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' ,‘ Jantio pacsset, and a scaman in the uni-

Witk & smile aud a littlo color and was

your life, not a syllable of what you
<7 kwew,"" he sprang his lips to my how
- " sad kissed me as viclently as he had
- msoments he stood oconsidering, and

N . u

. oomoe and boping that it might prove

. met meaning to stop.

moad, for the Mchook wheu the frigate

. ;mess on the bubble that splita woilst

. lautenant sprang to the

" mb the wheel: yet eight bluejsckats in

‘f aad wix, thought I; so here is the ship
“ds oharge of fourteen Royal Naval suii-

: 'm to my unhappy stepfather, yet I

" low vaige:

‘ wnr own counsel.
. ‘what you knowr.

. ROAY mako me & conviot for life As

*
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- ¥a stared with his eyea glowing with
4he fires of suspicion. His face then
' ‘yelaxed. Ho brongbt his hand down
#0 heavily upon my sboulder as to paln
" me, and exclaimed, slowly, and 1n a

““Laurs, as you value your life, kesp

Say pothing of
It you do—think
e migbt prove your eovidencs that

A it- st ald b, “atuttéring
hoarsely and breatt ing swiftly, 'things
eare not at their worst Thay allow
ma to remain an board! So wuch the
better!” Hi» whole fz~~ faded ibw
wrinkles as with a endden griv of maa-
sma. Then repeating, °**As you valuoe

saluted mo with his hand. For some

-thei went to his cabin a little unstead-
{ly, &8 thoough his visivo had been
and 1 walked about the
oahiz weaiting for what was next to

the youug lisutenant.

CHAPTER XL
LIEUTENANT JERVER, R N.

I grow wesry of being alone, and as
my etopfather kept hiddon in his berth,
X stapped on deck to take a look aronnd,

The first sight my eye went to was
tha vreck of what is oalled the misz
sen-top gallant mast hanging alofs; the
sails npon it yard wore eot. A few
blue-jackets dangled in the rigging,
outting and hacking and clearing the
moss away. It was this trilling pleco
of wrrooking, Dpo doubt, that had
Mrought my stepfather to a ohange of

sens that shot, was within  easy ball-
img reach, and in the roaring smoke of
» single brondside the olipper might
hiave made as wagio an oxit as her like

yeou look.
Thoy had trimmed en'l opon the At

form of the Navy stood at the whosel
What a smart fellow he looked in his
olexn dress, oanrolsesly solling his
fignye, and the beds of clond astern set
him sharp upon tho eye. This made
the third crew the Mohook tind shipped
sinoo she sailed from the Thames.
Istood in the companion, but the
saan at the wheel oalled to mo to step
aft out of tho way of the stuff aloft,
this brought the attention of the lisu-
teoant to me, Ho was at tho rail with
oup foot stirroping & ooil of rope. Ho
mroked his chin wistfully, and watoh-
#d intantly tho frigate as though someo-
thing wos happaning aboard that fixed
Jeis sight; yot turned on the helmsman
oalling, and seaing me creotod himself

ooming.

At that instant & gun was fired
abeard the frigate, and a stream of
. flags Quttercd balf-mast bigh., The
flag-chest,
- oleazly undemstanding the meaning of
- the Crigate's signal, which was in the
- Juuting of the Nary, and picking
. eat the long thim triangular flag that s
=" oalled the aunswering pennant, in the
.Kamhunt sorvioe, rain aloft, shouting
#e his mon to back the maintopsail.

There weze five men aloft and one

mdiame to the lieutanant’s call came
‘$0-the braces with a nimbloness that
- "gtws wasing afber the floandering and
- 4umbling of the *longshore gentry; they
%mnsht tho eails to the mast in silenoe;
, 3e merchautman’s song regaloed tho ear,
M 0o whistle took ita placa. Eight

g%, dommanded by a lisutenant who, [ |
. should toink, is one of the handsomest .
,ﬂel of the breed.

1 stood om the quarter watching him
tlhzﬁ. whilst he eyed the procedure |
the eailm a% she braces, and though

6 mrat prove of terrible signi-

that aort of shape wnich ardeat young
think beantiful in females. The
age had not teased my good looks.
The widshipman having delivered his
message with a balf shy, half gallant
laok at me, said sumething to the hen-
topant, and dropped over the side
langhing heartily; the boat then pull-
aed away to the frigate which, after
hoisting her to her place, filled upon her
canvas and to my great surprise slowly
rounded and headed away in the exact-
1y opposite direction we bad been pur-
sning.
‘‘ls she leaving us?'' I cried after
the lientonant bad given instrvctions
for trimning the canvas of the Mohouk,
_ “Yes," sald he, stepping up tou we,
*‘we have uow to find cur way to
Kingston, Jamaica, alone.’
**Where is she going?’’
*To pick up the passengers left on
the Great Salvage Island.'’
I started and may bave turned pale,

and oxolaimed, **Who told them of
thore people?’’
“Youn see,’’ says he, observing me

very gravely, ‘“That you kept on board
for the ccnvenienocuv.of cooking yoar
food, one of the original crew uf this

obip
“Phe cook' 1 exolaimed.

“The cook,'’ he answered ‘‘He was
transferred along with the gaug who
soized chis ahip and has told, or pro-
fessoa to have told, all he knows to
tho captala of the frigate. '’

**W hat has he told?’’

“No more than jot know, certain-
ly," says he laughing, ‘‘and perhaps a
good deul less than you know. But
ynu need not fear belng questioned by
me ip future. You sse the Mohock is
an Atlantio liner bound to New York.
She was seized, the original orew,
saving the mwaster and the cook, were
torned out of her, and the passengers
landed on the rock youder frigato’s
bound for.'’

**What else did the cook say®"’

“He was detnoined against bws will to
dress the viotuals for the scoundrols,
and your stepfather was kept tn navi-
gato this ship to one of the Bahama
Cays where the rogunes proporerd to dis-
charge her of 98,000 pounds in gold.”

*“It is trone, every word,' said L

**What wade your stepfather aot as
if he weoro one of tho pirates™’

1 patted the deck with my foot,
thinking a moment, and apswered,
**His mnind bas beov unbiuged by his
troubles. He was afraid 1if be fell into
your hands he wouald be implicated and
chared with the seizure. 'ie basre-
pentedly asked me what he should do
if found in charge of this ship with a
gang of villians for a crew Who would
beliove he had been forced?®"’

*‘He sbould.bave shuwn me his pa-
.. (3]

**Ifar all I know the macn may have
obliged hun to destroy them '’

**Not likely,'' he vxclaimed, with a
littlo wwpatiepce.  ‘*But, even so,
would pot he as an hopest man be glad
of the security a ship-of -war provided
him with, and bs thankful to heaven
for an oppurtunity to recuver his ves
sal and her valuable cargo ont of the
hands of a mob of Newygate humorists®'
**Ho may bo glad and thankful, as
you say. "’

He luoked at me with amnaoment,
pot nnnnzed with admtration, theu let-
ting his eyos go tn the frigate, he ox-
claimerd, *1s not she a benuty® How
ber bosomns swalls and bronthgs—it 8
1ife {tgelf. Those stern windows migl.t
be solid damonds: how gloriously thoy
flash.  Poor old girl, whon shall I see
you agnin?’’ Ho kissed his hand to her.
Her canvas floated soft as vapour in
a lagoon of the windy blue: tho wide
aky was loaded with huge swollen
ahapes of oloud which seemed to sleep
despite the wind, the body of the fri.
gate showed black and sharp asshe rose
with tha swell, and every pnow and
again & flash of wet rusty light broke
from the foaw that washad her ocoppor;
and you esomed to listen fur the sound
of a gun.

‘‘What {8 her name?'’ said I.

‘“The Trojan,'" he replied, delivor-
ing the word with laughing emphasis,
as though he wounld make much of it
‘‘Apd what is your nawe?’’
“Lisutwnant Frank Jervis, Migs
Hﬂ’eﬂ- [ 2]

‘‘Lord 8t Vinocent lives near Canter-
bury, I believe,’’ said L

‘“Trust every Jervia under that shin-
ing o olaim relationship with Lord
8t. Vinoevt,'* he answered.

Bomething obliged him to leave me.
1 would not seew in a hurry, and
watched a wet squall smoking some lit-

-le distance to the rignt of the frigate;
a spark ar to of lightning spat from it,
aud I thought I heard thunder. I
then entered the salcon and knocked
on the door of the Captain’s berth.

‘““Who's that'?" he cried.

“It's I, Laura Hayes, and withont

awik-d oould mot but drink in a asigh of
oliet wiiem I thought of that
o oroatere Owen. with his
op Tosks, ax. safe in the fri-
in A goal, and replaced by

wondemd why the Hen-

‘hmr his name and that of
3 M o0 looking as he stared
.mﬁl cutter or gig approach.
the sam of war that had like-

and a midshxpman

i iaﬂhmmm was a fine bronzed
» and all the time
ito i eyes were
¥ mor him.
tioned in
nd. ‘months
they be
of Hkm ao
lish for oven
itionae from
e
Fifh -

: is!’x"

dy.
uek:pome to speak fo me. I | D@

ttle boat hed !
i tc. &,@”ﬂl D;Q am;v m’”sﬁe tonant,*’ said L

waiting I passed in, and found him
standing in his shirt at the cabin win-
dow; bhe looked aa though just awaken-
ed from a deep roverle, and the start
of the first azarm was in tho eyes he
taraed upon me.
‘“What have you come to say?’’ says
whipping round, and thrusting his
hands in his trousers’ poockets. ‘I
don't want to be advised, nor re-
proached, nor even addressed for the
matter of that.” .

‘1 have been talking with the lien-

“Do you kmow the frigate has left
us'?

“Has she?**he roplied, with a dark
ta0e of sullen indifference.

*“The cook, who was ope of ' ori-
ginal orew, has given the whu, ~tory
g0 far as he knows it, to tha command.-
er, and they have started to take the
passengers off the Great Salvage. The
cook krows 0o more of your share in
this business than any of the first
orew,** ¢« wtinued 1, softeping my
voice “Ha has told thew you were
foresd by the roguos who secized the
‘Mohock to navigate ber.  ‘This 38 be.
ltevea, sﬂa you are therefors an nne.

ii ¢ho Houtenant’s dyes.”
9 caro with y‘(m‘ “talg
niwfst_ i Apodent **

a8 much as I was used to, and we sat

terest to make you appear €0, ay au
events, You are my stepfathor.

“Aund that is all.”’

1 kept silenos a bit while he stood
walching me a8 thoogh suwwing me
ap, [ then sald: *'You are an inno-
cent an whilst you are on  board the
ship. There is no living creature in
her, suving myself, that can whisper g
word agaiust yon. Yoa will go ashore
froo the vessel’'s arrival as an innooant
mwan, and then you do asyou pleass,*’

‘‘Take your adviece tothe devil, tor
Gud' sake!” he roared. . “"He may want
it I dou’'t. What! A chit to come
to mwe hers——"" SBuwne conoeit bruke
in. and he luaghed loud and barshly.

“Whes your advice van help me,
I'N usk you for 1g."’

[ thought him sickeningly diccourte-
ous as 1 stepped out of his berth. Per-
hap» his behavior was due to my speech
and wanver, when he came into the
saloun after the frigate bad broaght the
Mobuck to after woundiug her.

1 killed sorne time in brushing my
bair and changing my dress. It was
then nearly dark, with a very preity
spirited play of delicate violet lightning

bole,  The wind was fwlhing. Every
sound bad a lazy creaking note, and
the ship, bereft of her spirit of life
rolled wearily and slespily apun the
long swell.
and fuund the cabin skylight stall gile
with the light lowing over the bows
out uf the west, and was sarprised to
flud the cloth laid, and well laid. The
oabin lamps glowed. Covers weare
laid for three at the hoad of the table.
Q(lass und silver sparkled, and whilst
I luvked I saw a man-of-warsman with
bis hair oarwfully sweared over his
uTuw, vome vat of the pauiry with a
cruet stand, and survey she table with
the anxiety uf a head walter.

Whilst 1 lovked the livutenant ap-
peared 1n the bactoh. “‘Well, Jack,"
says he, ‘'how are yon getting on”"’

"’I‘hut's as goud a jub as l can make
ot 1t uir’

*“There should be plenty The ship's

fall, and 1 wunderstand she oarried a
nowmwber of ‘'tweendek passengers.
Bear a hand with the grub! [ dudn’t
koow how hungry I was till [ lovked
at this table.’

Then he saw me ‘‘Pray, Misy
Hoyus, where's your father:

**In h1s cabin.

**Bofure we dine, snid he, **l should

liko t0 have & foew wourds with Captan

ovdr the sea far off throogh the port- |

1 looked into the saloon, |

|

not loag out. The coops are faily | 11ght as youder, and behiud was the

Binclair.

1 knocked on my stepfather’s door,
not wsensible as 1 passed the livuten-
ant in the glowing hight of the lamps
that his vyes wandered over my figura

the deck, enving that he was unouv- |
ored.

‘‘Livatenant Jervis wants
to you, said [

**Captatn, sald the young lieutenant
in a frank, gay manner, as though full
uf goud spirits and happy 1 bis change
of slup and experiency, " “"what cabin
can | take without 1nconveniencing
anybody aft. '’

*“You are {n command hore: yon
have but tu chuuse, "' auswered the Cap-
tan.

**Woull, I'll not deprive yom of yuur
cabin, anyhow,' said the 1icvenant
*Alll require is the lvan of your sex-
tant and the use of yuur chrousometor |
and oharta.’

**When the frst matoe was tarned
out uf the ship,” said Captain Sinclatr,
“he left behiud bum all the sea furm-
tunre you'll need, saving the chronome-
ter and charts '’

**This was bhis oabin,'* said I, walk-
ing to it, heartily vexed by my step-
father's rude manner.

‘‘Ises,'’ said the Captain ns the
lieutenant foilowed me, '‘that three
places have been laid at that able. For
whom, sir?"

‘‘For you and for your stvpdanghtar
ond myself,”” answered the officer.
‘*“No need to trouble yourself eo far
a8 1 am concerned, '’ answered the Cap-
tain with bis grimmest look, apd in
his 1ioiest, mast repellant manner. ‘I
am no longer concerned in this ship
8ince you are good enough tn grant me
the use of my oabin, I'll live in it with
your leave till we reach pnrt. Nor
will I require your men to wait upon
me. The food I need I ocan myaelf
prooare.”’

““It seoms a pity——"'' began the
lieutenant, looking at him compassion-
ately.

*‘Ay, a pity indeed"’ burst oot wmy
stopfather. ‘“That was the chief offi-
oer’s cabin’’

He indicated $ with bis clenched
fist, and without another word olosed
the door upon himself.

The lieutenant made no remark, and
I was glad to hold my pesce. He en-
tered Mr. Gordon’s oabin and stayed
gome time looking round. When he
came out he said all be should find
necessary was there saving the ohronv-
metera. Perhaps the Captain would
lend him one? We then st down to
dinper. I oall this meal dimner for
it came nearer to that sort of repast
shan to the suppers we used to get be-
fore the ship was seized. A man-of-
warsman had cooked, and done his
work finely. Hesentus a very good
dish of bproth, roast fowl, and boiled
bacon, He had boiled some vegetables
too, so that what with these things and
the cold meats and the pleasant little
surprise of & damson pie, with a very
good dry dessart routed out by the
blue-jacket who aoted as steward, I
never enjoyed a meal more in all my
life.

And then there was the company of
the young ufficer! Jack after waiting
ably and briskly left us. He bad puta
decanter of gherry upon the table, and
the lientenant rose to open a pint bot-
tle of champagne for me. I eaid no
very earnestly, having already taken

to speak :

over the desseit wunder tho skylight
talking, sometimes watching the stars

*{amoks of et lightuing. ... .

My steptather looked out, clad as for |

* pour hung 1n the smoky obiseurity,
~you louked at them straight, and then

in the skylight vanish in & vaat blue |

7 young offioer aft; then ¢

was very glad he xept away. wDLISE
the lieatenant talked to me perhaps it
would come as a little damp to my
gpirits to think of the C(‘aptaiz alone
jn his cabin, a brokenbearted man
bound to a port where they wonld make
a felov of him if he did pot take my
advice and vanish on his arrival. Yes
I knew how it would bave been had he
dined with us I had never sat in com-
pany with a more delightful young fel-
low than Lieutenant Jervis. He wasa
born gentleman, with all the easy grace
of the sra 1n his bearing. He had o
merty laugh, wonderful white teeth,
and played his dark eyes so finely that
half his ibeaning lay in their turns and
leers Beyond enquiring aboot the
passenyers, the character of the mates,
aud the like, he asked no questions
abs-ut the voyage.

Many would have thought his talk
fiavolous, he tuld me of bunt-balls at
homs, routs and high )inks and fine
dinner parties in the West Indies, ard
it was as agreeable as reading a news-
paper to listen to him.

Indesd I was already siok of ships
and the scenery and treachery of the
sva aud the conduot of sailors, and {6

did me guud to bear this youny man | pe

‘talk of dancing, of the amusements
they contrived for thewmselves in the fri
gate, and saoh things. He looked at
the olck after we had bLeen over an
hour at table, and exclalined

“*Will your stepfather isl yon come
for a turu with me on dJdeck, Miss
Hayes?'

*I'll r1sk his objecting t anything
80 harmless, " said I, rwaang, and went
for muy hat.

Thy sea lonked as calm as grease,
black, and of a smoky appearance A
pale light was sbiring at cne of the
yard ariws,  and the reflection of it
worhed lihe a luminoos comicrew in
the water | asked tuo lieatenant
what 1t was

**A corposat,’’ saud he. *“Fires
kinalal by the bands of spinita. 1 was
aluft vuco and heard a rush of 1nvisible
pinlons. a light oame cluse—such a

drowned face of a sailur, very pale

- and faint.’

**A sailor in wu gs'’ sald L

**Of courss 1t wus the fluttering of
his loose trousers,’’ he ans wered.

Heo now wont to the whesl and look-

80 spite of the ugly look ont or aoor,
I got into my bunk and slept sweetly
and throughoot the night dreamt most
deliciously. In fact it was from one
of the choicest of those dreams, fra-
grant with he smell of the bridal
posegay, that I was aroused by a rap-
ping on the doox,

“*Sorry to disturb you, Miss Hayes,*’
8aid the voice of the young lieutenant,
when 1 had answered. ‘‘Is Captain
Sinclair here?”’

‘*No.”"

*‘Has he visited you in the night?**

“No.*

*‘His cabin door is open and—when
you are dressed will you come to me?"”

Rhis voice was cautious and plain-
tive, and my heart furebuded trouble.
1t was seven o’clook, a roasting shining
morning, a flat sea, and the heavens as
1 made ount filled with heavy masses of
white cloud. 8o then the thunderous
frown of last night’s weather had prov-
ed but the bully's scowl I dressed
quickly and found the lieutenant
walking up and down the saloon.

*‘I hate to be a bearer of ill news,®’
said he, ‘‘but I muss tell you we can-

not find jyour stepfather. We sas-
ot——"" {
““What* said I, feeling myself pale
and viewing him anxiously.

P .1t he bas made away with him- !
salf,”’

*11e had reason'' I involuntarily '
cried. **Why do you think that he bas
sommitted suicide?’’ i

*“He is not in the ship and must'
therofore be overboard. He must have
sjuuk overboard in a deliberate, saiai-
ial manner; the splash of him would
have been heard bad he fallen by acoi-
dent. Wo found his hat, waistocoat, and
vther garments in the mizzen chains,
as thougt ha nad unclothed himself to

securs the sllent dip of the unclothed
cakip "'

**Poor mman! Where have you lnok-
ed”’

**In every likely p'ace,’’ he answer-
ed ‘“‘He would have no motive in
hiding himself.’’

“*Nopa. '’

I ran my eye along the ocabins and
theu went to the ome my stepafther

od at the card, spiffed around the ssa, |
“the sight of those clothes than by the

guzing very earnestly, theu loft me to
sprak to a gigantic seaman who walked
11 the gnngway keeping a look oot
Their talhk rumbled. They evidently

debatud the weather aud the satl to be
{ kept on the shup. [t was o strange
nighs, s.d mountalnous  with graat

blovks of Liackness Between, the stars
sbube purely, but there was much
lghtomug, and about a unle off a squall
of wet without a feather rtir of air in

It wad shrtexiug in tumps of 108 and
| hoge ruin drops into the ocean; the fall
“was up nnd down, and the noise was

ke a scure of locumotives blowing off
Csteam

The hentenant asked permission to

light a cigar, and we paced the deck
tugether. I never cuuld have pictured
80 strango a might.  Ships of dim va
till

they disappeared. Lights gleamed out
upon the sea, as though thehering lan-
terns woere upheld by the feeble hands
of atarving tuon in open boats.  In the
olly blackness alungsude, evory time
the invisible heave made the ship stoup,
a marvellous tapestry of the cold ses
glow was kindled. Lisutenant Jorvis
and I leaned over the rail watching
this show fur a while. We saw in out.
lines of waning and gathering bright.
ne.s what seemed lika the tarrets of
castlen, heads of sea horses, trees and
fish, and many sights which were not
like the things they reminded us of.

In gulng alone to the skylight ¢o
look a$ the time, I spied the figure of
my stepfather passing through the sa.
ldun; be was in his shirt sleeves, was
ashy pale, and oarried a dish of food.
1 wondered why he should act so irra-
tionally. He would bave found the
lisutenant very guod company, been
troated as a gentlemau, ana led a very
comfortable life till we reached port,
where he oould Have sneaked away as
things stood.

I roamed about the deck with the
liountenant, greatly enjoviug his conver-
sation and society. He told me that
his father. a very aged man who lived
at Bath, was Rear-Admiral 8ir Thomas
Collingwood Jervis. Young as he was,
he appeared to have sean some active
sarvice, partioularly amongst slavers,
had received three musket-balls in his
legs, lost the tip of his lafe little finger,
and while telling me the story took me
to the binnacle lamp to show me a
scar at the back of his neck.

‘A gix-pound ball did that,’" sajd
he. ‘Had the aim of the gun been
trner by the diameter of its muzzle
only, this head would never hdve had
the hanor of inclining itsslf to you.'’

I wondered if he was married, but
aid not know how to get at that truth.
Sailors will not own they have wives
ashore when they are flirting with girls
at sea, |

I went below, after spending a very
pleasant evening, partook of some wine
and bisonits, and with a half glance
at my stepfather’s berth, arresting my
waik for an instant to the thought,
“Shall I knotk and bid him good-
night?'' I withdrew to my berth. It had
bean surprisingly quiet on deck. The
olonds appeared to have brokem and
sunk in masses of elusive dyes to the
water’s edge, where they floated like
giant toad stools and huge bushes, with
a sort of deceptive wreathing of lines of
thickness roupd about the horizon,
till the ship sedined encompassed in the
beart of what I oannot bré compare to
AD enormous vaporous corkscrew, be-
tween the spirals of which shone the
stars in two or three different colors,

whilst dry pale gleams, such as are
said to haunt charchyards, hugg low
down, and elsewhere the black-suarface

shdated fitfally in dim flashes ‘
But thore was a number of stout
bearts in—the- !omastta. and tnmm-

nad ased followed by the lieutenant.
tivre they had put the olothes they
tound in the mizzen chaina. They lay :
ou the deck, nearly a suit. I was in-
adefinitely more shooked and startled by

‘nows  The lientenant's tale had put a
faint image before me: but thoss
clothes enabled me to think of a

“‘stepfather put the value of a handful
) ammmlm. and daemed moﬂt

dirowned man 1 shoddreed and sigh-
a4 and chancing to look into a mirror
«ww myself very whita That mirror
was ocrowed over a sort of sea toilet
tnhle, and the thing ratehing my eye
1o na second, I picked 1t up: it was
\ «tter addressed to me. I opened
1t aud read this:
‘ **Ship Mohock.

‘‘Lagra,— | am a ruined man, and
whicth ever way 1 look 1 see nothing
but heggary and starvation. 1 have
hived for mauy years an hanorable
life, and now go to (3od to answer for
what | have done in my closing daya
My will 1s at home. All that I pos.
sess Y creditors mast seiza.  But I do
not expect they will trouble you until
the time when they think I should re-
tarn from New York, nor then 1if they
get news of the piracy of the Mohock.
They will await my return. You will
find 200 pounds in gold 1n the small
chast in the left of my cabin The key
of the chest is in the drawer of the
fable on whioh you find this letter.
Take the money, and with it return |
bhome in safety, and with the balapoe'
seoure, [ beg of yom, such little pos-l
sesstons and memorials at home, as'
your motber would wish yoa and your
sister to have. Farewell, Laura.
pot know it would vome to this or I
should not have brought you with me. '

—Amelius 8inoclair.’

My oeyes were dim before 1 arrived
ot the signature. 1 banded the lettur
to the lisutenant, who merely said:

‘“This puts the matter beyond all
donbt. Poor old ghap! I should have
foreseen it. I ought to have had him-
watched. His manner was very strange
yesterday.”®

He returned the letter to me, and
taking the key from the drawer, open-
od the chest, saying: ‘*We will make
gare of this money at onoce, Miss Hayes.
There's no such friend abroad as our
young Queen’s head in gold.”

He opsned the chest, and we saw a
soanty stock of wearing apparel, soiled
lineu, an odd shoe or two. Up in a
cornsr was a oanvas bag; a place had
been made for it; it stood so that the
oye should not miss it. The licutenant
took it up, and the instant he had it in
his hands I observed a lonk of te.nper
that was not wanting in archness an
wonder. He glanced at me, then looked
at the bag. On one side was written
in good bold figures 200 poubds. Om
the other side °‘‘For Laura with the
géame love she bore me."’ .

‘“There i8 no gold here, I fear,’’ saya
the lieutemaut, pulling ount a pocket
knife, and enipping the string that
noosed the bag, bhe poured on to the
deck about a pint of dried peas.

“He was mad, but mean too,’’ said'
the lientenant, after singing a bit of a'
song, and then tossing the bag into the
cheat and lefting the lid fall: ‘A
jolly stepfather’s joke. But stay!” he
oried, ‘‘How do you know this is not a .
ruse, that the real money is not some- |
where? He writes kindly and sincere-
ly. Shall I rammage for you?'’

I bowed my head being too exquisite~
ly mortified to speak, and going into
the saloon, sat down at the table, and
waited whilst the lieutenant hunted.

. “Never a stiver,” says he, coming
out with a ocheorful langh. ‘“'Tis,
strange, too. Most sea captains of his
sort carry loose cash to sea with them.*’

He went on deck to look after the
ship, and I to my oabin to improve my
toilet and prepare for breakfast. I
was never moro stung and humiliated |
in all wy life. It was not that I want-

doubly irrituting and offensive that
Licutenant Jurvis should see that my

qulck!

Ldid sont f!l't-l;"e.ct-l

calation of my sciontifio

to be insnited in s dymg bumaor oy
a piece of brutal cynicism beyond any-
thing I shonld have thought even he waa
oapable of. Bot it did me good.
Nothing could be more drastic to lay
to such griefl as I felt for mm. If I
had a tear now it was {o: myself.

1 put on a white muslin body trimnmed
with black. I found some black riband
in a box and trimmed my straw has
with it; then went on deck to look a¢
the morning. It was roasting and
silent: The sea was lixe stee! under the
sun, and the ship looked to rest in =
bed of liquid glass. A slight swell pnt
some life into her masts, and the shad-
ows of the the great white clouda
which burnt sunwards with all sorts of
golden and silvern splendors floated in
islands of violet upon thv sea and ro-
freshed the eye.

Lieatenant Jervis coming to the rafl
pointea to the mizzen channels, and
told me that was where they had
found the olothea [ looked down,shuad-
dered, and withdrew my head. A fit
of borror shook me then. The ship had
soarcely stirred throwgbout the lang
night. Some grease and mess that had
bean Soog
evening floated olose by. I thoaght
, that the body of my stepfather might
| rise and bang olose in the brilliane
cletu' brise even whilst I looked down,
.and it was that which aismissad me

, from the rail with a sick heart.

The wreck of the mizzen topgallent
mast had been cleared away, but the
ship carried a mutilated look aft
Whilst 1 steod oconversing with Lieu-
tenant Jervis abont my stepfather,
Jaock, with bis forehead of carefully
ameared hair, reported breakfast.

‘There’s no stage like shipboard for
astounding performances,’’ said the
lisutepant, as we seated ounrselves,
*‘only think what a theatre this axafs
has proved in a few weeks. '

“What's to happen next?*’ said 1.

“Oh, Kingtson, Jamaica, where we
ghall see you safely on board some
homeward bounder. But before we
part you must give me leave to oalk
upon you in England on my return. **

I felt the hot blood spring to =y
chaek whilst | bowed to him

(To be Continuned.)
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