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"It would g r i e v me exceedingly." re
p l i ed the l awyer . "I had a lready be
g u n to m a k e m y est imates for hav ing 
t h e old b o u s e repaired and fixed over. 
When this offer came. and. together 
With Ralph's despondent report, set m e 
t o th ink ing seriously. But. of course. 
m y dear Mr. Bruyn. us y o u say , w e ' 
m a s t not a l l ow o u r plans t<> f a l l througrt 
«o easily. I am disposed n o w to a g i e e i 
w i t h you that the fault Is partly | 
Ztalph's. I roust talk to him, and g ive J 
him some adv ice . These y o u n g people I 
Deed the superv i s ion and a d v i c e of their,, 
parents , Mr. Bruyn. ' i 

" A y V t h a t they do; and I mean m y j 
'daughter sha l l h a v e it ." j 

T h u s u n d e r the Influence o f wine and ! 
the b l a n d i s h m e n t s of the l a w y e r , the ! 
old farmer w a s fully caught i n the trap [ 
that had b e e n la id for him; and. af ter i 
gome further talk, he s tarted for home. , 
full of thought s and planB t h a t boded i 
no h a p p i n e s s to Rosa. ) 
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C H A P T E R X X I I . | 
' Bome d a y s pa&aed by , and the tol ls | 
s h o u t poor Roaa Bruyn grow more d ls - , 
treasing a n d hard to bear. She could j 
see that h e r father had fully set h i s | 
m i n d on her marry ing Ralph tiaybrook. j 
She w a s a w a r e t h a t he was a man who. 
With all h i s kindness of heart, never 
could brook being thwarjed In any w a y 
a n d was a l t o g e t h e r too practical and 
coarse In h i s nature '<• appreciate h e r . 
s en t imenta l o b j e c t i o n to the proposed 

JJ*. matr imonia l agreement . He apparent ly 
did not cons ider that her object ions 
could be a n y t h i n g more ' than tempor
ary, o r t h a t sooner or lat»r s h e would 
not forget Claude Rolff and be ready 
to accept R a l p h In h i s place with all 
h6r accus tomed cheerfulness a n d obedi
ence. 

A t the s a m e t ime, a c h a n g e was go
ing o n In t h e nature of the o l d farmer. 
Jfe h a d for two or three yearB retired 
from the m o r e a c t i v e labor tn manag
i n g h i s farm, and now found t i m e every 
day t o spend a f e w hours In t h e vil lage, 
and w a s certain t o make thither a reg
ular even ing trip. This spare t ime was 
m o s t l y spent e i ther in t h e tavern or In 
tBe c o m p a n y of l a w y e r Saybrook. The 
l a w y e r not only liked a social g lass 
himself, but was well aware o f the ef 
feet o f good spirits In promot ing a 
fr iendly and comply ing disposition lr 
those he w i shed t o influence, and, In
teres ted as h e w a s In secur ing the wel-

« tare o f Ra lph w i t h the old farmer , he 
did n o t fall to p l y him with his best 
l iquors as o f t e n a s he called. Moreover, 
the o l d m a n took pride In support ing 
the c h a r a c t e r of a free- hearted burgher, 
a n d did, not e s c a p e from Ronk'a tavern 
o f a n e v e n i n g without* h a v i n g indulged 
In m o r e s t r o n g sp ir i t s than w a s good 
tor h tm. 

Mrs. Bruyn and Rosa could both no
tice that t h e effect of these potat ions 
w a s t o Increase t h e Irascibility and ob
s t i n a c y of t h e h e a d of the household 
w h e n he w a s crossed, while the con
s t a n t brooding to become the possessor 
of m o r e lands , a n d part icularly of the 
rich fields a n d h e a v y woods adjo ining 
On t h e Side o f the Rolff es tate , became 
more a n d m o r e a monomania w i t h him. 

The m e a n s the old farmer took to ln-
. f luence his daughter—or, rather , the at
titude and d i spos i t ion toward h e r which 
were a na tura l result of h i s f ee l ings and 
Wishes—were s u c h as t o great ly in
crease her d i s t r e s s and w e a k e n her res
o lut ion . 

- i H e used n o h a r s h n e s s toward her. 
file i r r i tab i l i t y s h o w e d itself ra ther In 
» quarre l some a n d dictatorial disposi
t i o n toward h i s f a r m laborers , and a 
.-faultfinding h a b i t about t h e house 
-Which w a s a source of great anxiety 

•-. # 6 Mrs. .Bruyn . 
-,' The generous -hear ted g ir l w a s deeply 
pgrleved thus t o s ee herself the Innocent 

- . cause o f t rouble t o others . 
H« Toward herself , h o w e v e r , h e r father 

y -was m o r e t h a n u s u a l l y k i n d H e treat
e d her o b s t i n a c y in c l i n g i n g to her faith 

Zpa Claude w i t h a bluff a n d h e a r t y ridl-
\ \ S U f o b u t u n d e r !t h i s l o v e for h e r shone 
•''•'•pat to a cer ta in t e n d e r n e s s of look and 
**tOB« t h a t be l l ed M B curt words . 

R o s a MOTgfitiaett th i s , a n d it added to 
difficulty o f h e r position. H e r na-

(rje'was n a t u r a l l y a self-sacrificing 
i0- * # e t e i t e f o w n happiness a l o n e in-

. . _ , ; ' . J a V ah© f e l t t h a t s h e . c o u l d yield 
i f ^ i i i o l l f fc'ntmMitir *» a n y t h i n g t h a t her 

ffife Krtshefl, B u t h e r w o r d w a s 
f f c ldp deep: m her h e a r t s h e felt 

KL^^^hcSf t , ,«£*- Claude ' s c o n s t a n c y and 
fai th »-l f e © o " . n o t f a c e the refleotloi 
o* hi ^ S M f - ' - 0 ; » e i - 4 * ? 5 t o find thai 
«rt l l i eeJpWeaK and false. 

T h u s $ifcjit§ efforts 0* fcer f a t h e r t< 
c o v i i f : f | % ^ „ ^ J » i | a e ' s . t t n « f # t h t o e s . 

m 

w. 

only r e 4 « | » fo? <!lfeerag snore firm 
ly to h | | a i « » l : & * | & > . . - • • > 

Th fi - t e n i r r i r w w i t h a l amuaei 
w i th her d i s j . l i »f fit m n c •«, a o d rathe! 
admired hei Hilrlt H a d 1$ .anot beei 
for 1 Is fr mu nt v i s i t s t o l s i ^ M Bay? 

iJivtfrk.4 office a n d the s k i l l w l t h ^ l c ! 
: 4Mompl l*ht td sch*mer 

"'- " awu*4» 
•Odtttfau 

But the fear of see ing Rolff House p« 
Into the hands o f a s tranger , a n d o 
ent ire ly losing the lands he had covei 
ed for so ir.ati) yeu:n. spurred hlna on 

H e sat .JII the front stoop o n e d a y , 1: 
h i s accus tomed chair, s m o k i n g his plpt 
It w a s early autumn, a n d his eyes couli 
w a n d e r over a portion of his own land 
and down to where the woods and mea, 
d o w s of the Rolff place Joined his owi 
line. Over the crest o f the Intervenlni 
bill, the g a b l e s a n d c h i m n e y s of Rolf 
H o u s e rose clear against t h e sky . 

It w a s a beautiful view, and Rosa 
who had appeared a t the hall dooi 
s i o o i a w h i l e passively admiring It. In 
dulg ing, no doubt, sad reflections a s ti 
the future. 

"Come here, Rosa," said the fanner 
She stepped quietly t o his side. 
"See there." he said tak ing his plp> 

from his mouth with one hand, whili 
with the other he pointed toward Kolf 
House , "there lies the best b i t of lan< 
in the whole country. The old housi 
there. In my day, was a grand place 
anii everybody thought it a palace. If. 
In bad shape now—'twasn't in the Rolf 
blooij to keep It up. Ah. It's bad blood 

"girl. It never could keep what It dldn> 
gain honest ly . T h a t place now Is An 
thony Saybrook'B and he tel ls m e hi 
Is g o i n g to sell it If Ralph don't gei 
married, but if he doea he wil l g i v e h 
to m m . A grand place It would be If I' 
w a s fixed up and the spooks driven out 
It can be yours a n d Ralph's, and w l t t 
It enough m o n e y t o make it as g r a n l 
as It ever w a s Now. I am go ing ovei 
to Mr. Saybrook's to-night , and If I tel 
him y o u are wi l l ing t o marry Ralph, 
he'll draw up a deed g i v i n g t h e wholt 
property to y o u t w o , and of course w h o 
I've g o t will be yours, and In my old 
age f'd bo h a p p y t o s e e my little g l r 
the lady of t h e count !y ." 

R o s a grew pale, a n d w a s s i l ent a mo
ment. 

"The place is Claude's, father," sh< 
said finally; "it w a s left to h im; 11 
ought t o be his ." 

"Tut, tut, girl; h e g a v e it a w a y fot 
the m o n e y to w a s t e and riot in a for
eign land. It 's his no longer. I knew 
he would never kepp i t ; but I never 
thought he'd be Buch a dunderhead OJ 
he w a s about it." 

"He was cheated , there Is frauil 
somewhere ; Claude would never have 
g iven u p Rolff House," replied Rosa, 
s p e a k i n g low but wi th painful i n t e n s i t y 

"What ' s d o n e is done, girl," said the 
old m a n , re suming his pipe. "I s a w 
the paper deed ing the old p lace a w a y , 
and it bad Claude's name to It I know 
bis wri t ing wel l enough. He ' s lost It. 
and los t it f o r good, and there Isn't 
much c h a n c e that he'll e v e r com* 
back here. Come, Rosa , give up yout 
fool ishness about Claude, and take a 
man that ' s g o t brains, a n d k n o w s h o w 
to m a k e money and keep it, too. You'll 
never g e t a bet ter chance ." 

"Oh, father, you do not k n o w w h a t 
you a s k me," replied the poor girl , 
b r e a k i n g into tears. 

"Yes, I do; I ask you to g ive up a 
v a g a b o n d and s c a m p for a s teady, h o n 
est y o u n g fellow, who's g o t every th ing 
I w a n t the m a n t h a t marries you to 
have. Don't be foolish, girl. It's too 
good a c h a n c e to throw a w a y . I don't 
w a n t to see a n y b o d y e l se h a v e that 
property. I 've a l w a y s w a n t e d to b u y 
it, to se t t l e on you when you marry; 
but n o w It c a n be y o u r s with Just a 
word. W h e n Ralph s p e a k s to y o u n e x t 
t ime, Rosa , t a k e an old man's advice, 
and don' t put him off for a poor coot 
iWho n e v e r m e a n t to marry you ." 

Poor Rosa could not reply . She a t 
t empted to speak, b u t h e r tongue r e 
fused t o perform i t s office. Final ly 
o v e r c o m e by her fee l ings , she turned 
a n d walked s lowly a w a y and entered 
t h e h o u s e , h e r manner s h o w i n g o n l y 
too p la in ly h e r deep agitat ion. 

The o l d man turned a n d g a z e d af ter 
her a s s h e s l o w l y disappeared. 

"Ah, poor girl ," h e muttered. "She's 
sore h u r t by that young scamp, and I 
w a s fool enough to let it all happen 
w h e n I m i g h t h a v e n ipped It In t h e bud. 
B u t U ' B bet ter she s h o u l d suffer n o w 
for a l i t t l e w h i l e than all her life. 
She'l l c o m e around. I c a n trust her ; 
she 's g o t rare good s e n s e ; and a s soon 
a s her e y e s a r e opened, she'll think 
m o r e of Ra lph than s h e ever did of t h a t 
v a g a b o n d . " 

And w i t h t h i s comfort ing reflection, 
t h e old f a r m e r puffed a n e w on h i s pipe, 
a n d t u r n e d his t h o u g h t s t o the b a r g a i n s 
h e could drive w i t h the s h r e w d lawyer 
w h e n i t c a m e t o a r r a n g i n g the t erms of 
t h e m a r r i a g e se t t lement . 

CHAPTER XXJH. 
It was not usual, in the early part oi 

the present century, for wives to op
pose their wishes to those of their hus
bands, especially when they were men 
of property and character in the com-
mumty'; 0*111 less was it permissible fot 
* daughter to question the authority 
of^heP'fither. •• But-iove has been a 
'*BbB#p8'«««». 3te'-'e»nven*ions ot 
aocf^ili^^^ever • jM^tfrlr *o Mad 

;i.t» l imbs of the s l y and s turdy rogue 
Rosa Bruyn w a s by nature the very 

pattern of a dut i ful d a u g h t e r 8 h c 
siirank with a r e l u c t a n c e amount ing to 
anguish from th* thought o f placing 
1. -iself in open rebel l ion to her fa ther^ 
wishes , but there appeared no other 
a lu-rnat lve s a v e to surrender herseii 
an unwil l ing v i c t i m to a hate fu l H><AJ 
i lage . 

1 I < T angu i sh a n d conflict of mind 
caused her to g r o w paler and sadder ot 
di i.-inanor, but her s t r o n g phys ica l na-
t u i e w a s not of a kind t o bend sperilii> 
to trouble, h o w e v e r o v e r w h e l m i n g it 
ii itfht be. The anx ie ty of her moti.t-i 
fi«: her was much increased. T h e i -n-
I!I r-hearted m a t r o n at last begat] ti 
n a d the secret ot her daughter ' s a' -
.-uirbing love for the err.->-t heir of Rolf! 
House. She w a s d r a w n Into dei-rv i 
.->rnpathy with her fee l ings , and th« 
ingulsh and suffer ing o n one si ' le n e t 

tin- tender condolence o n the othef at 
last broke down the ves t ige of a. ua.i-
rier to perfect conf idence that had ••»-
.i-te<l between t h e m . R o s a eonfen»••! 
i.) her mother a i l her hopes and uoubts 
and sorrows, a n d e a r n e s t l y sought l>«-r 
advice a s to t h e course s h e shouli l pur-
Mit- It was but m e a g r e comfort the 
gu.xl matron could give. 

'It Is a decision, m y d e a r chi ld." she 
said, "that m u s t rest w i t h your own 

heart. I shrink from a d v i s i n g you. toi 
your happiness i s s o d e a r to me ilia 
should T unhappily direct you wrongly 
I i.oul'1 never forg ive myself. I t In eas> 
tu Pie how, frwin your father's point ol 
Vii vv. your m n r i i a g e with Ralph shoulc 
api»-ar very des irable . H e s e e m s tu l« 
a p l i u s u n t y o u n g man, and h i s keen 
in •.&. gnoU charai-ter and s t e a d i n e s s a n 
natumll> qual i t ies that appeal to tb« 
favor ot a man like your father . Be
sides, he will be qu i te r ich; and the fax-t 
ut Unlet House being l ikely to be h»J 
lulu Mtance is another th ing in his fa-
\o: rilnce you were a l i t t le girl , youj 
father h a s talked of your being one daj 
.nidtress of Rolft Houff, and of s»e ln | 

. .-iored to i ts old dignity . Al thougl 
novel liked Cluude. this hupe lnduce< 

.in to look favurubly upon tns atten 
. j l ie in >ou. i l a d t ' laudc remalne( 
l l 'HI ie . U l . i l S e t t l i U d o w n aM h e i r t o th« 

e<-..il>- lei t hliu. all wou ld h a v e beer 
"••II Hut his s t r a n g e t iepurture, due 
the s t r a n g e r l e s u l t s that h a v e fol lowed 
by which the Saybrouks seem io nav« 
.•••conn t h e owners uf near ly al l hi' 
piuperty. have greatly embi t t ered yuui 
iati.« t s fee l ings toward h i m H e Jeem. 
t,. i . g u i d the ldeu <.f your marrlag< 
ttltli him a s a th ing to be prevented a 
all huiur. ia Kor m> part , a l thougt 
1 hail a l w a y s l iked (.'iuu.de. und bellevei 
in his truth and s incer i ty . I mu»t ;ru 
i M- his huiiM'l lies-iii- to get a w a y ai 

b.Min nf h i s uui-i was i lead. his stiaiiRt 
u • Ik n to i a l s - n.oi.ey. h i s unaccnunt 
u. i' .. l t d a'u have s h a k e n my formei 
la: h in h im 1 trust t h a t every su» 
p.i-i -ii ..ga-ti.M him may t>e untrue , Lul 
\ u j h.-i.w, iny dear ih l ld , that this i: 
u w. .r l l .: u-ii,illation, in wh ich Ui» 
i>"t'le-t uii-i In st s o m e t i m e s f a l l , aia 
*><• t a n .ully ti ust no uiie. " 

"1 kiMiu I'laude'B faults ." repll.-i 
R .su. 1 know that he w a s ambition.-
and i eck lrss of the op in ions ot t n o s e hi 
dlU not ..ure for. but I would s t a k e my 
lile oi. ma truth and guouness ." 

1. ton, have believed a s Jou , m> 
diui child, ' said the mother , but yn 
« r must remember that Claude ' s very 
generosity and care lessness of tlia 
win Id's cr i t ic ism would be the u.uaiilu-
that would expose him t o the mos 
teu.ptat ion when cast upon his o w n ro 
suu ices out in the world." 

Rosa w a s silent. She could s e e the 
soundness of her mother ' s reasoning 
I t ivaa but an echo of the fear t h a t had 
a l w a y s lain at her own heart. A n d >it 
—yet she sti l l c lung tu her faith In her 
lo \er , she knew not why , perhaps , as 
the d r o w n i n g man c l ings to a s t raw, be 
cuuse It w a s the only hope left uf safety 
tu her perishing dream of happiness. 
\ l thougf? It consoled h-r great ly t o hav 
her mother ' s full confldem-e once more 
Kosa could profit nothing by her coun 
^ 1 . bhe w a s left stil l to her o w n un
aided resolution to make the decision 
JO important to her future weal or woe. 

On the m o r n i n g after h e r con versa 
tion wi th her mother, Rosa, full of an 
guish and undecls ion, arrayed hersell 
lor a walk In the open air, hop ing the 
clear, br ight day, the fresh breeze, the 
songs of t h e birds, and the cheerful as
pect of Nature , would revive the intenst 
strain of her feel ings, and enab le her tc 
Uiink and decide more c lear ly . Shi 
bent her s t eps a lmos t unconsciously 
down the road a n d into t h e l ane thai 
led to the old woods where s h e hac 
taken l eave of Claude. S h e w a s sud 
denly Impelled w i t h a n irresist ible de 
s ire to"*visit the spot w h e r e t h e y had 
parted. S h e wandered d o w n into th< 
wood, a n d s o o n w a s seated in the placi 
where she had l i s tened t o h i s lasi 
words. S h e remained a l o n g time. g iv . 
i n g herself up to sad reflections, and 
each m o m e n t f e e l i n g her resolution 
grow stronger to dare a n d endure 
e v e r y t h i n g before she would break the 
fa i th s h e h a d here pledged to remain 
true to him forever. 

After awhi le , s h e arose and walked 
o n , f o l l o w i n g the p a t h that wound lr, 
t h e d irect ion of Rolff House . Suddenl j 
s h e c a m e o n the figure of a man, seat
e d on a rook by t h e path, a n d partial ly 
concea led b y a l arge tree. S h e stopped 
a n d u t t e r e d a l i t t le cry, w h e n he turn
ed his h e a d and s h e s a w t h a t it was 
Carl Crum. 

The o ld fe l low arose and gree ted het 
w i t h o u t s t r e t c h e d p a l m s , i n wh ich she 
placed both her o w n hands. 

" W e l l - a - d a y . " h e e x c l a i m e d , *'whc 
would h a v e t h o u g h t to meet you here, 
rosebud? B u t I a m g lad t o see you 
tah ing the good medic ine of air and 
sunsh ine , a l t h o u g h , j u d g i n g from your 
pa le cheeks , you do not t ake enough ol 
it. Ah , I l o v e to s e e t h e cheekp of the 
youn.g rosy , and their e y e s bright with 
happ ines s . You d o »<n appear happy, 
Rosa ." 

"I a m not happy ," replied Rosa, feel
i n g all r e s e r v e depart In the presence of 
t h e old m a n ' s p leasant face and kindly 
smile; "I a m very, v e r y unhappy ." 

"And no doubt I c a n g u e s s the reason 
therefor," repl ied old Carl, s h a k i n g his 
grizzled head . "I h e a r it reported tha , 
y o u are to m a r r y R a l p h Saybrook. Ah, 
it gr i eves m e to h e a r so . 1 a m no judge 
of h u m a n n a t u r e if t h a t y o u n g m a n la 
n o t as cold and h e a r t l e s s a v i l la in as 
e v e r g r o u n d the f a c e s of t h e poor ot 
murdered a w o m a n b y s l o w degrees . 
N o , no, h e i s no m a t e for y o u , rosebud, 
a n d I n e e d n o t a s k to k n o w that you 
c a n n e v e r g i v e h i m y o u r h e a r t " 

"There Is no p r o m i s e — n o e n g a g e 
ment," repl ied R o s a , a n x i o u s to c leat 
herself f rom the i m p l i e d r e b u k e o f the 
o l d m a n ' s w o r d s ; "but , a l a s , m y f a t h e 
arges m e tor. aceapt h i m , a n a it is only 
b y a nominm of filial d u t y t h a t I can 
escape a f a t e I BhHOder t o t h i n k of." 

s y m p a t h y as well a s curios i ty , a n a . de
termined to f a t h o m what be already 
conceived to b e a plot o f his bated 
enemy, he gradual ly a n d ski l l fu l ly drew 
tiom Rosa t h e w h o l e s t o r y o f the 
scheme to force Ralph Saybrook o n het 
f a v o r as a suitor. 

"So , so," muttered the old man, aftet 
he h a d learned e v e r y detai l of the mat
ter, "they would force y o u to marry 
y o u n g Ralph, a n d t h e y a r e to fit ur 
Rolff House a s a bridal present , eh; 
N o w . by all t h e g o o d a n g e l s , thai 
scheme should n e v e r prosper L e t m< 
adv i se you, rosebud. I am old enough 
to b e a l i t t le wise , a n d in t h i s mat ter I 
feel so deep a s y m p a t h y for you that ( 
long to help you , a n d I think I h a v e a 
plan In m y h e a d that will d o it. I can 
see that you s h r i n k from disobeying 
your father, a l t h o u g h the thought ol 
marriage with Ralph is a s repugnant 
to y o u as can be. Well , as I understai , ! 
It. t h a t old fox h a s c a u g h t your fathei 
with a promise that he will fit up Rolfl 
H o u s e for you and R a l p h w h e n y o u are 
married. P e r h a p s he m e a n s to, b t 
there may be difficulties In t h e way th. 1 
he l i t t le dreams of. Ah, he 's a crafty 
vi l la in; but we will be craf ty too. Now 
rosebud, mark me. You go back home 
and tell your f a t h e r that you have 
made up your mind, and t h a t you wl I 
marry Ralph o n one condition. Lei 
that condition be t h a t the wedding 
shall not take place till Rolff H o u s e il 
repaired and res tored to i t s formei 
grandeur. Now, don't look as tonished 
trust an old m a n w h o would g ive his 
life for you, and would rather see you 
dead than married to Ralph Saybrook 
My word for it, they will never g o fai 
In t h e work of r e p a i r i n g t u n restoring 
Rolff House. S t r a n g e t h i n g s have hap-1 
pened in the old h o u s e , a n d s trange] ' 
th ings may yet come to pass. The pop- , 
ular belief Is that it Is haunted. 01 | 
course, this is s i l l y , ye t there is a mys- i 
tery about the house, and, m y word foi 
it, It will never be repaired and re- , 
stored save by the rightful heir. A' 
least, the plan I propose would g ive yoi 
time, and rel ieve you for awhi le fron 
the s tra in of anxie ty that Is undermln 
li.g > uur heal th , anJ so tuj i t would bi 
good. It will take u long Unir to fullj 
repair Rulff House , and much may hap j 
pen in the meant ime 1 ferl assured wi 
can trust the future. The good Lort 
will help us. H e a l w a y s he lps thosi 
who pul their trust In him Do a s 
counsel, rosebud, an'l if all does no 
turn out well w e shal l at least havi 
time to arrange new i i lans 

The hearty eut.ii:..-«» with which thi 
old m a n e h t c i i . . mi . . Ui<- sutijei l of be 
troubles, his klmlly s y m p a t h y , a m 
ready ailv.ee. w . i . very g i a t e f u l ti 
Rosa !!•• Kfinitii for the moment i 
gond angel i-eni tu comfort and hell 
hei ln» mlvni- a p p e a l e d tu her vvlsi 
and s l n m i l , but nhe hes i ta ted to usi 
any d i - i ipt lun toward her father Oh 
fa i l , hutttver . used hlH best e h d e a v o n 
to convince her thut some cralt wai 
l I'ssary to n.. . t th> c lafty uiheniei 
o.' the lavvyii, a : . ! urged h i s plan m 
tiiriMiiently that .-he w a s at last fully 
ci-nv inceit that If whe g a v e her promlKt 
an adv laud she would nmst probably 
heVi-r be called upon t o fulllll It. 

And so. her sp l i l t s rnui h restored, a m 
dei ply resolving the subjec t In hei 
mind, she leturiit-d h<.me H e r fathei 
was s i t t i n g in his u. > unturned chair vi 
the s t o o p as. she entered the yard amok 
ing h i s pipe Rosa did nut seek tc 
avoid him, a s she might have done, h a i 
she not had old Carl's plan In her m i n d 
Uu t h e contrary, she boldly approacheC 
him, and, s topping b< side his cha ir 
placed her hand on hln shoulder The j 
old m a n looked u p and was evidently 
puzzled a moment by her bright and 
cheerful look I 

"Eh. been walking"" he Maid, emiulr 
ingly. "It has done you good Where 
havt. y o u been '" [ 

"I>own through the woods, and HVPI 
toward Rolff House, futher." was the ' 
reply. | 

"Well, what w a s tin ie to s e e there?' , 
he asked, half suspic ious ly I 

Her sudden return to iheer fu lness Was 
ev ident ly puzzl ing to him ' 

"There w a s much t o be seen." she 
replied, keeping in mind the parrying 
out of old Carl's adv ice . "For one 
thing, there was Kolff House . I m u s t 
decide, you know, w h e t h e r I w i l l like II 
for my future home." | 

" E h ? - s o . s o , to be sure , to be sure,"! 
he replied, a surprised smile s teal ing 
over h i s face "It's very proper y o u 
should do so. But you'll be sure to l ike 
i t when it i s all fixed u p aga in . A h , ' 
i t was a grand place once , Rosa." I 

"So y o u h a v e told m e . father," she 
replied; "and I h a v e m a d e up m y mind 
that if It Is ful ly restored to i t s ancient 
dignity 1 would l ike to be mistress o l 
i t " 

These words had a decidedly enliven
i n g 'ffect on the old farmer. H e looketf 
a t his d a u g h t e r aga in , a s If he was noi 
quite s u r e he was not dece ived in wha< 
h e had heard; but the g l a n c e seemed U 
reassure him. 

"I a m glad to hear y o u s a y so," h« 
replied, cheerfully. "I've a l w a y s sai< 
you'd w a k e u p ye t and know what u 
best for you. W h y . a n y girl might b« 
proud t o be mis tress o f Rolff H o u s e 
W h e n i t is fixed u p a g a i n , Ra lph anc" 
y o u can live there l ike k i n g and queen.' 

"But there's one th ing , fa ther ," Ross 
made h a s t e to say. "I h a v e n e y e r beer 
satisf ied that Mr. Saybrook h a s a gooc 
t i t l e to the house . It seerris so strong* 
t h a t Claude should m a k e i t over to h i m 
There m a y b e some deception about i t 
I hope y o u wil l a l low m e to refuse t< 
marry R a l p h till the h o u s e Is ful ly re
paired a n d restored, a n d the title is 
m a d e p e r f e c t l y clear." 

"To b e sure I will ," replied t h e blufl 
Old fe l low. "No need to adv i se m« 
about t h a t . W e must h a v e a wr l t t e t 
a g r e e m e n t , a n d t h e y must carry every
th ing o u t to the letter. I'll see to t h a t 
Y e s , y e s , by m y dunder, we'l l h a v e that 
a l l s traight . Never shal l y o u l e a v e this 
house, l i t t l e girl , till there 's a place fit 
f o r a q u e e n to put you in ." 

"I h a v e o n e more f a v o r t o ask, 
father ," said Rosa. 

"Well, out with it," replied the old 
m a n , n o w in the best of humor. 

"I do n o t w i s h Ralph to be a n y t h i n g 
m o r e t o me than h e is n o w t i l l aftei 
Rolff H o u s e Is fully repaired. Some
t h i n g m i g h t happen, you k n o w . " 

"Of course , of course—that sha l l t « 
a s you w i sh ," answered t h e o l d man. 
"It ' s a l w a y s well to be careful . Keer, 
h i m off; yes , yes—'twin hurry u p mat 
t ers . A h , you're a s h r e w d l i t t l e girl 
tha t ' s m y o w n Rosa now." 

B e n d i n g over and impr in t ing a kiss 
o n his oheek , R o s a turned a n d w e n t in 
t h e house , anxious not t o c o m m i t her
s e l f a n y further In t h e i m p l i e d consent 
•to marry Ralph Saybrook. 

C H A P T E B X X I V . 
X*ok o f energy w a s n o t a character

i s t i c of l a w y e r Saybrook. H a v i n g re -
•oJXlft # » . currying o u t t h e s c h e m e 

which invo lved the repair and restora
tion of Rolff H o u s e , h e proceeded about 
the b u s i n e s s w i t h a nervous , r e s t l e s s 
fretful energy pecu l iar to him. 

As h e had ant i c ipa ted , h e found thai 
there ex i s ted a prejudice a m o n g the m e 
cban lc s and w o r k i n g m e n of the place 
a g a i n s t h a v i n g a n y t h i n g t o do wi th th< 
old house . F e w would confess thai 
they w e r e s u p e r s t i t i o u s or timid enougr 
to be afra id of the g h o s t s , if a n y thvr« 
ex i s ted , in broad dayl ight , yet all seem
ed to h a v e a c o n v e n i e n t excuse for not 
e n g a g i n g In t h e lawyer ' s employ. li 
was e v i d e n t t h a t the myster ious d e u l 
of Leb. Sacke t t w a s not forgotten, .uic 
that the popular mind w a s disposed tc 
take t h e most supers t i t ious view of thai 
trag ic occurrence . 

The l a w y e r ' s task w a s not rendered 
any eas ier by the act ion of old f a r i 
Crum. That w o r t h y had of late faller 
Into o n e of his freak* of v is i t ing Hunk's 
bar-room of a n e v e n i n g , where of eoura« 
the proposed c h a n g e s at Rolff House 
formed one of t h e ch ie f topics of g o s s i p 
Over pipe a n d toddy, m a n y were tb« 
wonderfu l s t o r i e s rev ived or invented lr 
regard to the old m a n s i o n . Old f a r ' 
would s i t and l i s ten t o these , lean'tig 
back in bis c h a i r , h i s bead sunk on his 
ches t a n d hal f h id b y his round, broad 

shoulders , wh i l e his red face a n d kee> 
blue e y e s , f r a m e d in by his f loat ing 
frowsy whi te ha ir a n d beard, and hall 
seen through the veil of s m o k e from hl» 
short pipe, g a v e him the appearance o> 
some old mag ic ian , w h o s e occult knowl 
edge m i g h t wel l e x t e n d to w h a t e v e r wa. 
m y s t e r i o u s a n d unaccountable . B u 
when appea led to for his opinion oi 
a n y of the s u p e r s t i t i o u s ta l e s in regarc 
t o the old m a n s i o n , the old fel low woulc 
s imply reply w i t h a g r a v e s h a k e of th« 
head, which s e e m e d to Indicate that in 
wasn't disposed t o revea l w h a t he knew 
about the mat ter . Only once did h« 
open h i s lips on the subjec t . | 

It w a s late o n e e v e n i n g . T h e bar- j 
room w a s tilled, and a m o n g the com
pany were s e v e r a l w h o h a d been ap
proached by the l a w y e r wi th a v i e w t< 
e n g a g e their s e r v i c e s In t h e repairs &,• 
Rylff House Of course, the c o n v e r s a 
tlnn w a s directed to that a l l - importan' 
topic. 

"Well, for m y part " said one of thi 
oracles a pursy, downright little m a n 
w h o spent m o s t of his abundant 9pan 
t ime in the bar-room — w a v i n g his rlgh 
hund en . i g e t l c a l l y a s he talked. " 
w.Hildn't go near that old house for any 

money—no not for all the treasure then 
IK .. the great vault , that old Magnui 
Rolff so ld his sou l for N o gentleinei 
— no. s ir And w h y ' " 

"1'erhajis b e c a u s e you are afraid yoi 
might h a v e to do some work," repllei 
th . landlord, sarcas t i ca l ly . 

Then- v as a t i t ter from a few of thi 
circle 

' No, sir. no, sir," replied the litth 
man . noth ing daunted , a n d gruwlni 
no.re M-rlous in his m a n n e r , "because 
sir. there's no tel l ing when .-Id Magnui 
Itnlff m a y be let loose from the inferna 
r.-Kions t.. visit his t reasures In the olc 
house Who w a n t s to m-"et h i m " 
don't gent l emen . Leb. Kacki-tt's fate li 
wHin lng enough for m e . " 

"l'i-iih"' said a large, red-whiskered 
pit asat i t - faced man, one of the fe.< 
et piles In ihe place In regard to th« 
f ilea told about Rolff House . "Win 
I . ib ves that s t o r y ? " 

"I do " responded t h e l i tt le mat 
prompt ly "There's no doubt ibout it 
Jle'o been seen more t h a n i n i f l t i 
gospel truth, g e n t l e m e n . Here- -I'l 
l e a v e it to old Carl " I 

The old man w a s a c c u s t o m e d to t h e n 
a p p e a l s , but of late, n s has been sa id 
h a d replied only with a g r a v e snake oi 
t h e head, which, however , w a s more ef 
fect lve than words in confirming tin 
impress ion as to his k n o w l e d g e i f th« 
al leged m y s t e r i o u s events . On this oc 
caslon. however , he c h o s e to sp*-ak. 

"All I h a v e to $<ay in reply to thi 
ques t ion of our friend," he said, "li 
t h a t if a n y t h i n g couuld rouse eld Mag 
n u s Rolff from his grave—if he evei 
h a d a grave—it would be for thdt p i ec . 
l ous rascal , A n t h o n y Saybrook, or any 
of his a g e n t s , to e n t - r Rolff H O U S J fci 
the purpose of despoi l ing It " 

S a y i n g this, the old m a n se t t l ed bacl 
In his cha ir a g a i n , a n d r e s u n v j bli 
s m o k i n g . His w o r d s produced a n lm j 
press ion. and w e r e quoted about th< 
v i l lage n e x t d a y in a n exaggera te t i 
form to the effect that old Carl hat . 
prophes ied that if a n y a t t e m p t wai 
m a d e to enter the old house the s>plrl 
of M a g n u s Rolff would b e roused Iron 
his g r a v e to resist it 

Spite of all the re luctance he foun< 
a m o n g t h o s e w h o m he approacned oi 
the subject , to jngaglnsr in h i s empioj 
to a s s i s t in repa ir ing Rolff House , An
t h o n y Saybrook d H not grow dis
couraged. He wel l knew the powers ol 
pers i s tency , f lat tery a n d ridicule, anc 
he employed t h e m wi th all his skil l 
S o m e he coaxed Into acceptance , o t h e n 
he ridiculed so u n s p a r i n g l y for theli 
coward ice that t h e y w e r e fa in to giv» 
w a y at las t , w h i l e a few w e r e not hall 
disposed to be l ieve in the g h o s t s tor ie s 
a n d were ready e n o u g h t o accept hu 
terms. 

S o the work of r e s t o r i n g a n d repair
i n g was b e g u n at Rolff House . A force 
of laborers w a s put to w o r k i n improv
ing the grounds , while carpenters and 
m a s o n s en tered t h e old b o u s e to com
m e n c e the ir labors there. 

It was A n t h o n y S a y b r o o k : s des ign tc 
m a t e r i a l l y c h a n g e the old bouse , but 
s imply t o put It in good repair. The 
w a l l s and frame w e r e a s s u b s t a n t i a l as 
ever , a n d needed but l i t t l e a t t en t ion . 

I t was ev ident e n o u g h t h a t most ol 
the w o r k m e n entered the o ld house 
w i t h re luctance , and t h a t t h e y were 
prepared t o w i t n e s s s o m e s t r a n g e de
v e l o p m e n t s . E v e n had n o t h i n g mys
ter ious occurred, s o m e of t h e mort 
t i m i d or supers t i t i ous , under the strain 
of n e r v o u s expec ta t ion , would probablj 
h a v e fanc ied ere l ong t h a t t h e y heard 
or s a w s o m e t h i n g out of the usual way. 

B u t s o m e t h i n g d id occur. 
T h e first forenoon's work In Rolfl 

H o u s e h a d not p a s s e d b y before a l 
present i n the h o u s e were alert and 
l i s t en ing t o a m y s t e r i o u s sound thai 
occurred occas iona l ly . I t w a s a l o w 
muffled, pecul iar boom, t h a t w a s heart! 
at regu lar Interva l s , a n d soon b e g a i 
to a t t rac t a t t e n t i o n a n d remark. Ii 
w a s not loud, and y e t It s e e m e d to pen
e t r a t e e v e r y part o f the great bu i ld ing 
and t o be beard a b o v e the sound of the 
tools In u s e . P e r h a p s the s e n s e s of the 
hearers w e r e s h a r p e r from a sort ol 
nervous dread a n d expec ta t ion , but cer
ta in it i s that e v e r y b o d y w a s soon 
a w a r e t h a t they cou ld not d i s t rac t t h e h 
a t tent ion from t h e s t r a n g e sound. Al; 
day long, a t regular in terva l s o f t w o oi 
three m i n u t e s , It w a s heard. I t did not 
s e e m to b e In a n y part icu lar par t ol 
the house , but t h i s m i g h t h a v e been 
m o r e a p p a r e n t t h a n real, o w i n g t o the 
n e r v o u s n e s s of t h e l i s teners . 

E v e r y b o d y k n o w s t h e p o w e r o f a l o w 

regular , "unusual aouna. occurr ing 
the n ight , to work on t h e senslblUtiei 
a i .ervous or t imid p e r s o n . Much 
s a m e effect w a s produced o n the I 
c o u r a g e o u s of t h e w o r k m e n b y the my1 

terious sound. All d a y long it did i 
vary in i n t e n s i t y or i n the regular »:<> 
notony of Its occurrence , but. to tht 
f *: s i t ive n e r v e s of t h o s e w h o aJ2ribute< 
it to s o m e s u p e r n a t u r a l cause , it gradu 
piiy, a s t h e c l o s e of t h e d a y drew o n 
s e e m e d to a s s u m e a deeper and inon 
s o l e m n if not m e n a c i n g tone . 

That night t h e s t r a n g e sound ti-» 
h a d been beard in Rolff H o u s e wa- ii • 
talk of the v i l lage , a n d the more t. . 
w o r k m e n had their f e a r s wrought or 
by the w a r n i n g s and prognost icat ion: 
of evi l they heard on every hand. 

The next day not half of t h e workmer 
appeared to r e s u m e t h e i r labors at R >ir 
House . A number of them, h o w n r 
m a d e their appearance , qui te resolvec 
not to be eas i l y fr ightened. 

T h e y w e n t to work, a n d t h e mysteri
ous sound w a s beard as before. By 
noon, the pan ic had b e e n c o m m u n i c a t e , 
to others , and t h e y dld^not return, anc 
before n ight s t i l l o t h e r s h a d left thel i 
p o s t a The nfact day, t h e bui ld ing w a i 
pract ica l ly deserted. 

[To be continued,] 

BIRDS ON HATS. 

Fair jVuplU In Nan llruoawlcfc N. J 
ouliool l ined aiHtiujm Lotiutua'a Uequeat 

P r o m i s e s m a d e by s e v e r a l hundred 
g i r l s a t t e n d i n g t h e publ i c s c h o o l s ol 
N e w B r u n s w i c k , N. J., t o refrain 
from w e a r i n g s o n g b i r d s u p o n their 
hats h a v e caused c o n s t e r n a t i o n a m o n g 
the m i l l i n e r s of that c i ty , but if ad
hered t o It wil l afford t h e r e s i d e n t s of 
New B r u n s w i c k an o p p o r t u n i t y of 
hear ing a g r a n d opera s i n g e r a t a nom
inal cost . 

Mrs. Mary R. J o r d a n , the musical 
ins tructor In the publ ic s c h o o l s of N e w 
Brunswick , rece ived a le t ter lately 
f.-om Mme. Llll i L e h m a n n , a grand 
opera s inger . In w h i c h she promised 
to s ing <n t h a t c i t y in N o v e m b e r If the 
g ir l s a t t e n d i n g t h e s c h o o l s wou ld for
s w e a r the w e a r i n g of b irds in taetr 
hats This i s In accordance winb the 
pr inc ip les of t h e A u d u b o n society 
which a ims to d \ s c o u r a g e t h e use of 
birds for t r i m m i n g purposes . 

T h e g i r l s read i ly a g r e e d t o d i spense 
with the birds , e v e n at the r i sk of be
ing cons idered o u t of fa sh ion , and 
Mme L e h m a n n h a s b e e n a d v i s e d by 
Mrs Jordjin that the c o m p a c t will be 
fa i thful ly kept S o m e o f the g i r l s , w h o 
belong to the best social c i rc le s in N e w 
Brunswick , are d o i n g thear b e s t to In
terest the ir f r i ends in t h e crusade , <ind 
the m i l l i n e r s are at a loaa f o r m e a n s 
to counterac t the m o v e m e n t . 

D i s p e n s i n g w i t h the birds promises 
to b e c o m e a popular fad. w h i c h will be 
taken up by New B r u n s w i c k women . 
The City I m p r o v e m e n t S o c i e t y , com
posed largely of s o c i e t y ' s l eading spir
its. Is exac ted to Indorse t i e m o v e m e n t 
as a mat ter of pr inc ip le , regardless of 
any Interest its m e m b e r s m a y feel In 
the ta lented s o l o i s t . 

There was a n o t i c e a b l e lack of birds 
upon the spring b o n n e t s so ld by N e w 
Brunswick m i l l i n e r s 

A s i s ter tu Sorouli In London. 
T h e r e has been talk f o r s o m e t ime 

In L o n d o n a n e n t the f o r m a t i o n of a 
c lub for Amer ican w o m e n on the l ines 
of S o r o s l s and w h i c h cou ld be affiliated 
wi th this mother of c l u b a T h e talk, 
unt i l l a t e ly , s e e m e d l i k e l y t o go u § 
In s m o k e , but w i t h i n t h e l a s t few 
w e e k s the project has t a k e n such form 
that the projec tors are c o n f i d e n t of Its 
"ultimate success . 

Of i ts need there is no ques t ion , and 
Mrs H u g h Griffith, he p r o p o s e d presi
dent of the new o r g a n i z a t i o n , speaks 
m o s t ' p o s i t i v e l y of Its b e i n g an assured 
fact In t h e near future. 

"It Is in tended ," q u o t i n g Mrs. Grif
fith, "to m a k e the s o c i e t y both se lect 
and, 'useful . It wi l l probably be affili
ated wi th the N e w York S o r o s i s . It In 
proposed as a c lub for A m e r i c a n wo
men in L o n d o n . " 

T h e h e a d q u a r t e r s of t h e c lub wi l l be 
t h e H o t e l Cecil . T h e r e i s n o doubO 
as t c the success of t h e c lub , s o far 
a s n u m b e r s are c o n c e r n e d . T h e real 
difficulty wi l l be t o k e e p a s e l e c t c lub 
w h e r e A m e r i c a n w o m e n can t m e e t 
per iod ica l ly . 

A Onlly Hint From Paris . 
T h e c u s h i o n r e p r e s e n t e d i s c o m p o s e d 

of a s q u a r e of c o l o r e d v e l v e t e m b r o i d 
ered w i t h a p p l i q u e p a t t e r n s i n s i lk . 
Th i s Bquare Is laid o n a r o u n d e d cush
ion of a darker co lor , and a p p e a r s a s if 
fas tened t o it by t h e four c o c k a d e s or 

r ibbon at t h e c o r n e r s . T h e I l ly l e a v e s 
are of w h i t e s a t i n , la id o n N i l e green 
v e l v e t a n d a p p l i q u e s , a n d the s t e a m s 
are embro idered In dark g r e e n s i lk . 
— F r o m t h e E u r o p e a n E d i t i o n of t h e 
Herald . 

Alma, T o * Of ten Trua, 

MttBton—Do you try your Jokes on, 
/cur friends before you publish, them? 

Jokus—I vied to. I gave it up tor 
lack of material. 

Miston—Jokee? 
Jokua—No, Indeed; friends. 
"I must send them all circulars," ex-

tialmed the man who was addressed by 
ais acquaintances as professor. "Those 
men who have testified in the investt-
tatlon ought to know about me." 

"What business are you In?" 
"I have a new system of memory 

raining."—Washington Star. 
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