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W. CLARK BUSSELI* 

He stared with bis eyea glowing with 
the fixes of snsploion. His faoa .baa 
Wiaied. Ho brought bis bund down 
fO heavily upon my bboalder as to pain 
me, and .exclaimed, slowly, and In a 
low voioa 

"Laura, as yon ralue your life, keep 
jour own counsel. Say nothing o. 
what yon know. If you do—think. 
It might, prore your evidence Chat 
May make me a oosviot for life. Ai 

asrir'tttsssi'Tfllld he, "teutteriha" 
hoarsely and breathing swiftly, "tbingi 
are not at their worst Tbay allow 
xnn to remain on board I So rauob tbi 
batter!" Hi- wbole far- fade* inn 

wriakles as with a sndden grin of mad-
Mas. Then repeating, "As yon value 
yWW life, not a syllable of what yon 
k » » w , " lie spraug his lips to ray b»ow 
M i kissed me as violently as be bad 
tainted roe with MB hand. For some 
SBassents °0 stood considering, and 
titw* went to hia cabin a little unstead­
i ly , as though his v'siun bad been 
4 inmad, and I walked about the 
«abi« waiting for whet was naif to 
ooane and hoping that it might prove 
tea j o o o g Hanceuaat 

p# 

OHAPTEB XL 
LIEUTENANT JEB«» , A H. 

I grew weary of being alone, and as 
3»y stepfather kept bidcluu in hia berth, 
X stepped on deck to take a look axonnd, 
ajefc meaning to atop. 

The first sight my eye went to was 
taa wreck of what i s callod the mix* 
Mat-top gallant mast hanging aloft; tho 
Mi l l npon its yard were sot A few 
bloe-jaoketa dangled in tho rigging, 
cutting and backing and clearing the 
mesa away, i t was this trifling pieoo 
«f wreoking, no doubt, that bad 
Isoagbt roy stepfather to a obange of 
•mood, for the Mohock when the frigate 
•ant that ahot, was vrithin easy bull-
l a g reach, and In the roaring smoke uf 
a> tingle broadside tha. dipper might 
bare made as magic an osit aa her like 
ASM on the bobble that splits wiiila. 
y#a look. 

Mjey had trimmed sa«l upon the At­
lantic pnoner, and a seaman in the uni­
form of the Navy stood at the wbnel. 
What a smart fellow he looked in his 
clean dress, carelseoly rolling hia 
figure, and the beds of clond astern set 
ni t s sharp npon the ova This made 
the third crow tho Mohook had ahippod 
ainoo she aallnd from thu Tbnmea. 

I stood in tho oompnulon, bnt the 
Man at tho whool aailod to mo to step 
• f t oat of tho way of tho stuff aloft, 
this brought the attention of tho lien-
tenant to me.. Ho was at tho rail with 

! one foot atirraplng a ooil of rope. Ho 
•moked hia chin wistfully, and w at ch­
ad intently tho frigate aa though somo-
t U a g waa happening aboard that fixed 
fcia sight; yot turned on tho helmsman 
calling, and seeing me erootod himself 

tifMtfei * smile and a little color and was 
ooating. 

At that instant % gun waa fired 
•beard the frigate, and a stream of 

. l a g s fluttered half-mast high. Tho 
lisutenant sprang to the uag-abest, 
okarly understanding tho moaning of 
tn<a frigate's signal, which waa in the 
Iwnticg of the Nary, and picking 

. «Qt the loog thks triangular flag that is 
called the answering pennant, in the 
JCerohnnt BOX?ioo, rain aloft, shooting 
4* hia men to baok the maintopaail. 

Thare were five man aloft and one 
• t t t i e wheel: ye t eight bluejaakcts in 
•bedienoe to the lieutenant's call came 
totbe braoea wi th • nimbloness that 

—Waa amasing after the floundering and 
- %tnbli&g of the 'longshore gentry; they 

sxenght the saila to tho n u t in sdlenoe; 
, atemerohimtinajB'ssoDgrogalod the ear, 

J n i no whistle took its place. Eight 
* a d aix, thought I; so here is the ship 

; l a ofaargo of fourteen Royal Naval -sail-
•mv commanded by • lieutenant who, I 
afaould tnink, i s one of the handsomest 

jBMeof the breed. 
X stood oa the quarter watohing him 

aakaet, whilst b« eyed the prooedore 
«t toe sailers at the braoea, and though 
I perfectly well understood this ohange 
« f fortttao mr<Jt prove of terrible aigni-
flojwoe to my unhappy stepfather, yet I 
• w a I ooul i aot hot drink in a aigb of 
Mewed, relief whea I thought of that 
•J jp lr i ib le oroatare Owen, with his 
jtMiCRf saaof laesuv aja sate in the fri-
M t o i w i f in a goal, and replaced by 

, Mjpalonaitt' ̂ "err|a, ; 
\ r^reewiay I wondeswd why the lien-
/•saaat^diO.*Qfcf»me t o speak to me. I 

Ss*tedtO) know hia name and that of 
h* tVigate; tOf on looking aa he stared 

' I ^ e a ' a a w a U c u t t e r o r g i g approach-
j a i « t » w the Man of war that had like-

- ^ t e J t p t e to; th,elittle boat was washed 
ittroagh i t ut feoth by s ix oars. She 
g n e w * the aide, and a midHfaipinan 
aprang aboard. 

T h u widahipousn was a fine bronzed 
t x r of about sixteen, and all the time 
ha delivered Inn maawage fals eyes were 
npoat u e . I was pt#a^e|!ft> & t t o r him. 
n e a e poor f silowswMo are stationed in 

, ^ h o t o lmatee f o r g W f & i n s 
%1 MM httle of oar (l^^jtUMew, they be 

f lAaok, which is a ^tnl^ritott ol skin no 
XJf wl i i tetaau can fln$f|H|jr; r#^|sh for even 

wears of enforftdd aMinenae from 
ses and hlie44#h?i;l%#JP«»B«ffery* 
'plewxirtw n ^ f l ' ^ i i i ' ' 
Ijaka froiu the oiimafaa. " 

beautifnl youths penSh 
letba dooi • I j 

that sort of (shape wnton ardent yonng 
man think beautiful in females. Tbe 
voyage had not teased my good looks. 
The midshipman having delivered bis 
message with a half shy, half gallant 
look at we, said something to the lieu­
tenant, and dropped over the side 
langbing heartily; tho boat then poll­
ed away to tbe frigate which, after 
hoisting her to her place.filled upon her 
canvas and to my great surprise slowly 
rounded and headed away in the exact­
ly opposite direction we bad been pur­
suing. 

"Is she leaving us?" I cried after 
the lieutenant bad given inatrr.ctiunb 
for trimming the oanvau of tbe Mohock. 

"Yea," said he, stepping op to me, 
"wo have now to find our way to 
Kingston, Jamaica, alone.' 

"Where i s she going?" 
"To pick up the passengers left on 

tbe Great Salvage Island." 
I started and may have turned pale, 

ana oxolaimed, "Who told them of 
thoi<e people?" 

"Yon see ," sayB he, observing me 
very gravely. "That yon kept on board 
for the convenience.of cooking year 
food, one of tbe original crew uf this 
ahip." 

' T h o cook" 1 exdlaimed. 
"The cook," be answered "Hv was 

transferred along with tbe gang who 
seized chin ahip and has told, or pro­
fesses to bave told, all be knows to 
tbe captain of the frigate. 

"What has he told/" 
"No more than you know, certain­

l y , " says he laughing, "and perhaps a 
good deal less than you know. But 
you need not fear being questioned by 
me hi future. You see the Mohock is 
an Atlantic liner bound to New York. 
Shf waa seized, the original crow, 
saving tun master and the cook, wore 
tnrnod out of bor. aint thn passengers 
landed on tbo rock yonder frigate's 
bound for." 

"What else did tbe cook say?" 
"He was detained against his will to 

dress the victuals for the scoundrels, 
and your stepfather waa kept u> navi­
gate this ship to one of the Bahama 
Cays whore the rogues proposed to dis­
charge bor of 08,000 pounds In gold. " 

"It is true, every word." said I. 
"What made your stepfathor aot ns 

if ho weio one of tbo pirates'?' 
I patted the deck with my foot, 

thinking a moment, and answerod, 
" H I B mind has b«uu unblUK<'d by bis 
tronblea He was afraid if bo foil Into 
your bands he would be implicated and 
oharod with tbe seizure, lie has re-
peatwily asked me what be should do 
if found In charge of thi» uhlp with a 
gang of villians for o crvw Who would 
beliovo ho had been forced?" 

"Bo abould-have shown ine hia pa 
pers." 

"Par all I know the men may have 
obliged hun to destroy thorn " 

"Not likely," bo uxolaiumd. with a 
liftlo imputionoa ''But, ov«n so, 
would not he as an honest man bo Kind 
of tho swurity a Bbip-of-war provid«ii 
bini with, and be thankful to hf>avon 
for aii opportunity to recover his vea 
eel and her valuablo onrso out <>? the 
haiidt of a mob of Now^ato humorists*' 

"Ho may bo glad and thankful, as 
you sny.'' 

Ho lookod at mo with amnAotni'iit, 
not immiieil with aduiirutioii, thou let­
ting hia cyos go tn thu fritfatu, ho ox-
claimed, "1B not aho a beauty? How 
bor bosoms swells and breathes—it s 
Ufa Itsolf. Those atom windows migl.t 
be solid daroonds: how gloriously thoy 
flash. Poor old girl, when filial I I see 
you again?" Ho kissod his hand to hor. 

Hor oanvaa (looted soft as vapour in 
a lagoon of the windy blue; tho wide 
aky was loadod with huge swollen 
shapes of oloud which seemed to sleep 
despite the wind, tbe body of the fri­
gate showed blaak and sharp as she rose 
with tne swell, and every now and 
again a flash of wet rusty light broke 
from the foam that washed ber ooppor; 
and yon soomed to listen fur the sound 
of a gun. 

"What is her name?" said I. 
"Tho Trojan." ho replied, deliver­

ing the word with laoghlng emphasis, 
aa though he would make much of i t 

"And what is your name?" 
"Lieutenant Frank Jervis, Miss 

Hayes ." 
"Lard S t Vincent lives near Canter* 

bnry, I believe," said L 
"Trust every Jervis under that shin­

ing 8nn to oloim relationship with Lord 
StVlnoeut ," he answered 

Something obliged bim to leave me. 
1 would not seem in a hurry, and 
"vatched a wet squall smoking some tit­
le distance to the rignt of the frigate; 

a Hpark or to of lightning spat from it, 
and I thought I beard thunder. I 
then entered the saloon and knocked 
on tbe door of the Captain's berth. 

"Who's that'?* he cried. 
"It's L Laura Hayes, and without 

wait ing I passed in, and found him 
standing in his shirt at the cabin win­
dow; be looked aa though just awaken­
ed from a deep reverie, and the start 
of the first aiarm was in the eyes he 
turned upon me. 

"What have yon oome to say?" says 
he , whipping round, and thrusting his 
bands in h i s trousers' pockets. "I 
don't want to be advised, nor re-
proaohed, nor even addressed for the 
matter of that." 

"I have been talking with the lien-
tenant," said I 

"Do yon know the frigate has left 
t » T 

"Has she?"he replied, with a dark 
taoe of sullen indifference. 

"The cook, who was one of f' >ri-
ginal crew, has given the who. -tury 
so far as he knows it, to the command­
er, and they have started to take tbe 
passengers off the Great Salvage. The 
cook knows h o more of your share in 
this business than any of the first 
crew," « .atinued I, softening my 
voice " B e has told them yen were 
forced b y the rogues who seized the 
Mohock to navigate ber. This i s be­
lieved, and you are therefore an inno­
cent ftm itt fbe l ieutenant*?lye*." 

JLftft/awe. with^w*' -tale 

teruat to make yon appear so, at a n 
events. Yon are my stepfathor. 

"And tnat is a l l ." 
I kept silence a bit while he stood 

watching me as though summing me 
op, I then said: "Yon are an inno­
cent man whilst yon are on board tbe 
ship There is no living creature in 
her, «aving myself, that can whisper a 
word against you. Yoa will go ashore 
frooi the vessel's arrival as an innocent 
man, and then you do as yon please." 

"Take your advice to the devil, tor 
God' «ake!' he roared. • "He may want 
it I don't. What! A chit to oome 
to me hety " Sutum conceit broke 
in. und he luaghed loud and harshly. 

"When yoor advice uan help me, 
I'll uak you tor i t ." 

I thought him siokeniugly discourte­
ous as I stepped ont of bis berth. Per­
haps his behavior was dne to my speech 
txiui manner, when be oaine into the 
sabiuu after the frigate bad brought the 
Mohock to after wounding her. 

1 killed some time La brushing my 
bair and changing wy dress. It was 
thou nearly dark, witb a very pretty 
spirited play of delicate violet lightning j 
over tbe sea far off through the port­
hole* The wind was iai iuig. £very 
sound had a lazy croaking note, and 
the ship, bereft of ber spirit of life 
rolled wearily and sle.<pilv upon tbe 
long swell. 1 looked into the saloon, 
and found the cabin skylight still gilt, 
witii the Ugbt flowing over the bows 
out of the west, and was surprised to 
flud tbe cloth laid, and well laid. Tbe 
cabin lamps glowed. Covers were 
laid for three at the hood of the tabla 
Glass und silver sparkled, and whilst 
I luuked I saw a man ofwarstuan with 
hitt hair carefully am oar. •< I uver his 
oruw, come out of tbe pautry with a 
cruet stand, and survey tbe table with 
thn untiety uf a head waiter. 

Whilst 1 looked the lieutenant ap­
peared in tne batch. "Well , Jack," 
says he. "how are you getting on?" 

"That's as good a Job at* 1 can make 
ot H, air.'' 

"There should be plenty The ship's 
not long out. The coops ore fairly 
full, and 1 understand uhe carried a 
number of 'tweendtM«k passengers 
Bear a hand with the grab! I didn't 
know hjw hungry I wua till 1 looked 
at thu table.' 

Thi'u he saw rua "Pray, Miss 
Hayiw, where's jour fattier* 

"In his cabin. 
"lloforo we dine, snui ho, " I should 

like to have a few wunis with L'aptuin 
biuclair. , 

1 knocked on my Btupfatber B door, 
not insensible as 1 passed tbe lieuten­
ant In tho glowing light of the lamps 
that his eyes wandered ovi>r ruy flguru. 

My stepfather looked ont, clad as for 
the deck, saving that be was uncov­
ered. 

"'Lieutenant Jervis wants to spoak 
to y«n, auid I 

"('u|>tniu, said the y>>n>ig lieutenant 
in a frank, gay niariiu'r, as though full 
of good spirits and happy in his changu 
of uliip oiul oxpi<rioijcu, \vl»ut cabin 
can 1 take without lucMiivonlencing 
anybody aft.'' 

"\»u are in command hore: yon 
have but to chouse. " auswured tbe Cap-
taxi. 

"Well. I'll not deprive? you of your 
enroo, anyhow." anid thi* lieueiinnt- ; 
"All 1 require is the luaii of your sex- i 
taut and tbo use of your chruuonioter ', 
ami oharta.' 

"When the first mato was turned 
out of the ship," said Captain "Sinclair, 
' b e left behind hmi all thu sea furni­
ture you'll need, saving the chronome­
ter and charts. " 

"This was his oabin," sold I. walk-
iiiR to it, heartily vexed by my step­
father's rude manner. 

"I see ," said the Captain aa tho 
lieutenant followed me. "that throe 
places have been laid at that ahla For 
whom, sir?" 

"For yon and for your stepdaughter 
and myself," answered tbo officer. 

"No need to trouble younw>lf so far 
as I am concerned.'' answered the Cap­
tain with bis grimmest look, and in 
his ioiest, most repel lout manner. "I 
am no longer concerned in this ship. 
Since yon are good enough to grant me 
the use of my oabin, I'll live in it with 
yonr leave t i l l we reach port Nor 
wil l I require your men to wai t upon 
me. Tbe food I need I oan myself 
procure.'' 

"I t seems a pity " began the 
lieutenant, looking at him compassion­
ately. 

"Ay, a pity indeed1" burst out my 
stepfathor. "That was the cbief offi­
cer's oabin" 

He indicated*fl with bis clenched 
fist, and without another word olosed 
the door upon himself. 

Tbe lieutenant made no remark, and 
I was glad to bold my peaoe. He en­
tered Mr. Gordon's oabin and stayed 
some time looking round. When be 
came ont he said all be should find 
necessary was there saving tbe ohrono-
meters. Perhaps tbe Captain would 
lend bim one? We then sat down to 
dinner. I call this meal dinner for 
it came nearer to that sort o f repast 
than to the suppers we nsed to get be­
fore the ship was seized, A man-of-
warsman had cooked, and done bis 
work finely. He sent us a very good 
dish of nroth, roast fowl, and boiled 
bacon. B e had boiled some vegetables 
too, so that what with these things and 
the cold meats and the pleasant little 
surprise of a damson pie, w i th a very 
good dry dessert routed out by the 
blue-jacket w h o acted as steward, I 
never enjoyed a meal more i n all my 
life. 

And then there was the company of 
the young uflicer! Jank after waiting 
ably and briskly left ns. He bad pnt a 
decanter of sherry upon tbe tattle, and 
the lisutenant rose to open a pint bot­
tle of champagne for me . I said no 
very earnestly, having already taken 
as much as I was used to , and we sat 
over the desseit under the skylight 
talking, sometimes watohing the stars 
in the skyl ight vanish i a a vast blue 
imoka of sheet J i g h t n i n j r ~ . _ . . 

t mm n<* i0tm& t rsgratted my 
i^f t ther ' sabwHofc l a m l truth I 

was very glad be Kept awaj . vv miss 
tbe lieutenant talked to me perhaps is 
would come as a little damp to my 
spirits to think of tbe Captain alon& 
in hin cabin, a brokenhearted man 
bound to a port where they would make 
a felon of him if be did not take toy 
advice and vanish on his arrival Yet 
I knew how it would have been had be 
dined with us. I bad never sat in com­
pany with a more delightful yonng fel­
low than Lieutenant Jervis. He was a 
born gentleman,witb all tbe ^asy grace 
of the BH3 in bis bearing. He had a 
merry laugh, wonderful white teeth, 
and played his dark eyes so finely that 
half his meaning lay in their turns and 
leers Beyond enquiring about tbe 
passengers, the character of the mates, 
and tbe like, he asked no questions 
ab**ut the voyage. 

Many would have thought his talk 
frivolous, be told me of bunt-balls at 
home, routs and high jinks and fine 
dinner parties in the West Indies, ar-d 
ft was as agreeable as reading a news­
paper to listen to him. 

indeed I was already sick of ships 
and tbe scenery and treachery of the 
sea and the conduct of sailor*, and it 
did me good to hear this young raan, 
"talk of dancing, of the amusements 
tbey contrived for themselves in tbefri 
gate, and such things, f ie looked at 
the ol jck after we had been over an 
hour at mole, and exoluiuuctl 

"Wil l your stepfatbf! iut y » o come 
for a turu with me on deck. Miss 
Hayes?" 

'•I'll risk his objecting t<> anything 
so harmless, said 1, rising, ami went 
for my hat 

Tbe sen looked as calm o» grease, 
black, and of a smoky appearance A 
pale light was sbii.iug at one uf tbe 
yard arm*, and the reflection of it 
workbd like a luminous cortkerew in j 
the wuier I ask oil tno heutouaiit 
what it was. 

"A corposat," said lie. "Fires 
kliv'lml by the hands of opirits. I was 
aloft uucu and heard a rutsii uf invisible 
pinions, a light came close—such a 
light as yonder, and behind was tho 
drowned face of a sailor, very palo 
and faint.' 

" A sailor in w o KS!" naid I. 
"Of course it wus tho fluttering of 

his looso trousers," he ansivered. 
l l e now went to the wheel and look­

ed ut the curd, sniffed nround tlir i*ea, 
guziuu very earnestly, theu left me to 
api-uk t'i a uitfantic seaman who walked 
in the iinunway keeping a look out 
Their talk rumbled. Thoy evidently 
debated the weather and tin- sail to be 
k e p t on t h e s h i p . It w u s a b t r a i l g e 
night, u...d luuuutaiiixun with gmat 
bl(M-ks of blaikness. lietweeu, the stars 
sh.ji)«< purely, but tln-re was much 
linhlniutf, und about u mile ol? a squall 
of wet without a feather ntir of air in 
it was shilettiug in lumps of loe und 
hngH rum drops into the i«'«nn; thn fall 
wiw* up and down, and the noine van 
like a score of locomotives blowing oil 
steam 

Tim l'''it«>ii*»nt asked permission to 
light a ci^ur, und wo p.tced tb>< deck 
together. I never oould huvu pictured 
so etrniiK'e a night Ships of dim va 
P"ur hung m the stii'>ky obscurity, till 
you lonkfii ut them straight, aud then 
they disappoarod. Linhin Klnamnd oat 
upon tlio sua, as though liii-ki-ring lan­
terns were upheld by tho feeble hands 
of starving men in open boats. In tho 
oily blackness alongside, evury time 
the invitiible heave made the nhip stoop, 
a marvellous tapestry of the cold sea 
glow was kindled. Lieutenant Jervis 
and I leaned over the rail watching 
this show for a while. We saw in out­
lines of waning and gathering bright-
ne>* what seemed likn the turrets of 
castles, heads uf sea hordes, trees aud 
fish, and many sights which were not 
like tho thiugB they reminded us of. 

In going alone to the skylight to 
look at tbe time. I spied the figure of 
my stepfather passing through the sa-
ldon; be was in his shirt sleeves, was 
ashy pale, and carried a dish of food. 
I wondered why he should act so irra­
tionally. He would have found the 
lieutenant very good company, been 
treated as a gentlemau, and led a very 
oomfortable life till we reaohed port, 
where be oould have sneaked away as 
thing's stood. " 

I roamed about tbe deck wi th tbe 
lieutenant, greatly enjoviug his conver­
sation and society. He told m e that 
his father, a very aged man who lived 
at Bath, was Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas 
Collingwood Jervis. Yonng as he waa, 
he appeared to have seen some active 
service, particularly amongst slavers, 
had received three musket-balls in bis 
legs, lost the tip of bis loft little finger, 
and while telling me the story took me 
to the binnacle lamp to show me a 
soar at the baok of his neck. 

" A six-pound ball did that ," said 
he. "Had the aim of the gun been 
truer by the diameter of its muzzle 
only, this nead would never have bad 
the honor of inclining itself to you, ' ' 

I wondered if he was married, bat 
did not know bow to get a t that truth. 
Sailors, wi l l not own they have wives 
ashore when they are flirting wi th girls 
at sea, , 

I went below, after spending a very 
pleasant evening, partook of some wine 
and biscuits, and with a half glance 
at m y stepfather's berth, arresting my 
waik for an instant to tbe thought, 
"Shall I knock and bid him good­
night?" I withdrew to my berth. It had 
bean surprisingly quiet on deok. The 
olonds appeared to bave broken and 
sunk in masses of elusive dyes to the 
water's edge, where they floated like 
giant toad stools and huge bushes, with 
a sort of deceptive wreathing of lines of 
thickness round about the horizon, 
till the ship seemed encompassed in the 
heart of what I oannot but conroare to 
an enormous vaporous corksorew, be­
tween the spirals of whioh sbone the 
stars iu two or three different colors, 
whilst dry pale gleams, such as are 
said to haunt churchyards, hung low 
down, and elsewhere the blaok-surfao-8 
sheeted fltfally in dim flashes. 

B a t there was a number of stoat 
hiartain she forecastle, and a smart 
young ofnoer aft; then again ray step-

so spue o f the og ly look ont ox aoors, 
I got into my bunk and slept sweetly 
and throughout the night dreamt most 
deiiciously. In fact it .was from one 
of tbe choicest of those dreams, fra­
grant wi tb be smell of the bridal 
nosegay, that I was aroused by a rap­
ping on the door. 

"Sorry to disturb you, Miss Hayes ," 
said tbe voice of the young lieutenant, 
when I bad answered. "Is Captain 
Sinclair here?" 

" N o . " 
"Has be visited you in the night?" 
"No.* 
"His cabin door is open and—wben 

you are dressed wil l you oome to me?" 
Bis voice was cautious and plain­

tive, and my heart foreboded trouble. 
It was seven o'clock, a roasting shining 
morning, a flat sea, and the heavens as 
I made ont filled with heavy masses of 
white oloud So then tbe thunderous 
frown of last night's weather had prov­
ed but t h e bully's scowl. I dressed 
quickly and found the lieutenant 
walking np and down the saloon. 

"I hate to be a bearer of ill news ," 
said he, "but I must tell you we can­
not find your stepfather. We sas-
p e o t — - " 

"Whatf*"' said t feeling myself pale 
and viewing bim anxiously. 

"T i t he bos made away with bim-
*elf." 

" n e had reason*" I involuntarily 
cried. "Why do you think that he has 
committed suicide?" 

"He is not in tbe ship and must 
therefore be overboard. He must have 
•dank overboard in a deliberate, suici­
dal manner; the splash of him would 
bave been heard had be fallen by acci­
dent Wo found his bat, waistcoat, and 
utber garments in the mizzen chains, 
as though h i a ad unolotbed himself to 
w u r e the silent dip of the unclothed 
•ikin " 

"Poor man I Where have you look­
ed?' 

to be insulted in his dying numor ay 
a piece of brutal cynicism beyond any­
thing I should have thought even he waa 
capable of. Bnt it did me good. 
Nothing could be more drastic to lay 
to such grief as I felt for inra, If I 
had a tear now it was fui myself. 

I put on a white muslin body trimmed 
witb black. I found some black riband 
in a box and trimmed m y straw bat 
with i t; then went on deck to look at 
the morning. It was roasting and 
silent: Tbe sea was lino steel under the 
sun, and the ship looked t o rest in a 
bed of liquid glass. A slight swell put 
some life into her maste, and the shad­
ows of the the great white clouds 
whioh burnt sunwards wi tb all sorts of 
golden and silvern splendors floated in 
islands of violet npon the sea and re­
freshed the eye. 

Lieutenant Jervis coming to tbe rail 
pointed to the mizzen channels, and 
told me that was where they had 
found the olothea I looked down, shud­
dered, and withdrew my head. A fit 
of horror shook me then. The ship had 
scarcely stirred throughout the long 
night. Some grease and mess that had 
beau flung ovorboMd on* the pj»*iou» -
evening floated olose by. I thought 
that the body of my stepfather might 
rise and hang olose in the brilliant 
clear brine even whilst I looked down. 
and it was that which uismissad me 
from the rail witb a sick heart. 

The wreck of the mizzen topgallant 
mast had been cleared away, but the 
ship carried a mutilated look aft 
Whilst 1 stood conversing with Ldeu-
tenant Jervis about my stepfather, 
Jaok, with his forehead of carefully 
smeared bair, reported breakfast. 

'There's no stage like shipboard for 
astounding performances," said the 
lieutenant, as we seated ourselves, 
' 'only think what a theatre this antfe 
has proved in a few weeks. " 

"What's to happen next?" said L. 
"Oh, Kingtson, Jamaica, where we 

shall see you safely on board soma 
homeward bounder. But before we 
part you must give me leave to oaA 
npon you in England on my return." 

I felt the hot blood spring to my 
ohflek whilst I bowed to hitn 

(To be Continnfd.) 
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"In every likely p'aoe," he answer­
ed "He would have no motive in 
h i i l - i t f h i m s e l f . " 

••Noun. " 
I ran m y eye along tbe cabins and 

theu went to tbe one my stepaftber 
Mad ost'd followed by the lieutenant. 
Hfre they had pnt tbe olothea they 
tonnd in the mizzen ohaina They lay 
on ihe deck, nearly a suit. I was in-
neti'iitnly niort> shooked and startled by 
Hit- Hitfiit of those clothes than by the 
I'MWH The lieutenant's tale had put a 
faint image before me: but those 
clothes enabled me to think of a 
iiri>wn»il man I shuridreed and sigb-
«<i mitl rhiHioing to look into a mirror 
• iw mywlf very wbita That mirror 
\v.is ocrawi^d over a sort of sea toilet 
trtblt>, ami the thing ratr-hing my eye 
.ll n a spoond, I pirki-d it up it was 
i .t-tter ad'iiifssed to ma I opened 
it, aud rcud this: 

"Hhip Mohock 
"Lnnra,— I am a ruined man, und 

whifti ever way 1 look I sao nothing 
tint biiggary and starvation. I havi< 
lived fur many years an honorable 
lift*, nnrt now go to (-Jod to answer for 
what 1 hnvp done in my rinsing daya. 
My will is at homo. All that I pos-
hi>ss my rrwiitors must seize. But I do 
not expuot they will trouble you until 
tho timo when they think I should re­
turn fmm New York, nor then if they 
(jet IIHWH of tho piracy of the Mohock. 
They will await my return. You will 
find am) pounds in gold in tbe small 
cliHst in tbe left of my cabin The key 
of the ohost is in the drawer of the 
fable on whioh you find this letter. 
Take tbe money, and with it return 
borne in safety, and with the balance ! 
secure, I beg of you, snob little pos-
BeH8H)ii8 and memorials at home, as 
your mother would winh you and your 
sister to have. Farewell. Laura. I did > e m ,Te& o w e r t ^ f o r B e o u r t n atOTUu 

n o t k n o w i t w o u l d o o m e t o t h i s o r I Pauraw taken through Mann A Co. recelra 
, , , ^ . . . . . . . _ I tpecialnotiu, without charire. In the? 

should not bave brought you with m a ' -*- - —" 
—Amelius Sinolair." 

My eyes were dim before I arrived 
at the signature. I banded tbe letter 
to the lieutenant, wbo merely said: 

"This puts the matter beyond all 
doubt. Poor old Chap! I should have 
foreseen it. I ought to have had him 
watched. His manner was very strange 
yesterday." 

He returned the letter to me, and 
taking the key from the drawer, open­
ed tbe chest, saying: "We wil l make 
sure of this money at onoe. Miss Hayea 
There's n o such friend abroad as our 
young Queen's bead in gold ." 

He opened tbe onest, and we saw a 
scanty stock of wearing apparel, soiled 
lineu. an odd shoe or two. Op in a 
oorner was a canvas bag; a place had 
been made for it; it stood so that the 
eye should not miss it. Tbe lieutenant 
took it up. and tbe instant be had it i n 
his hands I observed a look of teuiper 
that was not wanting in archness an 
wonder. H e glanoed at me, then looked 
at tbe bag. On one side was written 
in good bold figures 300 pounds. On 
tbe other side "For Laura with the 
same love she bore me." 

"There i s uo gold here, I fear," says 
the lieutenant, pulling ont a pocket 
knife, and snipping the string that 
noosed the bag, be poured on to the 
deok about a pint of dried peaa 

"He was mad, but mean too ," said 
the lieutenant, after singing a bit of a 
song, and then tossing tbe bag into the 
chest and letting the lid fall: " A 
jolly stepfather's joke But stay 1" he 
cried, "How do you know this is not a 
ruse, that the real money is not some­
where? H e writes kindly and sincere­
ly. Shall I rummage for you?" 

I bowed my bead being too exquisite­
ly mortified to speak, and going into 
tbe saloon, sat down at the table, and 
waited whilst tbe lieutenant hunted. 
. "Never a stiver," says he, coming 
out with a cheerful laugh. '"Tin, 
strange, too. Most sea captains of hia 
soft carry loose cash to sea with them. " 

Be went on deok to look after the 
ship, and I to my oabin to improve m y 
toilet and prepare for breakfast. I 
was never more stung and humiliated 
in all my l i fe . It was not that I want­
ed the paltry 300 pounds, bat i t was 
doubly irritating and offensive that 
Lioutenant Jervis should see that my 
stepfather pnt the value of a handful 
of pea* on m y lora. and deemed ma fit 
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