“§ REFORM IN THE SERGEANT-AT-ARNS
3 OFFICE IN THE SENATE.

" 4, Bed for years been coanected With the

Seme Unfortunste New York Cengressmon
—The Way Cleared for the Camal-Cinl-
Gevernment for the Philippings—Progros
ef the Financisld Bill. .

The new sergeant-at-arms of the
®anate finds the office in much hetter
eondithon than his predecessor found
A on assuming nts duties seven or
a'ght years age. Up to the time when
<ol. Richard J. Bright was agppodnted
e Senate waa boneycombed wiih
sinecures, The contingent fun had for
wvears been used to furnish pay
Srtends of Senators {or eexrvices never
gendered. The old reporls ahow, for
mstance, that one wealthy meh, who

mowepaper gallery, was pald & month-
1y salary as laborer in the Sensls
Dlacksmith shop. Another wes paid
$1,000 per avnum for “wheeMng and
etoring fuel,” and still another re-
soived a like amount for “ofling and
golishing furniture.” The amount
Satd out osunsibly. for. wheeklng - and
storing fuel was greater oue yeaD

&mius' at Pannsyluxn. ot tﬁa hﬂz

 nessee, the senfor Demgeratic member} ,
enrrency coznmittee, |

.memp;alsts prac
“¢asé,” when'

Senator Aldridge.

ahean the cost of fuel itself. In fact
dhe manner in which the contingeny
fund was expended was a source of
eontant scandal. Senators whoss com-
oittee work required more help chan
the rules provided for wero compelled
%0 resort to all sorts of questionable
practices to securoe the necessary help.
Stenographers employed lagitimately |
were recorded as “folding 100,000 doc-
wments” add mOLSSIgHrs wWere put
down as laborers in the Senste's sta-
tiea

was indurted into office to clean thess
Augean 6ladles He insisted that ev-
ery man who drew pey for any work
fnust poarform that work, end thad
emoh indvidual on tho rolls of his of- -
fice must report daily bis presence in
¢he capitol Within a month he hed
mbolished ¢he sinerurs list entirelp
Unfortanate ( cogres-men.

The New York delegalion in the
House of Representatives has boon par-
ticularly unfortunate recently. Some
time during the last Congress Repre-
gensative Charles A. Chickering was
cakea i1, and was compeiled to go to
tiis home in the northern part of tho
State. where his maledy eeemed to (0.
crease rather than d.minish. He s
back in Washington. but he sccmm to
e unable ¢o shake off ¢tho disease, and
faie old Uime gnyoty s missing among
tiis associates  Representative Glllet,
of the Chemung county district ia the
“southern tier.”” hurt his leg many
yeoars ago—In fect, when ho was a boy.
‘The injured mombder troubled pim
gomeowhat during bis service in  the
Union army. but trom the close of the
war op to lagt eummaer he seldam had
occanion to remmember the old injury,
even through a siight twinge. Last
exmmer, however, tne old dificulty
came dbeck to H%m and necroeis eet in.
‘The surgpeons attanding Mr. Gillet de-
eided that amputation would be mnec-
essary to save his 1ife. and thoe resulpy
~mas that on tho 20th of November
Mn GUlet parted with o foot

Thie Nicaraguan Cansal.
‘Tho new treely which nag been no-,
with Greet Britain, c.’learo
the way for the construction of the
Nicaraguan canal by the United States. !
fihe tresty promisés that the canal
afiall be fres and opeh in time of war
ar of peace, to the vessels of commerce
and of war of ell nations. The canal
shall never be blockaded, nor sahall
any act of hostility be committed
Rherein. Prizes shall be in all re-
apects subject to the same rules ag ves-
eels of war., No belligerent shall em-
2ark or disembmrk troops, 'munitions
of war or warlike materials fn the
canal, except in case of accldental hin-
Grance of the transit, and in suich case
the transit shall be resumed with all
possible dispateh,

No fortifications shall be erected
commanding the canal, or the water
ediacent. The United States, how-
waver, shall be at liberty to maintaim°
such military police along the canal
es may be necessary to protect it
against lawlessness and disorder.

To Govern the Phitippines,

The appointment of Judge Wi H
‘Taft, of Cincinnati, to be president of
the new Philippine commission. is
generally approved. The judge is s
anan of great learning and ripe exper-
temce. It 1s stated that ¢the commig-
alon will eall for the Philippines early
‘4 March, and it’s special mission wil}
be the establishment of a c¢ivil govern-
soent for the islands, ‘The appoint-
ment of this commission is carrying
out the suggestion of the present Phil.
ippine commigsion, which will shortly
go out of existence. Some of the mem.
iers of the old commission, it Is sald,
willl bs appolnted on the new one.

The Financial 1l

Unless the present indirstions prove
wmnreliable the financial bil: will be &
law soon. The vote on the bill is to
be taken as early as possible and thew
it must go to & conference. In the
conference the bill will be perfected in
the form that 4t will become a Iaw,

. The conferees on the part of the Sen-

ate will be Senators Aldrich and Al-
lison, Republicans, and Senator Vest
or Senator Jones, of Arkansas, Demio--
crat. The. Houss conferees. wﬂl “be
Bepresenmtive Overstreet, of Indinis,”

. t.he author ot the blll nnd Gha.lm

Colonet BMght began 2s soon as hoi

ing and currency commities, Reppdile;

cans, and Representative Cox, of Ten..

of the baking and
However, as this 48 t0 be s Repabi-
can measure the real conferces will be
the four Republican samed. The
Democrats will only be called into
conference after the others have per-
fected the bill and then only as a mat-
ter of courtesy.

AS nesr as can be ascertained at ¢he
present time, the bill will net remain
loug tn conference. There are no radl-
cal gdifferences between the Republl-
cans of the two Houses op this meas-
ure end &s the Senatore are 50 earn-
eat in their support of their Wkll the
odds ere decidedly in favor of the
Housse conferces yielding and accepting
the Senate bill. It is the history of
Congress that the House yields to the
Senate nine times out of ten and hig-
tory will probably repeat itself In
fact. the Senators by holding out wiil
compel the House to yleld.

The Clark Inveatigation.

The contest against Senator W. A,
Clark, of Montans has taken a most
unexpecied turn, and one which in.
dicates weakening on the part of those
who have been conductlng it The

closed thelr
it ‘was ‘m‘ﬁy

the Committee on Privileges and
Elections and all conneoted with the
contest that a large npuwmber of addi-
tional witnesses would be heard. It
was al least expected, quite naturally,
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THE UPLIFTING OF THE NEGROES I
THE SQUTH,

Conditions of Life in the Virginia Comtria
~The Influence of the Hampton Xustitate

Great Disust Swamp.

Uncle Sam bas been oo-operating |
with the Dpegre training schools in

in the study aof the condllens of life
among the negroes and how they can
be improved. Having done this work
jo.ntly among the negnes in the

1.cu.tural instiute in Tuskegeo, AR, |
a the head of which is Boaker T.

and Mechanical College in Anbu n,
Ala., tha same Invastizaillons bhase
Leen taken vp in Virg.nla  Dietary
swudies have been made among the
o groas Lving in the reg<n bondering
the Great Dismal Swakp In Franklin
county, Va., and also in Elirabeth City

that they would make some show of
attempting to prove the msain chargea
but up to date nothing of the kind,
has been done. In the memorial upon
which this contest Is baced it 18 alleg-
ed thal some forty members of the
Montana legislature who cast thelr
votes for Mr. Clark recedved specified,
sums of money, yet proof has only:
been offered concerning four of these
men. and. pecullarly enough, the con-

testants have brought these very men
bere es thelr own wilnesses, yet eacq .
went upon the stand and denied hav- '
ing recelved one dollar from Mr.
Clark or any one representing him or
from any source whatever for thelr
votes.

The Wareizgn Folloy.

The Democrats of the Houss con.'
tinged thetr assanlts upon the Philip-.
pine policy of the Administration dur-
{ng the general debate upon the diplo-
matic and consular appropriation bill
Two speeches were made by Demo-
cratic members of the foreign affairs
committee Dinemore of Arkansas and
Mr Champ Clark of Missourt oppas.
ing the retention of the islanda Tho
speech of Mr Clark which lasted al-

-

"o rule only by the apen fireplace.

; Great Dismal Swamp Home.

! by the negrces in the twd countics
“the

. that ten't all tiere is of lifo ankd mak-

ceunty, in which Hampton and s
cuuege are sltuated The negrues ¢
, Fianklin ccunty are beyond the pale
" of the Influence of the Hampton In-
s Wi, In Ellasbeth City county there
a;- poor ngroes, tou, but thero also
ate many thanks to the work of the"
.ustitute, ttatl aie well to dg. And yet
coeamlcal apalysls of the feod caten

show that there {s about as? muoh nu-
triment derived at a lower cost in
tood f tle rezroes .o Franklin
counly as there ls In that of the ne-
grues of Elizaleh City oaunty. Still,

ing the mo t and best of it,
trcos Bamal dwanp.

The negrues who live in the reglon
Le derir g on the Great Dismal Swamp
ale especially subject to malaria, as
may be imaz.nei frcm the low and
swampy cound.tjon of the soil. Their
houses are small, two or three roomed

Studied  Sclentifiealiy-Negroes of thef

vancies parts of the Southern States}

Wachington, and of the Agricultural) T-

bnard cabins, I'ghted in the evening xia
t

'8 an  excentionally favoied t‘o,mily'

" that has lamps or even candles. The

" the sl

Liv rg of these people Is obtained from
The usual size of a farm ig
tLay which gues locally by the name of
e “"one-mul® farm.” the afmount of
Jand that can be worked by one mu’e,

" About bhalf of too produce goss to

earn the rent, and on the cther half

, the occupants manage to get a Hvins.,
. with additions derived hero and there

by dolng uvdd jubs around the country.
These farms are Known &8s “‘dead-treo
farms”—that is, the trees aro killed
by girdling, and, the ungdor-brush ben
fng cut away, the land betweon the
et~rding dead timber ls cultivated,
Women, of course, as well ag the men

" wurk the farms. Where help is bired,

Domorrntlr\ Members Talking Owver
Administration Foreign Pollcy.

most two hours, was a notable offort,
replete with unique epigrams. and at-
tracted much attention. No Republi.
can spoke in defemse of the Adminis-
tration poMcy. Mr. 8.bley, of Pennsyl-
vania. who was elecled as a Democrat,
but who made a speech last week de-
fending expansion, was goaded into
the anpouncement thet the Democrats
could considor his eeat constructively
on tho Republican side. Befors the
dobate began, an effort was made to
pass a bill looking to the appointment
of an export commission to examing
{nto the question of the pollution of
the water supply of citiea, but it was
defeatod. The Chlcago members con-
sidered that {t was elmed especially at
the Chicago drainage canal

Hearolty of Offioers.

Few persons appreéciate how short.
banded and under officered our araay
really is. Even in time of peace, when
only routine duties have to be done,
there are few enough officers to go
around, and many a company is com-
manded by o non-commissioned officer,
because its commissioned officers are
absent sick, on leave, or on detacned
gervice of some kind. Bxactly how |
much under-officered the army is i})-i
pears from the latest number of the
“Army List and Directorn” Only
three regiments of the army were mlly1
officered on January 20. The fleld of- -

ficers of the regiments were as numer. !

ous as they should be; the lists of
Captains and of First Lieutenants were
generally complete; but only in thres
regimvents was tae list of Second Lieu.
tenants filled. The First and Fourth!
cavalry had eleven Second Lileuten-
ents; the Third had ten, five regiments:
had nine each and two bad only eight
Second Lieutenants. ‘The full Tst
ehould show tivelve,

Whittier’s Love of His Friends.

“No lapse of years dimmed Whit.
tler's steady friendships,” writes Sam.
ael T, Pickard, in the Ladiqs’ Home
Journal. One of the letters that Whit.
tler wrote to Gail Hamdlton s dated
September, 1887, when the poet was In
&us eightieth year:

“1 was gladdened last evening by the
sight of thy handwniiing. If 1 do not
see my dear old Iriends often I nsver
forget them. In these lonely labter
days 1 love to recall thy pleasant vige
its to our Amesbury home when
abeth was with me. T am getiing to
be an antiquity. I seem to bave pret-
ty much outlived the world. The last
year ‘hos gome aaxd with me. I have
as  usual spent some weeks.
in New Hampshire, but have
returned without the wusual ben-
efitt Why will- thee mnot drive
over hers (to Danvers;) or, better still,
_ecome to Amesbory, and spend a night
as in the old thwe? I expect to be -
‘there the first week in October. God
“ploas thee? ~ Think - of e a.lvmys al
M ‘cm - 3

payment {8 made usually In ratione--
trat s, in food materlals. The staple
c ops are sweet potatoes, cotton and
{ ranuts, and such i8 the poveity of the
soil and the people that the crops in
most cases are small. Tobacco uséd
to be ralsed, bui the lorxpoverishment
of the land put an end to prospects of
guit.ng much out of this produect,
Their Frugal Aeal

Dcgs and cets are much more nu-
merous than the evailable food sup-
plies warrant. The daily meal, year
in and year out, is mainly “bog sud
hominy.” Fried side bacon i ° the
principal meat, helpad out occasfonally
with filah from the neilghboring Chesa.
perake bay. If a famlly keep a cow
they usually can get a little mflk, but
¢te feed of the cows does not encour-
age a plentiful yteld of miik. Thers -

, 18 a certain season of the year when

<hese poople decm snakes o deliclous

- food. Turtles and frogs, of courae,

are eaten. Muskrat, opposesum and
raco.n furnish variaticns of the djet.
The “bhominy” part of the daily meal
consists of bread made of unbolted
cornmeal, which contains o large por.
tion of bran. Bread maXing I8 a sim.
ple process. The meal {8 wet, and
baked in the ashes, withow ealt or

Home of the Second Class.

leavening materlar Cook stoves are
unknown, and all the cooking is done
in the nrep-la,ce Drink.ng water, an -
m.ight be imagined from the nadture of
the soil, is stagnant and brackish, and
often muddy, One famly that has
been studied occaapies g hovse made of
rough boards set on end without
wenther stripe. The house stands on

re gaborhocd of the Normal and Ag-|oth

next meek*a mhw{mg,
utlors Ve - - ;

The only distinctive nem Mtﬁt»
ment. of the county is Butiers Farm
which gete its name from the fact thit
&t the oloso of the civll war Qenéial
Butler gavacth Lt LR T ey
The settlement containg e wovre of |
families, each cwaing its ltttle pe.tclﬁ
of two or three acree of land, - Th
houses are frame, without lath ‘an
plaster, and the tn&l:de usually s
pered with unewspapers or 10
plates, Some houases contals
and some depend for heat &‘,ﬁ& ¢
looking upon the open fireplace,

‘| of the familfea raise ),ﬁgs‘ yet gla ‘
{rom

ed side bacom coles |

the store for grocerles. Thase peopls
do not, as a rule, Ilke brend--o“lt ‘I 93
taatalens.” Instead

Lor biscuit made of wheat flour. ‘Th

tamities that do eat bread. wmu

the economy to ba.ke i:t. tbamaelm
What Hamplon trafning doos. 1%
shown in the {llustration of the hours
of a negro bookkedper, who oainm $1,4 ..
200 & year.. He and his wife a.rergrad
nates o7 the mg&ug&g M RIX
their seven-roomed e, . \
influence radistes . out sanong - thele
people even. l'lke thut. ot thvlr 1

’mm Mnh Wlm Wm'ka,

*Phe maft thet s 6 far
that le likes thes
sald Mr. Stoggleton,
feel hopeful ctmmasit. uppLBe
the yvery great majority ' of
through the work we bave in
eamost way wé can and 'get throughy
it, slepping the betd places: when: w0
#.ule, and thinking we'lt be ; g
it's finished; but the next 36
just the same; there will be> just
about 80 many hard places in it, ‘an
then we'll be wishing just.the sam
that we could get thmug

“The faol appears to bi i
are alwaye trying to shirk the meaenﬂt

job. We meen well, in'a feeblmsﬁ(rtbi i

way, and the next th!ns ‘we tack
are going to do right up to the havdl
but when wo stetke. that; wh

ot work

able thing to do 18
_cconsionally

is sﬁlns bo bﬁn
" mha,tervarjx

cranny; he 81y
can pass by, b
and he goes’ sitisfle
work, and he's the one man 1
gand that lead& al! &he rait

| nrst mﬁ&:ﬁ

have a large nt

o riimoaﬂ:m wit

morning & ¥

casualty cepe. . Affer Ii o%c;acﬁ

ng fne chges arly
street accldents, an
comes cases 3 ;sws
Tows and delt *a&st%uiﬁ

pile:, and fowls and doge iive under: i"

neath.

. E

Neat Hampton Institote.

In Elizabeth City county, Va., many LIS

of the negroes have had the aﬂmm’
tage of the influepes of Hampton Tage .
stitnte, and also ayre belped out by the

employment, afforded by the two large - ..

boicls at Old Poing Comfort and by the
shipyards and industries of Newport
Nows. As this county contains also its.
ful quota of the exceedingly poor, ine
struetive comparisons ean bs made be-
tween those who might be called the
fairly well 10 do.axd those who strig
gle through lifedn n state of almost .
.abject poverty. - Many wegroes in thiy.

-county own from one te three acres of "

T or Americat, ¥ a1
tiote, which is ﬂ,ﬁﬂiﬁ&

éﬁﬁﬂiﬁf, the

e elass “ﬁ

Imd twoarWanfmymm-

ore, while.
Mnﬂolf ao m
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