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"Bore's Misa Haye-i; teu ut», * 
abrieked Mrs. Wills, ou catching sight 
of me. 

"We'reprisonere," said the grass-
Jasper, who was very pale, pul l ing 
h i s hands out of his breeches' pookets 
and folding his arms. 

"The ship's seized by tbem w e res-
•wed from drowning; and we're looKed 
•sro and can't get o a t , " shouted the lit
t l e Herman Jaw Bergbeiin. 

" *~'***W5IK^iiBBi^Wcut bur throats? 
B o w did they get possession of tne 
•mall arms?" yelled tbe Colonel, in a 
{Mission of alarm and wrath. "How 
the devil came the captain and ship's 
©doers to be so negleotfu) as to allow 
the ruffians to arm tht-mselves with 
those very weapons with which we and 
the crew oouid have subdued them in 
* Jiffy?" 

"We are frightening Miss fiayoa," 
•acclaimed Mousignor. "T.he news J» 
fety sadden and let us renumber thai 
the captain is her step father.'' 

"What is it? Wnat bns happened? 
i do not understand you ," I oriod. 
[ was not only bewildered by tha 
t-honta, I was likewise fresh from sleep. 
fraa a little tbiok, and thin thing was a 
natter no girl's brain coold instantly 
Knapass. 

"Step this way and repeat the story 
fO the lady, steward," cried Mr. Jack-
•on. 

The man came from tbe sideboard 
Jokiiij. 0 mpletely ornshed, and patting 
b is hiaiu opon tbe table, depressed his 
face, yet lifted bis eyos to mine, so 
that his appearanoe was ns if he woro 
reooiving suntenoe to be shot. 

"What is this that has hnppeuod 
itewnrd?" said L "Wbero isCaptalu 
8inolair?" 

Tho passengers fell silent as death, 
saving that just when the stevi ard was 
about to speak, the parson and his lady 
friend lifted Mrs. Maobride off the 
sofa, and staggered with ber into their 
cabin; I caught the noise of a fall 
when they had entered tbe berth, hot 

- nobody took any notice. 
"The twelve men we rescued the 

other n ight ," began the steward, 
, "tarn o a t to be a gang of pirates"—ho 
tank bia voice at the word "pirates' 
and glanced uneasily around and o p at 
t h e skylight. "They ain't no ship-
wrecked moD a t nlL Tney'vo waylaid 
us off some vessel that's boon a-watob-
l a g of as . That's what I say." 

"But whut's happened?" I asked 
"Why, in the middlo watch tbof 

g o t hold of tbe anna' ohttst, and armed 
themselves to tho teeth wit i platols and 
cutlasses, clapped the batches over 
those w b o were under deck, forced the 
watch on deck into tho forooastlo, 
a long wi th tbe boatswain and oorpen-
ter; then a gaug of them lays oft, 
and forces tbe oaptain, who was on 
dnak, and Mr. Uordon, who bad charge, 
into the bo'sun's berth. This dono 
three of thorn seeks me and tho second 
mate, and drives us with levelled pis< 
tola right forrards, where they thrusts 
as into the berth along with the cap* 
tain and mate. There's a fellow bristling 
wi th arms itationd at tho forescuttle* 
taare's Another a-bristling just tho eamo 
a t the door where tho oaptain and 
others h e * looked up, and a third's up 
there ," said h e pointing to the com* 
panion, "and h o threatens to blow tho 
blistered brains ot of the bloody bead ' 
of tho first person who attempts to 
l o o k o u t " | 
/ Mrs. Wills squealed and fell baok ' 

_ n p o n a s o f a ; her husband sank beside 

Vr. "fifeg Mm not to nao snob horrifying 
language," exclaimed a stoat, stern-
looking lady with cruris gummed on 
for forehead she had two children with 

. her. both of whom were trying, but 
tiuiefcly. 

" I t ' s drawing on for break fo«t 
. t i m e , " criod the grasshopper, "are we 

to be fed?" 
. ^ " W h o has taken command of the 

•hip?" said I, who bad been too as-
totnaded to speak until the moment. 

k **A th in fellar, likewise armed—got 
Kttle b i to f amuatacho; it was him 

-•-?.» . . f e t c hed m e oat and sent me along down 
J | |? j^f .here to te l l the ladies and gents there's 
'M!j^".'{j»ot»iug to be afraid of, and that they'd 

i^-'l§S*L J^rweU treated if they gave no trouble. 
mS^jg'lsitMm KMOMng the qnarter-deok 

l l ^ r ^ * l * l n ' * ^ , e o o V e ' « ° a r ^ * n 8 fc--e companion 
i ^ i ^ w i ^ ^ e d ^ t h e d w w s t o let mo through." 

J0^«fk - *'Bow many; sailors go to this ship's 
^mf%T •mB#r>' bawled the grasshopper, - ) 
P # p - . « ' - ? » * S i g h t e e u , s i r , " said the steward. | 

$&&^&--+WOlifaiaP* howled the other, "not 
of 

Z: 

*. . 

• ' - . . « * , " 

m 

"Eighteeni" howled the other, 
• mention us men aft. every of .. 

^I las^^^-omfaor takei t is willing to tight 
ymf&&&t-.-imm» of his life, liberty and 
. ^ p ^ l p ^ p ^ j f i •o/hy, we're an army com-
m f l f f f p e S t ' f e ^ ^ twelve scoundrels who 

WM®'®&** *fae ship." 
•vpa^SerBl-saidMr. Jackson. 
t^ll^^Sife'^^aiwe,'' ' roared the grass' 
V|h%»por, *orjuding upon the -steward as 
\ ||f|i.|»eW«^^tJW-^aief''>calprit' in the 
• #ff̂ %»a-*-s«»!p6M8ible. for the Whole 

^VW^lWei^^iriBnder-'h'a'tohes, sir. them, 
*. ^Am^^^^^^^^^^'amwmoS tbe 

"wheh a man's nnder 
*$%&&'*&&> m%T'W 'under 

$&(®$mJ?:s,*iV>:<'•«*•• * •.&?•> -

ishopper. 

give. *Cut ofT as we are oown nwre, 
t b e oaptain and officers imprisoned in a 
cabin, che sailors looked up in the rure-

' castle, and t h e rest of tbe people shut 
down in another port, the ship is 
helplessly in the rascals' hands I 
counsel calmness a n d patience. Resist
ance mast lead to bloodshed, which tue 

; fe . iiwa who have seized tbe ship may 
desmi a s little as w e do." 

•'But aeehtsre," said Mr. JaoKson, 
: " I want to g e t to New York. "1 -a 
' star engagements Co fulfil, and 1 ain 
, du«"—and h© namer* * (law. 

' 'Don *t make a trouoin uf such »!nsb 
a« play-aoting in the face of thii>. * «i 

: the grasshopper, with insuleut u m a 
bility. 

Mr. Jaoltsoai turned and played a 
fnrioua wcowl upon hiui: there w.i" JIO-
thing comioal whateviT uieont in lhat 
look. 

i seated myself whilst this sort nf 
talk went on. Yet even iu tb>*t iriuun-iit 
I seemed to find something nuiuor <us 
in onr tragic situation. It was m<»is-
troaf, bot it was a ridicnluas tbn,^ 
too, that a uainber of ladies and m ut •&• 
uieuaud children, urs!-i:las8 pasaoiiK'-ra, 
sbuuld be looked up iu a gay huiuuii, 
and auntiiiulled by a seaman urine I lo 
t h e tsethu Tiioae were stili «M»rJy years 
in this century, yet I don't think the 
pirate a s we read of hi in, the scoundrel 
of tho Jolly iiogur and the bloody flap, 
was Htill ulluat. Now and again, pi-r-
haps, a corsair was to bo bean of down 
among t ha West India inlands, but v ..<>. 
tbis side of Paul Jones' oaptrs, w«>,iiii 
look for the picoaroxui '•• the Nortli At
lantic? Tho seizure of um Mohmolt w ai 
no piracy after tin- ••• ' •••"• v '' 
was clearly tbe result of some d>pp-Iaid 
plot to •which ooufcdtirates beluimiufj 
to tbosb ip herelf would bo emmitiiil. 
and whilst I thn» thoimht. niv heart 
gw*w as tpart. RIKI h*>rriir trod upun tlje 
heels of dark Ktispioou 

Cokinel Wills at thin nionmnt witli a 
olenched fist fell t o haraniruing us. 
He told n s thftB h« was an American 
yildJer, that be loved bloodletting ns 
l ittle as anyone, but that in spit*> of 
Munsignor's mi ld advice it was not to 
be endured that thoy should all sit down 
and wait for tbeir throats to bo cut. 

" W h o ' s to tell n ie ," hu shouted, 
"tbattbo villains, after plundering the 
ship, won't set bor afire, and go away 
in tho boats, leaving us bat tun mi down 
to be roasted alivo?" 

"Suoh talk i s iinr^asnnbale. I'OIOIIPI. 
in tho preanuoe of ladiul ," natd Mon-
siguor. 

A olilld bogan to crry Mtt*»rly, yet tho 
OOIIHIOI proouoded, despite tbf noise. 
He bawled, '"Fhure's no unreasonable-
m-ss iu f»cts. If we've fallen into the 
hands of pirates, I'm prepared for the 
worst. Arc w o t o sit hure, I SJiy. 
whilst they gut tbo ship of booty, and 
then acuttle ber? There's that sky
l ight ," b e yelliul, jumping up from 
his wife's side. "With tlro-urrns " 

A t lhat liiMtunt tbf t'uiupautou finurs 
Wi ro iipuuml, a n d the ('idoncl full back 
hy bis wife's side, mute ns a ru^ tis 
tboncli Jitihtiiiug-withered. 

TIIP t̂tJWurllê ŝ oanae riowu tbe lad
der, aii'l ngaiast the fky pant lier in 
tho t-tjnare of t b e companion 1 cauvbi 
Hipbt of tbo garoof u man wlm, asdic 
woiiinn desoondi'il, closed the cinnrs. 
Till now thore had bnnn Bomethiiir 
dreamlike in thoso wild terrifying 
moments, but th«"»iiihtof tbnt sentinpl, 
and tho rapid oloslng of the eniiipnitton 
dours, put a aigiiiflcauoi' into t!.p 
whalv thing that had tbe terror u! 
death Itself in i t . I turned cold and 
folt siok. Monsiniior's oye was upon 
mo. He withdrew, but in a few mo 
uients retnmod with a little brandy. 

A s the stewardess approanbed us 
every voioe, saving mine and the 
priest's, was lifted bigh. hoarse, shrill 
in question. S h e was dressed in a bon
net and shawl, and locked as though 
having missed tho ship she had Ju»t 
stepped on board after a long chase hi 
on open boat. 

"You're wanted o n deck, steward." 
said she, paying no heed to the passen
ger's questions. 

"What a m i waufced far?" said tbe 
steward, turning if possible paler than 
ho was. « 

"X think it's t o see about tbe saloon 
breakfast," she answered, and then, 
pulling off b e r bonnet, she cried, 
"Wbat&a awful business, to bo sural 
Tbeyro mad w i t h terror in the 'tween 
deoks, where t b e beasts have kept me 
looked up since four o'clook." 

T h e steward carried tbe figure of a 
man going to h ia dnoxn as be walk«d to 
the companion B.teps and mounted them. 
He knooked upon the dosed doors, but 
got n o reply. H o knocked again, and 
a voioe delivered by a hurricane lung 
thundered: 

" My orders are to shoot down any' 
man who tries to break through, so 
keep baok." 

T b e steward fe l l balf-way down the 
flight of steps; I caught at that instant' 
the doll l ight of a ship's musket barrel i 
in t h e grip of tho seutry. Suddenly 
another man name into the companion, 
and tbe same hoarse voioe I remem-1 
bered as having answered Captain Sin
clair's hail nawled down: "Was that 
the steward knocking?" 

"Ay, s i r , " answered the terrified 
man. 

"Then eome n p and bear a hand. 
No need t o keep the passengers waiting 
breakfast ** 

T h e steward passed oat, bat the 
doors were left open, and a minute 
later after a short tunable of talk one 
of the two fellows came below. 

CHAPTER V. 

UNDEH HATCJHESU 

, T h e man that caoie into the saloon 
was the thin, wiry soldierly rogue with 
tbe ye l low mustache. He stepped to 
tbe h»ad o f the table, close under tho 
skylight, and on looking at h i m again I 
Was a s oonvineerl that he was the man 

*Ihad seen at m y step father's as that 
' iriy eyes were those 1 had viewed him 

with. J3& had made sopie change of 
j app*rei; # o r ^ a cloth dap»/,» monkey 
i pdm% 4$fi0#etr staffed ift;to sea-boota, 

" ^ ' " I w l J b a the«$rJioij|, ^»g -Rer -

'••m m&m* w m strapped to bis 

under either pocket flap. He graspeu 
no weapon, bat tbea at the bead of tbe 
saloon staircase stood the seaman with 
tbe musket; we could see him clearly; 
be held tbe musket by the barrel, tbe 
butt end resting on tbe deck, and 
lounged in a posture that hinted at a 
plenty of savage alertness wbuu a call 
should come. 

"Me and m y mates," said tbe man, 
speaking in a steady, hoars- •• >*w. and 
looking about him fiercely, e e t.> the 
suggestion of a squint undti h wrin-
klos of his soowling frown, "uav«* got 
possession of this ship, and w e mean 
to keep her. No harm 'a intended t o 
you here." 

"But is that so?" cried Mrs. Wills. 
He surveyed her figure, and answer

ed, insolently, "Ay, or I shouldn't 
have said i t " 

"Pray let a s hear what is to be done 
with ns?" exclaimed Monsignor. 

"There'll be no change," continued 
tbe man, talking in his throat as 
though be supposed that hoarseness 
lent a fresh terror to his aspuot. 
"You'll fare tbe same as you've been 
doing. You'll be allowed to take the 
air in small companies. " 

"Are our lives in peril?" cried tho 
grasshopper, leaning forward and 
breaking into tbe question with spas
modic vebemenoa Tbe sound of hia 
voioe and the posture of bis elbow was 
like a leap into tbe air. 

"That'll be yonr business, master, 
n o t o o r n l " answered tbe fellow. "Keep 
yon quiet, that's a lL" 

"Hut," exclaimed Monaignor, "how-
d o you intend to dispose of us?" t 

"You'll be put ashore." was his re- j 
ply. i 

"But where, sir, but where?" shout
ed Mr. Jackson, staring with greedy 
fearful eagerness at the tlgore nf tbo 
fellow. ' 'I booked U> New York My 
wish is simply to get there. I have 
many important engagements to fill, 
and their forfeiture must signify so 
serious a loss, that s«'Oner — in short, 
if yuu wil l name any r usonable sum," , 
— tbe comedian bugan ••' Htaminnr. j 

"I don't think it'l l be New York 
with yer this voyage," interrupted tne 
uxau "but keep quiet. That's ull 
you've-got to d a Y o u T ooiae to no 
bart any of you, only you muBt give 
no trouola" 

Thus speaking he cast another 
angry look aroond. and his eye light 
ing upon me, bis face, I thought, re
laxed for an instant, hut the villain 
was quick with his wits and was oool-
ly mounting tbe steps be^oro I could 
have swuru he saw me. 

We sat or stood BtarniK at one an
other. Then said Colonel Wills: 

"What in flames is meant? Did any 
man ev«r meet tbo Use uf so all-firod a 
tit-ud? They mean to alter the ship's 
course, anyhow." 

The u<-tor lifted up his fist and lot it 
fall Mousignor wt-ut to the head of 
the tniilo where my step father sat at 
menls, and looked at a toll-tain com-
pass seeured to a beam itnmediatrly 
overhead. Ho looked and looked attain. 
H I N face fell. Anow tinge of paleness 
ei.tercel bis tranquil handsome features, 
and he said in a low but cloar voice. 

"Tho course is already changed." 
"Where are they steering us to?" 

cried a lady. 
"The ship's coiir«H is now," ex

claimed the priest, upturning hie eyes 
to the tt-ll-tale once moru, "almost di
rectly south." 

Tins announcement was followed by 
a prolonged silenco of ooiiNteruation. 

"Is there no remedv''" blubbered the 
bard-faced woman with the children. 
" Won't tbey tranfifur us to another 
ship'' What can tbey intend by sailing 
ns eouth?" and the poor thing's , red 
eyes rolled about in their sockets, glar
ing and wild with fright. 

"Can't you comfort us?" cried Mrs. 
Wills to tbe stewardess. "You've been 
to sea for years and years. Have you 
never had any experience of this sort 
before?" 

"Uod forbid!" answered Mrs. Yor-
rook. "Who indeed ever beard of the 
l ike happening in an American liner? 

"The captain may break out w i th the 
mates, and recover the ship," said 
senmbody, at whioh everybody looked 
at me. ' 

1 bad nothing to say. What did it 
matter that the commander was my 
stepfather? I sat silent and siok with 
fear and black suspicion. My memory 
preserves but l ittle of tbe hurry, rage. 
oonfusion of talk that followed. The 
stewardess said it was a priatical plot 
arranged in London before the ship 
sailed; she knew it by this token— 
there were no cutlasses in the vessel's 
arms ohest. 

"Did they bring them in the long
boat?" shouted the Colonel. "If so 
their intention was plain, and'11 con
vict the oaptain and the mates," he 
snarled through his nose, "as confeder 
ates ." • 

"Hush, I beg of you. Colonel!" oried 
Moneignor, tossing hia bands towards 
the skylight and looking at me. | 

"Parcels of small arms may have 
been secretly shipped at the docks," 
exolaimed the stewardtss. "But it's 
shocking, ladies and gunlemen, I'm 
sure, even to mention Captain Sin
clair, the most respeoted uf command
ers, and Mr. Gordon, and Mr. Turn-
bull, as confederates " 

Thus ran the talk: i t mouldered 
quickly, however, by cause of most of 
the passengers being but half-dressed, 
and going to their berths. 

A t nine o'olook by tbe saloon dial, 
tbe companion doors were opened, and 
the steward descended. Tbe fellow on 
deck sentinelling the batch let us see 
that be w a s on guard, by crossing and 
recroBsing the spaoe of blue weather 
that shone in the doorway,- and bring
ing tbe musket end down with a thud 
when he halted. The steward was 
alone. T h e stewardess asked if his 
nndersirappejrs were to be allowed to 
help him: he answered surlily, "No, 
they Was looked up along with the 
crew." 

H e and the stewardess prepared the 
table for breakfast There were bot 
three ox four of us in the saloon at this 
time, and we worried the man with 
aBestlOui. :.>-.::; -. -/-._ 

••Who's looking after tne snip?" 
aays the grasshopper. 

"The beast in the mustache, s ir ." 
"Are any of the ship's company 

belpmii''" enquired Mousignor. 
"Nary man. Only the shipwreoked 

crew's on deck, barring me and the 
cook.'' 

"There are twelve men ," said Mon-
siguor. "and fonr guard (be hatches, 
and one is at tbe wheel, whilst one it 
in charge, that leaves bot six to turn 
tbo yurdc- and work the sails of this big 
ship," and be shrugged his shoulders. 

"Is the door of the berth the cuufiin 
and the mates are in guarded?" I 
asked. 

"Yes, miss ." 
"What wi l l the oaptain do'" cried 

tbe grasshopper. "I allow by the looks 
of nim that lie's not the man to allow 
his ship and her oargo, and a crowd of 
people more or less important, to be 
walked off with and iuads away with 
by the dozen scabs we picked off tbe 
sea. " 

"Once men are under batches tbey 
are powerless," said Mont-ignor. "1 
have read of a ship that wus DI< /.ed by 
two Malays; they rau amuck, the crew 
rushed below, tbe Milaya battenud 
tiwin otrwn, and held undisputed pos-
ssbsion for a week. Nuttiing saved tbe 
ship but her appearance aloft, an in 
quisitivo man-of-war approached, and 
the Malays sprang overboard." 

"bteward, upon that skylight," said { 

the Colonel. "It's growing durned 
raninnsh down here." ' 

"Th-y'l l sboot ma if I shcrw my 
head there," answered trie steward. ' 

Mousignor. spreading a larire yeilovr 
handkerchief upon the table, got on to 
it. aud£kn one of the frames up by its 
ra'.-k, calmly screwing it afterwards, j 
Nu Uotloe Was paid to thin nil deck, 
though he said that the wiry man who 
stood at the weather IUUAOLI rigging 
Nvati lied lilin. i 

• 'Wliatbave they pirule.il this ship , 
for? What's in bor, auyiiow asked; 
tin- I'ulyueL | 

Vbv steward, turning ins pale face. 
upon his shoulder, aoNHnrwl 

"Ninety-eight thousand pounds ui 
gold, sir. " 

The irrasshopper and th« Colonel 
\s 1.lHtIL-II low and IOIIK together, ami 
(he Colonel, springing up, ttet<an to 
walk, whilst be shiiuteil. "Hy thunder!. 
If I linvuli't ulvvuyn tliouxht lliul , 

. iiuy was a more dangerous cargo' 
liiiiu guiiptiwder. " 

The bn-akfast was long in serving, i 
The stew urd bad to work alone; the1 

• !uw Kunrding tbe companion would , 
' "( let trie stewardess through. Never 
• l>d a more forlorn company sit down ' 
•i a muni ut soa. Couwrsation was: 

•—trained, perhaps fortunately, by the 
iry fellow giving us au occasional . 

i it w of his figure as he slowly walk-
• ! | list tne open skylitrtit. keeping a < 

k>>ut. It vva» soon whimpered round 
.t the shi4i had ninety eight thousand i 

I- .UMIN in her, and e\cry face darkened ; 
'i tlie liiti-lliKeuce; the capture was a ; 

h prize in a word, and »iod alone] 
.Hd tell how it was to go with nu, I 
.ued to I he #>etli as the twelve deter ; 

etl (levIla were, and every soul I 
aboard seujired uuner the hacthes. | 

1 never could have lina«ined so do I 
jected a countenance ns Mr Jackson's. I 
siiirci-ly the treineiii.ui,-. character of ' 
the tiling that h.id xsr tight it unveil int. I 
Iroiu bursting into a laugh at him 
His dark eyes were rooted to t h< 
tnlile cloth: heated hut little. Mon 
-'iftior Lunni spoke soothingly to tho 
laltos and tried to comfort them 

"I am pleased," he said, "to hear | 
of the money. I do not agree with i 
t uliiuel Wills ni'1 t^e other gentlemen | 
that it deepens i l t .iifnillcanee of onr I 
peril. My com i .mi Is that tbe rob 
bers will bring the ship to a stand off 
some ooast with whioh they are ac
quainted, where, after carrying tbe 
money ashore they will abandon us. 
It will prove a t ine romance of the 
sea, whioh might be of great profes
sional use to Mr: Jackson, for what 
could form a more thrilling subject for 
a nautical drama than this experi
ence?" 

Tbe comedian spat an oath at the 
deok. 

I could not guess what sort of a wind 
blew. I saw fine weather in the mot 
tied azure through the ukylieht 
Through that glass, ton, the mtzzen 
mast was visible; the yards were braced 
square, and the marble white clotbs 
sank and swelled languidly with the 
regular curtseying of the ship on the 
long heave of brine that foLowed her. 
All remained weudtt-fully quiet op deok 
for a long whi le . From time Co time 
oue or another of tbe gentlemen, find
ing heart, would spring upon the table 
and cautiously apply his eye to thf 
skylight glass, and report Boftly what 
he saw, but what he saw was never 
more than tbis—a fellow armed with a 
musket leaning against the companion, 
a second at the wbeel, and from time to 
time a third walking a lookout 

The sight of the steward was a God
send when they let him down to get us 
some lunch. But Master Milk-liver 
had never any news to tell us. I think 
that steward, whose real name I'd pub
lish i f I remembered it, was tbe great 
nst coward that ever shipped to serve a 
table. It was degrading to bear him 
thank the armed rufflnn above for open
ing tbe door and letting him down. 
All that be could tell us was tbat tbe 
captain and mates were still locked up, 
and theorew under hatches. Some of the 
steerage passengers had been allowed 
on deck to cook a mid-day meal for all 
of them; tbe main hatch under whioh j 
the rest lay was guarded, just as was , 
tbe companion. j 

I h i v e said there were sixteen cabin J 
passengers, inoluding children, and at 
four'o'olook that afternoon the whole of 
ns were assembled in the saloon, sel
dom speaking, and staring idly; for all 
bad been said; it was only now and 
again that somebody would break out; 
bat speculation was exhausted, and 
there was nothing else to base our talk 
upon. 

Ou a sudden we beard the voioes of 
men ohorusing the familiar sea-chant 
of "Ch«erly, M>nl" T^J,, w a 8 Bcaom-

T 
panieJ by a grinding ana scraping ax 
feet on deok. One or two got opon the 
table, but the commotion was forward, 
and it was impossible to see tbat way. 
Tbe stewardess, coming out of Mrs. 
Macbride's cabin cocked her head for a 
moment or two, and lifted her eye
brows. 

'What do y«o tbink it is?" asked 
someone. 

She listened again and then an
swered: 

4 'i believa they are hoisting out the 
big boat they came in . ' ' 

"They may have got the money and 
mean to leave tbe ship ," said the 
Colonel. 

"Whatl carry off ninety-eight thous
and pounds in an open boat?" cried the 
grasshopper, with a sarcastic sneer. 
"How much d'ye think ninety eight 
thousand pounds weighs? Not u- men
tion twelve stout men to sink her yet, 
along with all the provisions and water 
tbey need; for aren't we in the middle 
of the Atlantio, bey?' 

"What oan they mean to do?" cried 
Mrs. Wills in a thrilling voice. 

We had not long to wait to discover. 
Lo*rd shouts of "Slacken away! £ase 
off handsomely! and the like reached 
as. aud shortly afterwards w e beard 
tbe splash of a large body lowered 
wuickly and water-Dome "with n run ' 
Had the side of the ship beeu^ depressed 
we might have caught sight of the boat 
through an open porthole; but tho Mo-
hocn floated upright nnder squar* 
wings, and yon oonld see nothing but 
tbe horizon and the sky abuvo it tnrough 
the windows. 

Whatever was happening, however, 
was being carried on with great activity; 
men sprang about, cries sharp as with 
temper and urgency reached us through 
the open skylight, under whiih eouie of 
the gentlemen stood, straining their t aio 
With all their might to gather from the 
nuise tbe least in.port of what wa.s ui 
tended Mr. Macbride had terrified ue« by 
t-uggestiug in a trembling voice, that the 
boat was meant for us ualoou ptue,eu-
gers, who were to be sent udritt as a 
.-.irt of beginning Occasionally this 
pour man would whine most dolefully. 

"Oh!" be cried out once, breaking in
to a lung silence and addressing him-
-elf to Mousignor, "how is onr little ex
cursion— the trip that my wife and I 
have been looking forward to for 
mouths and months—saving up ami 
praying for—how is it to end*' rthe lies 
iu iter bed motionless, and eliiiost dead 
with headache. 8nrely there must be 
some error—if representatives of tbe 
twelve uien warn invited into this saloon 
in a kindly, gHutlemanly way, and the 
f .utaofour situation submitted them 
with modi-ration—appeal ingly 

"Ask the santry to let you 
-eo whut you can do for a s , " the grass-
ii'il'iKT growled out 

The clergyman in fact had btu.n 
silt need by riudlug no response to bis 
twaddling lamentations iu the looks uf 
us. 

Twi of tho saloon cabin windows on 
Me Htuil>.,nrd side were open, and we 
kii'M by a fountain like noiso of rip 
;;intf waters that a la'go boat wus 
: Wijifj aluligsidti. We stood or moved 
<>'i"Ut. hr.Uiie.iJ lug with passionate 
. .tgi-ruuM), if ever auy one spoke he was 
sneiiceii by grimaces or gestures. All 
lliis while. 1 wa« wotideriug what part 
(upturn hiuclair was going to play in 
tliin audacious drama of tbq sea. I was 
surprisedtal8o that saving Colonel Wills' 
remark, no reference was made by any 
•f the people to what surelv suggested 
• istdfos a deep-laid conspiracy. But 
then, of course. I bad reason to be 
shorkingly suspiciou-, and to carry 
conjecture beyond anything tbe most 
imigtmttive could di j u rum It was 
i. t o..ly the pruseme of the wiry man 
< :i board; I had notiied the anxious, 
-ecret look-out tbe captain had kept— 
fur what, if not for tho boat whose 
twelve men had been brought aboard as 
shipwrecked people? Again, I thought 
I saw plenty to raise suspicion in that 
strange freak of the barometer. Nor 
could I forget the queer.wary. steadfast 
look I caught tbat sullen, straight-
headnd old seaman Uordon directing at 
my stepfather. 

"Hark!" suddenly cries Mousignor, 
lifting his hand in a priestly way. 
"What iakhappening?" 

It was a sound of trudging in tbe 
waist, aocompanied by a continuous 
gTuwl of voices of men, raging bat 
helpless; occasionally a dear sentence 
would leap out of thai brute-like 
olamoui. 

"Over yon go. By God ! You'll not 
be spared more than another if you 
hang back!" 

It was strange that he did not hear 
more, seeing tbat the cabin windows 
were open and the weather quiet, and 
no noises in the ship saving an oc
casional light musketry of canvas when 
the swell launobed her, along wi'h tbe 
ticking of doors on hooks and creating 
of bulkheads. 

Mr. Jackson got npon the table, and 
peering aft through the skylight, re
ported that the companion door was un
guarded. 

"Depend upon i t ," said Monsienor, 
"they're doing something that requires 
all their strength." 

"I've a good m ind to force my way 
on deok," exclaimed Colonel Wills . 
"T*hi8 is a ship and I'm no r a t " 

"Yoa'll do nothing of tbe sort," half 
shrieked his wife. "They'd tii nk no 
more of shooting you than if you were 
a rat.'' 

Colonel Wil ls appeared to take tbe 
same view; he remained n otio ilos9; 
avideotly he bad no intention to at
tempt anything rash. He got out of the 
thing gallantly by exclaiming, with a 
scowl at the steps in agrumbliug voice, 
"I'd step out and take .jy chance, by 
thnuder, if I didn't know thuse doors 
•aero secured outside." 

Thus some time passed, when all of 
a sodden a starboad cabin window was 
whitened by tbe passing of a large sail 
close by, and I beard Mr. Gordon's 
hurricane voice roar out from the sur
face of the sea "You'l l be lagged for 
it, every man of you. You're dogs aud 
devils to send a boatful of men adrift, 
with s ight ooming on-H—'' ; ; 

This was subdued into a dim, indis-

singnishable roaring t i l l the wtxite i 
of tbe boat slided abreast of the n e s t 
open window, and then w e heard tils 
•fellows in her shouting at the peonlt 
on aeok; 'twas a mere gibberish «f 
curses, oaths, insults, and the boat 
slipped aft, and I heard nothing s a w 
an occasional insolent, lnhnman roar «f 
laughter above. 

A thought came into my head and I 
went to the captain's cabin; I was fraa 
of it and I had used it when tbe eaptajsi 
himself was present, lying down m 
writing. It was a large airy cam*, 
with a big stem window after the o i l 
pattern, Tbe hour was about five; tan 
son a good bit above tbe sea, and sa 
the ship's stern faced north the splen
dor of the afternoon was on the left Us 
the water; the atmosphere trembled 
wi th the rich lights of the ocean, 
bnng hi a blue glimmering 
parency across the cabin window, mak
ing the distance a little misty w i th Ms 
radiance. 

Yet I instantly saw on going to ta* 
window the white, needle-like heights 
of a couple of ships, apparently stand
ing to the westward, just under th» 
bronzed round of a large, faint, so i l s* 
neap of yellow aloud, riding clear ef? 
tbe «ea «dga The next thing my sigsife 
caught was the boat lhat bai left as.. 
She was the boat tbe twelve men hasY 
bean take* out of, a large fin craft, « > 

| ting buoyantly, though crowded, a n # 
| in tbat instant of watching I saw thaw 
1 trim the laago lugsaiL and with as to-

verted Union Jack flying from the 
masthnad, slanting away with spitting 

i stem and foaming rudder for the ships 
I in tbe distance, 

I snatched up a binocular glass, and 
I looked whilst the boat «&< Hea.*/ 
framed in tbe square of tbe window 
Tbe enses instantly gave me tbe faoae 
of onr old ship's company. I could 
scarcely credit my sight; Mr. Gordaa 
•at in tbe stern sheets of the boat, steer 

i ing her. Next him was Mr Turn bull 
' I also saw the boatswain of tbe snip, a 
J man named Vigors, with many a f a n 

that bad grown familiar. There look
ed above twenty. My pulse v a t 

! quickly whilst I searched that crowd 
, for my stepfather, and when I saw 
! nothing of bim I thought gto myselt, 
I "Does not his remaining on board 
' prove my suspicions? What will thorn 

poor fellows (fit there think of him? 
' Was it ever before told of a shipmaster 
' that he turned bis whole ship's oom-

pany adrift in an open boat with ta* 
darttness coming on, themselves guilt
less of any wrong?" 

1 Tbe bieeze that blew languidly fur 
us floating before it, was a fresh air for 

; the little craft, and she seethed through 
• the hrine nimbly, marking the swift-

8 a U (j ] ness of her flight upon tbe sea by the 
arrow straight ribband of foam she 
seemed to trail; there could he no 
doubt of her ooming up with, or at aM 
events of ber being seen by one or ths 
other of tbe ships whose spires were 
red in the air. I watched through tbe 
glass till tbe boat had passed out of tbe 
compass of the window, and them re
entered tbe saloon. 

The steward was preparing the table 
for dinner, wbich had been delayed 
two hours beyond tbo usual time, but 
nobody appeared to have noticed this. 
He was answering questions when I 
passed out of my stepfather's cabin, * 
and 1 stood still to hear him, being al
most as private and withdrawn there as 
in a berth* 

"The whole of the crew, do ywa 
say?" exclaimed Mr. Bergheim. 

"Barring me and tbe oook," was ths 
answer. 

"Then we are completely in the 
powpr of the fellows who have sniasd 
tbe ship1" sold Mr. Macbride. 

"Kin so all a lorg," said the stew
ard, proceeding in bis business nf dress
ing the table with agitated gestures, 
and frequent upheavals of his pale faoe 
at tbe skylight. 

"But it's like murdering men to tend 
them adrift in an open boat La tbis 
wide ocean," said Mousignor Luard. 

"There's two ships in s ight ," said 
the steward, "and tbe boat's got a 
distress color a-fly ing. They've get 
wittles and sperrits and there's two 
hours of daylight lsft, I don't fear, 
gentlemen, of their not being seen sad 
taken aboard." 

"They'll report this piracy—bat 
what then?" says Colonel Wills, stick
ing out bis legs. "If the ship that 
picks them up is westward's bound h 
may take them a month or she weeks to 
arrive at an American port. Then, oi 
some time afterwards, I reckon a British 
cruiser wil l be sent in search. But 
where'll she look for us, and where'U 
we be by that time?" 

Mrs. Maobride, wbo sat close against 
ber busBand, dapped her handkerchief 
to ber milkwhite face and rooked bar-
self. 

' "The only grain of comfort in this 
dreadful business," exclaimed the 
hard faced lady; "is that Oaptain Sin
clair is still on board.'' 

"What's he going to do for ns, al l 
alone as he is?" answered Mr. Jackson 
scowling at her. If he couldn't help us 
with his army of men in tbe ship, af 
what use oan be be single-banded?*" 

1 stepped forward at this point and 
exol aimed, "HOB any news of my step
father reaohed the cabin?" 

The steward answered,. "They'vs 
kept him aboard, miss, but he's stall 
looked up.'* 

To be Continued. 
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