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This Centre,

was

c¢ity. Rumor now says that it

but two persons were present.

Comgagollier Coler, T

these was the Repub.ican .awyer whe
secured for the Ramapo company the
right of eminent domain, and the otn-
er a very prominent leader in Tam-
many Hall. However this may be, it
is true that the scheme 18 one sag vast
and far-reaching that it puts into the
shade every other attempt of the kind
to extract money from the treasury
of the city.
The Price Has Been Halsed.

The papers have discuvered that fif-
tesn years ago the same company of-
fered to furnish water for the city at
$63 per milllon gallons, and that now
the price is $70. The added .nforma-

tion is given that at the time the
proposition was made to furnish the
water for $53 per million zallons, the
officers of the company intimated that
@ lower price might be X.ven. 'ne
seimple contract for the furnishing of
the water to the city {8 only a small
part of the job which the men behind
the scheme had in view when the res-
olution was Introduced. ‘I'he resolu-
tion provides for a much h gher pres-

NOTES FROM GOTHAM|
PROPOSED CONTRACT WITH RAMPOQ

It is Far Reachiag n Its Effects - Accomod-
{.ations For the Dewey Festivitiaa— A Lucky
Ex-Secretary of War Return of Trade te

The magnitude of the job which it
attempted to put through the
Board of Public Improvement recentiy,
has but just dawned upon the peopie,
and .n the clear, bright sunl:ight of pub-
licity which the press or tne city 1s,{rom the sections in which they live
pouring upon the scheme, it shows off Their letters are eent there instead ot
as one of the most g.gantic schemes' (O
ever concocted in this or any other Mmade there.
all the men they want to mest are going
started at a luncheon party at which in and out.
One o1t "It 1s a busler place than tthe Stock Ex-

irn the methods of gotting buyer and
seller together.
The Season.

“The buyuis” “‘season’ in New York ta
row practitaliy lismited to June, July
and August. Instead of being ecatter-
ed around the hotels and trusting 1o
chance meotings to know who is ip
town, the visitors have a meeting place
im the rooms of the Merchants” Asso-
ciation, right in the heart of the dry
goods district. T here twoe or thre.
hundred of them rmeet every morning
at this time of the year, read the pa.
pers, the trades journals in which tne-
,are interested, and the newspapers

their hotels. Appointments are
All day long buyers fnd

At this season of the yeaz

change.
i For some sections of the country
'the association has arranged for re-
duced rates for buyers durlng three
months. but less than one-halt of the
,lru\. ers who come here are able to take
Iad»ama,ge of that reduction, or even
"take it into consideration They have
lea-ned to come to New York because
‘M is the only place to buy novellles
.“hile they are new and styles while
they are stylish.
. The Toadst ool Neason.

This {s the toadstool season, and al-

of buying lor the oniside market -p.ﬁ“

LN

USES WHICH THIS SEEMINGLY WASTE
LAND IS PUT TO.

Peaple Formerly 3iade a biving krom
Thote Marshes—Hew the Grasses Are
Now Cut—Haorses Are Shed With Planke
to Keep Them Frem Mnking.

To those who travel across them by
rail either on occasional trips or regu-
larly &lter the manner of commuters,
-he marshes between Jersey City and
Newark, known as the “Jersey sead-
ows."” seem nothing more than a vast
area of low-lylng, quakipg morase
brine scaked overgrown with coarse
grasses, reeds and cattails, and serv-
'ng no usecful purpose whatever—an
atterly waste territory.

Yet in the past these meadows have
been of greft importance to Lhe State
of New Jertey. They have peen sur-
veyed and mapped under State author-
ity with greatsr frequebcy than &l-
most any other similar area wrthin its
ooundaries; their {improvemem: &and
oruper managemen{ have been the
ends sought by more than 400 State
laws. the first of which was enacted
'n 1597,

Some Obsatacles.

One of the greatest present obstacles
o any concerted meadow reclamation

ready a number of cases of poisoning
_through mistaking the deadly rungusI
for mushrooms have been reported in°
sod near New York Philip Cheer.i]
{oreman of the Manhattan Copper
works at Etzabeth, N J., 1s dy.ng u|
the consequence of eating two qQuartsg
of toadstools, believing them to be,
mushrooms How anyone could take
the risk of consuming such a guanti-
ty of anything that evenm, by the re-
moest possibility, could be poisonous
is not easily understood. There are
some var.etles of toadstools that re-
serm ble mushrooms so closely, that tne
lay man eannot tell onefrom the other.
T here is anofher su;e test N
to eat them. If they are mushrooms,'
you live. If toadstools, you do not
Tho Meat Trust.

Thess are greal days for the wvege-
tarian. It matters nothing to bim
whether it {8 the Meat Trust or the
sscarcity of catfle .n Western plaing
that 18 responsible for an increase of
five cents a powurnd {m the priece of por-
terhouss steaks. and almost any cost
for prime cuts of beef and mutton.
He can eat potatoes, corn and cabbage
and laugik at the butchers. But the

"long asd
! while In many instances

movement {3 furnished by the form
taken by those old-time allotments.
Within certain bounds every eottler
wus allowed to designate the location
and shape of his meadow patch, and
the result was that some took trian-
gles, some squaras, Rome tracts of ir-
‘egular shape and some perallelograme,
One allotment was more than a mile
carrespondingly wnarrow,
there were
areas between tracts tliat no one took
ap at all. T.dsy no man ilving is able
to trace the ownership of much of the
meadow property, nor are there any
records from which clear titles may
aver be derlved.

exreumstuces Is ducidetn; tongh o
‘ng tof the intense heut of the gua- |
mer, the raw, damp colft of the win-} &
ter. and the enormous ferocity of the .m““‘
mosquitoes in the season. S, Howall] °
dones. of Newark, who hay made &
cloger study of the meadows than any|
other living man, aays that asiGe from | thers
dockkespers, factory watchmen ang
the like not half a doxen persons are
living on the meadows to-day. The
last cutiaw Gisappeared three or four]
yeara ago. FHFe occupled a hut built
of odds and ends and grass. so located]
among wide and deep ditches that iy
could be approached from three direc.
tions only. He was suspected of many
thefts and his arrest was often «t-
tempted, but he always managed to es
cape. Peozsibly he was only crasy angd
not a criminal: no one was ever cer-
tain that he stole, but he was anspect-
ed, hecause no one could understand
how he lived without stealing,
YA Legond,

Despite the present genera] deser-
tion of the meadows they formerly
were {requented to such an extent that
every ditch and every creek wans
named and ths names are perpetuated
on Mr. Janes’s maps. Each of the
names had a reason. of course, “Ned'a
Diteh” being so called from an In-.
dian, “Whesler Creek” from & famlily,
and so on. The name of Black Stake
Creek has a less commonplace origin.
It i not far from the line between
Elizabeth and Newark. and. the story
goes, a slave ship, commanded by Cap.
tain Baldwin, anchored near {ts mouth
one day in the middle of the eigh-
teenth century. Baldwin had suffered
much anboyapce from mutinous ne.
gro captives on the voyage {rom Afri-
ca and his object in anchoripg there
was to punish the ringleader adequats.
ly. He took the poor wretch ashore,
stretched him naked on the ground,
with his face to the aky, extended his
arms end legs, and then tied them
with rawhide thougs to lour gresn
chestnut stakes. Thers the negro was
left without food or water till he dle,
His tortures must have baen atroaioua.
For days his shrieks and criea for help
were heard by passers, but none dared
to ald him, for the brutal captais’s

by
and meir strengih Ionkin: and looks
ing. They were almost exhausied
when they happened upon & - houss -
where the firat floor consisted of o Jong
narrow receptiom hall in front. and ayn
equally long, gloome, high celiimred
parior at the back, At the sli® was an
immense white marble -mantel and
grate. A bay window #illed wp xhe
back end. axcept for two tuy cormer
closets with mirzor panels jn the doam
and there was & alde dpor, -~

The farnishings ot the ack parlor
comeisted only of & olg folding oed
and & high cbiflonie . a stulled easy

chad® and a amall cam hottomed chair.
'I‘he floor was covered with a fine mat
ting? of no particular shade.

Onse girl dropped into the saay chalr.
and exclaimed, “What & bamn? Wiy,
it is blg enocugh fur two or thres
roomse. You could put a whole house :
in here gnd Jose .

Ag ehe apoke, however, her: xvlenﬁ’:
eyes spatklied, and she mald, “That’s
Juat it Xt ia big cnough for two mom
and a little hall at loast.™

Then she began pacing the width nt
the room, and the length, and, iocat- (.=
ing ths two chandsliers. begmn pao--
ing again in varlous ditections, pae. '
allal to the walls &nd in dlmmal die h
gections, until her friemd lLogan t@
think she had lost her mind, ‘

Am she stood looking upward as il‘
she wers atar gasing the first one 504d;

~%Aze you thinking of reuiliing vw 3 i

reom {nto & hous and srecting a G
ond nturrt I ami sure there iz planty
or room for two floors, the: mmnn L hy
s0 harribly high.” ;&‘

“Why, that is just the th!m ';‘hng. g
to my plan, We wiil divide the foom

nﬁie; of $i0;
Aroand {
@aa ‘h&lﬁ
apder -Eh
wall ia
iron pak
The

they b

awr, mérdown. Ko

:iekda

vegsel was &til]l anchared near. and he
threatened dreadful punishment %o any
one who should thwart his Jdeaign.
The legend runs that the stakes,
blackened by time and meadow fires.
remalned intact and erect for a full

you agkin,” was the veply, "Do;
know thlt you have ;wm e two ek~
tremely valuable jdeast Just Ustwn B
up, &3 YOU sy, into ¢ leant-{wo osey. h
fooms and a Mitke hall and bring thess ;m’
terrible cellings down by putting &

half century afier the negro's mher- false cellings, and it's jus*~hs im ‘u vy,
able death. rolling off s !0[." : ima ,} iy % .
Cutting the Grass, *“Thore Arée'two chgnaauu :m& thy v " m.,‘

room {8 long emough “Tar two. Yoo,
and wo will havs it divided, not with

Thy Thieome i ﬂm & M mw
They still cut some black grass over Yhe gqxﬂ.ﬂ
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sure upon the mains, and to success-

fully carry this pressure it would be
new

Decessary for the city to lay

mains in most of the streets, and thou-

aands of houses would also have to

be newly piped. Burely here s a job

in which untold millions are invelved.
The Cities Hands Tied.

The ex(use for the cont.act with a pri-
wvale corporation 18 thal the cily . .Bt
have an {ncrease supply of water, and
tha! under the operations of the con-
stitutional debt llmitation, it carnot
issue any more bonds for this purpose.
It i3 alleged that resort must, there-
fore, be had to the facil ties afforded
by this private corporation. But fuller
investigation reveals the fact that the
Ramapo company cannot furnish °ny
asuch quantity of water as 200,000.000
gallons per day, that 1{s pure and
wholesome, and {t 1s doubtful if it can
furnish any which will stand the iest
of the scientists who have been called
in. Comnptroller Coler appears to be
the only official who is8 vigorously
fighting this job, and it looks as iIf he
will mmake a name for himself which
will place him very prominently befre
the people next year. A temporary in-
junction has been granted restraining
the making of the contract.

Dewey Celebration.

Yith the Dewey festivities fixed for
Sep\mber 28 persons out O
town are already writing for hotel
room, and the hotel men are getting
ready for the accommodation of the
multitude of hungry and tired sight-
seers that will surely descend wupon
them. How many visitors, in addition
to her own great population, can New
York sheiter and feed? The only pub.
lic celebration in New Yo 'k that can-
be compared with the Dewey reception
was the Columbian commemoration 1n'
1893. It is estimated that there were
at least one million strangers in the
city on the third and great day of:
that event, and that at least half
that number found shelter here over
might. The local hotel men worked
together at that time and hawmdled the
emorgency without difficulty. ‘Weelke
before the event they had compiled a
list of householders in the vicinitles
closs to ths various hotels who wishea
to rent rooms witheut board, and they
communiceted with these household-
ers. Then, to save hotsl clerks the
bother of looking affer utside details
they opened a centra! barean in Union
8quare, where persons crowded out of

holst to meat
Indifferent thing to thousands of poor

New York. It was hard enough to get
meat every day before the increase in
prices, and it was only by buying the
scraps and odds and onds that many
mothers were able to glve theln Ifttle
ones flesh diet. The advance means no
meat for dinner In  many nan  litle
household on the Eastside. Notw th-
standing the proposition of the retafl
dealers to keep *he advance from
touching the cheaper kinds of meat the
price was too high for the slender
purse of many a careworn woman. and
her fami'y had to do the’ best it could
on brend or vogetables. “Chuck.’
“round’ and *“<oup’’ meats are the
viands sold in large quantitles in the
downtown markets and by the butch.
ers In poor nelghborhooda, but when
it wars announced brusquely that they
had gone up from two to four cemts n
pound the prospective buyer looked
douhtnl and in manv cases retired
without buying anything.
l Dan Larnont.

I ran across Dan Lamont the otter
day in Wall street. He was walking
slowly along snapping his fingers and

; thumbs. wearing a rather sghabby,
rusty-brown sack sult of summer
clothes, a straw hat that needed the at-
‘ tenfion of the cleaner, shoes of tan
 that would have looked smarter after
a polishing, and an altogether ind.f--
fer air. I have often wondered why
his pictures represent him with a black

|

Daniel Lamont.

the hotels were sent and quarters se- |
lected for them according to their,
tdeas of economy and convenience. l
The same plan will be carrid out at
the Dewey celebration.

¢ The Buyers are Here.

Never in the commercial history of
this city have there been so miny buy-
ors from all parts of the country as
there are this seagson. Never before
have these buyers had so much money
to spend. Never have the merchants
of the elty had greater assurance that
the dominant note of tradesmen
throughout the Uniteqd States is Pros
perity, with a big “p*

This great influx of buyers Is rot a
mere matter of chance. It ig the result
of a four years’ eampalgm of educstion
by the Merchants’ Association of New
York, which includes many of the most
prominent busingas men in the ecity,

than he was themn as the pupil of Dan.

ebrity )—At last. 12 hos come—at last!
Not & single parsgraph about me in
any of tho m tlm mntnc.«-

. ia décidedly reddish.
f he didn't
Itept or not. Lucky young man!
retary of War!

Northern Pacific!
corporations! Milllonatre!

his 1}tle envelope every Ssturday af-'
ternoon from Cashier Nolan as regu-
larly as the week came round. And !
doubt if Dan & much happler now

tel Manning.

The Bitterneas of It.
Vife of Hig Bonom-—-Socratio. dur-
est, what 1s thematter.
Mr 8. Welled Hedd (a literary cel-

In Shree w 4 coniplete transforma.

m«%mw&m Panch,

prices {8 not such an"

families in the tenement dietricts of

"acre for thelr
‘bundings stand upon them, and that is

lthe 20,000 meadow acres that natural-
i1y bear good black grass would be
r worth $1,000,000 to-day.

Py  formerly was used extensively
strewing on the floors of stage coacheg
‘and omnibuses, for packing purposcs
and by iron founders.
aund sold in
| packing, though mostly driven out by
1 “excelsior” and sawdust, but its otther

mustache, for his upper lip covering useg have been discontinued forever.

Dan appears a! Its use by iron founders was rather
care whether school curious.
Bec-| popes” ang made them the basls of
Vice-President of the the cords im cylindrical castinga, cov-

Director of many' ering the outside of the ropas With
I knew!clay.
him well when be worked for $15 per | would resist the heat of melted iron
on the old Albany Argus, and he did admirably, but the hay rope wonld
his work comsclenticusly and recelved burn out, of course, leaving the clhay
porous and with a big hole through
the centre.
broken out of the casting after it had
covled.
hay and clay has ever been discovered,
but clay Is mucth more costly now than
formerly, and the cores used at pres
ent are of iron and sand.

pérs contain  Sensatio
! Loutluws living on’ the meadows, Some | .
of ‘these storiw- ‘hive heen true, buff
most of thy
Waw ﬂtc

Gathering Margh Hay,

Naturally, though 1he hardy get-
tlers recked little of the troubles that .
might come to their descendants
throuxh mixed-up titles, dut made the
best use 0f the black grass they could,
pasturing a part of it and cotting the
remuinder. And, while there
mighty few Jerseymen to-day wno
would dare attempt self-support on
meadow land, there were then many
larmers nearly all of whose meat came
from cattle fattened on black grass;
whose milch cows fed upon black
grass: whose drabight horess and oxen
ate it the year round., and much of
whose clothing anfl other necessities
were bought with money got by selling
the hay.

It was fbrtunate for their regular
occupation of fmproving the uplands
that the black grase required atten-
tion only at haying time. It was by
all odds the buslest season #f the year
for the meadow—holders; nearly every
man able to swihg a scythe turned out,
and for days the meadows talrly
swarmed with industrious, athletic
Yankees, who mowed and drank rum.
told storles and fought mosquitoes
with the energy and enthusiasm that
have always characterized American
ploneers im all parts of the land.
There are ploenty of Newarkers now
living who can rememher when the
meadows were dotted every August
| with long rows of little ricks of black
grass hay, and in many shore locali?
tmes it is a standard crop to this fay.
There are meadowlands Ir Staten Isi-
and Sound ylelding black grass that
are still cut over every year at a profit
that warrants a wvaluation of $50 an
territory, though uo

a higher rate than Jersey farm land
would fetch on the average if placed
on gale. Mesasured by that standard,

The flne salt hay of the meadows
for

It is still cut
limited quantities for

on the meadows, but only s fow acres,
This 1s the fault of the rallroads,
Black grass flourishes only where the
tide can ebb and flow with reguiarity
| about its roots, and thls has  been]
stopped by the embankments of the
steel highways that now orsg-tross
) the pongy plain in a1 directions. You
would hardly think it probable, dut
| most of the meadow mowing i» done:
oow with machines and not scythes,
thoogh special appliances have to e
devised to make machine mowing
' possible, The troubls {8 mot
| with  the 1machines, but with
' the horaes. To prevent miring they
"have to be shod with broad, platter-
., ke wooden shoss, which are faxtened-
"to thelr hoofs with iron bands,

The Fiddler Crabs.

Aside from water snakes, which
abound there in great numbers, and
muskrats, which live on the river
banks and ooccasionsally destroy the
dykes, the chie! i{nhabitanis of {he
meadows to-day are fiddler crabs, |
meadow mice snd owls. The fiddler
crabs are millfons in pumber and
they undoubtedly do a good deal to
prevent the rapid formation of soll
from deposits of mud. for their bure
rowings literally honey-comb the en=
tire mora.sail ‘the wedvow filce wmie for it I mchat of
& race pecullar

p to such localities, and | Proni -thess squny

h portlern at the e

an ugly partitfons, dut arsimtion}ly dme: -
cheaply ke somathing 1 mxw {1 8 4eR.
dio onoe, “The. mklmt, writh - the by o
window aad two miriors,. aud militet! ,
and grate, will Baronz piitor, Wad we | hy “1a
will diave 1t a1l flnshed In greed snd’ moct
white. Just {n thé middle of the JooE The
wal]l wa-will rxn’ s partition um»
Tor ahout twalve foot, panelled, HhL Ik
plain white pine. ' It will e only Abomt | > -8
five fast high, with & nioliXing mroynd |’
the top., Then ft will rum toward the) °
front door (lucky that door is In the] - .
cornerl), Jeaving & spaosfor » st of,
little hnllway entrance tn our patioh. mnm
“Then wa.will qrect a post from-she, ok,
corner of the pariition so bhat:3t willy
etatid up five or six feat Righer, Mf*
then Tun & bir fcross to:thw'slde Wil
straight above: the partitio :
other to the front mnd thi

z W{’
N AN v!d«“c e o-vw

Thers Rra many Myloa 1. ey
mhﬂﬁl‘h&tWMM
,,:ﬁmmumnm

‘wm ﬁ

parlor to makse it ike the aoorn{
the cupboards or olmm JTha

or n bookcass vdﬁx oper shely
“Now, this pine can sl be

foremt. green, or we
of white emmat on tl

roomi gresn, - We must At

_ between the two

“We can hive &
and paint 1t white
oup own tmnhmm
backe. . -We-cAlt hrys
that panelled partition;
grate fire, and put our-
on this matting, and
| much furniture to mak !
: “‘Wo dan brake that '

A Marsh Fisherman,

their nests, built in the reeds from & }
few inches to a foot above the Mth-,i'

tide level, are woven as cleverly and |
strongly as the best built bird's nest
Whether the snakes devour them is &
question; that they are the prey of:the § 4y Fniukin
owls is certain. These birds are #%-. i,. dafk.’ artdt
ceodingly numerous «di the meadows, } for of oirs, an

C SNghtnt we Toak
- *Yes, wo might. s

They twisted it Into "hay

Properly prepared the latter

Thus it was. easily

No core superior to that of

Meandow Inha‘bhunu.
Bvery otice in s 1o the newspa-
1 stories of

the worst to be found: anywhere on | 8tdund it
the footstool with the possible excep- | Ehe

tion of. one or two lacalities on Long' | 488
Island’s north shors,
consumption of tabulous quantities ot
the sort of whi:%xr known a8 IMW
lighining to ensble a

haymaker to persist In & whole dﬂ:’j 3¢, - Ang don't
work simong the swarmiig,, sing
stinging pests, and ‘heaides drlnki’
much whiskey Ms in fraquently obilg
to swathe his: wetk and jowls wi
cloth for yrotective erpm Mes

though not often seen becauge of their |
night-time hubits. Where they nest 3;{:, m:%’;:lzf
and stay daytimes is a mystery. No ‘

one has heard of the finding of an ..,

owl’'s home on the meadows.

Mome of the Mosguitoes.

The Jersey mesdow mosquitoes aré tn}rror m tht; :l i

It requives tha:

pictitio
meadow 0, 1ts fo

‘san hawe & ted
-that greon barrdd:q
Partitton and roi it
pmning jnto thellty

have  been

1

mm msmu )'




