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most salntly priests ever sent to th
American mission. He was a natly
of Belgium, and a descendent of on
»f the oldest and wealthiest famllle
of that country. The old mansion i
fwhich he was bhorn Is still standing
and is one of the most conspicuous by
the neighborhood of Sleldinge. It
surrounded by stately trees, grow
from nuts sent by Father de Seill
from America. The little chapel wher
the futmre missionarv uwsed to retir
to commune with God, and where. i
the bright morning of youth, he mad
the generous sacrifice of all that |
nearest and dearest to the huma
heart for His love, {8 preserved. Th
hallowed spot was lately vyiited by 1
priest of our acquaintance who had al
80 the happiness of spending som:
hours with the noble family whicl
cherishes with effectionate plety th.
memory of its apostolic son. We an
told that the beautifu! garden adjoin
ing the residence of the De Sellle, ant
which % now a rendezvous of plety fo
the whole district of Sleldinge anc
neighboring villages, on account of §
tepreseniailon of the Groillo o
Lourdes which it contains, was plan
ned by Father de Seille himself.

The precise date when our mission
ary first came to Indlana i8 not known
but the period of nis ministry is place:
betweon the years 1832 and 1837. Hi
mission embraced a portion of thre:
States—Indiana, Michigan and Il
nois. A aick-call sixty or elghty mtle
awWay was 3 COmmon ocourrence ir
those days, when priests were few ant
far apart. Notre Dame, when Fatha
de Seille came here, was a favorit
camping-ground of the Pottawatomies
a large and powerful tride of which the
last chiefs have long since pasme¢
away. The record of the short b
fruitful years of Father de BSeflle’
ministry has not come down to us;
the early missionaries were as hum-
ble as they were zealous; they neves
thought of perpetuating their memory
or leaving in writing the history of
their lives and labors, and the letter:
which they wrote to relatives an¢
friends, or to their religious superiorn
in Europe, form the principal source:
of the historian's information. Thelt
good deeds are registered in heaven
The land which they watered witt
their tears. fertilized with their sweat
and sanctified with their blood. ha
brought forth an abundant harvest
God blessed thelr labore more fully
becauss of their humility and self
forgetfuln ess.

Father de Sellle 18 described as ¢
man of a grave and reserved manner
His long intercourse with the Indian:
imparted to him a tinge of their deeg
melancholy. His face, though youth
tful. bore the trace of suffering and
the marks of years; abstinence was
written onn his brow. and his downcas!
eyo accorded with his meek profession
But under that calm exterior beat the
‘burning heart of an apostle whose
very breath was for God. The love
of the Indians for their black-robe was
beyond exmpression; they loved him a:
their father, bemefactor and friend—as
‘the good messenger aof the good God.'

The vemerable priest who followed
close in the footsteps of the saintly De
8eille, arriving at the mission only o
foew years after hils predecessor's
death, tells us that no sooper did he
set foot In his new home than he was
invited to visit the grave of the de-
parted misslonary’ 80 much was he
venerated. The house in which he
lived was still atanding; it was a log
shanty, divided into two apartments,
one of which served as a chapel, the
other as a sleeping-room. Everything
remained much as the good father hagd
left it. There was his rude bed. hig
table, some books, and a few chairs
In the chapel was the little wooden
altar where he dafly satd mass. Its
only ornament was a beautiful pleture
of the Mater Dolorosa, after the Bel
glan design. Here Father de Seille
was burled. Some years after, when g
new church was bullt, the hody was
removed and placed in a vault under
the maln altar. A large cross now
marks the spot where the lttle log
«cabinr used to stand, and a row of ev-
ergreen trees forms an enclosure.

‘What a change has taken place in
the years that have elapsed since the
death of Father de Sellle! The little
mission is now the home of 2 numer-
ous religions community, and the seal
of a large and flourishing university
‘which holds a first rank among Cath-
olic institations of learning In the
United Stamtes. Tnstead of the rude
Jog chapel may be seen one of the fin-
est churches in the West, Across the
beaudiful lake, the banks of which
‘were onte dotted with the wigwams:
of the Indians, %half-hiddew in the

trees. is the Scholasti¢ate, where many |

a young Levite has prepared himsell
in silence and retirement for the ser-
vies of the sanctvary—the realization
perlizps, of the missionary's prayer
that God would send ofher laborers in-
to his vineyard. Tormierly the mar-

“gin of the 1ald was graced By majes.

tic oaks and hickories; only the
stumps remain. Along the borders of

- ¢his Inke, then in its primeval beauty,
© Wather do Suille oftsa wandered, while

ing leave he told them they would
probably pever seo him agaiu. Thes
were deeply grisved at his sad an.
nouncement, for they loved him as ¢
father. He seemed to allude to his ap-
proaching death, and yet he was
the prime of life, and to all appearance
full of vigor. The poor Indians, soon
to be deprived of their beloved black.
robe. crowded around him to ask the
neaning of his words. "1 have a great
fourney to perform,” he said; *“pray
for me. and do not forget to say your
beads for me.” With this he left
them. and started home on foot, a dis-
tance of about thirty-five miles al-
though he kept a horse for occaslons
when prompt attemdance might be
necessary to secure the salvation of a
son]. That same day he reached Notre
Dame, apparently in the enjoyment of
his usual health. Next morning, how-
ever. he fell il], and it was not with-
nut great effort that he was able &q
offer the Holy Bacrifice. Towarda
noon he declared to those around him
that he should not live long, and told
them it would be prudent to send for
a priest. but no one csuld b3 persusd-
ed that there was any immediate dan.
ger. Next ‘morning bhe felt much
worse. and gave orders to dispatch twe
messengers for a priest—one to Lo-
gansport, the other to Chlcago. dls-
tant reepectively sixty-six and eighty-
six miles. He feared lest one of the
priests might be absent on & sick-call
It happened that both were 111, and
unable to leave home. The messengert
returned alone, after an mbsence of
three days. Meanwhile the sick man
bad grown much worse, but physiriansg
were still confident of his recovery.
Not =0 Father de Seiile: he knew this
{llnoss was his last; and bis &isap.
pointment, when he learned that uo
priest had arrived, may'be imsagined.
That fInestimable consolation, which
he had often undertaken long and
painful journeys to secure for his dy-
ing penitents, he bimself cannot have,
It was the will of Providence; he
bowed his head in humble sudbmission.
His lite had been one of seif-denial—
a eacrifice shall crown it. He prepared
himzalf s best he could, for his
strength was ebbing fast. The tender
devotion which he always entertained
for the Mother of God fortified and
consoled him. She it must have been
who prompted him to an act of saint-
like devotion. Buddenly the dying
priest made an effort to rise. He
summoned his attendants, and sasked
to be carried to the adjolning chapel.
Tenderly they raised him up and bore
him to the foot of the altar. Thers he
knelt for some moments, sapported in
their arms. A sigonificant glance at
his surplice and stole told tbhem his
purpose. They hastened to vest him.
He raised himself, and with tremb-
ng hand unlocked the tabernacle and
drew forth the clborium. He uncov-
ere it and casts a long, loving, tender
look at the Sacred Host. Then hum-
bly bepding, he administered to him-
solf the Holy Viaticum.

Again he knelt for a long time In
profound adoration. Te was now
prepared to dis, and He whom he had
loved so ardently and served so well
was soon to receive him in an steroal
embrace. The attendants were dumb
with emotion. Fearlng he would die
in thelr arms, they conveyed him hack
to his room and placed him gently on
the bed. He thanked them again and
again. Im less than half an hour, while
invoking the sweet names of Jesus and
Mary, and with a calm smile on his
countenance, he expired without =
struggle. Thus dled in the flower of
his age, Father de Sellle, one of the
most devote@ missionaries the Church
bas ever had in America. His life and
hls death are his hest eunlogy.

‘The ead news of Father de Sellle’s
death was soon known to every one in
the village. His parting words at Po-
kegan had sunk deep inmto the hearts
of the poor Indians; what was to be-
fall him? they thougki; and what was
it that made their hearts so heavy?
After seme time the suspense became
insufferadble, and they resolved to set
out for Notre Dame. It happened as
the missionary had foretold them:;
twhen they arrived he was no more.
It was a day of gloom for the poor In-
dians. They gathered in silent grouope
iaround the death-bed, and stood like
statues, gazing at the features of their
beloved Father. An Indian never
cries, but the deepened shade of mel-
ancholy in their dusky faces told the
anguish of their hearts. ¥For three
days the mourning continued, and no
one thought of burylng the corpse. It
was only when the authorities of the
nearest town ordered it to be done,
that the Indlans could resign them-
selves to perform the sad office. Poor
Tndians! they knew thelr loss. From
him, whom they now looked upon for
the last time, they had recetved (Yod"a
best gift—the Faith; he had instructed
and baptized more than half of them,
and his bands were ever extended to
imbart to them temporal and spiritusl
blessings. .

Tt seems to have been thae eommon
hellet of the whole tribe that Fathse

‘he declared that it would never be
touched by fire; two or three times af-
terwards everything around it was
consumed by the destroylng clement,
but the cross romained uninjured.
‘When good Bishop Brute heard of
the {IIness of Father de Sellle, he sent
word to the priest stationed at New
Albany, Ind., to go at once t&°Logans-
port, to visit the priest there, and thep
to hasten to Father de Seoille, for hoth
were reported to be very ill. The ven-
Lerable mimsionary to whom thiz mes-
sage was sent i still iiving, and now
resides at Notre Dame. We called on
him one day befors wriling ttila sketch
hoping to hear some further particn-
lars of Father de Scille. .BHe was un-
well at the time, but he drew up ¢
chair near his own and kindly invited
us 10 be seated. “Yes,” heeald, in ans-
wer to our first questions, “I waa ala-
tioned at New Albany at the time of
Father de Sellle’s death; | remembaer !
well. As soon as ! recsived Bishog
Brute's letter 1 started at oncs for Lo
gansport, where 1 found the poO?
priest of that misslon very sick and in
great misery. T romalned with im
some time, and then set ont for Notre
Dame. How I came, or where I croms-|
ed the river, I havs mo ldem. It took
me fully & week to make the jonraey l
f stopped one night on the way at »
farm houe, and there I met a stran-
ger, who inquired If I were not »
priest, and golng to Notre Dame. 1
come from there,’ he ssid; “Fathar q¢
Sellle is dead' Neoxt moming I cuon.
tinned my journey, and en I an
rived at Notre Dame he was burled
I had hard work to deter the Indiam
from taking up the body sgain. I sald
mass for Father de Saflle, and fhen re-
turned home. The Indfins were able

to sing th in Latin wery well
and man them spoke French”
‘“Whers owe Indians now?” we
asked. do Beille had not besa
dead tung,”  ocontinued the narrator

*when the Government obliged the In.
dians to give up thelr Iand and move
further West. They would not go
howevear, without a priest. As there
were none that conld be wared, Fath.
er Patit, then & sub-demcon, was o
dained, snd §tarted for Missourl with
the Indians. He ded on the way, and
was succeeded by a Jemit PFather®
Our obliging Informant them showed
us a reliquary that belonged to Father
de Beille; it contained a ralls of Bt
Uozeph. “I have alip his challce,” he
edded; “both ware given to me bY
Bishop Brute.” We pressed the relig-
uary to our lps and, thanking our
venerable friend for his kindness,
urose to go. “Come to-morrow,” he
said, “and I will give you that chalice;
and, when I am dead, you shall have
the reliquary.” Next morning, st ap
early hour, the writer was knocking at
the missfonary's door to receive the
preclous chalice, of which he is now
the happy possessor, and which bhe
prizes more than words can €ell

‘But we are excesding our limits of
time and space. In conclumion it s
perhaps needless to say that at Motre
Dame, where our holy misionary
Hved and died, his memory is smong
the most cherished reminiscences of
the past. In a vault under the sanc.
uary of .the besutiful new church of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart now re-
poses all that could dle of Father Louls
de Seille.

TEMPTATION,

When o’er the garden of my sow,
Like thunder-clouds my passions roll,
And in the darkness and the din,
The unclean foo is climbing in,
O Queen of Angels, then be near,
Thou Mother af fair love and fear, -
And for one Ave's space compell
The unseen battle-front of Hell,
That ere my half-consenting heart
Yield up its yet uncongqueréd part,
in loving fear it swift may hide.
Deop in thy Jesus' wounded side, -
For this, thy silent tears were shed- }
Three hours—thres hours—while Jesus |
4b]9d
For this, thine eyes beheld Hin ate;
For this, thou heard’st His dying cry:
For this, one word He uttered twice,
In finishing Hig sacrifice;
“Son, see Thy Mother; Mother, see
Thy Son.” Then, Mother, shelter me
Within the Wound, whoge mystic rain
Eve’s name restored wjmgut a stain
To thes; O Mother undofiied,
Remind me thers, thy wayward child,
Ot 'what was dons upon the Rood,
What time began thy umhw&
Then from the garden of my heart,
The thunderuelom pha,u stratent “de

part,
The darkness and tﬁe din ehall ceass,
And my ono Ave end in peace.
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end that better ““peace which passes all
anderstanding,” sad must surely: bring:
-comfort to the bereaved pera
foved ones have received
clous hoepltality. .. ..

JDucey’s church has gone to buy
land for the hoise or to~ etect -thiy
‘building. .. b
the unsolielted gifts of thoss who iy
uzed its privilegzs and have the ntYal
to contribute to its subport. But A0
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At No. 9 Hast Twanty-eight stread,

 the city of New York, near Fifth | she
avenue, & building is now complsted |
within whose merciful walls will be'

:arried on & work of subltme devoijon
10 the service of humanity,

Those who are privileged to have
their loved ones die at home may nev-|
or have considered the destitution -s.izt

sven wealthy strangers withip theéj

city gates to whom §t may happsn—
and it happens every day-—ihat they!
dle friendless in & hotel or hoarding:
nouse from which they must be imme
dintely removed that no suspicion of {°
barboring the dead may disturd the:
peace of mind of thelr onetime Jal-.
ow-occupants in the plsce. from which |
tn spirit they have passed away,

Our clergy, our physiclane snd oi:f'

andertakera have opportunitytoknow |
that the body of the man or woman
«bo dies in a hotal or boarding house.
13 at once taker to the nexrast snder.
:aker's shop t0 be atorved until claimed.
by : rolatives or friends = A mt!m
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tontinent at the news that ber. m
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and alose in a .strange ciiy, oftem
reaches here to find that death g
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andertaker’s shop; but until to-day no:
ons has offersd the dead thai sheltwr
which msy-be expscied obly-—and,
tlag! not always from personal friends, { Pl
Father Thomas J. Ducey, rector of
3t. Lav's church, New York, has
tablished a “Houss. of Reposs for the i
Dead,” and he offers it, not alone to’

but to sorrowing humsnity—-men s¥d.
womsn, the church mehber md the
son-membar, whose demd have Ho-
where to he lain panding family -
rangements for their buriml, -

Whils many a time Father Dicey
hes given the use of ks private real-
dence to the stranger dead, for whom.
there was “no room a¢ the inm” he.
has for eighteen years sheltered in ths
orypt of his church and before its altax
thoke of his cresd who havs disd {n
this city away from their homes, angd
he wishes me to say that the Catholle:
dead will stii} find & résting plm Dh
fore 8t. Leo’s sliar .
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