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charge. During the conflict wi th lh« ,b,«" l o &vt" 8 «<x>J account of o u r s e l v e s , 
enemy's brig, whi le he lp ing to m a n one Vut r n a v e n o J d e a w e sha l l m e e t a n y -
of the ffune. he had been struck In th« h o d y : and. of course, the Idea of our e n -
slde by a Hying bolt from the gun-car- counter ing g h o s t s Is preposterous." 
rlage of the g u n h e w a s he lp ing to "Kxact ly . Ralph—perfect ly Billy." 
w..rk. which ha>i b-rn hit by one of tht "^trang^ people BhouM be s<> super-
enemy's shot. and . besides the breaking stlttoim." remarked Ralph, with an a i r 
of three or four ribs, had received Be- Intended to Indicate his o w n ent ire s t i 
ver© internal Injuries. 

H e wan not yet out of danger—Indeed 
the shock tu hla s y s t e m from effects ol 
his removal lu the hospi ta l had aggra
vated his Bjmptoms. a n d caused the 
surgeon cunstiierabl* anxiety. 

prrl«rlty to such a feel ing. 
"Well. I don't know," w a s the reply . 

'•considering t h e popular Ignorance. 
rh*-re art- very few w h o have a n y reaJ 
knowledge of phi losophy and s c i e n c e . 

H i s final a"'1 " 1s P ^ t e c t ' y natural that t h e un 
haJ words, on rt-a'hlng the hoBpltal. ha J "flucaterl mind shou ld refer t h e p h e -

been the inquiry. I nomena of Nature , a n d e v e n t h e m o s t 
"Uoctor. how soon can I g e t out o l ' 3 l m P i e occurrences out of the usua l o r -

thls?" I itr- t o supernatural causes . It i s o n l y 
The surgeon did not reply, but pro- t h e h | 8 h ' y intel l igent , Ralph, w h o a r e 

r .eded tu e x a m i n e Into hla Injuries, a n i >ni>*r\nr f> the w e a k n e s s of superstl 

• / 

" ' ' CHAPTER XXV. 
Thli interruption of hla plana was ex

tremely annoying to the lawyer, wb< 
bad bten aent for when matters reache* 
the crlala previously narrated. Thi 
Workmen were gathered at a safe die 
tance from the old mansion. It wae it 
»aln that be interceded with them. AI 
,trer* inclined to attribute It to aonrn 
•upernatural means, save one man—thi 
red-bearded, jovial fellow, who ha< 
sneered at the superstitious tales abou 
the old house In the bar-room of Ronk'i 
tavern a few evenings before. He wai 
a carpenter—a burly, good-natured 
BQeptloal, fearless roan; and now, hav 
log" recovered his presence of mind, hi 
was disposed to ridicule the fears of hu 
fellow workmen. 

"Soho," he exclaimed, "wo are to bi 
frightened from our work by spookB 
are we? For my part, 1 believe sornt 
Chap 1B down there In the cellar trying 
to make fools of us, and If any mat 
dare go with me, we wi'l go down anc 
Tout nlm out." 

Not a man ventured to accept this of
fer, spite of bis taunts of cowardice 
•nd at length he said: 

"Well, If no one will go with me, 1 
will go alone. Pah! you re all babiei 
to be frightened by ghost stories 
There's some rascal In that house hai 
been playing tricks on us. But II 
Show him he can't frighten me. If he'i 
In there yet, I'll find him out." 

So saying he boldly entered tbe bah 
again, seixed a candle that had beer 
left burning, and started down to aearol 
the lower rooms, while his companion* 
waited outside in consternation at hti 
daring actions. 

Be had not been gone over five min
utes, however, when he appeared again. 
Bushing out of the house, with white 
countenance and evidently In mortal 
terror, be paused on reaching the group 
of his comrades,' who gathered around 
him and eagerly besought him to tell 
What he had seen. It was some seconds 
before he could regain control enough 
Of himself to speak. At last he said: 

"What a fool and coward I ami But, 
upon my soul, I couldn't help it. They 
tell no lies about that bouse. As I am a 
living man, when I got down in that 
gloomy old basement I saw somebody 
who must be the spirit of old Magnus 
Rolff or else the very Dovfj himself. I 
wasn't mistaken. It was no human be
ing. For my part, I won't go in that 
house again except in the daylight to 
«et my tools. I've had enough of i t" 
' This confirmation of all their fears by 
one who had been so bold to deny and 
investigate. Increased tbe consternation 
of the workmen, and all resolved to 
abandon their work at once, and not to 
resume i t Their return to the village. 

~ the strange stories they had to tell, 
course caused a great sensation. It 

was the only topic of gossip that even
ing, and the excitement and interest 
grew* as the news spread. 

This sudden breaking up of his plans 
in regard to Rolff Bouse caused the 
'lawyer to set all his wits to work. He 
was shrewd enough to see at once that 
unless the public delusion could be 
counteracted, and either the true cause 
of the mysterious occurrences at Rolff 
^touse discovered, or the matter plaus
ibly explained, his plans for the repair 
of the old house would be completely 
Jwtfked. He was of too cold, skeptical 
'A nature to put any faith in the stories 
jof a supernatural origin to the occur
rence*. He bad his suspicions as to the 
true cause, and he oonflded them to 
;2talph. 

P l f , - ' V I ' I *»«r* than half believe," he said, 
•>3™,t •.:<t'v* discussing the subject, "that old 

;,";",.„<!Wr| Crum Is at the bottom of the whole 
^wm&'$¥f^ X bave" had my eye on him for 
* |^^^me-,fnne.xor fear he would do some 
•• t ^ ^ M | # i | , f P i I.S»ow he has been lurk-
* $ S & l i f f l $ T O ^ - * W House a good deal. I 
i >l|i#*--1bi>W fi#*rd' that Jfte took pains to create 
'^SSS'^^Se'-topression that there would be 

W^iWW&9 in. the house If anybody dared 
J. z&teJfri0mto to carry out my objects; and 

I f , ^ . P » Inference is very plain that he has 
I^^^Jflirlttewr^d this whole ghost business. 
^ ^ | M ) t t P W but that he may have an 

'*'"*" ;^.|Se*46us.object, too; for I have 
ifhr ner-n mow- than half suspicious 

that lie tas a la i t j 11 some way to the 
old la 1) s ten t li liuctions to'Claude. 
Mr inferenc is that he is a sort of pri-
-vat« guardian of th old vault, perhaps 
•with aecn-t instruct as, and that Is one 
r ason why I ba\ hesitated to have 
»n>thins; ta dj with tt. At any rate, 
w must ira\t l tt is myBtevy. It 4s 
drla> Ing our plar •> arid threatens to de-
i u th I I am vjessively annoyed, 
lialih vfte all our g^od ltfok.it seems 
utoamtfil that t il $1$ be delayed and 
0 then- i li this i i UtigpMf wray.. I wish 
1 had a g> J man te employ in this 

"That Is t. • . 1 leel." replied the 
elder plott i II s o m e t h i n g must 
be done ai.J r M-I' .* as If there was 
no means l i . t i<>r us to a t t e m p t it our
se lves . Let u s be pract ical , Ralph. Of 
course, there are no ghostB In that old 
house. Somebody 1B caus ing these dis
turbances . T h e y wi l l probably not re
main In the house now that the work 
h a s been stopped. W e can go over, well 
provided with l ights , and armed. If nec 
essary, and m a k e a n Invest igat ion that 
will probably cesult In discovering soma 
clue to the m e a n s by which the noises 
and other ghos t ly tr icks h a v e been pro
duced. W e m u s t go. Our success de
pends upon It. W h a t do you Bay?" 

"Well, If w e must, we must ," replied 
R a l p h , "but I had rather it were some
body beside me." , 

"Of coursn, of course ," replied the 
father, "and so would I Hut g<> »•» 
must . P e r h a p s we can get some hardy 
fel low to accompany us I'll see in th^ 
morning. But to-morrow afternoon I 
••ropose to make an inves t iga t ion t h a t 
will unravel th i s mys tery ." 

5.-'. ;i<?A.-

few 

C H A P T E R X X V I . 
Al though , In the w a r that had ensued 

between the British g o v e n . m e n t and the 
y o u n g Amer ican republic, the Brit ish 
nava l commanders had promptly de 
clared a blockade of the ent ire Amer i 
can coast , and great fleets had been 
sent to enforce the blockade, yet . s u c h 
waa the adventurous and hardy c h a r a c 
ter of our seamen of the day. that the 
efforts to shut up our porta were v e r y 
far from successful . Not only did the 
ves se l s of our Infant n a v y put to s e a , 
and, under daring a n d ski l l ful c o m 
manders , gain a series of bril l iant v i c 
tories, that compensated largely for t h e 
early military disasters on land, b u t 
w i t h i n a few w e e k s after the d e c l a r a 
t ion of war . the seas were fairly s w a m * 
ing wi th American privateers . T h e 
m o s t prominent and w e a l t h y m e r o h a n t s 
of the country engaged In this sort c 
bus iness venture, and l ight , s w i f 
schooners , heavily armed, and c a p a b b 
of outsa i l ing any other vesse l s t h e i 
known, were sent to sea by the h u h 
dreds from every port almost, and In 
flloted Immense d a m a g e on the enemy' i 
commerce . T h e furthest s e a s that w e n 
whi tened by Bri ta in 's commercia l fleet] 
were not s a f e from the depredat ions o. 
these dar ing cruisers. They even In 
vaded the Br i t i sh channel, and w a t c h e l 
l ike h a w k s about the Engl i sh c o a s t s 
whi le It Is related that one dar ing prl 
vateer commander , while cruis ing o f 
the mouth of t h e Thames , sent a c a r t e 
to London procla iming a blockade oi 
the entire Br i t i sh Islands, In ridicule oi 
the blockade of the American coast st 
loftily procla imed by the Bri t i sh n a v a 
commanders . 

The Chesapeake B a y became th i 
great rendezvous of these privateering 
craft, o w i n g to the difficulty of b lock 
a d l n g It, and the c i ty of B a l t l m o n 
ga ined Its early commercial s u p r e m a c j 
and laid the foundat ion of Its futur* 
prosperity by the ventures of i t s mer
c h a n t s In this sort of speculat ion. 

Ear ly In December, 1812, the priva 
teer schooner Harpy, one dark anc 
stormy night , ran into the harbor oi 
P-altlmore. hav ing success fu l ly avoided 
the blockading v e s s e l a S h e had beer 
gone on a six months ' cruise, having 
sai led from the port of N e w York; b u t 
on her return, finding it closely block
a d e d she had sought the safer waters 
of the Chesapeake to m a k e port. 

Whi l e on her homeward voyage , the 
Harpy , during a h e a v y l o g . had got lnt< 
c lose prox imity to a n e n e m y ' s br ig 
wi thout be ing a w a r e of i t T h e f o » sud . 
denly l i ft ing, s h e had found herself ly
ing directly under the g u n s of a ship 
carry ing double her w e i g h t of meta l 
f lying the Br i t i sh flag. Her o w n char
acter w a s well enough told in her ta l l 
m a s t s and low. sharp l ines; a n d the e n 
e m y h a d a t o n c e opened on her with a 
broadside. The w i n d favoring , the 
c o m m a n d e r of t h e H a r p y resolved on a 
dar ing m a n o e u v r e to e s c a p e capture oi 
destruct ion . B e a r i n g direct ly down oq 
the enemy, he e x c h a n g e d broadsides , 
t h e n t u r n i n g a w a y , g o t considerably to 
the windward before the la t ter could 
tack and a g a i n bring her g u n s t o bear. 
T h e H a r p y , be ing very swif t , h a d now 
no difficulty In d r a w i n g a w a y from the 
pursu ing e n e m y , a n n o y i n g her in the 
rreant ime a s m u c h a s poss ible w i t h her 
l o n g s w i v e l gun . 

I n th i s l i t t le affair, t w o of the Harpy's 
c r e w h s 4 been k i l l ed a n d several 
w o u n d e d ; and t h e first d u t y of the com
m a n d e r , af ter c a s t i n g anchor, w a s to 
g e t t h e la t ter ashore . 

A m o n g the w o u n d e d crew, w a s a 
h a n d s o m e y&ung m a n , w h o could 

___ s c a r c e l y h a v e much p a s s e d the period 
* j m a t t e r but tl I P Is titotA'i'-M&iif* m u s t | t h a t mattes the arr ival o f m a n h o o d , a n d 

th in to rrcomrni-nd to his a s s i s t a n t sucl 
rn- asun-s as he thought necessary u 
bi-tter his condition Hut ere the sur 
geon drew a w a y , the young patlt-ni 
repeated his quest ion • 

"Ooctor, won't you tell me how SOOB 
I can get out of this '' 

"Why, m y dear sir." replied the kin<J 
surgeon, "Judging from your p i - a - m 
condition, you rr.ay h^ve to reinaii 
with us several m o n t h s ' 

"(>h. no. no, nn." almost moaned the 
young m a n . "It cannot be. Don't de 
ceive me. doctor Can't y o u put me os 
my feet In a week •*" 

"Nonsense. ' replied t h e surgeon 
"If you are out In eight weeks, yol 
n ay consider your»?lf llh-ky Now, rn 
more talking T h e lesB y o u talk am. 
worry the sooner you will get well " 

"But I muBt h a v e the a s s u r a n c e tha' 
I can leave this place soon—very soon.' 
continued the y o u n g man. "You d< 
ntil know what depends upon It, do. t"r 
I had rather die than s tay here i 
month. You must du yuur best for m-
doctor." 

The surgeon g lanced aga in at 'h' 
white , sunken face that showed plalnlj 
the traces of deep suffering, a n d thi 
large, brilliant eyes , and replied, wi th a 
, i a n - s h a k e of tbe head. 

"I can m a k e n o promises , m y deal 
j nuag sir. You are very badly hurt 
and It will need a good long rest one 
plenty of care to cure you. Of course 
I will do m y best for you; but you musi 
not worry or fret. It will only delaj 
your cure. If you have fr iends yoi 
wish to Inform the a t t e n d a n t s will writi 
fur you. But now. no more words. 
s tr ict ly forbid you s a y i n g anything 
more " 

The young man turned his head a w a j 
•with an express ion i>f pain and despair 
ami the surgeon passed on In his roundi 
of the hospital. 

A week passed by and every d a y thi 
"Interesting young patient." as the sur 
fifon termed the wounded y o u n g salloi 
fmni the Harpy renewed h i s pleading! 
with the surgeon to sei-ure a n i-arly dls 
c ruirffe from the hospital. With gooi 
rare, rest and nourishing food, he wai 
(•lowly ga in ing s trength a n d asserte i 
that he felt well enough to leave; bu 
the surgeon was afralil that the Interna 
Injuries were of too grave a c h a r a d e -
to warrant an early d ischarge from hb 
care, and denied every appeal allowe< 
tu leave 

' >n« morning, on his rounds of th' 
hospital , the surgeon came t o the w a n 
that contained the wounded s a l l o r s -
rrost of w h o m were now conva le scent 
(>n approaching the cot that had con 
tr lned the young man. he w a s great l j 
surprised to find It vacant -He had Jus 
b«en considering, a s he came along, thi 
advisabi l i ty of Informing his very a n x 
lous patient that he could be discharge! 
In a week or two. But he was gone 
I rqu lry gave no clue to the secret of hi 
depnrture, nor were any of t h e hospl ta 
a t t e n d a n t s aware of It. H e had evl 
dent ly got wearied of wa i t ing a cure 
a n | , s ecur ing the he lp probably of Bonv 
o f his sailor comrades , had been a s s i s t 
e d to dress a n d m a k e h i s w a y from tin 
hosp i ta l wi thout a t tract ing the a t t e n 
t ion of anybody. 

T h e surgeon was very much chagrined 
a n d Indignant. He berated his a s s i s 
t a n t s • mdly for their want of w a t c h 
fu lness 

"It's a pity." he said, a s he moved on. 
"That boy will probably sacrifice his 
l i fe to his zeal to return to h i s friends, 
n a couple of weeks he might h a v e gone 

safely , too. It 's a s h a m e . If I And out 
he was al lowed to g o with t h e oonnlv -
nnce of anybody here, i t will go hard 
w i t h him." 

For m a n y weeks , the disappearance 
nf the young sailor was the subject of 
curios i ty and speculat ion in the h o s 
pital . 

„ trust in ouiwl ea. *« » T*1 at is th 
~jjr«tjrt»p to pursue' 
J& TfliMpAlr,feel capable cf advising 

Our own experience 
% been such as to tu 

W UWMtlflU 

who fceejneil of more gentle birth and 
jfopM&^m his Bailor's, jfarb would 
*;w|^yMjfe '•. • - , . • . * ' , , 

.Mm wj t h s ^ 3 ^ 1 w i t i a h e rest of 
^mltoti-te'-fcMliaBra' ah o%-

taterest to the surgeon in 

CHAPTER XXVII. 
Spite of his skept ic ism as t o tht na 

ture of the myster ious occurrences at 
Rolff House , and his suspicions t h a t 
Carl Crum w a s at the bottom of t h e 
whole bus ines s , A n t h o n y Saybrook felt 
nervous and u n e a s y In regard to tbe 
propiwed visit of himsel f and Ralph to 
t b e house to Inves t igate the matter . 
T h e truth w a s , t h a t the lawyer, l ike 
m a n y m e n w h o are intellectually very 
daring, was phys ica l ly a coward, and, 
though he w a s no bel iever whatever In 
ghosts , he had an undeflnable dread of 
a g a i n e n t e r i n g the old mansion whtle 
In Its present state . He could not for
g e t the s trange a n d terrible death of 
Leb. Saokett , nor the fright h e had had 
at the time of the discovery of the 
corpse of the would-be robber of the 
strong vaul t built b y Magnus Rolff. 

W h i l e Inwardly sneer ing a t his o w n 
cowardice , he made a n effort t o secure 
the services of some resolute man to 
a c c o m p a n y h i m on the proposed i n v e s 
t iga t ion; but wi thout success . T h e r t 
were but few men In the little c o m m u 
ni ty w h o m b e would have trusted for 
such a purpose, and , no t m u c h t o h i s 
surprise , all w h o m he approached on 
the subject h a d bus ines s on h a n d t h a t 
prevented the ir acceptance o f his of
fers, or else they hones t ly confessed 
t h a t they had no w i s h to enter the old 
house af ter a l l the s t r a n g e occurrences 
there. 

"It 1B Just a s I feared . Ralph," sa id 
the l a w y e r to his s o n , after re turn ing 
from h i s unsuccess fu l mi s s ion , "This 
Infernal trickery h a s so Imposed upon 
the communi ty that it is practical ly i m -
pr «5«ible to g e t anybody to g o wi th in 
gunshot of the old h o u s e . There i s no 
other w a y for It—we m u s t g o a lone . 
And w h y shouldn't w e ? I confess I feel 
s o m e w h a t nervous; but ; p s h a w ! w h a t 
Is there to be afraid of? Suppose w e 
should run across o ld Crum or s o m e 
other misch ievous f e l l ow there? W e 
shall go well armed and prepared, a n d 
have real ly n o t h i n g to fear. Get y o u r 
pistols ready, and I will see to m i n e , 
and to h a v i n g the lanterns prepared; 
and, af ter a g o o d dinner, and a b o t t l e 
of wine to w a r m our courage , I t h i n k 
we will b e r e a d y for the trip." 

""Well, I a m not dispose* t o toaolt 
Out," sa id Ralph . "My pis to is aregop-d 
ones; and if, as you say,rw© should 
meet-sjnar i*atow t̂her<v> i^^ttii it^iei^®: 

tlon Had your own education been 
llfferent. you m i g h t have be -n more 
aueeptible to ordinary delusions But I 
flatter mysel f t h a t I h a v e pursued such 
i s y s t e m and affordad such an e x a m p l e 
n your educat ion that you a r e tar 
i lmvf any such unmanly w e a k n e s s a s 
l belief In g h o s t s . " 

T h u s de l iver ing himself . A n t h o n y 
•^aybrook drew h imse l f up with a n a ir 
that would certainly have been crush
ing to any s imple-minded believer In 
ghosts had he been present. 

Ra lph nod led his concurrence in the 
sentiment expressed , and t h u s they mu-
ual ly encouraged each other for the ex

pedition on hand. 
Dinner-hour arr ived , and ihe meal 

was dispatched, a l though neither could 
enjoy It wi th h i s usual appetite, spite 
of a n apparent effort to appear uncon
cerned and cheerful. But each made 
up for want of appet i te by Indu lg l ig 
rather freely In the af ter-dinner pota
t ions, until their spir i ts were thorough-
1> fortified, and they felt almost cou
rageous enough to meet a veriluWe 
ghost 

After securing their i r m s and lan
terns, they set o u t for the old house. 
On arr iv ing , they found the door lock
ed, the workmen having been theie . 
t aken a w a y their tools, and closed the 
house They consulted together a few 
m o m e n t s In whiskers Then they got 
their arms ready, lighted the lanterns, 
anil A n t h o n y Saybrook applied the key. 
ipened the door, and the two adventur-
miM Invest igators stepped Into t h e old 
hall. 

For a moment all was dark and 
gloomy, and they peered caut ious ly and 
suspiciously about . Nut a sound was 
to be heard. T h e feeble light of the 
lanterns scarcely sufficed to dispel the 
•hH'lows that h u n g al .out the dusk) 
>H hal l The l o n g perspect ive faded 
into darkness ; the doors leading .iff to 
adjoining rooms seemed to glower 
tilackly at them, the tall cIlmbliiK stair-
^ase. with Its heavy balustrades show-
•• ! s iwrtral and ghost l ike , in short, 
iheie w a« un air i>f gloomy myatertous-
m as about the dusky surroundings that 
»r>-ti-l the two advi riluroun lnvesti 
w l ' T s of the m>Htery that had so long 

n the subject o f legend a n d unques
tioned faith. 

i « h ' Ralph." said the elder Say-
hrniik. "this old. g l o o m y hall s tr ikes a 
hill t o my veins I don't wonder that 

people get ghost fr ightened on coming 
n here .It is high time the ol,j house 

was put In order, and the l ight and air 
a l lowed to enter a n d banish this g h o s t -
'v gloom One's voice sounds unearthly 
n here Ah. here Is where the masons 

have been at work P i ty t h e y couldn't 
iave kept at it. A coat of gixul whi te 
iv«r t h i s old brown wal l would h a v e 
l ightened th i s g loomy aspect and af- J 
f:.rded us a more cheerful reception. 
Now, which way shall we turn—up- ' 
stairs or down" I suppose the proper 
plnce t o Invest igate Is down In the base- i 
ment a n d cellars; but, before doing so, 
suppose we take a turn about up here 
t n d v i ew our future domicile. i 

A c t i n g on this s u g g e s t i o n , they pro- ; 
ceeded up t h e s ta irs , and. pass ing from 
room t o room, ohattad cheerful ly on the 
subject of the peculiarit ies of the room* 
and t h e improvements that could be 
made in them. B u t there w a s l i tt le to 
at trac t them long In th« bare , unfur
nished floors, and they proceeded d o w n 
sta irs aga in and w a n d e r e d through the 
rooma leading off from the old hall. 
Here there w a s m u c h t o Interest them 
In the quaint and m a s s i v e furniture, ' 
the o n c e rich but faded decorat ions , and 
t h e m a n y ev idences of former grandeur ; 
and t a s t e surrounding t h e m . Ere long 
they found t h e m s e l v e s In the room that ' 
had b e e n occupied by t h e l a t e mistress 
of Rolff House, a n d In w h i c h she had 
died. While e x a m i n i n g this room, the 
keen g l a n c e of A n t h o n y Saybrook de- , 
teoted a smal l door that was set in the 
dark wainscot ing , and w h i c h appeared i 
as If i t m i g h t be a c l o s e t O p e n i n g it j 
casua l ly , he was surpr i sed t o discover ; 
a s ta ircase , which ev ident ly led d o w n 
to the b a s e m e n t 

"Ah. Ralph." he said, "here Is a dls- ' 
covery. This s e e m s to b e a secret s ta ir - I 
case , a n d perhaps i t is Just t h e clue we 
want . It l e a d s d o w n s ta irs , and, a s we 
a r e a b o u t ready t o go be low, suppose 
w e see where this wil l t a k e u s to." 

B y t h i s time, the two m e n had recov
ered f r o m a n y feel ings of nervousness 
fe l t on first en ter ing t h e house . The 
dead s i l e n c e re ign ing e v e r y w h e r e had 
c o n v i n c e d t h e m t h a t there w a s nobody 
In the house , and t h e trip up sta irs h a d 
been t a k e n b y the s h r e w d but not o v e r -
2ourageous lawyer t o g ive a m p l e t i m e to 
a n y Individual , If he w e r e secreted in 
t h e house , t o get out of the way . B u t 
they had ceased to have any expecta
tions of meeting anybody, and the dis
covery of the secret stairway had sim
ply awakened curiosity. 

Nevertheless, before entering it, they 
trimmed their lanterns, and looked 
again to their arms. Anthony Saybrook 
then proceeded ahead, carefully holding 
his lantern so as to throw its beams 
forward as he slowly picked hla way, 
down the narrow stairs. 

Arriving at the bottom, they found 
that the stairs led Into a long, narrow, 
dark hallway. They stopped and peer
ed carefully ahead, and the quick eye of 
Anthony Saybrook discerned . what 
seemed to him the faint, struggling 
gleam of a ray of light piercing the 
darkness from the key-hole of some 
door. I 

He stopped, and whispered to Ralph j 
his suspicion. They closed the slides 
of their lanterns, leaving the hallway 
in darkness; and then the surmise of I 
the lawyer became a reality. There waa I 
certainly a door-way ahead, and rays of j 
light gleamed from within. | 

"It may be sunlight," whispered the 
lawyer, "whicli finds Its way in through 
some chink or window. We must ex 

The door opened into a large roomv 
The bare stone-wails were un plastered; 
t h e beams o v e r h e a d were unlathed, a n d 
ht ing w i t h c o b w e b s . T h e floor w a a of 
rough b o a r d s ; and no window admi t ted . 
a alible- lav of suullghL At a tall, o ld -
fa-»hk>n*'d secretary In one corner o f the 
room there a a t the figure of a tall m a n . 
clothed In a dark robe that ent i re ly 
iv vered his figure. Two .-andles b u r n e d 
or» the secretary, ajid from these pro
ceeded Ihe r a y s of light that had s h o w n 
through the door. The d«-»K ut the aec-
le lr f i j w\ a-s c o v t t e d nith pap<-ra 

T h f d..or h a d s'a. i .rly 'ea.-e.i creak
i n g on its rusty hinges, and a s l i .g le 
g l a r c e s h o w n this picture to 'be t w o as
ton i shed gazers , w h e n the figure a t the 
secretary arose. I t wan the s u d d e n 
rp«?ctacl« of h i s s trange app-nraiu'e Uiat 
ntuard Ihe ^utrudera to s t a l l back in 
horror. 

T h e figure was that o f a tall, very 
venerable m a n He was .shioudid from 
shou lders to feet in a long black robe. 
A small , c lose - f i t t ing black cap was up
on his h«?ad, from undi-iii*»ain which es
caped snowy while locks. His lace was 
smooth s h a v e n , a n d ktrgr. plcJ»u.g 
e y e s l ooked out from underneath 
s h a g g y whi te eyebrows The t-xpies-
s lon of his countenance was d lg i . i fed 
a n d majestic a s he gazed sternly at the 
Int rudera. 

K o r a moment , t h e t w o men stuod 
hucidled toge ther In thr n a n o w ha l lway 
In the full l i gh t i s su ing through tht 
door S u d d e n surprise h a d deprived 
the-m of all power t o act In so. imexp<ect 
ed a n emergency . T h e y could, only gaze 
as If petrified at t h e majestic and ap
parently unearthly figure before t h e m . 

Kalslngr an arm, a n d po int ing a long, 
skinny finger a t i h e m . the strange per-
suria^e spoke • 

'•Who are y o u t h a t Intrude un inv i ted 
on my sacred pr ivacy* Begone , e r e It 
prove tht? w o r s e for you." 

A n t h o n y Saybrook s trove to spe-ak. 
but .no words came from h i s cha t t er ing 
tee th . T h e g loomy, s trange surround
ing's, and thf sudden aape i t of th i s 
s trange figure, had deprived bun s u d 
denly of all courage whatever He felt 
frozen w i t h fear , a s If in the presence 
of s. spirit from the nether world 

Aga in the figure warned them a w a y 
wi th a m a j e s t i c and a lmost threaten ing 
gesture. 

Ne i ther af t h e men could resist the In. 
cllitatinii to tlee T h e y hurried through 
the hall a n d u p the stairs, nor did t h e y 
pause till, pale and pant ing , they w e r e 
a ha l f -a dozen rods from t h e house 

"Merciful powers. Ralph.' exc la imed 
Anthony Saybrook "what can th i s 
m e a n ?' 

"L>ont ask m e . " replied Ralph 
I t ' s a mystery bryond nay fa thom

ing ' said the lawyer 
"I expe« teii to be annihilated, on the 

spot ' exi- lalmed Hali..b 
I tun ' responded th.- father. " I f f 

a ni«>st lnt-ompr-.-hensltile mys tery . Whui I 
B h i l l We «li> .'• | 

' c in hi'Mie." recporvdeil Ralph . 
A n d Rolff H o u s e ? " 

"I-cave It to the devi l a n d old Ro-ffT'f 
tfh'.rU.' re-plleii Ra lph; "I've had enougr 
or i t " 

Kalph a sugges t ion s t r ikes me." 
Said the law i t r 

W h a t Is It ' 
"I will tell you w h e n w. e get h o m e 

I muut have- t ime to collect m> 
thmights ' 

' 1 need l l sh t . ' s a i d Ralph "Thf 
whole Thing Is an Impenetrable mystery 
to m e . If that was r o t old KoUT's g h o s t 
who was It" ' 

"A.h. there's t h e point . Ralph. It w a s 
no g h o s t I'd rather It w e r e There's 
work for o u r w i t s n o w , and all that we 
will want . Let \u g o home." 

T h e y made a l l h a s t e to reach t h e l i 
domicile 

N o sooner d id they enter the house 
than Anthony Saybrook proceeded u 

K^lpb s t a g g e r e d back In eorreterni 
t lon. 

"You?" h e exc la imed . 
"Yes , It i s I." replied t h e y o u n g m a a ^ 

"I <*sn g lad you recognise me. 1 hardly 
li.uuKhi a.n> oiie would know me. 1 
jrorLMe m> visit i s unexpected." 

A s the y o u n g m a n thus spoke, he 
turned his eyes on A n t h o n y Saybrook. 

T h a t individual st i l l sa t on his chair, 
but he bad leaned forward; h i s small . 
s h a r p eyes were Used on the face of the 
y o u n g m a n , a w a x y , s ickly pallor had 
overspread his face , and his hands 
g r a s p e d the arms of hla chair convul
s i v e l y . 

T h e r e w a s good reason for his sur
prise . 

T h e face and form of the y o u n g m a n 
In sa i lor a t t i r e were those o f Claude 
BoUT. 
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a closet aj id b r o u g h t out bottle a n d 
g l a s s e s 

"I must have something- t o steady m y 
nerves , Ra lph ." he saJd. "This d a y ' s 
bad htck has upset me complete ly . 
Cura«> all the b lunder ing f a t e s that h a v e 
conspired to create this snar l In o u r 
p l a n s . Oh. It's too b a d . too bad, w n e n 
all w a s g o i n g forward so n ice ly H e r e . 
K a l p h . take a g las s . You need I t " 

Kalph did not decl ine tbe Invitat ion, 
l i e f e l t t h e w a n t of a s t imulant . 

Sett l ing back In h i s chair. A n t h o n y 
Saybrook put h i s hand to h i s head a n d 
k n o t t e d h i s brow In d e e p t h o u g h t 

Kalph waited awhi l e , and then s p o k e : 
"You said you had a. suggest ion?" 
"Yes ," w a s t h e reply. "I have b e e n 

comparing probabi l i t ies In my m i n d . 
This i s a deep riddle. Ralph. There Is 
more In It than 1 l ike to th ink . T h a t 
s t r a n g e o ld mam In Rolff H o u s e — w h o 
c a n I t be? The ghost of M a g n u s Rolff? 
T h a t ' s too weak—too silly. W h o t h e n ? 
"Why not odd Magnus Rolff himself. H e 
n e v e r died t h a t anybody k n o w s . H e 
s i m p l y disappeared. That Is the o n l y 
e x p l a n a t i o n I o a n th ink of t o meet t h i s 
m y s t e r y . It s e e m s Incredible , too; b u t 
•what else a r e w e to think? W h e r e could 
h e h a v e be>en a i l these years? I s It h e 
that h a s been crea t ing all t h e s e s t r a n g e 
d o i n g s at Rolff H o u s e ? W h a t can h i s 
o b j e c t be? T h e who le subject g r o w s 
more compl icated and s trange a s o n e 
th lnKs of It. I a m puzzled beyond e x 
press ion; b u t m a n y l i t t le t h i n g s occur 
t o m e that seem to fit this theory . If It 
I s not Magnus Rolff, then t h e s t r a n g e 
o ld m a n w e m e t must be a m a d m a n 01 
a thief. B u t It Is—It m u s t b e him. H e 
m a y b e mad, also—an eccentr ic , a t l eas t 
—or w h y t i l l s s trange reappearance?" 

"Supposing a l l this Is true , w h a t 
t h e n ? " inquired Ralph, eagerly. 

"Aye, w h a t then?" a n s w e r e d the l a w 
yer . " W h o k n o w s ? I t will depend o n 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o w h i c h we can obta in 
n o c lue . O f course, n o one would b e 
l ieve In h i s identity, If he s h o u l d s h o w 
h i m s e l f a n d endeavor to e s t a b l i s h I t 
B u t h e mlg-ht b e able t o prove It l ega l 
l y . St i l l , t h e property has passed o u t 
o f h i s hands—in a l e g a l po int of v i e w , 
h e j s a s a dead man t o us. B u t that la 
w h a t m a k e s the whole m a t t e r the m o r e 
Inexpl icable . I a m n o t worried yet a s 
t o o u r legal s a f e t y a n d s tanding as r e - , 
S a r d s the property; b u t ra ther at t h e 
strangreness of t h i s w h o l e m a t t e r , a n d 
t h e cneck i t g i v e s to o u r p l a n s b e c a u s e 
o f possible d e v e l o p m e n t s a g a i n s t w h i c h 
w e ca-n make n o calculat ion. We w i l l 
h a v e t o wa i t a w h i l e a n d w a t c h e v e n t s . 
Our p r e s e n t p l a n s w i t h regard to Rolff 
H o u s e are c o m p l e t e l y blocked. One 
th ing , Claude Is safe ly out o f our w a y . 
H e cam hardly f ind a way t o get b a c k 
now, when n o t h i n g b u t s h i p s of wax 
a n d p r i v a t e e r s c a n k e e p the sea; and , 
b e s i d e s , I t doubt i f he would c o m e if he 
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