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OUR EOLY PATHER, LEO.

“The Pope wiil not die like one of
us; he will slowly go out Hke a lamy
baving consumed its last drop of oil”

This |g the opinion of Profeasor
@®azzoni, the great Roman physician.
expert surgeon and scientist, who re-
cently had a long conversation with
1,0 XIII. on the subject of life and
death. The Pontift etarted the talk by
saying that he loved life.

‘d do not want to he understood as
loving life for the sake of Hving,” con-
tinued the Pope; “yet | love it with a
stropg feeling of love. Nothing that
strong feeling of love, nothing that
happens could lesgen my love of ex-
. 4stence.” Cosatinuing, Lec sald, point-
‘Ing ‘at hls wasted form: I am above
physical considerations, of course. but
mentally am as lively as ever, and 1
will be ready to battle In the inteliec-

out. My love of life is really a love of
&piritual conquest.

These words were spoken while Pro-
fessor Mazzon! was conducting his
medical examination. At its conclu-
&ion he informed His Hollness that he
fhad never seen a person at the brink
of his ninetieth year whose organiza-
tion was so little impalred apd wbo
was physicaily go fit to be at the head
of an {mmense community.

The Pope smiled  When the ser-
vants had finished dressing him he dis-
missed them with a kindly motion of
the band, and looking Maszoni stpaight
into tha.sye, sald:
¢« ‘“And how many more years do you
give me, doctor?

May Reach the Century Mark.

“1 have no right to pess definite
{judgment.” answered Mazzoni: “but
I ean say this: ‘Your Holiness has
sbundant health for a man of your
egs, and your spirits are so fresh. so
tmbued with youthful vigor, that I do
not hesitate to say that you may safe-
ly reach your hundredth year, or may
even live a longer time. for the influ-
ence of a hale, striving, working mind
on the shell that walks the earth 18
most beneficial and decisive.’”

“1 have long thought that,” satd the
Pope, “and I thank God every day that
He keeps my head so clear, my mind
0 free of disturbances. Yon know,
doctor, I have always deen a cheerful
man—ah. [ wish I could make all my
children. the entire Christian world,
nay, all the peoples of the earth bellave
i this beauntiful maxim of cheerful-
ness.

“If I Ilve a thousand years I could
never thank God sufficiently for this
anmerfted tavor—~the endowment with
a blithe and contented temperament
As 1 look back upon my life I see itg
different epochs as {f reflected in a
clear mirror. Of course the glory of it
all i1s God's but I take a little credit to
mryself, too, and am proud that I feel
as young as I do.”

Wary of Doctora.

The Pope then said that. although
he valued medicine most highly, ne
had little use for doctors. whereupon
Mazzoni made answer: “Your Holi-
ness may rest assured we physiciang
can do little or nothing for you. We
stand aghast before the pleasing phe-
pomenon of young old sge buoyed up
by work and unshaken by serious
cares.”

“Well,” said the Pope thoughtfully
fwhen quite a young student I read
Hufeland's celebrated work. *The A
of Prolonging Life,’ then just publish-
ed, and 1 agreed with the German
professor that the mere prolongation
of life wauld be quite a useless under
taking, and that above all one must
have something to live for. If one has
something to live for, then one must
try to put off the growing old as long
as posaible, and that is what I have
done.

““Again, I have always kept my sto-
mach under strict control. Man’s d1-
gestive organs usually begin to degen-
erate after his 50th year, and the more
aone has abused hls stomach the quick-
er, the more painful the degeneration.

“Well, my diet has been the gsame as
student, chaplain, bishop, diplomat,
governor, archbishop, cardinal ang
Pope. 1 have never eaten more than
was necessary to bufld up and sustain
my constitution, Most people have no
idea how little man needs to keep
from gtarving.”

Simple Foad.

The Pope next explained his dafly
wants in the way of food. For break-
fast, served Immediately after mass
—this latter is celebrated in Leo’s pri-
wvats house chapel, the last and larg-
est of the suite of five roomg inhabitea
by him—£or breakfast he has a cup ot
coffes and two or three rolls, which
he slowly munches while golng over
bis correspondence, and seelng his
privy secretaries, who give an epitome
of the news,

““This is all the fuel I need for sover-
a! hours’ desk work, which ensues as
soon as I am through with my gentle.
man,” continued Leo. “Ah,’” he inter-
rupted Almself, “but there is one im-
padiment already, which I have never
mentioned to you. I can’t hold the
pen long in my hand without over-
straining. my muscles. - 80 some me-
chanical genlus has constmcted for me
& sort of writing glove, the manipulae
tion of which does neither tire nor ir-
ritate me. It’s & great success and it
beats the typewriter. I am notagainst
the typewriter though. I think its
use undignified. We ought to be thank-
ful for every labor-saving machine;
yet when a man is unable to do hir
accustomel task with one hand, how
can He employ two?”

How He Writes.

Mazron! asked whether the Pope
avw, 33 in lormer times; wrote i
sncyollcals and briefs himself.

of composing these documents,” Emien
the Pontiff. “I dare say ¥ wamte a
good deal of white paper by my meth-
od. I commence in this way: After
thinking out mxy theme, and while
thinking, ¥ put my fdeas down on
sheets of foolscap paper, each idea on
a different sheet. That done, the rea)
work of composition begins. 1 bhave
before me a stock of numbered strips
of paper upon which I write, in ab-
breviated form, the sentences and
phrases occuring to me after consuit-
ing the original notes.

“That takes mme four or five days,
sometimes a couple of weeks. Aftet

all is finlshed I lock the heap of man.
uscript in a drawer of my desk, t¢

ey never TéAves my pocket. Then 1
dismiss the subject from my mind un-
til about ten days previous to the la-
tended publication.

“Now the work of the secretarles
commences. To one of these ¥ dlo
tate :bhe documemt from my 1dttle
alips. The secretary writes out the
whole in appropriate form and brings

it to me for correction.
“Ah, then I lesrn how Mitle fin
ished my etyle and dictation are! As

a self-corrector | am worse than
Tolstol, 1 believe. Pity the poor sec-
retary; he has to do his work three or
four timea over before the origina) is
approved of. The originasl is, of course
in Italian. This my secretaries trans-
late into Latln, and the transcript bYe
Ing made I work the whole thing over
to give it 2 claas¥csl findsh It hms e
be done gqulckly, though, tor, as you
know, my audlemxces dbegin at 10:16
A M '

Outdoor Exeralss.

“*When vy last visitor or plgrimn
gone I think of my health agsin.
Man's organism wequires a plentiful
circulation of the bdlood, an@ exercise
is the thing to send it through all
parts of the body, (ncluding the byaln.
‘Have your bralms well flooded witn
biood,” eaid a physiclan to me HAfty
years ago, and it will never lack elas-
ticity.’ I stt down in sy Sedan chalr
and some of my good fellows carry me
into the garden. 1 don't havwe to de-
scend mtairomses. When I am in God's
free nature my langs expand snd my
limbs stretch. BEwery little while I got
out and walk. It does s world of good
and the little walka gives me a hemlthy
appetite for dinner.

“Lixe fhe captain of the man-of-war,
the Pope eata alone, as you know—
etiquette wills it s0. My emeal <con-
sists of a good sowD, & roast, greon veg-
etables, fruit, and a smell bottle of red
wine. The menu never varies, except
on fast days. Of course, my good Deo-
ple would ke to make me a glutton.
If 1 had my own will I wouldn'y
spend above a lire for my dinner d@ally
but it‘s nearer three lires now, things
have so gone up In prices! Plo says so
and it must be true, though the old
rascal -the best heart in the world-
cannot be entirely trusted where my
comfart !s concerned. He actuaslly
propo<ed the addition of a sweet tO my
menu the @ay after I achieved the
tiara. ;

I had tio be very severe with him
on that occasion. ‘Plo.° 1 sald, ‘the
stomach of Leo has not grown since
yesterday. We may stick to the old
habhit. I have no desire to dle a dys-
Depﬁc."

Professor Maszon! sesured the Pops
that his questions were not prompted
by idle curfosity. “I ask for sclence’s
sake,” he said, “and beg that your Ho-
liness be pleased to tell me whether
you take a long rest after dinner, as {8
customary with old people?”

Afternoon Nap. :

*“Oh, yes,” answered L.eo, °1 steal
balf an hour every afternoon f£Lrom
my duties for a map, because It rs-
{reshes me wonderfully. Then I rvo
turn to my desk to work until after
sundown. When the lights are on my
real geason for recreation begins. Then
1 receive memberg of the family and
personal friends, and we have manya
good chat. At 9:30 o'clock I retire
to tell my beads. Then supper—a glass
of warm milk, a slice of bread and
roast meat, and a little cheese some-
times. When that {s over I seek my
desk again and work till midnight o
longer.”

Protessor Mazzoni says he never saw
guch subjugation of matter to spirit ns
in the case of the Pope. “Outwardly,”
he says, “he looks a broken-down old
gentleman, but the ideas that sway
him, the love of duty and performancs
that s his second nature keeps his
bloed fraveling through his veins snd
keeps his whole Ybeing allve. 1f he
wasn't such & joyful man his breath-
ing apparatus would fo all probability
be out of order, his heart would not act
with such sarprising regularity as {t
does. As it 1s, with these two organs
golng, every bit of food he taRes Dbe.
comes fuel for the living fire, and the
change of matter in the body is never
interfered with., His brain s the
clearest; there is absolutely no sign of
degeneration of brain cells. Mediel
nally speaking, Leo i3 2 wonder.

Interest in Affairs.
“He told me: ‘Everything that con.
cerns humanity concerns me’ He
taken the greatest and most intelligent
interest fn every nation’s life. Poll-
tles, science, 1Mterature, art, philan.
thropy—all fnterest him: he stands in
the centre of gl usefmi mowvemertty,
That, howsver, would not sufice to
keep him in health 1t he hadn’t always
been & most moderate liver, i his
whole lffe hadn’t been regulated by the
most minute systemn and order. A
wouple of fried eggs, servel on a It
tle table resplandemt with besutiful
linen, crystal and plate is a whole ban

'ﬂ ﬂmuum abmt m.m’

which I alone have the key, and thet;

‘hda contritfon, amnd tie soon rose from

to sot ovt af once for t&e house of the
colonel. In the extuberance of his Joy, |

“*And how well he employs his houra
of recreation, In the consclousness of
his infallibility be might summon to
him people who simply report things
as they have happened. Not g0 lLeo.
He is after opimions, and he will nog
cee a man twiee who slavishly indors-
es the Pontiff's ideas tgainst his own
judgment.

“Leo delights {n diaputes: he loved
to hear the trel), even it s apposed
to hi& own notions, Them his eyer

eparkle; he smiies and encourages the
speaker in every way possible. It'a
true recreation hecause 4t's  mental
gymnasties. Leo takes s human inter-
est in his fellow-men and it seems ta
me that he atts hunmnlty above doo~
%rt“- . e RN e

“1 told Hls Holtnm that I counldn't
say how long he might live. My pri-
vate opinion IS this: BSoms morning
the good Plo will ind tim dead at hia
desk, his lttle writing glove in his be-
nevolent hand, a smile upon his lipap
and maybe the document he was worke
ing on I3 an epoch-making encyclical
or poem; or maybe he will he found
dead with lls handg folded fn prayer
At all events, it will be a painlems
death, a beautiful one.”~The Cathe
1io Mirror.

THE THO CONVERSIONS, |

Years ago there lived in Paris an
’id colonel whc hud retired from the
army; he was & man of honaor, true to
bis friends, and uprgdt {n his conduot,
dut totally iIndifferemt to religion. He
dad & wife and daughter, who prayed
unceasingly that the grace of comver~
s10n might be vwouchsmied to a soul g0
desr to them. Among the fow thald
Unsquented the colonels Btile spart-
ment in the Duze Du Bao, was an od
Grother officer, who dropped in every
othar evenfing to play whist or talky
over the exoiting scente of former
days,

Our veteran fell \I-—dangerously 11;
his wife and danghter could not shut
their eyes to the fact that the ead
wis drawing noar, yat they dared not
broach the subject of tho last sacrasd
anenta; for he had firzply and repeat-
edly intimmted that he would mot
interfered with on that poimt. They
only prayed more fervently and, whoea
the old commede came to inguire for}
fhis friend, Ghey ©oM bi=m the sad truth,
and begged him to urgpe the patient to

e P enitnd

®/00 & priemt,
At first the oficer lsiened to the.
Tequest with d coldness, he

pleaded his inability zo execute auch
a commission, &s he himself was nat
a practionl Oathollo—indesd he foared
@1 had gmite loat him faith. Not da~
ocouraged by these exouses the two
dadies besought him xnore earnestly
and with tears, assuring dm that this
wag thelr last resource. Unable t0
withstand mny jonger such an appeal
¢o his friendship, he ylelded. and
promised to do the best he could. He
entered the glckk chamber, while the
plous women kmelt outside the door
-with throbbing hesrt=, swalting the
result. After a few prellminary re-
marks the old officer smmmed up cour-
age.

“1 fear., my dear feilow.” he began
abruptly, “you are in a bad way. If |,
I were you I woxrld go to confession.”

“Nonsense! You go to confeasion.”

“As true a8 I am stdnding here I
would not hesitmte.”

“But 1 don't know =ny priest.”

“Never mind, I’1l send one 1 know
any confessor. Ee is the right sort of
a man I am sure you will be greatlyl
pleased with him.”

“Very well, then; send bim to me."”

The oficer triumphantly left the
room and annoumced the good tidings
to the anxious wife and daughier,
‘They could scarcely believe in g0 com.
plete and speedy a

whose courageous intervention it was
Que.

“But T am {n & plight,” he esld;
*the truth is, I don't know a8 sinzlq
Priest in Paris.”

“Go to the saintly Abbe S——, ol
rate of St. Germain des Pres, and ask
bhim to come.”

He lost no time dr fot¢hing the
Abbe S8——, whom he found in the
sacristy of the church apnd to whom,
he explained the ease.

“Monsieur I'Ab'he, you must say that;
you know me—that you are my condes-
sor. .That will maake €hings easy for
him.” |
“But, Monsteur, I cannot tell the un«
truth, even 'with the best motive.”
“Then the whole affair wifl be & fail.|
ure.”

“It can be easily gettled if you will
Lneel duwn and make your confession
to me.*

“You don’t mean thls very minute?
‘We are in too great a hurry. Besides,
1 am not prepired.

“It will not take long,** eald the Abbe
And opening the door of a small room
regserved for confegsions, fie pointed
to a prie-dlen.

The eoldier somewhat reluctantly
knelt down. The good piest helped
him to examine his consclence, excited

s knees; anoiiver man; he warmly|
thanked the Abby S, who preparéd

the convert also Tnstened to the Rue
du Bae, and reached the sek bed bav} .
fore the priest,

“The Alile Hwe is coming,” he sald,
“Ah my dear ftlend, afior confession] |

recondotlel to God; he lived = famiad
days, and expired in the moet coneol
pertiance and

ing ssutimenta of ve
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THgar Allan Poe {n the Virginia Unis
versity recently, & poem by the Rav, |
Fatdar John B, Tabb m roagd, i
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0f the twenty-seven artists who con.
tributed their services toward the
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Catholics. .
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Archbishop Kain administered GGl
firmation % mine converts at Bonne
Terre, Mo.. on (‘)otghe.r‘c last Senday.

At
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e 2y

tor hblding &o next eannnuu.

zate to the Philippines, will say noth-.
‘ng of hls Philippine plans, excent

December,
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Rev. Thomas B, Sherman, & 3.'

lighed - in & 1little. brochure .called:
“Mission Tracta”
*“The Old Religion,” *“The Churoh,’

of Faijth.*»
, * e 0
There is now being ssnt brosdoast

this country and Durcope & booklet the
cbiesl of whick is 1o inducs the im:
migration of Glerman MOM
northern Wiacomln. -
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officiste at the marriage of kls nisce.

who in & prominemt Mdlnt
Orloans, Miss Gbbons
at St Joseph's Moﬁer
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the wounded, suffering and dying
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Pastor, professor of history at the Vnl.

Jpointed by the Biperor of Austris
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The Instifnte of France bﬂexs .
of 20,000 farnes for the hest-

production on' &t Francls of jovirs

Ansinl

December, ISQ
» '
Some time this month the new ?or—

fuguess College will be inaugurated at.
Rome, It wi s

hood, sent by the Bishops of Portugal,
who have all adEored to the proposal’
of founding this Institation ami whp
will support it,

» [ -

instances of ecclesiastical vocations:

The collection tgr our Holy Father!y .. vro
taken up in the Panlist Church, Nuwi

A ten days' mission by Avgmnnhn 81
opened at St Cecelin's, Pomrﬂ!e, P&, :

At the unvelllng of the -mua 0!

Bishop MoGnviok. auxm:ry to Arch. P i
bishop Feehan, has returned from Eu- |2 =~

the convention of the Prissts |
phia, St. Louis was named as the piace -

Archbishop Chapalls. apoatolic dele.| SR 36 days,

that he expacted to #all for Manila by or 88
one of the United States army trans|I2°.
ports, probadly tha Sherman, ur—lr ini

itten, four sermons. which are. pube ~ :
The subjects m; elgne
“The Real Presence,” and “The Rule|”" .

to 20,000 German Cetbolic familis in|
Ara b ;)

Cardinal GfBbons left recently tor*‘
New - Orleans, La, whers ke was 10{j4;

Mirs Katharine Gibboha, & davghter d"”
of his brother, Mr. John T. Gibbone, |heing

Atu ‘Ha m:f
288 in 8t mmw it

vent prayers of his cotgregation ‘{S@ ' i
dlers in South Afrled and for' the|
frionds'And relations who wré suffering | '« g alth
from the loss of dear ones, One of the. ilup an . 190,
misfortunes of war, sald the Archbish- B :

op, i that thome who are responsihile |t

Yord Gerard, one of the nobiemen~ vd
Miicers gone out {o the Transvaal, le|:

Catholie, the Gerards Lielng one of |
the oldest Catholis families in Mnc&- b

'The learned Gnthnlle historls n, l)r‘ oq
versity of Innsbruck, las Geen : ap. 1

and hie order written in or translated | ;
into Fremch and pregented to Yt bero::a iel

open with a dozent, or [th
ittle more, of students for the prieat-
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Frauee of late, . A few years alneq
father ‘and -gon - celsbrated mass .-
gother, served by youthtal mené!;éii ;

Jesnity in the Hue do Madrid,

mear Montellmas, where President’)

Loubet comes from, a landed proprii
tor of the dstrict having lost
wife, studied for orders, and he }
Grenges-Coutardes,
rthermors, one of his sons has’

W
seculwr priest in the parish of 'ruletta;f
. -

 Martin L. Swest, mrmer mwwm
Grand' Rapide; Mich., and for ¥EiK
accounted the' rxcﬁeat man in the Htate;

the city wbﬂw trematory.

The engagement ring of the Pri
of ‘W‘alea 18  @st with six aiff
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