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LIFE OF CHASTITY

1
CELIBACY THE CROWN AND GLORY
OF THE CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD.

Mest Rev. SohastianiMaatinelll Apostolic
Delegate Writes Interestingly on the
Suhject—Some Erronecous Idess of Non-
Catholics Regarding the Matter,

The following article from the pen
ef the Most Rev. Sebastian Martinelli,
qpostolic delegate appeared in the
durrent issue of the Harper's Bazar:

Some weeks ago the Christian world
was startled by the announcement that
the reigning pontiff, Pope Leo XIIIL,
had dispensed the Catholic priests
throughout South America from the
law of celibacy, and that he would fol-
low this decree at the proper time by
permitting all priests throughout the
world to marry. A long-cherished pro-
{ect of our Holy Father—the reunion
4f the Christian Churches—was used
to give this statement a semblance of

th. In the entire Christian world

iy the Catholic Church requires the
celibate life of the clergy, so fervently
sdvocated by Christ and those to whom :
He delegated the power of preaching
His Word. There were those who
feigned belief that, so anxious is Pope
Leo to regraft all the sects upon the

parent stem, he would be willing to .

rrender ope of the cherished tradi-

ons of Church discipline.

Celibacy has been an immemorial
qustom of the priests and bishops of
the Catholic Church, daung back t
the time of the Aposties. Taking the
words of our Divine Lord, “There are
eninuchs who have made themseiv2s
danuchs for the kingdom of heaven's
gake. He that can receive it, let him
receive it,” the Church has enforced
celibacy on her ministers. There has
never been a time when she did not
command {n unmistakable terms that

ose who desire to become shepherds

the flock should deny the flesh and

ve themselves up to the highur life

gself-abnegation and sacrifice. There
have been times when, owing to thu
hardness of heart and the perversity
of human nature, she has been obligel
to tolerate the marriage of portions of
her priesthood in certain countries apd
under certain conditions; bu. she bas
always done this unwillingly, and for
the sole reason that it would prevent
greater evils. The life of chastity led
by the great Teacher of Mankind was
the life which the Church ordained
from the beginning as a suitable one
for ber pastors. The earliest succes-
sors of St. Peter recommended the ex-
ample of John the Beloved Disciple,
who 80 clgsely resembled his master,
Of the twelve whom Christ called, on-
ly Peter was a married man. Tradi-
tion tells us that, notwithstanding, St
Peter followed the higher life. There
have been but few pontifis who have
not legislated upon this subject. The
most recent and important utterance
was made by Pius IX. at the time of
the Vatican Council, when he stated
in unmistakable terms that the cellbate
rule had always been commanded by
the Holy Roman Catholic Church from
the beginning. The early Church fath-
ers record many instances of supreme
law on the subject, and testify that it
was universally commanded and taught
it not always universally obeyed.

The great monk Hildebrand, who
reigned from A. D. 1073 to 1085, under
the title of Gregory VII., has the honor
of determining this Important issue,
and formdlly embodying {t in the dis-
cipline of the Church. In decreeing the
celibacy of the clergy he established no'
innovation. He merely applied- the
logic of Christian philosophy to rem-
edy the evils both spiritusl and tem-
poral, which were creeping into the
Church. Catholliec theologians hold

that the spiritual life of the clergy is.

the strong rock which buttresses the

edifice St. Peter, as the viear of Christ, !

imperishably founded on God's own
covenant. When the priests becoms
corrupt and forget their high calling,
radical methods must be employed, for
if the shepherds go astray what dang
ers must threaten the flock!

It was this condition which faced
that giant af plety and strength, Hilde-
brana, when he ascended the papal
throne. Tradition says that, like the"
great Redeemer of Mankind, his father
was a carpenter, and that he spent his'
early years following that lowly avo-:
cation. Yet this was the man who

brought the haughty Emperor of Ger-

many, Henry 1V., to Canossa to do
penance publicly for his sins. To
remedy the lax lives of the priests, he
made the major Holy Orders an in-
pediment to the sacrament of matri-
mony.
cubinage among the priesthood, be
cause, whether lawfully or unlawlully
in the marriage state, they were de-
prived of the rights and privileges of
clerics.

After this decreo of Gregory V1L the
celibacy of the Western priesthood be-
came universally recognized and re-
gpected, and the evils countenanced and
encouraged by temporal princes were
arrested and destroyed.

Non-Catholles, as a rule, beliove that
celibacy is part of the doctﬁne of the
Catholic Church. This error will be
readily perceived by a knowledge of
Gregory’s action and the papal legisia-
tion which has followed it. It isen-
tirely diseiplinary in its character, and
in no sense is an article of faith. It is
often believed, too, that all Catholle
priests make a vow of celibacy, which
is also incorrect. The Catholiec Church
ho'ds, as decreed by Gregory VII and
the pontiffs who have followed him,
that the major Holy Orders are a ban
to matrimony. This papal mandate

renders the marrviage of a priest, dea-.

con. or sub-deacon, duly ordained, not
only unlawful, but null and void ac-
cording to the law of the land. The
- marriage of a prieat, deacon,. oT. sub~
deacon . i8- regarded precisely in tha

' :nualmhtathamrﬂmotumm‘

In this way he prevented con-

ed person whose husband or wite is Iive
ing. In the sight of the Church it is
concubinage, and not matrimony.
Those who recelve the major Holy
Orders place it beyond their power to
contract matrimony, but, as explained
before, no vow of celibdty iz taken.
‘This class of priesthood i3 known as
secular—thocsa vq;o are directly under
the’control of thé bishops, and net In
the monastic orders or minor relig-
fous communities.

The monastic orders take solemn
vows of poverty, chastity, and abedi-
ence, Many of the religious take the

wow of chastity snd obadlance to their
superiors, but do not include the vow,
of voluntary poverty. These are de-
liberate promises to God, and as such
there is no power in the Church to
dispense them. They are as binding on
the minor degrees of the sacerdotal lifs
as on the ordained priests or the con-
secrated bishop. In many religious
communities there is a class known
as the lay brothers, who are not des-
tined for the priesthood, but who live
under the same rule and make the
same vows. The breaking of these
' vows is as grievous a sin for the lay
brother, who is not a priest and will
| never be a priest, as it is for the man
i who has received the sacredotal
orders. No better explanation can be
given of the status of celibacy in the
Roman Catholic Church. This holds
true, also, as regards the vows of
chastity taken by women in religious
orders.

A small branch of the Church which
acknowledges the supremacy of St
Peter and his successors differs in re-
gard to the law of cellbacy. This di-
vergence hag existed from the first ages
of the Church. At the council of
Nicaea, 314 to 3256, a. d., some of the
bishops resisted the attempt to impose
a life of celibacy on the clergy. His-
tory says they yielded a point, howev-
er to their Western brethren, and con-
sented to the regulation that no man
could marry after ordination. It was
permissible for a deacon to marry.
About the fifth century this concession
was withdrawn, and only a sub-deacon
was allowed to contract matrimony.
The Eastern rite permits the marriagd
of sub-deacons. It is a custom in the
seminaries under this control to per-
mit candidates for Holy Orders to leave
the seminary before they have taken
deacon's orders and to contract mar-
riage. This permission is not always
availed of; indeed the proportion Is
becoming less and less every year.
The marriage must be contracted with
a virgin. To marry a widow would bs
a bar to ordination. Nor cap a second
marriage be contracted. This prac-
tice, while permitted is not encouraged,
and the bishops are never selected from
among the married clergy. These
priests are restricted in their marital
intercourse, are permitted to say Mass
only under certain conditions, and are
expected to practice some trade or lu-
crative occupation, aside from thelr
pastoral duties, in order to support
thelr families.

Since the rumor concerning the per-
mission extended to the South-Ameri-
can priests to break the law of celi-
bacy, it has frequently been said that
the Pope had no power to rescind this
esgtablished order—that it would re-
guire a council of the Church. This t8
another error growing out of a miscon~
ception of the discipline which prevails.
| Leo XIII. has the same power to
withdraw this order that Gregory VII.

had to issue it. Nothing, however, I8
more unlikely. The South-American
 priests do not desire and have never
' petitioned for such a dispensation.
 Through the prelates which direct
them they sent their wishes to Rome
last spring A council was held in the
|Vatican, and there it was decided to

take measures to re-enforce all the dis- ,

ciplinary regulations which have made
the Roman Catholic priesthood such a
power for good. It 18 safe to predict
that should Leo XTII. issue such a rad-
ical order. not one in ten thousand of
the Catholic priesthood would take ad-
vantage of this permission.

In the early Christian times the
principles which induced the Church to
| exhort her priesthood to practise celi-
i bacy were, first, that they might serve
God with undivided hearts and liberty
of action; second, that being called to
the altar, thay should lead a higher
life—that of sacrifice, which is holier
' than that of marviage. Taking Holy
- Orders has never in any age of the
Church been compulsery. Those who
! were permifted to undertake the mys-
tery of God knew through a long nove
itiate that they must deny the fiesh in
order to be worthy teachers. In the
Apostolic times, as in our own tines,
those who entered the ranks as a
ghepherd did so with open eyes and
comprehending all necessary sacrifices,
; The priesthood of to-day is as willing
as the men who heard the words of
' the Apostle of the Gentiles when he
praised in the highest terms the great-
ness of the virtue of coutinence. The
modern priest, just as the ancient, fol-
lows in the footsteps of John the Be-
loved Disciple. He devotes himself to
& nobler cause than the amassing of
worldly goods that his family may live
in comfort. His bride is the Church,
the kindly mother of the poor, who are
his family. A man who takes such
obligations knowingly, and with com-
 prehension of their beauty and grane
deur, will not Hghtly renounce them,
Cellbacy is thé bLrightest Jewel in
the crown of virtue which should adorg
the priestly brow.

'
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~ THE POPE'S BIRTEDAY,

Last Friday was the 90th birthday
of Pope Leo XIIl. He was horn in
Carpineto, Italy, March 2, 1810. He
had four brothers, and two sisters.

He and his brother, who was afler~
ward a Cardinal, were educated at the
Jesuit College of Viterbo, where he
spent about five years. Afterward he
studied seven years at the Roman Col-
lege, He was noted throughout his
college course for his application and

talentsﬁlnh_xg many prizes. Joachim
admitted in the College of -

Nobles in 1835. He had already re-
ceived minor orders the yesar previous.
He was made a sub-deacon and deacon
in December, and, on the last day of
the year 1837, was ordained a priest
by Cardinal Odescaichi.

By the advice of C@-dinal Sala, his
protector and friend, the young priest
and prelate, Mgr. Pecci, resolved to de-
vote himself to the service of the
Church in the civil or diplomatic de-
partment and soon after he was ap-
pointed as delegate to the Province of
Benevento. This province was the ref-
uge of brigands and criminals from the
reighboring States and was in a de-
plorable rondition, but the energy,
wisdom and firmness of the young del-
egate, as well as his fearlessness, de-
feated the brigands and some of the
nobles who were no better, made the
laws respected and gave all protection
to their persons and property.

Pope Gregory praised the young del-
sgate for the reforms he had cavried
out and the good results he had ob-
tained, and King Ferdinand, of Naples,
invited him to visit his court and re-

celve public proof of the royal eateem. !

Megr. Peccl spent three years in Benev-
ento, and was appointed delegate to
Spoleto, but was changed immedliately
to a more important appointment at
Perugia. After eighteen months he
was appointed Nunclo to Brussels, and,
on Jan. 28, 1843, he was consecrated
Bishop, having the title of Archbishop
of Damfetta.

The same fearlessness and senss of
justice which made him so successful
in Benevento was displayed as Nunclo
at Brussels, and gave strength to the
Bishops and people against “the at-
tempts of the government, controlled
and influenced by the enemies of re-
ligion. He remained in Belgium three
years and was then appointed Arch-
bishop of Perugla. The Cardinal Arch-
bishop of Mechlin éxpressed his eternal
gratitude to him in 8 letter full of
love and praigse, and King Leopold- con-
ferred on him the grand cordon of the
Order of Leopold and wrote-a letter
full of praise and recommending Mgr,
Pecel in the highest terms to Pope
Gregory XVL

Mgr. Pece! did not return immedl-
ately to Italy, but made & %tour of Ger-
many, Austria and England, making
the acquaintance of Cardinal Wiseman
{in London and being pregented to
Queen Victorla. He spent three weeks
in Paris and returhed to Rome to find
Gregory XVI. dead and the memboers
of the Sacred College assembled for
the election of his successor, who took
the name of Pius IX. Mgr, Pecocl
was created Cardinal in Petto on the
19th of January, 1846,  but did not re-
aeive the Robe until Dec. 19, 1853,
Mgr, qucciis term of office was wvery
stormy because he was brought face to
face with revolution in 1849 and again
in 1860. His whole carZZr at Perugia
was that of a holy bishop, full of zeal
for the glory of God and the salvation
of souls. Many feforms were made
and many improvemsnts were carried
out.
two years and was then appointed by
Pius IX. as Camerlengo on the 21sat of
September, 1877.

The duties of the Camerlengo are to
manage the property of the Church, to
keep wateh over the doings of the city
magistrates, to provide for the safety
of the State, to keep up the military
forces of the Holy See, to be ready for
war and maintain peace, to have spec-
regard to finances which 18 the
sinew of all publlc affairs. He is ap-
pointed for life. On the Tth of Feb-
ruary 1878, Pius IX. dled and the
Camerlengo went to verify the death,
Touching the forehead of the dead
Pope he called three times, “John!
John! John!” then, turning to those
present, made the formal anunounce.
ment. “The Pope is dead.” The fir«
sherman’s ring wag removed from the
fiuger of Plus and given to Cardinal
Pecei, who then vas in control of every
department in the Church until the
conclave on the 20th of Iebruary,
when he was chosen to be the Viear
of Christ on earth and head of the

Church. He chose the title of Lieo

XTI because he venerated the memory
of Leo XIL

Hoffman’s Catholic Directory for
1000 will be complete in a few days,
Tt will show the Catholic population of
the country to be over 10,000,000, Axn
effort was made this year to obtain
statistics regarc}m\g
new possessions, the Philippines, Cuba
and Porto 3, but Archhishop Chap-
elle and shnp Blenk advised against
it, as it was {mpossible to obtain ace
curate statistics, Hach yearon the {xe
suance of the Catholie Directos

pute hreaks out ag to the asceu 0:-\

the statistics of the Cathelic popud
tion. Inasmuch as these figures are
obtained from the Bishops of the dio-
cese, the blame for errors must He on
them., The greatost pains are taken
to secars ACCUFACY.

“I am about ¢o renew my acquay

ance wita old friends,” remarked ' *b-

stir; as he opendd tlw latest bud'xet oL' ;
new jokes, >

The fellow m ﬁm or his wmr

must ﬁequentl
ewitiles, ¥y put m: with m

mhanmhurnofwuhemjt
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the Church in our
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HE VISITS MONTREALON !NV!TAT!ON
OF PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS,

©

. .
The Unfortanste Renegade Undertook to

of Xis Bandom Uttoranoces.

{From Montreal True Wimena.)
It would ‘ba - inpmesibls—fors
Ignore the fact that the “Rev.” Mr.
0'Connor, a pervert Catholia prieat,
of New York city, is at prossnt holding
& misslon—for whom or to whom we
cannot say-—-in this city. We call him
*Mr.* O'Connor, as he has expressed
his dislike for the prefix “Father,” and:
claims that the other title suita him
better. We know that imimediately af-
ter Rev, Father Younan's mission to
non-~Catholles, in 8t. Patrick’s Church,
the impression crented waas such that |
& number of reverend geontlemen, o8-
pecially of the Presbyterian persunasion,
resalved that it was pecessary £0 coun-
teract the influence of the Paullxt's |
preaching, by holding & mission for
Catholics, in order to axplain to théem
the teachings of Protestantiame—as P~
ther Younan had explained to Protest-
ants the teachinge of the Catholic |
Church, Certainly, this was the inten.
tion of the ministers when they iovited |-
“Mr.” 0'Connor to come -and denm r.
seriea of lectures.

Wae contess that we had nntlclmm
something bordering, At least, on Tea-
ton from a man who ham neceasarily
received a good education, who must§-
have studied .philosophy, lncludlnc
logic, and who could not have be. }
come a priest without having muﬁb

a course of dogmatic and moral the- |

ology. But judgiog from the lengthy '
and to a great extent verbatim, re- |’
ports of his lectures, or sermons, we/
must come to the conclusion that ha |
; has either forgotten all thet he tad

over learned, or elee he #findi it ins

compatible with his present ecirotim<: Bo

stances to talk rationally. Asssrtion
ia not proof, declamatfon {s not ar
gument. and und n. censure’is - nch
convincing The revarend .
gentlemean who bgouxht g ] O'Gom
nor here must feel kesnly thelr diwe
appointment. The pm,, nlgxt, Tast-
Sunday, curlosity to:
proacher brought' such a cro\'td« thut
many bad to be turned um
count of lack of apace, - M
seen and heard him, and. tm th! “mh(i
night the attendance may ba ‘julgsd
from these words of “‘Mr.” O’Qonnow.—s
, "I fear that the peopls who hm
| come here hawve bean atmﬁt&d Tw
cortain amount of curiosity
msn. Well, afl I say
10 horns and no hoofe. I 1go} Q]ﬂﬂn
overyday sort of man, don't It m
tho misfortune to bs & Roman Oa
priest at one period of my life. -
alternoon, I had to distribute ait ms‘f
books, see all the peopls; and do all”
thotalklng I came here to’ um.
but I cannot do good unless the people
aro responsive and unlesg they come-to -
heor me, - T did not leave the tilg clty
down below to preach to stone \uu
This 1s suraly d!sooura:l
Good “Mr.” 0'Connor, but we
way surprised, He was enmad
Tecture for a certain object, for &
i)hurgm and he commencea zty

“Someo - peopla expect
hers to offset the AR
ther Younan,: -I‘ to 4

He remalned at Perugla thirty. -

| argumentl. X would

stock of the worl
~=tliey laugh at t

We have no Intent!
appreciation of “Mr.”
aarks; in fact, he dos& not
possible for any person to-da
Is 16 sequence, or no connec
no meaning, or no songe ix his 1
tirades againit the Cathollc

hur '
and it fa clear that he owes the empty: Ot.u' ‘ ar&t ﬁx

church, on the second end sulmegtient
nights to his own failure to meet th

expoctations of those who brought him
tio had |

to Montreal, Any Protestant w
lstened to Father Younan an
Bhear “Mr.” O'Connox could no
to note the awfyl abyss that
between the two men, dnd esp
between the Church of Rome L
plalned by the former, and M toe
Drosented by the latter. It needs. :;pr
exceptional talent to endble an
g}ﬂsﬁa' % to disﬁnguiah betwae .

0, |

I what wé Have 6 tar Sdva;
wers not suficfént reason for the
'solute failure of wuch a wHipn of
a migsion, his own announcement:
St. Qabriel's Church, would . fore

Xkill his chanices of even an ttentivy

of Father Y

audience, Speaking :
: “Mp” O’COnno

mnan and himself.
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turn from k!m tu the more mm
aftairs of life. We have nelther
nor inclination to hotkér with his
dom utterances,. We fesl &
sincere pity for thé man, . I}
solutaly hardened into o dibeliet T
that he onos held n.md, hig-fate &
ot an enviable ona: a.mt h !tm
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himself. His altruisto {8 of the miost . }inémi&

comprehensive type. It 18 the ¢hiifel
tor the chureli.  The churchhor‘ e

sverythl
hive 1t benﬁveryﬁhwg /
g gt Father O'Cosinor hias
ciilar chureh n Nese.
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that he owned slleglanes
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' .‘ eénterence. all: 3n° one.”
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