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THE-BOYWHO 
•HAD MO- FRIEINDS 

A N E W E N G L A N D TALK. 

B r the Aathor of >• Suudrlea." 

C H A P T E R VII. 
Men are s o m e w h a t l ike tree*—not 

on ly wi l l they endure t r a n s p l a n t i n g , 
tout t h e y profit by it. Part icu lar ly la 
t h i s the caae w h e n the r e m o v a l t a k e s 
p l a c e before they hav« g r o w n too o ld 
t o learn new hab i t s , and to a c c o m m o 
d a t e t h e m s e l v e s l o new a s s o c i a t i o n s 
a n d c ircumstances . N o w our hero's 
e s c a p e f rom h i s unpropl t ious surround
i n g s at Hardscrabble took place pre -

- w i s e l y a t the a g e w h e n h e was best fit 
t o g o Into tra in ing a s a p ioneer In the 
"wilderness, a n d i n a s m u c h as he left 
ibehlnd h i m n o t h i n g , the surrender of 
w h i c h h e could be supposed very bit
t e r l y to regret , he entered upon h i s 
n e w life with a zes t u n a l l o y e d . H e 
loved "the grand old woods; - ' h i s spiri t 
•was e levated by t h e freedom of u n 
t r a m m e l l e d nature, and the o u t g u a h 
l n g s of bis unsophi s t i ca ted wunder 
were not cramped and terrified in to 
s i l e n c e b y petty Individual tyranny, or 
t h a t worst and most despot ic of all 
s lavery , the c r u s h i n g contempt of h i s 
f e l l ows . He had trials a n d hardships , 
i t i s t rue; but they were manly ones , 
a n d In the true equality of a new se t 
t l e m e n t they e levated h i m to a c o m 
m o n consequence w i t h t h e men w h o 
shared t h e pr iva t ions and dangers of 
p ioneer l ife in the woods . Every o n e 
o n the border c o u n t s one, women a n d 
chi ldren even have their i m p o r t a n t 
p o s t s to o c c u p y , and a stalwart y o u n g 
c h a p l ike J o n c e Smi ley , no l o n g e r 
cowed , abashed and spir i t -broken, but 
confident, ingenious , and e last ic , bad of 
course a prominent importance In t h e 
Ti l lage of Berrysvi l le , so d e n o m i n a t e d 
from our e m i g r a n t friend, w h o w a s the 
first Individual who. In that v i c in i ty , 
"stuck an axe i n a tree " 

L o n g before Berrysvi l le rejoiced in 
t h a t title, it boasted the m o r e euphon* 
l o u s one Berry's Squat. Start not a t 
Its Inelegance, for a c c o r d i n g to the 
t ranscendenta l idea o f poetry the word 
equat Is exceed ing ly poet ical , as regu
l a r a t i n k l e from the rill o f Hel icon a s 
e v e r babbled on poet's t o n g u e Ralph 
W a l d o Emerson says that the first man 
w h o cal led another a n uss w as a poet; 
a n d hence It Is ev ident t h a t the man 
w h o dubs a f e l l o w - m a n by that c o m 
p l i m e n t a r y title IB merely quot ing poe
try. If E m e r s o n Is right , If there la 
a n y t h i n g in p i t h i n e s s of language , in 
appos i tene38 of figure, and In pregnant 
m e a n i n g i n one s i m p l e word. "Bquat," 
a s applied to those w h o sit down un in
v i ted u p o n Unc le Sam's land, i s cer
ta in ly poetry. T h e word Is a lready the 
parent of o thers , and may be yet of 
m a n y more . B e s i d e s t h e o b v i o u s 
"squatter ." which is rendered "one w h o 
s q u a t s , " w e have "absquatulate," from 
t h e Latin part ic le "ab" from, or o u t of, 
and "squat ," before d i scussed , m e a n i n g , 
t o re l inquish a squat , o r get out o f a n 
other 's squat or your own a s s o o n a s 
poss ib le , a n d perchance as c o v e r t l y a s 
m a y be. Absquatu la te has been a n e w 
co inage as much In favor w t t h de fau l t -
era, as the co inage of the U. 8. Mint — 

•' B^M&nd indeed affection for the one wou ld 
appear natural ly to b e connected w i t h 
a predi lect ion for the other. 

T o return to o u r friends. Mr B e r r y 
•was most certainly a squatter, and 
so was hla wife, and Jonce and the 
ch i ldren a l l were squattera. In tha i 
respect the eastern populat ion has the 
advantage of the western o n l y in the 
fact that o u r ances tors , or t h o s e under 
w h o s e t i t le we In the east l i ve , did our 
squat t ing for us, a couple of hundred 
years ago, more or leas; whi le the 
fa thers of recent wes tern Bottlers hav
i n g neglected to d o t h i s good turn for 
t h e i r chi ldren, t h e chi ldren are c o m 
pelled to d o It for t h e m s e l v e s . Squat 
t ing, in the abstract , i s only improv ing 
a tract w h i c h m i g h t e l s e remain u n i m 
proved, w i t h the unders tanding that 
•whenever t h e tract d o e s c o m e i n t o the 
market , the squatter h a s a prescr ipt ive 
r ight to b u y at t h e g o v e r n m e n t price . 
Whether there be "a p r e e m p t i o n law 
o r not , appl icable to t h e case . If there 
be a pre-empt ion law. all Is well and 
g o o d , If n o t , the common l a w of the 
•border, tohich supplies s t a t u t e deficien
c ie s , s e t t l e s the case . W e a l l u d e t o the 
c o d e genera l ly spoken of a s the Code 
L y n o h ; infinitely more s i m p l e than the 
Code N a p o l e o n , t h o u g h the l i t t l e Oorsi-
cuh made s impl i c i ty t h e proudest fea
t u r e o f h i s famous b o d y o f s ta tu te s . 
•And the Code L y n c h h a s another rec
o m m e n d a t i o n w h i c h Is pecul iar t o Ita-
aelf, a s b e l o n g i n g to no o t h e r . Not 
o n l y d o e s i t supp ly t h e def ic iencies of 
t h e c o m m o n a n d s ta tute l a w , b a t it 
s u p p l i e s the lact o f officers of the laws 
o f t h e land, w h e r e those l a w s a r e sup
p o s e d t o be In force . This u n w r i t t e n 
flaw h a s b e e n f e a r f u l l y abused; but 
w i t h al l t h e e n o r m i t i e s c o m m i t t e d in 
i t s n a m e , I t Is a fact u n q u e s t i o n a b l e , 
t h a t m o r e m i s c h i e f would h a r e b e e n ' 
d o n e in i t s a b s e n c e . f 

A "squat" ttecontes, after t h e cab in 
« B erected, a recognised property by the! 
c u s t o m s o f t h e "squat ters ," a n d t h e r e 
a r e e v e n n i c e r u l e s w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h [ 
w h e t h e r a m a n ' s s q u a t c o v e r s a w h o l e , | 
a half, o r a quarter s ec t i on . Bro ther j 

r 
iT"i 

.squatters never interfere wtth the 
claims of brothers, and When Uncle 
Sam puts a tract In the market, it is 
A thing understood on the tract. If no-
•where else, that the "squatted" sections 
•have already a purchaser, who Is not 
to be compelled by any competitor to 
-jpay.a premium upon the land; the 
«itgiblllty of which, by "squatting" 
thereon, he has made apparent. Con
sequently, many speculators who travel 
West under the delusion that they can 
take immediate advantage of the ei-
jplorations of the equatters, ore short-
py undeceived upon their arrival, for an 
attempt to buy over one squatter's 
&ead Is pretty sure to make the whole 

community Tather troublesome neigh-
Ibors* if, Indeed, it does not procure 
tfi^itaem a ride—not in the easiest 

*- "fcibâ ei movement known «a these 
i"h% ffeOftttKA. „1ke <M$r "way oi 
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claim becomes your claim, his former 
defenders are y o u r defenders , and he 
"totea h i s plunder off.' a n d body-
aclously absquatulates ' - h imself , to go 
and squat e l sewhere , and create a new 
claim, for some o n e e l se to buy. 

Several years' cul ture had made 
"Berry's Squat" a beautiful c learing, 
and i t s s i tuat ion o n the bank of one of 
the great tr ibutar ies of a great river 
in the W e s t caused our friend's es tate 
to be regarded a s one of the very ••tdt 
in the Terri tory. The political manag
ers, m o v e d upon by the fact that m a n y 
of t h e m were directly interested, no 
less Uhan by the natural a d v a n t a g e s of 
the p lace , determined that the coun
try- town should include our f r i e n d s 
s q u a t ; but as a pre l iminary , and be
fore they let this intent ion be public, 
t h e a t t e m p t was m a d e to buy out Ber
ry's c la im. But they had happened up
on the wrong cus tomer . 

In the first place, Berry rflmself was 
not o n e of those who squat "as a pro
fess ion ," and preferring wild a d v e n m n 
and border life to the approach of civ
i l i zat ion , ar e ever ready to sell out 
when a fair offer is made. He h i l bet 
UP h i s family a l tar In the wi lderness , 
and made it b lossom about h im as the 
rose. Success ive comfort after neces
s i ty , conven ience after comfort , and 
luxury after c o n v e n i e n c e , had t>een 
added to t h e homestead His -h l idren 
had grown up there about h im. i.n-1 al
ready, in h i s mind' s eye, he had por
t ioned them off upon the l i t era l tract 
whlrh, after the usage •>( the luiu. i j . 
h e had appropriated , and fur v h i - h , 
thanks to h i s frugal i ty and Industry. 
and with t h e proceeds of certa in ' v i l 
lage lots" which be proposed to Hell, 
h e would n o w be ready to pay l'in le 
Sam 

And In the next place first in't»ed In 
Herry'a thoughts—It would have broken 
h i s old wife's heart to part with a 
home which , at first the scene of |,r: 
va: lon. lncijnvenlen<-e and s o r i u w h i 1 
n o w become the linnie of i u m f i t f . 
peace, and plenty l!»>i> th ing ahoui 
her had a history uml an interest this 
as the m e m e n t o of their h o m e In il ie 
East , a n d of their w a n d e r i n g s on the 
road, that a s the creat ion of necess i ty 
to supply s o m e remembered conven
ience In her father's house. Kvery 
Smoked Umber of the Utile cabin seem 
Bd to have a h i s tory; every tree seen 
from the door had Its a s s o c i a t i o n s the 
very m o o n which shone upon their 
r.unimer even ings appeared to the Ut
ile fami ly to be t h e moon pecul iar of 
Berry's Squat , and a different luminary 
from t h e o n e which s h i n e s on other 
places. 

And our old fr.end Jonce at 'he • pen-
lng of this story a boy who liu<t no 
friends, now a stout young w o o d s m a n 
w h o asked no friendship except a fair 
field and no favor"—he to leave Ber
ry's Squat! He t o l eave Li t t le Mumly 
CYeek. where In b o y h o o d he had trap
ped musquash , and Big Muddy River, 
which h e had forded, on necess i ty , at 
the very most peri lous point of the 
Bprlng f re she t s ' H e to quit the vic ini ty 
of this spot where he shot t h e great 
"b'ar," and that where he treed ihe> 
"painter!" He to leave the ye l low 
corn to be harves ted by o 'hers In the 
c lear ings where his own right arm had 
levelled the forest t rees ' He to abdi
cate the second home, where the sagac
ity of Berry h a d m a u e i h im to "squat" 
over laud enough for them b o t h ' Nev
er, till death bade htm re l inquish all 
earthly p o s s e s s i o n s would J o n a t h a n 
Smiley surrender what he cons idered 
his absolute property - a s a b s o l u t e a s 
if the formal i ty of taking out I'ncle 
Sam's patent had already been per
formed 

But t h e tract was declared In mar
ket by a d v e r t i s e m e n t ; the Land Office 
w a s opened, and eastern and other 
specu la tors had already marked the 
Berry Squat. Jonathan accompanied 
his old m a s t e r and present equal to the 
sa le ; and o ther squatters, both from the 
vicinity of Berry's Squat, and from all 
the country for many miles about the 
office "were a long ." Berry's tract , as 
the most el igible, was first pounced 
upon, and the strangers , who had in 
va in a t t e m p t e d to Induce the holder 
to se l l h i s squat , came prepared to buy 
and re-sel l it over h i s head. T h e bar
ga in was all but c o n s u m m a t e d , poor 
Berry h a v i n g mainta ined an Irresolute 
s i lence , w h i l e the terms of s a l e were 
carried a b o v e his reach. T h e prin
cipal a g e n t i n Che bus iness w a s Just 
ready to rece ive his completed papers. 
H e was a y o u n g l a w y e r from t h e far 
E a s t ; and was flush wi th the t h e n cur
rent and undisputed bank n o t e s . He 
had observed that t h e s q u a t t e r s had 
one by one d isappeared , all s a v e Berry, 
w h o leaned d i s c o n s o l a t e a g a i n s t the 
door as if about t o lose h i s a l l ; a n d ) 
J o n a t h a n Smi ley , w h o paced rapidly 
before t h e house , a s if he t h o u g h t that 
by s o d o i n g h e m i g h t arrest t h e cruel 
escheat of p o s s e s s i o n s , by al l back- > 
wood u s a g e hones t ly theirs , u p o n pay-1 
m e a t to t h e g o v e r n m e n t of t h e stand- | 
ard price. T h e young lawyer, w i t h an 
Indefinite f ee l ln , half fear, half brava-1 
do, was h e s i t a t i n g l y hurry ing t h e gov-1 
e m i n e n t official. A s u d d e n and terrific 
w a r - h o o p rung in h i s ears , and start-1 
l n g t o the door, he s a w there a s s e m b l e d 
w h a t at first s eemed a party of b o n a ' 
fide Indians . E v e n h i s unpract i sed , 
eye was n o t l o n g in d i s c o v e r i n g that | 
t h e y were a m a t e u r s ; and the ir t rue , 
character the a b s e n c e of the squatters 
w h o were present in t h e ear ly part of 
day, left h i m a t no l o s s t o d i v i n e . And 
n o w . w h i l e the s tranger watched , c o m 
m e n c e d a v e r y a m u s i n g and s ignif icant 
l i t t l e drama—a drama, w h i c h appeared 
less t o in teres t J o n a t h a n S m i l e y , than 
did t h e v a r y i n g expres s ions of the spec
ulator's c o u n t e n a n c e . T h e principal 
chief declared that o n e of the subordi 
n a t e s had dr iven a n o t h e r Ind ian from 
Ihis w i g w a m , a n d turned h i s s q u a w and 
l i t t l e o n e s i n t o the w o o d s s h e l t e r l e s s ; 
t h a t he h a d ga thered a n d burned h i s 
brother's s t a n d i n g c o r n , a n d pul led up 
h i s fish s n a r e s ; and a s k e d w h a t shou ld 
b e d o n e t o t h e false brother w i t h a 
snake ' s h e a r t ? A n d t h e r e u p o n the 
brother a foresa id a g a i n s t w h o m all 
•these terr ible charges w e r e m a d e w a s 
f a l l e n u p o n i n m a k e - b e l i e v e p u n i s h 
m e n t , w h i c h wou ld h a v e been a n y t h i n g 
tout m a k e - b e l i e v e t o a n y b o d y b u t an 
i ron- framed squat-^tut—-we m e a n In
dian. H i s hear t w a s s u p p o s e d t o be 
cut o u t — a n d h i s s c a l p .to b e c u t off, 
and d ivers o t h e r p l e a s a n t d lver t l se -
m e n t s w e r e enacted u p o n h i s supposed , 
t o - b e suf fer ing body. 

"Who are these people?" inquired 
the lawyer. 

"WerV* answerea the land officer, 
*rfco wa* not green in the West, "I al
low that I don't know—but maybe if 
vou could Had some of the sauattere 
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w h o were here t o - d a y , t h e y perliap* 
mlfc-ht tell you ." 

"What do they m e a n b y this non
sense?" 

"Wall—It does l ook l ike n o n s e n s e 
stranger, that 's a fact , and here aga'.n 
I must a l l ow I can't say . B u t if you 1 
lust c lo se th i s h e r e bargain , I don't 
know a n y b o d y in t h e s e d i g g i n g s whc 
is more l ike ly to find out than you." 

"Is there n o force here t o protect an 
American c i t i zen?" 

"There's a heap of force t o For t In
dependence , a hundred m i l e s d o w n , but 
I reckon, s tranger , you've an i d e e ol 
bui ld ing barrarka for them o n t h e Big 
Muddy, where you are go ing t o buy, 
and to get them to ' l ist for l i fe?" 

The Indians were by this time seated 
In a knot, and chat ter ing i n a worse 
than P o t t a w a n t a m l e tongue o v e r a 
half barrel o f w h i s k e y . T w o youngei 
onee soon Joined t h e m with a split tree 
trunk, some fifteen feet In l e n g t h , and 
t h e whole group fe l l to work u p o n It 
preparing, w i th the ir k n i v e s and hat
chets , an e d g e a s if to c u t cheese. 
There was an odd t w i n k l e In Jonathan 
Hmlley's e y e s as t h e work proceeded. 
Mr Berry looked s a d . but still said 
noth ing 

"What Is t h a t ' " Inquired t h e lawyer. 
" W h y . " answered the land onVer . 

"that ' s what In these d i g g i n g s they call 
a rail; you come from the big set t le 
m e n t s , and what they call s u c h th ings 
lhar. I can't say " 

And now the culpr i t Indian was 
placed antrlde. and the rail raised upon 
the ahoiililern of the others , amid a 
t remendous w h o o p , hut certainly with 
rather more g e n t l e n e s s than would 
h a v e been d o n e In a bona fide transac
t ion. T h e y o u n g speculator ' s agent 
wai ted n o longer , but with a very ill 
grace res igned his bargain. 

T h e traxt w a s entered In t h e namea 
of Mr Berry and J o n a t h a n timiley. and 
the amateur Indians s u d d e n l y disap
peared. 

"Mr r n d e r w o o d ' "said Jonce, com
ing forward and offering his hand 

Henry I 'nderwood for It wan Indeed 
the Deacon's son . feared to do less than 
t a k e the offered hand, but declared at 
the same t ime that he could not recol
lect our hero. 

"Probably not ." said Jonce "It 's a 
long tltne s i n c e we met but perhap8 
you'l l r e m e m b e r Jonce Smi ley ." 

"Perfect ly , now." sa id I 'nderwood, 
"but It s tr ikes me you are In a lawless 
bus iness;" 

"Si lence, s tranger , on that Just n o w , 
nnd Just here If vou'l l tnke a w o o d 
man's Invite, you'll spend t h e n i g h f 
with us. and we'll tuIk it u l l o v e r a t our 
le isure " 

"Hut my m o n e y - - " 
"Is a great ileal Hdfcr here than It 

would be lu Ph i lade lph ia I'll unnwer 
for that with my life It Isn't a who le , 
s o m e i-oiinrry for ' h i e w s where Indians 
su»h as you've seen haunt the woods ." 

C H A P T K K VIII I 
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course do Deacon Abijah I ' t idenvood, 
and Pelt lah Perklnn, and Peltlah'a son 
John and the Iieacon's h a n d - m a i d e n 
Margaret The latter had become s>oIe 
and sufficient Bianagei C-MB of the 1 Jea-
con's househo ld , and a lways once n 
day. and s o m e t i m e s twice , at moru and 
e v e . the l>eacon. In hla fervid a n d , 
s o m e w h a t l engthy prayer, begged t h a t 
H e a v e n "would remember In mercy ttie 
majden. who w a s unto thine u n w o r t h y 
servant even a s a daughter ." N e v e r , 
w a s daughter m o r e d e v o t e d a n d g r a t e - ' 
ful. never was father more sincere a n d 
pure In his affection than was D e a c o n 
Abi jah I 'nderwood for our hero ine . I 
Perhaps he w a s the more attached to 
her because that his son Henry n o t 
only "hadn't s o m e h o w t h e faculty to 
seem to do. and to get a long l i k e s o m e 
folks. ' ' but w a s sadly deficient In re -
soect and k i n d n e s s for his parent : 
s e e m i n g to regard h im rather a s a 
bank, and himself , the son, as a direc
tor, who had the priv i lege of bowrrowing 
w h e n e v e r he could get It. and c h a r g 
ing the loan to "sundries " 

But the b igges t pond will after a 
w h i l e run dry. if there is a c o n t i n u a l 
ouf -golng . and n o In-running. By h i s 
e x p e n s e s whi l s t s tudy ing law, and h i s 
Increased e x p e n s e s whi le he profes sed 
to practise It in a t o w n near H a r d 
scrabble, Henry Underwood reduced h i s 
father's capaci ty to help him, unt i l t h e 
old grenlleman w a s hardly able to b - l p 
himself . T h e truth was that H e n r y 
had a great m a n y e x p e n s i v e a m u s e 
ments . In s u m m e r he rode on h o r s e 
back wi th t h e ladles . In winter he gx>t 
up large s l e i g h i n g parties . He was e x 
officio m a n a g e r o f c o u n t y bal ls , u n i o n 
balls, c ivi l bal ls , and mi l i tary b a i l s , a n d 
this , by the way , brings us to t h e heav
iest i tem of h i s i m m o d e r a t e e x p e n s e s . 
H e had taken & fancy that n o t h i n g 
could be c l everer than to be a so ld ier 
capta in , but a s h e s a w no very s u r e . 
short , or direct path t o such prefer
m e n t through a n y c h a n n e l then e x i s t 
ing, he d e t e r m i n e d to m a k e a path f o r 
a imse l f . to hew o u t a road t o t h e g lory , 
and walk i n t o it . H i s hewing , by t h e 
w a y . h e did not purpose t o do in a n y 
bloodthirs ty m a n n e r , but by t h e m o r e 
peaceable m o d e o f erec t ing a c o m p a n y 
of f a i r - w e a t h e r so ld iers from a m o n g 
the r o u g h m a t e r i a l e x i s t i n g in t h e t o w n 
where h i s office w a s s i t u a t e , and where , 
by a legal f ict ion, he wa s supposed t o 
pract i se law. A s he agreed to b e c o m e 
respons ib le for the e q u i p m e n t s of a l l 
w h o could n o t p a y "Just then," i t d i d 
not t a k e l o n g to p lace h i m at t h e head 
of t h e B u n g t o w n Jef ferson G u a r d s ; a n d 
n o w behold C a p t a i n H e n r y U n d e r w o o d 
at t h e very h e i g h t of h i s a m b i t i o n , o r 
der ing un i form dr i l l s o n c e every week, 
and quot id ian undres s exercises . N o t h 
ing e v e r w a s l i k e i t — t h e Capta in w a s 
in h i s g lory , and each i n d i v i d u a l vo l 
unteer so ld ier f e l t that t h e w h o l e des 
t i n i e s o f t h e Republ i c h a d now indeed 
begun t o press u p o n h i s shou lders . 

C a p t a i n U n d e r w o o d , w i t h the good o f 
h i s c o r p s at h e a r t , m a d e f requent v i s i t s 
t o the m e t r o p o l i s to learn fenc ing and 
tac t i c s , p u g i l i s m h a v i n g been a prior 
acquirement , a n d one o f h i s c lass i ca l 
s t u d i e s . W h i l e m e n t i o n i n g his a c c o m 
p l i s h m e n t s , i t i s proper a l s o t o s a y that 
h e w a s no p o o r v i o l i n i s t , a n d t h a t h e 
h a d a l s o a v e r y f a i r idea o f the a c c o m 
p l i s h m e n t of w r e s t l i n g . B u t n e i t h e r 
so ld i er ing , j u n k e t i n g , f e n c i n g , w r e s t 
l ing , n o r f iddl ing, m a d e t h e c o u n t r y 
people fancy h i m a n e x c e e d i n g l y good 
l a w y e r ; and w h e n h i s f a t h e r d i d send 
s o m e c a s e s t o h i m , and t h e Squire , h i s 
father 's friend, u n d e r t o o k t o t h r o w l a 
t h e C a p t a i n ' s w a y a p o r t i o n o f t h e 
pract ice w h i c h a g e induced h i m t o wish 
t o r e l i n q u i s h , t h a t prac t i ce f e l l in to 
hands already filled with swords, scab
bards fencing-foils and fjiddle-bows—• 

to say n o t h i n g of* the m i l l i n g g l o v e s , 
and the nlne-pin-ol ley bal l s . Of c o u r s e 
the cases f e l l through, or w e n t b y d e 
fault, c l ients fell off, a n d Captain Hen
ry I 'nderwood. Esq . , fell back m o r e 
frequently than ever , u p o n w h a t h e 
considered h i s ml Ii tary c h e s t , h i s fath
er's strong box. 

But. a s w e said before, t h e b i g g e s t 
pond, cont inual ly lowered w i t h o u t re 
fining, will run o u t . The Deacon a t 
last found h imse l f left w i t h but a f ew 
hundreds of ready cash in the w o r l d ; 
and this, on© day, h e placed in H e n r y ' s 
hands, s a y i n g , " N o w H e n r y , you've go t 
it a l l -It 's t h e prodiga l s o n ' s p o r t i o n , 
the least a n d the last. I 've told you 
afore, 'not a cent more do you get,* 
but whiile t h e r e w a s a n y t h i n g to take, 
you've s u c k e d it out of m e No w 
you've go t t h e w h o l e biting, y o u needn ' t 
come back t o the ket t le aga in ." 

"Hut, my dear father " 
"Dear your g r a n n y — d o n ' t try that 

wheedle, for it 's no manner o f use, now 
I tell you." 

"You m u s n ' t m i s u n d e r s t a n d m e . L 
don't warrt t o leave you dest i tute . S u r e 
ly th i s farm " 

"Oh, It a in' t mortgaged yet; and 
whi le I l ive I don't mean i t shal l be; 
and when I d ie . It depends upon your
self whether you g e t any of It to raise 
m o n e y on or not. You don' t ge t the 
whole , any h o w - J u s t r e m e m b e r that ; 
and two bites to a cherry i s qui te a 
smal l d iv i s ion . You've got your des
tiny and now I reckon you'l l h a v e to 
try whether you a r e to be a shif t less 
luut a s long a s you live or not!" 

Henry saw that his fa ther had told 
him the t r u t h ; and with m a n y protes
ta t ions of regret, a n d p r o m i s e s of am
endment he departed H i s J ig w a s up 
in that cewner of t h e world, and hence 
It happened that J o n c e and the reader 
have the pleasure af m e e t i n g h im at 
Herrysvil le . Let u s return to Hard-
si rabble, and to t>he very t i m e when 
Henry received h i s last donat ion , as 
a b o v e related. 

Pelt lah Perkins's son John had now 
g r o w n quite a man in his way. He 
could cut as big a s w a t h e with his 
s c y t h e , and drop and cover as m a n y 
pota toes a s a n y m a n In the t o w n s h i p ; 
nnd what perhaps, contr ibuted as m u h 
ID h i s own g o o d opinion of h i m s e l f as 
a l l the reat put together, he could take 
h i s morning dram, his e leven-o'c lock 
and h i s four-o'clock, vwth a pun icua l i . y 
y n e x c e e d e d He wa_8 about to enter 
t h e Ifceaiim's bar-n><>ni t o perform one 
!>ranch of ishls duty, w ne^ he u v e n e a d. 
t h r o u g h an o p e n window the conversa
t ion between farther and son . wh ich 
w e have g i v e n . As he stlrTenl up his I 
Santv -t'rooce. ae h e callPil It. he 
t h o u g h t t o hlniBelf. t w o bites t o a 
cherry not a bad nor a blighted one 
u j i l i e r Wonder tf I c a n t get my 
tee:h in on o n e side, s o m e h o w Mar
garet 1H not bad looking' at that in
stant she passed, anil mnlled in a s t o n 
i shment at what I'eltiah'H hopeful son 
Intended for a n affectionate leer he. of 
i<>iirse. mi s tak ing her look for a g lance 
of love reclprocatoi y "She looks as 
If she'd have me—but then aga in s h e 
might not there's n o k n o w i n g ' ' And 
h»- said aloud. "A leet le drop of Stough-
t.in's bitters fn here. Deacon . If y o u 
please ." 

The glass tossed off. Peltlah'a 
son went to meet Pe l t l ah the 
father On h i s way out he m e t Mar
garet, and honored her with another 
look, i n addi t ion to w h i c h he hazarded 
t h e remark, that It was fine " g r o w i n g 
w e a t h e r " "To grown fools '" Margaxet 
WHH tempted to add. but forbore T h e 
gir l had been at tacked wi th a t t e n t i o n s 
liv every y o u n g man In t o w n , IVItiah 
e x c e p t e d , and she perce ived from e x 
per ience In s u c h matters that he w a s 
ntmut to try h i s turn, -r>ut what led 
hitn to It. she could not i m a g i n e , Just 
then She had uniformly rejected a l l -
not that she w a s romant ic enough to 
s u p p o s e that s h e was k e e p i n g a true 
heart for Jonce, and that b e on his part 
w a s preserv ing a heart t o match, for 
her S h e had outgrown such chi ldish 
n o n s e n s e ; but a l t h o u g h ahe did not per
h a p s know It, his Idea] did fill her 
t h o u g h t s when s h e least f anc i ed It, that 
Is the abstract ideal of s u c h a man as 
J o n c e w o u l d be likely to m a k e — f o r h e r 
pract ical memory of him w a s a b o y 
w h o m e v e r y b o d y abused, w h i l e s h e , 
w h e n a child, loved a n d de fended h i m . 

Many days a n d many w e e k s indeed 
passed, during Which Pelt lah and h i s 
s o n John held frequent c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
on the subject o f John's projected a t 
t a c h m e n t . T h e y satisfied t h e m s e l v e s 
of the pecuniary adv-antagea of t h e 
s c h e m e . eouW It but be c o n s u m m a t e d , 
a n d the only s tudy w a s , h o w t o c o m 
mence the attack, and w h e t h e r t o 
m a k e t h e first demonstrat ion on t h e 
D e a c o n ' s blind s ide, o r that of h i s ward 
Margaret . An accident at l e n g t h decid
ed the plan of a campaign w h i c h h a d 
puzzled the two tacticians s o s e v e r e l y . 
M e a n w h i l e J o h n kept up h i s og l ing a t 
Margaret , and h i s s en tent ious p a s s i n g 
r e m a r k s , til l h e brought h e r fully t o 
the op in ion t h a t he wa s e x a c t l y t h e 
m o s t d i sagreeab le brute s h e h a d e v e r 
e n c o u n t e r e d . 

T h e r e came t o Hardscrabble , In a 
Bos ton paper, i n the shape of " E x t r a c t 
of a Letter from the W e s t , " an a c c o u n t 
of the frus trated speculat ion recorded 
In the p r e c e d i n g chapter. T h e wr i ter 
professed to be neutral , whi l e , i n fac t , 
he was o n e o f t h e very s p e c u l a t o r s f o i l 
ed by t h e s turdy squatters. T h e t h i n g 
w a s sa id to be done u n d e r t h e d irec 
t i o n of t w o desperate m e n , n a m e d 
J o n a t h a n S m i l e y , and B e r r y ; a n d 
the l e n g t h t o which L y n c h l a w w a s 
carried were represented t o b e equal 
to t h e l e n g t h of two ropes , o n e round 
the purchaser's neck, the o t h e r e n c i r 
c l i n g t h e carot id of the land officer, a c 
companied w i t h a threat t o r u n b o t h 
up, if t h e sale w a s not cance l l ed . T h e 
letter ended w i t h ah emphat i c query , 
"can o u r g o v e r n m e n t p e r m i t s u c h 
t h i n g s ? " The reader very wel l u n d e r 
s t a n d s t h a t n o "such t h i n g " occurred; 
and as t o what did then, a n d d o e s s t i l l 
happen, the o n l y remedy t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t h a s , i s t o defend b y l a w t h e 
c la ims w h i c h t h e pioneers o f t h e fores t 
o t h e r w i s e defend without. 

T h e Deacon ' s faith in J o n c e w a s c o n 
s iderably s h a k e n by t h i s h i g h l y -
wrought s tory; t i l l he c o n s u l t e d Mar
garet , a n d s h e sa id she shou ld b e l i e v e 

noth ing u n t i l Bhe heard the o t h e r aide 
—Capta in Underwood's n a m e being, b y 
the w a y , unment ioned In t h e l e t t e r -
rather a s i g n t h a t he did k n o w w h o 
wrote It, or that be did not! But Peltlah 
Perkins and his son John fattened each 
an Inch on the ribs at the narrative, 
and the wisdom of father and son de
cided that 'here was the very introduc
tion, to lout desired, to the jUftga Q£ 

Deacon* Underwood's "Margaret, by Pel
tlah Perkins's son John. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , that very e v e n i n g , after 
fami ly p r a y e r s a t the Deacon's , Mar
gare t w a s s truck a g h a s t by J o h n ' s a p 
parit ion. Hla hair laboriuos ly waxed 
d o w n , h i s boots well greased , h i s Sun
d a y - g o - t o - m e e t i n g - c o a t on, o f a week
day evening , a l l were s i gns indubi tab le 
of t h e p u r p o s e o f his visit . Margaret 
certa inly felt n o palpi tat ion o f the 
heart thereat , but she did fee l a pal
pitat ion o f the fingers, for s h e longed 
m o s t earnes t ly t o box his ears . The 
Deacon, a mal ic ious o ld rogue, sure 
that he s h o u l d leave his fr i end Pel
t lah'a hopeful in good hands , retired 
that n ight a full half hour ear l i er than 
his wont. 

Margare t ' s b lood boiled wi th indig
n a t i o n w h i l e J o h n recapi tu la ted , ag
gravated, and paraphrased t h e s tory o l 
the day. H e r thoughts ran back t o the 
t i m e at w h i c h Jonce left Hardscrabble 
y e a r s before, a n d the m e a n - s p i r i t e d lie 
told by t h i s s a m e John on that occa
s ion . S h e recollected too, h o w his 
father , at the occas iona l good reports 
w h i c h c a m e f r o m Jonce his absence, 
had s tr iven to contradict a n d annul 
t h e m ; and whi l e she could not trust 
her tongue to defend Jonce . had sne 
cared for J o h n ' s good op in ion , she 
long«d to h a v e hltn open the prelimi
nar ies of h i s bus iness that s h e might 
bring hla stay and h is hopes to a 
speedy period. But the crafty sultur 
had no Intent ion to g i v e her t h a t op
portunity. 

There came , at last, a pause i n the 
c o n v e r s a t i o n , or. rather, in J o h n ' s ma
l ic ious vo lub i l i ty , for Margaret had 
said nothing. S h e waited till out of all 
pa l l en te for h i m to say the word—but 
he wouldn. t. ' Btsautitul roses , them 
out there ," at laat he remarked 

"Beaut i fu l ." sa id Margaret. "Why 
can't you g o out and get me o n e , Mr. 
Perk i n s ? ' 

" N o w , h o w kind-a-co ld that Mister 
I s " sa id the lover. Say John , a n d L 
will ." 

. l>o then . J o h n , that's a g o o d fel
low!" 

The del ighted J o h n went out at three 
bounds, fully determined lo v e n t u r e oa 
a a la s as h e presented the flower. He 
gathered a handful , and s n a t c h e d a 
o lushlug p e o n ) by the way. but if he 
f o u n d no thorns on the bush, h e found 
one a t the door. It wa s shut , and 
rusteued, a n d h e on the wrong side, 
and wi thout his hat He heard Mag 
laugh at the open window. i 

' N o w . come, there I say." he said, ' 
advanc ing toward her this la up
w a r d s of c o n s i d e r a b l e too darned bad " 

She chucked h i s hat in his face, and 
H o s e d the w i n d o w . A m o m e n t after, 
be s a w her light in her . hdmber. He 
p icked up a s tone , hu' recol lect ing that 
there was n o J o n c e in town to lay the 
broken g lass to. contented himsel f with 
acc identa l ly breaking down Margaret's 
pet Burgundy rose bush wi th his 
i l u m s y heel, and went home w i t h the 
s t r i n g s of t h e bag to hold, and t w o fleag 
i n eu<_ h ear. 

C H A P T K R IX. 
Tt I s s o m e t i m e s the case that pollti* 

.•al machinery mice i l ever l ) set a go
i n g d o e s m o r e than the m o v e r s desire. 
S o fared it In relation to the case of 
the s e t t l e m e n t which we have d e n o m 
inated Berrysvi l le The knot of specu
la tors , who had decided that Herrvs-
vHie w a s to be the place in the c o u n t y , 
had procured by log-rol l ing" l e g i s l a 
t i v e lobby a c t i o n thereupon, the f o u n 
d a t i o n of t h e future county - sea t , and 
t h e y had e v e n mapped. l i thographed , 
" l o c a t e d " a n d "lotted" t h e Important 
e m b r y o c i t i e s upon the banks of the 
B i g Muddy. The papers in the A t l a n 

t i c d u e s , ed i tor ia l ly and by corre.-p nd-
e n t s , a c c i d e n t a l l y s tumbl ing upon the 
B i g Muddy, had elevated ' h e region in
t o a perfect elyBl'im. the tract of all 
tracts In t h e w h o l e wpstern c o u n t r y . 
E v e n the wes tern papers bad s o m e of 
t h e m played upon the same tune, there
u n t o moved by the wire-pul lers , unt i l 
a l l the world began very natura l ly to 
w o n d e r why th i s modern Eden w a s not 
s e t t l e d by s o m e b o d y . Nobody s u s p e c t 
e d , except t h o s e In the secret , t h a t 
n e a r l y all t h e requis i te preparat iona 
h a d been m a d e to throw the band i n t o 
t h e market . W e s a y nearly all, b e c a u s e 
t h e l i t t l e Item of purchas ing the tract 
w a s n o t quite completed w h e n t h o s e in 
t h e E a s t w h o t h o u g h t they o w n e d t h e 
g r o u n d were "quite ready" to se l l . T h e 
reader who h a s had pat ience t o f o l l o w 
u s t h u s far m a y imagine w h a t k i n d of 
a c h a n g e c a m e o v e r the spiri t of t h e i r 
d r e a m , when the n e w s of the d i s c o m 
fiture o f the ir a g e n t greeted the ir a s 
t o n i s h e d senses . 

In t h e first p lace they voted Qapt, 
H e n r y U n d e r w o o d , Esq.. a n ineff ic ient 
a n d c lumsy b u s i n e s s man. T h a t p e r 
h a p s w a s qu i t e true enough, but i n t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r c a s e he was cer ta in ly n o t 
t o b lame, though h e felt qui te a s m u c h 
mort i f icat ion as t h e y felt d i s a p p o i n t 
m e n t Perhaps h e felt rather m o r e . 
T h e s p e c u l a t o r s in the n e x t p lace r e 
so lved that Berrysvi l le , or B e r r y ' s 
S q u a t s h o u l d not be the c o u n t y s e a t ; 
t h a t it was a barren spot, o r w h e r e i t 
w a s n o t barren t h a t Its s o l e p r o d u c t s 
w e r e f e v e r a n d a g u e ; and a l t e r i n g a 
n a m e o r two o n the ir l i thographs , t h e y 
d e t e r m i n e d t o e l e v a t e another d i s t r i c t 
of country , a n d operate upon that, l e a v 
i n g our hero's l oca t ion in I t s p r i m i t i v e 
o b s c u r i t y and wor th lessness . A n d a l l 
s e r v i c e s in t h e premises f r o m H e n r y 
U n d e r w o o d t h e y m o s t peremptor i ly a n d 
con / tumel ious ly decl ined, n o t w i t h s t a n d 
i n g t h a t he w a s upon t h e spot , a n d 
r e a d y t o serve . A n o t h e r a n d a s h r e w d 
er a g e n t wa s s e n t out , but w h a t h e d i d , 
a s it f e l l on a n o t h e r tract, i t is u n n e c 
e s s a r y f o r u s t o part icular ize , f u r t h e r 
t h a n it wil l inc identa l ly appear i n t h e 
c o u r s e o f the s tory . 

P e n d i n g t h e s e e v e n t s , H e n r y U n d e r 
w o o d r e m a i n e d a t Berrysvi l le , t h e 
g u e s t , h e sa id , of Mr. Berry, though h e 
w a s In f a c t to l era ted only a s the g u e s t 
of J o n a t h a n S m i l e y , His pride, h o w 
e v e r , w o u l d not permit him t o a c 
k n o w l e d g e J o n c e a t al l in that r e l a 
t i o n , a n d he w o r k e d very hard t o o b 
t a i n a r e c o g n i t i o n o f himself, i n t h e 
e m i g r a n t ' s f a m i l y , a s Berry's equal a n d 
J o n c e ' s super ior . I n this, h o w e v e r , h e 
c o u l d n o t m a k e m u o h headway, a s B e r 
ry , now old, l o o k e d up (credit i t n o t 
to Hardscrabb le ! ) t o Jonce S m i l e y , t h e 
footbal l o f his n a t i v e town. J o n c e w a s 
Indeed t h e r e i g n i n g monarch , and m u c h 
to o u r m i l i t a r y l ega l friend's d i s c o m 
fort did this f a c t f o r c e itself u p o n h i s 
perceptions. And further, he made the 
disagreeable discovery that he was not 
at all appreciated by Berry and his 
few neighbors—that hie advice was 
never asked, and given unasked, teas 

not listened to, much less heeded; thai; 
his society w i s never sought , a n d that , 
intruded unsought , i t met with n o m o r e 
e a g e r recept ion than his advice . Great 
c i t i e s they say 'Hake the n o n s e n s e o u t 
of a man." Great f o r e s t s are n o l e s s 
efficacious as vani ty e x t r a c t o r s ; a n d 
Captain Henry Underwood , of the 
B u n g t o w n Jefferson Guards , and of the 
Eastern Bar. Esq. , was, in t h e m o r e 
Jeffersonian w e s t e r n woo-dB, n o t on ly 
tac i t ly voted a s "of no account ," but 
pre t ty d i s t inc t ly m a d e t o feel "just 
that way." 

O n e day, J o n a t h a n Smi l ey , in t h e 
goodness of h i s heart , s a i d to Under 
wood,—"Tel l 'ye what, H e n r y — I ' m 
s o r r y you were so powerful ly d i sap
pointed about this land. Here's w h a t 
I'll d o — s a y you want it, a n d Berry a n d 
I'll squeeze o a t enough f a r y o u a n y 
h o w . " 

"Mr, S m i l e y , " sa id the other, " y o u 
h a v e formed a n e x c e e d i n g l y wild o v e r 
es t imate o f th i s country. I can't buy 
—it i s not worth m y whi l e—but I a m 
q u i t e obliged .never the les s . I sha l l 
l e a v e you in a shor t t i m e , and m i g h t 
be ready t o help you to a much better 
bargain, i f you had not c h o s e n t o e m 
bark all y o u are worth in this ine l i g i 
ble dis tr ict ." 

"Eb-hem," t h o u g h t J c n c e — "sour 
grapes , I d o a l low." But h e said n o t h 
ing. It h o w e v e r s o happened t h a t i n 
a v e r y few days , J o n c e and Berry were 
as ton i shed at U n d e r w o o d ' s no t o n l y 
c la iming t h e offer he had o n c e rejected, 
but s h o w i n g an earnest des ire for much 
more land, than, under a n y c i r c u m 
stances , t h e y woii id have been w i l l i n g 
to g i v e him. T h e matter w a s taken u n 
der a d v i s e m e n t ; and the answer re 
turned was a sufficient l e s son t o Un
derwood, that there Is a t ide In land 
purchases, as wel l a s in o>ther affairs 
of m e n . H e was compel led to take one-
half o f what he m i g h t h a v e had In the 
first instance , a n d t h a t also, upon terms 
not quite a s good. J o n c e had had, in 
early youth, th i s t les e n o u g h to chew 
:o <-ut his e y e tee th , a n a Captain Henry 
1 nderwood took the land upon the 
terms proposed to h im. F o r t h w i t h the 
ready ass is tance of the m e n in t h e set 
t l e m e n t erected him a cabin—and now 
happened t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e first 
l a w y e r In Berrysv i l l e . 
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