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”RE&L FATHER PROUT.

Hraow "Pis the bells o1 &handon
That ecund so0 grand on

The plessant waters

Gf the River Lee.”

.

the supposed author of

many? There was, however, s

the road leading from the «city
Queensiown junction was one of
most beautiful in all Ireland. As
appeared to be rather a big saying

in his statement.
the river Lee. 18 without douby

best mot only in Ireland, but In
whole world.

froomn the beat of the sun and from

olms, beeches, oaks, chestnuts.

bawthorne and the myriad wild f

{ta notes as it meandered gently

mingle with the pleasant waters of
river Lee.

pess and the deltghtful cadences

\ight-bearted and merry, never

time to
weather

hange a few remarks on

o

erald Isle.
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we beheld nature clothed 4np her m

ter & journey of about seven mi

——

Having alighted we entered a lit

o > wm e

halling from Yankee land.

T

beginning our return trip. We inten

Leo to Cork harbor.
had an eye to business. After recel

of compensation for the ready inform

genuine nonchalance,
heard the bells of Shandon?
formed him that

ant waters of the River Lee™

died. It {8 only five miles away an
{11 take ye for ——" We agreed to hi

fine for Ireland.

flelds of golden corn, passed cosy cot

of the birds and the merry chatter o
healthy looking children.

tairy land. Arrived at our dwtinaﬁlo'n

asen &

a8 1o its ever belng the home of ¥Fa-

— |~ cm—

short distance from she rectory,
brought us in contact with some of the
Inhabitants. From one old gentleman
who informed us that he was closing
hig centtry of years we gleaned the
information that ¥Father Prout never
fived in the present house, but that he
stood on the spot. whereon it is built,
“Faiher Prout’s house s torn down
this wany & year,” he said. From the
information recelved it appeszs that
Father Prout was a soggarth kind and
true, unsophisticsted, anversed in the
Intricate sms that disturb men’speace
of minrd. He was not a lterary char-
scter, He had just barely knowledge
, enongh to gulde his little flock and

Y MMWhmemotnh‘-

- —~Father Prowt (Franois Mahony),
Who has not heard of Father Prout,
“Shandon
Bells,” while the name of Rev. Francis
Mahony remains unfamiliar to

Father Prout for many years pastor
of a ljttle country parish in the South
of Ireland. The place ia called Water-
grasshill, about twelve miles outside
the city of Cork. A few years ago a
party of American tourists being in
the City of Cork were informed that

decided to see for ourselves, and when
the journey was ended we concluded
that our informant was not misleading
The road, skirted Yy

Much of it is sheltered

hrunt of the rain storms by interlock-
ing trees. We passed beneath noble

inhaled the odor of the s8weet-scented

are that everywhere shounded. Here
8 waterfall, there a rivulet whispering

The feathered eongsters
charmed us with the exqguisite sweet-

their song. The people we met were
busy or in euch haste as not to have

the polltical situation Ye:
this beautiful drive is a fair sample of
what one can see all through the Em-
We diverged from our
course awhile to take a ramble through
the flelds and were well repaid. There

gorgeous apparel, displaying a plctur-
esqueness unexcelled in any land. Af-

Queenstown junction was reached.

tavern, dainiy eand comfortable, man-
aged by as cheery, hospitable and ac-
commodating a hostess as could any-
where be found. We regaled ourselves
with ¢he baest that this unpretentious
inn couid afford, and by the way, the
best I8 mever too good in the estimation
of a citizen of the old sod for any one
We after-
wands sauntered around awhile before

ed to make this trip by boat down the
But our jarvey

ing his pay with a little added by way

tion given en route, he inguired with
““Have you ever
We in-
we had an didn't
think much of them. Without betray-
fng the slightest evidence of wounded
pride he sald “I'm eorry for yer want
of appreciation; however, what T meant
was the song about the bells of Shan-
@on that sound so grand on, the pleas-
The
wag of our party told hiim the Ameri-
ean who composed it was still alive.
Pretending not to hear the remark he
said, “I will take ye out to Watergrass-
hil and@ show ye the house where the
author of that glorious song lived and

proposition, postponed our trip down
the Lee and jumping on his jaunting
car we were off to the scene of Father
Prout’s labors. The day was unusually
We rolled along
through eweet- scenting meadows and

tages by the wayside, while the gentle
breezes wafted to our edrs the musie

There was
suich a combination and variety in all
we bad seen as to conjure up without
mueh stress of imagination, visions ot

our guide stated that he would take us
at once to the house where Father
Prout once dwelt. We left the main
road and entered a’ beautiful driveway
protected on either side by immensd
hedges of laurel, neatly trimmed. The
reverend pastor, Father Barry, was on
his annwal retreat, but we were shown
throuwgh the house with sublime cour-
tesy. Owlng to its modern architec-
tural outliness we had some mis-glving

ther Proat, and we were not far out
of the way. A stroll to the church, a

, tion.
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hdm to the Irish collige at Rome,

bim. While laboring

to
the
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, we
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the
the colleze who reminded him of

We

ow-

to

the | to assume the burden.

a college 4n charge of the Jesults.
of

&0

by the same society.
thq

ost | for the work of the priesthood.

les | career,

tie

esteeped.” He repalred
where he met Dr. Magin who was

zer’s magazine.

d-
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a-

succeasive numbers of Frazer's,

a
8

French, stating that
continental ibraries,

termas.

an expert translator,
t

larity by his vivid description of Par-
isian life. He lived in the Latin quar-
ter.. Bvery day he would cross the
Selne to (Gaiignaem’s reading room In
the Rue di Rivold and pen his dally

4

pr of publishing the latest produetions
trom the pen of this literary genius,
He died in 1866, after spending the
| last few years of his life in 2 monas.
tery. His remalns were bronght back
to his native city where ihey reposs
beneath the shadow of the spire of
Shandon cbumch made famous by his
poetic deseription of ita bells, His
grave was pointed cut to us by the oid
gexton of St. Ann's and never wers our
prayers spoken more fervently than oy
Hhat day o'er the ashes of the Rey,
Francls Mahony~M. C, ROWeﬂ in The
Catholic 'ﬁranacr!m.
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The Irlah aoalaues of the city of Fat»:
erson, N. J., have engiged in.ihe

He was the ido! of his people,
rejoicing with them when they re-
, serrowing with them in thelr

He was the typlcal sogzarth-

I will now Introduce the peeudonom-
s Father Prout, the Rew. Francis
He waa dorn in the city of
Cork abomt the year 1805, His parents
established the Blarney tweed indue-
try which is yet conducted and owned
by membes? of the family. The young
1ad showed such remarkable talent for
one of his age that he attracted the at~
tention of ths Bishop of Cork who sent

was there that the famouns song entt-
tled “Shandon Bells” was composed by
under a spell of
home slckness he penciled the remark-
able wofds on the wall of his room.
They were copied by a fellow student
without the suthor’'s knowiedge. Some
time afterwards they were preaented to
him at a solree glven by the Irish stu-
dents. Mahony disclaimed the author-
ship of them at the time, the circum-
glances attendant o their composi-
tion having faded from his memory.
Conviction gained on him, however,
when the testimony of his fe&low stu-
dent was corroborated by the dean of

rebuke adminisiered for defacing <he
college walls by inditing poetry there
on. His career at the Propaganda was
highly creditable. His gental mannera
and readsy wit vinking for him hosis
of friends. When the time came for the
reception of Sacred Orders he declined
From Rome
he went £0 Amiens where he entered
He
remained there only a short time Hig
next move was ¢o Paris where he pur-
sued his studies in a college condiftted
Here he was ele-
vated to the priesthood. After his or-
dination, his guperiora recognizing his
vast erudition offered him & profes.
slonal chair which was accepted. Scon
the supreme trial of his lHfe confront-

ed him. Hoe felt that he had made s
mistake—thet he had no real vocation
He
gevered his connection with the Jesuit
Society and started out on & Hterary
His fondness for books, and
his love for stndy convimced him that
his place was in the field of literatores,
“T would have been a zealous priest,

and perhape a most eflective preach-

er,” he once remarked, “were it not
for the mania for the pen and the gec-

ular erudition in which I had been

to London

member of the editorisl staff of Fra-
After examining some
of Mahony’s literary prodnctions Ma-
gin procured for him = positlon on the
staff. In 1836, Fraser’s contalned a go-
ries of articles contrdbuted under the
pseudonym of “Oliver Yorke,” and en-
titled “The Reoligues of Father Prout.”
The anthor intimated that Father
Proat wilied him all his valuable MSS\
the contents of which he would con-
tinue to place before the public in the
Thelr
appearance created {ntenge surprise.
Those who were acquainted in'lifio with
thie venerable pastor of Watergrasshill
thought a great deal before swallowing
the bait, and the literary world read
them and smiled. One of thesoe papers
“A defence of the Jesuits,” was 8o re-
plete with profound learning that it
caused & genuine eensation among the
literat of the day. But when another
followed entitled, “Rogueries of Thom-
as Moore” whereln M=ahony contrived
to show Moore up as g plagiarkst, there
was consternation in the cawp. He
transiated some of Moore’s poems nto
they were old
manuscripts found by Father Prout in
Moore was cnite
fcized all around in the most scathing
Ollver Yorke was requested to
produce his evidence but he simply
sompiimented Thomas on being such
Shortly after
Magin severed his connection with
frazer’s, Mabhony followed his example
and returned to Paris. He becamo &
regnlar contridutor to the London
(Nobe which vastly increased its popu-

fetter to the Globe, which had the hon-

1 of thelr saivation ali ~those who, Tasit;

{ hesvenly and unchangesble hsppiness

LEO'S PRONTLGATION) 2

HE PROGLAINS TRE JUB“-QEE QF THB |
HOLY YEAR -

Leo, Nishep Bervants »f the Sexrvasta-of| ..
God. To all the Falthfnl af ChilstWhe| ~° )
Shatl Read Ther Letters ﬂulth nd . v

Apostolio a-u-dluha. B

As the present century,” }imoxt, the| o x5
full length of which has been by God's| blep
Zoodness covered by our own lite, 18/
‘now hastening %o its cloge, we hawe||
gladly determined, in accordance with| emonles, .news
the castom of our predecessors, to paiz| Wi think, bam ;
a deeree which =aay be a source of sal-
vation to Christlan people, and W&y |
as it wera, mark the lagt step of the
sollcitude with which we have exer-jso
cised the supreme Pontificate. We re-j
fer to the Great Jubllee, long a&o made| ¢
a part of Christian custom, and sane-|W
tioned by the forethought of our prede-
cessore. Handed down to us {rom our |Gy
fathers it has come to be called the]!
Holy Year, on account of the extraor-|
dinary sacred ceremomles with which |+
it s =acoustomed to be celebrated, buxt
especially becauae It affords mors
abundant help for the correction of
morals, and {or . that renswal of mingd
and heart which 1eads to holiness. We
ourgelves wero witneas in our youthj
how heipfal to galvation was ths last
Jubilee decresd in solemn form dure
ing the Pontifleate of Leo XII at &
ing Pontificate of Leo the XII, at a
time when Rome was the greatest and.
safest theatre for a public act of relig-|
fon, . We remember, and we ever yel
seem to see in Our mind's eye the
crowds of llgrims, the multitudes
who, in processional order, went from
church to church~the holiest in
Christendom, the spostolic men who
preached i the public streets, the most
sacred places in the city resounding K
with the praises, of God, and the Pon..
tff with his coffase of Cardinals set-
ting an example of plety and charity
before the eyes of all. From the mem-
ory of those times the mind is recallgd
with some bitterness to the aad realily |
of the present day. For aamona,t:a.~ People an incentive which ought to be |
tions of which We speak, and which, ] carrled out in sach & way that nothing1’
when carrled out without hindrance in-jmay bafall toshiner the miﬁ&?t&t p
the full light of the city, are accus:jUublles und its manifestation on thei
tomed wonderfully to foster and arouss| Hart- of Catholies 't¢ ek faith snd:
the plety of the people there. 18 now, In | plsty will alxo mIn the tusther objest |
the changed state of Rome, either no{of expressing thelr ddtutauaa of'the
opportunity of organizing, or the per- } fnpletfes which have beenm uttersd or i
mission depends upon & will other t.ht.n porpstrated  during. cur time; and of _M
Our own. ‘making feparation for the. inwalta o~ |3
Nevertheleas, We trust that God fered to the sacred fivinity of Jerus:
Who heips all good destgns will vouch. | Chiist, especially thoss' committsd 1w ]
safe @ prosperous and inoffansive j #'blie. -And-now, {¥ we are reklly’in {7
courss to this Our design, which - We jearneat, the form of satisaction moxe |
bave undertaken for His homor and]to be desired, andat thewame thae'the |,
glory. For whither do We look, and | Most real’ and mtntt«t and the most:
what is it we desire? This thing only | plainly marked an gesidine iy true. re-{,
that We may by Our efforts put ae]pentmnce for &in, and -then, haying |
many men as may be in poseession of | tmplored peace and pardon of God, to
the glory everlasting, end that Wa|fulfil with greater soal the' duties neo-:
may to this end apply to the diseases | esoary to virlue, or to'r Tesume those |
that affilct the gouls of meh those rem- | that have been- neglectad, And. sinve | %%
the Holy Year offers such (m‘onbllop- M.
portanities for .this. Konledt ax wi]
pointed oit at the- ,oumt, 1t liweqniily |
clear that it iy deafrable snd sven nse- { Wit
wery circumstances of out time seem |essary that all Obristinm people Mﬂfﬁ el
also to demand it. Not that our age ta}glrd’ themalv%l tor thi mk: E IR
sterile in good works and Cliristian & ‘
glory; on the contrary, with God’s| Y
help, splendid examples aliound; nor in |ef ;
there any kind of virtue, howevsr high
or arduocus {{ may be, in which we doig
not see many souls excallins. for. theltion
Christian religlon has & certain di-|
vinely implanted force, inexhaustibleit
and ever active, which arouses and fos-{with H
ters goodness. But, looking around ajfootsts
man turns to te other side, and oh! ] Pre
the darkness, the error and the wmighty | Dax
muftitude of those rushing to endless|o
ruin! We are especially troubled with
sadness as often as We think of the
great nurhber of Christian people who
captivated by a false license in thoughtid
and judgment, and eagerly draining the |l
polson of false doctrine, dally squandes | o
the great gift of divine I It i}
from this that comes the distaste for]he first
the Christian life and the wide-spread ?_ ’
lapse of -morality; hence, too, thatjre
eager and Insatiable appetite «for - thel.
things which strike the senses, and all}
the thomghts and precceupstions] U oft oF
which, turned from God, are fixed on|d
the things of earth aione. Tt can}
seareely be estimated what ruin has al.
ready issued’from this dark source a
invaded the Drinciples upon whick]d
stateg are founded. For the spirit o1 ew
mevoll eo widely spread, the stormylro
outhursts of pepular ‘discontent, the]p
perils that no one can foresce, and the | Pote
crimes of tragic horror are discerned {an
by those who look Info thefr causes; t¢
be nothing else than a sort of & lawless.
and aunbridled endeswor io galn and
enfoy the things of this world,
It is therefore a matter of private
dand poblic benefit to admonish wen of
thelr duty, to rouss-their hearts, sunk|
in lethargy and. tgremlto the thought |

It

in the onl!hmttm..
He is-our Salyation, our
Resurrection, To wish
s to will our utter m:mtn; for
Wherefore, though: the: voles o

Hon, praise; honoy, sud sflving
wnich are due To Ony Lord Jeavs Chrlst
s never allent, but ix heard In arery

the

hearta vho are’ mcu;tom .30 ropay|,
their Savioui's love with mmt,s
end His benehts with injuries, fow
mumtber at the present time? A%
rate the 1ives of-ve A
cpposition to His Iaws. &)
are evidences of & wieked And ]
grateful disposttion. - And what ars we'
to say of gur age. having sesw thy ve-|4p,
pewal more than - onoe of the wm "y
heresy of Arius concernimg the divie~1 oy gy
ity of Jesus? Wall, tharefors, hava )
you done who by-this naw and splendia ]
Yesfgn have given to the plety of ‘the |,

a

edies which Jesus Christ has wished
should be in Our hapds to dispense.
Not only does Our Apostolic oharge
call for this action from Us, but tho

44y 4
o ‘ecalesiaitmz

1y run the rlek of perfubing and of los. | vis
fng, through cxtslessyvens ow pride, thejte

friotle work or ralaing i o tial for 'which alotie we wwers ‘born, Thix]prs
testimonial fund for John:H,@Connor, | s the great object of The Holy Year | i
recently relessed from an. ¥ngHsh pri- | During its months omw Holy Mother |

son, where be auffered fifted) émrs of | the Church, mindful alone of merey;

the savage tresiment wiich Hngland| and forgiveness, strives with all her}
Inflicts on Iriak politkcs) prissiien. ‘Lhe | xeal and strength to tarn the minds of] kotise

e Sl e
., t & ‘ <
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“mmen’ to better things, ‘and thet pent |'tisnw,
teiite, the  grest-source of «mend: | i

*hl»

ot of 1ife, ey wask out tho fault|
which one Jas semmitiad mmmnf



