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THE BUBONTC PLAGUE| s

y > Hpom & P
\TS STEADILY WESTWARD. MARCH
MAS BECOME ALARMING.

Proper Smuitary Messurcs May Minimize
the Pangors—Ia Calcutta and Bombay—
Frqech Procantions—Kats Help the
Flague.

For five years steadily a real danger
from Asia—the dreaugn vuoun: Plagl€
—has been approaching the shores of
the Unfieu >ta.?s. 1aa. (e Grean |l
no barrier to the march of the piague
was shown last week, wien it was re-
ported in South America, having made
its appearance In Assuncion, the cup-
ital of Paraguay. Thix is the same o,
“Black Plague” whic1 aforetime nas
swepl over Europe from
probably the identical disease wnich in
the reign of Charles Il. played such
havoc in London. Bred in the Chinese

quarter of Hong Kong. where the mtn!
the step-like,
Bombay,

of uges crawls down
sireets, the plague crept to
and from there has spread all over lD-
dia. Arabia and Egypt. and numbered
its victims by the hundreds of
sands The disease made its way from
India on a pilgrim steamer, landed at
Jedda and penetrated to the tomb ol
the Priphet at Mecca. The pligrims t0

Where the Plague Started.

Mecca carried the plague to Constan-
tinople It then appeared in Vlenna,
wag suspected in Berlin and managed
somehow to jeach Oporto and Lisbon
To these latter placs it came undoubt.
edly by ships from the Orient. Beveral
times ships with cases of plague on
board have arrived at English ports,
but so {ar prompt isolation and thor-
ough disinfection have prevented the
disease from getling a foothonld n
Great Britain Once let the germs of
this disease get into the slums of Liv-
erpool, London or New York and an
&n epidemic in those cities is certaln.

Writers are beginning to call atten-
tion to this advancing menace. An
BEnglish writer eays: I d> not want
to pose a8 an alarmist.. but [ gshould say
that it would not be long before 1t made
18 appearance in the slums of Hull or
Iiverpool, and possibly 1n those ol
London alsn. The fact is there 13 no
keeping it out. The germ has been
cultivated in circumstances far (o6&
favorable to give us much chance of
doing successful battle with it abroad.”

Bteady Westward March,

Most peop:e who have investigated
the plague are hopeful that proper san-
ftary precautions will minimize :he
dsnger of an epidemic either in this
country or in England, but the way
the disease has marched steadily west-
ward for the last few years, in spite of
all efforts to check it, 18 beginning to,
make people a little nervous. All el-
fortas to abate the disease in India have
proved abortive, so much go that the
Queen in her last speech from ‘he
throne made speclal allusion to the
¢ailure f medlcal skill and sanita-
tion to check the plague in her Indian
Empire. This disease which threatens
Burope and America gained imm:nge
vigor in the waterside district of Bem-
bay. where the phenomenally umsant-
tary conditinn of the native quarter
gave to it every posgihle chance for
developitg. There is no doubt that it
was brought t» Bombay from Hong
Kong, but there ig a disagreement as
to how and when it came. Some -ay
it was brought by a regiment of Brit-
ish troaps. others say by sallors; still
others belleve that rats, sick with the
plague, came in ships from Hong Kong,
and inoculated other rats along the
Bombay waterside. However, it got
there, there it is, and there is seems to
be reaching out to poison the worid.
‘When the plague first appeared in
Bombay the authorities shut their eyos
to its presence, and a paper sent by
a medlcal goclety to the City Couneil
was not allowed to be rend. A large
mumber of the 900,000 inhabitants of
Bombay lwve in tenement houses
where they are huddled together like
sheep. These buildings are crowded
together with narrow, dark alleys be-
tween, and imto these alleys is thrown
all sorts of Tefuse. In some parts of
the clty refuse of the most offensive
kind is carrfed through the streets in
pails by seavengers and thrown into
sewer openings.  Strange to say, these
scavengers do not take the plague, and
scem to be immume from most "they
eantagious diseases,

In Calcatta.

In Caloutta things are as insanitary
«s in Bombay, and the death rate in
pome of the blocks of the native quart.
ers averaged In 1898 as high as 68 a
thousand for adults, and the infant
punortality reached the enormouns per-

centage of 677 for every 1,000 birtha |

JIn such a city as this the plague finds a ;
congenial place fex its vigorous growth.
It would seem that the European and
iAmerixii are not af lHable to take the
plague as Aslatios or negroes, but-atuy
are susceptible snough to make its ap.
pearance in Europe or Ameﬂca a grsve

wl' Fy I vaNtiGD

of the clvizad %

entm
. u@s was held at Vemice, and rules aus

regulations formulated to the keeping
of the scourge out of Burope, if possi-
ble.

In spite o g} precaunti>ns, however,
the plague, apparently s epreading
various directions. Europe s threat-
ened from several sides. At ©Ovporto
forty-nine cases occuwrred between
June 4 and Angust 21, of which number
sixteen terminated fatally. The Uov-
ernment declded to isolate the city by

the East—

thou- |

means of a sapitary cordon. Dr.
Jorge. the Director of the Baterislo-
gical lnstitute at Oporto, has Decome
the object of popular disapproval be-
cause he had the courage to ass8: rt that
the plague existed in the city when L0e
authorities wished to conceal its prés-
ence. A mob gathered near his bse
and was dispersed only by active ef-
forts of the police, and he was assauil-
ed by a member of the Chamber of
Deputies. The disease was brought to
Oporto from India on a ship loaded
with rice. It is rep rted that several
cases of plague have occurred at Paler-

mo and at Naples, and it is belleved to
have broken out in the Government of:

Samara in Russla. Several cases \OI
suspected plague have occurred at
Magude, a short distance from Louren.
zo Marquez, Delagoa Bay. There 1is
' little danger of the disease belng
brought to New York from Oportu by
immigrants or in cargo, but if it is trae
that rats are active in the spread of
; the disease, there would probably be
. some danger in allowing a vessel {r'm
an infected port to dock im New York,
_even {f there were noca ses of the ¢!s-
ease among elther passengers or Crew
at the time of arrival.
Frenoch Precautiona, .
|  The Public Healtn Committee oY
France, in view of the Increasing ve-
| llef that rats carry the plague from
port to port, has drawn up stringent
regulations, which have been put ato
! effect at all French ports. In the
. lazarets all openings are to be closgd
1 or tenced careluily with suitable pro-
tections. such as metalllc screens. I[le
lazarets are to be provided with a suf-
ficient supply of wire gauze apd funnel-
shaped guards for the moorings and
ropes of vessels lying a1 the 'gwhurt.
On board the vessels poison and traps
will be lald down to destroy the ratg
and mice, and their carcasses will be
burned immediately. For thelr de-
struction in inaccessible places ro-
course will be had to sulphurous acid
ip the proportion of forty grammes
to each cubic meter of alr.

In all countries this persistency of
the plague i@ causing some uneasiness
to medica! men, and all nations are
taking extra precautions to protect
their borders. In Egypt the disecace
seems to have gained a firm fhothold,
and in this connection Dr. W.J. Stmp-
son, professor of hyglene in King's
College, London, says in the Lancet:
“The European governments belng
alarmed at the outbreak {n Bomxvay,
the Venice conference was called Lo
formulate rules and regulations for
commerce and pllgrim traffic, having
for their object the prevention of the
importation »f plague more particu-

; larly into Egypt and Europe. a8 well as
into other countries east of the Buez
Canal The rules and Tregulations

have now been in force two years, and )

in that time. notwithstanding a most
rigid adherence on the part of all con-
cerned to the recommendations of the
convention. plague has reached the
Persian Gulf, Penang, the
' the French island of Reunion, Mada-

gascar, Jedda, Egypt, and, {f rumor is
correct, the Gold Coast of the French
possessiong in West Africa, and now
Portugal, and this extenglon has hap-
pened though the rules were formau-
lated according t0 the most advanced
knowledge on the subject and by the
most eminent representatives of the
Powers.
Thé reappearance of plague in Egypt,
after an absence of fifty years, writh
its extension to Portugal, {s a matter
of profound interest, because it indi.
cates that thig plague from China par.
takes rather of the nature of a pen-
demic than an epidemic, and possesses
that which other plague epidemics for
nearly the past 200 years have lacked,
viz., the quality of diffusiveness which
defies the précaitions hitherto em.
ployed against its progress. This is &
feature yhich contrasts strongly with
the spontaneous self-limitation of most
of the plague epldemics of the eighe
teenth and nineteenth centurles.

In American Cities.
In American cities it would be pos-

gible {o carry out systems of sanitation
which are not possible in India, and
medical ~nthorities do not fear that
the plague will get any hold here, even
if it arrives. Vet tha steady march
. from Hong Kong westward, in deflancs

og aji precautiond snd all gateguardy

which have been' got up in the path
of the disesse, is & fact which cannot

{Moveﬂooked. ~and which 15 causmc
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Mauritius,

Faint and far-off, hear the murmur
Of an angal's flutt"ring wings:
Faint and far-off, hear the charmeld
A3 her siren song she sings.
8he iz corning,
Hear the humming
Of the falnily fluthening wW'nga

Pink and white, the eager mountsin
Tops. expectant, stend and walt:
Sitver sands st Neptune's fountain
Tremble lest she should be late.
Eager moauntain,
Trembdling fountain,
Expectant of er coming, wait,

Budding rosts hold their blooming
Till her coming, and they furi
The fragrant iags of thelr per(umms
Till she starts the season's whirl
Hear the humming
Of the corning *
Of the same ol summer girl.
~W. J. Lampton in Life

NEVER! NEVER!

Yohn Thomas was a clerk in the post.
office, betoved By all who knew him;
but he never did any work, usually had
& novel and a bottle of brandy fn his
desk, and droke the heart of the Junior
assistant secretary, in whoee depart-
ment he had been placed. He lived at
'No. 19 Finsbury square, where he pald

‘1hirty ¢hillings a week for his board

and lodging, washing included, and
.fell 1n love with Mary Tompkins, the
alece of Mrs. Johmson, the lodging
house keeper,

If ever there wras an angel upon earth
it was Mary Tompkins. She had long
eyes and a shori nose, a lHtte wmouth
and a big ohin, silken half and & satin
complexion, & high forehead and a
small waist: but her manner was more
than all her appearance, and she was
everything her sunt could wish her,
»Never, Johnnie,” she said to her lov-
er. as he gat with his arm around her
waist. “never, never, never!"

“Why won't you, then?” sald John
Thomas.

“Why wouldn‘'t she? It was now
two years since she had conseated to
be* kissed, or, may perhaps have beeml
the cage, had been kissed without her
consent, by the Rev. Abraham Dribble,
Mr. Dribble had bsen a Low Church
chap. He had kigsed her. and had left
the parigh, baving sneaked himself in-
to the good graces of & Bishop. Mary
soon knew the nature of the man, but
the kiss was still there, and waa hal-
lowed. ‘“Never, never!™ It was her
daily language ms Johnnle Thomas sat
with his arm around her waist wnen
his office hours were over.

“Surely you lowe hirn.” sald her aunt,
in confldence.

“Shall there e two lovers?’ asked
Mary

“Oertm.nly " aetd Mrs. Johnson, prac-
tically, “if the frst fails. or may be
three—as circumstances may require.”

On Monday, Agpril 1, Mary received
the following noza:

“Ounly that he plesda a previous
promise to yon, John Thomas would
be my bridegroom. I have his heart,
1 know. And, ob, it is too true that
he has mine. Be noble and make him
fres, and enjoy ths undying friendship
of Ancstasia Fitrapplejohn.”

Mary sat as ususl with her waist en-
circled by his armn, while with her left
hand she held the c¢rirnpled letter.

“Jobn,” she =ssid, “who has your
teart ?”

“Who but you, my pet!”

“Anastasia has your heart.”

“She bs hanged.”

“Where were ywou last night, John?"

“Listen to me, Mary.”

"] demand {0 know whether you were
here 7

1 “Walt until I tell you about {t.”

*1 will hear nothing of such a one aa
Miss Fitzapplejohn.”
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ [ ]

1 When Mr. Dribdle married the Right
Hon. Catharine Mount Energy, the eld-
erly daughter of the late Karl of Ple-
ponder, Mary shut herself up for three
weeks in her aunt's store closet. Bhe
was visited, of course, from time to
time by different membgers of the es-
tablishment, and would declare that
she was pexfectly happy; but on such
occasion her last words always bore
the samme burden, "Never, never, neve
er!” One day while she was there Johw
Thomas came hoane, & little, perhaps,
the worse for what he had taken, and
made his way in among the pickle jars
and jam pots.

“Mary,"” he sald, "the parshon’s mar-
ried—might ash well come round, old
girl, ansh marry me.”

“John," she said. very gravely, “An:
astagia Fitzapplejohn, ho doubt, is fond
of these jovial humore. Had yon not
Dbetter seek her soclety 7°

He answered with an oath, and ex-
pressed the wish that Miss Fitzapple-
john might ‘be taken at once to a place
he should not have named,

“To-morrow you wild wish the same
for me,” she salfl.

That sobered him. He fell prostrated
at her feet, and grovelled in the dust,
swore with many oaths that if she
would only consent to be Mrs. Thomas
he would take the pledge on the next
morning. She bent down over him
and gave him her cool, soft hand to
raise #im, and with her taper fingers
pushed the ddshevelied hair from off his

{| forehead, and she brughed his clothes,

But as she did so she said continually,
*Never, never!"

! When the Rigit Hon. Catharine
Mount Energy died, which she did the
~week after she migrried Mr. Dribble, it
was discovered that her affairs were
wvery oouch out of order. By the s¥gu-
far but well-known law of Ken, in
which ocountry the marriage had been
celobrated, Mr. Drr'bble became respon-
sible for the dubtm of his widow and
all her relations, “This was a crushipg
blow, and just et this time the Bishop
dismissed hion a3 being lackingin spir-
dtual grace. Mr. Dribble then be-
thought himself of the sweet sages of

that Mrs. Johnsom had saved a Mtile
money, saw ai once wvhere lay his only
chance of saivatiom here on earth. So
he went to Flasbury Square, mothing
abasi;ad 4

1 “Do you love me, 7" he said.

i The tell-tale &m%hed to her
face, as she stoou for half an hour

tly shaking Jwer h and gazing

his eyes. Then sbe sald with that
‘sweet voice of lors; wiifeh was the lite
ot all her lowers:. ..

j1, “Love you, Mr, x:rtbm? Ay, that I

,w:m
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“1 have forgiven.”

Mys. Dribhle?
Again's
for ha¥f an hour; hut whan she made

“Never!™

About this time there came to town|
an old gentleman from the countiry,)
who had knawn Mary's father, and he
brought with him his daughter Jemi-
ma. Jemima hoblnson and Mary were
{ast friends, though narrow circume] yoth
srances compelied the latter to admin~|,
ister to the wantz of her aunt's ine-| e
mates. Now, {t was thought that the
presence of the oid Squire and hia
daughter might induce the heart-laden
girl to take counse! with prudence, and
10 give hersel! aither to the one sultor
or to the other,

“My dear,” sald the ESguire,
must think of the futare”

“And of the j«ast,” sald Mary.

“Let the past take care of itself, my
dear. A house over your head and half
8 dozen children are a great blessing,

“you

op. astonished aunt.

his eaxrller years, and, remembering

Johpnie Thomas is a sprightly fellow.
Thou Baat ha) A mind te take him, I
know, Mary.”

“But not wmore than half, Mr. Robin-
son.”

“Hang 1, gir!! Then have the par-
son. He had ever a sheep's eye for
thee, and, if I remember rightly, thou
wast sweet upon him once.”

“*Twas but half sweet,” she whis-
pered, with her eyes turned to the
ground.

*But thon knowest how the donkey
fared who was starved to death be-
tween 4wo bundles of hay. Thou
wouldst not imitate the ass?’

“The poor brute was at any rate
honest,” sald Mary.

“Thou robbest me almost of my pa-
tience,” sald the Squire, angrily. **“Thou
canst not have both. Taeke one and
leave the other.”

[ [ ] - [ ] [ [ ] .

Jemima Robinson was a sprightly
girl, and H{ any one had domision over
Mary Tompkins it was she. “Molly!"”
she rald, “how many men do you think
are going to die for you? 1If 1 weres
Johanle Thomas I would take you by
the neck and lug you into church.”

“It would avall you nothing,’ said
Mary.

“I'd atop that ‘never’ with a mouth-
ful of kigaes.”

*“That has availed nothing, Jemima.”

*“What are you afraid of?” she said.
*Is not marriangs honorable?”

“And so s single blessedness.”

“Stngle fiddlesticks! 1 would it were
my chance.”

*And have you no lovers, Jemimat”

“Not s ghost of a swaln!
thread-paper of a man. Would that 1
had. Thank God, I con)d love any man
that would ask me. But to remain sin-
gle with two Buch strings to your bow.
"Tis a sheer waste of the gifts of Prov-
{dence.”

*1 love to lead apes,” said aMry, :

“Then lead one here and take the
parson. You have not heard it, per-
haps, dbut I know. The Queen will
meake him Blishop next week. And you
will look the Bishop's wife to a T.”

Mary paused that day; she paused all
that night; she paused the next morn-
ing, and then she made her reply:

“Never!”

On theé™hext morning Joha Thomas
was gasetted Postmaster-General. He
had invented a new fanthing postege
stamp, and it was delt that hls-claims
could not be passed over. He expelled
the novel and the bottle of branay
from his desk, and found that theé exi-
gencies of his new position required,
him to leave Finsbury Bquare. But
though he was now Lord Thomas, he;
did not forget Mary Tompkins, for

whether he was “My lord,” or slaply !
he carried a loyal,

“John Thomss,"
heart in his bosom, and though he may
have dallled with Anastasia Flizapple-

john, such dallying had been but the|

offlorescence ¢f his youth. So now he
spoke out to the woman of his heart
with a gravity becoming his lofty renk.

“Mizs Tompkins,’ he sald.

“My lord.” she replied, standing be-
fore him with downcast eyea.

“Miss Tompkins, there have been
some sweet words between you and
me.”

“Ah, and more than words,”

“Sofiie passages of what the world
calls—love.”

! ""Trifles; meaning notlng to one 80
high in thé worid's estedt as your
lordship.” Then were her eyes more
downcast than ever.

*“Miss Tompkins® he said, “lend me
that hand.” And she lent him her it~

| tle hand. He, too, stood a while xaz-l

| ing, and then he spoke agaln: “Shall it
be mine forever?”
But she answered him straightway, §
“Never!”

The Bishop of Rochester sat in hls'

palace and over agalnst him sat Mrs,
Dribble, his second wife. No more
; powerful woman ever assisted to carry
a crosier,
‘ Lord Thomas quafted his raby wines
in & West End mansion, and Lady

counted the corka.

But Mary Tompkins still mede the
gravies and@ eked out the buiter in
Fingbury Square,

But her aunt observed that during
all her lelsure hours she applied her«
pelf wiih unaccustomed diligenceio hep
needle,
from her cl
thick chamber gown or morning wrap-
per. Its color was gray, and ’twu
made of serge; but up and down thejy,

out of the plaits a curlous device had | |
been worked. ‘The letters were not

read they ran as follows:
“OLD MAID.” -
“And will you wear it?” asked her

“indeed I will” sald Mary.
ever and sver.”
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