this evening, told me that at the
Charch of the Annunziata was to be
seen the picture of the Virgin Mary
|pnlnted by an angel, but that it was

only shown when a bishop wishes to

sesa {t. So I aaked him to go tell the
| Bervites that I would call at 6 o'clock
that evening. He came for me while

saw it I must tell you all about it

I I was writing to yon, and now that LI

“We walked from my hotel,
Helvetia, about ten minutes and

reached the place. It was dark, bhut

| there was quite a number of people,

still lingering in the church—part of
them before an altar, where I Baw

more lights than before the other fif- |

occupied. The principal building is
school, where lay teachers teach the]
orphans of the school teachers of the’

] which are many—about 120—bdeautiful-
ly earved, with figures of eaints of the.

CATHOLIC NOTES.

M. Paul Savary, the new governor
of the French colony of St. Pierre at
Miquelon, is a Cathollc.

bishop of Havana, has appointed a Cu-
ban priest as his secratary.

The death is announced of Rev,
Chas. Horan, O. 8. M., which cccurred
in Limerick, Ireland, on Jan. 28.

The members of St. Vincent's con-
gregation, Milwaukee, propose to build
a new $60,000 church at Seventh ave-
nue and Mitchell atreet.

-Rev. Jas. O’Malley, . pastac of St
| Peter's church, Oshkosh, Wis., one of
the best known Catholic priests in that
state, 18 dangerously 11l of bronchial
hemorrhage.

Rev. Father Allaln, pastor of St
Mary’s Chureh, at 8t. Catherines, Ont.,
is raising funds for the ercction im his
church of a shrine of St. Ann, which
promises to become a famous pilgrime
age.

The Western Watchman says that
when Archbishops Ryan and Hennes-
sy were professors in Carondelet, the
. tormer promised that it the other ever
. became a Bishop he would preach his
consecration sermon. Archbishop Ry-
an not only preached at the consecra-
! tion of his friend, but likewise at his
' silver jubilee and at the reception of
the pallium. Besides that they were
through life romping friends; that is,
whenever and wherever they met they
were boys again.

‘The Pope has consented to be paint-
ed once more. A well-known Hungar-
fan artist, Philipp Laszlois, is about to
paint a full-length picture of him meat~
ed on the Papal chair. Bishop Fran-
kol, the Hungarian historian and If-
brarian at the Vatican, has persuad-
ed the Pontiff to have his plcture
painted, and 1t was he who introduced
the patoter to him.

The London Catholic Times =says

the ' the report on alessics in the Christian

Brothers schools in the United States
was written by Cardinal Satolll.

It is expected during the Jubliles
year several new episcopal sees will
be established in the United States.

The Catholic Club of New York has

teon sltars. Father OR&illy gaid the a library of over 24 000 volumes.

le here seam to have a special de- |

vo on for the Blessed Virgin at this
altar. This one was near the door of
the church. 8o we went all around,
and the father said: ‘I wonder whers
the sisters are? A number of the
BEnglish sisters, of whom he is the
temporary chaplain at Fiesolo, had
come to seo the picture, as it would be
shown to me. Finally he found them
in the sacristy. He called me in and
thore were a number of Servites, haif
s dozen of the Daughters of Mary, an
, Italian priest, an officer with his wife !
and some other ladles and gentlemen,
who had been told they had a chancs
to see the plcture. We had to wait a
quarter of an hour until the people had
left the church, which was then closed,
Then one curtain was drawn up, then
another heavy one, and the priest gald,
‘Ave Maria Stella’ with the prayers,
Then he showed us <With a light the .
miraculous figure of the Virgin made
by supernatural power.

“History says that at a time when
geven noblemen of Fiorence had begun
a new religious order to honor the
mother of Christ on Mount Serrano,

'they established themselves at this
! place tn T250. Two years later they
l asked a painter to make a plcture of
l the Annunciation. He made one, but
{ the last thing and what he dreaded
most to paint was the face of Jesus’
mother when the angel saluted bher.
After having recelved the sacraments
of confession and communion, he went
to work, and behold, he found the face
painted, but with such a beauty of
heavenly love that he cried out, ‘Mir-
} acle,” and burst into tears. Those near
him ran up to see what was the mat-
ter, and they saw, ags we see to-day, a

. painting of the Virgin's face of which
! Michael Angelo sald that no human
pencil could make it. I knmow I will
never forget it. After seeing™ TC I
Jooked at the face of the angel paint-
ed by the artist and it scemel to me
| ke a shadow. After a while I could
geo that the face of the angel was well
executed, though immensely inferior
to that of the Virgin. I felt alone on
the altar looking at that picture,
though twenty others were near me
looking at that wonderful prodquetion,
—Republic.

THE NIGHTINGALE. g
Nightingales warble about it
All night under blessom and star:
The wild swan is dying without it,
And the eagle eryeth afar,
The sun he doth mount but to find it,
Searching the green earth o’er;
But more doth a man's heart mind it—
O more, more, more! J'
Over the gray leagues of ocean !
The infinite yearneth alone;
The forests with wondering emotion
‘The thing they know not intone;
Creation arose but to see it, ,./
A million lamps {n the blue; "
But a lover, he shall be 1t, bk
It one sweet maid it true.
-3, B, Woodbury.

What letter must a friend ba you
search for when he praices the weath-
er? Find A.

What three letters are your tou!
Your N, M, B's. 3

What letters must one select to en-
Joy repose? He must take his B's.

What is the difference between a
plasterer and & fishermen? One car-
ries a hod the other aarries a cod.

Why was the government a long
time getting news from Santlago? It
bad 60 send Miles to find out.

‘What wras the d!ﬂerme between outf

eidm t.he happim! thn thoy cet

vy and {ts secretary in'the iate war?.
Oum Mudmotherw

‘service which is decorated with pho-

An exchange remarks that Arch-
bishop Hennessy dled a very rich
Biahop, but a very poor man.

L]

Mra. Van Rensselaer, mother of Rev,
Henry Van Rensselaer, S. J., and Sister
Dolores—a Sister of Charity, has been
very i1l tor meveral weeks, and it ia
teared she may not recover. She is
not of the same faith as her daughter
and son.

Two leading Passionist missionaries
" will be engaged at the mission which
opens in the Church of Our Lady of
the Scapular of Mount Carmel, East
28th street, next Sunday, the 18th,
These priests are Father Robert (Mec-
Namara) and Father Fidelis (Kent-
Stone).

A loan of $50,000 was negotiated on
the 16th of February with the Iron
and QGlass Dollar Savings Bank of
Pittsburg for the new Catholic school
to be erected at Baden, Pa., by the Sisg- '
ters of 8t. Joseph. The main building
alone will cost over $100,000, and ths
present building at Ebensburg will be
removed to the new gite as soon Aas .
the structures are completeds Plans
for the removal of the school,closer
to the centre of population in the dio-
cese were made some years ago, but it

be completed.
 PERHAPS A CAUBE.

A Catholic priest in a neig‘hborlng
diccese lifts up his voice and com-
plains that his parish 18 full of bach~
elor malds, and inveighs strongly
agains: the dennquent young men. Ars
the young men to blame wholly? The
mischief, if §t is so, lies as much with
the maids. They are, too many of
them, unduly particular, fastidious,
nice over much, finical. The boys go
out early to earn their bread and but-|
ter, the misses have too many aca.de-
mies with their whim-whams of flow-

ers, music, French and the never-ends'
ing extras, and when they make their‘

debut, if on marriage intent they
have visions of knights that do not
exist.” The ordinary every-day young
man do for the euchre, the theatre, to
spend his earning on them, but for
marriage—that 18 not to be thought
of. All the worse {f his hands are 100
knobby and callous, to wear kids, due
to manual labor. Marriage is not ob-
solete among the worthy poor, and the

priests’ stipend is not a paltry dime..
Plttsburg Catholic,

-’
*

GENERAL NEWS

————s

‘A tree on a plantation near Natchez
has been struck by lighining seven
times,

1t is estimated that we use snnuaily
in the United States over 90,000,000,000
matches,

A Maine hunter cleims ome to have
h:;!g his pipe lighted by a fash of light-
ning.

London has 1,000 houses that are
tenantlezs becauss they are supposed |
to be haunted.

The Princess of Wales owns a tea

tographs of her own taking,

Mcre steel 18 used in the manufoct-
are of pens then In all the gwords and
gun factories In the world,

According to chemical analysis, fif
teen parts of the flesh of fish have
about the eame nutritive value as
twelve parts of botaless beef, '

In 1885 only thres bodies were dl!- :

‘posad ofbythe London Cremation S04

eloty. mmsmmnmﬂm_

Mgr. Sbarrettl, the newly appuinted‘

FATHER DESHON WR'TES

i

10 Correct & False Statemont Ketteeting on
His Comumunity.

Montreal Dafly Witness, March 7.

In a recent issue of the Witness it
was pointed out ag a singular coincigd.
ence that in the week that Rev. James
A. O'Connor came -to Montreal to he.
gin o series of meetings, thera should
saeil from New York for Barcelona,
Spain, as a Proteataut missionary, a
member of the soclety af the Paunlist
Fathers, who had been convaerted to
Pm&aﬁs& under the instruction
of the 8, §m%ﬁ«%
tleinan, it was said,
McGovern, left New York, on Tucday,
Feb. 20, on the steamer ‘Lahn, for
Southampton, whence he will proceed
to Paris, and thence to Barcelona,
where he has been appointed mission-
ary by the Boston Missionary Uniom,
Mr. McGovern {8 & graduate of the
Catholic University of Washington,
D. C. He was a mamber of the Paul-
ist Soclety, or congregation, as it ia
technically called, for seven years be-
fore his conversion. Mr. McGovern is
a native of California, thirty two
years of age, and was converted to the
evangelical faith in New York in 1826,
when he attended Mr. O’Connor’s sex-
vices.

In this connection a prominent mem-
ber of the Roman Catholic Church in
this city wrote for verification or
otherwise of the above, to the head-
quarters of the Paulist Soclety in New
York. He has received the fallowing
reply:

‘Church of 8t. Paul the Apoatlo.
‘Paulist Fathers,
' ‘415 West Fifty-ninth street,
‘New York, Feb. 28, 1800.

My Dear Sir,—~In reply to your let-
ter of Feb. 28, asking information comx«
cerning the Rev. James J. McGovern,
the facts are”ms follows: Mr., McGue-
ern is not a priest, nor is he tn sacred
orders  Fle im not a graduats of the
Catholic University. He was never a
member of the Paulist Congregation or
Soclety. He was accepted on trial as
a student in the House of Studies ct
the Paulist Fathers. While thers, hs
| unfortunately became insane, and was
_ removed, first, to Mount Hope Asylum
for the Insane, near Baltimore, Md.,
and afterward to the inzane asylum |
at Anacosta, Washington, D. C. He
was an inmate of these institutions for |
gome time over a year,

“This brief atatoement will enable the
gubuc to Judge of his subsequent sc-|

ons.

(Signed) ‘Goo. Dashon,
‘Superior of Paulist Fathers®

THE MOTHER BIRD AND THE
MONK,

it

With Lenten ashes on his brow,
The holy abbot, Kenach, passed
Far out through forests deep and wild,
Up to the rocky mountain side,

To fast and pray in solitude ,
The forty days of Lent. ¥

A mother bird had built her nest
Beside the cave In which he dwelt
Upon the lonely mountain side,

Ope night a flerce storm raged aroundz!
The abbot in his tender heart
Bethought him of the fragile nest,
The storm about the mother bird.

i “Look out, my eon, inte the night”t

| Unto his novice spake the monk,
“See how the little mother fures.”

The novice looked and ctled, “My lord¥| prayer |

Lord abbot come! lord abbot comal™

They stood and gazed upon the stornx §
1 was not until this year that they could | Which hurled great tiees am\inst thﬁ :

rocks,

| in your religlop.

|stated asa fact.

| cure the offering o yacrifl

THE QUESTION PCX. .

edd 1 aulish Father 1 oyles

mons by Rev. A, P.Doyle, £. 8 P, 0
New York, was dolivered at i

cason, their dealre for further nfor-
that stimulus which
no doubt supply. Beveral,
Shadanticipated-Tidhers .

by placing queries in the bax. and he

howaver

the points involved,
presented his questions thum:

as | will attend your sermons :
Why do Catholics helisve thst after.
the soul hxa left the Hody any amount:

it any xood?

saints hava any power to snawer qQur-

us?

to the prieats instead
to God?p stead of going

Does the Bible tel} mi@? In:
what passage can it ba found? .
From a Protestant wlm | 1 ix\tamml

‘In answer to the firt query !‘m‘-h
ggylr:h expmna‘g‘ the doctrines of

u vogard uegatory and -
ers for the dead. 'm mrg; of pgob

texts of Scriptura are uninterpratabl
except on this basts, aw, for Instany

referred to in Matt. xxvl., &
is a holy and wholesome - thav
pray for the dead . the t&h F n
loosed from thelr siny
xii, 46. This Iast
found in the Pmmmt
in what are known
editions, hecauss u
other hooks, 14 held to be:
Strange to say, howevar, i .
the Protestant Bibl
‘the authority .
preserved the Bib
leged apochryphial
Protm:n;ttx bo!éc‘m‘! it?;d ;
correct, not inspired,
in Mach

' Tadas Machabsus sént twel
silver drachmas to Jernsal

dead, The text of Bt
18 15, 1s alxo quoted In tippd
doctrlne of purgato !
Tho second question,
ble gvidence of the wnta
prayérs ngl:g lntarceci{n; lﬁﬁiﬂ
answer quoting Apocalyy
&eatant version, “Rexelations”} viit..-3:
Another angel came and stood hef
the altar, having & xolden cenwer; an
there was given to hira much ntens
that he shonld offer up the prayers o
all mintg upon the golden {
was before the thro
Toblas xil,, 13,
phael says to Tabi
didst pray with: tea
the deadyand

Catholto Doctrines Bxplaiaed vy the !mm- '

The Hrst of the couraa of Lenten aé:te-

Church of the Asgumption on 'x‘uemlw,‘
evening, The queation box will bo a
fealure, and while, no doubl, manyiy
non-Catholics were ;)re:ant on this ooe

mation regarding the Church nesdsd|i?
the sermons Wikt x4

gave explanations which perhaprziy
golved not only the doubts of the Jo~ | xic:
terrogators, but of others regarding|e)

PTAYSrs or can m%:mda with God far’ 'ﬁm

‘Why do Oatholics confens tlxair :ln& .
1§

X
tion is becoming more or lekn beltaved [t
in by many non Catholes. Se‘ﬂm; *Th

The firat seeker aflter lmowi!dm worth

To Rev. Father Doyle~Kindly ans~|a
wer following questions this svening; | wi

of praying by those on m can. do | Dee

resent
In what part of the Bible san It be | B
found where we are informed thit: the | chowen

“the forgiveness in the wotld to m:? . f i. n

And rocks rolled down the mounwn | ton

side, .
'But, in the midst of dark and :tom

Thete shown a brilliant light, for. tbrra o

An angel stood with outstretched wing® |

To shleld the mother bird from harm,

They stood and gazed till atonn had{

passed;
The angel faded into hee.ven,

Next eve a woman with a child

Tofled up the steep unto the cawve,
And seeing her, the novice cried:
“No woman may approsch the placs
Where holy abbof, Kenach, dwells
And kescps the Lenten fast!”

“Nay,” said the woman, “but we peeke -
Protection from the threatened storm,
The novice with uplifted hands

But answered harsh, “Awgy? besane!"i

“Did not the Lord Chriat die for me?

A man betrayed Him with a kiss;

A woman stood hencath His cross.

Twas anan vho smote Him with u
ree

And in the garden wontan kmn
In faith to kiss His feet; ‘twas mag *
Who thrust his hands fnto His side,
Shall not His heav'n bo open to me? !
“Yet you would drive me to my death."

Ther Kenach came form from the uvz
And blessed the woman, led her In,
Then turning to the novice spu!m
“The mother bird an angel s3 A

Next morn the mother with her tlkmf
Rose and departed. When she yeseliod
The entrance of the eave she turned,-
“Mo gon bids me,” the mother said, -
“Phank you.” Both lwked ap ﬁt t
words ‘
And Tell upon thelr: tacea. tor ‘
A heavenly glory shone around
“The mot and the Child, And fn )
The Yeft hand of the infant lay )
A goiden image of the world;
And with His right

i}.

o

The stars appeared, the night was utm. :

A goman wiped His blood- minec ‘.b

4
*

hana he traéed &%

In order tu be*
must repants t

: teni: -ané dlaw wm:

osli,
?%”‘

kneﬂ afura

eross, ‘

And blessed the moﬂk& and mﬁe :

wCharles Curts n, i
msmne. -

ﬂma men live
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