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KITTY NEIL.

The following poem, entitled *“Kitty
Nell” is by one of the sweetest and
truest of Irish poets, Denis Florence
MacCarthy. Observe with what tideh
Ity the poet has pictured one of the
brightest and mest characteristic
scenes in Irish life—a country dance
Neor does the author fail to strike oft
in Rke i1ast verse of tha poem an ex-
ample of the extravagant hyperboles
which an Irishman will use when the
madness of love has tully warmed the
surrent of his veins

No one can surely fail to appreciate
every Hme of this beautiful lyric:

“Ah! sweet Kitty Neil,
your wheel,
Your neat little foot
from spinning;
Come, trtp down with me to the syc-

amore tree,
Half the parish is there. and the darce
is beginning.

rise up fromr

will be weary

The sun is gone down,
harvest moon

Shines sweetly and cool on the dew
whitened wvalley:

While all the air rings with the soft
loving thingy,

Each little bird sings in the greer
shaded valley.”

but the ful

With & blush and a smile Kitty rose
up the while,

Her eye in the glaes, as she bound ho
hair, glancing;

Tis bard to refuse when a ynung
lover sues,

Bo ahe couldn’t but choose to go of
to the dancing.

And new on the green the glad troon
are seen,

Bach gay-hearted lad with the last
af his choosing;

And Pat without fail, leads Sut sweet
Kitty Neil,

Bomehow when he asked,
thought of refusing.

she ne'a

Now Fellx Magee puts his pipe to hit
knee,

Amnd with flourish eo free sets eact
oouple in motion;

With a cheer and a bound,
patter the ground;

The maids move around just ik
swans on théd ocean.

the lad:

Oheeks bright as the rose, feet lighi
as the doe's

Now coyly retiring, now bold]y ad
vancing;

Bearch the world all around rrom T he
gky to the ground,

No such sight can be found as au Irist
1ass dancing.

Sweet Kate, who could view vow
bright eyes of deep bhlus,

Beaming humidly through their dark
Iashes so mildly,

Your falr-turned arm, heaving hroast
rounded form,

Nor feel hir heart warm, and hi
pulses throb wildly? R

Young Pat feels his theart, as he
gazes, depart,

S8ubdued by the amart of such painful
yet sweet love;

The sight lraves his eye, as he c:'es
with a sigh,

“Dance light, for my heart it !les un.
der your feet, love.”

HOLY WATER.

The use of holy water for religious
purposes I8 very ancient. It is older
than Christianity, for it began in °he
0Old l.aw. God himself is the ipstitu-
tor of it. He gave command to Moses
and Aaron about the “water of asper.
slon,” and told them to put “in a most
olean place” the ashes of 'the cow
burned for sin:” ““And they shall
take of the ashes of the burning, and
of the sin-offering, and shall pour tiv-
ing waters upon them {nto a wvessel.”
{Num. XIX.) By the sprinkling of
this water all “defiled” or “unclean”
persons were to be ‘“purified.” “He
that touchest the corpse of a man,
and 18 therefore unclean seven days,
shall be sprinkled with this water on
the third day and on the seventh, and
50 shall be cleansed.” (Num. XIiX.)
And not only guch persons were to be
gprinkled with this water, but also
their dwellings, furniture, etc. “And
a man that is clean shall dip hyssop
in it, and shall sprinkle therein all
the tent, and all the furniture, and all
the men that are defiled.” (Num. X1X.)
Bo important was this eprinkling that
anyone defiled ‘““and not sprinkled with
this mixture, shall profane the taber-
ancle of the Lord, and shall perish out
of Israel, because he was not sprinkled
with the water of explaticn.” (Num.
XIX, 13.) 1In certain public ceremon-
fes ‘‘the priest shall take holy water
In an earthen vessel,” ete. (Nuam. V.
17.) In many other places of the Old
Testament the aprinkling of water as
g religious rite is mentioned.

Hence, the use of holy water in the
Cdtholic Church comes to us with all
that in Its favor which we read of in
the Qld Testament. It still signifies
cleansing or purifying as did all the
ablutions commanded by God in the
Olid Law down to and including the
baptism in the Jordan given by John
the Baptiet. For this same purposs

our t.oﬂ H‘imolf uead w:tor !n wuu.

King of uncbnguerabls

ing the teet o his Aposties the night
of the Last Supper; and he made bap-
tlem of water a condition necessary 1o
salvation: “unless a man be Lorn
again of water, he canuot enter ihe
kingdom ef heaven.” (John HI. &)
Holv water, as used in tlye Church
at presenl. has been used through «ll
the centurien back to the diys of the
Aposties, and is mentioned in ‘he
**Apostolle Constituiicns.  Pope Alex.
ap'ter who died ir +* - ERLN
firmed this Apostolic tradition by hts
pontifical decree. He &ays: "‘We bles:
salt and water for the people, that all

who may be spriakied therewith may
ve cleansed and saactiflied.” St. Justin
the Martyr, who died in :he year 163,
says, in his Apology, that tha faithtul
i his time were sprinkled with holy
water every Sunday in their assem-
bliess. We find it spoken of in the
writings of St. Cyprian in the third
Yentury, of St. Basil in the fourth. of
3t. Jeroms in the fifth, of St. Gregory
'he Great in the &ixth, etc

Holy water is one of the “"sacramen-
tals” of the Church. Sacramentals a-e
‘things made sacred by religious rite ™
All religious rites and all sacred things
ised in administering the sacraments
wre sacramentals: e. g, holy olls,
chrism, blessed sall. holy water. :he
sign of the cross, ete.

SBacramentals differ from the sdcra-
ments becaunss (1) Christ Himself in-
stituted the Sacraments, whereas it
was the Church, in the exercise of the
authority He gave her, thar tmstituted
the sacramentals; because (2] ‘the
sacraments of themselves infallibly
~onfer that particular grace which
Thrist attagched to each of them, and
which he promised to those who re-
ceive them worthily; but the sacra-
mentals do not confer, but obtaln
@race, as prayer does. They who pi-
susly use them have great advantages
from them. They excite plety, ana
thereby cause the remission of venial
sins. They also cause the remission
of tempora! punishments due to sin.
They put to flight and restrain the
power of demons tempting us. Be,
sides, they obtain bodily health and
other temporal dbenefits. These bleas-
ings and benefits follow as the effect
of the prayers of ths Church, usedin
blessing and consecrating the sacra-
ls cecetved with thanksgiving. For
it is sanctified by the word of God
and prayer.” {(I. Tim. IV. 4-6.)

Cleansing or purifying is not the on-
1y significationlattached to the eprinki.
Ing of holy waber, it also signifies the
fruitfulngss and revival or renewal
of life. {Watered by ralins. the earth
brings Porth each year, .4n newnems of
Iife, its flowers and fruits. Hence the
Church, in her funeral service,
sprinkles!the dead bodies of .her chil-
dren to signify her faith in their res-
arrection. to show that they shall
come forth,agaln from the earth {to
new life.

In biessing water, the priest, as the
minister of the Church, first blesses
salt which he afterwards casts 1nto
the water. This blessing of salt and
casting of {t into the water is done
follow.ng the example of the Prophet
Eliscus, who, by God's command, took
salt and cast it into the unwkhkolesome
waters of Jericho, and made them
good. ““And the men of the city sald
to Eliseus: Behold the situation of
this city Is very good, as thou, my
lord, seest; but the waters are very
bad, and the ground barren. And he
said: Bring me a new wvessel and put
galt into it And when they bad
brought it. he went out to the spring
of the waters, and cast the sait into it
and said: Thus saith the Lord: 1
have healed these waters, and there
shall be no more in them death and
barrenness. And the waters were
healed unto this day, according to the
word of F™seus which he spoke.” (1V.
Kings i1., 19-22)

The following prayer, translated
from the Roman, show what the
Church prays for, in blessing the wa-
ter, and what we may expect to galn
from the plous use of it. In blessing
the salt the priest says: "I exorcise
thee, thoru creature salt, by the living
God, by the true God, by the holy
God, by God who commanded thee to
be cast into the water by Eliseus, the
prophet, that the sterility of the wa-
ter might de cured—that thou mayst
pecome salt exorcised unto the healing
of the falfhful; that thou become
health of soul and body to all who use
theq; that every phantasy and wick-
edness and enare of diabolical cum-
ning, and every unclean epirit may de-
part from the place in which thou
shalt be sprinkled—adjured by Him
who is €0 come to judge the living
and the dead and the world by fire.
Amen.” ‘Then, blessing the water, he
says: “I exorclie thee, thou creature
water, In the name of God the Al.
mighty ¥F'ather, in the name of Jesus
Christ His Son our lord, and in the
power of the Holy Ghost, that thou ve
made water exorcised for the avoiding
of the ememy, and that thou mayest
eradicate and extirpate the onemy
himself, with all his apostate angels
by the power of the same our Lord
Jesus Christ, who will come to Judze
the living and the dead, and the worid
by fire. Amen.”

Then putiing the bhlessed salt inmto
the water in the mame of the three|T<
Divine Persons, he prays: “O God
Thou suthor of invicible power, &ud

auckut the  foree of tho adverm

omylra, whe'

of the raging enemy, who powertusly
subduest wmalice, Thee, O Lord, trem-
bling and suppllant, we emplore and
treat to look benignly upon this Thy
own creature of salt and water; that
thou mayest enlighten and sanctify
with the dew of Thy clemency where.
srver i¢ shall be eprinkled, through the
Invocation of Thy holy nmame; that
every atack of the unclean spirit may
ve repelled; that the terror of the ven.
rmons sexrpent may be banished. andg
that the pregents of Thy Holy Spirit
may deigm to be everywheres with ua
who seek Thy mercy. Through oux
Lord Jesus Christ, who with Thee 1n
the unity of the Holy Ghost llveth anc
reigneth forever. Amen."”

These exorcisms, prayers and bless-
ngs of the Church so solemnly word-
ed, show us what great and good ef-
fects must follow from the plous use
ot holy water.

Bishop Wigger, of Newark, and Hev.
L. C. M. Carrol), pastor of St. Pat-
rick'e church, Jersey City, have made
arrangements for 8 trip to this Holy
Land next fall.

CATHQLIC NOTES.

Ten students of the Boston College
eft Boston last Monday to enter the
{vesit novitiate &t Frederick Md. They
wre John H. Merrill, Joseph A, Corcor-
1n, John E. Powers, John D. Resgan,
frederick W. O°Briem, John Cannon
«nd Henry J. Wessling, Roxbury,
lames J. Maloney, Dorcheater. and
francis T. Enwright and Bdward P,
Iivnan, Balen,

It was annoumcel some months since
hat M. J. K EBEuysmane intended to
to into retreat in the montstery of
uiguge. He has just carried out that
letermination, @uitting all the inter-
«sts of Paris for the lite of a Benadic-
dne.

It is reported that on learning of the

feath of Cardinal Mertel, the *2po ex-
*sghell I really remsin the

:laimed:
ast survivor of the Cardinals created

sy Plus IX” Is fact, only three be-

ides the F"Opt aTe now letr,

From Dmghad comoes news Gf the
She 1»
he daughter of Sir Willinm Walronq,
Bart.,, M. P, for Tiverton, the Chief
Houae of
Commons, and was married Lo the

‘onversion of Lay Southwell.

Ministerial Whip Ia the

Vircount Seuthwell two years &g0.

Preparations are being made for the
aational synod of the Irish bishop:
A com-
nittee of the bhishops has been ap-
and their

irst mesting wms held on Monday,

which is to be held next yosr.
»ointed for the purpose,

July 31.

Bishop Tierney of Hartford, who I8

.he head of the C. T. AL U, Is out ip

“hicago this week attending the an-
nual convention of that organization.
de i8 accompanied to the West by
Walter J.
Cathedral and Rev.
and
after the counveation is over he pro-
the star of the em-
pire westward as far as Denver, where

:wo of his priessts, Rev,

shanley of the
John T. Winters of Hartford,
poses following

he will spend a Lew days.
Mgr.

Muenster.

The nursing sisters of Bon Secours
de Treyeg have reiently recelved a
Papal brief which definitely approvés
The Sisters
have houses in France, Algeria, Ilaly,
Belgium, England amd the Unlted

of their congregation.

States.

President McKinley, wha

week.

The dispatches from over the water

cay that it 1is pxrobable)that Admiral
Dewey, wvho s touring Burope «n his
to the United States, will viait
Rome and sesk an andience with the |

way

Pope.

“My boy,”” sald the elerical looking

man somewhat austerely, “it is only

the early bird that catches the worm.”
“Yes, and so does the early fish, any
you know what he gets;” “What, my
boy, does he get? “He gets tho
hooks.”

For every dollar spent in this coun-
try for spiritous and malt liquors, the
Chicago News says that twenty cents
is spent for tea ,.nd coffee. ‘The
amount of money squandered by the
American people for tea and coffee la
really astonishinge

Once uponva time, and only once in
their bistory as & nation, the Spanish
achieved a mava} victor*’ That was
at the battle of Lepanto in 1671, when,
with the aid of €he Venetianu and
Genoese, they arnililated the ka-
ish fleet.

Arthur W. Bomnell of Brooklyn,
whose son had Besn struck with am
umbrella by a 7-wesr-0ld boy, recent-
1y took It wpon Tatmself to spank thé

ofending youngster, the latter’s pare

‘ents having relisiEd lo administer the

z'::stlaement :i:nnelwa Bonner -wll
reupon sued for damages by. thé
father of the npl!&gt(«bay and the jury

za.ewea m-h "n um oy mm I i

Schrosder, formerly professor
it the Catholic Oaiversity in Waahing-
ton, has been &lectsd Dean of the
theological faculty of the Academy of

is stop-
1ing at Plattsbnrg, N. Y.. upon invi-
tation of Rev. M. J. Lavelle, president
of the Catholic Summer School, has
accepted the rame, ana wili pay tbe
i< hoal 2 visit the early part of pext

A HOPELE S MISSION.|

PROTESTANT PREACHERS RETURN
FROM PORTO RICO DISGUSTED:

Their Efforts te Porvort the Nnatives
Have Proved a Fallure—An Eateresiieg
Lettor Fromm the Canon of San Juan
Cathodral
The followlng eelf-explanatory let.

ter, says the Church Progress, was ve-

ceived recently from €Canon Castany
of the Cathedral at San Juan, in Yor-
to Rico, by & prominent gentleman of

St. Louls. In the letter It Is clea:iy

shown how utter has been the ta:.umie

of the protestant missionaries who
flocked into the 1sland on the very

heels of the United States troops, 0

protestantize the Porto Ricans. in-

olea® ft I8 stated by Father Castony
that many of the protestant sold.er¥
themeselves are embracing.,the 1t ue
faith. The writer encloses & card, up-

on which is inscribed the name of M,

Walrod Harrington and that of Heu-

bben Vining, First-Class Sergesant, Hig-

nal! Corps, U. 8, V., Ban Juan, FPopo

Ri¢o. These two Fether Casiauy saye

he is himself {nstructing. A transias

tion of the letter is as follows:

San Juan, Porto Rico, Iuly 8, 1839
To Mr. ——, Secretary of the CGatboite

Colonial Unlon of Amerios, Bk

Louis, Mo., U. 8. A

Esteemed Sir and Brother in Christ
—Your sentimenta of love for the -
terests of the church in Porto Ricc
have been made koown to me by
Monsignor Valdes. 1 therefore deem
it timely and well to inform you of
the conditlon of Church affairs asthey
now are here.

With American domination in Porto
Rico came quite & number of Protest.
ant ministers. Ae |n their usual ex-
perlence In Catholie countries, they
soon discovered how absclutely fruit-
less were their sfforts, and quickly
departed, doubtless to whence they
came.

At present, to the
knowledge and bslief there is not a
Protestant preacher on the isiand,
with the exception of & few who are
acting as chaplhains to the goldlers,
Like their brothers and sisters of oth.
er lands, the Catbolics of Porto Rico
know well what is truth and what ie
error. God forbld that any of ' bis
thildren should ever lapse into infidel-
ity, but I can assure you that it would
be far easier in Porto Rico to make an
infide]l than a proteatant.

To us, as to all Catholics, our Holy
Faith is our life, our light, our hope
our first and our last thouglt. It may
be of interest to Xknow that that a
pumber of American Protestants have
smbraced the Catholic truth since
coming to Porto Rico. 1 personally
have had the pleasure of instructing
two. 1 enclose their cards. They are
indeed most agreeabdble gentiemen.

Before American domination the
Spanish government supported the
clergy. Whereas tho American Gov-
ernment contributes nothing, hence we
are undergoing comsiderable suffermg.
When the new Blshop arrives we hiope
all will be well. The parish priests do
not experierice as miuch inconveniencs
as the Canons, by reason of recolving

best of my

ly, 1 am without funds. If it is not &
great inconvenience, 1 would be most
thankful if in your charity yon would
sond me some intentions, or if you
would make the request of
triends.

It will at all times be a source of
pleasure to me to afford you any iu-
formation you may desire. Look fore
ward with eagerness to an early ropiy,
and I pray God and the sweet Mother
Mary to bless your undertakings.
Sometimes remember me at the altar
of the Lord, and kitOw that I have no
greater pleasure than when telling you
tow muck I have the honor to be, ete,

(Rev.) SALVADOR CASTANY,
Canon, Catbedral of San Juan,
San Juan, Porto Rico,

How ge w.,- Converted,
The influencs of good lteraturs

cannot be overestimated,

short time ago is .an {llustration in
point. A young non-Catholic gentled
man chanced to call upon a Protestant
family in a suburban village a fow
years ago, at the very time when ‘the
tamily was preparing to attend a fec.
ture on Catholicity,
given in that town by an Apostoliate
tathor of Cleveland. The young man
was favorably impressed by sofne of
the remarks made on that evenlug, but

Caithotie Church wae one to be reck-
onsil with when casting about for thie
truth, the lecture seened to have nr‘b«
duced no effect upon. him., He wag
glekly then, and later went into a dé« |

that had been dlettibuted at the m
sion, Father Séarle’s plain facts
an inquirer's Clfieciom. The

Be had finished fhem, he added the
nal and best Shiapter to his owm Tize;
he called in & Jésalt fathiér atda
himwelt rrewﬁdf'fér mﬁm. HE
died dn: oditying ng 4

some aid from parishoners. Personate

youts

| this order are fluddt Baglis

A little ins.
cident that happemed in Cleveland 2 ,

ope of a seories

further than a vague notion that the

¢line. Yt was mazy to gee that the end
was not far off; 86 a Catholle ¢« ]
quaintance, who had scen him at that
" {lecture, presented him with two booky Lf '\

Gond m:st Anh

in Canada has been the goal - of il
grimage for a large mumber of. the
Frénch Catholic population -of
viginity, says the 8pringfield Repab-

works been reported. The increass in

been exceptignally large this year and
at least two western Musaachusetts

Hector Poulin, of Pittsfield, claims a
wonderful cure. For thirty years he
has heen a confirmed paralytie. i
faith in the power of Sta. Anna was
so strong that he resolved to travel
all the way to Quebec to supplicate the
ald of the saint. Absolutely unabl? o
move himself the unfortunate man

his friends. After the Mass he was
supported to the altar ratl, and tbore
his face bathed in tears and his volce
choked with sobs, he prayed 1o ite
Anne to cure him of the paralyws
that prevented him from working.:
Suddenly he experienced & strange
seneation end almost immediately,
gtood upon his feet and walked fuite
egslly ahout the church, singing-the
praiges of the Virgin's mother,

it created a Profound impression. All
jolned {n singing a *Te Deum" of
thanksglving.

Another apparently suthentic case
of a sudden and remarkable tpra it
reported from OChicopes Falls, Frank
Dubour was thrown violently {rof s

ed injuriea that left him partially pas

was Almoat

without the ald of his.canes...He a4

and of occaalonal t.wlnnn of rheums
tism. He says that he is oohnuntu

Death of Father Xelly, . ~°
Rev. J. M. Klaly dled Wednwday of
Iast week In’ St. Mary's Hospt
Brooklyn.
of the Church of the Transfiguraiion
at Meroy avenus and Hooper strast
in that city. He had besn in & dying
condition for nearly & month, and had
been & physical and mental wrenk for

avenue, Greenpoint, to ses his friend,

avenue and Rodney street: and _ thg
priest was thrown .out. :;: ‘hiF Higad,

ward, and tie gradually Jost’ the *pomr
of hearing and of mpuohm, Hea was
taken to several hospitals and redel
ed the best of .trestment.: It wyq
thought that & course of-eleétr

wounld improve his comntrom k)
.provéd detrimentsl. - He'

sttached to the Ch

tion in the Eastsrn”

well known jn the dfocens & A1 Ork
tor, writer and leeturer* o

-

archbishop Corr!g.n has‘;mth
the Rev. Mother Ca’brlni, Buperl,

Hesrt, to open a school in the.
part of New York city for Itallan
dren. Such an Institution fn tHeg
ed tenement qistrict will,
bishops believes, be in
pregerving the falth:

souls. Many of the

lish 5 ‘
us well; hence my are m:mlfnrlr "w

The shrine of Ste. Anne Qe 33&:»& .

lican, for & mumber of years, but fuv- 3.
er before have so many miraculous §

the number of American pilgrims hes §

peopla have Dbeen greatly - henefited. §

wag carried into the shrine by Iour ol §

Colony, whers ' %
tensive tmn,. @; ding thet farm

The ;
mi-acle was witnesasd by thousaudsj
in he large cozgregation, among whom}

team about four years ago and receiv- §

alyzed with a alightly twisted spine]
and chronjc rtheumatism. THe alse}
went on the recent pilgrimage to thef s,
shrine of Ste. Anne de Besupre andi
entirely oured.” He}
tiad besn a familiar figure at tHe Falls, |5,
a8 he supportad himaself, when getting |
about, by means of 2 atout oxne I8 taw
exch, hand. At the close of the.ser-f,

vice of the Mam at Ste, Anne de Beatr. |
pre he left the church shle to "walk]

not used them since and {m & well masi}
with the exception of & alight: Iame: ]
neys thit causes s chiteh- In hiw «xit ) sy

tmproving In Health. ° RN 5

Oanon Ganltier de O
give splendid musiéﬁ

Paris, during the exh f
Three hundred exccutants will he e
nloyed, and 1t is - proposed fo. &
Haydn's “Crestion,” Bath's “Pi
Moazart's "Reqniem,”_ the .

Handel, the “Mors et Vita,

nad, Wagner's "Supper" an

et’s “Vierge,” The orchestral
ductor will be M. Edgere d’i! i:,é
The large orchestrs, Wil b v

den the organ loft pt B,

church, and the oraiurim

place every évenlng
‘wieeks of the exhibitiond. ..

ot Dreeﬁen and

man . read themi carefully; and when [l

thig ¢ ™

mm' chaxmtm ,
Dominfe, enger &
ligion in Mrlca,

toola ug
| smithy.
ucurod, ¥

He was formerly vector] . T2

mora than & year. He waa deaf, dumhb [on..
and blind a1l tht time, Father Kfely|h
in Qctober, 1888, drove over fo, tha| A
Church of 8t. Anthony, in Mathattun | Do

Rev. P. J. O'Hare. When returntng td 'n
his home his horse sweived at Bedford|ts

{has been suggested by:the:sacred:gon.
Jeerts recently. sghven, Snsthen € rakl




