
M 

WHIHH1»III»»IL1 

^ 

V 

si5-1 

• * f 

P J -

f<!> 

fes^-

E* *--"'*! 

'•̂ Ĥ 
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C H A P T E R XV. 
Obedient t o hie instructions, old C a r l 

Crum bad taken hla departure from t h e 
venerab le roof that had she l tered h l a 
b e a d ao lone, and for which he felt a n 
a lmos t romant i c at tachment , and d o m i ­
ci led himself in a tenant b o u s e on t h e 
Rolff p lace n e a r the ferry t h a t had f o r 
s o m a n y y e a r s been the s c e n e of h i * 
l abora W h a t the old fe l low t h o u g h t 
on the subjec t of his d i sgrace from t h e 
confidence b e bad en joyed In Rolff 
HouBe for ao m a n y years, nobody h a d 

m g m t s i never heard t h e like. R a t s ? 
N o . it ain't rate, I tell y o u . R a t s don't 
o p e n fluid b a n g doors, raise and let 
d o w n windows , f lash l i gh t s about tht 
house , and ut ter t h e m o s t awful ^roaxii 
a n d shrieks. Rat s don't carry the fur­
n i ture about from one room t o anothei 
dur ing the night , a n d p u l l a fellow out 
of bed a l l In a h e a p , as I was the ot net 
nlgrht There's o l d Margaret—It's Jusi 
t h e queerest t h i n s how those g h o a u 
p e r s e c u t e her . S h e ' s regular ly scared, 
a n d s a y s It all a Judgment b e c a u s e I 

„ , . . . „ „ „ , ... , w a s p u t In the house. Well. It's my 
£ 1™"™?! S°J"?ZJ>T*±y J?: opinion that this ain't the firs. t i n . . he mainta ined a dignified s i lence , a n d 
w e n t about b i s dut ies w i th his u s u a l 
tac t l turn Industry, 

B u t If old Carl v iewed h i s d i sp lace ­
m e n t b y the vagabond Leb . S a c k e t t 
w i t h s e e m i n g Indifference, h i s fa i thfu l 
companion in the serv ice of Rolff 
House , old Margaret, d id not . The a d ­
v e n t of' Mr. Sacket t , which took p lace 
t h e very day of Carl's departure , 
aroused the sp ir i t of t h e w o r t h y d a m e 
in qui te an unlooked-for manner , a n d 
led to a volubi l i ty of i n d i g n a n t e x p r e s ­
s ion of her fee l ings rather surpris ing 
to that Individual. 

Leb. affected to treat It all with easy 
Indifference, however, and at once made 
himself at home in hla new position. 

"It is quite needless for you to rail at 
me, fair and amiable Margaret," he re­
plied, to one of the old woman's out­
bursts; "the powers that be have put 
me here, and here I mean to stay. You 
will like my company better after ypu 
get better acquainted with me"—and 
bis ltps parted in a satirical smile that 
showed his yellow fangs In a not v«.ry 
agreeable manner. 

"Like a wolf," snapped old Margaret, 
her faded blue eyes fairly blazing her 
hatred and indignation. "A pretty neao 
you are for Rolff Rouse, Indeed, you 
thief and vagabond, as your father and 
mother were before you. What have 
you come here to steal? Oh, I'll watch 
you—I'll watch you." 

And watch him she did. Leb. soon 
found that It would have been Impos­
sible to have put a more vigilant rnd 
unrelenting detective on his notions 
than this faithful old domestic. She 
would steal around the house after him 
In the most tireless and noiseless way. 
and the constant fear of being under 
her observation rather interrupted the 
pleasure he bad promised himself in 
exploring the nooks and crannies of the 
strange old mansion. Whenever he be­
took himself to a new field of investi­
gation, he was pretty sure soon to be 
greeted with the picture of old Mar­
garet's grey head and wrinkled features 
framed In the shadow of a doorway or 
window, with all-observing eyes fixed 
fearlessly and suspiciously upon him. 

But Leb. was n<gt the kind of a man 
to be easily discouraged. Be resolved 
mentally "to fix the old lady," and, 
pending bis reflections en the matter, 
toe took occasion to report her attitude 
to his •mployer. 

"It wouldn't be a bad idea to get rid 
of her In some way," suggested the 
amiable Mr. Saybrook. 

"I might drop her In the old well, or 
look her up in oovof the old cellars and 
leave her there," responded Mr. Sack­
ett "Nobody would ever take the 
trouble to ittulre about her, I reckon." 

"No, no; that wouldn't do," answered 
[the lawyer. "Tou must think: of som* 
lather plan. { don't want her hurt. It 
wight make trouble." 
' ••Well," continued tab., 'TO try and 
|0X i t In some way. X feel a blsr Interest 
$ta bavins; her out of the way, but 1 
' lav* a food deal bigger interest In 

©Sag myself out of trouble. So I 
stih't likely to do anything very wicked. 
Hang: her, though, I'd enjoy the little 
#ob of wringer her weakened old reck 
But I suppose I will have to put up 

'Mtfftb heowhtte ye t I'll see what can 
ia*%6ni^''' • * ; ' • • . ' 
*"j%':furtli^r'reference was made, to 
|ithe subject, and two or three weeks 

^•vSBSIfSt W 'Without any change of af-
••?\c;jgfpnn* Roltt House. Old Margaret, in 
p^lSifil mean-time, did not become a Wt 
f. ' jreconoiled to the presence of I*eb. sack-
".• •"•' elC « M that worthy found her watca-

fult ft in V vigorous enmity to be any-
tl I sj but agreeable to him in his new 
jiu i i n 

Hit gradually ru'ttifirs began to be 
-»1 lm ered ^.oftt.ofj strange occurrences 
at It iff House, Lights had been seen 
n ing avy^|4e-|)to^e..by>those pass-
lrg at n l fch^^D^M^^f i^ejn sparks 

:>*&< 

ai 1 flam 
south tl 
surmise 1 | p p 
on one of lipiil 
hOUH< i 

L e b "iickf 
gated at tiffifiij 

•am the. great 
iisid it was 

i 'lb-ad bee» 
jifpstotb.eold. 

t h e dev i l h a s beext to pay In TTolfl 
House , t h o u g h there's never been a i .y -
b o d y there before to o w n u p to the 
f a c t s of the case . T h e spooks have beer 
h a v i n g a rest . I suppose , s ince the "M 
lady ' s death , and now they are t ry In 
to m a k e up for l o s t t ime." 

"Ain' t you afraid. Leb?" asked rn« 
of t h e l i s teners , w h o s e o w n teeth fairly 
c h a t t e r e d at the ghos t ly detai ls he Lad 
heard. 

" A f r a i d ' Yes, I am k i n d o" afraid." 
replied Leb . In a matter-of f a n v>*.\ 
"but y o u see I h a v e alwayB had a Hint] eberish the fr*id hope t.. win you 
of l i k i n g for g h o s t s , and then I ain't 
pa id for running a w a y from t h e h >use 
T h e ghos t s havn' t hurt m e , and I don't 
th ink they wil l . B u t , I tell you . b o y s , 
I k e e p m i g h t y c lear of that o ld n l l a r 
T h e y s a y there Is s o m e t h i n g worse thai-
g h o s t s down there sometimes. I don't 
w a n t t o say m u c h ; I c a n s tand the 
g h o s t s : but I don't feel exactly Baft 
a b o u t t h a t ce l lar V 

L e b . w a s n o w t h e hero of t h e hc-ur. 
E v e r y d a y added t o the burden of l i s 
g h o s t l y tales, of t h e doings at Rolff 
House . There were vory few In the l i t ­
tle v i l l age w h o w e r e not superst i t ious 
t n o u g h to p u t at least some faith In 
t h e s e stories, while the great m a j o r i t y 
rece ived them w i t h eager credence . 
S o m e whose curios i ty o v e r c o m e the ir 
f e a r would w«atch In the v ic in i ty of t h e 
b o u s e a t n ights , a n d never failed to e n ­
ter ta in their cronies on their return 
w i t h thr i l l ing accounts o f w h a t t h e y 
had wi tnessed . 

M a t t e r s w o n t on In thin way 'or t w o 
or three w e e k s . Rolff House was e n ­
j o y i n g a reputation It had never before 
ful ly borne a s an abode o f m l s c h e v o a s 
spirits , 'When the goss ip and Interest 
In t h e m a t t e r were suddenlyy great ly 
Increased by t h e fllgrht of old M a ma r e t 
from the h o u s e to t h e abode of a niece. 
a m a r r i e d w o m a n o f middle age . l iv ing 
In t h e v i l lage , w h e r e she arr ived s m i t ­
ten w i t h moral terror, and at once took 
to-bed w i t h Berlous Illness in conse­
quence o f . the nervous e x c i t e m e n t s h e 
had undergone . 

P r o m her confused s ta tements , 11 
w a s gathered that s h e h a d at first p u t 
no f a i t h in t h e real i ty o f the g h o s t l y 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s , a t t r i b u t i n g them sole ly 
to t h e wicked p r a n k s of Leb. S a c k e t t : 
but, a s d a y a f t e r d a y passed b y , a n d 
each n i g h t brought n e w a n d more m y s ­
ter ious occurrences , her courage h a d 
gradua l ly g iven w a y , t i l l at last a n 
e v e n t h a d occurred t h a t h a d complete ly 
terrified her a n d caused h e r to flee t h e 
house . W h a t this t e r r i f y i n g occurrence 
w a s she could not b e induced t o s ta te , 
but i t h a d evidently left a most serioua 
i m p r e s s i o n upon her mind and par t ia l ly 
shat tered her we l l -worn facu l t i e s . 

It w a s no t i ced , too . by t h o s e most i n ­
terested, that Leb. S a c k e t t no longer 
wore his usua l J a u n t y air. but s e e m e d 
u n u s u a l l y grave a n d pre-occupied i n 
all h i s ac t ions . Y e t he d id , n o t l e a v e 
the h o u s e . He a s s e r t e d t h a t there w e r e 
not g h o s t s enough i n Christendom t o 
s c a r e his*, and that he w o u l d stay i n 
the o l d house a s long; as h e was w a n t e d 
there . 

O n e evening , however , h e did not p u t 
In a n appearance a t Ronk's tavern. 
A n o t h e r e v e n i n g passed, and h e w a s 
still a b s e n t , S t i l l a third a n d a fourth 
f o u n d h i m miss ing f r o m h i s accustomed 
p lace , a n d public e x c i t e m e n t began t o 
be a r o u s e d in regard to h i s safety. I t 
w a s b e l i e v e d t h a t he had c o m e t o s o m e 
h a r m a t the h a n d s o f the evil spir i ts 
that b e w i t c h e d the old house . N o n e 
were so bold a s to sro and Invest igate 
the m a t t e r , however . And s o t h e m y s ­
ter ious d i s a p p e a r a n c e of Leb . S a c k e t t 
a d d e d to the e x c i t e m e n t I n regard t o 
the g h o s t l y doings a t Rolff House . 

Jtmkm^S^te de­
nted a v kn 1 1* as to th *$* caused 
Although he n. in lttvd t>at there were 

x -queer tl ii gs g l i K )» l i theshouse. 
, *. 111 Ml you what he said t ^ g j & a a 

> '. ^af eagei Ilfetewr* in Honk • lAvefjpg 
fr/that»oj&,HoK»«e lb «hosi 

CHAPTER XVI. 
Ralph Saybrook was not a young 

man to ta&e leave of his characteristic 
Bhrewdness even In such a delicate mat­
ter a s love-making. Having resolved 
to win BOsa Bruyn, he knew the best 
plan to lead to ultimate success was to 
Boldly and persistently lay seige to her 
heart. He was well aware that he 
wouldi be rebuffed at first, and that it 
•would reqiulre great address and per-
sisteiicy tor him to -achieve ultimate 
success* Shd all his plans were laid 
for g^dtt**tlng a long and difficult suit 
' vmi«J!|UQb precision and,, method as 

*"•***'# law- case instead of a mat-
''"lecfc b£ toad. M hand, 

of heart and m o d e s t y of na ture pre­
cluded her repuls ing h i s a d v a n c e s ir . t l l 
he bad gained the a d v a n t a g e of ac tua l ly 
declaring h i s love f o r her. S h e look 
every possible precaut ion to a v o i d b i s 
society, It w a s true, but a s h e w a s not 
at al l backward In obtrud ing himself 
upon her company, a n d w a s a frequent 
welcome guest of her fa ther ut his 
house, it waa imposs ib le for her t o avo id 
his c o m p a n y ent ire ly . T h u s Kaiph i 
was offered hie o w n opportun i ty to d e - •, 
elare himself, and the occas ion w a s well 
chosen. "It was a beauti ful early s p i l n g . 
day, a n d Rosa had been t o the v i l l age , 
on s o m e errand, w h e n , o n her w a y I 
home, she w a s jo ined b y the young ! 
lawyer. He proceeded h o m e w i t h net . , 
exer t ing himself to b e l ive ly and enter- I 
talning, and. d e t a i n i n g her at the gate , ; 
managed shrewdly t o e n g a g e her In a n i 
animated conversa t ion on the appro- i 
prlate subject of flora culture, which. ! 
being a topic she took a deep interest ( 

in, she was unconsc ious ly led out of 
her usual mood of s tud ied ret icence It, i 
his company , and e v e n a w a k e n e d Into i 
some life and e n t h u s i a s m i n e x p e n s i n g 
her v i e w s on a subject In which she i 
took s u c h a deep interest . Ralph w a s 
a young man of quite general reading. ' 
and. a s i s somet imes t h e case with tho^e 
of the coldest and m>ist Bel Huh nature. I 
had q u i t e a passion for flowers, and i 

•wa wel l Informed on their cul t ivat ion I 
and capable of d i sp lay ing en thus iasm I 
and erudit ion in d i scuss ing the aubjeet. i 
S o he managed to lead the gui le less 
KlrJ from one point to another, until 
a t last they were holding a n an imated 
discourse on the language of tiovvers. 
and It was not long ere he had taken 
a d v a n t a g e of so favorable a turn of the 
conversat ion to Introduce a subject of 
love a n d declare ht» a t t a c h m - n t for 
her | 

"Yes. dear Rosa." h e said. In h i s most ' 
b e g u i l i n g toneB, a s s h e stood surprised 
a n d confused In consequence of t.ls 
unex pec ted declarat ion, "I love you 
w i t h m y whole heart. Tou a ie , to my 
eye , the chlefest flower In all Nature 's 
parterre of beauty , which , to win and 
w e a r on this faithful breast I m a y wi l l 
desire to m a k e the rul ing a m b i t i o n of 
m y life." T 

In reply to this ardent l anguage , 
R o s a cou ld only s t a m m e r : ; 

"Really Mr Saybrook, I cannot l isten 
t o you You but do wrong to y out w i t 
t<> address me so It Is my error if 1 ' 
h a v e g i v e n you the s l ightes t l-eason 
t o Indulge a hope that I could look fa­
vorab ly on your addresses . I most 
tru ly cannot . I would wrong vou to 
l e a v e y o u under the s l i g h t e s t delusion, 
.Believe me. It Is imposs ib le ." 

Rulph was quick to ca tch the implied 
a d m i s s i o n of the generous-hei trte , j yirl 
thnt she might havi' unconsc ious ly ltd 
h i m to hope for her favor . 

"Hut w h y ' " hi- made haste to urge. 
**^1oBt truly , I have s e e n no reaHon to 
Incline m e to believe that your i t t l l i d e 
toward me w a s such a s to shut < ut 
h " | * A n d i \ e n If It w e r e . I c o u l d Hot 
t h e less admire and lu \e you. and 

Hut 
I will not . I cannot . Indulge so terrible 
a belief as that you will de l iberate ly 
decl ine to listen to rny suit , a n d nt least 
n<>t plve yourself time and opportuni ty 
t o ascertain whether m> at tent ions n»ay 
n o t in t ime become in.,re a g t e e a M e to 
you" [ 

"It Is' needless , be l ieve me. Mr. S a y ­
brook " she r e | lie,I "iKj iioi >v roiig 
yourse l f with such a hope." 

"Ah tun Ibisa. I cannot help It. The 
triought "f love may be new to ' ou . 
b u t . my dear Rlrl. you are now t f a n ' 
ag-e to excite admirat ion a n d at tract ! 
sui tors , and why should I not seek to 
b e among the number of your faithful 
w o r s h i p p e r s " I could not expect to b e ! 
w i thout rivals, but. k n o w i n g my own 
heart . I can well Indulge the hope of J 
b e i n g ab le to surpass all In fa i th fu lness 
a n d devot ion " 

Tears sprang to the e y e s of the young 
g i r l The s i tuat ion was becoming very 
e m b a r r a s s i n g for her, and s h e deter­
m i n e d t o cut it short by a candid e x ­
p lanat ion . 

"Let m e be frank with you, Mr S a y ­
brook. " s h e Bald. "My faith Is a lready 
pledged to another, and I cannot break 
It ." 

" U n w e l c o m e as the news is to me ," 
replied Kalph, showing no s i g n of d is ­
comfiture, "I do not see how It ent ire ly 
s h u t s me out from hope I h a d reason , 
perhaps, to suspect such a fact , but I 
a l s o had reason to bel ieve t h a t It w a s 
n o t an objec t ion that would prove In 
a n y way Insuperable Indeed. I did not 
k n o w but that your re la t ions In t h a t 
direct ion had been broken off. Of 
course, y o u al lude to Claude Rolff. 
Much a s I respect and admire him aa 
a friend, I cannot bel ieve but that he 
h a s lacked the "sincerity and e a r n e s t ­
n e s s of a true manly character In his 
a t t e n t i o n s to you. In fact w i thout 
break ing confidence. I think I may s a y 
t h a t he h i m s e l f looked upon h is depar­
t u r e abroad as a pract ical sunder ing of 
all ties t h a t bound him to h i s n a t i v e 
l a n d , and that he confessed a s m u c h , 
a n d I h a v e a lso reason to bel ieve t h a t 
he has s i n c e formed n e w t i e s In the 
p lace of h i s present res idence w h i c h 
w o u l d preclude t h e Idea that h e regard­
ed any p l e d g e s he m i g h t l ight ly h a v e 
m a d e to y o u a s binding. No, n o ; I c a n ­
not consider t h a t his c l a i m s should 
s h u t out mine . Le t m e assure y o u , 
R o s a , k i n d l y but earnest ly , that all 
o thers s a v e o n l y yourself, perhaps , h a v e 
regarded h i s a t tent ions t o you a s l a c k ­
i n g in r e a l s incerity. I k n o w t h a t s u c h 
is y o u r fa ther ' s opinion. I did not pre-
surme to Indulge a hope of b e c o m i n g 
y o u r su i tor wi thout first' dec lar ing m y 
in tent ions t o htm, and l e a r n i n g that he 
did not r e g a r d m y character a n d h o p e s 
u n f a v o r a b l y : and I w a s g i v e n to u n ­
derstand b y h im that not o n l y w a s 
y o u r hand free s o far a s he k n e w , but 
t h a t , e v e n if a n e n g a g e m e n t did e x i s t 
w i t h Mr. Rolff, i t could never receive 
his consent . H e regards , as I a s sure 
you others regard, the a m b i t i o n of that 
y o u n g m a n a s o f a kind t h a t wil l never 
a d a p t i tse l f t o t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s of our 
quie t l i t t l e c o m m u n i t y and peaceful 
w a y s , a n d t h a t h i s leaving: us i s a prac ­
t ica l sunder ing of a l l d e s i g n s or prob­
abi l i ty o f ever r e t u r n i n g here. It 
wou ld b e b u t cruelty. R o s a , to deny 
me even t h e o n e fond lover ' s privi lege 
of riope f o r one w h o I a m assured h a s 
a l ready p r o v e d f a l s e to y o u . " 

" I c a n n o t be l ieve it—I will not b e ­
l i e v e it." rep l i ed R o s a h a s t i l y , a n d w i t h 
a s u d d e n spir i t t h a t s e e m e d to indi ­
c a t e that her f ee l ings w e r e m u c h 
moved. " Y o u a l l s lander h i m ; you all 
s e e m conspired t o g e t h e r t o dece ive i r e . 
I cannot believe ill of him till I have 
better evIdeBce than I have yet seen," 

"Possibly you are rig-ht as regards 
the evidence," replied Ralph, who 
shrewdly saw that it would not do to 
preaa the point at present. "1 'confess 
I can hardly believe so »1 of Claude 

! myself aa his actions would seem to 

little' lapse of Hme will settle clearly. 
All I ask. my dear girl, is that you 
wil l not forbid m e t o i n d u l g e a hope 
t h a t your band w i l l y e t be f r e e for m* 
t o sue for with a l l the ardor and dee] 
love that i s In m y h e a r t " 

T h i s request w a s h u m b l e e n o u g h 
b u t Rosa w a s s c a r e l i s t en ing . She wai 
deeply agi tated, and fe l t a has ty In* 
p u l s e to break a w a y from the d laa 
greeable Interv iew. 

"You m u s t e x c u s e me now, ftlr 
Saybrook." she sa id hurr iedly . "I can­
not l isten t o you longer . I h a v e dut ie i 
a w a i t i n g m e in t h e bouse . Good d a y . ' 

Turning a l m o s t abrupt ly , she .pro-
ceeded w i t h h a s t y s t e p s toward th« 
h o u s e 

The y o u n g m a n watched her disap­
pear, and then turned to retrace hit 
s t eps t o w a r d the v i l l a g e He whistled 
to himself l ight ly as b e wa lked a l o n g 
and he ev ident ly w a s n o t d isappointec 
a t the reception h i s dec larat ion had re­
ce ived . H i s only object had b e e n to es ­
t a b l i s h himself a s a dec lared su i to i 
for the maiden's hand, a n d <n that ob­
ject he had been perfectly s u c c e s s f u l 
H e w a s reso lved that not o n e rebuff, 
nor a hundred, should d i scourage h i m 
H e meant t 0 win by pers i s tency , ad­
dress and opportunity, and t ime and 
for tune , he well knew, were i n his fa ­
vor. 

iftr to ISŝ sj?* ̂ B'iiidvantaKe- „ , ^ „ m mw 

C H A P T E R X V I I . 
The exc i t ement c a u s e c by t h e disap­

p e a r a n c e of Leb. S a c k e t t . and the pub­
lic s u r m i s e s In regard to the reasoni 
therefor, natura l ly came to t h e ears ol 
l a w y e r Saybrook and h i s son. 

"I.,eb s e e m s to have m a n a g e d t h a i 
l i t t le Job of g e t t i n g old Margaret out ol ! 
the house v e r y reat ly ." remarked Ralpt 
aa they were discussing the matter. 

"Yes." responded the other. "H« I 
sa id he'd t r y to fix It. an$.<he h a s sue-1 
ceeded very finely. But I a m puzaleC 
to know w h y he keeps h imse l f s o ijulei . 
s ince the o ld lady left. Perhaps he it 
on ly try ing to k e e p up the m y s t e r y ' 
but I have my susp ic ions s o m e w h a t 
aroused . To tell the truth, I haven' t a n j 
too much confidence in Leb. He's ju s t 
a tritle too smart to b e t r u s t w o r t h y 
It Is now four days since he h a s report­
e d Suppose after dinner we w a i k u v e i 
a n d see w h a t Is up ." I 

Halpb as sented: and. d inner being 
over, they proceeded t o vis i t Rol l ! 
H o u s e 

As they drew near t h e old place. 
It looked as s i lent and deserted a* If t l 
had not had an Inhabitant In years 

T h e y approached the grea t front door 
a n d the e lder Saybrook placed h i s hand 
on the h e a v y Iron knocker and sound­
ed an a larm vigorous e n o u g h t" h a r e 
w a k e d the s o u n d e s t s leeper It w a s 
snnit s e c o n d s before the echoes cease»1 
reverbera t ing through the vacant ha lU 
a n d rooms 

They w a i t e d , but there" was no a n ­
swer The summons w as repeuted 
Stil l no a n s w e r Again a n d a g a i n d id 
A n t h o n y Saybrook repeat the knock ing 
In the loudest possible manner , but n o 
response c a m e save the muffled echoes 
from within. 

"Thi s is s t range ." he mut tered , t e s ­
t i ly "What can It m e a n ? Is It poasl-
le that Leb. has been up to s o m e 
k n a v i s h prank, and left the place"* 
I>ear me 1 I'm afraid -I'm afraid we've 
m a d e a g r a v e mistake. T h e r e - t h e 
door Is locked. Luckily I brought a • 
key w i t h me. There were lots of th ings 
In the house t h a t were worth the s tea l ­
ing. W h y « a s 1 such a foo l as t o trust 
a m a n I k n e w to be a s c a m p ? Ob. • 
d e a r ' will I e v e r get this door open?" | 

T h e lawyer had been f u m b l i n g with j 
u n s t e a d y h a n d s w i t h the lock of the J 
door, but at last the w a r d s flew bock I 
a n d the door w a s opened. They hasten | 
ed into the house. It had flashed across 
A n t h o n y Saybrook that perhaps Leb. ! 
m i g h t h a v e t a k e n a d v a n t a g e of the op- I 
por tun l ty afforded him t o break Into • 
t h e old vaul t , rob It of a n y valuables i t ! 
conta ined , a n d make good his escape. 
H e n c e h i s sudden a g i t a t i o n . 

T h e y made a has ty s earch of the 
r o o m s off f rom the old hal l , and called 
loudly for Leb . but there was no re-
• p o n c e . 

"Let u s go d o w n Into t h e cel lar," ex-
a la lmed the e lder Saybrook , w h o was 
p la in ly very much d i s m a y e d a n d dis­
comfi ted by t h e mys ter ious disappear­
a n c e of Leb. "Ill w a r r a n t we'll find 
h i s t r a c e s there. Yes. yes ; I k n o w his 
g a m e , the d—d rascal. B u t w e must 
h a v e a light. Where c a n we get a 
l i g h t ? " 

"Let u s look around," Interposed 
R a l p h , w h o w a s of a less e x c i t a b l e na ­
ture t h a n his father , but equa l ly Intent 
u p o n so lv ing the m y s t e r y of Leb.'s 
s t r a n g e a c t i o n s . 

Af t er cons iderable search , t h e y dis­
c o v e r e d a t inder box and t h e s a m e old 
l a n t e r n wi th which Carl Crum had 
g u i d e d t h e l a w y e r down t o the lower 
r e g i o n s of the house on a prev ious oc­
cas ion . The lantern had i n it a piece 
of candle . M a n a g i n g to l i g h t It, they 
proceeded caut ious ly through the dark 
p a s s a g e s and s t a i r w a y s d o w n t o the 
o ld ce l lar . T h e door was open, a n d a 
k e y In it. 

T h e y entered , and stood f o r a m o m e n t 
i n a sort of trepidat ion, v a i n l y c a s t i n g 
t h e i r e y e s a b o u t in a n effort to p ierce 
t h e d a r k n e s s o f that s u b t e r r a n e a n dun­
g e o n , w h i c h t h e feeble flame o f the 
c a n d l e o n l y m a d e more vis ible . 

T h e n t h e y a d v a n c e d s l o w l y a n d wi th 
e x t r e m e c a u t i o n In t h e direction o f the 
old v a u l t . A sudden chill o f dread had 
s t r u c k t o the ir hearts , Inspired b y the 
m y s t e r i o u s g l o o m of the o l d cel lar and 
the reac t ion f rom the eager exc i t ement 
t h a t h a d led them to p e n e t r a t e its 
depths . A s t h e y approached the vau l t , 
care fu l ly t h r o w i n g the l ight of t h e lan­
tern a h e a d of them, a s i g h t w a s sud­
d e n l y p r e s e n t e d to their eyes that 
c a u s e d t h e m b o t h to s tart back wi th 
a n e x c l a m a t i o n of horror. The form 
of a m a n w a s lying o n t h e d a m p cel­
lar-floor, bur led beneath t h e w e i g h t of 
a h u g e s t o n e t h a t had fal len from above 
u p o n h i m . S u m m o n i n g courage t o in­
v e s t i g a t e more closely, a g l a n c e s h o w e d 
t h a t the form w a s that of L e b . Sacket t . 
H e w a s s tone dead, and p r e s e n t e d an 
a p p e a r a n c e w e l l ca lculated to exc i te 
horror e v e n If It had b e e n wi tnes sed 
u n d e r l e s s terr i fy ing c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
T h e s t o n e w a s across his b r e a s t , a s he 
l a y s t re t ched upon h i s b a s k ; h i s faco 
w a s t w i s t e d b a c k a n d turned toward 
t h e m ; h i s g l a s s y eyes protruded; and 
blood had flowed from his mouth and 
nostrils. It was evident that his life 
had been crushed out at oaoe. 

The two men glanced at each othei 
with blank countenances. 

"Ralph, this la horrible," said th« 
elder Saybrook. as soonaa he could 
compose atnualt to speak, "t did no* 
expect any sucto result as this. Let ui 
look about Tea, yes, 1 see; he hat 
been making am attempt to get tote 
the vault. See here where kte has beer 
to work trying to break through th»j 
door. Tea, and here is where he ht»* 

^^fa 

dri l led , and fired M s powder b la s t , oxu> 
t o loosen t h e s t o n e s above , h o w e v e r 
a n d o n e h a s f a B c c upon nun a s h e a p 

p r o i c h e d t o see t h e effect ot h i s opera­
t ions , and crushed h im to d e a t h 
S t r a n g e and fatal reward of his k n a v e ­
r y ! W h a t a spectac le ! I t leads one to 
think o f the s tor i e s they t e l l of the Evi l 
One k e e p i n g g u a r d over t h e v a u l t I'm 
not supers t i t ious . Ralph, but th i s th ing 
u n m a n s me. Let us get out of th i s . 
W e c a n learn n o t h i n g further now W e 
m u s t touch noth ing till w e notify the 
proper legal author i t i e s It's a s t r a n g e 
t r a g e d y . It s i c k e n s me. Let us g e t 
ou t ." 

T h e y turned t o go . w h e n the feeble 
f lame o f the c a n d l e grew suddenly fa int 
a n d t h e n expired, l eav ing them In total 
d a r k n e s s . T h e s i tua t ion w a s o n e t h a t 
m i g h t well insp ire terror in the hearts 
o f b r a v e r men. Already horrified a s 
t h e y were , t h e sudden quenching ot 
t h e llgfht threw t h e m into a panic of 
fear . They scrambled for trie cellar 
door, a s though t h e Evil One himself 
w e r e r e a d y t o se ize them, tumbl ing ovea 
e a c h o t h e r a n d fa l l ing s p r a u l l n g on 
t h e ce l lar bottom. Fear added to tbel i 
confus ion , a n d t h e y were some time 
In f inding t h e d o o r But they at last 
s u c c e e d e d In doing so. and hastened ut 
t h e narrow s t a i r s Into t h e dark hall 
above . Here a g a i n they were in trou­
b le , a n d s o m e m o m e n t s of fearful sus ­
pense w e r e p a s s e d ere they discovered 
t h e s t a i r w a y that l ed to t h e upper hall. 
T h e y finally succeeded In ga in ing the 
door b y which t h e y had entered, and 
drew eas ier b r e a t h s 

•"Whew!" e x c l a i m e d Anthony Ray-
brook, "that Is the worst scrape that 
e v e r I got into. I wouldn't be down 
there a g a i n for a t h o u s a n d dollars." 

"No, nor for t e n thousand," added 
Ra lph . "I never w a s so scared In my 
life—I'll own t o that . I'm a i l in a trem­
ble , and It's lucky I did not break my 
neck. I 've g o t s o m e good bruises as 
It Is." 

"And I. too ." a d d e d the elder, with 
rueful c o u n t e n a n c e . "Curse t h e old 
house: I 'm afraid it is bound to bring 
us ill l u c k I suspect It Is the devi l ' s 
property after all. But let u s get home. 
W e must have this matter a t t ended to. 
Of course , t h i s e v e n t will arouse ten­
fold m o r e goss ip In regard to the old 
place. "The supers t i t i ous wi l l be more 
assured than e v e r t h a t It Is haunted by 
ev i l spirits . I c o n f e s s t h a t Leb a 
s trange death staggrers me for the mo­
ment . I roust h a v e t ime t o get over 
my fright before I c a n th ink clearly 
about It." 

"One th ing is cer ta in ," Interposed 
Ralph, w h o h a d s o m e w h a t recovered 
his coolness by this time, t h e g a t e of 
the yard being passed. "Leb has been 
foiled in his gs jne of robbery, and the 
old vuult is sajie. I t Is good luck, after 
all '• 

"Well , perhaps BO." responded the 
o ther "But I hate terribly t o be taken 
In by any one In s u c h a manner. Still. 
O.M you say . It Is g o o d luck t" at the 
vau l t Is safe, but what It contains 
I c o n f e s s I don t k n o w , though I sus­
pect there Is s o m e t h i n g valuable In It 
T h i s affair n til m a k e a big talk, but 
of course It wil l be seen at onoe that 
Leb. was the c a u s e o f his o w n destruc­
tion, or If some are supers t i t i ous enough 
to a t t r i b u t e it to s u p e r n a t u r a l means , 
as many no doubt wi l l . It c a n make no 
difference to us. I suspec t w e will have 
difficulty now to ge t some one to put 
In Leb.'s place, but e v e n If w e have to 
lock the old house up. this event will 
inspire s u c h dread t h a t I do not bel ieve 
any one will be so bo ld as t o molest It 
hereaf ter ." 

T h u s d i s c u s s i n g t h e matter , they 
soon reached home, and , a f t er a short 
rest and consu l ta t i on , the proper au­
thorities were notified of the tragic 
accident that had h a p p e n e d In Rolff 
House . 

T h e officers of the l a w and a few as ­
s i s tants s o o n made r e a d y and proceed­
ed t o the scene of t h e s t r a n g e occur­
rence. T h e y were we l l provided with 
l ights , a n d . on Invest igat ion , the hur­
ried surmises of A n t h o n y Saybrook In 
regard t o the cause of Leb.'s death 
were fully confirmed. He h a d evident­
ly m a d e a n attempt t o break in the old 
vaul t , but . fa l l ing In his first efforts, 
had dri l led holes in t h e m a s s i v e door 
and a t t e m p t e d to b l o w It o u t wi th a 
blast of powder . T h e only result had 
been to Jar t h e h e a v y masonry, and 
loosen a huge s tone that rested a s a 
sort of projec t ing c a p a b o v e the door 
of t h e v a u l t , and , as h e had approach­
ed a n d w a s probab ly ocoupied in ob­
serv ing t h e effects of the blast , the 
s tone had g iven way from Its position 
and fa l len upon him. forcing h im back­
ward and crushing h i m benea th i ts 
w e i g h t 

T h e corpse w a s carr ied a w a y , an In­
ques t he ld upon It, r e su l t ing In the 
usual verdict of acc identa l death . So 
the w o u l d - b e robber h a d b e e n c a u g h t 
In h l a o w n trap. 

To the g e n e r a l public , however , Leb. 's 
t rag ic end ing w a s proof posi t ive that 
Rolff* H o u s e w a s "posses sed" by evi l 
spir i ts , a n d that the t rad i t ion that the 
old v a u l t w a s protec ted by the Evil One 
was t h e sober truth. H i s reck les sness 
in r i sk ing h imse l f in s u c h a foo lhardy 
contes t w i t h t h e p o w e r s of evil w a s 
c o m m e n t e d on w i t h m a n y s o b e r shakes 
of t h e b e a d , and all t h e old, w e l l - w o r n 
s tor ies In regard tb s t r a n g e occurrences 
at t h e old m a n s i o n w e r e r e v i v e d and re­
tai led w i t h impress ive e a r n e s t n e s s to 
g r o u p s of interested l i s t eners . 

As he h a d surmised . A n t h o n y S a y ­
brook could secure n o one to take tho 
place m a d e v a c a n t by t h e dea th of Leb. 
S a c k e t t H e would n o t h a v e old Carl 
Crum: so. t rus t ing In the protect ion 
wh ich the popu lar be l ie f that t h e h o u s e 
w a s t h e a b o d e o f evil sp ir i t s w o u l d af­
ford, h e b a d it care fu l ly c losed up a n d 
left t o o n l y such occas ional Inspect ion 
a s h e and Ralph shou ld t o g e t h e r make . 

C H A P T E R 3CVTO. 
E v e n t s dr i f ted a l o n g a f e w w e e k s 

w i t h o u t a n y event to s tar t le t h e c o m ­
m u n i t y in regard to Rolf f House . 

The old place r e m a i n e d locked u p 
and d e s e r t e d , but It w a s b e t t e r protect­
ed b y the supers t i t i ous dread i n wh ich 
i t w a s he ld than it i f had a score of 
g u a r d s . M r . S a y b r o o k had sent off 
l e t t e r s t o Claude e x p l a i n i n g a n d 
s m o o t h i n g over t h e l a t e e v e n t s , and a l ­
s o t a k i n g o c c a s i o n to d r o p h i m certain 
h ints that wou ld lead h i m to infer t h a t 
old M r . Bruyn'B d i s l ike t o h im cont inued 
and t h a t h e had used h i s influence to 
prejudice R o s a a y a i n s t him. He d id 
not s a y t h i s directly; in fact, he w a s 
care fu l not t o let C l a u d e suspec t that he 
took a n y i n t e r e s t w h a t e v e r In h i s l ove 
a f fa i r s ; b u t h e def t ly m a n a g e d t o w e a v e 
c e r t a i n f a c t s a n d h i n t s in h i s letter, 
a s if b y t h e m e r e s t i n a d v e r t a n c e , w h i c h 
t h e y o u n g m a n c o u l d n o t wel l he lp l n -
t erpre t tag a o a s t o a r o u s e h i s susp ic ­
i o n s t h a t Xloaa'f? loan tei h i m w a s a l -

m e a t b y af fect ing coolness* and r e s e r v e 
himself . H e knew that he m u s t b e 
a n x i o u s b y t h i s t i m e on a c c o u n t of t h e 
neg lec t w i t h which b i s l e t t e r s h a d b e e n 
treated, and full of f a n c i e s a»» to t h e 
reasons for it; and, by s k i l l f u l l ? m i s ­
l e a d i n g a i m , b e hoped to s o &rou*e h i s 
s e n s e of injured pride as to incl ine b i m 
to d i s m i s s ail t h o u g h t of R o s a f rom h i s 
mind. A m i d the nove l ty and «*clte-
m e n t of his n e w l i fe , he in ferred t h a t 
Claude, l ike most y o u n g men . would 
eas i ly forget past Impress ions , a n d 
that could h i s thoughts and f e e l i n g s 
be turned Into a new channel , h i s p a s ­
s ion for the old t a r a e r * a d a u g h t e . 
would s o o n be so f a r e r a s e d f r o m h i s 
m i n d t h a t R a l p h would b e left a c lear 
field to woo a n d w i n h e r . no m a t t e r 
w h a t t u r n e v e n t s m i g h t t a k e . 

B u t A n t h o n y Saybrook had n o o p ­
portuni ty to learn t h e e f fec t of h i s l e t ­
ter upon Claude^ or whether , i n fact , 
the y o u n g m a n received I t at a l l I t 
w a s a period w h e n t h e m a l l service b e ­
t w e e n th i s country a n d Europe w a s par­
t icularly irregular and s low. T h e 
wor ld w a s be ing shahen b y the throes 
of t h e g i g a n t i c c o n t e s t b e t w e e n E n g ­
land a n d the F r a n c e a £ Napoleon , 
w h i c h h a d involved near ly all E u r o p e , 
and the c o n s e q u e n c e s of wh ich were 
s l o w l y b u t i n e v i t a b l y dragg ing; t h e 
y o u n g N e w World r e p u b l i c Into war . 
The s e a s were harried by the hos t i l e 
fleets of t h e bel l igerents , t a d c o m m e r c e 
w a s pract ica l ly Interdicted by t h e d e ­
crees the proud host i le na t ions burled 
at e a c h other, c o m m a n d i n g the world 
to cease from commerc ia l Intercourse 
with their e n e m i e s under threat of the 
capture a n d confiscation o f all ships 
v e n t u r i n g to do so. The spirit of the 
asp ir ing y o u n g Western nat ion i l ly 
brooked t h i s a r r o g a n t dictat ion, wh ich 
w a s d e s t r o y i n g i t s g r o w i n g commerce ; 
and it h a d long been ev ident to care­
ful observers t h a t t h e o u t r a g e s c o m ­
mit ted a g a i n s t American commerce 
part icularly by Br i t i sh cruisers wou ld 
sooner or later result in hoet l l l t l es . I n 
fact, the spiri t of t h e people w a s a l ­
ready aroused to the h i g h e s t pitch, and 
was p u s h i n g a peace- lov ing admin i s tra ­
tion forward t o the bold course o f rec­
o m m e n d i n g the young: republic t o u n -
s h e a t h Its sword as the c h a m p i o n of 
the r ights of commerce . 

W e h a v e seen that A n t h o n y Saybrook 
had ant ic ipated the o u t b r e a k of war. 
So certa in w a s h e of i t , t h a t his p lans 
and s c h e m e s for m o n t h s p a s t had been 

1 a lmos t ent ire ly governed by the a n t l c l -
1 pat lon of Its speedy occurrence. Po­

lit ically, he belonged t o the party that 
opposed s u c h an e x t r e m e course a s war, 
and sneered at i ts advocates as "French 
s y m p a t h i s e r s " Personal ly , however , 

1 Mr Saybrook w a s not a m a n to l e t h i s 
polit ical prejudices Interfere w i t h hia 
Interests In any way With the younjg 

1 heir of Rolff House a w a y In Europe , 
and h imse l f holding m o r t g a g e s on por­
t ions of t h e es ta te , and with fraudulent 
deeds in h i s h a n d s covering? the most 
v a l u a b l e p a r t s of the property, a war 
would furnish an oppor tun i ty to carry 

1 out h i s s c h e m e s at his l e i sure and wltn 
• the u tmos t chance of s a f e t y T h e r e -
i fore, t h o u g h In his public u t terances , 
i and In his let ters to Claude, the l a w y e r 
I had deprecated war and a f fec ted to 

doubt its probabil ity, at heart he was 
eager to h a v e It occur, a n d s trongly 

i conv inced that i t s outbreak was i n e v i ­
table. 

' So Joy w a s brought t o the household 
! of the Saybrooks . when , w i t h the ear ly 

d a y s o f summer , the tardy m a l l brought 
i the n e w s of the ac tua l dec larat ion of 

w a r a&nlnst England. 

"You see. Ra lph ." r e m a r k e d the elder 
Saybrook. af ter they h o d careful ly read 
every word referring t o the al l -Impor­
tant topic contained In t h e modest 
n e w s le t ter which brought the good 
news , "that my throw has b e e n a suc­
cessful one, e v e n If It w a s r i sky , a n d w e 
h a v e won our g a m e A h , m y dear boy, 
I never did a finer p iece of w o r k I n m y 
life. Th i s n e w s clears e v e r y obs tac le 
from our path , a n d the e x t e n t to w h i c h 
w e sha l l t a k e a d v a n t a g e of o u r oppor­
tun i ty rests entirely wi th in our o w n 
discret ion The w a r the admin i s tra t ion 
h a s p lunged Into will not b e a short 
one, I opine. There Is n o doubt t h a t it 
wil l be cont inued till the c o u n t r y Is 
pretty well exhausted and the w a r 
spirit of the people has evapora ted , and 
that m e a n s three or four y e a r s , In my 
opinion, a t the least. Look at our 
chance . Claude Is In Europe , and there 
Is no poss ib le chance of his e i t h e r ge t ­
t i n g bark t o this c o u n t r y or c o m m u n i ­
c a t i n g w i t h It in a n y w a y w h i l e the war 
las t s . T h e m o r t g a g e s are s o d r a w n 
that t h e y c a n be closed up a t the end 
of a year; and I have the deeds , you 
know, cover ing the h o m e s t e a d and ad­
jo in ing property, all r e g u l a r l y d r a w n 
and s igned , and nobody to question 
their v a l i d i t y whi le he Is a b s e n t W h a t 
i s to prevent our t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e of 
our good fortune, and c o m i n g Into pos ­
ses s ion of t h e Rolff p r o p e r t y ? N o t h ­
ing, that I see. unless it Is our o w n 
t imid i ty . A n d w h y should w e b e t imid? 
It is not l ike ly t h a t For tune will ever 
offer u s a n o t h e r such a chance . The 
risk is c o m p a r a t i v e ^ s m a l l I a m in 
f a v o r of t a k i n g t h e ful lest a d v a n t a g e 
of our pos i t ion, a n d of a c t i n g prompt­
l y . " 

"But w h a t If h e s h o u l d c o m e b a c k ? " 
a s k e d R a l p h . 

"Well ," repl ied the parent , "I don' t 
t h i n k h e i s v e r y l ikely t o c o m e back at 
a l l . St i l l , t h e quest ion i s a f a i r one, a n d 
wi l l b e a r cons iderat ion . Suppose the 
w a r e n d s In a y e a r o r t w o , and he 
c o m e s back t o find us i n possess ion of 
Rolff H o u s e . , H e can bring suit, of 
course , but w h a t c a n h e proye? T h e 
m o r t g a g e s w i l l h a v e m a t u r e d , and w e 
sha l l b e t h e purchasers . A s for the 
deeds , there i s n o possible g r o u n d to 
c h a l l e n g e the ir regular i ty . H i s o n l y 
course wou ld be a su i t t o d i sposses s on 
t h e ground of fraud; b u t w i t h w h a t 
c h a n c e of s u c c e s s ? Our d e f e n c e w o u l d 
b e that t h e d e e d s were g i v e n a s co l la t ­
era l s ecur i ty for money furnished, a n d 
h e has a b s o l u t e l y n o t e s t i m o n y to offer 
a g a i n s t u s b u t his own. Don' t you see 
h o w b e a u t i f u l l y a l l m y p l a n s h a v e b e e n 
a r r a n g e d ? I c a n s e e no p o s s i b l e chance 
f o r fai lure. T h e probabi l i t i e s all are 
t h a t Claude wi l l s o o n b e left p e n n i l e s s 
i n Europe, a n d , b y t h e t i m e he i s afford­
e d a tohance t o re turn t o this country . 
a t h o u s a n d t h i n g s m a y h a v e h a p p e n e d 
t o take h i m o u t o f our w a y . T h e l o n g ­
e r h e i s a w a y , t h e be t t er f o r us, of 
course ; but , to a n y event , a s soon a s 
w e are i u f u l l p o s s e s s i o n of t h e prop­
e r t y I a m r e a d y t o take the c h a n c e of 
o u r k e e p i n g i t . " 

"I quite sea the weight pf your argu­
ments/* rqpUad Ralph, "anj^o* course, 
I'm to WOPytf'a bold coursa. .When 
wlH yott.re«asCtW» deeds?" 

[To be eanttsued.] 
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