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0UR CATHOLIC MEN.

THESR DUTIES SET FORTH IN STRIK.
ING LANGUAGE.

Kev. Dr. Jehn Talbot Smith Preaches a
Fercibls Disceurse at the Aunnual Memor-
{al Services of the Enights of Columbums
Held {uSt. Joseph's Cathedral, Hartford:

The Knights of Columbus of this
sity, saye the Catholic Transcript of
«he 17th imst, held their annual me-
morial service at St. Joseph’'s Ca-
thedral on last Sunday evening. Six
hundred members were in attendance.
The Cathedral was well fllled at 7:30
when Vespers begun. ‘fhe regular
choir was strengthened ; by outside
singers and by & select orchestra. Rt.
Rev. Bishop Tierney occupied the
throne. He was attended by Fathers
Lyuch and Keena. The Rev Edward J.
Hayes was the celebrant of Vespers.
Several priests were present in the
sanctuary. The sermon was delivered
by the Rev. Dr. John Talbot Smith,
of New York. It was a gtrong ser-

‘mpon and set forth in striking language
the dutles ©pecial to the men of oug
dzy. We give the discourse in full.

Youa are gathered here this night to
Ronor the memeory of faithful com-
rrdes, for whom the world has no
donors, no epitaphs;” to display the
splendid extent of Christian charity,
which georns the limits of earth, and
reuches beyond the grave €to consolq
and aid those in prison; to prove to
materialists that men, in gpite of false
teachings still belisve in the truth of
the warld to come; and last of all to
display that profound sense of respon-
aibility, which springs from religlous
truth. The truth imposes responsibil-
fty, and you do not ghirk it. As men
and ag Christlans, you own and de-
fend your reponsibilities.

What gre thoy? As men God has
given you a nature, simple, direct, and
ferceful. The man is bo who delights
{n the possessien and display of power,
He is the explorer of unknown re
glons, and will not give up pursuit of
tbem untll the last ribbon of earih is
izid bareto the world. He {s the col-
onizer who fells the forest, breaks the
sall, and forces the wilderness to give
bim breald. He i the miner, who pen-
oetrates the earth's recesses, and un-
covers the hidden wealth of time. He
is patient and steadfast in his labors,
rexly to suffer amd to dis that bis
endy may be attaised. This is the

oatwre which God gave him, the grace
of e eex. It emtails upon him aie
first grest responsibility.

Mercover, he 3 called by God to the
special vocations ef kis cex. He ia
the piiNNoropher who reasons out the
grave questiong of life and of goclety;
ke s the lawgiver who guldes the life
of s natlon, the poet who sings Its
deeds and writes 1ts history; the pro-
phet who {llumipes the pathway into
the future; ihe priest who guards the
rast and senctifies the present, and
nediates between God and men; and
greatest of all he is the propagaton
of tke race, for from his loins come the
rnerations that are yet to ba. The
Feat Church has summed up the glory
3¢ his vocation in that glorious sym-
pal which places the mother and her
shild on the throne of the world, while
the man, the father, stands at ite foot
to guard and defend im. Thls vo-
cation of gex s the second great re-
spounsibility which rests upon man.

And the third is placed upon him by
the Church of Christ. She alone made
possible the civilization by which he is
formed and from which gpring the or-
derly governments of modern times,
She prepares in each generation the
holy parente who are to preside over
wmw of the children. The sac-

ts flow with steady and clean-
sing sweep through the homes of the
milllons; the children are baptized,
confirmed, absolved, fed at the holy
table, fitted for their great destiny In
time and eternity, with wondrous pow-
er. Men come and go but the Church
remoaine, guarding and continuing and
perfecting the work of men from gen-
eration to geeration.

Here then are the responsibilities of
men, of (Catholld men; and the great
question {s how are they bearing them,
how are they using the great gifts with
which God has endowed them. TUn-
douhtedly in the main, they are doing

11, else we would not have the peace

d order which now reign in soclsty.
But there Is ne cause without its trait-
ors and remegadzs, and our leaders
have begun to view with alarm the in-
creass {n the mumber of those unfertu-
mates. 'We have to ask ourselves why
wre thelr numbers increasing? Why
the fairest and best of our young peo-
Po hare found thelr way fato thq
poths of sin?

Thers can ba no doubt of the fa.ct..
Tke sorrovs of parents bear wiiness
to It. Whore are thousands of them
te-night? A round number of them
can be found in the disreputable places

down health, steadiness, the food and
diucatien of their children, and the
happiness of thetr homes; in the gamb-
Hng-hells, victims to an infernal ex-
eltement; In the brothels, alaves ' to
their meancst appetite. Another set
can be found in respectable commercial
life, so deep in the business of money~
making that no time is left for ths
goul; or In the Toul political life of cer-
tain clties, which deal in bribery, vote.
buying, umnnies over ihe helpless, A
fhird set 4 engaged In the study of
atheism and Ingereollism in whittling
down thelr faith to the vanishing-
point, in studying how far they can go
fnto. skepticlsm withont losing the

pcivilege of dying in the faith. ' What
i» wrong vith these mem that

while on ouy sick bed & briet time and

wlared that He Bikes such an interest}.

ledge;
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Their Indifferences Explained.
The troubde with the young men fa
that they are worib-eaten by certain
popular convictions, which have got
into thelr spiritusl bloed no matter
how. The ellermare convinced first
of all, that there is too much Yeligion
much in the women and too little in
one spot, and teo little in others; too
much. in the women and too much in
the mreny too Hitkch In the sanctuary
and too little 1n the homes. The clean
20y who enters the world from the
sanctuary of home, ready for a vir~
tuous life, has this whispered in his
ear every moment; his father nag

talked it for yoars to others, though
careful never toesay go to his own gon;,
but the people he taunght are saying it
for him,; which is just as well, as the
boy will be proficient in mdmerance
within a year. Secondly, men are
convinced that it 1s money, not relig-
jon. which makes the mare go. They
preach this doctrine to one another
til} legal dishonesty, that (& dishonesty
permitted by the lw or the canona
of trade, becomes a virtus, and when
they hear the denuncistion of the
Christ: “Woe to you rieh,” or that
other: “After these things do the hea-
thens seek,” they hear with deaf ears,
and a half breathed conviction that
“they didn't know everything down in
Judea,"”

Men are canvinced {r the third place
LAt nature must have its way. Yonth
bas riotous paseions, and thia madness
is argument for them that the pas-
siona should have at lesst & modar<
ate indulgence until sense and satia.
faction bring them back to decency,
The sing of the flesh are without re.
proach, they even carry & certain
honor with them; the virtuous are
considered inferior, cold-blooded; the
sensual are at least secretly commend-
ed as bad boys. Cbrist was of differ-
ent opinion when he strengthened his
Father's law: Thowu shalt not commit
adultery. The Aposties were not afraid
to write of the heathen world that
“neither ‘fornicators ®* ® ¢ nor mure
derers * * * would enter the king.
dom of heaven.” How diffarent this
classification reada from the worldly
opinion. Murderers and fornicatora
on the same level. But men are not
80 convinced that mature should have
its way, when that way ‘nvolves the

wives, daughters and other relatives,
Finally men are convinced that
Providence does not take 50 cloze a
hold of this world, nor deal s0 ssvere
2 judgment as the priests would have
thsm to belleve. See how many lead
the most abominable lives, yet dle In
their beds, after making peace with
God: se how peacefully even the sin-
tul die with judgment ahead of them;
seo the innumerable sinners laughing
their way through the world;, see the
Catholica even that drop into sin and
survive it to sin agaln. But who sees
the percentage of thoss souls that
drop Into heil? Who stands at the
deathhed of shame and despalr watch-
ing the souls that go out into etermal
darkness, Only the officjals, the po-
lice, the keepers of asylums and hoss
pitals take note of that ead proces-
sion which winds through the gate of
death In secrecy to jundgment. Remem.
ber that mercy is not indifference on
God’s part, though the indifferent hers
would have it s0 ‘These convictions
rule the lives of the indifferent men.
Here is what is wrong with them, -
The Result. L
It was convicfions of thls sort that
led to the immense calamitles, private
and public, recorded and forgotten,
which have sent nations, cities, indi-
viduals fnto hell at one gtroke. Nosah
was the only one of his time invited
to build a boat of escape; those whom
he fnvited wese too sure God did not
interfere with the world go awfully, to
accept the invitation. Lot was the only
man warned to leave Sodom with his
family, and out of Gomorrha went no
living man. T'here were hundreds of
money-seekers In _ those cities, but
somehow thelr money did not make
that particular mare go. In one night
death struck twenty-ive thousand
young Hebrews who sinned with
daughters of the Mediantes; it would
be interesting to hear their present
opinion on the need of induiging.na-
ture. Nature fa much but Its law i
more: if it were not, when-would the
multitudes be? Of what could we be
secure if the Taws, the coertainties,
that rule the seasons, the fruitfulness
of the earth, the staadinesg of civilized
society, the mora! and the spiritual
life of goclety, the moral and the spir-
Jtual life of men were at the caprice
of sach convictions as rule the disor-
dered hearts of the indifferent and the
professed sinners? The ten command-
ments mean just what they say, and
hell gtands for thelr violators as truly
as heaven for their observers. That
God rules the world, men are finding
out at the rate of £ orty-thousand a
day,, «which is ths number of adults
probably appearing dally for judgment
&t the court of the Blessed Tridity.
How many men, think you, it thelr
€00 swmme were swakened in this
mat¥en, would walt for death eand
Judgment 10 discover some elemen-
fary truths; that religion, for -
etance, 15 the only good thing fon.
eternity, that you cannot scrape
enough together to pay your way

that while “earthly coln may make
the mare go here, it will not 1t the
Baul an invh mbove hell, Peited na~
ture, ubout whoss strength we boast
60 muuch, as i we were its sglaves at
certain periods In spits of God and
reasom, turns coward and weakling at
the stench of the steve, and carries ua
wo further. Christ Himself has dad

in the world, that not a hafr fails from |
our heads withiout ¥ls know

Bave s atierly !motun thdr l.b
mwmh-r -

honor of thefr own household, of their |

 She became thelr victim, and when she

.| the tortures of Purgatory,

'bid “her rejoice at thelr deliverance
and fmpart to her, e far as they could, %ﬁmm

then do the = ¢
indifference to te ‘gicn! What an in-
jury do they infiet on thelr yigorous
sex! What an lpsuit to the God who
made them the superior sex, only o
get inferlor service from them! The
purer the diamond the hetter it stands
the work of the lapidary; the etronger
the nature, the ‘higher the sapecial
gifts, the more do God and man ssk of
it. If men should not be found sa
often in the church as women, owing
to thelr pecutiar avocations and tem-
perament, they shonld, at least, be bes
yond indifferencs,

THE HOLY SOULS.

————

Blessed Margaret Mary’s Great Compasstos
For Them in Thelr Sufferings,

Blessed Margarst Mary was slways
devoted to the Sonls in Purgatory. In
the beginning of her religious lite our

Savior used to reveal to her the sufs
terings of these somls, and she usad to
offer in their hehalf? her own u'l&lavot
soul and body with the many self-in-
filc’ed penances permitted her by obe-
dience. Our Lord was thus early pene-
trating her with a epirit of Hia own
lively compassion for His suffering
members. To make her an apostle of
His Sacred Heart, she must know hy
experience the metsurs of itn love for
every soul in need, whether still on
earth and cupahble of self-help, or in
Purgatory and past helping itselt—all}
the more pitiable to His love, *

With theae reflections in mind we

cannot eall extravagant Blessed Mar
garet Mary's declaration in her first
appeal for the devotion to the Heart
of Jesus. If the Holy Souls, she de-
clured, rejoiced when our Lord de-
scended into Limbo. now sgain would
they exult in a devotion which would
open anew to them every treasure of
His mercy. Again, without these re+
flections we will utterly fafl to Appre-
ciate how Jesus psrmitted and desired
ber to intervene in the lberation of
many of the Holy Souls; psrhaps, too,
some would be soandalized at her eon-
stant and {amillar relations with the
suffering departed. For Margarst
Mary was g0 wall known to havs deals
ings with the Souls in Purgatory, that
she was often oconsulted by relatives
or frlends whoss pisty toward these
poor souls she directed in many re
markable waya,

By God's help His servant did what
the spiritualist medium presumptucus-
ly attempts to do; and her motlvs in
telling the secrets of Puraglory wae al-
ways {n the interest of Him who had
revealod them to her. She did not seek
to eatisfy curiosity, but to excite pity.
for the sufferers, or to manifest the
workings of God's Justice. Whether

earth, when consulted she would speak
of it by name, recount the fanits it was -
expiating, deneribo the penaities it waas
psying for each of them, and tell the
duration of ita |mprisonment. She
spoke from actus! knowledge, ffom
eeeing, hearing and conversing with
the sounls for whom she interceded,
Her relations with them grew mors
and more close in proportion to her:
fidelity to our Lord's requests in their
behalf. “I was given to the Souls in
Purgatory Holy Thuraday night,” she
writes; “before the Blessed Sacrament,
I was for a while surrounded by these
poor eouls, with whom I contracted a
tast friendsbip, and our Savior told me
He had glven me to them to do them
whatever good I could. Since then they
are often with me and I call them my
suftering friends.”

And true friends they were, by no
means selfish, 80 gonaiderate that they
once made her stop some penance
which eeemed trifiing to her seal for
them, but which they thought in excess
of what obedience permitted her. I
they were importunate at times, ahe
uever complained. She knew thalt
paing so well that her compassion
came to be In a way a very purgatory
for her. Some of them were the gonls
of religious; in evéry case religlous

ple of the world; they had neglected so
many graces and opportunities. Their
palns were determined by the charac-
ter of their faults. “They tear my
heart with combs of fire,” cried ons,
“for having murmured against super-
{ors. My tongue is eaten by vermin
for my unkind words, and my moutic
ulcerated’ for having been too ready to.
talk.” The remedies they always ask-
ed wers acts of virtus -which they had-

hilp them %o unite thelr thoughts,
words, actions and suflerings with
those of the Sacred Heart for the re- |
Het of her suffering friemds.

Knowing the abandonment of these
souls go clearly, Blessed Margarat
Mary was not content to offer in their
behalf ordinary trials and acilons only,.

could not secure some extra suffering
from God, she iuflicted painful penan-
Gee upon herself, The keen sense of.
and the
need of her friends were pain enough,
Her generosity was not unrewarded |
even in this life; ‘her suffering friends
when Hberated would always hasten to

pome foretaste OF the joys of Heaverd

of Berlin, estimates the Catholle pope
ulation of the world an 820,000,000,
Catholics themselves do not claim &0
muny, but then & few vailiions either |
way do not makKw -much differoncs:
when the ﬂgnms :nim& up so haud.
somely.

entu«rﬂnt Whta -m -

«~of Lhe!: a_ltaeted,

were punished more Severely than peo« |

falled to practice. Blessed Margaret |
Mury used to bid all who wished toy|.,

glong with the sesirance of thelr ilu‘
‘termediatiﬁn in heﬁ hehan i
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wn. ¥

.guripg the wintsr, The shadow of
darkness scarcely Temches ths emrth,
befora knots of men can he ween,

through ai! parta of Irelangd, wending |

 their way along many & rugged Toad

visited, still there are xome in partion.

Bpenit than in others. In the neighe

Tipperary, whera most pessants s

make it the most convenisnt mesting-

iog that was consldered its most at-
tractive polnt—no; but Tem and hie.
wife were &5 kind &nd Jolly

parighea In Ireland.
Tom's hearth, gnd the plsckest strang.

ita cheering biass.
On & cortain n!:ht. when fom'a

.deal table for-want.of -
Tom had a respectable n

eoting ‘with ths “Jolly Ghost.”

I can’t tell th' sorra & one. ‘Theres:
Hilly Heffernen, an’ he niver tou)d us:
& story yet, an’ eho hoys tells m thl&
he can’t be bate &t 13"

“Niver mind Bllly Hamrmn."
sponded Mfck; “but you tell yer ltol‘!

anbther tims.”

“Well, as the oompo.ny m nn mo
fur a ltorr. Pll de ma buat to p’ldﬂ
thim, Here, Mick, ms |
handed Nolan the pipe. .~

Tom after settilzg - himsell oom«

srms, commenced hig story of )
‘ THR JOLLY GHOB'E. b

*“Ye muat all know, boys; that in my

mrly days1 wasa wiid s

stick wers me grintest qompnim
“Day after day, an’ night Mthr

in the muost disordherly wey.
half dhrunk, of coorss, & storm ovars

'“m{n o G ‘m&{‘{
near the o 0Tt ®. Py

made me way for id. gto&dr a1t

I got in through a broken ‘window:

as I found paesblf inside, wasto-
‘ont me buttle an’ take & blast o‘,
orwthur. Angd, in troth, I “wanted

then, too, for-ihe second an' the thir
things 1 413 ‘way to take two :mbr

bottle for me; ~ Afther,that F-1ay. dows
on the floor ‘snd ‘fell fast t "anlesy
don't know how Jong: §-was sleepl

was awoke by a nolse upstairs..

myself, ribbin’ me: eyés vm' ;m-a wid
me nuckles, ~ e
“1 knew very well tm ng rmi i

there for nnmy years, .

growin' londer, ‘1
what’s the n}at

could, until ¥
great "hall, Thers;

1 saw such Hght that
whole room was on -

*ranged, like soldle .
that I came £0'%
“ o, st
the great dinin’-
s often T heard
*Well, b
the ghosts
they'd do né - harm ' | By on
bellet, an*’ t‘ha whiskeéy I - .
gave wild Tom Bohan, a8 psople th
called mee, Mok than his nsual oy
of conrags. ﬁo I wade up me mind
walk bouldly in
about steppin’ in
hgarin’ . r

¥ was starth

slnm at Ned At ,
more to 1o than ould ie-abr
1n the mable, 18 fo n grar nnqg
placm* y: DHie Dt this” ooy

T 13 the custom otthﬂriah m e
try t0 visit every houss in mu» immes ] ¥
diate neighborhood almosat every night | aut

and Gver many & dapgerous bog | 19
Though all bouses, in general, are

an
lar—those whose inmates are first-cinss |
story-tellers or good ballsd-singars— | I
where a greater part of the night W}

berhood of Cranna, In the County of |

bouse in the whole place, Yet it i not. w
the sltuation of Tom's humble dwalls | - TOH thes oo

¥ & pafr an -
could be found in the xhres w:uz |
Thers was always 2 good turt: aunn
ar was ever welcome 10 a: so& Mn '
kitchen was so crowded that sume of |
the nelghbors had to sit on. t.bt tong i,
chairs and  stools--Httle lllek Nm»n
u.kd Tom to give an motount of his |
Arrab Mick, avick,” sald Tom, |®

“you're slwiys callin’ on me-fora ..

: 3 vhm m xnm wm "y
story, an’ you know well anough, that wzﬁ ﬂlx w M)& * ﬂﬂtm '

fhma, mzﬁx
* boy, ml
plneuduumlntthmm mllq ,

fortably. 1o bis seat, ana tpmint biw )

night, fer thres or murremliﬁntj

“Well, one night an I was :oin; hﬁm&,:

took me. ‘The rain fell down as it |5 '\
through a sieve, an’ the Hghtith’ spit’| 5.
‘fire 8]l around;me. Dhrunk ms I was, |y
Ouix, X had sinss enou:h to. Jook Tore | 1

its back. The first thing T did, as m 1y

badly the same tine,. An'uoltlo t X

but 5 caxt be long ssybow,- when }, % be
“‘What on alrth e that? ‘e T4 | 0%
hein of

“Faix’ ets T, whén the notwe Vu :
'mm iﬂ ’nrt un’ M

a Night at & Puant'a mxeam m 01d | You
Tip , 86

semble and make the longest stay, i |- ith
In the cabin of old Tom Bohan, Tom'a | 3

! cabin is in the centre of the neighbors | ¥ ¥
bood and near thres crosa-roads, which | ogel

t‘ﬁ* ﬁt

the wor
“'Wllh’”, 1‘ ﬁi& m Q!% mf

‘now and n'n oolne nt Bilty mr hm ’ .mx“' mmm'ﬂm} ;“ “E“ 3

“‘ﬁgf *qmrxwmﬁitm
g‘a mmnm

“#eTroth. Tom, X siwmys Toivl
:ood ww, " :ze mn

AL ARAE
m"_ At

0:&!’."0'& h&
she had known the soul or not on {The fair and patthern, the weddin' an’.
the wake, were the principal plaies 1 ‘H
lpintnvumo an', as & matther of | "
coorse, the bottle an’ the Dlnek-thoen .|

“0h,! af ‘thr uﬂ &’W*
ok MM. !*%i L, |
mmx«nm

‘blaste, wh 1&{ emptied e Ane quset | - wx

Put Jist a 1w i, J.
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