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'W. CLARK RUSSELL,
“Hore's Miss Hayes;

+
pa

et dor,

of me,

.. and folding his arms,
"~ *“The chip's seized by them we res-

=p and oan’t get out,”’ rhouted the iit-
tle German Jew Bergheim,

small arms?’’ yolled the Colonel, in a
passion of alarm and wrath. *‘How
tho devil came the captain and ship’s
officers to be 80 neglectful as to allow
the rufflans to srm themselves with
shoso very weapons with which weand
the crew conld have subdued them in
» jiffy?*

‘‘We are frightening Miss Hayes,'*
exolaimed Monsigngr. **The news s
rory sudden and let us remsmber that
the oaptain {s her step futher.

“What is 16?7 What bhas bappened?
{ do not uanderstand you,*'' 1 oried
{ was not only bewildered by the
ibouts, I was likewise fresh from sleep.
mas a littlo thick, and thie thing was a
. . matter no girl's brain coold instantly
Y ST sompass.

i : **Step this way and repeot the story
B $0 the lady, steward,”’ vried Mr. Jaok-
T o “.“»"‘. on.
A K The man came from the stdeboard
© w7 woking @ wmpletely orushed, and putting
¢ 7. bis buanu opon the table, depressed his
w .  [ace, yet lifted his eyes to mine, =0
o _ that his appearance was as if he wore
gre: e recolving svutence to be shot.
.- ““What is this that bas hoappencd

' stownrd? ' gald I **Wheore is Captain
Sinolair?"*

"Y'ho passengers foll silent as death,
2 _ aaving that just when the steward was
about to spoak, the purson and his lady

> JEE .- friend lifted M. Macbride off tho
h 8" <. wsofs, and staggered with ber into their
EBEY . osabio; 1 csught the uoise of a fall

" «+ " ‘when they had cntered the berth, but
- <+ pnobody took any notioe. .
- **The twelve men we resoned the
- - .. other mnight,"" began the steward,
;- * . %turn ont to be a gnng of pirates’’—ho
P ¥ ... sank bis voice at the word ‘'pirates’
3 W' .- napd glanced unnasily around and ap at
the skylight. ‘‘T'hey ain't uno ship.
o V- wreoked men at all.  Tney've waylaid
us off some vessal that's boen a-watoh-
v g S fng of us That's what I sny."”
: **But what's happened?® 1 asked
“Why, in the middle watoh thd}
got hold of the arms’ chast, and armed
, themselves to the teeth wits pistels and
. % . outlasses, olapped the hatohes over
e - . those who were under deck, furced the
watch on deok into the foreoastle,
’ B aloug with the boatswain and oarpen-
N 4 o ter; then o gaung of them lays aft,
: e and foroes the oaptain, who was on
L deck, and Mr. Uordon, who bad charge,
'n . ipto the bo'smn’s berth. This dobe
B threo of thow seeks me and the secnnd
. mate, and drives us with levelled pie:
. 7= tols right forrards, where they thrusts
- S - . us into the berth aloug with thy cap-
; «¢  tainand mate. There's a fellow bristling
;" - with armw stationd at the forescuttle;
» . thaere's another a-bristling just tho sanmo
- st the door whore the ocaptain and

v«y - theve,' said he pointing to the com-
- o. panion, ‘“and ho threatens to blow the
blistered brains ot of the bloody head
of tho firat person who attempts to
- {oak out. *’
My, Wills aquealed and foll baock
ipon a sofa; her hugband sank beside
" . **Beg hlw not to use such horrifying
lauguage, '’ exclaimed a stout, stern.
"~ lnoking lady with ourls gommed on
her torchead she Bad two ohildren with
" ‘hex, both of whom were trying, but
- quietly.
. **It's drawing on for breakfast
. tine, " oried the grasshoppor, '‘are wu
{8 be fed?”’ :
¥ “‘Who has taken ocommand of the
ship?"’ said I, who bad been too as-
toanded to speak wntil the moment.
*¢A thin fellar, likowiss armed—got
Htile bit of » mustacho; it was him

here to tell the ladies and gonts there's
% Mothiug to be afraid of, and that they'd
e 22 woll treated if they gave no trouble.
It him walking the qnarter-deck
hen the cove guarding the companion
nod the doors to let me through.”
How wany sailors go to this ship's
“Hraw!” bawled the grasshopper. -
- S Pighteen, eir,' said the steward,
~Shightesni®® howled the other, *‘nod

1 Why, we're an army com-

i “tho® twelve scoundrels who

“$heit you have the ‘tween deck
’Viald Mr. Jackson.

of gourie,’’ roarad the grass.
nnding npon the steward s
the ohidel «culprit im the

hatohes, aly, them,
dthe sailory,”* answored the
Iwhe & man's under
Ay us” woll'“bé “tnder

Ot

" alirisked Mra. Wills, on catohing sight

“Wa're prisoners,”’ sald the grass.
- hopper, who was very pale. pulling
kis hands out of his breeches' pockets

swed from drowning; and we're loozed

%G THey ek to cut” our throata?
How did they get possession of the

“yedpousible. for: the whole

»  **But se¢o hesxe,"”’
Y waut to get to New Yurk.

tbe oaptain amd officers imprisoned 1o a
"eabin, the sailors locked up in the ture-
' gastle, and the rest of the people shut
“down in another part, the ship is

helplessly in the rasnals’ hands. I

counsel calmness and patience, Resist-

ance mast lead to bloodshed, which tue
‘{e..0ows who have seeized the ship may

desirs as lhittle as we do."*
gaid Mr. Jacxson,
e l ‘e 9

tsxtru' sngagoments to fulfil, and 1 ap

¢

+

. 'othiers Lies looked up, and a third's up

!

fetchod me ont and sent me along down

'

, With, 31b lnd made some

dues’'~and he namer 4 date.

**Doir 't make n trouuls uf snch slush
as play-acting io the face of thir, '™ a1
the gragshopper, with iusolent .uria
bitity.

Mr. Jacksoxs turmed and played a
farions scow! upon him:. there wa~ nu-
thing comioal whatever weant in thut
laok.

I seated myssl! whilst this sort of
talk wont on. Yot even iu thut mument
1 sevimed to fimd something bumor -ug
in our tragio sitoation. It was mems-
trous, but it wus a ridicalous th-un
too, that a nuxnber of ladiss aud guut:e-
wen avd children, Rrst-class passonpgers,
should be locked np v a gay saioun,
and sontinelled by a seaman srmed tu
the taih, Thowe waere still early years
i this eentorw, yet 1 donp't think the
pirate as we read o2 him, the scouudre)
of the Jully Roger aud the bloody Hap,
was still atlont. Now aud again, per
haps, a corsair wns to by heard of down
among theWest India fslands, but v ..y,
this side of Paul Jones' capers, would
look for the picenroon i the North At.
laptio? The selzore of 1ne Mohnok war
no pirncy after the ' -~

was clearly the reanit of some deep-Inid
plot to which owfedeorates belonging
to thoship herell would bu ersentisal,
and whbilst] thos ehought, mv beart
grew as tead, and herror trod upun tue
heels of dark saspicion

Colouel Wills gt this moment with a
olenched fist foll to haranguing us
He told us that bs wwas an American
goldier, that he loved bluod-letting as
little us mnyone, but that in spite of
Monsigpor’s mild advice it was not to
be endured that they should all sit down
and wait for their throats to be cut.

**Who®s to ¢ell mme,'' he shouted,
thatthe villains, after plandering the
sbip, won't set hor afire. and go away
in the boats, leaving us battenad down
to be ronsted alive!®

*«Spoh talk is wureasonbale, Colonel,
in tho pressuce of ladies,’’ satd Mou-
sigunor.

A ohild began to ory hitterly, yet the
Colavel procveded, despite the noise.
He bawled, *“Thore's no unreasonable-
uess ju facts. I we’ve tallen iuto the
hands of pirates, ['m prepared for the
worst. Are wo to it here, 1 say,
whilst they gut the ship of Looty, aud
then scuttle her? There's that sky-
light,” be vellwl, juwping up from
his wife's side.  'Wath fire-arms——r:""

At that lustant the cuispanion doors
wers openad, azad the Calonel! foll back
hy his wifue's dide, 1maute as a rad s
thongh Dhtnjig-withered.

T he stewordesss carme down the lad-
der, und agausst the sky past ner in
the square of the cornpauion 1 eangbt
sight of the goreof a man wha, as the

wosnian  desgepddid, clased the doors.
Till now there lud been something
dreamlike In theme  wild terrifviog

moments, but the sightof that rentinel,
and the rapid olasing of the companion
dours, pat a significance into tle
whals thing that had. the terrur of
death itself in it. 1 turned ocold and
folt sfck. Monsignor’s eye was upon
me. He withdrew, but in a fow mo-
ments rettarned with a little brandy.

As the stowardess appronched us
evary voice, saving mine apna the
priest’s, was lifted bigh, hoarse, shrill
in guestion. 8She was dressed in a bon-
uet and shawl, and locked as though
having missed ¢ho ship she had just
stapped oo board alter a long chase i
an open boat.

*You're wanted an deck, steward,”
said she, paying no heed to the passen-
gor’s questiona. '

“*“Wiat am I wanted for?'’ said the
steward, turning if possible paler than ;
ho was, s :

**1 think #t's ©o sop about the saloun
breakfast, ** she answered, and then,
puiling off her bonuet, she cried,
‘“‘What an awfal business, to be sure!
They ro wsad with terror in the ‘tween
deoks, whero the boasta have kept mme
looked op since four o'clook.”

The steward carried the figure of a
man going to his drozn as he walkad to
the companion gteps and mounted them.
He knooked upou the closed doors, but
got no reply. He knocked again, and
u voice delivered by a hurricane lung
thundered:: .

“My orders are to ahoot down any'
man who tries o break through, so
keep baok. *’

The steward foll balf-way down the

. ; 1
fiight of steps; X osught at that instant ALUE

the dull light of aship's musket barrel
in the grip of tho sentry. Suddenly
another man rarne into the companion,
and the eawe boame voice I remem-\
bered 05 having amwered Captain Sin.
clair*s hail pawled down: *‘*Was that
the stoward knocking?*’ '

Ay, sir," answered the terrified
man.

“Thon eonme ap and bear a hand.
No peed to kesp the passengers waiting
brealcfust, **

The steward pmsed out, but the
doors were left open, and a minate
later after a short rumble of talk one
of the two folloeva camne below. .

CHAPIER V.
UNDEX HATCHES. .

The wap that came intd the saloon
wos the.thin, wiry sol dierly rogue with
the yellosw mustache. He stopped to
the head of the table, close under the
skylight, and on looking at him agaiu I
was as con vince that he was tho man
I had scont at my step father’s as that
my eyes were those 1 had vigwed him
3 ohange of

i

" table for hreakfast. There wore but
AT, threg or feor of usin the saloon At this -
A ol ad s wartled $he man Wb of Chyerly, Mou!" This was sccom: | This @ae subdued tnso 8’

: .
give. Cutoff a3 We are aown nurs, under eithur pocket flap. He graspeu

pa weapon, but then at the head of the
saloon staircase stood the seaman with
the musket; wa could see him olearly;
he held the musket by the barrel, the
butt end resting on the deck. and
lonnged in a posture that hinted at a
plenty of savage alertness when a call
ahould eome, :

“Me and my mates,’’ said the man, '
speaking in a steady, hoars- = ‘ice, and
looking about him flercely. ¢ @ tu the
suggestion of a squint ondey h  wrin-
kles of bis scowling frown, “"uave got
possesajon of this ship, aud we mean
to kesp her. No harm’'s intended to
you here." .

“Buat is that s0”*’ oried Mrs. Wills .

He surveyed her figure, and answer-
ed, 1nsolently, ‘‘Ay, or I shouldn’t
have said it."*

““Pray let us hear what is to be done
with us®'’ exolaimed Monsignor.

“*There'll ba no chauge,'’ continned
the man, talking in his throat ae
though he supposed that hoarsvness
lent & fresh terror to his aspeot.
**You’ll fare the same as you've been
doing, You'll be allowed to take the
air in small companies,’’

“Are our lives in peril?’’ coried the
graashopper, leaning forward and
breaking into the question with spas-
modio vehemence. The sound of his
voice and the posture of his elbow was
like a leap into the air.

“That’'ll be yomr business, inaster,
not ourn!’’ answered the fellow. '‘Keep
you quiet, that's all. "

“"But,""' exolaimed Monsignor, *‘how-
do you 1ntend to dispuse of us?'’

“You'll be put ashore,'* was his re- !
ply.
“But where, sir, but where?’’ shout-
ed Mr. Juckson, staring with greedy
fearful eagerness at the tgure of the
follow. ‘'l booked to New York My
wish is simply to get thera I bave
many important engagements to fill,
and their forfeitore wust signify so
sarjous a luss, that sconer — iu short,
if you will uague any r nsonable som,’"
——the cumedian began .. “m,g‘m“r'

*I don't think it'll be New York
with yer this voyage,’’ interrupted tbe
mau.  ‘“‘But keep quiet. Tbat's all
you've.got to do. You'll cowme to no
hart any of you, only you must give
no trouble.”’

‘Thus speaking he cast another '
angry look around, and his eye light
ing upon me, his face, [ thought, re-
laxed for an jpstant, but the villain
was quick with his wits and was ovul-
ly mounting the steps befure I could
have swourn he saw me

We sat or stuod staring at one an-
other.  Then said Colonel Willa:

**What in flames is meant? IDid any
mabn sver meet the like of su all-fired a
fiend? They mean to alter the ship'e
course, anyhow.'

The uctor 1ifted up his fist and let 18
fall Monsignor went to the head of
the tatle where my step father sat at
meals, and looked at a tell-tale oom-
pass secured to a8 beam  immerdiately
overhead.  He looked aud looked again.
His face foll. Anow tinge of palenoess
entered bis tranquil haudsowme features,
and he spid in a low but clear vuice.

**The course i8 already changed. '’

*‘Where are they steoring us to'’
cried a lady.

“*The ship's conres 18 pow,’’ ex-
claimeod the priest, upturning his vyes
to the tell-tale unce more, “almost di-
rectly south.”’

‘This announcement was followed by
o prulonged silence of consternation.

*'Is there no remeds”’’ blubbered the
bard.faced woman with the ohildren.
‘* Won't they transfar us to another
ship® What can they intend by sailing
ue svath?"* and the poor thing's, red
eyts rolled ahout in their sockets, glar-
ing and wild with fright.

**Can't you comfort ue?’’ oried Mrs.
Wills to the stewardesa. **‘You've been
to sea for years and yeara. Have you
never had any experience of this sort
befors?’*

*‘Jod forbid!’' answered Mra. Yor-
rock. *‘*Who indeed ever heard of the
like happening in an American liner?

**The captain may break out with the
mates, and recover the ship.’’ said
sc mubody, at which everybody look
at me. .

} bad nothing to say. What did it
matter that the commander was my
step-father? 1 sat silent and siok with
fear and black suspicion. My memory
presvrves but little of the hurry, rage,
confusion of talk that followed. The
astewardess said it was a priatical plot
arranged in London before the ship
sailed; she knew it by this token—
there were no outlasses in the vessel's
arms ochest,

‘‘Did they bring them in the long-
boat?"’ shouted the Colonel. ‘‘If so0
their intentiorn was plain, and’il con-
viot the oaptain and the mates,’' he
suarled through his nose, *‘as yonfeder
”

*sHush, I beg of you. Colonel!'' oried
Mansignor, tossing his hands towards
the skylight and looking at me. I

*“Parcels of small arms may have
beon seoretly shipped at the docks”
exclaimed the stewardigs. “‘But it's
shocking, ladies and guntlemen, I'm
sare, even to mention Captain Sin-
clair, the most respeoted f command-
ers, and Mr. Qordon, and Mr. Tam-
ball, as gonfederates *’

Thus ran the talk: it mouldered
quickly, however, by cause of most of
the passangers beiog. but half-dressed,
and going to their berths,

At nine o'olock by the snloon dial,
the compamon doors were opeped, and

* the steward descended. The fellow on

deck sentinelling the hatch let us see
that he was on guard, by croming and
recrossing the space of blme weather
that shone in the doorway, and bring.
ing the musket end down with a thud
when he halted. The steward was
alone, ‘The stewardess asked if his
undersiyappers were to be allowed to
belp him: 1o answered surlily, ‘‘No,
they was lovked up along with the
orew,"” - ‘

He and the stowardesg prepared the

fosi

' the Malays sprang overboard. '

. the Colunel,

**Who's looking after the ebip?’
says the grasshopper.

**The beast in the nustache, gir.”’

“*Are any of the ship’s company
helping?’’ enguired Mnonsignor.

**Nary man. Only the shipwrecked
crew’s on deck, barriug me and the
cook.”’

**There are twelve wen,’’ said Mon-
siguor, ‘‘and foar goard the hatches,
and one is at the wheel, whilst one is
1n charge, that leaves but six to turn
the yards and work the sails of this big
ship,’’ and be shrugged his shoulders,

**Is the door of tbe berth the captain
and the mates are in goarded?’ 1
asked.

"Yes, misg, *’

**What will the captain do?’’ cried
the grasshopper. ‘'l ailow by the looks
of nim that be’s not thy wau 10 allow
his ship and her cargo, and a crowd of
people more or less important, to be
walked off with and wade away with
by the dozen soabs we picrked off the
sea. "’

**Ouce men are under hatches they
are powerless,’’ said Monsignor. ‘'l
have read of a ship that was siczed hy
vwo Malays; they ran arnuck, the crew
rusbhed below, the Mualays battencd
then aown, and heln undisputed pos.
sossion fur & week. Nuthing saved the
ship but her appearance aloft, an in-

quisitive man-of-war appruached, and

‘*bteward, opsp that skylight,’’ said
the Colopel. *'It's growing durned:
ratnmish down here.

“*They*ll shoot me if [ show my
head there,'” answered the steward.

Mousignor, spreading s large yollow
handkerchief upun the table. got on to
it, and ko one of the frames up by ita
ra-k, calmly screwing 1t afterwaurds
Nu bputice was paid tu this on deck, -
though he said that the wiry man who
stoud at  the weather mzzen rigging
watdhed him, !

*"\What have they pirated thisship,

for> What's 1 her, avynow " asked .
the Colunel, }
I'by steward, turning his pale face .

upon s shoulder, apswered .
**Ninety-eaght thousand poonds 1
gold, s, "’ :
The grasshopper and
whistled low

the Colopel-
apd long togoether, awd
sprivgiug up, began to
walk, whilst he shouted, "By thunder!
If T hLavon't always  thought that,
~-ey was & worv daugervus  cargo
than guupowder. '

The breakfast was long 1n serving.
The steward bad to work alone; the
+ iow guarding the compamon would |
r ot lot the stew ardess through, Never
Jvd 8 more forlorn company sit down
"5 a moenl at ssa  Conversation was)|
~strained, perhaps fortunately, by tlm1

iry fellow  giving us au  occasional
view of bhis figure as he slowly walk-
« 1 past tne open skyhignt, keeping a.

kout. It was soun whispered roond

.t the ship had minety -eight thousand |
- ainds in her, and every face darkened
't the tutelligence; the caplure was a

hoprize sn a wond, and Giod  alune !

vt tell how it was to go with s, |
ed to the @Peth as the twelve deter '
devils wern, and every soul |

aboard segyred unaer the hacthoes,

{ never could have imagined so de- !
jected a countenance as Mr Jackson's, |
scarcely the tremenaous character of |
the thing that had wroughtit saved me |

conapedd

trom bursting into a laugh at hm |
Hin dark eyes were rooted to  the
table cloth: heated but little.  Mon

~wenor Luard spoke soothingly to  the
ladtes and tried to comfort them l

I am pleased,’’ he said, “‘to hear |
of the money. 1 do not agree with
tulovel Wills an the other gentlemean |
that 1t deepens 1l @ agniticance: of oor
reri). My cobv, .un {8 that the rob:
Lers will bring the ship to a stand  off
some coast with which they are ac-
quainted, where, afier oarrying the
muoney ashaore they will abandon us
It will prove a true romanoce of the
sen, which might be of great profes
sional use to Mr: Jackson, for what
could form a more thrilling sabjeot for
A nautical drama than this experi-
ence?"’’

The comedian spat an oath at the
deck.

I oould not goess what sorr of a wind
blew. I saw fine weather in the mot
tled azure through the wkylight.
Through that glass, ton, the mizzen
mast was visible; the yards were braced
square, and the marble white cloths
sank and swelled languidly with the
regular curtseying uf the ship on the
long heave of brine that fuliowed her,
All remained wenderfully quisat gn deck
for a long while. From time %]tlme
ope or another of the gentlemen, find.
ing heart, would spring upon the table
and oautiouwsly apply his eye to the
skylight glass, and report softly what
he saw, but what he saw was never
more than this—a fellow armed with a
maosket leaning against the companion,
a second at the wheel, and from time to
time o third walking a lookout.

The sight of the steward was a God.
send when they let him down to get us
some lunch. But Master Milk-liver
had never any news to tell us. [ think
that steward, whoss real name I'd pub-
lish #f 1 remembered it, was the great
est coward that ever shipped to serve a
table, It was degrading to hear him
thank theiarmed ruffian above for open-
ing the dogr and letting him down.
All that he could tell us was that the
captain and mates were still locked up,
and the orew under hatches. Some of the
steerage passongers bad bLeen allowed
on deck to eook a mid-day meal for ail
of them; the main hatch unnder whioh |
the vest lay was guarded, just as was
the companion.

1 have said there were gixteen cabin
passgngers, including rhildren, and at
four o’clook that afterpaon the whole of !
us were assembled in the saloon, sel-
dom speaking, and staring idly; for all
bad been said; it was only now and'
agaipn that somebody would break out; !
but speculation was exhausted, and
thero was nothing else to base our talk

On a sudden we heard the voices of
‘moen chorusing the familiar sea-chant

i

panied by a grinding ana scraping @1
feet on deck. One or two got upon the
table, but the commotion was forward,
and it was imposeible to see that way.
The stew ardess, coming out of Mra
Macbride's cabin cocked ber head for a
moment or two, and lifted her eye-
brows.

‘What dn ygu think it
sgmeone.

Bhe listened again and then an-
swered:

**I believs they arc hoisting ont the
big bnat they came in.’’

‘“They may have got the money and
mean to leave the ship,’’ said the
Colonel.

*“*What! oarry off ninety-eight thous-
and pounds in an open boat?'' ¢ried the
grasshopper, with a sarcastic suven
*“How muoch d'ye think ninety eight
thousand pounds weigh=? Not . wen-
tion twelve stout men to sink her yet,
along with all the provisions and water
they need; for aren’t we in the :uiddle
of the Atlantio, hey?’

**What can they mean to do?'’ oried
Mrs. Wills in a thrilling voice.

We bad pot long to wait to discover.
Lond shouts of ‘*Slacken away! Ease
off bandsomely! and the like reached
us. oud shortly afterwards we heard
the splash of a large body lowered
quickly and water-borne ‘*with a run.’
Had the side of the ship beey deprussed
we might have caught sight of the buat

is?*’ asked

PP A A M iy

singnishable roaring till the white sam
af the boat slided abreast of the nexd
open window, and then we heard e
fellows in her shouting at the people
on geck; 'twas a mere gibberish of
curses, caths, insults, and the bomt
slipped aft, and I heard nothing sawm
an occasional insolent, inhoman rour of
langhter above.

A thought cams into my head and ¥
went to the eaptain’s cabin; I was fres
of it and I had used it when the captaim
himeelf was present, lying down e
writing. 1t wasa large airy cabim,
with a big stern window after the oMl
pattern. ‘The hour was about five; the
sun & good bit above the sea, and =
the ship’s stern faced north the splem-
dor of the afternoon was on the left im
the water; the atmosphere trembled
with the rich lights 0o the ocean, smd
hong in a blue glimmering trane
parency across the cabin window, mak-
ing the distance a listle misty with Ms
radiance, -

Yet 1 instanily saw on going to thwe
window the whiie, needle-like heighie
of a couple of ahips, apparently standl
ing to the westward, just under the
bronzed round of a largs, faint, sollem
heap of yellow oloud, riding clear obf
the sea-vdgs  The next thing my sight
cnught was the boat shat hail loft .
She was the boat the twelve men hadl'

|
j

h h ¢ rthole; but Mo- .
through an open porthole; but tho o'u'inthelamhgnil.mdwithmh-

hock floated upright under sguare
wings, and you could see nothing but
the hurizon and the aky above it tarough
the windows,

been takem out of, a large fin craft, sit-
ting buoyantly, though evowded, and
in that instant of watching I saw them

verted Union Jack flying fron: the
masthead, slanting away with spitting

i stem and foaming rudder for the ships

was buing carried on with great activity; ’

men sprang about, cries sharp as with

. temsper and argency reached us through

the upen skylight, under which svwe of
the gentlemen stoud, strainiug their care
with all their might to gather from the
nuisy the least inpurt of what was 1n-
tended Mr. Macbride bad ternified us by
suggesting 1p a tremw bling volcs that the
buat was meant fur us salovy passen-
gers, who were to bo sent adrift as a
soft of beginning  Uceasiosally  this
puur wman woald whine most dolefully.

**Ob!"’ he cried ont once, breakiug in-
to a long silence and addressing him.
~elf to Monsignor, **how 1s our little ox-
vursiun—the trip that my wife and 1
have been looking
wontfs and montbs—saving up and
praying for—how is 1t to end®  sbe lies
1n her bed motionless, and slmost dead
with healnche,  Suarely therv must be
soe error—if representatives of the

forward to for -

twelve ey werv invited 1uto this saloon |

i a Kindly, gantlemanly way, and the

facts of vur situnation subwitted them

with moderatiop—appenlingly ———:"
**Ask the santry tu let you pass aod

~v0 what yon can du for as, ' the grass- .
. svemed to trail;

nopper growled ont

The clergyiman  in  fact
silinced by finding no responss  to
twaddhng lamentations in the louks of
us

Two of the salaon cabin windows on
the wtarboard side were open, and we
huow by a fountawn hke npoige of nip
;ng watens that a large boat was
towsae alongsida. We stood or moved
abvut,  hearsening with  passionate
cagerbuns, if ever auy une spoke he was
suituced by grimaves or gestures.  All
this while 1 was wondering what part
Captain dinclair was going to play 1n
this audacious drama of thy sea. 1 was
surprised also thatsaving Colonel Wills'
rewmark, no reference was made by any

| *f the people to what surelv soggested

Jwelf 8 o deep-laid conspiracy. But
then, of coursa, 1 had reason to be
shockingly suspicious, and to carry
conjecture beyond anything the most
1mgetaative could dvjwrures It was
.t uuly the preseuce of the wiry man
«n buard; I bad mnoticed the anxious,
~vcrut look-out the captain had kept—
fur what, if pot for the boat whose
twelve men had been brought aboard as
shipwrecked people? Again, I thonght
I saw plenty to ralse suspicion in that
strange freak of the barometer. Nour
conld [ forget the queer, wary, steadfast
look I caught that sullen, straight-
headed old seaman Gordon directing at
my stepfather.

‘'Hark!'"" suddenly ories Monsignaor,
lifting his hand in a priestly way.
**What is happening?*’

It was a sonnd of trudging in the
waist, aocompanied by a ocontinuous
growl of voices of men, raging but
helpiess; vocasionally a olear sentenocs
would leap out of thal brate-like
olamoutr.

“QOver you go. By Gad!l You'll nat
be spared more than another if you
hang back!"’

It was strapge that he did not hear
mars, sesing that the cabin windows
were open and the weather quiet, and
no voises in the ship saving an oo-
oasional light musketry of canvas when
the swell launched her, along wi'h the
ticking of doors on huuks and creuxing
of bulkheads.

Mr. Jackson got upon the table, and
peering aft through the skylight, re-
ported that the companion donr was un-
guarded.

*‘Depend upon it,"’ said Monsignor,
‘*they 're doiug romething that requires
all their strength.'’

“I*ve a good mind to force my way
on deck,’’ exclaimed Colonel Wills,
*“This 18 a ship and 1'm no rat.’

*“Yoa'll do nothing of the sort..”’ half
shrieked his wife. ‘‘They’d tu nk ne
wore of shooting you than if yuu were
arat.'’

Colonel Wills appeared to take the
same view; he remained = otioiless;
avidently he had no intention tu ase-
tempt anything rash. He got out of the
thing gallantly by exelaiming, with a
scowl at the steps in a grombliug voioa,
“['d step out and take .uy chance, by
thnuder, if T didn't know thuse dgors
werg sacured outside. "’

Thus some time passed, when all of
a sudden a starboad cabin window was
whitened by the passing of a large sail
close by, and I heard Mr. Gordon’s
bhurricane voice roar out from the sor-.
face of the sea ‘*You'll be lagged for
it, every man of youn. You're dogs and
daevfls. to.sand a boatful of men adrift,
with night coming on—ca?? - - - -

dim, indie-

Whatever was happoning, however, | iD the distance.

1 snatched up a binoeular pglass, and
I looked whilst the boat was cleamy
framed in the sgunare of the window
The enses instantly gave me the faves
of onr old ship’s company. | counMd
soarcely credit my sight: My Gorden
sat in the stern sheets of the boat, steer:
ing her. Next him was Mr Turnbal.
I also saw the boatswain of the snip, &
map named Vigors, with many a face
that bad grown familiar. ‘There loak-
ed above twenty. My pulse wewmt
quickly whilst I searched that erowd
for my stepfather, and when I saw
nothing of bim I thought fto myself,
“‘Does not hie remaining on bomrd
prove my suspicions? What will thom
poor fellows (bt there think of hins?
Was it ever before told of a shipmaster
that he turned his whnle ship’s com-
pany adrift in an open boat with the
dargpess coming on, themselves guilt-
less of uny wrong?®:’

The bieoze that blew languidly for
us floating before it, was a fresh air for

* the Iittle craft, and she sesthed throngh

had bewn .
bis

* red in the afr.

the brine nimbly, marking the swift-
ness of her flight upon the sea by the
arrow straight ribband of foum abhe
there could be no
doubt of her cuming up with, or at ad
vvoents uf hear being seen by ane or the
other of the ships whase spires were
I watched through the

" glass tiil the boat had pasced out of the

" for dinner, whioh had

st ot S e Sgtep

compass of the window, and them ¥»-
entered the saloon

The steward was preparing the table
been delayed
two hours beyond the usual! time, but
pobody appeared to have noticed thia
He wans answering questions when I
passed vut of my stepfatber’s cabin, ¢
and 1 stoud still to hear him, being al-
most as private and withdrawn there aa
i a berth*

‘“The whole of the crew, do yem
say?’’ exclaimed Mr. Bergheim.

‘*Barring me and the cook, '’ was the
answer,

‘“Then we are completely in the
power of the fallows who have soissd
the ship'' aaid Mr. Macbride.

“Bin so all alorg,’” said the stow-
ard, proceeding in bis business of dress-
ing the table with agitated gestures,
and frequent upheavals of his pale faee
at the gkylight

*But it's like murdering men to svend
them adrift in an open boat in this
wide ocean, '’ said Monsignor Luazd.

*“There’'s two ships in sight,”’ sald
the steward, ‘‘and the boat's got a
distress oolor a-flying. They've get
wittles and sperrits and there's two
bours of daylight lefs. 1 dopn't fens,
gentlemen, of their ngj being seen amd
taken aboard.”

“They’ll repors this pirscy—bul
what then?’’ says Colonel Wills, stick-
ing out his lega. “'If the ship that
picks them up is westward's bound i
may take them a month or six weeks e
arrive at an Amerioan port. Then, er
some time afterwards, I reckon a Britisb
oruiser will be sent in search. Bat
where'll she look for us, and where'll
we be by that time?”’

Mrs Mactride, who sas close against
her husBand, clapped her handkerchief
to bher milkwhite face and rocked hee-
sell.

‘‘The only grain of comfort in this
dreadful business,” exclaimed the
hard faced lady; ‘‘isthas Captain Sim-
clair is still on board.”’

‘*“What’s be going to do for us, al
alone as he is?”’ answered Mr. Jackson
scowling at her. If hecouldn’t help us
with his army of men in the ship, ef
what use can he be single-handed?*’

1 stepped forward at this point and
exclaimed, ‘‘Has any news of my siep-
father reached the eabin?*’

The steward answered, ‘‘They'we
kept him aboard, miss, but he's siil)
locked up.’’
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