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© . “What do they imtend to do with

‘him?’ I asked.

‘I oxpeot,’” eaid Monsignor, “that
-they have kept him to help them ¢o
-nnvigate the ehip. None of the fellows
- saw looked eduoated and qualified as
-anvigator.” 4
L **Xom'1lfind that’s it,'’ aaid thegrass-
“‘hopper, “Bat will be navigato the

skip?'! he proceeded with exgitement
“'Qught he to kift his sextant, or take
alingle peep At his barometer unless
wiliprovido-for}:
our gafety and arrival in & reasonable
time in America?"’

**Trust him to know his business,”
sd Monsignor, gently. ‘“*Yon are

sight, madam. It is comforting to

know that he is on board. Yet what

must be his feelings? His crew sent

adrift, his ghip ocaptured, her ocourse
. slteres, himself a prisoner!” Heup:
Q zolled his eyes till nothing showed but
. the whistes, and Mr. Maobride groaned
"+ in emypathy with that fine exprossive
1ace of misery.

Ag this moment the wiry man thrust
Bis head into thee akylight, and -catled
in his hoarss note:

*sBelow therel
amongst ye!''

I started and folt myself turn ashen,
yot I went at amoe to the table and
looked np and sald, **'What do you
wmt 7] .

**Tho oaptain wishes to have a talk
along with you, miss,'' answered the
{ellow, persovering in his voice of
studied hoarsepaesa. *‘In plain words,
wo'#6 given him his choiocs, and he
wants you to help him to decide. 1'1l
v open the doors if yon'll comse up. "’

Wk He withdrew his head,

S **This is no ruse, I hope,*' oried the
oo Colonel.  *‘Miss Hayeu §s a flue young

< woman, and by thunder the ladies must
beveapeoted and proteoted, firat and fore-
agost. ' and now ho seemed fn earness,
for ho sprang to his legs with his faoe
fall of blood, and 0 wild look at the
frame-where tho man’s head had been.

L ‘% -don't think Miss Hayes has any
T med o be afraid,” said the bard-faced
© R Jady.  ‘*Pray consider,” sald she, ad-
- lressing the others *‘It's her stop-
Mher who esnds for her.”

“Lwent o my oabin withont more
l&oand pos on my bat and jadket,
Co thm monnted the companion steps and

-1 X¥uoocked upon the doors; they were im-
‘medintely opened Ly the wiry man
.- +4ho, on my stepping on deck, seourely

~ . Xxlosed them afresh, by some arrango-

... spentd of staple audpadlook. | felt ox-
& ' mdmgly frightencd whon the doors
. ‘wete closed and I found mysolt alone,
-\, _that-im the only woman. The western

- light was & blaze of splendar, and the
" ahip bowed stately beforu the breazo in

tho royal dross of orimeon the sunset

druped hor with, Soven or eight fel
lows atood about tho decks in two or
threes. Ono grasping a muosket guard-
ed the main hatch. I saw no other
, sentry. I sent ome quick look seaward
- v+ insearch of the bont, but out in the

e dimﬁon ghe bad been heading for, it
MR melting dark blue watur, flash

LoEL tul with red gleams alipping from one

" orest to another, with the two sail on
: , theveigy of the deep showing full
*. breasted, and as large again as from
: th ca‘ﬁin witidow.

‘ 6 wity man safd roughly, 4"l ve
q»«—wa!t rig ¢ with them. . Ono of those
S ihips as shifted her helm. to piok the

; tp. Now you'a better come along
mm««mm Uamen are im-
‘,‘,tﬁui and want bim to deide
ﬁ,‘*ﬂ‘ﬁ"i
! linsageakisg holed the way into
a!ﬁepl:tott&nshxp.

Is Miss Hayes

Lo

: CHAPTER Wi,
TR CAPTAIN VISITS THE PABSENGERS
"“The range of the ship's deck looked
satige with the fresh orew of sauntur-
g barly rogues;. the ‘tweendeck folk
16 under hatohos, and the fellow
ided thems glanced grimly ab
' * Poasibly he was the
%5 Colonel hed epoken
qqiifn #nd had a bare lip
- bwir, and s huge koob of
abled the girth of the neok
i oar:  Hix face, almost to
] ofhia 608, WY GOVOr~
; orawliby fed whiskerk
‘othm wosed of the avarage ,
uiuq otntmt of boatmen;

.} o locker, and a table,

-~ A

Jratber bigger than an average saicon.

It contained a couple of bunks,
My steptather
sat upon the rocker, stiff, and stanng
fur frout of bim like a blind moan. Llis
familiar frown blaokened the expression
of bis face as he looked tame. He
sesineed haggard in features somewhat
and disurdered in apparel. Afterwards
in thinkiug bow this might be, sebing
tbat his sen-clothes were not of a sort to
be easily ‘‘disordered,’'’l foand in the
photographio metnories of my gight that
the impression was prodoced by his
collar and cravat. e made no sign,
and I felt afraid. Prusently combing
down hisfaoe with his Augers as though
he wonld tighten the slack stays of his
wita behind his eyes, he said:

‘I want to consult yon. My mind
is unhinged. This is tho most dread-
ful situation that ever the master of a
ship was placed in. *

1 sat down but answered nothing.

“] suppose you kuow,” suid bhe,
“*¢hat they bave driven all the original
ship's company, eaving myself, into
the boat we took the scoundrels out of.
They would not send me away. No.
The devils mast Keep me to navigate
the vessel, though 1 hegged them to

choobse one of the mates and despatch
| 3po With gy men,.-

“"What are their planst" T asked.

“How do I know,'’ bhe answered,
speaking with & sudden possion.
**This is the alternative they give me:
carry this ship to a place which we
shall name to you, or dquit bLer in an
open boat, ™

**Which will you do*"’

“I don't understand the slovenly
enolness of that question,'’ said he
*'1 may ret a valoe upon wy life [
hope, withoat regard to your opinioy of
its worth '’

I would give auythiog, ' sald I
‘*that they bad chosvu une of the inates
and sent yon a away with the old ship’s
company.’’

*'Yes, 1 entreated them to do s’

*‘Faher,’’ said 1. ‘‘this seizurv is the
result of a conspiraoy that must have
been arranged before the ship smiled.”’

“How aan I tull,’ he auswored,
frowning and folding bts arws and
leaning baok.

**They arv saying in the cabin that
there aro no pirates in these swan That
bont load of men banging in the path
of the vessel was n ruse to capture her.
The ship they belonged tuo wus not
likely to be very far off. Was it that
sochooner that spoke us a night ur two
ago do you think?'’

**Is that thought in the saloon?”’

*‘1t's my own suspicion.'’

oahin.

¢he bLusiness?’’

**We are hurribly frightened. We
are looked nop and an anrwed man
guards us. We are in fear of our hives,
and we van talk of nothing but whas
is to become of ua.”’

*But what is said?’’ he exolaimed,
searching my eyes with his keen gaze
as though he would constrain by the

passion and grief of his looks to be
brief and frank.

*The hardest thing, the only thing
perbaps worth noting in oll the talk
was the exolamation of one of them,
that you and the officers must he con-
foderates in this conspiracy.'’

“Who said that?'' he demanded,
stifening himself ereot into his former
blind man’s posture.

s+ forget.”’

“'Reoall tho name. "’

*f forget. **

*‘Was it the priast —was it the Col-
onel—was it Mr. Jackion?'

*] forget.*’

Ha did not believe me, but then he
knew for all my good humor I had the
spirit of & mule.

“‘What led to that remark?"’
“Why," said I, ‘I tbink it was
owing to tho stewardess saying that as
the rogues bad armed themrelves with
cutlasses, and there were no cutlasses
in the arms chaat, parnels of weapouns
must have been ssorctly laid in for
them in dook.’’

¢How did she know what the arms’
chest held?"”® he repliad, lunking as
though what Ieaid relieved his mind.
“The- arms’ chest was handsomely
equipped for this voyage. Isaw to it
wysalf at the request of ths owverk
Do you know that there are ninety-
oight thousand pounds in gold in this
ship?”’

*‘Yes, it has boen talked of in the
oabin,”’

“They wmust have read the state-

pors, '’ he exolaimed.
aisuned—a diabolical plan
ruin me **

*How Qid the people in the boat
‘know exaotly Wwhere to find this ship?"’
“The tieok of the liners is constant
They took their chanoe, T suppose.
Besides, what do I know about it?** he

‘It was swiftly
it wall

shouted. *You talk to me suspici-
ously. I don’t like your &irs and
looks. You bhave declared you met

one of the villains at my house befors

that. >’

o mwmi Jeaning alonge
c::pucmu. anohor-Hukes,
- They ~wete varis |
',onein a moleakiu vhp,
-awake, herea '
Jorsey. ‘They
short ‘walks, thoir bauds for
¢ Buried in their bresches’
- haaks bumped. A big
Fibyuses stood ‘bobind - of dbafs the
ik The atter part Was the ship’s
46 o3 division contained
limake::"’& and oare
he' wiry woun went
] dﬂxﬂe of this

. borning ad#ife a whole oyxiipany of men
~in an opin' bost
AW

“No, You have told me Tam wrong.
There’s & man on board véry much
like tho man I aaw,”

“And that's about it,"" eaid he,

“*hut I oallad you here to oconsult with

yon. Whatshalll do. Yf I deoline
'to navigate the vessel thay'll send me
adrift. “Why should they fores me to
saorifice my life? Thay bsve ruined
we. Shall 1 sllow them to destray
e alse?’

‘*Is therono hope of re-possessing our-
gelves of the vesgel?*’

«What do you adviso?'* be exolaim.
ed, impatiently. ‘“Repassess!”  he
‘went on, with much uritating sarcasm
in bis wmanver. “Y ptand alone,
Whot help am I to expect from the
heroes of the saloon? The men bave
seized thie sbip, and the muopeys tbeirs
whilst they bave bold of 'hers’ They
are armed, every man, & -merciless
‘@evilish lot, as may be juaged by their
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fudeiEe™ Be fopeated.”

*‘What do the passengers say nbout,

ment of her freight in the newspa-

ho sailed. Do you still iusisi upon:

tor fencibles of the ‘tween aecks, wues
worse for you women.’’ *

{t was almost dark now; I could
scarcely nee his face. The shadow had
cume on s sudden in a lomg moan of
wot blast over the wail,. A hoarse
voice sbouted sharply from the quar-
ter-deck. A minute later I was }isten-
ing to the yowling of men pulling at
yopes; 1t was a song of the hlue water
saljor, but pot snog as the old com-
pany ased to sing it. The air in their
mouths wanted the waltzing, deop sea
roll it takes when chanted by real sea-
men. My stepfather went to ope of
the littie windows and lonked forth; he
carried bhis bands behind him, and
whilst he stared I watched bis fingers

iito sncff.

**What do you advise®'’ he exclaim-
ed.

**{f they send you in an open boat
thev'll tuke care thore’s a ship in the
Leiebhorbioud, I suppose”'’ said 1.

“'I'bey’ll not wait for a ship to be
in the neighborhood as yi call it**
he unswered. ‘Lot me t3]] themn now
I refuse to pavigate ‘he ship, and
they'll send me adrift out of hand in
the gig that bangs astern, to live, if I
can, thr =-h the nj sht.  What do you

“*If I were in your plave [ should
consult my honor flrst of all.”’

**What bas my honor got to do with
it*'' he sbouted. **We pick up a
boat load of ruffians in good faith. be-
Heving tnem shipwrecked men. They
rise, rrom themsvlves, and seize the
ship. How is my homor concerned®"

I made no reply.

“You can return to the salnon,
snid he, after a pause, **and expliin 1o
the puassengers the sjtuation I am
placed in  Perhaps they'll agrer wnl
ine that the commander of 4 shipshouid
vever desert his post.”’

‘“When i1 your answer expected?’’
said I, with a faint smile.

*Wheu 1 have made up my mind,”’
he replied.

Saying which be took the dvor in his
hands as though ue would slide it open,
and then recollecting himself, beat
apon it. It was thrust along its
grooves from outside by a feliow who
held a wusket in a posture of readi-
aess; yet tho house had nat been senti-
oelled when I entered it! I passed
through the door fillea with wonder,
shame, and tempor and the moment [
was out the armed man rushed the door
to with an ununecesaarry show of savage
suergy.

The sun was gone, and the sua glano-

crimson haze, but it was dark in the
onst with a sky full of stars. The
wind had shifted and freshened,and the
ship was lying over under redunoed
canvas, washing white through the
'dmk of the early night, and the stars
sver the sweeping mastheads seemed to
listen up in the silence there tv the
wusic {n the shrounda

I was tegribly depressed and fright-
sped, and whilst I went along the deck
1 tried to understand why I had been
brought into this mysterious astonish-
ing business, why, in other words, he
should bave oarried me nalong with
him this voyage? Some object he had,
~but 1 could find none.
| When I reached the quarter deck a
‘ figure stepped from the mizzen rig-
ging; it wasa wiry man; so far the
gentry were nameless. He said grufily
and hoarsely:

*What does the captain mean to do?
We can't keop all on watting. *'

‘*‘Have you no navigator amongst
you?"’ said I, stopping and looking at his
face by the starshine and faint twi-
light. '

“Never you ming,’” he answered. |

and you send him adrift, what will
you do?'’

He laughed ‘‘Do®'' he exclaimed.
‘““Withoot him anyway. How've ye
counselled bim?*’

‘‘He needs no advice,"' sald I, and I
left him swaying on his hecls against
tho western rusty soar that slipped to
and fro past the squares in the shrounds
and stepped to the companion batch

which the fellow on guard there at
once opsned.

The lamps were alight and the peo-
ple at supper. I took my accustomed
place clad as I was for the deck, and
war instantly and offloicusly waited
apon by the steward whose hovering
air and pale anxious looks marked him
as eager as any to get the news.

**Well, '’ cried Colonel Wills, “have
you seen the Captain, Miss Hayea? And
if so, how does he? Have the scoun-
drels illused him?® Will he come
amongst e onoe more?’

““He hLas had this offer,®’ aaid, I
‘*either to ocommand this ehip to soms
destination which they don't mame or
be sont adrift in an opeu boat and take
his chanoce of living or dying.**

‘Great Godl’* oried Mr. Jackson,
and one of the ladies uttered a soream
o borror.

*“He'll take oommand, of course®'’
said Monsignor,

1 hope 80,” I answered,

“I4's his business to stick to theship
anyhow,* sald the Colonel
goes, who's left There's never a navi-
gator amongst ug, bet yer. The fellows
will mako off with the money and leave
us to wash about to our eternal de-
struction."’

That’s much how Captain Sinolair
reusons,” said I, eating and drinking
with all i:he calwness I dould sam.
mon.

"There’s no fear, 1 suppiss,’ said
Mr. Jaskson, “of his deoiding to be
sent adrift?’

“She thinks not,” replied Monsig
uor, obsarving I did not answer.

“‘An Yrieh sentry,”’ eaid Mr. Jack.
son, “secing another cutting bis throat
shot bim to save his life, That'’s how
the captain would be serving uws bLy
atowing himwelf to bo sent adrift.”

‘*But where are we to be steexed to?"
asked My, Maobride who, on my seat

" Ing myself had dropped his kuife and
 fork to simré ,ayme nghm. with his

ed bleakly in froth under a pateb of |

working as though he ground tobaccd™| West Coast
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**Whas is a likely place?’” be cried.

A woud many eyes were directed at
the nteward as the only seafaring aun-
thority in the saloon. The challenge
was direot, and he answered:

*I allow it’ll be for the West Coast
of Africa.’’

*“That'l] be back Europs way,” said
the Colonel,

*“Why the West Coast of Africa’”’
snquired the comedian, looking at the
stoward with his dusky glasce lifting
under a lowering brow.

*'Cause it's a easy cvast to wreck
ships on, apd there's never anything
o speak of a-keeping a look-oat
there,'’ answered the steward.

*«Is home easily reached from the
aof Africa?’”’ enqgoized
somebody.

**I¢’'ll be more like omr being made
slaves of than going bome,*’ a—swered
the steward, with a hollow, frightful
laugh “Them sands is couted with
wandering Arabs, who strips all Chris-
tians whioh falls into their 'ands, and
marches them off naked wnto slavery.''

‘*Jt's true,’’ exclaimed the Colomel
with a wild nod and an oath.

**We merely frighten ourselves,’’
said Monsignor. ‘*‘The msen may not
havas the. cadb of Africa in.thuz. minds
at all.”’

“*What views does your gtepfather
hold, miss?’' exclaimed Mr. Bergheim.
‘“‘Has he no message to send that's
likely to keep up our spirits?’

‘*He ought tn take command,’’ cried
the hard faced lady, ‘*If they send
bim out of the ship our cass will be
bopeless.*’ \

** He cannot make up his mind, ' zaid
1. '*He npaturally shrinks from the
ides of an open Loat, yot holde that his
bonor might be ooncerned, that te
might be vuspected of complioity wuare
he to take charge of a sbip muanned as
the Mobock now is.”

A silence followed thisspeech. 1 aond
tinned, *It might help him, perhaps
dotermine him, if one of you gentle-

men wovld draw up a paper, gigned
by the saloon passeungers, urging upon

i Bim to retain coiumand in the wterest

" passengers in this ship.

lli)i'

of the gunoral safety that he mniht
sve this ship and vurselves througl the
business, be the end what it may

“*You are a clover young wonan,
cried the Colonel), luvking at mwe with
anunxed admiration, “‘and the paper
you recommend shall bo druwun. By
whowm? By you, Munsignor="”

*I will write an appeal to the cap-
tain  with pleasure,’’ answered the
priest. ‘It is an exceollent i1dea of
Miss Hayes.**

A part of the table was cleared, pen
asnd paper procured, Mousignor sqyuar-
ed his elbows, and after a glaucs far
wspiratiun at the lamp, wrote

We were all silent as the tomb
whilst the priest's pun scratched. 1t

served or not from ahove; the skylight
wincdows gleamed blackly and reflected
the amage of the draped table us braj.
liantly as a mirror. Presently Mon-
signor rose, and after looking around
him  whilst hs said, “*This | thick
will do,'" held his draft to the hight-

“To Captain Ameligs Swmclair, com-
manding the American chipper Mo
Lik: We, the undersigued saloon
prtition you
arnestly and respectfully to coutinne

1w cotmuand of the vessel  Your in-
terests are idemtical wath  oura.  If
;ui leave us by resulution of your

own we shall ba without a head to
look up to. Whatever may be the is-
sue in store for us ip this ship, we en-
treat you to abide with usthat, should
a moment of extremity arrive, we may
have you with us to counsel and en-
courage us.”’

I bitmy lip when thiswasread. The

“If ha declines to navigate this ship Colunel called out:

‘*A 1, all but ‘a momesnt of vxtrem-
ity,' Monsignor. That’s putting it a
bit londishly, guaess?”

"*I1°11 correct anything that's amiss, "’
raid the priest.

**Nothing conld be more beauntifully
expressed,’’ said the hard-faced lady.

“Lot'd sign it and send it and make
an end, '’ ocried Mr. Jackson.

Monsignor was requested to attach
his name. Colonel and Mrs. Wills fol-
lowed, and then the rest. I did not
offer to sign, mor was it proposed that
I shold doso. I could not forbear a
aniile at the several charaoters the pec-
ple expressed in their mode ot signing.
Colonel Wills squared at the paper,
made a difficulty of his pen, and then
flourished it; be sorawled astbough
it were a namoa not to bs lightly com-
municated, and when done he fell back
with a little lingering gaze as of ad-
wiration of the signature. Mr. Jack-
son humped his back, sorawled, and
folded his arms over the paper whilst
he wrote; you saw he believed every
eye was upon him. The elbows of the
grasshopper rose high as he sat; he
wrote with inoredible swiftness, dash-
ed the pen down, jumped up—every-
thing was done in a leaping way by
this gentloman, whose name 1 have for-
gotten if 1 ever heard it.

When evervbody hadsigned the stew-
ard was reqnesbed to go on deck and
tell the wiry man he was wanted be-

““If he low. He went up the steps and knook-

ed. The companion doors were opened,
and after a short growling hum of talk
that came wordless to our ears through
the seething of the night wind in the
open hatoh, the wiry man came below.
If he was armed he kept his weapon
well c¢oncealed. He frowned as he
stared about him, but as I thought
watching him from a coruer, he acted
a part. His looka seemed furced. Or,
perhaps, when it came to a pinch,
wost of his spirit would be found in
bis svowh

“Why am I sent for?’* says he, com-

per g sent ailFift in an dp;m' boat:*’

*waell,”” sifd Owen, preserving his

frowning stare, and speaking with
brutal blantness.

The grasshopper's elbows twitohed,
and the Colonel gazed blankly at the
wiry man.

‘‘We saloon passengers,’’ said the
priest, holding ap the paper, ‘‘have ;
peotitioned the captain to retain com-
mand, and our desire 1s that this docu-

ment may be placed withoat loss of

time in his bhands. Will yoa give it
to him?’

**Yes,”” answered the other, taking
it; *‘and I hope it'll settle his meaning
one way or t'othar. If be don’t arrive
at a decigion before dawn he leaves the
'-hlp "

‘*But unless we are to go too, why
pot keep him wheather he decides or
pot?’’ said I. **His being in the ves-
sel can’t matter to you. You may as
well throw him over the side and
drown bim at once as send him adrif$
in an open boat.’’

The man bent his gaze at me with
an expression of attention, but made no
answer.

**But, for goodness sake,' shrieked
the bardfaced lady, bursting omt with
an hysterical violence one would never
hays saspucted from so get and deters
mined a comuntenance, ‘‘san't you tell
us, sinoe you've seized the ship, what
you mean to do with ust’’

He answered her with au ugly look,
then saying io his hoarse wvoice to
Mousignor, *‘I'll band this to the Cap-
tain at opee, *’ he left the cabin.

The Culonel extended his hand, and
writhed it as though he throttled some-
thing invisible. Mr. Jackson quitted
the table and came tu the sofa I was
seated apon.  Be foldud his armng upun
his breast, and leaning back exclaimed,
**That fellow is an actor.”’

**There’s something strained about
him, "’ I answered.

*‘He’s got himself up as a pirate, "'con-
tinned the comediaa, ‘‘in throat and
scowl. The obink of the metal's not
real. When the bishop, ark-d the
savage how he could go unclothed, he
answored, ‘He wasall face.” 8o is that
Owen. | see too muach, [ ougnt to
know my trade.  But it's well played,
seeing that extravagance woulda't do
evel at sea 1u these days, when the real
thiog's dead and gone, and the blae
light's burnt out.”’

**He frightens as all the same. *°

‘*Huas your stepfatber any notion of
what's guing to happen?®"’

“*None."’

‘*Was it pre-arranged, dues he think:
Or were the sooundrels really ship-
wrecked men, who, as others did be-
fors them, bave risen upon their suo-
courers”’’

*“He's in great distress, bot will him
eglf appear soon, I bope, and give you
his views. I am sure the petition will

was hard to say whether wa were ob.| decide bhim.

A more melancholy array of figores
than wo saloon passengers o the Mo-
hock presented that pight the ocean
wave probably never lifted and sank.
We could nut divert ovorselves. We
did nothing but wonder and listen.
Every faocs expressed cousternation and

alarmed expectation. Thers was o
universal fidgetiness, moreover. No-
body sat still. It was a ceaswless

coming and going with us under one
pretence or unother.

, Meanwhile silent and lust in thoughbt
up in a curner, ont of the way of the
light and the observation of the _pns-
sengers, I took note that the wund
freshened, that a sharp sva was begin-
ning to run, and that the weather was
finding work for the men I heard the
poise of ropes flung down, an occasion-
al hoarse bawling, snmetimes the low
wufiled groans of canvas slowly
strangling in the grip of its gear. The
rudder worked in shocks and harsh
trewors, and a frequent wash of water
made white moons of the lee portholes.

I heard Mr. Jackson say it was nine
o'clock whilst he stood at the table
gazing about him; habit with him as-
sociatea the hour with the steward and
glasses; the companion doors were
opened, a salt shrill edge as of a
boatswains’ pipe sang in the wind as
it screcched atbwart the cpening, and
my stepfather came slowly down the
ladder.

It was raining on deck,or if not rain-
ing the blast was full of spray; his coat
sparkled and his face was wet. He
lifted his oap and came to the tabla
The moment the passengers saw him
they made a rush and he was surround-
ed in a breath. I sat still up in my
corner. Had he been all ear with brains
enough behind for the reception of
as many meanings as he was plied with,
still he conld have done nothing but
gaze helplessly and daikly around.

Then sesing how it was, Monsignor
Luard oried out loudly ‘“We are de-
feating our own anxziety by deafening
the oaptain. Let us havé a little pa-
tience. He will tell us everything,”’
and he put his hand upon ome, and
then with a Kindly smile upon an-
other, and the good sense of the rust
helping, the people raturned to their
seats. -

My stepfather took a table-chair that
gave him a comnmand of his aundicnce.
[ thought he looked wvery handsome.
His gloom, deepened by the wrinkles
of bhis frown, suited the cast of his
face. His eyes were bright, despite an
ashen hue of skin, and a drawn coun-

. tensuce that oame near to haggardness!

{
!

“Ladies amd gentlemen,’”’ he ox-
claimed in a voice a little broken,
thongh snfflciently clear, ‘*I have to
thank yon for your petition. Ut iscon-
siderate. Possibly my gratitnde mniay

be peculiarly Que to you, Monsignor?” |

*No, the suggestion was your step-
daughter’s,’’answered the priest with a
fine hopefunl smile snd a cordial flour-

ing to tho table and showing bimself ish of his hand towards me.

clearly under the light,
““Will you kindly tell us your name?’
gays Monsignor.
“Owen—William Owen."

“Mias Hayes hos had ar interview } ed than this seiznre?
with her stepfather,’' coutinued the |

The captain dia not glance my way.
*It has belped me to arrive at a
decision,*’ he oontinned. ‘‘Could any-
thing ocour more dreadful or anexpeot-
We are absulate-
at the mery of ¢welve. villains,

priest, balf torning hisface in my di- ! They have heavily armed shemselves,
reotion, “'and we undowstand that YoB and are clearly a devilish, audacious

give him the option. of navigating this gaung. Yo
cuma* tho slup ot her orig_inal oom :

‘”Wmnmﬁd mmﬁm or of

.bave hesard - that they

s pany.  Aud Wiy wid EheS  EeEP g -
gaid he, olaspiny bis hands upen his

| Ences as thoogh he wruug bis Sngess.
‘“That I may Bavigate the vossel to a
place where they van bacurely pingder
and shen abandon her. **

*“Then bow sball we manage?’’ meid
the nardfaced lady, whose starting eyws

| and advanced head was like o scresm-
ing fit to the eye.

*1 cannot answer you until the
tell me where they intend 1 show
steer for,’’ answered the captain,

*But lot us dWhderstand,’’ exclaimied
Mongiguor. “You are to carry i
ship to a part of some coast where i
men ~7ill be able to land their plutder.
When this is done?””

| “Gentlemen and ladies,” cried hs
captain a little wildly; ‘‘let me hesr
first of all the intentions of the mem:
1 will then talk with you.”

“You are pow in command, o8-
‘tain?’ said Mr. Jackson.

**Yes, gir. 'When your pesitisd

- reached me 1 deliberated, then called

to the man wnose name I find i8 Ow

and | told him I would take charge d .

the ship in the interests of the commées
safety.*’

* “Without. any mpulations?” -
mandusd the. appes,.

It carné either to my consenting, «
being sent adrift-—and feel this weather,
sir,”” rounding with something of
flurceness apon the passenger.

*‘I beg pardon—I meant didn’# you
inquire bsfure you conssnted to eom-
tinue in command where you would Be
expeocted to carry she ship to?”’ said #e
grasshopper.

‘‘No, sir,"” answered she ecaptai,
**that I have yet to learn.”’

I perceived that eome of the passen-
gers exchanged glances, as thongh
resenting the grasshopper’s tone that
took perhaps a character of insclenes
from being high-pitched and urgemt
with elbow.

**You'll not tell us, captain,’” called
out Mr. Macbride from' the side of his
wife ‘‘that they expeot you to wresk
this ship?'

**What's been said about that?’’ yroar-
ed the Colonel. “‘Isn’t this time all-
fired enough that Mr. Macbride shonld
81t there working up imagination inte
a very hell for our solace by questivms
heaping horior apon hurror?’’

**I have my wife witb me. 1havea
right to know our probable fate,’' ex-
claimed Mr. Macbride, faintly.

**Apd | bave my wife with me," ,

shouted the Colonel, looking at the
buge hulk who was seated a foew chaire
from him,

‘**Who doesn’t want to know leer
probable fate on any account what-
ever,”” Mra Wills whipped ous, nod.
ding bard and contingously as the
olergvman.

I watc hed my stepfather secretly and
olosely all this time, but never ones
caught a look from him.

t It wonld be as well,”’ said Mr.
Bergheim, '‘to reason out our chancet
teou o business ke footing—by whiob
I should say let us be practical. 1}
take it that all of as who are assembled
here desire tn get to America. Let us
onoe kinow that we are proceeding &
America, with our baggage and person-
al effects quite safe, and, I takeit, we
are all content. We have no ipterest
in the ship, none in the gold which we
are to believe, captamn, is the cause ef
this piracy. Now, Ishould be pleased
if the men ocould be made tu understand
that we care not for the ghip nor her
contents, but for our lives and baggage
ouly; they should be glad to get rid ef
us easily by transferring us to a veseel
that is bound to the west. "’

* *‘Chaw!" cried the comedian, “here's
a rich olipper ghip piratioally seized:
are the villaine going to haul alomg
side the first vessel they encounter and
send us aboard with the full etory el
the ovutrage?’’

““Why not>* responded Mr. m
beim, with arms advanced and a ]
that sauk his head. *‘Fifty to one ke
original crew was picked up and
story is therefore known.’’

‘*Are ounlives in danger, captain‘l"
exclaimed a lady.

‘*“The saftey of you all is one of the
conditions under whivh I re-aseume
command,’' he answered.

*‘But how is that to be provided !&
when the ship's arrived off the place
where they mean to ocarry the goid
achore?’’ exclaimed the grasshopper

At that instant the wind howled i
the companion, and down along with
the breath of the wet, cold night blast
came a boarse ory—

**Captain Sinclair, will you step éa
deck? The ship's in want of you.”’

My father upturned his eyes at
tell-tule compass, rose with the air 3(
one whose gpirit is broken, then but-
toning up his coat withont a ayllahble
of spvech bowed # us, and wens »p
the stepe.

To be Coatinned.
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