old Carl a 1]l account of a1l that hat
passed during his absence, and in th:
afternoon had come to lawyer Say
brook’s office and bad the Interview
detailed in 1ne last chapter. It appean
th.at he had not recelved the letter dis
patched to him by Rosa and old Car
by the hands of the privateer sallor
but, becoming uneasy in regard to the
plans of British invasions that wert
brulted in Europe, and resolved 1f pos
8ible to give his services to his country
in her hour of need, he had taken pas
fage for home in the manner and will
l the results before described.

Claude was exceedinly anxious to see
Rosa, but very much perplexed how
gratify his wish without Injury to hi
seif-respect He understood well enougl
thit the old farmer would bee decideal
vpposed tuo his having any Interviev
w-h her. and he felt scruples as to ht
1.8Lt Lo use any influence 1o induce he
to d.s.bey her fathers wlshes in an)y
way But if “love laughs at lovk
siuiths.” it certainly tas a way of over
Loty lesser ubstades, and Cilaud

R tedmved In Ll nodnd to send
1 Lot- to Rosa by old Carl, asl.i:rg her u
meet im in the old waood, at thel

trys.li g placde, at a certaln hour, pro
Viied thist that she gccured thie consen
of Let motner ty the Intervieve In tnm

he asked, turning impetously to ¢the
falr girl

“No, indeed, Claude,” replied Rapa,
with a frank and kindly tone that indl.
cater her perfect confldence in him. *
did not doubt you for a mement, or be.
lleve there was anything in the letter
that you could not readily explain.
Mother can bear me witness In this.
Yet where all was so dark and every-
thing seemed conspiring against us, 1
could not explain your silence of your
strange words even to my own mind,
so I attempted no defence of you, but
kept my bellef in your good faith In
my own heart.””

Claude folded her impetuously to his
heart.

"l knew it—I knew it,” he exclaimed.
(304 bless you! The devotion of a
lifetime will be too little reward for
your faith in me, Rosa "

“8ay no more, Claude,” answered
Mrs. Bruyn, quletly separating th.
luvers. *I believe in your fidellty and
guudness, and see through Mr. Say-
Lrook’'s evil plans. But much wrong
Las been done, and it may be hard t
tight 1t. It {8 not advisable to prolong
t.is interview. If you wil receive a
lttle advice from me, 1 will suggest a
tourse that may lead to the evil that

the secrecy with which the lawyer and
his son supposed they had conducted
their conferences.

The first intimation that lawyer Say-
brook had of the mine that had been
arranged to be sprung under the very
citidal of his defences, was afforded
by the retirement of the widow
Grewy from hls house and service. She
refused to give any explanations, and
was firm against all promises and
esjolements. The lawyer, in his des-
peration, went even su far as to lay
his hand and fortune at her feet; but
it was too late.

Thus aroused, lawyer Saybrook put
himseif on his mettle tv meet the
enemy’s plans. But the more he ex-
amined into the matter, the deeper
and more dangerous he found the plans
that had been laid for his destruction.
The defences he had imagined so Im-
pregnable had been undermined 1n a
dozen places. Leb. SBackett had been
none too cautious in some of his state-
ments as to the nature of his engage-
ment with the lawyer, and witnesses
stood ready to come forward and un-
fold the plot to rid Roiff House of the
protection of Carl Crum and old Mar-
garet. Moreover, the tools the lawyer
had used as witnesses of his irregular

>, Which he exain declined. The father

- hardly seem oredible, it is true, but

- porting to be glven by me. I need not
, Xemind you that I gave no such deeds,

" Ahzte $o be any misanderstanding on
-the point thut it was my wish, ‘most
_#Qintinctly expreaped, to place no in-
. -glnibrance whatever on Rolff House
- /9% any of the homestead property, or tc
~Amyperit my possession of it in any way

. ithe futhors I hive heard are true”
~s *Wall, really, my dear sir,” repled

AP EWare, of course, that a number of

. 4
wy/

/
ALE

. sented to the interview, but only o 1wl endeavor to explaln all that seems| 30 spirit
condition that she accom panjed her an | . tong to him in your conduct He wil] Ralph valnly sought to encourage
was present  Claude could not well ub-l .ot approve of your resuming yout] him.
Ject to this arrangement. spite of ih -riendship with Rosa unless you disa-] “No, no, Ralph,” he sald, as they
| unxlety to meet Rosa alone and ha: | !l .se his mind of the tmpression he has] were discussing the matter in the of -
;i full explanation and understung...pl rined no doubt chlefly through Mr| fice, “I can see no Ejpam of hope in
. An CHAPTER XXVITI disposition of the property Undir ?'Tgir;jn:z t:z ;251;3‘5::: ;?i;}:f:dw‘:;’, . 4ybrook’'s influence It  would be] this matter I tell you our case is com-

embarrassing silence followed
Claude Rolff's ebrupt and unexpected
appearance in lawyer Raybrook's office

Claude was the first to break the apell
tnat his presence seermr:d to have pro-
duced.

With your permisaion, I will take a
chelir,” he sald. "I have travelled far,
and am not well.”

*Oh, certalnly, certalnly,”” replied the
lawyer, rousing himself with an ef-
fort.

Claude sat down in & chafr near the
door.

Ralph meanwhile was beating a tatoo
with his fingers on the desk near which
he had taken inis seat. while he eyed
Claude with a scowling and rather rue-
ful countenance.

The lawyer had apparently sank back
into the stupor of surprise which
Claude’s first entrance had caused him;
but, in fact, all his wits were at work
in considering how to meet thls unex-
pected emergency.

(laude saw that Is was necessary for
him to open the conversation.

transact much business—still, there aro
some matters which I deem it import.
ant to seek the earllest possible expla-

the circumstarces, 1 placed the dee

of the preperty in question,

come to amicable terms.”

replied Claude.

fraudulent.
pliett, and our upderstanding complete,
that there was to be nu mortgage. in-
cumbrance or gbligation whatever re-
lating to Rolff House.”

“Ah, my dear young friend.” replied
the lawyer, stlll maintalning his smliling
and inslnuating mien, ‘! was more than
half suspicious at the time of our busi-
neds arrangements that you did not
fully understand all the detalls we en-
tered Into. You left all the arrange-
ments pretty much in my hands, and

papers you signed. It I8 well, perhaps,
for you to remember this fact, hefory

on record, and am 1 omir ally the owner
but «.
course I conslder myself bound as a
man of honor to keep the matter open
for a satisfactory adjustment if we can

“l confess 1 do not understand you."
"l wish to state. with
the utmost distinctness, that I signed
no deeds by way of collateral security
or for any other purpose. and that it
any such deed. are In cxistence they ure it was well for him that she had choser

My inatructions were ex-

y Wa, he felt that he had comproml-e
with his consdience tv a sufilclent de
gter, and at the same time would se
cure his obj e, as Le remembered tha

A tender and balet epstle (rem Rosa
telitng him that Ler mother had con

*» the appolnted place. and had
{ing to walit ere Rusa and her motle.
appeared. Claude's bearitng was s
courteous and sincere, that it at onct
dispelled any prejudice agalnst hin
that might have been excited In Mis
Bruyn’s mind. And. withal, he looked
su handsome, and his evident suffering
condition sv appealed to the sympathte:
of the guod lady's wumanly heart, thal

to be present at the interview.

Claude first greeted Mrs. Bruyn, and
then taking Rosa’s hand pressed It te
his Hps. Not a word was said by either
but their eyes told the tale of mutual
distress and longing during the months
of their separation

Claude’s story was soon told.

“My early return.’ he sald. s n¢
doubt a surprise The war had hardty
broken out. huwever, hefore I resoln.
to take the first opportunity to reach
home Mr Saybriwk had constant.y

the ways ard means toreturn home |
left Tresden and wer € to Hamburg .. ..

- little before the hour he procecdec| ;
Lol

has been done being corrected.”

“Oh, most gladly,” replied the young

man.

‘Mr.

Bruyn {s deeply incensed

ot - he hid teen 4 fuvo te withMrs Bru p 1 1 wklesBness,” continued the lady, “‘and
dlc 4 el ot doabt that she would read . 1t will be difficult to reverse his opin.
Q 1y corsert ty the Intirview. 1n Indeed he looks upon you as
' Iu respor se to Lis 1ute, he receiver lopelessly fallen from good  But al-

thu.gh I fear for the result. I au con
| 1+.ded to suggest

v ong for Rosa to disobey him and
11 communication with you clandes-
-y anyway I ocould not approve
¢f such a course, and 1 cannot believe
that #he would so forget her duty. I
Lave accompanied her here, because
ti.y ., ht [t was necessary there shoula
1. an explanation that would perhaps
plevent future trouble 8o faras I um
concerned, my dear Claude., I would
wiliirgly admit you to our home as the
must welcome of guests and friends
but 1t s not my provinee to declde in
this matter, and you will have t ge.

cure Mr Bruyn's consent before aguin
alle . [ UIng to see or communicate with
R

The young man's head dropped

"Tlis decisfon seems hard.”” he sald
**1 um feurful but no. I will do as you
tay I am strung In my own sense of

trrity, I may have been foolish, but
“+ mdral never I think all can be w»x-

“tred. and I will trust in Mr Bruyns
s stlee and charity ™

V't s understanding the interylew

1.

expressed your willingness to be gov- assured me In his leit.rs that theie et d o Ciaude was  allowed to
“An opportunity being offered me to| grned by my judgment—in fact. 1 could be nu outbreak of war, 8o | had| k' ieond a farewell kiss and to whis-
Teturn home on a privateer,” he sald, “I | tnought you were far too careless of not been led to anticipats 1t Butwhen| ' to her a pledge of his unalterat.c
thought it well to embrace it a8 I felt | v, interests. Of course. left to act I found that I was really shut out from ‘otlon which  was returned by a
keenly the pang of being :eparated from almost entirely on my own judgment. I n.y native land In he: nour of peril ni © ¢e that assured h.m that she could
my native land in the hour of her perll. | graw up such papers as I considered when I came to thiik what chan e tru-ted tu the utlermost and thern
2 - . I was hurt In an engagement with an | wige and necessary In the premises. and might occur durhig !~ progress of t! e tur:ed away his soul filled anew
¥ K enemy’s vessel on our return voyage. | yoy signed them. I am quite confident war all fnterest 1n vy -tadies deser. 1] * U0 iedigs atlon toward the author of
). ' e and am probably In no condition te} you did not critically examine all the me. and I could th., » of nothing bt | +-° ubhapy Iness

Lie toun ear.y vccasion to have an in-
t voow owith Mr Itrayn  The old tarm-

proclaiming any papers that may be in other Dutch ports but could find npe| 't “teeoved him o curtly, and bnly after

-nation of.” existence fraudulent It might be dif- viesels golng to A «.ica. I then went| !/ - M08t earnest pleadings gave his
“Oh, of course,’ replied the lawyer, | geoult for you to disprove your own to Frauce as 1 Lad noard that ocems. | €0 56Nt to even hear his explanatior s
smiiing from habit, but still speaking signature, ’ slonally an Amer, u- privatter woudf | 4t this cuncession was of no benefit,
in rather an embarrassed way. "“M-.m. "What I mears.” replled Claude. “1s avoid the bLrti h tl-tade and run| t' e your g man The old fellow shut’
m--yes— happy to explain anything. | that I expressly Informed you that into port for repalis. | went to Cala.s, | 'v] 113 earvand his heart to his plead |

Very agreeable surprise my dear sir,
wasn't expecting your return. I—m-m-
m—I—in fact, I'm very agreeably sur-
prised. [—1-—by the way, won't you al.
low me., my dear young sir, under the
harpy cilrcumstances, to set out a littie
wine, and drink to your safe return be-
Xore proceeding to any business.”

The lawyer arose, and bustled with a
hospitable air that enabled him to con-
ceal hism embarrassment. :

“No, no, I thank you,” responded| ering Rolff House and the adjoining 1 was hurt In an engagement with a
Claude, to his tnvitation. “I shall be| egtate | British brjg, which accounts for my
obliged to decline, as I am disposed to “l do, most certalnly,” replied the weak condition. But I shall get wel]
be a little feverish, and I am afraid any lawyer. ""And I will add that they are {f—jf—.*

stimulant would be bad for me. Pray
don't trouble yoursel?, Mr. SBaybrook."”

But the lawyer, nevertheless, brought
out bottle and glasges, and poured out
three bumpers, offering Claude one,

and son tossed their glasses off, hov-
ever, and the former resumed his seat,
havink recovered in & measure his usua
oolircted and wary demeanor,

Clayile, after waiting a moment, said,

‘1 will state at once, frankly, Mr.
8aybrook, that I do not come In & very
friendly mood. Some very strange ru-
mors have come to my ears, which

which certainly Justify me In demank
'ing an explanation, If true, they brand
You with treachery and fraud in the
conduct of my business. Of course, ]
have held my own judgment on the
matter in suspense until giving you an
opportunity to explain. I trust you
will bs able to clear up all my doubts
satistactorily.”
“To what do you refer?’ Inquired
the lawyer, in bilsnd tones that indi-
-cdted that he had enttrely regained his
S¢lf-pogsepsion.
i« reter,” responded Claude, “to the
atatements current here in this village
‘that you have taken possession of Rolft
itouse snd & portlon of the adjoining
‘Proverfy under authority of deeds pur.

;and that there i no posstble chance tor

You probably can inform me whethe:

“the lwwyer, rubbing his hands and smil.
ing as pleasantly as possible, *I do not
exiitly compreliend your meaning. You

were drawn and signed by you,

. Among thess
&Ye: certainly two deeds
eived your signatire In due
i iprogerly witnessed, and

"N doubtless ireated some.
trdifkebently trom what you expect.
i oy dagt

Ralph.”

unless we can intimidate
fool and come to a satisfactory arrange.
ment. *

iafled of it,”
*still, his coming now is very awkward
for us. I am particularly concerned on
account of your relations with Rosa. [
am afraid it will have a bad influence
on the girl.
the battle yet. Our case, I maintain,
{3 not desperate.’

“¥ am too much interested in the young
lady to be willing to give her up. 1
would prefer to resort to the most ex-
treme measures rather than give her
“p.n

plied the father.
‘'he longest head is bound to win, We
will see who has got #t.”

home before Claude made any effort to
see Rosa. He well understood the na-
ded 1o secure me for moneys| ture of old farmer Bruyn's feelings to-
ward him, as he had been fully inform-
ed of the situation In Rosa’s letter and
Ti-om old Carl's statements since his re-
tarn.

ing, havihg come by stage to a mnelgh.
boring town, and then, in his anxiety
to reach home, taken to the saddle from
there. Hb went at once o the humbie
domfelle oceupled by bl Crum, andg
wan hesrtlly greeted by that worthy old
 gellow:
had

Rolff House was not to be included in
any of the transactions. and you could
not have mistaken me in the matter.
If you took advantage of my confldence
in you to disobey my instructions and
decefve me In the nature of the papers
drawn up. It places your conduct in an
equally bad light. The fraud is not les,
for being a cunning instead of a bold
one. Now, sir, I wish only to be in-
formed i{f you clalm to have deeds cove

regularly drawn, and duly signed and
witnessed. S8tll, as saild—"' i
“That ts enough.” replled Claude.
flushing with indignation *“I do nou
feel able to-day to discuss this matter
further. You will uext hear from me,
most probably, through my counsel
“You mean war?"’ asked the lawyer.
“I do—if it is necessary to assert my
rights.”
“Before proceeding to extreme meas-
ures, it might be well to more fully un-
derstand your position,” said the law-'
yer.
Claude aid not reply. Making a low
bow, he withdrew,

Lawyer Saybrook rubbed his handa

in a self-satisfied manner as he turned

to Ralph, and aald:
“I fancy I bluffed him pretty neatly,

“Yes, very nicely,” drawled the son.
“We have got to fight this out,
Ralph,” continued the lawyer, “that is,
the young

“Exa.ctly,” respanded Ralph.
“He can’t bother us muchi. I am sat-
continued the lawyer;

Still, we must not give up

“I should hope not,” responded Ralph,

‘So we will, Ralph, s we will,”" re-
“Leave that to me,

- CHAPTER XXIX. .
Tt was the third day after his arriva)

Claude had arrived home In the even.

After o good night’s rest, he

spent-the moruing in hearlng from

@ o ety

oue job. printing.
work 5 p@%*%F

{voon pyoved false and villalnous, Rosa?

and after walthi g tl.ore ur.tll I was al-
moat discourage !, | was gladdened one
day by learning that a schooner had
escaped the blockade ard run into the
harbor. and wa« piet .. ly an Ame:tcan
vessel. I took a boat and went n
board, and found. tomy § ¥, hitit . 1
an American privateer 1 at once
fered the captain to ship with him as a
common sailor, and, as | was an Amert-
can, he took me at once On our return

He hesitated, as If som¢ what fearful
to repeat the thought that had occurred
to him; and Mra. Bruyr quickly replied

“I trust you will get weil .thout any
‘U Claude. You nie oo,y and of
V gorous constitution, and a long and
ur ful life should be yours ™

“But, my dear Mrs. Lruyn, T would
net care to live a momert 1f the dien
of happiness I have cherished should be
rudely destroyed. I think it needs ng
words to tell how truly Housa and 1 luve
each other. No one else can ever fl]
her place In my heart. | am alone in
the world, without kith or kin; my
friends seem to turn to enemies; those
whom 1 trusted with Implicit faith have
proven false and tried to rob me of my
inheritance; and if, now, the one dream
of happlness that I have cherished
above all othersis tot e tuthlegsly shat.
tered, I shall regret that the wound .
recelved on board the Harpy did fiot
strike me dead at once.”

The young man spoke with much
emotion, and his evident suffering and
pale, emaciated features, added to the
apparent sincerity of his declaration.

“You are sure you speak honestly,
Claude?” asked Mrs. Bruyn.

“As I live, I do,” replied the young
man, fervently.

“I do mot question the truth of your
statement,” continued the good lady;
“but perhaps it is well to have an ex-

planation of a matter that I confess has
influenced my opinions toa certain ex-
tent. Not many months ago, My. Say-
brook exhibited a letter from you that
seemed to indicate that you had formed
connections In Kurope that hardly ren
der your present statement of your
Teelings toward Rosa sincere.”

The young man colored, but it was
with indignation more than embarrass-
ment,

“Carl Cram has told me,” he repliedg
‘“of the base use made of a mere phrase
In a letter of mine, written in humorous
reply to some of Mr. Saybrook's sug~
gestions that I might have become in-
volved in love affairs in Europe. I now
se¢ through his double-eyed duapljcity
and villainy. It was his purpose not
only to rob me of my property and of
the only girl I have ever cared for, but
to Incite me to conduct that.would de-
stroy in my heaxt the pure love it cher-
ished., Oh, weak as I am, if I had him
here I would malke him own his duplic-
ity or take the consequences.”

“Do nothing rash, Claude,” pleaded
Mrs. Bruyn. “Public opinlon will come
to your aid if you have ?een wronged.
Rely first on the law for justice, and do
unothing ‘to prejudice your dpuse.*

- “And @) you belleve that I had so

alone on such legal talent as the little
village afforded. He retained the ser-

undertook to unravel
villainy, which he was convinced from
Claude’'s statements had been perpe-

whose shar
indicated

Mr. Halsted decided on his plan of cam.
paign.
was nec¢essary
enemy’s defences by counter-plots, and,
if possible, to create a defection in his
camp that would lead to a revelation
of the methods by which the forgery
of the deeds had been accomplished.
Choosing his agents with keen judg-
ment, he sounded every person who had
in any way been employed by lawver
Saybrook, and was not long In getting
a hint that the widow Grewy wouwd
become a valuable witness if she was
won over to their service.
—alas for feminhine constancy'—was
not a difficult matter,
tead, it happened, was s bachelor of
considerable wealth. Though verging
close on to sixty, he was still well pre-
served, and of a gallant and vivacious
disposition not unlikely to impress the
fancy of a susceptible and lonely widow
like Mrs. Grewy.

little by little, the confidence of Mrs.
Grewy was galned, and step by step
was learned from hep every detall of
the plot for the possession of Rolft
' House, which her sharp cars and eyes

it g3 and renalned obdurate and un-’
Cr vanced in ospite of all the eatnes:-.
1e ~ ard eloquence with which el o
de fended his conduct
“No. no. no,” he said at last 1 te'l
yYou young fellow, that I've made up *y
1 on this matter You're none it
ti. .ind for my Rosa. She must ma
a sensible, plain fellow with * o ratt.e-
brain notlons about him You dont
care for her, and she's made up 1 .
mind to some ovne else It will o !
make trouble for you to gp to Epark. ,,
her again. I was a fuol ty allow it
the first place. Now. don't say any-'
tking more. I've had enough of it You
can rever have her—let that end it. No
{s a8 guod as a clubbing with me |t
You can’t take the fir~t and stay aw ,
from here, you may grt the second tu
help your understandirg *
Thus insultingly 1ebuffed. Claud»
turned away, and returned to hia tem-
porary home at old Carl Crum's utterly
disappointed and miserable, and medi-
tating a dozen expedients in his mind
to restore his relations with Rosa.

!
Ty

CHAPTER XXX.
Recognizing that he had a hard bat-
tle before him, Claude devoted himself
heart and soul to the contest he had
in hand. The thought of regaining his
property, and taking revenge on the
knavigh lawyer, was some relief to his
wounded feelings. There was balm in
action, at least, and day and night he
gave his time and thoughts to consulta-
tion with his lawyer and to details of
the proposed sult. He did not rely

vices of an experienced and prominent
lawyer from a neighboring town, who
the thread of

trated by Anthony Saybrook.
The name of this lawyer was Hals-
tead. He was a short, keen, cool man
gray eyes and broad brow
nusual mental acuteness,
After a careful study of the situation,
Heé determined
to

that it
undermine the

And this

Lawyer Hals-

Interviews were arranged, In which,

. L ot

1 1aa anabled

her to obtaln, in spite of

at
what he regards as your treachery and

that you go to him

. rather doanythink than that

- ness to decelve ourselves on this pe Int

saddled his horse and ridden from town

gone or how soon he would return, l‘:‘m*I
himself, he could only say that the
management of the estate was e-ntlrely!
in his father’s hands; he knew Httle or
nothing of the matter; and he was not
prepared to put In any answer till his
father's return,

passed by, and Anthony
not reappear, it became
had run away to escape the conse-
quences of his crooked acts, and ro
Judgment went against him by defaule,

jointly with his father, as
Claude’s lawyers, for the
the young man considered the father
the instigator and manager o the

papers had been tggnpered with, he
found, and were not to be relled upon
in case they were brought under the
cross-questioning of a sharp lawyer
Look which way he would, lawyer
Saybrook saw defeat and disgrace
awaiting him, and the door of a felon’s
cell, to his fearful imagination, stood
yawning to receive him His confidence
and shrewdness deserted him He be-
came demoralized and almost imbecile

bletely riddled. There l3n't a ghost of
a show. Everything depended on there
belng no direct witnesses agalnst us.
Owing tv my cursed recklessness and
want of the most ordinary furethoughe,
that Infernal traitress not only has
knowledge of all our plans, but nas
been the means of furnishing other
clues against ua Everything has
worked wrong. [ put too much con-
fidence in the war shutting off Claude,
and tn his weakness of character 1
never expected to see him show such
vigurous fight. It's too bad--too bad!
We are doomed to be beaten. I can see
it I dare not contemplate the ~onse-
quences | nleag something more hope-
ful turns up but, no, there can be no
hope It 18 idle for us to delude our-
Selves Fateis agalnst us If jt hadn't
been for that devil-haunted house --
Ralph. | am growing superstitious.
Yes.  yes--popular legend I8 right.
Nore but a Rolff can ever tnherit that
pruperty Don’t teH me -look how
every plan we have set In motion has
been folled in some strange and my-s-
terfous manner [ have been too 8cep-
tical Some occult power i leagued
agalnst us. We must give up the ight,
We must save ourselyes If we can

“Hut what are ae to do” demanded
Ralph.

I don't know yet, Ralph I must
think -1 must think We can  run
awnday, [ suppose "

“"What. and give up everything,

without g single manly blow? [ woula
How do
we know but that, by making a guod
fight, there ts hope for us yet?”

“No, no Ralph. my spirit is hopetul
—1to0 hopeful generally, but It {s mad

They can send me to prison It's a
criminal offence Halstead is too sharp
not to see the point he has got against

whole aahem‘j of fraud, and posseswed
too flne a sense of hunor to allow it ¢
be sald of him that kxe desired to injur
anybody out of mere spirit of Jealousy:
Having asserted his right to his patri
mony, and secured 2 reversal of all th
wrong attempted agalnst him, he wa
not disposed to be revenge?ul. His hat
red vanished, and, in its place, came
dull apathy and me2ancholy. He hac
succeeded—but to what purpose? H
abased himself to make another appea
to farmer Bruyn; but only to be rudely
rebuffed. The old man was of too ob
Stinate a nature to yield easily in ¢
matter where he had committed him
self so strongly and Claude made th
mistake of showing too great eager
ness, and golng to h:m before the dis
gust and disappolntment at the fatlun
of the schemes He had set such grea
Blore by had worn off Farmer Bruy:
did not lack in a certaln e kind o
conscientiousness. He h(a\mally dis
trusted and suspected Claude’s charac
ter, and flattered himself that his of
forts to control Rosa's future had beer
sctuated by a fatherly regaprd for hel
welfare. Though surprised and almo:
stunned by the absconding of thon)
Saybrook. the fitght of that jndividual
and the consequent derangement of the
Plans he had cherlshed, he was toc
hpnest not tu see that these events dic
not the least affect the opinion he hat
held of Claude. To change his attituds
BOW was to convict himself of hasty
and unreasonable judgment, and to la)
himself open to the suspicion of being
merely mercenary, and the bluff
wrong-keaded cld fellow was not U
the least disposed to make such ad-
missions, and, as has been stated, re
buffed Claude’s approaches with evel
ore than his former curtness.

——

(To be conttnucdy)

Furniture Movers

Furniture Moved. Packed and
Stored by

Sam Gottry Garting Co,,

Orders taken at Ere office, 17 Ex-
change street, or at house, § Thompson
street. Large or small covered spring
wagons. Telephone 1412 or 643. -

Grippen Bros. & McNemey
UNDERTAKERS

And FuneralFurnishers
18 East Ave., Telephone 688 .

Louis Ernst Sons

TR &
The Most Complete Line of
Sveel Hods,
Steel Barrows,
Mechanios’ Tools,
Bullders Hardware,

Qontractors Bupplies,
2g and 135 Bae Blain 5S¢

J. H. ASHTON,
General Insurance,

Employer’s Liabilley. Plate glase.
Esuablished 1 860,

301-303 Kilwaoger and Barry'Bldg.

Fire.

me  He'll institute a criminal sult—gee Entranee
if he don't "

) State Street, Rec .
*"And must we abandon evervthing - s 39 i ! hester, N. Y.
sac'ifice all we have got and go out team Boiler. Suraty Bends Elevater,

in the world like beggars' Hang it
I'd rather shoot myself " WEITEOW =y

“Bo would I Ralph. But we won't
have to. You are not really concerned
in this, and the reaponsibility cannot
be made to lle against you. Matters
can be arranged so that you will be all
right. In fact If I was to abscond and
allow the suit already begun to go
against me by default, T think that

THOS8.B. M@ONEY

would be the end of the matter. All
my property would be put in your
hands and disposed of at your leisure,
and we could make a new start in some
other sectlon. It's a hard cholce, bup
I am not disposed to stand the chances
of ending up my days in a penitenti.
ary.”

Disgusted and disappointed as Ralph
was at the total collapse 2f the plans
that had promised such brilllant for-
tune, he was unable to combat his
father's fears successfully. At times

the lawyer would show a temporary
return of spirit, but it would be quick-
ly succeeded by a new fit of depression,
In fact, Anthony Saybrook was like
many a keen rogue, bold to plot and
execute 80 long as success smiled on
him, but easily worried and frightened
under misfortune. Convinced that the
lawyer Claude had secured to press his
suit was skillful and determined, and
had hold of very dangerous testimony
against him, he had no heart to awalt
the lssue, which he felt sure Claude
was in a mood to push to the utmost
extremity.

However, he made a show of carry-
ing on a vigorous fight; boasted on the
streets that he would win an easy vic-
tory; and apparently was prepared to
contest every inch of ground in gGe-
fending his character and hoiding on
to the property he had so strangely
acquired.

Finally the day arrived when the
great sult of Rolff vs. Sayhrook was
to be opened. There was h public
excitement over it, and thg court-room
was thronged. But, when the case was
called there was no response from the
defence. Inquiry was made, and it waa

BUFFRALO

o
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found that Ralph Saybrook was at
home; but he stated that his father haad

the previous night and had not return-
ed. He did not know where he had

The case was postponed; put, as days

~Saybrook did!
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