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. I bad beon amnzed by the andacity
att the seizure of this ship. But I was

- ‘a0t tho least ‘bit surprised that my
mpf.athur shonld have acted flrat
x mua s paxt in-the piece. ] was shook-

"' but not asonished that be sbonld |
- onve led like sin throughont. And if
" o escapod tho 1aw who was to say he

Monld net make a good ¢nd? Age palea
songoience, whioh after a while etrikea

“work like a drankard’s liver, and sowe |

naar parsone and dootors talking with

9{!5‘”‘ ot the edifying doath. beds uf j.. . Xoo will plesss remombes it-wae:in-

-SHIP

| {n-the 'ahib.ho signs of broakiant voIng
. nwpated. and the hovr abous a.quarter

vefury nine, 1 pot on my bat and went
‘ in deck. It was very hot. Cionds
{ with bloish bellies, as though laden
I with clectrip matter, floated plately and
slow under n fine white-blae sky. Ear
ly asit was the supshines stung A
pleasant wind was Dblowing. The
1casn had forgotten the tronble of the
- gale, and oame liftiug in a peaceful,
long, dark blue swell ont of the porth.

My atep-father aud Owen stood to-
gether at the lee rail, ench with o tele-
scope; a halt-dozen ot follows on the
foreoastle stared ahead with symptoms
0! nnoasiness in their posturer and
motions. I walked to the lee side to
look and saw the canvas of a large sbip
glittering lke sifted enow. My atep-
fahter tared as thongh to observe
the wheael, and gave me 8 nod, amn
abrapt, short, convulsive gestm%‘ he
ssomod hal! distranght. He levolled
the glass again and Owen longed, and
togother they stared lu silence.

Captain Siuclaip theo said:
; ‘'She’'s afrigate and an Engliabman.
You may awear «0 her by her square
yarda. What foreigner outs his enils
go?*’

**Bhonldu't we shift our helm, sir?*®
,  **No, you fool.”

ople whoso ending according to the the year 1844,and in those times steam

qmmliats should have been a miserable
soane of shricks, straggles, and groana
“$0 Glod,

This sort of thonghts ran in my head
shilet I ast in €he cabin. I wounld not
again go on deck. If Owen oume
Holow I would withdraw to my berth.

. Lhad pot the least inteution to profit

from the Captain's adviey to bo eivid
30 the man; quite the cuntrary; a fib
- M passion shook me, and I tuoked at a
" . snife gpon the table.  Tuen & feuling

of cold horrar currected my wrath, | nants blowig from

wyirigh badt besn born of an afrighting
Jdmaginativn, I shoddered snd paced
the deok,
The awkward lont who had beon told
off to ani as steward oamo below to .
.plear tho table He sprawled and tnm-
bled and lurched, oftsn wtopping to ad-
mire the thioge be prciad ap  His
ted  and whisksred face was gopd
natred with desire to calk, and at laat
;g;uhing wy oyn, ho aaid:
© 7] allow we'te & golug to 'ave a
breeza, miss."
Thia tutarested mo
- locked for?*’
*Whoy, yoa. There's a deal of
Aightoang*®  Hia eye cought the baro-
meter agninst the wiezenmast and be
axolaimed, ‘What*'s the glass say, 1
wnder?’!  Ho loaked at 8. 1 sap
posc they'd onll this a drop,*’ sald he
1 walked to the shaft of the mifzen-
Do yuu undemtand

“Is & fair wind

* this thing?*®
, nWhoy' sea 11
 That white stafl {s qntokaurar?"
“That's roight, sMd "he, '‘ana if it
tiges ar fulls helow thae mark apon the

glinss, good or bad weather'a ta be ex

wmd. i 43 -
g "Suppwe the guloketlver rises above
- -the mutk; it way bhave rison the eighth
.of an inob; you look again, and it may
‘have riscn another ong-sixtesnth. But
bow omuyou teli? Itv's imipoesibie to
guoms at such rises and falls by the
measarvoment of the eya. '
*“Whoy, don't jergee,’’ he exolaim-
od, **that that thero mark 13 wennt w
be ahiflod; you slido him up or down at

Lol .;'l’givan time, koeping the ‘top of the

xpury on a line with it, and e
you're bound to 800 it thore's been o
rise or a drop.

"Thon." sald E, “if youkapt the key
of this case you oould ensily throaten

(d waatuer to the ship by eliding the
‘k above the line of the meroury?"
1t *nd lok a8 if there’d been n drop,
muinly." he anawored, squinting in-

X to the glaees with more earneatness,

4Bt there’s uo eaflor I allow, as un |
derstands a glm who canld be fooled

I warrans passcngera could be fool
4' » gcg thmgh?“

- **Whoy, I dgan"t donbt they oould. *
~r'¢" Qo)

UE\P'IER X,

"‘l’hut 1] e whﬂst I Iay in dbedt thn
1ng 0 the deepening guns of the gale,
and tho roaring thunder of avus rolliug
“into troughs under the ocunter, I pleo: |
 odany stoplather’s plot, and anderstoond
it all a4 cleverly ms thongh it had been
o! miie own contrivance.

- Ho had arranged for & schooner full

‘o! men to intercept the Mohook at o
given place; ha mancevred with the
weoathar and humbugged with the baro. |

~ meter to give the schooner the chanse of
-+ titny bis bright lookout of her proved
_she stood in need of. He it was whe
_plaved the arms’ ahest in the way of

[ the men and equipped them with other
;v!reapons seoratly brought aboard in the

And nowﬁ‘l bogaat to chink that hT
dof resswn iubwmgingmethhhim
to yesoue bl from the speoinl
sitin of: £he passengrers when the
beom sefued; e would hope
t Fedson thus; this has heen
worked out ihrough eome sort of
pontoderacy:- the rogue of the Mohook
iy be one-of the mwates; hemay be one
smopsof the wen forward; had the
ptain moditated so autrageous a. pro-
2 mm wowlﬂ not have brought his

WAY: mfahd ’&o aubjetst her to the
o o “this andruzons act of piracy.

-1 roasoned, and no doubt I was

ndkavory koen intelligence

& quickly blew any

ﬁamnﬁimxmtenmgh

Wv Iﬂ; xmd atl

was rare in the navies of the atates
Our Coloulal seabpards and home

| waters were navigated by sbips which

oiffured in nothing to a landsman’s
6yv from the veesels which had fown
the flags of Collingwood., Nelsou, und
Ezmouunth. 7Three-deckers under whole
breasts of topsails roured down the A¢-
luntie from the Chops to the Strait.
The waters of she Waat lodies were
whitzuemd by the coovas of frigates,
gorceites and sobouners with long pen-
thelr mastbeads.
Lape of -battile ships prutected our In-
tausts ln the Eostern seas. The ves-
sel now apprunching was apparontly a
frigate of furty-faar or fifty guns, and
might be making a straight course
homwe from the West Indlea [ lenued
over the rail, and watched her, drink-
w10 ber beanty, for [ found po othes
aiguifieasce in hev then tuan the majes
ty of hor lulty wings, the slow and
siately awaying of her mmnsthends, the
white foam reeling from her stem un:
dor a linu as white, chequerad by the
blurk teeth of gonus, and topped by the
glanctog lustrous steawm, the whole
fonpth of het, of hor stowed hammooks.

She was the voly ship o sight. Of
ten as 1 bud admired the Moaook she
suemed inean as a barge beside that
trigate, haughttly rising out of the
blue woters white as the lights she
was suiling through, aud gleaming
Itlko silk when ehone uwpon, from the
proud arches of her lower canvas tc
where the topmost oloths rounding
above the line of the yards trembled
off into the faintness and vaguenesa o
slow.

Uwsen ana vy stepfather constantly
liftod their glasses with foverisb swint

" movements; thay crossed and re-crossad

oach other in short excarsions of ath

wartship walk, talking with excito
ment, but in low scoenta. All the fal.
lows who had seized the ship were on
deuk at this time, regardless of their
watohes. Thoy, too, ahuwed them;
solves extraordinarily perturbed. Thoy
trudged in conples, now stopping to
look ahoad, ‘now halting to stare aft. |
could not imugioe, girl that 1 was,
what there might be n yonder ship to
oxoite all this unneasinosss

When the frigate was within a mile
of us, up Aoatod a string of flags to ber
mizzen royal masthead. It was clearly
the code of the Merchant Bervier,
somathing that Ceptain Sinclair undes.
stood, though he would be unable to
spoll mossages without the help of a
book; he violently struok the glass an-
deor bis arm and exclaimed loudly:

“*Haw shall [ be able to give her the
go-bye?’' Hse then oried to Owen:
**Hoist the ensign—there's the fiag-
locker under the grating yonder; peak
oend it and belay it, for thut's all tho
talk they ahall get out of me.’* Whilst
the ensign was floating to our mizzen
gafl-end, the stately ship was *‘luffea"
as it is called, which brought her head
a8 little moro towards us it was clear
! gho had something to communicate. I
‘henrd Captain Sinclair exclaim:

“They'll wonder tofind an Atlan.
tio liner down here. 8he’s suspiclons.
What's to be done?”’

He flung his glass down on the sky-
light and camo aft, his fingers work-
ing und his face dark as a thunder-
vloud.

‘'‘Get about some work, men,’” he
roared on a sudden. ‘‘Don't loaf abo=t
hiko that. Your sogering airs would
damn us if 'we were a8 honest as she.
Get to jobs—get to jobs — anything
that shall make you lock busy before
their gladses sweep our decks."’

“Captain,”* shouted Owen, in a
voige of terror, ‘‘she's a-backing her
main‘-topsaill”

I perfootly understood this expres.
sion, and mtnesaad the manoevre iu
the inatant of the fellow's spoech.
The frigate's coniral pyramid of sails
gloomed into shadow out of morning
brilliance, whilst every yard swung as
though operated by a single rope as
wo approanhed she drew out, giving
us a gradual view of her beauty.
saw the red spob of a marine here and
thera. A group of offlcurs stood near
the mizzen rigging; one who was s lis-
tle withdrawn held a speiking tram-
i pet. ‘Tho ship leaned from w8, show-
ing hor guns. whose won” throots were
thoked - with tomapilons The green
water nombed her copper in. fingers of
froth. Ouphigh streamed ber pennant,
| vanichifig frem the sight fa a miracle
of dnlmnoy whon it was still @icker-

- ing for fathoms; fow senmen were to

to seom, but one very well knew that
tho hatcehes of sach a ship as that were
meant to vomit their hundreds to the
first - henrb<dhaking sammons of the
bosfuwai-atid his mates,
Wa-were guing alogg ‘At about six
A

Cuptaiy Sinclalt dig.

L

himv»

'3 The frigute showed a formidable grin
of artillery o sholifted with the yearn
f the swell; weo were 80 closs 1 oonld
sJmost distingu™ the fuces of the offi-
' J8T8.

**Bhip wuhoy!"’ thundered a voice
ihrough the peaking trumpet, whoee
sironlar mouth frsming the ruby face
ihe voice belonged to Beemed to threat-
m os like o quartr-deck gua. **Heave
rour ship to. J want to send a boat
iboard you."

But we were sliding past, and al-
wady the frigate wea on our quarter,
with Captain Sinclair in the miazen
ngging shouting back: ‘*What is i
jou want? 1 dan't understand yon,'’

sard of hearing.

**Heuve your ship to,"* roared the
ther, nnd pulling his trompet from
sis mouth ho bradished it in wrath '
it bis own topasil and the line of signal
lugs. ¢

Captain Sineclair shook his head, and
pringing out ¢t the rigging, told Owen
0 dip the ensigmn once and thes haul it
jown.

‘Lot them think we're madmen. or
jogs iv mapners, ' said he, addressing
we with a wild light in his eyes and a
jeertng look iu bis face. **What does
the want? Bhe bwuo righs tv . board
g T

He fell silent oua sudden, watobing
the frigate witn an expression that
grew barder and darker. I watohed
per too, rFearcely as yet uuderstanding
the weaning of it ull. It was fmpos-
sible that anythingcould be in ohase
of us as yet. Besides that noble ship
vad beaded up to ws from waters into
which it would take weeks to carry the
1ows of the piracy. The backing of
tier topsail yard seomed to ine like a
tow from & strapger, a gentleman’s
nvilaty of the bat. She wished to
speak to ue; wby did sos Capiain Sio-
clair atay?

Motlouless, ome kuee a little crooked,
bis bead slightly wmdvanced, his eyes
abining in alovelstare under a fixed
€r.wn, my stepfathor watoched the fri-
gore; eo did I; mo did all hands, the
aian at the wheel again and agaic
swinging wanensily off the spokes to
1ook bebind as though he feared a sbot.

""Round gous bertaws'l yard,'' sung
aut Owen ‘*Count  her broadside
euns!  Hell alive O, there's a smashex
jor ye, mates!"

“*They shonld bavo been allowed to
tond a boat.,” bawled a fellow on the
outn duek.  "We've made old cheese
ulithe #hip by this They've got the
seent. "’

""See here, bullies,'” shonted anoth.
er, '*wance let wan of them chaps ip
huttons come vver the side,and ye shal)
sull the rest of your Iife avd liberty fu
o furden to the Bt Lleedin® Jow ye
culnns aoross. '’

Unce the Captiin Jooked round
tureateningly, but did not spenk, The
men seemed to havono respect for his

DI N 1eR,
“Foll for stays by the thunder ot

(God!'' ronred a voice  '‘She’s arter
as.”’

The frigate heeled as she courted the
stendy gust of thebrilliant wind wto
her swelling cloths; her stern winduws
flashed, the gilt-work about her quarter-
galleries glowed like a splendor of
sabset over the white seething of the
first of her rave of fonming water; she
gathered way with o burst of brine
frumn the bow that arched a rmiubow
from cathead to gangway. {p apother
minute hor shape changed, the edges
of her sails sharpened apon us, the
length of ber broadside stole out nnder
theshaking milk- white heighta as she
came rounding into our wake, and with
the nstonishing swiftness of the sea-
mauship of a British wman-of-wur,
whore there are thirty men for a rupe
and where overytiing swings and
hoijsts as to a single impalse; the bear-
¢iful tabrio was in hot chaseabout three
miles astern.

Puff! The first intimation of her
intention was a bright ball of gunpow-
der smoke that spraig from bher tow
gun and went chredding like torn ailk
down the wind. It was uumshotted and
the report struck tho ear in a single
empty blast

*“My lads, bis pext gan will have a
messenger,”® orled Captas:n Sinolair,
roniing to aidway the gparter-deck
and coming to a _halt there. ‘“‘We'l}
malke a long chase ofit. We'll esocape
her in the night. I know the Mohock’s
heels better than youn. Starboard
mainbraces! Trim to bring ber olose
to tiv wind. Keep yuur wits—don t
flounder. "’

Ho mado a signal to the wheel. Tl e
ship was brought a little nearer to the
wind, and the yards hiaced forward.
¢‘Up aloft, some of you, and rig out
that foretopmast ¢u'n sail boom. '
They were clumsy seamen, and they
sprawled in the rigging and shook the
shrouds and were slow in getting the
boom out; but they waked as for life or
death; they did their 'longshore best;
and indeed it might mean death tosome
ar all of them it it should turn out that
‘any of the pamgeengers ar the original
srew had perisbed.

It was nearly elevenn'olook. I had
aot broken my fast, btut could fesl no
asungér in the wild, the almost mad-
fening exoitegnent raled by this sad-
jon, most amazing, tragic change of
sountenanse in our affuirs, It was in.
telligible to me now. That ship sus-
pectiug us was pursuing us, and if she
boarded us the detection of my step-
lather’'s and the crew's crimme conld .
s0arce be more than the matter of a
1aestion or two. We wure flying for our
lives,and yonder spacicus tower astern,
Irim, silent, patiert, with the spray
lifting toher hawsepipes, was after
as, ona meant to question wus, and
was trembling $9 ber topmost oloths
with flerce suppressed resolution to
iake ns.

Did I say she was silent? Not for
iong. It was barely thxeo wmiinates

 since she first fired, whem I saw her

4ing, o tremble of rich shadows ran

bhrongh the satin of hor sails, red fire
glancedt - mear her figure-head, and a
woond gan was let fly. 'J.'his tisme they
tad loaded swith ball.  Even my un.
pl‘wtioed earl éoulﬁ tull the diﬂemnoo

with his bana to his head s though

' tween the bollow thug, tike thy aar-
g of 8 cork, of the first explosion, and
the sinsrt metallio ring of the second.

some of our seawen onddled them.
wives about the decka.  The fellow at
‘he wheel cried out, **If they go on
oot 1 stand to be cut in swe.”’
I'he Captain took no notice. He glanc-
eod aluft as tbhough seeiking for some
wken of mischief there. The breeze
new no fresher, but my stepfatber had
vrought the Mohook to ber bess sailing
pe 1nt; she was a olipper, with an entry
ot bow like a racing yacht. She was
rleanng throngh it as thougb prupelled
by steass, sheeting ont the water to
lsewasrd io a gem-colored dazzle that
went away into the wake without
Hoise,

it was impossible to guess at this
early tiime whether we gaived or lost.
The frigate hung astern like a clond
She too, bad set s foretopmast studding
sail, asnd o third gun blazsd at her bow
as I watched ber. It was just then I
caupht my stepfather’s eye

(3o below, ** be cried.

‘\Why? Let me watch this chase. *’

“‘Go below,’" he reprated. *They
gre throwivryg shot at uv  The deck t
no place for yon Go below.’”

Aud he appruached me in an attitnde
that was wade a ieusee of by L face

**1 shall be as safe on deck as in the
oabin,’’ 1 oned, imploringly, for I was
a‘raid to go beluw ‘A caunon ball
uight as easily kill we shere.”’

He situply puinted te the coinpanion,
too enraged to speak. aved indeoed 1 war
a fool to withhold justint obedicuce w
such a time: for pouw the hig gan-«hip
was after us you saw as platnly as yuo
coold see the powder suvke of her
cannon that our bold  puatic crew,
frows Owen down,fur all their thick
bowian atterauce to us PoOr pASSENZETS,
an«d fur all their brave beating of the
decks with the butt euds of then
waskets, han livers of cream with the
bratos of bares {n their skulls.

I slunk down the ocompanion way,
and went straight aftinto the Captain’t
cabin, and watched th frigate for s
little throngh the open window., She
looked loyw dowu npon thesea, and a
far off again. It was only when the
swell rose us that | saw the broad
white chequered bands mesting at he
bows. She did pot comtinme to fire,
whether beonuse we were ocut of range
of her bow shot, or brocause she knew
ghe was slowly overuawuling us ‘anc
withheld her powder for a sure sling o
ball, | could pot 1e}ll. She was a lit
tlv to lvoward on the quarter. [ coulc
seo the white of onr wake broadening
out fun shaped us it did, flash to the
very bends of her.

1 went intv the pantry to get some
thing to ent, wondering when [ agair
looked it 1 should fina the pursuing
ship gruwing. 1 made a weal off som¢
nold meat,biscuit and wine,and linger
ed over it. What wuoold bappen i
the frigate sunt an officer! \Who wa

t contradiot Captain Srelajr it he tolc
a lie and his men heln their tongoes!

Suppow they searched the ship, there
was nothing countraband in the vessel 1
fmagined® What was goud as a con-
signment for New York would he
equally good as a consigrament for any
purt the Captain might chhouse Lo sweat
he was boand ta.

Huavens, bow little did 1 know of
the sea 1o those days

After balf an  hour [ agaiu entered
the Captain's cabin. There hung the
frizate steady as the moon upon the
waters. Was she growiug® I now
seemed to see the gleam of her copper-
ed forefoot as the suige lifted it ont of
the foam beiling about the bows. The
captain's telescope was on deck; J
picked up the binocular glass and the
splendid wessel swelled close in the
lenses. I saw the redcomted seutries,
also two or three men in brass buttons
and gold bands oarelessly pacing the
quarter-doak; now and again vne would
pause and lightly inspect us through
suoch another glass as I gsed All
seamed sternly quiet and hidden. At
times some sailors wonld come into the
bows; once a gang of eight or tem men
sprang aloft. There was something

" merciless in thut steady silent chase;

twas as though the men left all the
work of it to the ship; she, iron-throat-
e, swollen to the heavens with velent-
less cloths followed as living and lick-
erishly eager as a bloodhonnd in chase.
The Mohonk seemed to thrill: we were
as the hare; the agony of the fear and
expuotation of the hearts above was in
her.

Whilst I loocked I beheld the sea
darkening on the windward side. It
roughened also with broader gleams
and longer lights. Its dya was a dark
violet. whose edge flickered raggedly
against the vast purple olond that
shadowed the weather seaboard. The
colar spread with the rush of the wind;
the Mohock leaned sharply, and as she
did so a sea sprang in a oload of salt
over the bows of the frigate.

1 had no means of judging cur pace
«ave by the wake that soaled in a live.
ing shest of brilliance from under the
cabin window. The Monook seemed to
boil through it with a comet's speed,
but the ship astern leanimg heavily
over with her studding-sail boom and
every yardarm pointing at the sky,and
her canvas rounding out of soft shadow
into brassy brightness, hung steady.
Was she gaining or losing gronnd?

My eyes were weary, my limbs trem-
bled, and as I dared not rettarn on deck
I went into the saloon and threw my-
3elf upon a sofa,

I might have sank into a reverie that
was like a dozo; be this as it will, 1
was startled by the sound of a gun. I
sprang to my feet, but the angle of the
Jeck was so sharp that for some mo-
ments I found a difficulty in standing
apright. I moved as best 1 could in:
she direction of the Captain’s cabin,but
oefore I arrived I heard a socond gun
:hat seemed to my cars alowd and
jear report; it was immediately fol-
iowed by & smart noise of splintering;
a great piece of mast or yard hit the
Jeck overhead with a mighty thamp;
she Mohook then ina minute or two
ame npright on a level keel with all |

sails thundering The noise of that '
2:; metd Oﬂ‘ ﬂﬂmﬂnx canvRs Was liko

—t

. biis vap.- as.in the “steru sheetn, The

e rage of a gale with shunaer roisng
iroogh it. 1 beard a vass deal of
shouting om deck, and the drawn yawl-
n: of seamen dragging opon ropes, My
. 1t was beating violeutly, and a cold
»isr.iration covered ruy face, indeed |
ud pot kmow but that the Mohaok
3ad been hulled and was sivking, and,
which was oqualiy terrifying, ovexy
wietant | expected to bear tbe crash of
a liz wout Bying throogh the saloon.
duuh was my terror, 1 sank apon my
wneos and crawled like a staggerivg
zitten, to look tor the ship astern. bhe
was 1ot 10 be seen from she window.
No white race rmshed now from onr
vessel. The Mohook sat upright, head
;o wind,and the sea-flashus glapnsed and
melted in runs from ander the connter
as though she bad been at anchar. 1
returned to the saloon, and locking
th-ough 5 port hole saw the frigate
slose by. She had backed ber main
topsail yard, and a long black boat,full
of men, was despending to the water to
» whistling like the concert of the
trees.  The laige circular window gave
me a fine view of the frigate and scens
>f water she was prondly pawing. |
sonuted fourtesn men in the boat, and
an officer in blue eloth, a stripe on his
wrist, and a gold band and crown wun

symmetric flash and dip of the oars gave
a romantin beanty to the appearance of
the men as they bowed and lay back,
all of them attired in the light blue
shirt and white trounsers of the Navy.

The ships hung within easy speaking
iistance and those sweeping blades |
spesdily measured the dancing blne be-
tween. [ lostsight of the boat when
she came alongnde, and was watubing
the frigate when 1 heard a atep, and
lovking rounad saw Captain Sinclair. ‘

I hardly knew him. It was not only
usis ashy paleness, nor yet a distorting
expression of deep despair, it was that |
sort of change yod witness in the dead :
swhen the panys of dissolution have pes-
ished out of the muscles, and the count-
enance puts ou a character that reocalls
apother. He tuok wpo notice of me |
whataver; he thraw his cap down apoun |
*he table, rvated hiwself, aud folding |
bisarms tightly upon his breast, lay .
Lack with an expressin of savage des- .
perate expectation, such as one might
poton who, being cornered by a wild
beast, awaits a leap.

I waut to the end of the saloon and sat
down with mv vyes upou hin, not dar-
inyg to sprnk | sasprcted he had corue
beiow to kil himself, and perhaps me,
and so [ slupk off ina huing way, for
it was not1p my puwsr to restraio him
it was cuertainly not my destire that he
should iuvolve me in his own destruc-
tion. After a hittle the light wuas ob-
structed in the natch, and a naval liea-
teunant, followed by a blue-jacket, de-
scended. The officer immediately un-
covered at sight of me

Ho was a fine-looking young man, |
about seven and-twenty years of age, '

srect. with detk cvoa gndg o th
ohecks. A sword bung at hie rirlg, and

bis left haud oarelessty rvpused wvpor
the bilt of 1t a3 he made a step to-
wards Captain Sinolair.

“Are you the master of this shij
agir?’’ he asked

“l am,”* answered my »tepfathen
without rising or relaxing his rmgid pos,
tarve.

*Pray, why didn’t you heave ¢«
when we signalled you to do so'?’

*l am an Englishman and this is s
trader and I ochose tw pursue my
ovurss, ' answered the Captatn.

*[ will thank you to show me youi
papers, '’ said the lieatenant, glanocing
round the salovn with many but quiet
marks of surpriso at the eleganoce of the
decoratioos.

**You have no right to see my pa
pers,”’ anwered Captain Sinolair. '

‘'l have 80 moobh right that I must

insist wpon _your , prodacing them at
308" ¢ Xiius ..ty ..o Ll utesant stern-

y. but without temper.

My steplather made no reply. On
this the If utenant looked 8bout him,
and them said something to the seaman
which I did not catch. [ observed that
the blune-jacket was armed with a out-
lags. ‘The lieutemant, instinotively
guessing the captain's cabin, walked
straight into it My stopfather fol-
lowed him with his eyes, and as the
officer crossed the threshold started
restrained himsslf, and turned his back.

““Do you refuss still to show me yone
papers?’’ said the lientenant coming
out of the cabin quaickly, after rum-
maging there five mioutes,

‘I refuse nothing, ' sir."*

‘“Produce them.’”’

**It is your business to find them.™ 3

*“You have hidden or destroyed them.
Do you withhold all information aa
to the charaoter and nature of the voy
age of this ship?”

**You must find ont everything for
yourself,”’ answerad my stepfather,
rising and expanding his ohest, and
swelling himself as though he measur-
ed bis beight against the lientenant's, ,

The officer pansed a moment with his
gyes upon me.

““Are you this gentleman. wife?"‘

said he.

*‘My daughter,” snapped in Captain
Sincilair.

The licutenant meking me & slight |
bow went on deck followed by the l
gegman. The trigate had floatea out |
of my soope of vision, owing to some
shift in our ship's position. The lien- i
tevant had not been gone a minute ;
wheul heard his wvoice bailing his |
thip: the man-of-war apperared to be |
lying astern. X did nototearly hear his |
words; I made bis bail out to signify -
that the Captain of this vessel had de- ;
stroyed or seoreted his papers and re-
tused all information. This was fol-
lowed by a faint long-drawn growl
and I olearly heard the lieutenant sing
put:

“*No, appearance of a slaver about
ber. She has a richly fornished sa-
loon, and is evidently an Ameriean ,
slipper liner.” ;

Hezre the voices ceased, and [ could
oot imagine wnat was next to happen.
I =aid to my steplather:

“May I goon deok?”’

*‘Suop , herol’’. he answared with a"m
mnmer sndvmnp s mgh ho ad-

 gresaed sdime low b}mkgwd sailor.

1 conld have wept my eyos ous with
spite and rage. What right had he w0
sall :na his danghter to that fime, gen-
{lemanly oficer? His behaviar,
looks, ons situation, made his oumpan-
fonship intolerable then, and a5 he
would not allow me to go on deck X
walked into my canin. There I stay
od tiil I heard voices. When I peeped
put I saw the yoong lientenans ad-
fizessing my stepfather, who leaned
asginst the ehaft of the mizzamas
I just canght the words:

“Yon are at liberty to remain in this
skhip along with yoor daughter. The
crew will be transferred to the frigate,
which will keep us company to Kinge
ton. *"

Captalp Sinclair made no sign. AR
the lieutenant rounded on his hsgal he
saw me standing in the door of my
berth, and ocame to me with his has ia
his band.

*Yon are not to be inconventenoed,*’
8aid he, ‘‘ynn will reissin in this ves-
sel. Had your father chosen (o he
civil, and answered my gnestions, we
mizhs not have had occasion to trouble
you at all,’?

Be half smiled as he aaid this, with
s shrewd rxoll of his dark ﬂne eyu

sronpd the saloon..

'Lapmn Sinolair is IDJ ntap tath-

L' sadd L

“l beg your pardon. And may I take
the liberty of asking your name?*’

‘Lauara Hayes.’

He showed a set of fine white testh
with the smile he gave, whilst he ex-
claimed, with the moss insinnatingly

| ebarming look:

“'Did not this ship leave England
bouud for New York, Miss Hayes?''

| glanced over his shoulder at my
stopiather, and meeting bis stern gaza,
oaivred, and exoclaimed:

“Don't ask me any quesations.**

Ho smiled and sprang up the etepa
‘The moment he was gone Captain Sig-
oluir came ap to me.

*What has the fellow been asking
you” ' he exolaimed, his face discalorsd
s though his wrath strangled him,

. It you were my father?’
“W hat more?”’
“If this ship left London for New

' Yorke”

‘W bat did you say?”’ )
*] retused to answer any qnastions. o
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