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think t h a t fB<» h e a v y s tone floor con
cealed the secret of m u c h that w a s m y i 
terlous In his l i fe a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

Would he ever l e a r n the secret , a n d 
solve the m y s t e r y ? H e a lmost felt 
shaken In his plan t o l e a v e the country . 
Uy wai t ing . In a m o n t h or t w o , the se
cret might DP his . But , no—his old 
pride and de terminat ion arose . He half 
murmured and hal f t h o u g h t , a s he 
gazed o n the I m p a s s i v e s t o n e door. 
"Be your seeret or your t reasure w h a t 
It may . I alone p o s s e s s the k e y . a n d I 
can wait . I h a v e m a d e m y p lans , a n d I 
will carry them out . T h e secret here 
shut up will w a i t for m e . " 

Claude w a s as good a s h i s word . Ere 
a fortnight m o r e b a d p a s s e d , he had 
taken leave of Rolff H o u s e , of his 
friends, of w e a r i s o m e b u s i n e s s deta i l s , 
of the sober L>utch v i l lage , a n d , last ly , 
of sweet and tearful R o s a Bruyn, a n d 
was on h i s way a c r o s s the broad A t 
lantic. 

C H A P T E R VIIL 
A few more d a y s sufficed to comple te 

Claude's a r r a n g e m e n t s for his depar
ture for Europe. H e w a s a n x i o u s to be 
away . H e h a d no difficulty In r a i s i n g 
•ufflalent m o n e y for h i s purpose—or, 
rather, tt w a s provided for h i m b y t h e 
helpful Mr. Saybrook, h i s o w n part In 
t b e m a t t e r be ing the s i m p l e work of 
s i gn ing the necessary papers . T h e 
shrewd l a w y e r had m a n a g e d to w i n h i s 
Utmost confidence, and t h e reckless 
y o u n g m a n scarce ly took the trouble 
to read tbe p a p e r s he w a s adv i sed to 
s ign . In only one t h i n g did the l a w y e r 
find him firm, and that was In his posi
tive refusal to allow Rolff House and 
the Immediate estate to be In any way 
•abject to mortgage or other Incum
brance. In fact, one of bis first objects 
bad been to provide for the residence 

, of Oart and Margaret In the old house. 
and their comfort and maintenance 
daring his absence. AH his other busi
ness affairs be left unreservedly In the 
hands of bis lawyer. 

Tbe hardest task was to come. It 
was that of breaking to Rosa Bruyn his 
intention to leave home for a period of 
years. To be rare she knew that he 
bad Cherished such an intention pre
vious to hU aunt's death. But Claude 

ner sweetness and k ind l iness seemea 
natural ly to appeal for s y m p a t h y and 
Bupport. and hence It w a s e a s y for her 
to take strong Impressions from the 
moods of others. Claude. In particular, 
exercised an a lmost supreme control 
over her. H i s bold, confident, aspir ing 
nature w a s the opposite of her quiet , 
unaggress ive disposition, and In his so 
clety she rarely failed to ca tch and re 
fleet his humor, though not the less 
did her o w n sweet lndtv idually assert 
Itself in Influence upon his s o m e w h a t 
reckless character . 

They did not l inger long. Rosa bad 
her errand to accompl i sh , a n d Ralph 
accompanied her to the other side of 
the wood, toward the v i l lage , and, af
ter an af fect ionate part ing , and a 
pledge to Bee her daily be /ore his de
parture, he returned to Rolff l l i iuee. 

H i s mind was full of a w e i g h t of c a r e 
and doubt. Almost unconsciously , he 
proceeded to his room, and taking d o w n 
the box that contained the m y s t e r i o u s 
roll confided to h im by h i s aunt , he ex
amined it long and curiously Then ho 
read over carefully the paper of luetruc
t ions that was also conta ined In thu 
box. There were two k e y s In the box . 
F r o m the paper, be learned that thu 
smal l one w a s the key to the old Buuth 

C H A P T E R I3T. I 
Tt w a s not m a n y d a y s before Jacobus 

Bruyn took occas ion to call upon L* w-
yer Saybrook to c o n s u l t w i th h i m in re
gard to the Rolff property. 

As may be Imagined, the sudden de
parture for Europe of tbe y o u n g heir of 
Rolff H o u s e had been the c a u s e of un
l imited g o s s i p In the l i t t le place In 
some myster ious manner , pretty .much 
all of the legal t r a n s a c t i o n s In which 
Claude had been e n g a g e d had leaked 
out and become the subject of public 
talk, and, natural ly , the truth had been 
Improved upon In v a r i o u s w a y s as the 
deta i l s passed from m o u t h to mouth . 

The good burghers shook their h e a d s 
grave ly as they c o m m e n t e d on the reck
l e s sness of the y o u n g man. a n d m a n y 
were the predict ions that he would soon 
"c'lme to a bad end." And w h e n L a w 
yer Saybrook's n a m e w a s ment ioned , 
there were knowing nods and winka. 
and voices were lowered as c o m m e n t s 
were freely made on the sharp b a r g a i n s 
he had driven with the young man In 
supply ing him with m o n e y for h i s Euro
pean trip. 

These s tor ies had c f course come to 
the ears o f Farmer Bruyn. T h e Rolff 
property adjoined his lands on Its wes t 
ern s ide The old wood, ment ioned In 
a previous chapter, e r t e n d l n g across into 
the bounds of the property of the l 
shrewd, acquis i t ive old farmer, and for 

y e a r s he h a d had his e y e s on It and the , 
dlolnlng meadow land as a must deelr 

ed l a w y e r Would a n y t h i n g b e m o r e 
natural , m y dear s i r ? F u r t h e r m o r e , I 
h a v e an only son . Mr. B r u y n , and a l 
t h o u g h I have afforded h i m a good e d u 
cat ion, tt does not neces sar i l y t o u o w 
t h a t I w i s h blm to b e a l a w y e r l ike m y 
self. I m a y h a v e a different a m b i t i o n 
foe him. I m a y des ire to s e e him be
c o m e an honest , thr iv ing a g r i c u l t u r i s t 
Ah, Mr. Bruyn. profess ional l ife Is ful l 
of care a n d the c h a n c e s o f fa i lure a r e 
very large, whtye t h e t i l ler of the soO 
h a s an a lmos t cer ta in r e w a r d . W h y 
should I not des ire t o see R a l p h e s t a b 
l ished ere I die in p o s s e s s i o n of a s n u g 
landed proper ty? I t Is possible—I do 
not say probable—that the property w e 
h a v e been ta lk ing a b o u t m a y s o m e d a y 
come Into my h a n d s ; In fact , the poss i 
bilities In the c a s e m a y not be l imited to 
the possession o f e v e n this cho ice bit of 
the Rolff property . I t wouldn' t be a b a d 
idea for a s h r e w d a n d enterpr i s ing m a n 
to get posses s ion of t h e w h o l e e s ta te— 
eh. Mr B r u y n ? Mind, I do not s a y t h a t 
there Is a n y such chance at present; b u t 
w h o can te l l w h a t o p p o r t u n i t i e s the fu
ture may offer? If a n y s u c h h a p p y for
t u n e should be mine. I a m incl ined t o 
think, Mr. Bruyn, t h a t n o t h i n g wou ld 
t e m p t m e to d i spose of a foot of t b e 
land. It would ra ther be m y a m b i t i o n 
to become your good neighbor: and 
there would be no probabi l i ty of y o u r 
e s t a t e and mine ever being joined dur
ing my l i f e t ime; n o n e at al l , I a s s u r e 
you—unless . Indeed—but no m a t t e r ; t h e 

idea Is so remote that " 
"No, no—what is I t?" Interrupted t h e 

farmer. "I am here t o talk about jo in
ing these lands, and i f there Is a c h a n c e 
I want to know It. Come, w h a t w e r e 
you going to s a y ? Out w i t h It." 

"Well, well—If your curios i ty must be 
gratified. The t h o u g h t flashed across 
m y mind that I h a v e an on ly son and 
you an o n l y d a u g h t e r : and If It should 
be that w e become o w n e r s of adjo in ing 
e s ta tes , w h y . there might be such a 
t h i n g as a r r a n g i n g t erms for the ult i 
m a t e union of the e s t a t e s w i t h o u t a n y 
need of barter or sale . A m«re s u g g e s 
tion, you will perceive, m y dear Mr. 
B r u y n - - q u i t e Improbable, in fact In 
truth. I h a v e never thought of the m a t 
ter before, and have never sa id a word 
to Ralph o n the subjeot; though , now I 
come to think of it, I have heard h i m 
speak admir ing ly of your daughter . 
And. really, my dear sir. y o u must al -

able addi t ion to his farm if It ever b«?= l o w me to c o n g r a t u l a t e you on the poa 
c a m e purchasable . But so long as the sess ion of such a lovely child. If I were 
aged mis tress of Rolff House l ived no Ralph, now—but. really, th i s subject Is 
such result w a s poslble T h e old la'lv one that perhaps should not be trenched 
'would not l isten to a proposit ion to Bell upon In a discuss ion based so ent ire ly 
a foot of her lands. But now rumor w a s ' upon probabil i t ies and the mere c h a n c e s 
busi ly c irculat ing the ta le that y o u n g | ot fortune, so to speak. 

w a s wel l a w a r e ft wou ld be a sad part- i cel lar, whi le a large and mass ive one . 
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tner both to himself and to the maiden 
be loved with a passionate fervor. He 
did not see btr as often as usual, for 
bis tkas was foil of business demands. 
•ad, in troth, he was loth to break to 
bee tbe news of his arrangements* for 
devaitiire. Bat the time came when 
ha was under tbe necessity of announc
ing his plans. 

Fun of a taeHag of sadness and doubt 
which be could not shake off. he started 
•tie afternoon for farmer Bruyn's home, 
distant only about half a mile from 
Xolff RouM. It was a lovely October 
Hay. On his way, he met Rosa, who 
had started to visit the village on aom« 
•household shopping errand. 

Hear where they met, a by-path led 
f» a noble, old wood that extended in 
the Mar of Rolff House, and theno* 
to the village. Claude took tbe hand of 
Itoea Under bis arm, and led her unre-
sistlngry down the path toward the old 
Wood. As soon as they had entered 
the wood, and were oat of sight and 
hearing of any chance passers-by on 
the toad, Claude paused, and seated 
himself oo a moss-grown rock, while 
Rosa took her place beside blm, 

fehe waa first to apeak. 
"I know why you have brought me 

here, Claude," she said, '1 have seen 
It in your eyes for days past. Besides, 
although you have not spoken to me, 
rumor and gossip have. Ton are going 
to leave me. I know that nothing 1 
can say will restrain you. I would 
not restrain you against your will. Tou 
win leave me; and I—I—shall be broken 
hearted." 

' The words were simply spoken, but 
they carried a world of silent suffering 
to their unaffected tones. Claude was 
deeply moved. 

"But It will only be for a little while." 
hi made baste to say, "A year of two 
or three, at most—why, darling. It will 
fly on wings of wind, and, almost be
fore you are aware of it, I will be back 
to claim you as my bride. We are both 
young and in vigorous health—why 
jShottld we indulge in despondent views 
<©£ the future t It is no great matter to 
•cross the ocean to the old world. Hun-
dreda do It yearly, and the danger is 
-not much greater as far as I am con-
roerned than if I remained quietly at 
jhome.", 
* "t know all that you would say, 
"Claude," interrupted Rosa, "and per
haps I am m ready as you to indulge 
in bright anticipations of tbe future. 
jjfej a weight has come upon my heart— 
T do hot fear much for any danger to 
either of us—I scarce can say what I 
fear. a. premonition seems to weigh 
upon me that we shall never meet 
again* Mv.lf w« do, it will be as strang-

„#**,. TOU. at* going out into the great 
> skittling world from this ijuiet little vil-

'•* i#i$»ifc£fcttwt you,-and yet I fear that 
*lffr ^ Jllffl^nWwittlesBea your affection, while 

f /i^*0,w!iW!ie2»ii* sociable nature will lead 
& ^'•^•'•^'•-^ imw&%^^mmtSn F o r j a y - j 

iiifrtejfl. what awaits me. Ij 
&t$rne to you, but it may i 
| e |us | of; trial and suffering 
petsut o*t The. future may 
jofijties,! .*o*. us, but, to me, 

tt se ms hlpejt behind tt Cloud." 
Claudt. e^rted his utmost power to 

comfort tlife d e c a d e n t «M. And he 

Rosa B w y n > a 3 to^eflect the moods of 
• then e | i 4 3 e # p e p « ) c e a t depth of 
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ruBty with a g e and disuse , w a s the key 
to the vault of which b i s aunt h a d 
spoken. 

Claude b a d never entered the old cel
lar. The door bad a l w a y s been k e p t 
locked, and his aunt had retained the 
key. He now resolved to grat i fy his 
ourtoalty In regard to the old cellar a n d 
Its curious vault—of which he h a d never 
heard previous to his aunt ' s c o m m u n i 
cation, except as a supers l t lous rumor 
In t h e mouths of goss ip ing people, 
w h i c h ho had regarded as sil ly a n d 
false . 

W i t h the key In his pocket, he pro
ceeded through the old hall , t h e n d o w n 
a flight of s ta irs to the basement . In 
w h i c h there were several rooms, m o s t 
of them e m p t y and Illy l ighted. A nar 
row dark p a s s a g e led for s o m e d i s tance 
from the flight of steps by which he 
had descended toward t b e south s ide 
of t h e bouse , and at the end of t h i s 
passage w a s a door and a n o t h e r flight 
of s t e p i t b a t gave access to t h e s o u t h 
cellar. T h e massive foundat ion ol 
Rolff House w a s divided Into several 
vault-l ike apartments , s e p a r a t e d by 
h e a v y stone w a l l s through w h i c h there 
was no communicat ion , a n d a c c e s s to 
each was by a flight of s t e p s from 
a b o v e and a s ing le door. 

Claude descended the s t eps t o the o ld 
cellar door, and. In the total d a r k n e s s , 
searched for the key-hole, and wi th dif
ficulty Inserted the key a n d turned t h e 
rusty wards. Then moving back t h e 
door on i t s creaking h inges , be en tered 
tbe o ld cellar. 

On entering, he could not d i s t i n g u i s h 
anyth ing for a moment in the d i m , 
uncertain l ight that c a m e from o n e 
smal l , very narrow window In t h e 
h e a v y foudat lon wall. Gradua l ly 
his surroundings became visible, a n d 
he found t h a t he w a s In a qui te large 
l a t h e r oblong and dungeon- l ike room, 
surrounded b y h e a v y s tone w a l l s on a l l 
s ides . Above bis b e a d the h e a v y b e a m s 
of t b e foundation floor w e r e dark w i t h 
mold and a g e . and festooned wi th t h e 
cobwebs o f generat ions . T h e o n e w i n 
dow w a s so narrow t h a t It a d m i t t e d 
but a , taint l ight, and Claude had t o 
s tra in his e y e s to note t h e s e th ings . In 
m o v i n g about in t h i s dark, underground 
place, he w a s surprised to not i ce a flight 
of v e r y n a r r o w s tone s t e p s in t h e f o u n 
d a t i o n wall , l ead ing a p p a r e n t l y to t h e 
outside. H e s tra ined his e y e s , b u t could 
see n o t h i n g in t h e darkness , H e o a u -
t loua ly proceeded u p tbe s t eps , a n d d i s 
covered t h a t the entrance a t the t o p 
w a s apparent ly c losed in by a h e a v y 
Stone slab. Descend ing t h e s teps , h e 
proceeded to search for t b e vau l t . Af 
ter a time, h e discovered a smal l b u t 
m a s s i v e s t o n e door, that w a s set i n 
the inner w a l l of the cellar. T h i s door 
w a s the o n l y indication o f a vaul t o r 
reoeptaole of any kind, b u t h e not iced 
that the s t o n e s surrounding it were o f 
a pecul iar ly m a s s i v e k ind. A s ing le 
key bote w a s cut in t h e door, b u t there 
w a s n o s ign o f h i n g e or k a o b b y w h i c h 
It w a s held in place or m i g h t b e opened 
and closed. The h e a v y s t o n e s l a b w a s 
fitted io n i ce l y Into the m a s o n r y s u r 
r o u n d i n g i t t h a t there w a s scarce a 
c h a n c e e v e n for d u s t t o ea ter . 

•This, t h e n , m u s t b e t h » m y s ter i o us 
v a u l t , Claude e x a m i n e d i t c losely a n d 
m o s t curiously . W h y w a s it bui l t , a n d 
w h a t did it e o n t a l n ? W h y were i t s 
c o n t e n t s s o j ea lous ly guarded , and a c -
Ce l l t o It s o hedged h i b y s t r a n g e c o n -
ditlO'ttsf 'Was here h i d d e a t b e s tored 
wealtto Which he felt sure bis aunt had 

U well as the remaining treas-
|> his grandfather's suspiciously, 
fortune? Claude asked himself 

Rolff bad privately deeded all of the 
land in quest ion to L a w y e r Saybrook 
a s security for certain m o n e y s a d v a n c e d 
him, a n d a lready the public w a s begin 

T h e old farmer remained p lunged for 
some time In a brown study. 

"I never thought of this before." l .e 
said, at las t . "I supposed If you got 

nlng to look upon the shrewd lawyer a s j n o , d ot ***? ot t h l s R"lff properly y >u 
t h e coming owner of Kolff H o u s e . | would w a n t to Bell It Hut If you don't 

Farmer Bruyn credited these ta le s : i there's an end of that To be sure. I 
a n d he had no doubt that, if the lawyer i n a v « rny d a u g h t e r — a n d a rare girl she 
t icrame the owner of the property ho , l s- l f ' <**> it myself . u.nd I don't intend 

e v e r y t h i n g works all r ight so far i 
th ink there w i l l b e n o t h i n g In the w a y of 
y o u r beg inn ing y o u r a t t e n t i o n s to Miss 
R o s a a t o n c e . - T h e n if young Claude 
o n l y g e t s entangled in s o m e w a y In Eu
rope, or happily dies , or we can keep 
h i m there and unsusp ic ious of our p lans 
t i l l everyth ing is In favorable shape, 
s u c c e s s will be ours. B u t I dare not 
m a k e public the deeds a s yet. We m u s t 
n o t run the c h a n c e of his hear ing of 
a n y t h i n g Irregular. In a bold s t ep like 
t h i s , much depends on t h e chances . Our 
o n l y plan Is to wai t . Y o u see the pro
pr ie ty « f that. Ralph?" 

"Yes. of course. It wouldn' t do for 
t h e young oub to know t h a t you had got 
h i s s ignature to papers that deed a w a y 
a i l his property, a n d be none the wiser." 

• Yes, Ralph— but s p e a k tow. W h a t 
w a a that noise?" 

" W h a t noise?" 
"I thought I heard a sound, a s if some

b o d y might b e l i s ten ing ." 
Mr. Saybrook arose a n d went to the 

inner door, a n d looked around In the 
b a l l t h a t divided the office from the liv
i n g apartments , but h e saw nothing, 
a n d returned apparent ly satisfied to his 
chair. 

"It w a s a bold stroke, Ralph -pertiap") 
a dangerous one—but I fe l t I could trust 
t h e young fool's ut ter car t l e s snes s . and 
t h e result w a s so e s s e n t i a l that I deter
mined to risk it. After read ing him the 
papers he supposed he w a s to s ign. I 
m a n a g e d to change t h e m , and present 
o t h e r s to him for his s i gna ture in a way 
t h a t did not disc lose the trick. St) here 
t h e y are In good shape, a l l properly *?n-
dorsed and wi tnessed , a n d they will be 
hard to get over when t h e proper t ime 
c o m e s But we must be caut ious My 
ac t ions have been s a g a c i o u i l y planned, 
a n d all undertaken In view of a possiMe 
cont ingency , which I now consider lo be 
Inevitable I mean the o u t b r e a k of war 
w i t h England In that c a s e our young 
g e n t l e m a n will be safe ly kept out of our 
w a y for a number of y e a r s , there is no 
te l l ing how long, but long enough. I a m 
certa in . My only a n x i e t y la lest be 
should take the a larm a n d want to re
t u r n to this country In my letters I 
sha l l take every m e a s u r e to quiet a n y 
apprehens ions , and I hope to draw him 
out on points that will be of future use 
to us." 

""What a general you would m a k e ! " 
e x c l a i m e d the admiring son . a s this re
hearsal of his father's p l a n s was con
cluded. 

"Ah Ralph." was the reply , "remem
ber, there is s t ra tegy In other fields than 
w a r . and the best general a l w a y s wliia." j 

Would goun be disposed to put it in the 
m a r k e t for sale So he has tened at o n c e 
U) Inquire Into the m a t ' e r 

The man of law waa a» l lghted tn see 
t h e »ld farmer He shook his hand w i t h 
cordial warmth , and the keen, self s a t -
Lsfiod twink le In his e y e s Indicated t h a t 
p e r h a p s the v i i i t was not unexpec ted 
by him. Never the l e s s , he professed 
surpr i se that the farmer could h a v e a n y 
b u s i n e s s wi th him In regard to t h e Rolff 
• s t a t e , and handed him a chair and s a t 
down beside him wi th a w e l l - a s s u m e d 
a i r of Interest and innocence. 

It w a s a subject for the penci l of a 
Hogorth- - the pole, smooth, keen-visagi-d 
l a w y e r , leaning back In his chair , w i t h 
a countenance full of myst i f i cat ion t h a t 
w a s belled by the Intel l igent twinkle of 
h i s eye, as the blunt, s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 
fai l i te i s l a t ed the object of his visit. 

"Why, this Is s trange , very s t r a n g e , " 
remarked the lawyer , a s the old m a n 
conc luded , "In fact. I think I m a y s a y 
It Is a complete surprise . W h y , really, 
m y dear sir " 

"No need for surprise," Interrupted 
t h e farmer. "I want th*» old w o o d a n d 
t h e m e a d o w land between it a n d t h e 
road. I've had my eyes on that piece of 
land for years , and I'm ready t o pay a 
good round price for it, money down.' ' 

"Of course, of course," repl ied t h e 
l a w y e r . "You come directly to t h e 
p<->lnt. like a practical man; but , really, 
m y dear sir. I fear you misapprehend! 
t h e whole mat ter . I a m not respons ib le 
for any stories that m a y be c i rcu la t ing 
about my t r a n s a c t i o n s w i t h the y o u n g 
he ir w h o Is my client. It is s t r a n g e , 
v e r y s t r a n g e , how s u c h s tor i e s g e t 
s t a r t e d , but I cannot as sure you that a l l 
y o u h e a r Is true, or t h a t the property 
y o u desire i s for sale or l ike ly to be." 

" f o m e . n o beat ing about the b u s h . " 
s a i d t h e farmer, b lunt ly . "T g o t my 
story s t r a i g h t enough. T h e l a n d Is a s 
good a s yours . I w a n t it. N o w , If It la 
t o be so ld a t a n y t ime. I'd l ike t h e first 
c h a n c e . " 

"Well, now, real ly, really," s a i d t h e 
l a w y e r , s t r a i g h t e n i n g up in his chair. 
"I fear I wil l be compel led to lose a fine 
c h a n c e for a bargain . W e can't be l lev» 
a l l we hear, Mr. Bruyn . P e o p l e wil l 
ta lk , y o u know. T o be sure, I can't tell 
w h a t m a y happen , nor can I deny or af
firm that the property you m e n t i o n m a y 
or m a y not b e in t h e marke t one o f th^se 
d a y s . B u t m y dear sir. s o ^ a r a s a n y 
l ega l t r a n s a c t i o n s I m a y h a v e a r r a n g e d 
w i t h m y y o u a g fr iend are concerned. I 
c a n assure y o u t h a t publ ic rumor i s very 
m u o h a t faul t . I m a y or m a y n o t h a v e 
e n t e r e d Into certa in a r r a n g e m e n t s t h a t 
g i v e m e * prospective lien on var ious 
p o r t i o n s of t h e Rolff e s t a t e . T h e r e a re 
m o r t g a g e s , t o b e sure—and there m a y 
b e s o m e p r i v a t e oontrac t s ; b u t , sir, 
t h e s e m a y b e intended a s a m e r e m a t 
t e r of s ecur i ty , m a d e w i t h t h e under 
s t a n d i n g — - ' , 

••No m a t t e r for y o u r unders tand ing " 
Interrupted t h e farmer . "I k n o w you 've 
g o t s o m e hold o n t h i s property; and I 
k n o w a n d y o u k n o w t h a t t h a t y o u n g 
p r c d l g a l wi l l never be able to c la im it 
baok. I w a n t t h e l a n d , a n d y o n don't. 
You're a lawyer , a n d w h a t can y o u want 
of land e x c e p t to drive a s h a r p bargain ? 
I a m w i l l i n g to pay more t h a n it i s 
w o r t h . N o w , if you w a n t to m a k e a bar
g a i n '• 

••Ah, i f I do , m y d e a r s ir; but w h a t if 
I d o n ' t ? B b . s i r—what if I don' t? Let 
u s suppose for a m o m e n t — m e r e l y sup
p o s e for the s a k e of a r g u m e n t , m y dear 
s i r—that I h a v e or m a y b e able t o have 
t h i s property at m y d i sposa l . D o e s i t 
n a t u r a l l y fo l low t h a t I would wi sh t o 
s e l l i t? W o u l d i t no t b e more natural 
t o a s s u m e t b a t if. a f t e r m a n y years o f 
h a r d profess ional drudgery , I h a v e m a n 
a g e d t o acquire a l i t t l e money , and . In 
t h e l e g i t i m a t e course o f m y profession, 
h a v e h a d an oppor tun i ty t o inves t It in a 
m a n n e r l ook ing t o the acqu i s i t i on o f cer
t a i n lands , i t m a y b e m y objec t t o retire 
f r o m m y profess ion a n d se t t l e d o w n a s 
a p r i v a t e c o u n t r y g e n t l e m a n ? P e r h a p s 
I a m t ired o f profess ional l i fe; perhaps I 
desire t o p a s s the e v e n i n g oC my d a y s a s 
a rural g e n t l e m a n a s d a m a t e u r agrlcul 

ton*. 8* «0i»|dJflaHMto but turigt instead o t* h*W»»C oy«mork> 
•4 ,̂v 

she shall marry any rake or s ca t t er -
brains There's y o u n g Kolff has be^n 
showing her a t t en t ions , and the girl w a s 
foolish enough to e n c o u r a g e him -tor 
his looks a n d m a n n e r s . I suppose But 
I s a w only one thing in his favor—he 
w a s going to h a v e t h i s property , but I 
soon made up my mind he'd never > u o w 
enough to keep It. and I w a s right. Of 
course, he'll was te the property, a n d 
somebody will ge t It. and I shal l be 
glad lf It fa l l s into no worse h a n d s than 
your own If it does, a n d you ever w a n t 
to sel l It, y o u can consider m e a c u s t o 
mer.*' 

"If I ever have an o p p o r t u n i t y to sel l 
It, a n d desire to do so . I sha l l cons ider j 
your offer. Mr. Bruyn ." replied the l a w 
yer, with a n emphas i s o n the "If." 

"And If you don' i ," cont inued Mr. 
Bruyn, "why, I hope we ahall be good 
neighbors. More than that I can't s a y 
now." 

"It Is not necessary to s a y more, my 
dear sir." pursued Mr Saybrook. " W h a t 
more could I desire than to be your good 
neighbor? Yet It s e e m s to m e that the 
two e s t a t e s hold a sort of natura l re
lationship to each other, and I do not 
wonder at your desire to come into p-ji 
sess ion of a t least part of the K >lff 
lands. Dut how much better It wo i i 
be lf t h e , t w o whole propert ies could b* 
uni ted one of these d a y s ? It would 
m a k e one of the finest e s t a t e s in the 
country WTTy. if I should e v e r get h->i<J 
of the Rolff property I should feel quite 
•it a n x i o u s to b u y y o u r l a n d s as you 
possibly could be to buy mine. If I have 
an ambi t ion It Is to found a h o u s e , as It 
were—to raise t h e S a y b r o o k s to the 
posit ion of e s ta te o w n e r s , and l eave 
Ralph at m y death secure ly s e t t l e d In a 
handsome property . I n fact, I m a y s a y 
that I h a v e m a d e t h i s Ideal m y life 
work. As e v e n t s n o w ^shape, perhaps 
my a m b i t i o n Is not i m p o s s i b l e o f a c c o m 
p l i s h m e n t Ah, Mr. B r u y n , if m y a n x 
iety a n d efforts for R a l p h c o u l d be t h u s 
rewarded, h o w h a p p y I shou ld be. N o 
one c a n tel l tine i n t e r e s t I h a v e t a k e n in 
that boy. I f I s a y it myself , h e is a 
young m a n of rather u n c o m m o n parts , 
and o f an Intel l igence a n d b u s i n e s s turn 
quite remarkable for his y e a r s . N o 
spendthri f t about him, Mr. B r u y n — n o , 
no, I a s s u r e you; It don' t r u n in the 
blood. I fee l the u t m o s t confidence that 
he wil l be a b l e to talcs c a r e of t h e m o n e y 
and p r o p e r t y I shal l be enab led to l e a v e 
him. I h a v e t a k e n g r e a t p a i n s in h i s 
br ing ing u p , m y dear s i r ; a n d I v e n t u r e 
to be l i eve t h a t he does m e qo d i s c r e d i t " 

" N o doubt of It ," replied t h e farmer. 
"I h a v e a g o o d opinion of t h e lad m y 
self. He ' s s t e a d y , and tha t ' s t h e m a i n 
th ing ." 

"Steady, Mr. B r u y n — w h y , s ir , I feel 
that h i s charac ter i s founded o n a rook, 
as it were , a n d cannot b e m o v e d . I h a v e 
never k n o w n h im to c o m m i t a n Im
proper or Immoral aot, o r t o m a n i f e s t a 
s i n g l e e x t r a v a g a n t or w i ld t ra i t ." 

T h e old f a r m e r did n o t d i s s e n t f rom 
th i s e u l o g i s m ; and, in f a s t *t w a s true 
e n o u g h la I t s w a y . R a l p h h a d e n o u g h 
of wor ld ly shrewdness to h a v e a k e e n 
regard for h i s reputat ion, a n d , a s c h a r 
acter w e n t i n the ret ired c o m m u n i t y , h a 
w a s a m o s t exemplary y o u n g m a n , o u t 
one o f a k i n d who w a s m u c h m o r e re 
spec ted a n d liked by h i s e lders t h a n byj 
those Of h i s o w n age . 

F a r m e r B r u y n soon took h i s d e p a r t 
ure, a n d t h e lawyer remained c o g i t a t i n g 
over t h e Interview and its p r o b a b l e af
fec t s t i l l R a l p h came In. 

T h e y o u n g m a n s a w a t o n c e , b y h i s 
fa ther ' s gratified smi le , t h a t s a m e f a 
v o r a b l e e v e n t had happened , a n d b e n t 
on h i m a n enquir ing g l a n c e . 

"Old B r u y n nas been here ," s a i d the 
fa ther . " H e bit on t h e bait I dropped 
in t b e proper quarter r e g a r d i n g m y l i t 
t l e t r a n s a c t i o n s .with Claude. H e s e e m s 
t o r e g a r d m e already a s t h e psaot tea l 
control ler o f the Rolff property , a n d w a s 
aU r e a d y to b u y the old w o o d l o t a » * a d « 
j o i n i n g meadows , w h i c h I h a w e n e d t o 
k n o w h e b a a h i d a h a n k e r i n g for th in 
tons whi le . Of e m u s e I w a s e h a r y o f 
o o m l a g to a n y teem, , a n d I t U M f i u v 
aged to advasae yc-m- ^gtmg j» a man. 
Oar thAt wmm he & • * *»"& 

C H A P T E R X . j 
T h e fall passed Into winter , and the j 

n e w year at last drew n e a r | 
•Anthony Saybrook had not bqen un- ' 

mindful of his e n g a g e m e n t with Claude 
to visit the old south cel lar on N e w . 
Year's day. ajid note whether the m y s - ; 
ter lous s igns appeared o n the door of 
the \ a u l l therein. in faot. he hHd 
avv a i l ed most anxious ly the arr iva l of 
t h e appointed day Hplie of the ease i 
he had had lr e x p l a i n i n g to Claude 
the secret of the old l ady ' s m y s t e r i o u s 
ins truct ions he was g r e a t l y puaaled In ed t h e lawyer , sharp ly 
his mind as to their n a t u r e a n d m e a n 
ing They must mean s o m e t h i n g Im
portant , he argued The old lady w a s 
too practical and s a g a c i o u s to h a v e 
g i v e n such s trange and explicit direc
t i ons without some very definite object 
in v iew "Can it be poss ib le ." m u s e d 
the lawyer, "that she has 

T h i s w a s a n that the l a w y e r ' s d u t y 
required of him. . B u t b i s c u r i o s i t y 
w a s Increased by t h e s ight of t h e v a u l t 
a n d Its m a s s i v e s tructure . M e . e x a m i n 
ed i t c lose ly . H e n o t e d h o w nice ly t h e 
door fitted, a n d w o n d e r e d a s to i t s 
th ickness . He s c a n n e d keen ly t h e m a s 
s i v e m a s o n r y t h a t surrounded i t a n d 
m e n t a l l y conc luded that n o s u c h sol id 
s t ruc ture could h a v e been bui l t for a 
trif l ing purpose . W h y had old M a g n u s 
Kolff had> it bui l t? T h i s q u e s t i o n c a m e 
up In his mind, a n d se t b u n t o t ry ing 
to w e a v e a theory t o e x p l a i n i t H e 
concluded that It m u s t h a v e been in
t ended for the depos i t of s o m e prec ious 
treasure . Publ ic g o s s i p m a y b e more 
t h a n half right a b o u t it. be t h o u g h t . 
A smi le flitted aoross his f ace as he 
ca l led to m i n d tbe s u p e r s t i t i o u s report 
t h a t no o n e could e n t e r it or h a n d l e i t s 
content s except he so ld h i m s e l f to tbe 
d e v t t "Suppose I s h o u l d b e t h e one to 
outwi t t h e devi l ," h e e x c l a i m e d m e n 
ta l ly , a n d a g a i n t h e smi le flitted a c r o s s 
his face. 

" R a t h e r a queer piece of m a s o n r y , 
t h i s * " he sa id i n a n Inquir ing tone, 
turn ing t o old Carl, after h a v i n g fin
i shed h i s inspect ion of t h e v a u l t 

"1 don't know," responded t h e old 
m a n ; "it i s accord ing to h o w y o u look: 
a t i t " 

"Well , h o w do you look a t i t If 1 m a y # 

be s o bold a s to e n q u i r e ? " r e s p o n d e d 
tbe l a w y e r , In an Inquis i t ive tone . 

" A s a v e r y s i m p l e mat ter , w i t h o u t a 
bit of m y s t e r y a b o u t it," w a s - the re
ply. "In the ir be t t er days , the fami ly 
had m a n y va luab le art ic les , a n d it w a s 
very natura l that a great h o u s e l ike 
th i s s h o u l d have a pr ivate s t r o n g place, 
w h e r e v a l u a b l e p a p e r s or a r t i c l e s could 
be kept s a f e from p r y i n g e y e s a n d fire." 

"So. so—very keen , very s a g a c i o u s , 
Mr. Crum." replied the l a w y e r , w h o 
s a w at o n c e that old Carl w a s not d i s 
posed to e n c o u r a g e h im In a n y cur ios 
i ty a b o u t the v a u l t "And now. if It 
i s Just a s agreeab le to you, I shou ld 
l ike to b e left a l o n e here a f ew m o 
m e n t s , t h a t I m a y carry out cer ta in 
i n s t r u c t i o n s of your young master ." 

Mr. Saybrook h a d taken a fancy t h a t 
he wou ld l ike to c lose ly e x a m i n e tbe 
old cel lar, a n d h e n c e his reques t to be 
left a lone. 

But old Carl had n o notion of Indulg
ing him in his curios i ty . 

"It would afford you l i t t le p leasure , 
m e t h l n k s . to be left a lone here in the 
dark." he answered . "I c a n n o t leave 
you the lantern , a s I am g r o w i n g old. 
and it is not safe for me to be w a n d e r 
ing around in the dark p a s s a g e s a b o v e 
w i t h o u t a l ight ." 

"I will ' | h t you u p the s t a i r s a n d 
through t I passage , if that Is a l l ," a n 
swered t h . ' lawyer , "and then return 
and fulfill my duty i iere." 

See ing t h a t any a t t e m p t t o e v a d e the 
request wou ld prove useless , t h e e ld 
m a n replied, s o m e w h a t b lunt ly . 

"It is no t tn accordance w i t h m y In
s t r u c t i o n s to leave you a lone here." 

Ins truc t ions from w h o m ? " d e m a n d -

If 

carefu l ly 

"That ques t ion concerns me a n d not 
you." responded the old m a n , w i t h a 
suspic ion of w a r m t h In his tone. "But 
to nave words . I will say t h a t m y in
s truct ions were to a c c o m p a n y you down 
here once each year , on N e w Year's 
D a y , until I received orders to the con
t r a r y , but under no c i r c u m s t a n c e s to 

s a v e d her earnings and depos i ted them al low any one in here alone, or. in fact 
n the old vault , and that great w e a l t h ' to a l l ow a n y b o d y in here e x c e p t your-

le there awa i t ing th i s y o u n g prodiga l . ' B e l r . a t t n e t l m e ^ a l n t h e m a n n e r r 
It i s not Improbable. K n o w i n g his 
reokless and natura l ly spendthr i f t d i s 
posit ion, she might have adopted s u c h 
a plan of keeping the m o n e ) out of his 
h a n d s till he should h a v e arr ived at 
y e a r s of greater d i scret ion . But w h o 
is t o Judge thereof, and g i v e the m y s 
ter ious s ign that Is t o unlock the doors 
of the vault, provided y o u n g prodigal 
reforms within five y e a r s ? Can it be 
old Carl — or M a r g a r e t ? F a i t h . I 
shouldn't wonder. E i t h e r would be 

h a v e s ta ted ." 
A n t h o n y Saybrook w a s too shrewd? 

to pick a quarrel w i t h the old m a n u n 
der the c i r c u m s t a n c e s He w a s sur
prised and a n n o y e d that Claude s h o u l d 
h a v e left a n y such Instruct ions , but a 
m o m e n t ' s reflection conv inced h i m that 
it did not necessar i ly imply a n y s u s 
pic ion of himself , but might h a v e been 
the result of extra c a r e In s o Ins truct 
ing old Carl that he would g u a r d wel l 
t h e vault . 

shrewd and t r u s t w o r t h y e n o u g h : and , | . . _ . . . 
real ly, the plan wouldn't be so bad for | " W e » - w e l 1 ' ^ r C r u m - . w e

K
 w l U "? 

keeping the money sa fe t i l l Claude got i Q U a r r e l o v e r the mat ter . he m a d e 
a l i t t le experience of t h e world. B u t ; h a B t e t 0 r e p l y P l e a s e h a n d m e your 
111 w a g e r the old lady n e v e r counted | l a n , e r n a moment . ~ > » } " J " rao'» 
on the poss ibi l i ty of any new proprle-1 carefu l ly perform nay duty ot Inspec
tor coming into p o s s e s s i o n of Rolf i " o n -
H o u s e before the secret of t h e v a u l t I T h e o W m * n b a n d e d him t b e l a n t e r n . 
w a s revealed. Suppose t h e r e i s a for
tune ly ing ln there s n u g l y looked u p ! 
It m a k e s Rolff H o u s e the g r e a t e r prize. 
Yes, yes—it i s a prize w o r t h h a v i n g ; 
and I m u s t and will h a v e i t , u n l e s s t h e 
devi l himself f ights a g a i n s t m a " 

N e w Year d a y at last arr ived; and . 
Immedia te ly a f t e r a h e a r t y dinner, A n 
t h o n y Saybrook proceeded to the old 
mans ion , and, l i f t ing t h e grea t r u s t y 
knocker o f the h e a v y o a k e n door, s e n t 
a loud a larm t h r o u g h the v a c a n t ha l l s 
and rooms, t h a t echoed a n d re -echoed 
as l f g i v i n g w a r n i n g t h a t a d a n g e r o u s 
e n e m y w a s at band. 

Old Carl answered the s u m m o n s . 
"Good day, Mr. Cram," s a i d the l a w 

yer, w i t h a p l easant s m i l e . " 
"Good day ," a n s w e r e d t h e o ld m a n . 

"Come In. I k n o w t b e objeot of your 
v i s i t ." 

" A h ! — Claude I n f o r m e d y o u , of 

a n d h e cri t ical ly examkeed tbe v a u l t 
a g a i n , and, in do ing I t m a n a g e d t o s o 
t h r o w the l ight a s t o a l l ew It t o pene 
tra te the r e c e s s e s of t b e old ce l lar . B u t 
t h e furt ive g l impses of dark m o e s i e s 
l n t h e h e a v y s tone wal l , a n d o f t h e 
s t e p s in t h e outer w a l l , a f forded h im 
o n l y BO m u c h s a t i s f a c t i o n a s t o in* 
c r e a s e his cur ios i ty . In a far corner , 

| b e s a w w h a t s e e m e d to be s e v e r a l 
h e a v y c h e s t s piled o n e u p o n a n o t h e r . 
H '• would h a v e g i v e n a good round s u m 
t o h a v e s t a y e d a n d cr i t i ca l l y e x a m i n e d 
the old cel lar, b u t Car l ' s e y e s w e r e fixed 
on h i m w H k a s t e a d y and o b s e r v i n g 
gaze , so b e suppres sed h i s cur ios i ty , 
and h a n d i n g back t b e lantern , f o l l o w e d 
h i s g u i d e u p to t b e g r e a t ha l l a g a i n . 
H e r e b e t o o k a prompt l eave , a n d w a s 
on h i s w a y h o m e a g a i n . 

"Tbe old w a t c h d o g , " he m u t t e r e d , 
a s he s t r o d e a loag . " h e w a s s u s p i c i o u s 

course. V e r y good, Indeed—It s a v e s t h e ' of me a s if b e k « e w m y secre t re so lves , 
trouble o f exp lanat ion . I presume w e M y first s t e p m u s t h e t o ge t h t m o u t of 
m a y a s we l l proceed a t o n c e t o the o ld t h e h o u s a A h , i f e v e n t s o n l y f a v o r me. 
cel lar. I t is m y p l a n to t ransac t al l there wi l l b e a o trouble . I f a n c y , h o w -
b u s i n e s s a s speedi ly a s pos s ib l e ; and , ever , t h a t I c a n m a n a g e t b e m a t t e r . 
as t h i s i s a hol iday, a n d I h a v e inv i ted L e t m e th ink—let m e th ink ." 
m y fr iend Mr. B r u y n o v e r to h a v e a I A s d so , pteoaJftg a n d 
social g la s s and pipe wi th me at four 
o'clook. I wi l l adhere t o m y plan on t h i s 
occas ion ." 

"Curse your p l a n ! " m u t t e r e d eM| 
Carl u n d e r hit b r e a t h ; a n d t h e n he said1 

a l o u d . ' T i l g e t a l ight ," a n d a t o n c e 
s t a r t e d off te procure It. l e a v i n g t b e 
l a w y e r s t a n d i n g tn t h e co ld , gloomy; 
old hall. 

"Scant eeurtesy," be satd to himself. 
as be gased after the eld man with a 
peculiar glitter in his eyes; "but it's 
all the same to me, Mr. Crum; I fancy; 
I shall be able to get even with you 
one of these days." 

Oid Carl presently returned, with a 
candle In a tin lantern, and beckoning 
to the lawyer, led the way te the stair 
oase, and down into use basement 
They traversed the dark paisage that 
led te tbe oellar stairs, and old Carl 
descended them and unlocked the door, 
and held the lantern that the lawyer 
might safety descend. 

In a moment they both stood in the 
eld gloomy cellar, and the eld man led 
the way with his lantern to the vault, 

"This is tbe vsuitf" queried the 
Uwyer. 

"Yes," eustly responded the old man. 
Anthony Saybrook examined the door 

carefully. There was no sign ot the 
mysserfcms marks that were to he the 
Signal of the breaking ef the prohlbl-
<ion «MlMt &g_doqr bflfig ofiened. 

his antlsipe&ad titampb. 
brook soon sesshid home. 

[To be continued.] 
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California Wines, 
Nature's Greatest Elixer. 

If y e n are convalescent, have lo s t o f a p s e , 
tite, languid and worn out with overtanahnS 
of work, roa need a stimulant to assist 
nature and nothing will bul|d up and restore 
lost energy like the 

Golden Gate Port Wins, 
$1.15 per gallon. 

Don't buy cheap rash it is iniuriont 
Phone 11075. 

Mathews & Servis, 
Cor. Main and FHzhugfa Streets. 
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