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C H A P T E R XXVITI. 
A n embarrass ing si lence fol lowed 

Claude Rolff'a abrupt and unexpected 
Appearance In l a w y e r Faybrook's office 

Claude w a s t b e first to break t h e spell 
tnat hts p r e s e n c e B e e w d to have pro
duced. 

W i t h y o u r permission, I will take a 
chair ," he Bald. "I h a w travel led far. 
and a m n o t well ." 

"Oh, cer ta in ly , certainly,"' replied the 
l a w y e r , r o u s i n g himself w i th a n ef
fort. 

Claude s a t d o w n In a. c h a i r n e a r the 
Boor. 

Ralph m e a n w h i l e w a s beat ing a tatoo 
w i t h hla fingers o n t h e desk near which 
lie h a d t o k e n b i s s ea t , w h i l e he eyed 
C laude w i t h a s c o w l i n g and rather rue
ful c o u n t e n a n c e . 

The l a w y e r h a d apparent ly sank back 
Into the s tupor o f surprise which 
Claude ' s first e n t r a n c e had caused htm: 
but. In fac t , all his Wits were at work 
In cons ider ing h o w t o meet this unex
pected e m e r g e n c y . 

Claude s a w t h a t la w a s necessary for 
h im t o open the conversat ion . 

"An oppor tun i ty be ing offered m e to 
return h o m e on a privateer," he sa id , "I 
t h o u g h t it well to embrace it as I felt 
keenly the pang of being separated from 
my nat ive land In the hour of her peril. 
I w a s hurt in a n e n g a g e m e n t w i t h on 
e n e m y ' s vesse l on o u r return voyage , 
and a m p r o b a b l y in no condi t ion tu 
t r a n s a c t m u c h business—sti l l , there are, 
s o m e m a t t e r s which I deem it Import
a n t to seek the ear l i es t possible e x p l a 
n a t i o n of." 

"Oh. of course , ' replied t h e lawyer , 
•rol l ing f rom habit , b u t st i l l speaking 
i n rather a n embarrassed w a y . "M-m-
m—yea- happy to e-xpl&ln anything. 
V e r y agreeable surprise m y dear sir, 
•wasn't expect ing - your return. I—m-ra-
m—I—In f a c t . I ' m very agreeably sur
prised. I—1—by the w a y . won't y o u al
low me . m y dear young sir. under the 
h a p p y c ircumstances , to Bet out a little 
w i n e , and drink t o y o u r safe return be
fore proceeding to a n y business." 

The l a w y e r arose, a n d bustled w i t h a 
hosp i tab le a i r t h a t enabled h i m to con
ceal hla e m b a r r a s s m e n t . 

"No, no, I thank you," responded 
Claude , to h i t Invi tat ion. "I shal l be 
obl iged to dec l ine , as I am di sposed to 
b e a l i t t le f e v e r i s h , a n d I a m afraid any 
s t i m u l a n t wou ld be b a d for me. Pray 
don't t roub le yourself , Mr. S a y brook." 

But the l a w y e r , neverthe less , brought 
o u t bot t le a n d g l a s i e s , and poured out 
three bumpers , of fer ing Claude one, 

, .which h e a * a i n declined. T h e father 
a n d s o n to s sed their g l a s s e s off, he«r-
eVer, a n d t h e former r e s u m e d his seat, 
h a v i n g recovered i n a m e a s u r e his u s u a 
co l l ec ted a n d w a r y demeanor . 

Claude, a f t e r w a i t i n g a moment , sa id . 
"I w i l l s t a t e a t once , frankly, Mr. 

Saybrook , t h a t I do n o t come In a very 
f r i end ly mood. Some v e r y s t r a n g e ru
m o r s h a v e c o m e to m y ears , which 

• h a r d l y s e e m credible, it Is true, but 

w h i c h certa inly Just i fy me In d e m a n * 
'Ing a n exp lanat ion . If true, they brand 
you w i t h treachery a n d fraud in the 
c o n d u c t of m y bus iness . Of course, 1 
h a v e held m y o w n j u d g m e n t on the 
m a t t e r in s u s p e n s e unt i l g i v i n g y o u an 
o p p o r t u n i t y to expla in . I trust yoi 
wi l l b e a b l e to c lear u p all m y doubts 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . " 

"To w h a t do you refer?" Inquired 
t h e l a w y e r , i s bland tones that indi
c a t e d t h a t h e b a d entirely rega ined hit 

.Sel f -possess ion. 
f st refer/' responded Claude, "to th* 
^statements current here In this village 
that you have taken possession of Roll) 
Jttbuse spd a portion of the adjoining 
-property under authority of deeds pur-
.porting to be given by me. I need not 
jremlnd you that I gave no such deeds, 
and that rthere 1* no possible chance foi 
tfhsre te tie any misunderstanding on 
She point that it was my wish, most 
•distinctly expressed, to place no In-
*ttmbrance whatever on Rolff House. 

..• '•'!» ftttjr of the homestead property, or tc 
imperil my possession of It In any way 

;/.-•- 1T4SU probably can inform me whethtt 
H ?]*be rumors I have heard are true." 
«,.'•.< "^sll* really, my dear sir," replied 
fe;.( the lawyer, rubbing his hands and snail. 
";i#4ng as pleasantly as possible, "I do not 
'%?'•-'exactly comprehend your meaning. You 
•»'-.'--are' aware, of course, that a number oi 
^••#l£pe^l were drawn and signed by you, 
Wf4fele-hdeavt6. ,seeuse me for moneys 
if^ttwwsed'' yoiV- w»me of which moneys 1 
| |S^»tef6rc'e4-to hosrjww... Among these 
mm^cmms'' were*. certainly two deeds. 
#M«raS%eijeI*%6*''r©iWr signature in due 
MS&^S^m^'-^&^tO^tty- witnessed, and 

Mfc#|f€^6;r#lB:h«e88 treated some-
W J l f | fn!#MtIf fetftn what you expect, 

tfwjtajr W t h e fact that t supposed 
infStanee*j h*a rendeted your re-

' ' a aeries? of years exceed. 
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i m p o s i t i o n of the proi>erty I'ruii r 
the c ircumstarrea. 1 placed tn«- »l<-« i 
on record, and <I.T) I ornli al ly the owne-
of the pN-pert) In question, but < . 
course I consider m y s e l f bound as a 
man of honor to k e e p the matter open 
for a sat i s factory adjus tment If we c a n 
come to amicable t erms ." 

"I confess I do not understand you." 
replied Claude. "I wish to s tate , with 
the utmost d is t inctness , that I signed 
no deeds by w a y of collateral security 
or for any other purpose, and that if 
any such deed* are In i-xlstence they are 
Iraudulent. My Instructions were e x 
plicit, a n d our understanding complete , 
that there was to be no mortgage . In
cumbrance or obl igat ion whateve i re
lat ing to RultT House." 

"Ah. m y dear young friend." replied 
the l a w y e r , still mainta in ing his smiling 
and ins inuat ing mien. 'I w a s more than 
half suspic ious at the t ime of our busi
ness arrangements that you did not 
fully unders tand all the detai ls we e n 
tered Into. Y o u left all the arrange
m e n t s pretty much In my hands, and 
expressed your wi l l ingness to be gov
erned by my Judgment—In fact, I 
thought you were f a r too careleBs of 
your Interests. Of course , left to act 
almost entirely on m y own Judgment. I 
drew up such papers as I considered 
wise and necessary In the premises, and 
you s i g n e d them. I a m quite confident 
you did not crit ically examine all the 
papers you signed. It Is well, perhaps, 
for you to remember this fact, hefnrw 
proc la iming any papers that m a y be in 
exis tence fraudulent It might be dif
ficult for you to d i sprove your own 
s ignature . ' ' 

"What I mear.." replied Claude. Ms 
that 1 express ly Informed you that 
Rolff House w a s not to be Included m 
any of the transact ions, and you could 
not have mistaken m e In (he matter. 
If you took advantage of m y confidence 
In y o u to dlBobe>y my instruct ions and 
deceive m e In the nature of the papers 
drawn up. It places your conduct In a n 
equal ly bad l ight . The fraud Is not l e s j 
for be ing a cunning Instead of a bold 
one. Now, sir, I w i s h only to be In
formed If you claim to havt- deeds cov
ering Rolff House a n d the adjoining 
e s t a t e ? " | 

"I do. most certainly ." replied th* 
lawyer . "And I will add that they ar« 
regularly d r a w n , and duly s igned and 
Witnessed. Btil. ag sa id " i 

"That Is enough." replied Claudt. 
f lushing w i t h indignat ion "I do not 
feel ab l e t o - d a y to d i scuss this matter 
further. You wi l l next hear from me. 
most probably, through my counsel " 

"You m e a n war?" a s k e d the lawyer. 
"I do—If it is necessary to assert my 

r ight s ." I 
"Before proceeding t o extreme meas

ures, It m i g h t be well to more ful ly un
ders tand your pos i t ion ." sa id t h e law- ' 
yer. | 

Claude did not reply. Making a low 
bow, h e w i t h d r e w . 

L a w y e r Saybrook rubbed his hands ' 
In a se l f -sat i s f ied manner a s he turned 
t o Ralph, and sa id: i 

"I f a n c y I bluffed h i m pretty neatly, 
R a l p h . " 

"Yes, v e r y nicely," drawled the son. 
"We h a v e go t to fight this out. 

Ralph," cont inued the lawyer , "that Is. 
un les s w e can Int imidate the young 
fool a n d c o m e to a sat i s factory arrange, 
m e n t * 

"Exac t ly ," responded Ralph. 
"He can't bo ther us m u c h . I a m sat

isfied of i t ," c o n t i n u e d the lawyer; 
"still, h i s c o m i n g now i s very awkward 
f o r us . I a m part icularly concerned on 
a c c o u n t of your re la t ions w i t h Rosa. I 
a m afraid i t will have a bad influence 
o n the girl. Still , we m u s t not g i v e up 
t b e b a t t l e y e t Our case , I maintain, 
i s not desperate ." 

"I s h o u l d hope not,'' responded Ralph. 
" I a m t o o much Interested in the young 
l a d y t o be wi l l ing to g i v e her up. I 
would pre fer to resort to t h e m o s t ex
t r e m e m e a s u r e s rather than g i v e her 
u p . " 

'So w e wi l l , Ralph, s o w e wi l l ," re
plied t h e father. "Leave that t o me. 
T h e l o n g e s t bead is bound t o w in . We 
Will s e e w h o has got i t . " 

old Carl » f ill a c c o u n t of a l l that ha/ 
passed dur ing h i s absence, and in th< 
afternoon had c o m e t o lawyer Say 
brook's office a n d b a d tbe Interview 
detailed in ine la s t chapter. It appeari 
that he had not r e c e i v e d the letter dla 
patched to him b y R o s a a n d old Car 
by the h a n d s of the privateer sailor 
but. becoming uneasy i n regard t o th< 
plans of British Invasions that wen 
bruited In Kurope, and resolved If pos
sible to g ive hla s e r v i c e s to h i s co'jntrj 
in her hour of need, he had taken pu» 
page for home In the m a n n e r and will 
the results before described. 

Claude w a s exceed in ly anxious t o se« 
Rosa, but very much perplexed h o w t< 
g;ut:f> his wish w i t h o u t injury t o hi 
2>< If-n w ct He understood wel l enougl 
th&t the old farmer would bt- decided!; 
o j ^ j s e d to his h a v i n g any lntervlev 
w-!h her. and he fe l t s cruples as t o hi 
r.Kl't <••' use any inf luence to induce In
to d.*.!>«,» h« r f a t h e r s wlsru-a In an; 
way But If "love laughs at IOCK 
&:>.ith.«." It cer ta in ly ( a s a way of over 
«. JUH.-U l esser ob&lai les , a n d (."raudi 
Do i., i m i i v e d In hi.- :..lnil to sei.d i 
r.i>t- to Itosa by old Carl. a s l . t i g h,<?r ti 
n . -et 1 :in In the old wind, at thei 
trya.l i g j.lacV, at a certain hour, pro 
vi :»<! iii»t that »lu- ei cured tJie m n w n 
of l.et mother t-i the lutt i vli w In tnii 
Vtaj he felt thut h e h a d com prom I -ei 
w i t h his cons< iri.ce tu a suKUk-nt Je 
g i t " , and a t the same time woul.J »e 
• •ure hl.« obj. ct. as he remembered tha : 
hi h id I een a luvo te w i t h M r s In u. p ! 
; . I l l ,.ot do.ibt that s h e would read 
I.) i-orpept t i the 1 - t t i v iew. 

In tesooi it? to l.;s i o t e , h e r.-ceivec I 
n vr . i l r t and l.rlei epidtle troni Kosa • 
l e l i ing him that her mother had con i 
sentt-d to the interview, but only or; 
condit ion that she a c c o m p a n i e d her am j 
w a s present Claude could not well ob
jec t to this a r r a n g e m e n t , sp i te of i.h 
a n x i e t y to meet Rosa alone and h u n I 
a full explanat ion and understand.. .? | 
In regard to the obstac les that had Let i 

. 'i.vvn Into the pa thway of their love. | 
. . l itt le before the hour he procei-dec j 

• . the appointed place, and had r.oi ' 
I >ng to wait ere Rosa a n d h e r motl.e. 
appeared. Claude's bearing was s( 
cour teous and sincere, t h a t it at .jnc< 
dispel led any prejudice against hlrr 
t h a t might h a v e been e x c i t e d In M i s 
B r u y n ' s mind. And. withal, h e looked 
so handsome, and hit- evident suffering 
condi t ion so appealed to t h e sympath le i 
of the good lady's w o m a n l y heart, thai 
It w a s well for him that s h e h a d ehoset 
to be present a t the Interview. 

Claude first greeted Mrs. Bruyn, and 
t h e n taking Rosa's hand pressed It tc 
hl» lips. Not a word v,us said b y either 
but their e y e s told the t a l e o f mutual 
d is tress and longing during the months 
ot t.hP'r separat ion 

Claude's story w a s soon told. 
"My early return, he said. "Is nc 

doubt a surprise Tin w a r had hardly 
broken out. however . U, fore I resolx . •] 
to take the first opi«i i tunity t o reach 
h o m e Mr Sayhr.Mjk h a d constant .y 
assured me In hlb I< u• r s that the i* 
could be no outbreak of war, s o I had 
not been led to ar.ticlputt It Hut when 
I found that I « a s r .-ally shut o u t from 
n.y nat ive lurid In 1» : nour of peril in 1 
w h e n I i a m f t> in: i k what chaiirf.-o 
might occur durli g t! •• progres s of t.'e 
war all Interest in ,,i> f . i t l ies desei . I 
me. and 1 could tl... • of rinthlng t.ui 
the w a y s ar.d mean* t,j iptuni home 1 
l i ft I r e x i i n and uei t to H a m b u r g .. i . 
other Dutch pmth tut could find rn; 
Vtraels golr.g to Ai . . :ca. I then went 
to Krai.ce. as 1 h.i.; i.'iird that occa.i. 
Blor.all) an Ann-i. u- j ir lvat ier wouiJ 
avoid the l.r.ti h i l . i l a ' l e . a n d run 
Into port for repalis. 1 w e n t t o t'ala.s, 
and after waltl i g tl.i re ui.tl l I was a l 
most d l sou irag f I. 1 v\ as gladdi-ned one 
day by learning that a schooner had 
escaped the blockade out run into the, 
harbor, and wa« pic' . . . . ly a n A m e i i c a n 
vessel . I took a boat a n d wont i 
board, and lound, to m> J y , h i t It . I 
an American pr ivateer I at onc>- . . . . 
fered the capta in to ship wi th h i m a s a 
common sailor, and, a s I w a s an Ameri
can, he took me at once O n our return 
I w a s hurt In an engagement with a 

ionu 

CHAPTER XXIX. 
It was the third day after his arrival 

home before Claude made any effort to 
see Rosa He well understood the na
ture of old farmer Bruyn'e feelings to
ward him, as he had been fully Inform
ed of the situation In Rosa's letter and 
from old Carl's statements since hts re
turn. 

Claude had arrived home In the even
ing, having come by stage to a neigh
boring town, and then, in his anxiety 
to reach home, taken to the saddle from 
there. He went at once to the humble 
domicile occupied by Carl Crum. and 
was heartily greeted by that worthy old 
fellow. After a good night's rest, he 
ItAd ip*at the morning in hearlna from 

.«7-7Viu.ir,.;r.tt..ift,T„, •• " - y - - ' 

| |%.|ou- prlul^g^tO' this 
• t t d b w ^ r a t e * . 

Brit ish brig, which mcounts for m y 
weak condition. But I shal l g e t well 
If—If " 

H e hesi tated, a s If som< what fearful 
to repeat the thought that had occurred 
to h i m ; and Mrs. Bruyr. quickly replied 

"I trust you will get wni thout a n y 
'If.' Claude. You m e ,o_ . . . j and of 
v g irous const i tut ion, und a l o n g arid 
us ful l ife should be yours " 

"But , m y dear Mrs. l i u y n , 1 w o u l j 
not care to l ive a moment If the d i m T i 
of h a p p i n e s s I have cherished should be 
rudely destroyed. I think it needs no 
words to tell how t m l y Kosa and 1 love 
each other. N o one else c a n e v e r fill 
her place In nay heart. I a m alone i n 
the world, wi thout kith or k i n ; m y 
friends seem to turn to enemies; those 
whom I trusted with Implicit faith have 
proven false and tried to rob me of m y 
Inheritance: and if, now, the one dream 
of happiness that I have cherished 
above all o thers Is to 1 e m t h l e s s l y shat . 
tered. I shal l regret that t h e wound • 
received on board t h e Harpy d i d not 
s tr ike me dead a t once." 

T h e y o u n g m a n spoke with much 
emot ion, a n d b is ev ident suf fer ing and 
pale, e m a c i a t e d features , added to the 
apparent s incer i ty of his declaration. 

"You ar e sure you speak hones t ly , 
C laude?" a s k e d Mrs. Bruyn. 

"As I l ive , I do ," replied the y o u n g 
roan, f ervent ly . 

"I d o n o t quest ion t h e truth ox your 
s t a t e m e n t , " cont inued the good lady; 
"but p e r h a p s It i s wel l to h a v e a n e x 
p lanat ion o f a m a t t e r t h a t I c o n f e s s h a s 
influenced m y op in ions to a certa in e x 
tent. N o t m a n y m o n t h s a g o . Mr. Say-
brook exh ib i t ed a le t ter from y o u that 
see ined to i n d i c a t e t h a t you bad f o r m e d 
c o n n e c t i o n s In EJurope that h a r d l y ren 
der your present s t a t e m e n t of your 
fee l ings t o w a r d Rosa s incere ." 

T h e y o u n g m a n colored, but i t w a s 
wi th i n d i g n a t i o n more than embarrass 
ment . 

"Carl Cram h a s told me," he repl ledj 
"of t h e b a s e u s e m a d e o f a mere p h r a s e 
In a l e t t er o f m i n e , wri t ten i n humorous 
reply to s o m e of Mr. Sayhrook's sug
ges t i ons t h a t X m i g h t h a v e b e c o m e i n 
vo lved In l o v e affairs i n Europe. 1 now 
see' t h r o u g h h i s d o u b l e - e y e d duplicity 
and v i l l a iny . I t w a s hip p u r p o s e not 
only t o rob m e o f my property a n d of 
the o n l y g ir l I h a v e e v e r oared f o r , but 
to Incite m e t o c o n d u c t t h a t . would de
stroy i n m y h e a r t the pure l o v e i t cher
ished. Oh, w e a k a s I a m , i f I h a d him 
here I w o u l d m a k e h im own his dupl i c 
ity or t a k e the c o n s e q u e n c e s . " 

"Do n o t h i n g rash , C l a u d e , " pleaded 
Mrs. B r u y n . "Publ ic o p i n i o n will come 
to y d u r a i d If FOU h a v e been wronged. 
Rely first o h tint l a w f o r just ice , a n d do 
nothing to prejudice ypur e^use." 

"And did you believe that I had so 
loon proved false and villainous, Rosa?' 

' • . . ; . ' . ; ' . • . • ' ' . ' • ) • 

he asked , turn ing Impetous ly t o the 
fair girl. 

• N o , indeed, Claude." replied Rosa, 
wi th a frank a n d kindly tone that tnrji-
cater her perfect conf idence in him "1 
did not doubt y o u for a moment , or be. 
l leve there w a s a n y t h i n g in the letter 
that you could not readily explain. 
Mother c a n bear me w i t n e s s in this. 
Tet where all w a s s o dark and every
th ing seemed consp ir ing aga ins t us, I 
could not expla in your s i lence of yout 
s trange words even to m y own mind, 
so I a t t empted no defence of you, but 
kept my belief in y o u r good faith in 
my own hear t ." 

Claude folded her impetuous ly to his 
heart. 

"I k n e w it—I k n e w i t ," he exclaimed, 
"(rod b less y o u ! T h e devotion ot a 
lifetime wil l b e too l i t t le reward foi 
your fai th In roe, R o s a " 

"Say n o more, Claude ," answered 
Mrs. Bruyn, qu ie t ly separat ing tb« 
lovers. "I bel ieve In your fidelity and 
goodness , and see through Mr. Say-
brook's ev i l p lans . But much wrong 
l a s been done, and it m a y be hard tc 
right It. It Is not adv i sab le to prolong 
t. is Interview. If y o u wll receive a 
little advice from me. I will suggest a 
course t h a t m a y lead to the evil that 
has been done being corrected." 

"<)h, m o s t g ladly ," replied the younfc 
man. 

' Mr. B r u y n i s deeply Incensed at 
what he regards as your treachery and 
i ^klessness ," cont inued the lady, "and 
It will be difficult to reverse his opln-
l m Indeed he looks upon you at 
1 'ip-lt-s.sly fallen fr.xn good But al
though I fear for the result. I BJH con, 
j . .led to s u g g e s t that you go to him 

I .'ml e n d e a v o r to explain all that seem? 
I ' i"iig tu him In your conduct Me wll. 

. oi approve of your resuming youi 
ii. ndohlp with Kosa unless you dlsa-

I :.st- his mind of the Impression he hao 
I i:ned no doubt chiefly through Mr 
. a> brook's influence It would be 
v .nig for Rosa to dl»"t>ey him and 
i 1 1 c m m u n l c a t l o n with you clandes-
. . • 1> in a n y w a y I could not approve 
< f sue.'i a course, and I cannot believe 
that che would so forget her duty I 
lav . - a c c o m p a n i e d her here, because I 
ti. i ;,ht it was necessary there should 
! • an exp lanat ion that would perhaps 
j i e v e n t future trouble Ho far as I am 
concerned, my dear Claude. I would 
willingly admit you to our home as the 
most welcome of gues t s and friends 
tiut It Is not my province to decide In 
tMs rr a l ter , and you will have t.i K»-
cure Mr Uruyn's consent before again 
atte . j ting to see or c o m m u n i c a t e with 
It -a " 

The >nung man's head dropped 
"Tl.:.i decision s»eems hard.'' he said 

'"I uni fearful hut. no. I will do an y m 
•a> I am strong In m y own sense 'if 
. I 'Ki i t ) , I niu> tiave been foollsn. t.u; 

n.I: HI never I think all can be ex . 
in eil. and I will trust In Mr Bruy n s 

j nilce a:id chari ty " 
\ t . ihis unders tanding the Interview 

: I . , I . I . . . I il t ' iaude M a_» al lowed to 
*..»• ; . . i«i a farewell k iss und t'> whls-

• •• to her a pledge of hl.s ur.alteial' .e 
• \ d lon w h l i h na.i retur:.'••! t.y a 

• • i v that assured h m that «he could 
iru- ted to the uttei i i inst and then 

• tur: i-d a w a y his soul filled anew 
• i'i li .iilg' atlon toward the author of 
. . . - uii hai'i Ini-ss 

l .e tiiuh t-ar.y m casion to have an ln-
t ii w with Mr H i u j n The i.ld farm-
ic i.-.-.M'd him curtly, and only after 
ti • most earnest pleadings gave his 
f" .sent to even hear his explanat io i s 
.' H this i . i i icess lun was of nn benefit 
t . t i e youi g man The old fillnw shut! 
I u.l I IM ea i " and his heart to hln plead • 
n (ii. and remained obdurate and tin-' 
t • \ , i . i e d In spite of all the t-uiiit-y:-. 
! • - ai .d e loquence " l i b which i . \_. .• 
U' fended his conduct I 

"No. no. no." he Bald at la^t I te'ij 
you > oung fellow, that I've made up • y 
; . I o n th i s matter You're none t 
t:. . .hid for my Rosa . She must ma ry 
a sensible, plain fellow with •<» ratt .e-
braln not ions about him You don i 
care for her. and she's made up I 
mind to s o m e one else It will u 
m a k e trouble for you to gp tu spark. , 
her again . I was a fool to allow It m 
the first place. Now, don't say any
thing more. I've had e n o u g h of It Yon 
c a n r.ever h a v e her—let that end it. No 
Is as good a s a c lubbing with me If 
j ou can't t a k e the flr>t and s tay a* > 
from here, you m a y get the second to 
help your unders tand ing " 

Thus insul t ing ly rebuffed. Claud" 
turned a w a y , and returned to his tem
porary h o m e at old Carl Cram's utterly 
d isappointed and miserable , and medi
tat ing a dozen e x p e d i e n t s in his mind 
to restore h i s re lat ions w i t h Rosa. 

C H A P T E R X X X . 
R e c o g n i z i n g that he had a hard bat

tle before h i m , Claude devoted himself 
heart a n d s o u l to the c o n t e s t he had 
in hand. T h e thought of rega in ing his 
property, a n d tak ing r e v e n g e on the 
k n a v i s h lawyer , w a s s o m e relief to his 
wounded feel ings. There w a s balm In, 
act ion, a t l eas t , a n d day and night he 
gave h i s t ime and t h o u g h t s to consul ta
t ion w i t h h i s l awyer and to details of 
the proposed suit. He did not rely 
a lone on suoh legal ta lent a s the little 
v i l lage afforded. H e reta ined the ser
v ices of an experienced a n d prominent 
l a w y e r from a ne ighbor ing town, who 
undertook t o unravel t h e thread of 
v i l la iny , w h i c h he w a s c o n v i n c e d from 
Claude's s t a t e m e n t s had been perpe
trated b y A n t h o n y Saybrook. 

T h e n a m e of this l a w y e r w a s H a l s -
tead. H e w a s a short, keen , cool m a n 
whose s h a r p gray e y e s a n d broad brow 
Indicated unusual menta l acuteness . 
After a careful s tudy of t h e s i tuat ion . 
Mr. H a l s t e d decided on his p lan of c a m . 
paign. H e determined that It 
w a s n e c e s s a r y to u n d e r m i n e the 
enemy's de fences by counter-plots , and, 
if poss ible , t o create a de fec t ion in his 
c a m p t h a t would lead to a revelat ion 
of the m e t h o d s by which the forgery 
of the deeds had been accompl i shed . 
Choos ing h i s a g e n t s wi th keen juc'g. 
ment, h e sounded every person who had 
In any w a y been employed by lawyer 
Saybrook, a n d was not l ong In getting} 
a hint that the widow G r e w y wourd 
become a v a l u a b l e w i t n e s s if she w a s 
w o n o v e r to their service . A n d th i s 
—alas for f emin ine c o n s t a n c y ! — w a s 
not a difficult matter. L a w y e r H a l s -
tead, it happened, was a bachelor of 
considerable wealth. Though verging, 
close on to sixty, he was still well pre
served, and of a gallant and vivacious 
disposition not unlikely to impress the 
fancy of a susceptible and lonely widow 
like Mrs. Grewy. 

Interviews were arranged, in which, 
little by little, the confidence of Mrs. 
Grewy was gained, and step by step 
was learned from her every detail of 
the plot for the possession of Bolff 
House, whleh her sharp ears and eyes 
had «D*bled her to ©btam, tu spite ot 

VJi-̂ fcrlAĴ tê fi. 

the secrecy with which the lawyer and 
his son supposed they had conducted 
their conferences. 

The first Intimation that lawyer Say
brook had of tbe mine that had been 
arranged to be sprung under the very 
citidal o f his defences , w a s afforded 
by the ret irement of the w i d o w 
Grewy from hie house and serv ice . Sh« 
refused t o g i v e a n y e x p l a n a t i o n s , a n d 
was firm against all promises and 
oajclements. Tbe lawyer . In h i s des
peration, went e v e n so far as t o l a y 
his hand and fortune a t her f e e t ; but 
It w a s t o o late. 

T h u s aroused , l a w y e r Saybrook put 
himself on h i s met t l e to m e e t the 
enemy's plans. But the more h e ex 
amined into the matter , the deeper 
and more dangerous he found the plans 
that had been laid for his destruction. 
The defences he had imagined s o im
pregnable had been undermined In a 
dozen places. Leb. Sacke t t had been 
none too caut ious in s o m e of his s t a t e 
m e n t s as to the nature of his e n g a g e 
ment w i t h the lawyer , and wi tnesses 
s tood ready t o c o m e forward a n d un
fold the plot to rid Rolff House of the 
protect ion of Carl Crum and old Mar
garet . Moreover, t h e tools the lawyer 
had used as w i t n e s s e s of his irregular 
papers h a d been tajnpered wi th , he 
found, a n d were not to be relied upon 
in t^OBe t h e y were brought under the 
cross -quest ioning of a sharp l a w y e r 

Luok w h i c h w a y he would, lawyer 
Saybrook saw defeat and disgrace 
awai t ing him. and the door of a felon's 
cell, to h i s fearful Imaginat ion , stoixl 
yawning t o receive him His confidence 
and shrewdness deserted h im H e be
c a m e demoral ized a n d a lmos t Imbecile 
in spirit 

Kalph va in ly sought to encourage 
him. 

"No, no, Ralph," he sa id , a s they 
were discuss ing the m a t t e r in t h e of
fice. "I ca-n see no gb/aro of h o p e In 
this m a t t e r I tell you our case Is com
plete ly riddled. There Isn't a g h o s t of 
a shojv E v e r y t h i n g depended on there 
be ing no direct w i t n e s s e s a g a i n s t us. 
(>wlng to my cursed reck les sness and 
w a n t of t b e most ordinary forethought , 
that Infernal trai tress not only has 
k n o w l e d g e of ail our plans , but nas 
been the m e a n s of furnishing other 
CIUPS against ua. E v e r y t h i n g has 
worked wrong. I put too much con
fidence In the war s h u t t i n g off Claude, 
and in his weakness of c h a r a c t e r I 
never expected to see him show such 
v igorous fight. It's too bad- - too bad! 
VVe are doomed to be beaten. I c a n see 
i t I dare not c o n t e m p l a t e the conse
q u e n c e s I 'nless someth ing more hope
ful turns u p but. no. there can be no 
hope It i s Idle for us" ti/ delude our
s e l v e s Kate Is against UB If it hadn't 
been for that dev i l -haunted house — 
Ralph . I am g r o w i n g superst i t ious . 
Yes. yes- -popular legend Is right. 
N o r e dut a KolfT can ever Inherit that 
property Pon't tell me look how 
every [dan no have set In motion has 
been foiled 'n some s t r a n g e and mv*-
ter lous mariner I h a v e In-en too scep
tical S o m e occult power Is leagued 
a g a i n s t us. We must g ive up the fight. 
W e must s a v e ourse lves If we c a n " 

Hut what are ,ve to do**" demanded 
Ra lph . 

' I don't know yet. Ralph I must 
think I must think W e can run 
aw ay. I supixwe " 

"What, and give up everyth ing , 
w i thout a s ingle manly b l o w ' I would 
rather do an>th lnk than that H o w do 
w e know but that, by m a k i n g a (food 
fight, there Is hope for us y e t ' ' ' 

"No. nn Ralph, my spirit Is hopeful 
; —too hopeful general ly , but It Is mail 

ness t o deceive ourse lves on this p- lnt 
T h e y can send me to prison It 's a 
cr iminal offence Hals tead is too Bhuarp 
not to see t h e point he has got against 
m e He'll ins t i tu te a criminal suit—oee 
if he don't " 

"And must we abandon e v e r y t h i n g -
sBc'Iflre all we have got and go out 
in the world like b e g g a r s ' H a n g it! 
I'd rather shoot myself." 

"So would I. Ralph. Hut we won't 
h a v e to. You are not really concerned 
In this, and the responsibi l i ty cannot 
be made to lie aga ins t you. Matters 
c a n be arranged so that you will be all 
right. In fact , if I w a s to abscond and 
a l l o w the suit a lready b e g u n to go 
a g a i n s t me by default . I think that 
would be t h e end of the matter . All 
m y property would be put In your 
h a n d s and disposed of at your leisure, 
a n d w e could make a n e w s tar t In s o m e 
o ther sect ion . It's a hard choice, buo 
I a m not disposed to s t a n d the chances 
of ending u p my d a y s In a peni tent i 
ary ." 

Disgusted and d i sappointed a s Ralph 
w a s a t the total co l lapse of the p lans 
t h a t had promised such bi i l l land for
tune , b e w a s unable to c o m b a t his 
f a t h e r ' s fears success fu l ly . A t l i m e s 
t h e lawyer would s h o w a t emporary 
return of spirit, but it would be ijuick-
ly succeeded by a new fit of depress ion. 
I n fact , A n t h o n y Saybrook w a s l ike 
m a n y a keen rogue, bold to plot a n d 
e x e c u t e so long a s s u c c e s s smi led on 
h im, but easi ly worried a n d fr ightened 
under misfortune. Convinced that the 
l a w y e r Claude had secured to press h i s 
su i t w a s skillful and determined, a n d 
h a d hold of very dangerous t e s t i m o n y 
a g a i n s t h im, 'he had no h e a r t t o a w a i t 
t h e issue, w h i c h he fe l t sure Claude 
w a s In a mood to push to t h e u t m o s t 
e x t r e m i t y . 

H o w e v e r , h e m a d e a s h o w of carry 
i n g on a v igorous fight; b o a s t e d on t h e 
s t ree t s that h e would w i n a n easy v i c 
tory ; a n d apparent ly w a s prepared to 
c o n t e s t e v e r y Inch of g r o u n d in d e 
f e n d i n g his character a n d ho ld ing o n 
t o the .property h e h a d s o s t r a n g e l y 
acquired. 

F i n a l l y t h e day arr ived w h e n t h e 
g r e a t s u i t o f Rolff v s . S a y b r o o k w a s 
to b e opened. There w a s m u c h publ ic 
e x c i t e m e n t o v e r it, a n d the cour t - room 
w a s thronged. But , w h e n t h e c a s e w a s 
ca l led there w a s no response from t h e 
defence , inquiry w a s m a d e , a n d it w a s 
found that Ralph S a y b r o o k w a s a t 
h o m e ; b u t h e s ta ted t h a t his fa ther h a d 
sadd led his horse and r idden from t o w n 
the previous night a n d h a d not r e t u r n 
ed. H e did not k n o w w h e r e h e h a d 
g o n e or how soon h e wou ld return. P o r 
himself , he could only s a y that t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t of t h e e s t a t e w a s e n t i r e l y 
in h i s f a t h e r ' s hands; he k n e w l i t t le o r 
n o t h i n g of t h e mat ter ; and he w a s n o t 
prepared to p u t in a n y a n s w e r till h i s 
fa ther ' s return, 

T h e c a s e w a s postponed; but , a s d a y s 
p a s s e d b y , a n d A n t h o n y S a y b r o o k d | d 
not reappear. It b e c a m e e v i d e n t t h a t h e 
had run away to escape the conse
quences of his crooked acts, and FO 
judgment went against him by default 

Ralph Saybrook had not been aucd 
jointly with hts father, as suggested by 
Claude's lawyers, for the reason that 
the young man considered tha father 
the instigator and manager of the 

whole scheme of fraud, and possessef 
too fine a. sense of honor to allow it tf 
be said o f hint that bte des ired to injur* 
a n y b o d y out of mere spirit of Jealousy 
H a v i n g a s s e r t e d his right to his patrl 
mony , a n d secured a reversal of a l l thi 
wrong a t t e m p t e d a g a i n s t h im. he w a 
not disposed to be r e v e n g e , ul. His hat-
red vanished , a n d , i n Its place, c a m e t 
dull a p a t h y a n d melancholy . He bat 
succeeded—but to w h a t purpose? H 
abased himself t o maJte a n o t h e r appea 
to f a r m e r B r u y n : b u t only to be rudeij 
rebuffed. The o ld m a n w a s of too ob 
s t lnate a n a t u r e to yield eas i ly in t 
matter where h e h a d commit ted him 
self so s t r o n g l y and Claude m a d e tin 
m i s t a k e of s h o w i n g too grea t eager 
ness , a n d go ing to h i m before the dis 
g u s t and d i sappointment at t h e fa i lun 
of the s c h e m e s He h a d set such grea 
s tore by had worn o f f F a r m e r Bruyi 
did not lack In a certain coarse kind o 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s . H e had*real ly dis 
trusted a n d suspected! Claude's charac
ter, and flattered hlropeif that his *-f 
forts to control R o s a ' s future had beei 
ac tuated by a f a t h e r l y regard for hei 
welfare. T h o u g h surprised a n d almot* 
stunned by the a b s c o n d i n g of Agithonj 
Saybrook. the flight o f that indiv idual 
and the consequent d e r a n g e m e n t of th< 
p lans he had cher ished, he was to< 
honest n o t to s e e that these e v e n t s die 
not the least affect tfcse. opinion he haC 
held of Claude. To c h a n g e his att ltudt 
now waa to convict himself of h a s t ] 
and u n r e a s o n a b l e Judgment, and to laj 
himself open to the susp ic ion of belnj 
merely mercenary . and the bluff 
wrong-headed o l d fe l low w a s not ii 
the least d isposed t o m a k e suoh ad
miss ions , and, a s has been s tated, re 
buffed Claude's approaches w i t h e v e j 
m o r e t h a n his f o r m e r c u r t n e s a 

[To be continued^] 
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