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A Tale o f C o u n t r y Life. 

BT B. B. MOOS. 

* Chapter VII. 
Tbete comes a respite for Eve—not 

illness for herself, as she has been hnlf 
expecting, but for another. The week 
after her meeting in the lane with Tol­
ver, Ham, who was ailing for some days W l l l l Mully, but K1J« U« taken tho imu 

Tne girt s m i l e s as s h e speutts, o u t t o e 
tears, tmdderflv o i l her eyea. Eve l o o k s 
down a t her mourning d r e s s . 

••Yonr s i s t e r — i a s h e N o b o d y 
told a s , " s i t e f i n i s h e s , reading her 
answer in t h e face before her . 

••No? 1 dare B a j those w h o m y o u sue 
would not t e l l y o u bftd news just now; 
y o n Imvp e n o u g h t r o u b l e of your o w u . " 

"When w a s i t ? " imimied Eve, li«r 
own e v e s b r i m m i n g in HV injuttliv. 

•-Saturday week. Hli« nun Imrieil on 
M o n d a y ; the doctor ml v wed it. Hineu 
tlii-ii a l l our time- him been occupied 

before, falls ill of 
fever; and on the 
»Fa!y, w h i c h d a y was t o h a v e seen Eve a 
bride, h e l ies i n ex tremi ty . There are 
Several m o r e e a s e s n o w in t h e neighbor­
h o o d , a l l o f t h e s a m e virulent nature. 
T h e co t tage o n the h i l l s i d e i s aim out 
deserted when t h e n e w s i s known, for 
t h e people are b e c o m i n g terrif ied at the 
l a v a g e s m a d e b y the destroyer , which 

h h a s carried off s e v e r a l v i c t ims s ince the 
l i t t l e daughter of t h e town-c lerk fell a 
first prey t o it. 

Farmer Gerard fears n o t h i n g ; but if 
h e comes t o t h e co t tage h e cannot at­
t e n d t o h i s bus iness , on account of the 
danger of s p r e a d i n g t h e infection 
amongs t h i s m e n a n d the ir families, so 
he stays away , very unwi l l ing ly , aud 
contents h i m s e l f wi th s e n d i n g them a 
g o o d n u r s e from t h e hospi ta l in the 
town. N o gift oouhl be m o r e welcome 
than the serv i ce s of the s trong skil led 
woman to re l i eve the two watchers , al­
m o s t worn ont with what t h e y have al­
ready g o n e through. E v e r y t h i n g looks 
br ighter from t h e day she came, for a 
whi le . T h e boy wants for noth ing that 
l o v e or money c a n procure. 

Mr. Gerard s e n d s dai ly every deli­
cacy that h i s l a n d affords, and many 
another that he gets from the t o w n ; 
and besides these o ther baskets arrived 
m y s t e r i o u s l y from t i m e to t ime, a low 
knock at t h e d o o r i n t i m a t i n g a callor, 
but , when t h e d o o r i s opened , n o ouo 
18 there—only a basket s tands mv the 
s t e p s , w i th no name or a d d r e s s , and 
with in are found h o t - h o u s e fruit aud 
flowers, a n d o ther l u x u r i e s to tempt 
a s ick appet i te o r re l ieve a weary frame. 
Mrs, TLirkeld p r e t e i J U to th ink that 
t h e s e a n o n y m o u s gifts c o m e from some 
rich person in t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d who 
has beard o f the ir t r o u b l e s and pities 
and wishes t o h e l p ; a n d all the while 
s h e k n o w s tl>afc t h e y a r e f rom n o ono 
but Tolver Gerard. 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a l l t h e attentions 
lav ished u p o n h i m , t h e pat ient makes 
but l i t t le h e a d w a y against t h e disease. 
I t s e e m s to have a fast i i o l d of h i m ; at 
n i g h t s h e is violent ly de l i r ious , and it 
t a k e s all t h e strength of E v e and the 
n u r s e together a t suoh t i m e s to keep 
h i m from d o i n g h i m s e l f an injury ; all 
t h e day he tosses and m o a n s in pain 
and weariness. H e rarely seems to 
l inow them, and s e l d o m speaks except 
w h e n the de l i r ium is on h i m . Mrs. 
T h i r k e l d hears a p wel l and takes her 
s h a r e of the nurs ing b r a v e l y , to Evo's 
fear, for she t h i n k s t h a t her mother i s 
d o i n g too m n o h , and w i l l t a k e the fever 
i n consequence ; a n d t h u s h e r anxiet ies 
are d o u b l e d . 

Several t imes t h e farmer s t ea l s a p t o 
t h e cot tage after dark, when no o n e is 
abroad to s e e h i m and to fancy bJm a 
sort of infect ion afterwards, a n d Eve or 
Mrs. T h i r k e l d speaks t o h i m from on 
t ipper window. T h e y wi l l not opon 
t h e door to him, t h e dootor h a v i n g de­
c lared it a part icularly contag ious spo-
cies of fever, and impressod upon them 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f c o m p l e t e isolation ; 
ao it is in vain that F a r m e r Gerard 
s t o u t l y protes t s a g a i n s t tne restriction. 
T h e s e o o n d o f t h e s e s to l en v is i t s is made 
o n t h e t w e n t y - s e c o n d d a y of the 
m o n t h . 

•Do^ y o u r e m e m b e r what to-day is, 
m y dear, or was t o h a v e b e e n ?" h o in­
q u i r e s of E v e at h e r b e d - r o o m window, 
h a v i n g apprised h e r of h i s arrival by a 
g e n t l e knook at t h e door , agreed n p o n 
beforehand. 

E v e tel ls h i m s o b e r l y that she does. 
. She i s very quie t a n d s a d . S h e l o n g e d 
f o r s o m e t h i n g to i n t e r v e n e b e t w e e n her 
fate , and s o m e t h i n g h a s intervened ; 
a n d a new f e a r a n d sorrow h a n g over 
h e r l ife. 

" All , w e l l , " s i g h s t h e f a r m e r , " w e e a n 
n e v e r te l l o n e day what may h a p p e n the 
n e x t 1 A n d h o w ' s the p o o r - l i t t le chap 
i to-night ?" 

" N o better ," s h e answers . "Worse , 
i f anyth ing ." 

" P o o r b o y , poor boy ! Y o n must be 
a l l b r o k e n u p 1 Now, if y o n wer* to 
l e t m e i n t o ait n p with h im jus t for one 
n i g h t , I 'd h a v e a bath and c h a n g e all 
m y c l o t h e s b e f o r e I w e n t near a son l in 
t h e m d > n i n g . " j 

'< Y o u are very k i n d , " she a lmos t sobs , 
f e e l i n g s o r r o w f u l l y and p a s s i o n a t e l y that 
s h e h a s b l a m e d h i m t o o m u c h , t h a t h e 
i s kinder t h a n s h e d e s e r v e s ; "but I must 
n o t — I dare not. T o n m i g h t take i t 
yourse l f ." 

'• O h , I ' m n o t a fra id—it ' s those that 
p r e afraid t h a t t a k e it 1" 

S h e wi l l n o t b e jJarsuaded, however , 
wad t h e farmer h a s to g o a w a y at last, 
g r u m b l i n g a n d p i t y i n g a n d aympath iz -

- i n g a l l i n t h e same sentence . 
"He's t h e b e s t f r i end w e ' v e got 1" t h e 

w i d o w declares e m p h a t i c a l l y , w h e n Eve 
t e l l s h e r of h i s anx ie ty t o h e l p them. 

" H e i s a ^ e r y g o o d f r i e n d , " E v e i s 
< ^a in t o a d m i t 

T h e nex t m o r n i n g , w h e n a low s ignal 
» t t h e door a p p r i s e s t h e m of an arrival 
•which t h e y h a v e l earned t o expec t , 
E v e r u n s q u i c k l y t o answer i t , h o p i n g 
t o oaboh a g l i m p s e o f the bearer of 

• t h e myster io t i s basket . T h e basket i s 
• ; s t a n d i n g -ot t the s t e p w i t h i t s w o n t e d 
* ;.;*if' of having eonte there of its own 
•: • aJsiioM, but Somebody is beside it to-day 
^ - '^ •g t t l t epea to fresh motaming, mth 
ayii^u^^eaaantiaceand kind brown 
^ & B £ » X j5*e-&ttows iter slightly,- She" is 
-**-'a^%mniSf»- - el&esfc « tiMghter, l^ttie 

_ fh#ie sfifer?wa« 4m oi -the first to 
ike tin. i \c.r 

Oh « c l ins ETC ID Surprise at 
Hint, bat then she m h ** hcj "'Good 
morning ' and instantly adds "Bat do 

{on know we have got the fever h«re? 
d*r* not a«k you u Mai"t •**! 

y* <®ttt tint i s war I have oome " «$>*« 

malignant scarlet a t ] l l s t u n d J 0 U ^ V ( J l l I 1 B e , j D o t b o 

t w e n t y -second of a f r t t l d t o l e t m e ia_ •• ' -

Eve drawn her i n u« tslie speak*. a -id 
into the little parlor, uml then ' tlir two 
girls ming le their tnirn. Thuy have 
hardly exeh<triged hulf a IIDZHU nfiiti-ii 
ce-i up t o n o w , hut mutual g i i e f br ings 
tliem t o g e t h e r at oxtce a n d makes t h e m 
frtwtijs. 

•Mother s o o t m«,"Lrott ie sayB pres­
ently, whtm s h e i s onlmtir again; • - l ie 
says we who have the fever ought to 
h e l p o n e another a l l we can, if onlv to 
avoid cul l ing in t h e assistnuce of th<»<< 
w h o have n o t g u t it H o w is \ i -ur 
brother?" 

Kve. t f l l s h e r sorrowful ly that t h e n - i i 
n o improvement; and they com pur* 
Iinti-i t o g e t h e r ' o f the |ir<ij{rt»HK of tlm 
di-.fi»o in tb«ir faniilie-4, and Eve c o i -
fi'N- to her tier feur o f linr inn! l«r'.s 
tukl'J^ i t 

"Vinl what about \uu r»t>lf'" in-puii-* 
M i - - Hil l . 

' Oh. I d o n ' t m i n d ubunt myself! I 
do'i't s u p p o s e anything will happen to 
na»-

j . . 11 r i • - Hill o p e n s her eyes u 111' I - • i' 
!•!<••. tune. IVubotly in the neit/1. 
1 • • I imag ine* hut tint I !ic 1« J,'I.I. l ,,• I 
a ihe ̂ Ooil m.iti'li »lir i- .tliont !•• in.i 
Tlioip wliii » HI :• i'--*cd uijythlii't of 
Tciher's fr«- i • a• nt ji'iiuicyn u p to t lie 
out luge, on t h e hill Hhlu put i t J o n n .us 
a mere flirtation, a m i upt ime, as a mat­
te i of course, tliut sdierxiust nee.N pin-
fer the solid advantiiKB^ of a luurri.i^o 
\Mtli hie well t o d o fatli *»r ^'liut \ t-r-
siuij has reuelieil Mlsn H i l l K%e ranu.it 
t e l l , but she soes L»er l ook o f Mirpiiso 
and clmugei l ier t o u e 

• T h o s e w h o art* nut friu'litened ure 
not so a p t to take i t , i t l n n k . " she a I Is 
"Not that motiier ia frightened I d o n ' t 
mean t h a t ; n h e thitikn o f imthiug hut 
Ham - b u t the anxiety a u d tiie watch ing 
are weakening for her." 

•• I had it HomoyeiirHaf^o," Ijottir t Hi 
h e r ; "there is no i laug ir for m e ^<>u 
m u s t let me tako m v turn at s i t t ing uji; 
I have h a d a great i leal o f experience of 
la te ." 

" T h e very r e a s o n for your need ing 
rest now —not m o r e sitt ing up, ' Kve 
says . 

Hhe remnins firm on t h a t point, d e ­
s p i t e M i s s Hi l l ' s pwroua^ion , but s h e 
takes h e r upstairs to st»e t h e patient , 
at her reques t , s i n c e the doctor '̂.<.ve 
h e r leave to oome. Lott ie s a y s HO lit­
t l e after they have conies out of tho 
r o o m again t h a t K v e p o s s e s s h e th inks 
t h e worst. 

k indness of ber face ( 
N o doubt Tolver was l i n g e r i n g iu the 

lane only on the c h a n c e uf a gliuip.se of 
herself, or of s o m e s tray n e w s o f them ; 
but he would not b e by a n y m e a n s the 
first who went ip search of o n e t h i n g 
and found another. 

ami m e wiaow a c t ! ner Qi::g:ttcr 
left to be all in al l to e a c h other: 

C h a p t e r V I I I . 

The harvest is o v e r ; N o v e m b e r wi"^i 
Yet can she b e <ire wlnntling through t h e b i r e fi- Ids, 

cruel e n o u g h not t o wi sh h i m to l>e and Eve's wedd ing has not been -poo., n 
of again. S h e l i t t l e t h o u g h t what a 
l«i"'. ," , ' i»'i respite her* w t o be, and 

' What does he s e e m rik e t o you ?" 

comforted ? On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e 

verv idea is ubsurd when s h e c o m e s tc I 
consider that T o l v e r i s a lmost broKeu- ] 
hearted for her sake. Htill, w h y did , 
Lot t i e c o m e by the laue ? T h e road ia , 
by far t h e most direct w a y f n m the | 
mi l l to the cottage Hhe m u s t have 
hail some reason f r c o m i n g by the , 
lane. Her s i lence about it may be 
caused by the k n o w l e d g e of s o m e pre-
vioiiK love affair be tween T o l v e r aud 
E v e ; but yet n o b o d y can think it was 
anyth ing serious s i n c e s h e is n o w en-
guged to b i s father. T h a t s i l e n c e m i g h t 
be caused by s o m e t h i n g e l s e — a con-
scioiisneHM of a f ee l iu^ Jowiirds Tolver 
warmer than her f e e l i o g s towards or­
dinary persons. 

Once h a v i n g tortured hereelf into 
this conclus ion , E v e i s rest less ly 
wretched. S h e bad t r o u b l e - e n o u g h b e ­
fore, with her own l o v e l e s s marr iage 
coming fast upon her d e l a y e d o n l y by 
tin' danger of one of t h e t w o dear ones 
for whom she has s t r u g g l e d and sacri-
uVed h e r n e l f - w i t h o u t t h e miserable 
jnuigs of jealousy be ing a d d e d to it. 
>>iicli shameful pangs , too ' Hhe ought 
to be thaukful at the p o s s i b l e pr<>«-
pert of Tolver 's be ing finally cousoled ; 
but , argue with herntlf as s h e w i l l , the 
thought of another l o v i n g h i m of 
drawing hiru by thut love t o l o v e her 
a, mi is gal l and vtor..iw<>od t o her. 

'1 Ley have a very try ing t ime with 
their charge , but stil l a t intervals . 
Eve's erraut t h o u g h t s fly away from the 
sii k room and the tl .shed t o s s i n g tm-e 
i>;- ,u the pi l lows to a green s u m m e r 
l.tue and a young man l y i n g o n the 
ground » i t b his face b i d d e n a m o n g tho 
long gius-s, and then l e t u r u t o busy 
tbeiiis,dv«» with the int iud p l eu -aut 
face oppos i te to her. with i t s k ind soft 
eyes and wistful lo,,k of reeent grief. 
Lott ie proves herself a capital n u r s e ; 
aud the boy, now the fever is r u n n i n g 
h igh , knows no difference b e t w e e n ber 
and Eve 

T h e next n ight the nurse takes I er 
turu ; the night after. Lot t i e and Eve 
have arranged to shu ie unuther vi^iL 
Lottie is to c o m e at s u u d o w d as before. 
Towards that tune Eve is at ber w i n d o w 
looking over the lane, c a t c h i n g the 
fading l ight on Home m e n d i n g S h e is 
uot watching, she suys to tier-elf oh . 
no ! Hhe must get tin- p iece of d a r n i n g 
finished, and it i s l ighter up-s ta i r s 

1'rewently, ,pa«t the gap in t h e tall 
hedge, the two heads are s e e n a^nin — 
ttie one in tweed, the other, lower d o w n , 
in black. T w o minutes more, and a 
black robed form is visible at the t n p o f 
the lane, a hand from w lueli l s e x t e n d e d 

- i t is to be supposed to meet auothor 
baud that does not appear Ev ident ly 
Tolver is not afraid of catch ing t h e fe­
ver Eve descends t<> the door, her 
heart beat ing painful ly Lot t i e e u t e r s , 
with her affectionate kiss aud instant in­
quiry after Ham. S h e s a y s n o t h i n g 
about her friend in the lane, wi th the 
tweed cap ; but when t h e l a m p is 
l ighted, and they sit d o w n t o s u p p e r to­
gether before going u p stairs for t h e 
night , Eve sees that Lott ie ' s face i s un­
duly flushed. When Sam's s y m p t o m s 
hove been disoussed. and t h e doc tor ' s 
last report has been repeated . Eve says 
ca ie less ly : 

••That m u s t have been y o u I s a w in 
the road jus t before I came d o w n to 
open the door to you Hut then y o u 
were speaking to somebody e l s e . " 

"Oh, y e s ' " Lott ie b l u s h e i ail over 
her round face, and E v e cr imsons too, 
not in s y m p a t h y , but in sudden s h a r p 
anger and pain. "I was speaking t o -
You would never g u e s s who it was that 
J was speaking to, Eve 

• S h o u l d n ' t I ?"—indifferently. \ 
It was T o l v e r Oerard I — I met 

s h e whispers, a s t h e y d e s c e n d the nar­
r o w flight of stairs. 

" L i k e any other s o i t l o t - f e v e r pat ient , 
dear ." 

E v o f ee l s t h e evasion i n the reply 
" L i k e your s i s t er ." nh«» says fearfully 

— " t h o - t h o o n e t h a t died ?" 
"I t m u s t rt in a certain oonrso in 

every o n e , y o u know. I t is the same 
k i n d as tfbrs ; but t h o n s o was Molly's , 
a n d Mol ly is g e t t i n g on n o w . " 

S h e h a s brought a jug of s o m e de l i ­
c a t e preparat ion of milk t h a t her s ister 
c a n take when every thing else fails. 

"But there i e s o m f t h i u g better than 
t h a t wait ing for y o u there, if I d im t 
mis take ," she says sva the front door is 
opened a n d t h e basket s t a n d i n g there 
s t i l l is d i s c l o s e d . 

••Oh, I forgot it !" s a y s E v e , g o i n g 
o n t and b r i n g i n g it i n . •• Miss Hill, d o 
y o n k n o w — d i d vou see t l i e p e r s o n i w h o i • t i„ „.„„ „ „ ^ ; . . 
v. i» t i , - 9" " verv a n x i o u s to k n o w 
brought Uus r how y o u r l i t t l e brother was g e t t i n g on ; 

S h e tr ies to speak indifferently, b u t b u t / t h i n k u ^ inrpnA£t 0 I 

t h e color r u s h e s up a l l over h e r face. b i m ^ flpGak t o me c o m i n g
F
 M T d o > 

"It was standing here a lone when I B t r a i g h t from a house fu l l of infect ion , 
c a m e . Lot t i e answers. "I k n o c k e d , W r Gerard s tays away, we all k n o w , 
a n d you o p e n e d the door and found m e , ̂ l h ^ g b ^ t o f m o t i v e s , and t h e n h i s 
a n d it t o g e t h e r . 8 0 n ^ ^ t h e rf^ o f u n d o i n g i t ^ j b y 

- T h e n i t was yonr knock I heard ? I s t o p p i n g m e to ask after vou >" 
t h o u g h t i t was the k n o o k that a lways £ u t a u e d o e s n o t s h o w anv great d i s -
c o m e s w h e n t h i s basket i a left- T h e — pleasure a t Tolver ' s rebel l ion a g a i n s t 
t h e y m u s t h a v e k n o o k e d before, a n d the quarantine, and E v e knows n o w 
weJL *° ̂ l t that 8De mu8t oome that WBV 0*» P'»r-

T h e t w o g i r l s p a r t w a r m l y , Lott ie p o s e t o m e e t h i m . S h e th inks tbat 
p r o m i s i n g to c a l l again. , L o t t i e ffill m U 8 f c ^ s o n i e w h a t geiflgh. 

"Mother w i l l c o m e w h e n she can T h e r e are p l e n t v of w a v s of avo id ing 
l eave Mol ly , s h e s a y s , "but t h a t won't b i m , if she w i s h e d i t ; and s h e o u g h t to 
b e just y e t ; s h e is s o very w e a k " i b e anxjoua t o avoid a n y uninfec ted per-

About half-past e ight that even ing , 1
 8 on , no t t o m e n t i o n t h e m a n s h e can 

j u s t as i t was b e g i n n i n g t o g e t dusk, | b l u s h for a s s h e b l u s h e d for T o l v e r 
E v e , released from t h e s iok-room for a Gerard just now. B u t self ishness s e e m s 
s p a c e , i s s t a n d i n g a t her b e d - r o o m win-1 to h a v e n o ab id ing -p lace in that k i n d 
d o w , looking w i s t f u l l y across a t the on- ' fresh f a c e — o n l y s w e e t g ir l i sh w i s d o m 
trance t o the long green l a n e d o w n l o o k s o u t o f t h e b r o w n e y e s ; t h e r e i s 
•whioh s h e w e n t her last w a l k wi th T o l - ' on ly tender thought f u lness i n the s e t of 
v e r not s o m a n y n i g h t s s i n c e , -when s h e the r o u n d firm l ips . E v e de fers f o r m -
s e e s t w o h e a d s — h u m a n h e a d s — o n e ing h e r opin ion . 
•with a t w e e d c a p o n and the other in j S h e has l i t t le more o p p o r t u n i t y of 
s o m e t h i n g b l a c k — a p p e a r above a g a p concern ing herse l f w i t h T o l v e r a n d her 
i n the l i n e of h i g h green h e d g e . T h e new friend. Before they have been 
c a p is T o l v e r ' s — s h e k n o w s it w e l l e v e n ! with S a m t w o h o u r s t h e y are o b l i g e d t o 
i n the d u s k — a n d s h e h a s a shrewd call t h e n u r s e u p to h im, a n d f o r the 
g u e s s at w h a t face i s to b e s e e n under rest of t h e n i g h t t h e y all three h a v e 
t h e other b e a d - g e a r . S h e wai t s a n d their h a n d s fu l l w i t h h i m . Mrs. Thir-
watches w i t h q u i c k e n e d p u l s e s . T h e y | ke ld has fa l l en a s l e e p , u n c o n s c i o u s of 
h a v e d i sappeared i n a m o m e n t ; h u t what i s p a s s i n g ; b u t w h e n , towards 
s o o n a f terwards Lot t i e Hil l emerges dawn, Sam b e c o m e s c a l m a n d s e e m s to 
from the lane a lone and c o m e s over to s lumber , t h e nurse s a y s that his m o t h e r 
t h e cottage. I bad bet ter b e oalled. T h e y k n o w then 

E v e g o e s d o w n t o the d o o r w i t h s e n - Vwhat i s c o m i n g , and t h a t t h e shadow of 
sat ions c u r i o u s l y m i n g l e d . T h e i r con- 1 death i s o v e r the house . Eve" cal l s her 
fus ion i s no t l e s s e n e d w h e n t i m e parses] very g e n t l y , s tr iv ing t o h i d e the t r u t h 
o n and L o t t i e says n o t o n e word of her unt i l the b o y ' s face sha l l te l l i t her. 
c o m p a n i o n in b e r w a l k there . She has ' B u t s h e s e e m s t o g u e s s at once . T h e y 
c o m e t o stay t h e n ight , whe ther t h e y ' have never ca l led her u p before , and 
a r e w i l l i n g or not , a n d i s very anxious 1 perhaps t h a t in itself i s e n o u g h . ' She 
t o s i t u p a l o n e , that they m a y all h a v e ' does no t c r y , b u t hurries on a few 
a good r e s t f o x o n c e ; h o t E v e shares' t h i n g s in s i l e n c e , her pale faoe, worn 
t h e w a t c h w i t h h e r , the n u r s e having] -with w a t c h i n g and anx ie ty , all quiver-
h a d tho chief of i t for the past t w o ing. T h e y g o into t h e r o o m together , 
n i g h t s . S a m i s v e r y i l l_; h i s mother) a n d t o g e t h e r s tand at h i s b e d s i d e wh i l e 

the f lut ter ing breath c o m e s fa inter and 
fainter. H e o p e n s h i s e y e s a t last . 

"Motherl"—»*Here, m y d a r l i n g — I am 
here!" 

B a t t h e y n e v e r k n o w w h e t h e r he 

c a n h a r d l y b e persuaded to l i e d o w n 
for awhile and leave him to the others. 
Eve hates herself for thinking of any 
one or anything but him a t such a time; 
hut athpight Trill sometimes flit across 

- ahe-wiill^koveratLo^; heard and"'recognized her. The' nert 
raw irt*aj»tt^., «&«*!« and moment he is gone, with hardly a sigh; 

>&?&iteAai#*S^ ' 

^ ^ | : 

imGm*-w>* 

at w hat cost! T h e cottuge i s so quiet 
without the boisterous boy-vo ice and 
boy ways breaking in Ux'on the feminine 
order, there seems noth ing to do , noth­
ing to live for N o b o d y want* pi les of 
bread and butter c u t to satisfy » raven­
ous appet i te ; nobody s u g g e s t s , half 
I 'oaimgly, gooseberry j a m for tea; no-
body wants a torn jacket mended , or a 
cut bandaged. I t is in the c o m m o n 
things of every-day life that they alias 
th^ir last one BO sadly . 

Mrs Thirkeld d i d uot take the fever, 
but she pined and fretted HO tbat Eve 
feared the worst a t one t ime. There 
was one remedy, and Kve a p p l i e d it, 
thereby p lac ing herself en t i re ly at Mr. 
( lerard's mercy. T h e doctor said that 
c h a n g e of air and scene was t h e only 
th ing for her, and Eve used money 
reckless ly from t h e i r dvv lud l ing s t o r e to 
save ber mother's life. , She took her 
to the seas ide -not to the place where 
they were to have gone all together , 
with Eve as bride, but farther north , 
to a rough sea and a bracing c l imate -
where no sad or bit ter memor ies l inked 
themse lve s with every «pot. Mr. ( ie -
rard nffereil the u s e of his cheijue book 
freely . but E v e preferred not t o t o u c h 
his money uutil t h e y should have none 
of then own. T h a t t ime must come, I 
sin- knows , there is noth ing else to I 
look to lion that t h e y have used their j 
l i tt le capital, even if ahe would have ' 
iltavvn back from t h e compact now that 
t f i e was no l o n g e r ham's future to 
l ive fni and save for , hut, whi le they j 
uieul'Hie, they will be i n d e p e n d e n t I 

T » u of the Hills join t h e m in the re- , 
t ie. i ' Mrs Hi l l a n d Molly, the con- ! 
vnhscent , a pale, th in , o v e r g r o w n girl ' 
ol s ixteen Lott ie does not come , she I 
can not lie spared from h o m e dur ing 
her mother's a b s e n c e , a n d Bometltuea 
E v e will wonder wistful ly if she is very 
often with Tolver. There is no one to 
watidi t h e m now if they c h o o s e to walk 
iu the lane, no longer u n r U , a n d talk, 
os tens ib ly , perhaps , of c o m m o n friends 
and local e v e n t s 

Whatever Lottie may b e c o m e to Tol­
ver in the future, s h e must uluavB re 
main Eve » fneud The UCB of gruti 
tude. and affection, an I mutua l grief 
formed dur ing that s a d titue four m o u t h s 
ago are too strong for jealousy to 
bieak , rather do they o v r p o w e r jeal­
ousy Eve m learning a lesson that 
must find hard to r«-j"ice in t h e pros­
pect of renewed happiness for the bost-
loved one. even t h o u g h it c o m e t h r o u g h 
un-'ther And. if lt keeps her very 
p.ue and wistful i'V ed . what w o n d e r ? 
The soul generally grows at the ex­
pense of the body And s h e lovtvt Lot­
tie Hi l l—ehe can s a y it with all her 
heart 

Farmer Gerard drove Eve and her 
mother to the station and saw t h e m off 
on tlmir journey, b idding Eve farewell 
with another of his blufl fatherly kisses 
upon her cheek. H e meets t h e m on 
their return aud greets her in l ike mau-
ner H e is kinder than over arid m u c h 
quieter. There has been m o u r n i n g in 
the vi l lage many lont their dear o n e s 
that summer with t h e fever T r y p h i o 
Hil l and poor Sam were a m o n g the first 
victims ; after that the fever reached 
such a height that p e o p l e looked round 
in terror on oue another, w o n d e r i n g if 
they s h o u l d meet again after t h e 
greet ing at noon or eve It has had 
a sober ing effect u p o u most , and those 
w h o are left with t h e i r family c irc le un­
broken rejoice temperate ly , in s y m ­
pathy for the sorrowing o n e s all a r o u n d 
them. I 

T h e farmer says n o t h i n g a b o u t mar­
riage ; but he comes t o see t h e m oftener 
than he ever did before, a n d E v e l ikes 
h im better than she ever did, t h o u g h 
her fee l ings are in no way altered or 
weakened. B u t she does n o t forget her 
duty to h im, and t h a t ho h a s b e e n very 
pat ient a n d exceed ing ly k ind . S b e 
would l ike to claim a fnll year of free­
d o m — s b e could m a k e the m o n e y last so 
long , w i t h c a r e ; h u t she de termines , 
w i t h a final w r e n c h from self and i ts 
s u g g e s t i o n s , to give u n g r u d g i n g l y if s h e 
is go ing t o g ive at all . I t is n o t as if 
he were a y o u n g m a n , a n d h e h a s 
waited s ix months v e r y pat ient ly , h e a p ­
i n g every k indness o n them m e a n w h i l e , 
and never saying a word of h i s o w n 
d i sappo in tment , or h int ing , n o w t h e y 
are at home> again, at f ixing another 
day. H e has been very g e n e r o u s — i t 
is her turn now. 

S o one d a y when t h e y h a v e b e e n to ­
gether t o see Sam's grave, a n d h a v e 
f o u n d on i t a beaut i fu l cross of w h i t e 
flowers w h i o h the farmer d e n i e s a l l 
k n o w l e d g e of, and which E v e there fore 
p u t s d o w n to t h e Hi l l s , t h o u g h a fleet­
ing t h o u g h t of another poss ib l e person 
sends t h e nervous b l o o d t o her oheek 
for a minute , ahe t e l l s him frankly that , 
if h e sti l l w i s h e s it, s h e wil l marry h i m 
as soon after Chris tmas as h e l ikes . 

"That ' s very kind of y o u , m y dear ," 
h e re turns ; "but I don't w a n t y o u t o 
go against y o u r feelings. There ' s n o 
hurry for a l itt le whi le , i f — i f — y o u 
k n o w w h a t I mean, m y dear. I ' m anx­
i o u s to h a v e y o u sett led a t Fairf ie ld , 
b u t you m u s n ' t do i t just t o p l ease m e , 
so soon after Poor l i t t l e c h a p 1 
H e ' d have made a firxt-rafce farmer. W e 
s h o u l d a l l have b e e n proud o f h i m 
s o m e d a y . " H e s t o p s to m o p b i s f a c e 
w i t h his large handkerchief, t h o u g h t h e 
weather i s qu i te wintry and h e c a n n o t 
b e hot. " W h e n you feel qu i t e r i g h t 
a b o u t t h a t , " h e resumes, " y o u corner— 
t h e s o o n e r the better, as far as I ' m c o n ­
cerned. B u t don't force i t o n y o u r ­
self ." 

"Oh, y o u are very good 1" E v e s a y s 
sad ly . " Y o u have b e e n s o g o o d t o u s 
always . B u t I don't think I c a n e v e r 
f ee l different a b o u t — a b o u t a n y t h i n g . 
And dear Sam—we shan't forget him 
because of the change iu our life ; and 
BO—Whenever you like, Mr. Gerard." 

The farmer was looking at her oddly. 
He was half crying himself jost j o w , 

so why should be tuink It strange u ane 
c a n hard ly restrain h e r tears ? 

••Very wel l ," h e answers . "You a n d 
y o u r mother c o m e t o spend Christ inas 
a t Fa ir f ie ld—shal l that !>e a set t led 
t h i n g ? and w e wil l fix t h e day a m o n g 
u s then ." 

S h e acquiesces , and they go home t o . 

ge tber . As t h e y p a s s t h e mi l l , t h e y 
see Lot t i e Hill s tand ing in the yard in 
earnes t conversat ion with a m a n , w h o 
stands with a g u n under oue arm and 
t h e other hand thrust m the pocket of 
his rouyh shoot ing-coat . Hi« back i s 
t o them, but there i» no miotaking h i m . 
I t is To lver Gerard. 

T h e days pass on iiuietly from N o ­
v e m b e r into D e c e m b e r There are u o t 
many preparat ions to a»ake- - they were 
nearly all made early in t h e summer . 

Eve se ldom g o e s to the milL 'They 
often ask her, but she has a secret 
dread of meet ing Tolver there. Hhe 
pays her rare vis i ts at hours wnen s h e 
knows he is l ike ly t o be occupied o n 
the farm, and g e t s Lot t i e to c o m e of­
tener t o the co t tage ins tead . W h e n s h e 
comes one day in D e c e m b e r wi th an i n ­
vitat ion from her mother for Mrs. Thir­
ke ld a n d Eve t o spend Chr i s tmas wi th 
them, E v e tel ls her of their pre -engage-
meut, and also of what is t o be d e c i d e d 
upon on that day . 

•Do you think it very Boon ?" she in ­
quires of her friend, with that*) wistful 
look from out large dark-r inged e y e s 
that g^es to more than one heart, 
t h o u g h she never guesses i t . • ' M o t h e r -
feein it so lonely here wi thout S a m I 
wunt t o get her away to s o m e t h i n g fresh. 
And, s ince it is to be — " 

'There she breaks off and fal l s i n t o 
n i n o n s e i o i i s me lancho ly reverie , w i t h 
beat head catch ing the wintry s u n l i g h t 
a- she s i ts in the window Lott ie c o n -
t.-mplates her in s i l ence until p r e s e n t l y 
hie- s e e m s t o revive. 

•• And now 1 have to ld y o n th i s , Lot ­
t ie ," s h e goes on , " I w ant s o m e t h i n g i n 
return. I want the conf idence not t o 
be all on one side. Do y o u under ­
stand ?" 

She tries to speak gai ly Ijott ie 
b l u s h e s to the t ips of her ears, and , 
in Bpite of all ber brave reso lves . Eve ' s 
heart s inks at t h e sight . S h e has al ­
most brought heire l f t o bel ieve that s h e i 
is anx ious for Tolver t o love t h i s g ir l | 
and And consolat ion for bis sorrows in 
ber l o v e Hut, oh , how hard a th ing i t 
rs to look on at ! 

• Wel l , Lot t i e? ' sbe i | i ie»tions pres­
ently, as the other does not speak 

• 1 don't quit«< unders tand," L i t t l e 
says then, raisiug her bead aud l o o k i n g ! 

very pretty in her confus ion. - I didn't 
know y o u knew; I can't think w h o h a s 
said anyth ing t o you 1 don't m e a n , " 
she a d d s hasti ly, "that I wii« auxious t o 
keep it from yi>u. I tlunk I have t o l d 
y o n everything, Evo. but t h i s , and I 
ofteu longed to tell y o u this too, only , ' 
in the circumstances , and e v e r y t h i n g 
being s o uucertaiu too — Dear Eve , 
y o u are uot vexed with me, I hoiw'''' 

"Vexed!" repeats E v e , with a Htruined 
s m i l e "Uf course uot ! There needed 
n o t e l l ing e i ther ; I have k n o w n it a l l 
a long a lmos t as well as if y o u h a d t o l d 
m e . " 

L o t t i e looks puzz l ed again. 
" S o m e one must have been ta lk ing , ' ' 

s h e soya. "Was it Mol ly?" 
•'1 have seen y o u wi th h i m , " dec lares 

Eve . 
Lo t t i e starts. 
"Did you think Tolver and I * 

Ijott ie i iegins to recover herself and t o 
a t t e m p t explanation*. "How could 
y o u , w ben Wel l , I see y o u don't 
know, after all, and I have e v e r y t h i n g 
to tell y o u , it was Giegory S k e n e I was 
s p e a k i n g of have you ever heard that 
n a m e liefore?" Eve m u t e l y shakes h e r 
head. '• I couldn't understand it, for 
o u t of o u r own family there was n o o n e 
to tell you . More than a year ago I 
m e t h i m in Manchester , where I went 
on a visit to some friends. W e — I s u p ­
p o s e we fell in love wi th each o ther al­
most a t first s i g h t ; b u t father w o u l d 
n o t hear of even an e n g a g e m e n t be­
t w e e n u s , because he was poor, and h i s 
m o t h e r was a widow and he h a d t h e 
fami ly t o keep, s o there wasn't m u c h 
p r o s p e c t of t h i n g s i m p r o v i n g w i t h h im; 
b u t I was wi l l ing to wait , a n d w e nei ­
ther of u s ever meant t o have a n y b o d y 
e l se . Y o u know, I have m o n e y of m y 
o w n , if on ly father wou ld l e t m e have 
i t ; but h e was angry , because h e — h e 
wanted jus t what y o u i m a g i n e d w a s t h e 
case , E v e " — w i t h a fresh b lush , w h i c h 
a i d s in o p e n i n g E v e ' s e y e s t o the fa l lacy 
of be ing gu ided to any conc lus ion b y 
Lot t i e ' s cont inua l b lushes . " H e a n d 
Mr. Gerard h a d set t led i t b e t w e e n 
t h e m s e l v e s , I be l ieve , b u t ne i ther T o l v e r 
nor I would have anyth ing , t o say to it, 
Y o u see, I had a lready m e t G r e g w h e n 
t h a t c a m e on t h e carpe t , a n d Tol ­
ver " 

" H e never to ld m e about i t , " E v e ob­
serves invo luntar i ly . 

L o t t i e looks a t her w i t h a s u d d e n 
s m i l e , w h i o h fades away at t h e expres ­
s i o n w h i o h crosses the o ther ' s faoe a s 
s h e recol lects herself. 

"No , dear, there was n o t h i n g t o te l l ," 
s h e says gent ly . "Tolver a n d I have 
k n o w n e a c h other ever s i n c e w e were 
l i t t l e ch i ldren together , and we c o u l d 
n e v e r b e more t h a n brother and s i s ter ; 
i t w o u l d s e e m aga ins t n a t u r e to u s . W e 
u s e d to te l l each other e v e r y t h i n g unt i l 
a b o u t u p t o that t ime . I d idn' t t e l l h i m 
a b o u t G r e g then , and h e d i d n o t te l l 
m e a b o u t y o u unt i l the fever c a m e , and 
S a m was ill , and h e t h o u g h t y o u w o u l d 
t a k e it , a n d — a n d then he to ld m e a l l 
— t h o u g h , of course , I h a d heard a 
g o o d dea l before i n the way of g o s s i p . 
I k e p t b i m acquainted w i t h t h e state 
o f y o u r heal th , a n d a b o u t poor l i t t le 
S a m — a n d h o w t h i n g s were g o i n g o n 
a l t o g e t h e r . " 

E v e s i t s in s i l en t amazement . T h e n 
t h o s e m e e t i n g s i n the l a n e — t h a t i m ­
p r u d e n c e which s h e s o bi t ter ly con­
d e m n e d — w e r e a l l on her o w n account . 

S o o n after that L o t t i e g o e s a n d E v e 
s i t s i d l e , s tar ing in to the fire, n o t 
k n o w i n g whether s h e i s re l ieved t o find 
that, after all, Tolver and Lottie are 
not lovers, and never will be ; or sorry, 
because in that fact she also receives 
her sentence, 

snere u no lore for bim at aome.' ne 
will go away, and she will never see 
him again. Her life stretches before 
her, dark, dreary, hopeless. 

h 

(T» l> continued ) 

%• 

NEW SCALE, STYLE AA 
gELIEVTsa th»t there ia alwmys denuuid for tho 

highest pouuble degree 01 excellence In t given 
manufacture, Uus Mason & Hamlin Company hai 
held steadfast to Its original principle, and has 
never swerved from its purpose of producing instru­
ment* of rare artistic merit Asa n-solt the Mason 
* Hamiln Company lias received for ita products, 
since ito foundation to the present day, words of 
greatest commendation f mm the world's mostlilm-
tnoua musicians and critics of tone. 

This new model has created fairly a sensation 
Mopng artists and music i overs. 
USfclKl for catalogs daertbmg new ttyU* of Gramdi 

Ofid VpnghU. Sold/or Cath or £<uv faymentm. 

teim&^arataeio. 
STOM. KEW YORK. CHICAGO. 

Pa\ne's 
New 
Coaches ",£*" 

138 Jeflerson Avenue. 

Are the 
Finest 

Geo. En^ert 
Adolph P . Seniles. . 

John H . 
Edward H . 

En^rert. 
Kngert 

Geo. Engert & Co., 
COAL. 

Principal Office and Yard. Telephone S57 

306 Exchange Street. 

Furniture Movers 
Furniture Moved, Packed and 

Stored by 

Sam Goltry Carting Co. 
Orders taken a t Erls office i s Excesu>|rt street , 

or ac hoaae 8 Th< .mpsoo street. Largo 00 smal l 
covered spring w t g o n s . Telephone s^iaor&tjL 

Fire. Employer's Liability. Plate g lass . 
Established i 8 6 0 . 

J. II A8HTON, 

General Insurance, 
201-302 Kllwangcr and Barry'Bldg. 
Entrance 

39 State Stre«t. Rochester. N. Y . 

Steam Boiler Surety Bonds Elevator. 

TzutrHONi 1*7 

THOS.B. MOONEY 
Funeral - Direetor, 

196 W e s t Main Street, 

ROCHTESTER, N. Y . 

DR. THOMPSON, 
D E N T I S T . 

709-711 Chamber Commeroe. 

Crippen Bros &McNerney 
UNDERTAKERS 

And FuneralFurnishers 
13 East Ave., Telephone 683 . 

B. V. LOGAN, 
U n d e r t a k e r . 

No 5 Plymouth Avenue. 

Telephone. 

Fredk. W. Meyvis, 
Contractor for 

House, Fresco, Church, Lands­

cape Decorative & Portrait 

Painting. 
All kinds of wood painted in imitation 

marbla a specialty. Also Fancy Letters e n 
Glass In gold and silver and paper hanging. 
Lessons given in Oil Painting. Old P i e -
tores cleaaed and made to look as good a s 
netr. First class work guaranteed. 1*3 
Glenwood avenue, opposite Third street, 
Rochester. N. Y. Prise of Excellence in 
Ra>yal A c a d e a y , Antwerpen, Belgium. 

4 BUGGY WHEELS $6.90 
men OIUDK, SABVKPS PATEST, una •»« 
b«nd*d, height 3 f t 4 til., 3 ft. S In. or * ft. 
Spokes t l-M or 11-» in . For ony other 
sizes send for oatalnpue. Ont this ad. ont 
and send to us with Old! DOLLAR, stsvte 
stse -wheel wanted and wewill send them 
by rrelght C. O. D. KXAXISE T11KM at 

-». • ^- yonr freight depot and then p»y freight 
^e*<=^ imittwhucw, 85.80 and freijrbttcharges. 

8EAR8,ROEBUCK&CO.(l>e)CHICMCO,ILL..| 

SEND ONE DQIU 
Cut this ad. out and send 
to us, state number inches 
across top of yonr bumry 
spat In front, from outali" 
to outKido, and we will send 
this Bugjtj Top by freight i \ b . f>, 
FUbjpet M examination. Too can 
examine it at yonr freight depot, and 
If found perfectly satisfactory, the 
greatest barg-alu yon ever saw, and equnj 
to tops that retail at $15.00, par the 
f r e , ! ? 4 , a

n
s r a , . / > ! i ? , ^ ^ I ! t P n , r , i ' $ 6 , TO, lessth.M.0u, or $5.50 and freight ebtrin. The freJirnt charg-e. will mi 

teo'ahoolSO erotifor BOO mile*. THESE TOPS" afll IUIL1 
TO FIT AHV BUDDY OR ROAD WAfiW Hm can 1R Tnera 
on In SO minutes. Made from SI or. best rubber drill 
head and back stays lined with No. UX clotb, side cur­
tains millned, 3 or t black japanned stool bow, japan­
ned prop nuts, wrought iron ahiftins rail, patent ba t . 

I tons, which makes it adjustable; full length back car 
tain with glass window, valanoo front and rear. ; 
ORDER TO-DAI. WRIT* FOB n t l S B t W CaTiUrSVK 
Addrost, SEARS. ROEBUCK a CO. (Inc.), OhiciJO. Ill 
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