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CHAPTER XXV.
This tnterruption of his plans was ex.
tremaly annoying to the lawyer, whe
had been sent for when mattera reache
the origls previously narrated. The
workmen were gathered at a safe dis
tance from the old mansion. It was it
wain that he interceded with them. Al
jwerse inclined to attribute It to som:
supernatural means, save one man-—the
red-bearded, jovial fellow, who hat¢
sneered at the superstitioua tales abou
the oid house in the bar-room of Ronk":
avern & few evenings before. He wa:
& carpenter—a burly, good-natured
sgoeptical, fearless man; and now, hav
ing recovered his presence of mind, hs
was disposed to ridicule the fears of hi;
fellow workmen.

“Soho,” he exclalmed, **we are to b
frightened from our work by spouks
sre we? FFor my part, 1 belleve sume
chap 18 down there in the cellar trying
to make fools of ua, and if any mar
dare g0 with me, we will go down an¢
yout nimy out.” .

Not a man ventured to accept this of.
fer, spite of him taunts of cowardice
and at length he pald:

“Well, 1f no one will go with me, )}
will go alone. Pah! you re all babjer
to be frightened by ghost storles
There's some rascal in that house has
bheen playing tricks on us. But I'l
show him he can’t frighten me. If he

" in there yet, I'tl ind him out.”
8o.saying he boldly entered the halt
again, soised & candle that had beer
laft burning, and startea 4fown to searct
the lower rooms, while his companion:
waited outside in consternation at his
daring actions.

He had not been gone over ive min-
utes, however, when he appeared again.
Rushing out of the house, with white
countenance and evidently in ,mortal
torror, he paused on reaching the group
of his comrades; who gathered around
him and eagerly besought him to tell
what he had seen, It was some seconds
before he ocould regain control enough
of himself to speak. At last he said:

“What a fool and coward [ am! But,
upon my soul, I couldn't help it. They
tell no lies about that houss. As I am a '
living man, when I got down in that
gloomy old basement I saw somebody
who must be the apirit of old Magnus
Rolff or else the very Devil himeself, 1
wasn’t mistaken. It was no human be-
ing. For my part, I won't go in that
house again exoept in the daylight to
&et my tools, I've had enough of it.”

‘* This confirmation of all their fears by

investigate, increased the consternation
of the workmen, and all resolved to
abandon thelr work at once, and not to
resume it. Their return to the village,

Y courae caused & great sensation. It

‘Waa the only topic of gossip that even-

"ing, and the excitement and interest
&rew as the news spread,

Thia sudden breaking up of his plans

. in regard to Rolf House caused the

Was shrewd enough to sce at once that
unlesk the public delusion could be

of the mysterious occurrences at Rolft
‘House discovered, or the matter plaus-

of the old house would be completely
balked, He was of too cold, skeptical

I & mupernatural origin to the occur-
irue. caumé, and he confided them to

Ralph,
in?‘i more than half believe,” he said,
A disoussieg the subject, “that old
{Car] Crum is at the bottom of the whole
muttée, ‘I have had my eye on him for
& for fear he would do some
f; and I know he has been lurk-
wind Holff House a good deal. I
eard that ke took palns to create
¢ {rapresslon that there would be
uble ip.the house if anybody dared

t

know but that he may have an
eifdus objeet, too; for I have
béén niore than half susplcious
. pariy fn some way to the
rat. nstructions to'Claude,
that he ia & sort of pri-
f the old vauilt, perhaps
‘tions, and that is one

ave hesitated to have
a}mm i, At any rate,

. this mystery. It 4
nd threztens to de.

““That is t. . » I teel,” repited the
elder plott |, . 1l something must
be done a.d - .» as {f there was
no means lut tor us tuv attempt it our-
selves. Let us be practical, Ralph. Ot
course, there are no ghosts in that old
house. Bomebody is causing these dis-
turbances. They will probably not re-
main in the house now that the work
has been atopped. Ws can go over, well
provided with lights, and armed, if nec-
easary, and make an investigation that
will probably result in discovering soma
clue to the means by which the noises
and other ghostly tricke have been pro-
duced. We must go. Our success de-
pends upon it. What do you say ?*"

“Well, if we must, we must,” replied
Ralph, "but I had rather it were some-
body beside me.”

*‘Of course, of course,' replied the
father, "“and so would I But go we
must. Perhaps we can get some hardy
fellow to accompany us I'f] see in the
morning. But to-morrow afternoon |
“ropose to make an {nvestigation that
will unravel this mystery."”
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CHAPTER XXVI.

Although, In the war that had ensued
hetween the British gover.ment and the
young American republic, the British
naval commanders had promptly de-
clared a blockade of the entire Ameri-
can coast, and great fleeta had been
sent to enforce the blockade, yet, such
was the adventurous and hardy charac.
ter of our seamen of the day. that the
efforts to shut up our porta were very
far from successful. Not only did the
vessels of our i{nfant navy put to sea,
and, under daring and skiliful com-
manders, galn a series of brilliant vie-
tories, that compensated largely for the
early military disasters on land, but
within a few weeks after the deolara-
tlon of war, the seas were fairly swarm
ing with American privateers. The
most prominent and wealthy merchants

of the country engaged in this sort o
business venture, and light, swif
schoouners, heavily armed, and capabl
of outsalling any other vessels the1
known, were sent to sea by the hun
dreds from every port almost, and tn
flicted immense damage on the enemy"
commerce. The furthest seas that wen
whitened by Britain's commercial fleet
were not safe from the depredations o
these daring orulsers. They even in
vaded the British channel, and watche¢
Hke hawks about the English coasts
while it is related that one daring pri
vateer commander, while cruising of
the mouth of the Thames, sent a carte
to London proclaiming a blockade o
the entire British islands, in ridicule o1
the blockade of the American coast s¢
loftily proclaimed by the British nava
commanders.

The Chesapeake Bay became the
great rendeavous of these privateering
craft, owing to the difficulty of block-
ading it, and the city of Baltimore
galned its early commercial supremac)
and laid the foundation of Its future
prosperity by the ventures of its mer-
chants in thia sort of speculation.

Early In December, 1813, the priva.
teer schooner Harpy. one dark and
stormy night, ran into the harbor ol
Raltimore, having successfully avoldec
the blockading vessels. She had beer
gone on a slx montha’ cruise, having
salled from the port of New York; but
on her return, finding it closely block-
aded she had sought the safer waters
of the Chesapeake to Imake port.

‘While on her homeward voyage, the
Harpy, during a heavy Yog. had got intc
close proximity to an enemy's brig
without being aware of it. The fo@sud.
denly lifting, she had found herself ly-
ing directly under the guns of a shig
carrying double her welght of metal
flying the British flag. Her own char-
acter was well enough told in her tall
masta and low, sharp lines; and the en-
emy had at once opened on her with a
broadside, The wind favoring, the
commander of the Harpy resolved on a
daring manoeuvre to escape capture or
destruction. Bearing directly down oy
the enemy, he exchanged broadsides,
then turning away, got considerably to
the windward before the latter could
tack ang again bring her guns to bear,
The Harpy, being very swift, had now
no difficulty in drawing away from the
pursuing enemy, annoying her in the
mweantime as much as possible with her
long swivel gun.

In this little affalr, two of the Harpy's
crew had been killed and several
wounded; and the first duty of the com-
mander, after casting anchor, was te
get the latter ashore.

Aniong the wounded crew, was g
handsome young man,” who oould
gearcely have much passed the period
that ruarks the arrival of manhood, and
who seemed of more gentle birth and
yearilig. than his sajlor’s, garb would

S5 tho héspitt with the rest of

Ve satiors, Hie heckme an obs

charge.

side by a fiylng boit tro;n
riage of the gun he was helping
enemy’s shot, and, besides the breakit

vere internal injurles.
He was not yet out of danger—indee

words, on reaching the

been the tnquiry.

hospital,

this ?”

measures as he thought
better his condition
geon drew away, the young patler
repeated his question-

“Doctur, won't you tell me how soo
I can get out of this”

“Why, my dear sir."
surgeon, ‘‘judging from your pies-s
condition, you may have to rema:
with us several months ™

"Oh, no, no, no.” almast moaned th
young man, ‘it cannot bLe,
celve me, doctor  Can’t you put me o
my feet in a week ™

replied the kin

worry the sooner you will get well

I can leave this place soon—very soun,
centinued the young man. “You d

I had rather die than stay

doctor.”

The surgeon glanced again at th

the traces of deep suffering, and th

. 1uve shake of the head.

"l can make no promises, my dea
soung sir.

plenty of care to cure you.
1 will do my best for you; but you mus
not worry or fret.
your cure,

for you. But now. no more words.
strictly forbid you
more "’

with an expression of pain and despalr
and the surgeon passed on in his round;
of the hospital.

A week passed by and every day the
““Interesting young patient,”” as the sur
geon termed the wounded young sallo
from the Harpy renewed his pleading
with the surgeon to secure an early dis
charge frum the hospital. With 004
care, rest and nourishing food, he was
slowly gaining strength and asserte«
that he felt well enough to leave; bu
the surgeon was afraid that the interna
injurtes were of tno grave g characte:
to warrant an early discharge from hi
care, and denled every appeal allowec
to leave

morning. on his rounds of th:
hospital, the surgeon came to the warc
that countained the wounded sallors-
most of whom were now convalescent
On approaching the cot that had con
teined the young man., he was greatl}
surprised to find it vacant ¥He had jus
been considering. as he came along, th:
advisabillty of informing his very anx
fcus patient that he could be discharge:
in a week or two. But he was gone
Irquiry gave no clue ta the secret of hi
departure, nor were any of the hosplta
attendants aware of it. He had evi
dently got wearied of walting a cure
any, securing the help probably of som.
of his sallor comrades, had been agsist
ed to dress and make his way from th

hospital without attracting the atten-
tion of anybody.

‘The surgeon was very much chagrined
and indignant. He berated his assis-
tants * indly for their want of watch-
fulness

‘It's a plty,” he sald, as he moved on.
‘“That boy will probably sacrifice his
life to his zeal to return to his friends.
n a couple of weeks he might have gone
sufely, tvo. It's a shame. If I find out
he was allowed to go with the conniv-
ance of anybody here, it will go hard
with him.”

For many weeks, the disappearance
of the young sailor was the subject of
curiosity and speculation in the hose
pital.

1ifye

CHAPTER XXVII,

Spite of his skepticism as to the na-
ture of the mysterious ocsurrences at
Rolff House, and his suspicions that
Carl Crum was at the bottom of the
whole business, Anthony Saybrook felt
nervous and uneasy In regard to the
proposed visit of himself and Ralph to
the house to Invastigate the matter.
The truth was, that the lawyer, like
many men who are intellectually very
daring, was physically a coward, and,
though he was no bellever whatever In
ghosts, he had an undefinable dread of
agaln entering the old mansion while
in its present state. He could not for-
get the strange and terrible death of
Leb. Sackett, nor the fright he had had
at the time of the discovery of the
corpse of the would-be robher o} the
strong vault bullt by Magnus Rolff.
While inwardly sneering at his own
cowardice, he made an effort to secure
the services of some resolute man to
accampany him on the proposed inves.
tigation; but without success. There
were but few men In the little commu-
nity whom he would have trusted for
such a purpose, and, not much to his
surprise, all whom he apprcached on
the subject had business on hand that
prevented their acceptance of his of-
fers, or else they honestly confessed
that they had no wish to enter the old
house after all the strange occurreuces
there.

“It 18 just as I feared, Ralph’ sald
the lawyer to his son, after returning
tfrom his unsuccessful mission., “This
infernal trickery has so imposed upon
the community that it is practically im.
pcacible to get anybady to go within
gunshot of the old house. There is no
other way for [t—we must go alone,
And why shouldn't we? I confess I feel
somewhat nervous; but; pshaw! what
I3 there to be afraid of? Suppose we
should run across old Crum or some
other mischievous fellow there? We
shall go li armed and prepared, and
hawve really nothing to fear. Get your
pistols ready, and I will see to mine,
and {0 having the lanterns prepared;
and, after a good dinner, and a bottle
of wine to wa¥m ouf courage, I think
‘we will be ready for the trip.” -
“Well, I am not digposed to back
out,” gatd Ralph, "My platory are gopd

ones; and if, a8 you say, we should

During the conflict with the
enemy’s brig. while helping to man one
of the guns, he had been struck in the
the gun-car-

work, which had been hit by une of the
of three or four ribs, had received se-
the shock tu his system from effects ol
hls removal tv the hospital had aggra-
vated his symptoms, and caused the.

surgeon constderable anxiety. His firut.
haJ

The surgeon did not reply, but pro-
ceeded tu examine into his Injuries, an.!
then to recommend to his assistant suct
necessary t.
But ere the sur

Don't de

more talking The less you talk anc

“But I must have the assurance tha:
net Know what depends upon it, do. tar
here ¢
month. You must do your best for m-
white. sunken face that showed plainly
large. brilliant eyes, and replied, with s
You are very badly hurt
and 1t will need a good long rest anc
Of course
It will only delay
If you have friends yot
wish to Inform the attendants wiil writ

saying anything

The young man turned his head away

countering ghosts is preposterous.”
“Fxactly, Ralph-—perfectly silly.”
*strange people should be go

tc

8

periority to such a feeling.

q
" “considering the popular

Jer, to supernatural causes.
swuperior to the weakness of superst)-
tion Had your own education
iifferent,
suceptible to ordinary delusirns But [
1! fldtter myself that [ have pursued such
g! 0 your education that you are far
ibove any such unmanly weakness as
 belief In ghosts.”

Thus delivering himself. Anthony
faybrnook drew himself up with an alr
that would certainly have been crush-
c| g to any simple-minded believer in
ghosts had he been present.

Ralph nodiled his concurrence in the
sentiment expressed, and thus they mu-
-ually encouraged each uther for the ex-

<
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“Nongense,” replied the surgeon
“If you are out In elght weeks you|Pelition on hand.
nay consider yoursslf Brky Now, ne Dinner-hour arrived. and rthe meal

was dispatched, although neither could
enjoy It with his usual appetite, spite
of an apparent effort tu app+ear uncon-
cerned and cheerful. But each made
up for want of appetite by Indulgh g
rather freely in the after-dinner pota-
tions, until thelr apirits were thorough-
1y fortifled, and they relt almost cou-
rageous enough to meet a veritable
ghoxt

After securing thelr arms and lan-
terns, they set out for the old house.
‘1 On arrtving, they found the door luck-
ed, the workmen having been there,
taken away their tools. and closed the
1l house They consulted together a few
moments In whismers Then they got
their arms ready, lighted the lanterns,
and Anthony Saybrook applied the key,
'l »pened the door, and the two adventur-
ony investigators stepped into the old
hall.

For a moment all was dark and
gloomy, and they peered cautinusly and
suspiciously about. Not a sound was
to be heard. The feeble light of the
lanterns scarcely sufficed to dispel the
-baulows that hung about the dusk)
SlId hall  The long perspective faded
:nto darkness; the doors leading off o

{

adjoining rooms seemed to glower
blackly at them, the tall climbing stalr-
~ast, with Its heavy balustrades. show-
1 apectral  and ghostlike. In ghort,

there was an alr of gloomy mystertous-
ness about the dusky surroundings that
zreste i the two adventurous invest

"< en the subject of legend and unques-
tlored faith.
teh' Ralph” sald the elder Say-

hrouvk, “this old, gloomy hall strikes g
“hill to my velns I don't wonder that
reople get ghnst frightened on coming
n here It is high time the old house
wAas put In order, and the light and alr
allowed to enter and banish this Zhost.
"y gloom  One’s voler sounds unearthly
n here Ah, here 1s where the masons
have been at work Pity they couldn't
rave kept at it. A coat of good white
wver this old brown wall would have
ightened this gloomy aspect and af- |
frded us a more cheerful reception.
Now, which way shall we turn—up-
stairs or down” 1 suppose the proper
place to investigate is down in the basge- |
ment and cellars; but, before doing so,
suppose we take a turn about up here
and view our future domicile. I
Acting on this suggestion, they pro- .

ceeded up the stairs, and, passing from
room to room, ohattad cheerfully on the
subject of the peculiarities of the rooms
and the improvements that could be
made in them. But there was little to
attract them long in the bare, unfur-
nished floors, and they proceeded down
stairs aguin and wandered through the
rooms leading off from the old hall
Here there was much to interest them
In the quaint and massive furniture,
the once rich but faded decorations, and
the many evidences of former grandeur
and taste surrounding them. BHre long
they found themselves in the room that
had been occupled by the late mistress
of Rolff House, and in which she had.
died. While examining this room, the‘
keen glance of Anthopy Saybrook de-,
tected a small door that was set in tha
dark wainscoting, and which appeared,
as if it might be a closet. Opening “i
casually, he was surprised to dlscover !
a staircase, which evidently led down
to the basement.

**Ah, Ralph,’” he sald, “here is a Qis-
covery. This seems to be a secret stair. |
case, and perhaps it is just the clue we
want. It leads down stairs, and, as we
are about ready to go below, suppose
we see where this will take us to.”

By this time, the two men had recov.
ered from any feelings of nervousness
felt on first entering the house. The
dead silence reigning everywhere had
convinced them that there was nobody
in the house, and the trip up stalrs had
been taken by the shrewd but not over.
sourageous lawyer to give ample time to
any individual, {f he were secreted in
the house, to get out of the way. But
they had ceased to have any expecta-
tions of meeting anybody, and the dis-
covery of the secret stairway had sim-
ply awakened curiosity.

Nevertheless, before entering it, they
trimmed their lanterns, an looked
again to their arms. Anthony Saybrook
then proceeded ahead, cavefully hokding
his lantern so as to throw its beams
forward as he slowly picked hls way,
down the narrow stairs.

Axriving at the bottom, they found
that the stairs led into a long, narrow,
dark hallway. They stopped and peer-
ed carefully ahead, and the quick eye of!
Anthony Saybrook discerned . what
seemed to him the faint, struggling
gleam of a ray of light plercing the
darkness from the key-hole of some
door.

He stopped, and whispered to Ralph
his suspicion. They closed the slide»
of their lanterns, leaving the hallway
in darkness; and then the surmise of
the lawyer became a reality, There wag!
certainly a Qoor-way ahead, and rays of
lght gleamed from within,

*“It may be sunlight,” whispered the
lawyer, “which finds its way in through
some chink or window. We must ex-
amine into it, Ralph. Keep close up to
me, and have your pistols ready.”
Thus prepared, they proceeded cau-
tiously forward toward the door. The
lawyer placed his hand on the latch, !
1itted 1¥, and pushed the door open be-
fore himn, A sight was presented thﬁtl
caused. the two intruders to start back!

ible to give 8 good accenunt of ourselvem,
But [ have no tdea we shall meet any -
body; and, of course, the idea of our en -

super -
stitions” remarked Ralph, with an air
intended to Indicate his own entire sy-

“Well, 1 don't know,” was the reply,
lgnorance.
There are very few who have any real
knowledge of philesophy and science,
and {t ts perfectly natural that the un-
asducated mind chould refer the phe-
| nomena of Nature, and even the most
“Doctor, how scon can I get out o!' simple nccurrences out of the usual or-
It i3 only
the highly intelligent, Ralph, who are

been

you might have be:n more

1 system and affordsad ruch an example

rators of the mystery that had so long

| &ards the property; but rather at the

, &t Rolff Howe will

the beams vverhead were unlathed, and
hung with cobweba. The floor was of

& single tay of sunlight. At a tall, old-
fashivned secretary in one corner of the
room there gat the figure of a tall man,
clothed in & dark robe that entirely
e vered his figure. Two candles burned
on the secretary, and from these pro-
creded the rays of 1ight that had shown
through the door, The dess ol the sec-
Ieialy was covered with papere

The door had scarcely ceased creak.
ing on {ts rusty hinges, and a slngle
glarce shown this picture to the two as-
te nished gazers, when the tigure at the
secrelary arose, It was the sudden
speclacle of his strange app-arance tmay
taused the jntruders to start bach 1o
horror.

The figure was that of a ll, very
venerable man. He was shiouded from
shoulders to feet in a long black robe,
A small, clese-fitting black cap was up-
oh hls head, from undeineath which es-
caped snowy white lucks. His face was
sinouth-shaven, and large. plercing
eyes looked out  from  underneath
shaggy white eyebruws  The expies-
slen of hls countenance was dignited
and majestic as he gazed sternly at the
int ruders.

For a moment, the two men stuod
huddled together in the nartow hallway
in the full light issuing through the
door. Sudden surprise had deprived
them of all power 1o act ln se unexpect
ed anemergency. They could unly gaze
as if petrified at the majestlc and ap-
parently unearthly figure before them.

Raising an arm, and pointing a long,
skinny finger at them, the strange per-
sunage 8 poke -

“Whou are you that Intrude uninvited
on my sacred privacy® Begone, ere it
prove the wourse for you.”

A nthony Baybrook strove te speak,
but .nv words came frum his chattering
teeth. The gloomy, strange surrouund-
fngs, and the sudden aspect of this
strange figure, had deprived bim sud-
denly of all courage whatever He felt
frozen with fear, as if in the presence
of 2 gpirit from the nether world

A gain the figure warned them away
with a majestic and almost threatening
gesture.

Netther of the men could@ resist the in-
chnation tu lee They hurried thiough
the hall and up the stalrs. nor did they
pause till, pale and panting. they were
a half-a dozen ruvds from the house

“Merciful powers, Ralph.® exclatmed
I Anthony Baybrook “"what cau this
mean?’

l “Ion*t ask me.” replied Ralph
y  Its a mystery beyond my fathom-
| Ing " sald the lawyer

l “1 expected to be annthilated o the
! spot " excluimed Ralpb
} “I tun " responded the father, “~It's
8 most incompr:-hensible mystery, What |
shall we du

“Cao hurne,” responded alph.

And Rolff House "

“I.eave 1t to the devil and old Rolfrs
ghost” replied Ralph; “I've had enougt
of 1t

Ealiph a suggestion strikes
sald the lawser

"MWhat ts 1t

“T will tell you when we
I must have tme to
thoughts *

1 ced light.” sald Ralph “T he
whule thing 18 an impenetrable mystery
tume. If that wasret ¢ld Boslff's ghost
who was tt”

“Ah, there’s the point, Ralph. It was
no ghost I'd rather {t were There's
work for our wits now, and all that we
will want. Let ur go home.”

They made all haste to reach thel:
domicile

No sooner did they enter the house
than Anthony Saybrook proceeded ¢

me,”

get home
cullect my

a closet and brought out bottle and
Blasses

"I must have something to steady my
nerves, Ralph,” he said. **“This day’'s
bad luck has wupset me completely.
Curse all the blundering fates that have
conspired to create this snarl {n our
plans. Oh, it's too bad. too bad, when
all was going forward so nicely Here,
Ralph, take a glass. You need 1t.”

Ralph did not decline the {nvitation.
He felt the want of a. stimulant,

Set tling back In his chair, Anthony
Saybrook put his hand to his head and
Knotted his brow in deep thought.

Ralph walted awhile, and then spoke:

“You said you had a suggestion?”

“Yes,” was the reply. “I have been
comparing probabilities in my mind.
This is a deep riddle, Ralph. There 18
more in it than 1 like to think. That
strange old man in Rolff House—who
<an it be? The ghost of Magnus Rolff?
That’s too weak-—too silly. Who then?
Why mnot old Magnus Rolff himself. He
never dled that anybody knows. He
simply disappemred. That is the only
explanation I can think of to meet this
mystery. It seems incredible, too; but
what else are we to think? Where could
he ha.ve been all these years? Is it he
that has been creating all these strange
doing=s at Rolff House? What can his
©Object be? The whole subject grows
more complicated and strange as one
thinks of it. I am puzzled beyond ex-
Ppression; but many little things occur
to me that seem to fit this theory. If 1t
is not Magnus Rolff, then the strange
©old man we met must be a madman ot
& thief. But it ls—It must be him. He
may be mad, also—an eccentric, at least
—or why this strange reappearance?”’

“Supposing all this s true, what
then?’" inquired Ralph, eagerly.

“"Aye, what then?” answered the law-
yer. ““Who knows? It will depend on
eircurnstances to which we can obtain
no clue. Of course, no one would be-
lieve in his identity, if he should show
himself and endeavor to establish it
But he might be able to prove it legal-
1y. Still, the property has passed out
of hla hands—in a legal point of view,
he s asa dead man to us. But that is
what makes the whole matter the more
inexplicable. I am not worried yet as
to our legal safety and standing as re-

strangeness of this whole matter, and
the check 1t gives to our plans because
of possible developments agalnst which
We can make no caleulation. We will
have to wzit awhile and watch events.
Our present plans with regard to Rolff
House are completely blocked. One
thing, Claude i3 safely out of our way.
He can hardly find 2 way to get back
now, when nothing but ships of wax
and privateers can keep the sea; and,
besides, I doubt if he would come if he
had the chance while his money lasts.
Porhaps this bugaboo of an old fellow
disappear az
strangrely as he came. All we can @o is
to wait an@ hope for the best.”

There ¢came a knock at the door.

Ralph stepped to it, and opened it
“There entered a young man, in sailor’s

The door epened into a large roemn.
The bare stone-walls were unplastered;

rough boards,; and no window admitted
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ux.upn ataggered back I8 ¢onsternk
on. .

“You?" he exclaimed.

“Yes, it 1s 1" replied the young man
“l am glad you recognize me. I hardly
thuugkt any one would know me. )
1oLl my visit is unesipected,

Ag the young man thus spoke, he
turned his eyes on Anthony Baybrovk.

but he had leaned forward; his small
sharp eyes were fixed on the face of the
Yuung man, & waxy, sickly pallor had
virerspread his fece, and his  hand:s
Brasped the arms of his chalr convui-
sively.
There was good reason for his sur-
prige,
. The ll',nme and form of the young man
D pallor attire were those of
Clauds

(To be eontinued,)
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