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heighten her personal charms a n d m a k e munu a p a n g o f g ^ , ftnd W D ( n U M 

them appear youthfu l 
"A llttl« w a r m water , if y o u pleaae. 

Mru. Ort-vvy." sa id Mr. Saybrook. 
"Certainly, sir." a n s w e r e d t h e widow, 

with a b e w i t c h i n g smile. "But Is there 
not s o m e t h i n g e lse I can br ing?" 

" N o t h i n g at all, Mrs. Orewy." 

shot through his heart .as h e noted t h e 
express ion of deep t enderness upon t l w 
w a s t e d face. 

"Come d r a w up a chair, and sit b e 
side me. Claude. I have my dy ing 
w i s h e s to <-«">mmunloate to you ." 

The young m a n drew up a chair a n d 
"Oh. but you must be h u n g r y after a s e a t e d himself , and then his f ee l ings 

day's hard work, and it is t w o hours g a v e w a y a n d h e D P n t h l s h e a d t o t n e 

to supper time yet. I h a v e some lovely 
cake, Mr Haybrnok. and. really. If I 
do s a y It myself , the apple plea I h a v e 
been b a k i n g to-duy are exquis i te ." 

" N o t h i n g but the water. Mrs. Grewy." 
Defeated In her hospi table in tent ions , 

the w i d o w fetched the water and re
tired. 

Mr. Saybrook mixed himself a good 

bedside, and sobbed bitterly It Is t h u s 
that grief o f t en takes the m o s t care le s s 
heart unaware , a n d forces It to c o n f e s * 
a weakness it did not dream of. 

"My dar l ing boy—my C l a u d e ' " T h e 
wurds c a m e tender ly from t h e pale l ips , 
and Claude wondered within h imse l f 
that he had n e v e r before recognized t h e 
s w e e t n e s s of his aunt 's voice. "You 

stout toddy and Ralph a much weaker w „ , g r i e v e a m U e whi l e for me. C l a u d e ; 
one. and the happy prospects of the b u t l t w l I 1 n o t ^ l o n g I t l 8 n o t t h e 
Saybrook family were duly toasted and 
celebrated. 

C H A P T E R V. 
)n t h e principal street of Voorhisvi l le , 
Uttie w h i t e house obtruded Itself 

jo int to consider in the m a t t e r As I 
i a l d - s o m e b o d y wil l sure ly t a k e a d v a n -
a g e of thle y o u n g men. W h o shal l lt 

boldly out to the line of t h e u n p a v e d « ? N ° w a rnan ° ' w p a k m l n d m i g h t 
Sidewalk. Over the door, a Bmall s ign • •>«•«« before t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e of such 
bore the Inscription. "Anthony Say- »« opportuni ty . But w h y ' It is plain 
brook, Counael lor-at-Law." | r»«t the ynurrg fool is hound to dissl-

•ate his fortune, and that It must of 
leceasity fall Into the hands of some-
lody I cannot prevent him do ing It. 
\B executor, all I can do is t o adv i se 
ilxn. B u t advice, should I give it would 
mly be w a s t e d upon him His Is a na-
ure not to t a k e counsel of a d l s a g r e e -

ible sort kindly. To g ive lt. would 
mly be t o Irritate lilro and forfei t hlo 
lonfldence. Well, shall I foolishly un-
lt-rtake t o curb h i m In hts set purposes , 
m d thus forfeit h i s confidence, and al
low some other a n d sharper person to 

will of (Jod that the old should b e 
mourned for deeply.. Rest a w a l t e t h 

' t h e m , lt is wel l they should pass a w a y . 
CHAPTBJB YT. Yes, it is well . I must soon go . A t a n y 

Rolff H o u s e w a s erected In the midst t ime the chil l of dea th m a y strike t o 
• >f a cons iderable park; but the shrub- m y heart. I h a v e waited t o o long ere 
bery was grown wild and tangled the s a y i n g what I have to aay t o you , 
w a l k s were neglected and overgrown Claude. Not Mil this day could I con-
wlth g r a s s , and the whole appearance v lnce mysel f that my time had really 
->t t h e surroundings Indicated lack of come. Hut lt is not too late . I a m 
care and gradua l decay. A number of weak, but pra ise be to the Lord w h o 
.arge. venerable trees reared their, lm- g ive th me s t r e n g t h to speak. L i s ten 
pos ing forms amid the surrounding and mark wel l w h a t I sqy, Claude. T o 
desolat ion, with sometht lng of an air you I have been but a foster mother , 
of melancholv dignity. It seemed as i t w a s not m y wish to m a n i f e s t too 
If their great a r m s were raised up In deep t endernes s for you. I knew the 
mute protest at the decay of the form- weak blood t h a t is In your veins , and It 
-r grandeur over which they had stood has been my purpose to s trengthen and 
a s sent ine l s . prepare you for the responsibi l i ty soon 

The house Itself w a s a large, m a n y - to fall upon you You are the only 
windowed, many gabled structure , of uelr of Rolff House . When I pass a w a y , 
stone, so sol idly built that It seemed as 
If It m i g h t have been Intended to defy 
even the hand i>f Time Hut decay 
had s e t Its marks upon It T h e great 
roof w u moss -covered , doors a n d shut 
ters were warped and w e a t h e r - s t a i n e d ; 

all will be yours . I charge you first 
that you see that Carl and Margaret 
h a v e a home here so long as e i ther live. 
It is my wish that yuu be my only heir, 
therefore I h a v e not p r m l d e d for them 
In my will. My lawyer has been here 

read a n d learned t h a t h e w a s not s» 
rich a s b e h a d a c t l c i p a l a e h e would 
be. 

"Ah, m y d e a r y o u n g air." t h e obse
quious l a w y e r remarked, after Claude ' s 
express ion of h i s d i sappo in tment , "this 
Is not a m a t t e r for much regret. Why, 
you are heir o f the finest property In 
th i s sect ion, a n d , w i thout a s ing le cent 
in money , your fortune i s a large one , 
and with Judicious m a n a g e m e n t c a n be 
m a d e to yield you al l the ready c a s h 
you can need ." 

"But I an t i c ipa ted there was a large 
a m o u n t of money ," replied Claude, w i t h 
deep chagrin expressed In his counte
nance. "I a m certa in my aunt's reve
n u e s were large . S h e spent very little— 
in fact, a s you know, was almost parsi
monious. W h a t can she h a v e done w i t h 
her m o n e y ? It Is a very s t r a n g e 
thing." 

"Strange , no doubt , my dear s ir . a n d 
yet. perhaps, o n consideration, w e shal l 
be a b l e to see that, i t Is no t so surpriar 
ing a s it a p p e a r s a t first. We l a w y e r s 
know well t h a t h e i r s a r e commonly 
disappointed In the expected a m o u n t s 
of their for tunes . I t is s o easy to e x 
a g g e r a t e a n y person ' s supposed wea l th . 
Your aunt no doubt h a d large revenues . 
The business o f the e s t a t e must neces
sari ly h a v e y ie lded considerable resul ts . 
Still, bus iness genera l ly requires large 
out lays to conduct l t . and your aunt 
w a s disposed t o h a v e her own w a y in 
m a n a g i n g her af fa irs , and. If I m a y be 
al lowed to s a y so, l t Is probable that 
her bus iness w a s not as wel l m a n a g e d 
as lt would h a v e been If she h a d em
ployed a trusty counsellor. I have late
ly had your aunt ' s confidence, a s her 
l a w y e r and confidential adv i ser in 
drawing up her will, and she aBsured 
me that her revenues were barely 
enough to m e e t abso lu te ly neces sary 
expenses In tak ing c a r e of all her large 
es tate . This s e e m s very natura l to a n 

r>a«l m a n y pecu l iar v l e w a a n d S t r a n g e 
w h i m s . N o w I h a v e no doubt t h a t s h e 
•suspected your natura l desire to t r a v e l 
when y o u c a m e in to your fortune. S u c h 
a purpose would hard ly su i t her t h r i f t y 
\ l ews I c a n see , in this Instruction t o 
vis i t the old cellar once a year a very 

a number o f windows were broken out ; to-day All that la needed to be done experienced m a n of the world. Many 
and about the whole place was the evi- has been properly 

Front ing on the street w a s the office 
of Mr. Saybrook. and the rest o f t h e 
bui ld ing w a s occupied b y Mr. Saybrook, 
• o n and housekeeper a s a domic i l e . 

Mr. Saybrook was o n e o f a trio o f 
l a w y e r s , w i t h whioh the v i l l a g e wai. 
blessed, for It w a s t h e s h i r e town o f 
the sect ion, and drew t o it w h a t e v e r l i t
iga t ion the quiet farming region i n 
dulged In. 

H e be l ieved himsel f to b e a great 
m a n confined to a petty sphere. I n a p 
pearance , he w a s tall a n d rather lank. 
H i s forehead protruded, his thin black u a u r p m y p l a o e a f i l e g a l a'u la"r tt'"> 
hair w a s sprinkled wi th grey , a n d the rvap , n " f r u l , s o f t h o t r a n s a c t i o n s that 
top of his head showed a smal l c ircular ' t h e r * w l U b e a n "Pportumty to ar-
bald spot: h ls nose was rather long and 
sharp, and there w a s Just t h e s u g g e s 
t ion of a roseate t inge at t h e t ip . h i s 
eyea were small and wiry , a n d t h e ex 
press ion w a s that of res t l e s sness and 
discontent . 

On a lounge In the office lolled the 

be an 
range? B y no means. I can s e e no In
fraction o f the moral law 'n m a n a g i n g 
a c a s e o f this kind It Is o n e of the 
leg i t imate perquisites of the legal pro
cession. I can't help lt If the y o u n g 
man t h r o w s h i s fortune a w a y 1 would 
be supremely foolish not to pli-k up 

y o u n g e r Saybrook. T h e y o u n g man ' w a a t w l 1 1 natural ly fall to m y share, 
might have been t w e n t y - t w o . and had " ** t h u s t n a t For tune restores a p m p -
the lank form of his s ire w i t h o u t i t s dT equi l ibr ium, and decrees that the un-
more u n g a i n l y deve lopment . His fea- worthy shal l not long retain the pos
tures w e r e a lso leas sharp, and o n the g e a a t o n o f her favors Do you see the 
Thole h e w a s not a n unat trac t ive y o u n g 
m a n , but the experienced eye c o u l d 
easi ly determine that h e would In t ime 
grow Into a p r e t t y c lose c o p y o f hla 
father. 

The elder Saybrook had Just en tered 
the office a n d thrown h imse l f in to a 
chair. 

"Oh, how tired I a m , " h e whined , 
aa he stretched himself in hls e a s y 
ohalr. "It is a l w a y s the old story with 
me—work, work, think, think, till body 
and brain are ready t o g ive out. But i 
I don't know aa I should compla in I | 
h a v e h a d a good day's work. Ralph: ' 
yes . yes . a good day's work." 

"You have d r a w n up the wil l , then?" i 
s u g g e s t e d the y o u n g m a n . 

"Yes." w a s the reply; "It la drawn. 
s igned, sealed, w i tnessed and recorded -
S<- «hat Job is sett led. But w h a t a t ime 
I have had of It! I a m w e a r i e d t o 
death. 1 carried every point, however, 

r h a t Is some sat i s fact ion . In faot, 
things worked as well a s I could b s v e 
Irtsbsd. I had s o m e difficulty In g e t t i n g 
the old lady to g ive u p s o m e of her 
oroohsts; but I Anally persuaded her 
m t l r e l y to m y v i e w s . B u t w h a t Is b e s t . 
I a m m y s e l f m a d e sole e x e c u t o r of the. 
e s t a t e N o w , I c a l l t h a t a p r e t t y fine 
stroke o f b u s i n e s s . I t needed -very 
adroit w o r k i n g of the c a r d s o n my part , 
but I f latter m y s e l f that I proved equal 
to the occas ion . 

'"Of course , tha n e p h e w g e t s every 
thing t h e n ? " said the son . 

•Tea , y e s ; that w a s m y ch ie f po int , 
you k n o w . T h e o ld lady's family pride 

uolnt, KaJph? 
"Yes. father. I think I'm equal to see

ing the drift of your a r g u m e n t . " replied 
the young; man.' 

"Well, Ralph. I'm g lad of lt. I'm 
rather proud of your Intel l igence. I 
.hlnk you will inherit my ta lent , but I 

j rust you will hover be forced to grub 
«nd toll a s I h a v e had to in order to 
m a k e a reputat ion . In fact, m y dear 
boy. what with m y little s a v i n g s , and 
the opportuni ty that Is opened to me. 
I think I may reasonably look forward 
now to l eav ing you In pretty g o o d cir
c u m s t a n c e s . It only remains for you 
to a id m y efforts by select ing a wife 

' w h o will br ing you a handsome dowry. 
And In t h i s matter, my bo>. I w i s h you 
to a i m h i g h . Don't Imitate my unfor
tunate e x a m p l e of aiming too low at 
the outset of lire. I f I had married well 
jff—and I don't wish to say a word 
against y o u r mother , my boy. w h o w a s 
as des i rab le a wife In al l except her 
fortune a s a n y b o d y could wish for—If 
I had married well off. to what posi t ion 
jf honor m i g h t I not have aspire/1! But 
ta lent a l l i ed to poverty h a s but a sorry 
show In t h i s wor ld , and If Fortune has 
deigned t o throw a s ingle smi le upon 
mo lt Is b e c a u s e of rny cease l e s s indus
try and perseverance . Rut to re turn to 
your affairs, Ra lph . If, a s I expect , 
we c a n g e t Claude out of the w a y after 
the old lady's d e a t h , lt will l e a v e the 
ioaat clear for you to lay s iege to ola 
Bruyn's daughter . Let me say to you, 
that she l a by a i l odds the most des ira 
ble girl in these parte—the h a n d s o m e s t 

executed to m a k e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
denees of neglect which yet could not you my heir. Mr. Saybrtiok I have a p - ! bave nearly e v e r y t h i n g Invested in the l i 
hide t h e impos ing dignity of the old pointed executor He Is worthy, and I , 
mans ion . It was Indeed a n<>bl« struc- wish you to seek hls ixiunsel after my 
ture. too large and mass ive to ever death and fol low lt In all th ings where 
look m e a n or undignified, and only your own good Judgment will not direct [ a g T e e a b l e to Claude , but he thought of 
g r o w i n g m o r e s ta te ly and picturesque you. 1 h a v e c h a r g e d h im w i t h all that ' n i s a u n t ' s d y i n g charge to him, of t h o 

of t h e wea l th i e s t famil ies of our land 

property, and lt needs nearly all their 
revenues to keep up their e s t a t e s . " 

T h i s seemed reasonable if not very 

In Its d e c a y 
With in there w a s plenty of e v i d e n c e 

of former grandeur The builder had 
been a man of taste , and. In furnishing 
his res idence, had imported many costly 
and e legant articles from the old world 
There were at least a score of rooms In 
the house, many <>( which were now 
v a c a n t , and given up to dust and emp
tiness. A large hall ran through the 
centre of t h e house. Doors opened on 
either side Into large rooms, which 
had formerly been used a s the recept ion 
rooms of t h e mansion. These and ad
jo in ing rooms on the ground floor were 
now occupied by the few persons 1I\II .K 
in the house , and all were flllefl with 
m a s s i v e furniture and many quaint and 
v a l u a b l e art ic les The rooms on thp 
floors a b o v e were scarcely occupied at 
all . except in t w o or three c a s e s as 
s tore-rooms. 

I wish done in a business w a y He is 
wise and prudent , and yuu wil l do well 
to consult freely with him " 

T h e old lady paused a few m o m e n t s 
from fatigue, then she began speaking 
aga in In a feebler but distinct tone 

"On yonder table Claude, you will 
see a box wi th a key In It o p e n lt. 
and tiring the sealed roll you will find 
In It " 

Claude proceeded to the tuMe. opened 
the box. ami foui.d In lt a r••.! "f paper, 
heavi ly sealed He returmd with It to 
his Beat at the bedside 

"In that roll," continued hts aunt Is 
a wri t ten memorial I h a \ f hail drawn 
up long In antlclpatt'Ti of thin HO'K mn 
moment . It c o n t a i n s that w l . l ih It Is 
Important you should kn"iv but which 
It Is not yet t ime to c o m m u n i c a t e to 
you. For reasons of s e e p importance , 
I do not wish you to open t h e roll ex-

myster ious roll, and o f the great s t o n e 
vault in the s o u t h cellar, and he could 
not help connec t ing these th ings w i t h 
the s t r a n g e d i sappearance of his a u n t ' s 
money But of this he determined to 
say noth ing to the lawyer. The latter , 
however, s a w that s o m e t h i n g w a s on 
his mind, and endeavored to draw It 
out. A s s u m i n g his b landes t m a n n e r , 
he sa id 

"The only w a y In which your aunt 
could have disposed of any surplus rev
enue would have been to h a v e concealed 
lt somewhere , I n that case, she would 
natural ly have left y o u some in forma
tion on the subject 1 a m fully con-

nicely contr ived plan to keep you from 
w a n d e r i n g far from Rolff House . W h a t 
ever e l se m a y be In the matter , this , I 
feel assured, is o n e object she had in 
view." 

Claude colore d. T h i s v i ew of t h e m a t 
ter was so ingenious , and. he w a s fa in 
to confess s o much l ike his aunt , t h a t 
for a m o m e n t ne w a s angered a t w h a t 
h e had considered s u c h a m y s t e r i o u s 
a n d Important m a t t e r turning out t o 
be only a p e t t y trick to control h i s a c 
t ions a f ter h e supposed himsel f to b e 
*ree to fulfill his hopes a n d a m b i t i o n . 
H e reflected for s o m e t ime , a n d t h e 
more h e considered the more e v i d e n t 
it b e c a m e to h i m t h a t th i s w a s par t 
a t least of t h e object of h i s a u n t i n 
h e r myateaJous d y i n g request . F i n a l l y 
h e spoke: 

" W h a t would y o u adv i se , Mr. S a y 
brook, In th i s d i l e m m a ? It s e e m s a 
2ruel a n d Impossible t h i n g for m e t o 
g i v e up my plans of trave l a n d a r t 
s tudy . Yet th i s p ledge I have g i v e n 
m y aunt pract ical ly d e f e a t s my h o p e s 
for five y e a r s a t least . I could no t 
c r o s s the ocean twice each year on s u c h 
a mis s ion a s this . It would take half 
t h e t ime I des ire to devote to m y 
studies . Can you not afford me s o m e 
escape f rom i t ? " 

"Well, let u s see—let us see," repl ied 
t h e lawyer. In t o n e s whose s m o o t h , 
cool a s s u r a n c e seemed to carry a b s o 
l u t e convic t ion wi th them. "Your a u n t , 
I a m fully assured , w a s not a proper 
adviser for a young m a n In all th ings . 
S h e had arrived at a great age. and 
her natural m e n t a l eccentr ic i t ies had 
b e e n Increased, till. In some th ings , she 
m i g h t be considered non compus m e n 
tis. I d o not a l lege she w a s i n s a n e ; 
there are degrees of menta l a l i enat ion; 
m a n y are pract ica l ly of unsound m i n d 
on some one s ing le point whi le preserv
ing their general m e n t a l balance. Thla 
I take to h a v e been your aunt 's con
di t ion H e r in tense interest in you 
and desire to insure w h a t she cons id 
ered your happ ines s no doubt led her 
to this Ingenious but eccentr ic p l a n t o 
secure your res idence most of the t i m e 
at Rolff House . N o w , In the first p lace . 
: h e r e is n o moral ob l igat ion In a p r o m -
•ae given .under a s t a t e of decept ion or 
lo a n Incompetent person. Secondly . 
It d o e s not appear that there is any real 
necess i ty for the fulfi l lment of the 
[.romlse l i teral ly—else, w h y should there 
:>e t h e poss ible delay of five years in the 
d e n o u e m e n t 9 Thirdly, there Is scarce ly 
a n y aotlon of an Individual that c a n 
not be legal ly and sufficiently performed 

In a large room, whose three w i n d o w s ^V1 under certain express c trcumstan-
looked to t h e east and south, lay the 
d y i n g mlBtress o f Rolff House . The 
apartment w a s large and quaint ly fur 
nlshed. Tb*- windows were shaded, so 
that t h e l i gh t w a s subdued, a n d the 
s h a d o w s lurking behind chairs and In 
the corners added to the myster ious 
s o l e m n i t y o f the apartment . In a large 
fOur-postor bed, with s n o w y pi l lows and oontents 
counterpane , lay the Invalid lady, un- you must 
ab le to m o v e hand or foot. The paraly
s i s of a g e h a d smit ten her frame, and 
it was only a quest ion of a few days 
or hours w h e n t h e vital spirit would 
escape Its tenement Hut her ac t ive . 
m i n d w a s a s clear as ever. and. at the 
threshhold o f death, she w a s a s inter- ! not In It, you wil l have lt broken open. 

oea On the first day of January of 
each year. I w i sh you to go to the greut 
vault door. In the south cel lar The 
key of th - vault Is In the box from 
ivhlch you took this roll. If. on th" door 
jf the vault , you see marked the s ign 
of a cross In each or the four corners, 
you can open the roll, and learn the 

U n l e s s you find this s ign, 
not open the roll till Ave 

years have e lapsed, when all prohibi
tion will cease You a r e not to open 
the vault under any c ircumstances till 
you are acqua inted with the contents 
jf the roll W h e n you open the vau l t . 
If the Inner door Is locked, and the key 

that there Is no more money Inves ted 
than Is s tated In t h e will Did she 
have any c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi th y o u in 
regard to her m o n e y ? " 

"She told me she h a d m a d e a will , 
and that I w a s her heir." repl ied 
Claude, not without des ign of e v a d i n g 
the quest ion. 

"If that is all. then lt twould s e e m to 

all In the dlreotlon of g i v i n g the , ^a well a s the richest. Old l i r u y n Is 
acphew everything; but she had some 
ttieer notions, and lt needed all my 
Unease to tnduce her to dismiss them. 
Only one thing troubles me. The money 
Is not nearly so much as there was rea-
SM ts suppose. TWs perhaps Is not to 

.tec regretted, for I see the way clear 
to consequence of it for a very bold 
rtrofca, But It ts queer—very queer. It 
llmost leads one to believe In the stories 
•t old' Magnus Rolff's money vaults, 
jwnd then- control by the Evil One. What 
-san the old lady have done with all her 
oashf It Is strange—very strange. 
Young Master Claude won't have any-
tnthte 1Uce the money he has anticipated. 
thttlalrf;** lots of property, and he sreta 
€ aft tfow mark me. Ralph. X think 

~*l see in this turn of affairs just the op
portunity I have always wanted. Tfcere 
tno th ing nloer for a lawyer thar. tae 

ndHhs; of a 'Mr property for a reok-
$ M young spendthrift. I ha*e planned 

very well off, a n d s h e 1B a n only chi ld. 
Young Rolff wi l l probably soon forget 
her. after he getB off to Europe. Be
sides, her father loves money too well 
not t o w i s h to m a k e a good se t t l ement 
"or her, a n d If Master Claude s c a t t e r s 
tls m o n e y and w e pick it up . our 
chances w i l l be so m u c h t h e be t t er and 
;ils not worth cotusl'dering. Moreover, 
che girl wi l l be left wi thout any ga l lant 
and any spruce y o u n g fel low ought 
soon to b e able to console her a n d se-
sure a trans fer of bar affections—eh, 
Ralph?" 

"Well, f a ther ," replied the y o u n g 
man, "I h a v e n o t h i n g a g a i n s t t h e girl 
except her e x c e s s i v e l y bad tas te in ever 
h a v i n g t a k e n u p t i l t h y o u n g Rolff, and 
( don't t h i n k l t ousrbt t o b e v e r y hard 
to s u p p l a n t htm. W i t h a good dowry, 
[ think s h a would m a k e m e a v e r y ac
ceptable w i f e . I h * v e nobody e l se on 
my l i s t ; s o . If y o u w1*h t h a t to b e part 
it t h e l i t t l e c a m p a i g n y o u h a v e been r "• aA& *** *^e kao^'hs" ° ' * n e Holff estate, Jh w , - utWw uwoiwgu you 

^ ,r* ^aw* kkna'X have succeeded. The fact of there I planning, I am tcreeable. 
not being as much money as T expected -wen gpoken, Ralph." exclaimed the 
Is really in my favor. This boy Claude. 
f am certain, will be of a mind to spend 
money freely. X have talked with htm, 
and he ik eager to come into Ms fortune 
and'.U0\jfpmiA schemes ef going to :-»v 

fond parent. "This is Indeed an auspl 
^ clous day in the history of the Say-
brooks. Just to celebrate the cheerful 

aspect of affairs, tnd to refresh us from 
JBWroos, and becoming a gentleman, our hard labors before suppsr, I think 
.6uJi!v;uie scapegrace won't have the we may venture to have a ltttle toddy. 
njoneyWearry out hts plans. To grat- ' Just tap on the door, Ralph, and call 
IfywBts''«M**iii hetnuis* needs raise Mrs. Orewy." 
money on the property that will be left 
Mm It is ft fine chance for good bar
gains "With his inexperience and coa-

kalph did as requested, and a smalt 
faded, middle-aged lady soon appeared. 
Thus was Mr. Saybroofc/fl housekeeper. 

Ming nature* he can be led Into almost Mrs. Orewy might have been pretty at 
any kind of an agreement. X have his the tune at lite when she won the bach-
conndMice X Ihi&ay and It will be elor affections of Mr. Srtwy, the black-
stsange If there is not an opportunity smith* 'but ears anA -widowhood had left 
afforded zne tor jnsMnsr a very good , tfcstr ssarfts upon her. Vbat was evi. 

_ L . . . . . . . , ' r . " , . . _ i - . _ . . _ . . . . . . . . ' •*•• •••* - " - - - - - " •••«• saw-
thtag Somebody i f certain to take ad- .Urns, her wpesaftitc* "was that she 

«as ia»ri i hmklt attraethr*. and 

es ted In al l household and bus ines s 
m a t t e r s , and exercised the same super 
vision, a s w h e n she was In a s t a t e of 
perfect hea l th . 

Aa s h e lay thus stretched out in help
l e s s n e s s , the most casual g lance could 
n o t e t h a t t h e features were those of a 
w o m a n of k e e n Intelligence and s trong 
force of charaoter. The faoe w a s rathe i 
l o n g a n d narrow, the forehead high, 
t h e e y e s deep-set , grey and keen, 
t h e n o s e prominent and almost R o m a n 
In s h a p e , a n d the mouth and chin of a 
kind t h a t Indicated firmness and self 
poise . T h e hair was abundant , and 
part ly concealed under a neat black 
lace cap . 

Rolff H o u s e had few servants . Old 
Carl K r u m performed the dut ies of 
man-of -a l l -work about the old place, 
h a v i n g a n a s s i s t a n t at the ferry, wh ich 
h e was g e t t i n g too old to attend to ex 
c lus ive ly . T h e r e w a s besides a k i t c h e n 
maid , and a single old s e r v a n t 
named Margaret , who had long been 
t h e c o m p a n i o n of the mistress of the 
house. To t h i s reduced s ta te had Rolff 
House , w h i c h once boasted of a dozen 
s e r v a n t s and retainers, gradually9 de
scended . T h e s e fai thful servitors were 
t h e only o c c u p a n t s of the house s a v e 
Claude a n d h la a u n t 

Old M a r g a r e t w a s s i t t ing quiet ly In a 
oha lr n e a r o n e of the windows . The 
inva l id h a d been l y i n g with closed eyes 
a p p a r e n t l y as leep . She opened them, 
a n d M a r g a r e t , w h o had been s i t t i n g 
w i t h her e y e s bent upon the Bible upon 
h e r lap, s e e m e d to become Inst inct ive ly 
a w a r e t h a t h e r a t tent ion w a s w a n t e d , 
for she c l o s e d the book and turned her 
h e a d t o w a r d the bed a s If a w a i t i n g 
some message. 

"Margaret, has Claude come In yet?" 
The torn* were clear and calm. 

though feeble. 
"X saw Um coming up the path but 

a moment ago. ma'am," answered Mar
garet, "and X thought I heard him go 
to his room." 

Do you unders tand all th i s c l e a r l y 0 " 
"I do. aunt; but lt s t e m s very s trange 

and m y s t e r i o u s . " 
"For your full gu idance . I h a v e writ

ten all I have told you In the unsealed 
paper that Is In the box. If y o u forget 
anyth ing , refer to that t o refresh your 
memory I des ire that every Instruc
tion I h a v e g i v e n you be Implicitly fol
lowed. I can trust you to do so All 
that s e e m s s t r a n g e will be one day 
made clear. Boon I hope the mys tery 
and s h a d o w that h a v e rested over Rolff 
H o u s e will be l ifted. Wealth and hap
piness, I trust , wi l l then be yours . One 
thing more y o u must promlsp me, 
Claude—never t o sell or resign your in
terest in Rolff House . Do y o u prom
ise!" 

T h e w o r d s w e r e uttered In st i l l falnt-
fr. but very so l emn tones. 

The y o u n g m a n readi ly g a v e his 
*Vroml8p 

"Sit by me y e t a little while, my dar
ling boy." she said In scarce ly dist in
gu i shable tones . 

She had closed her eyea. Claude re
mained seated In the solemn s t i l lnes s of 
the room, whi l e minute after minute 
s l ipped by. H i s aunt did not speak to 
him aga in . H e waited patiently for 
her to bid h im go. Still the moment*, 
s l ipped by. and no word or s ign did he 
receive. At las t he grew alarmed. H e 
spoke to h » a u n t , but she did not a n s -

i w e r . H e rose u p . and took h e r hand , 
Tbut lt w a a cold. H e looked at her face , 

and s a w it h a d the hue o f death . 
H e w a s shocked and a larmed. H e 

h a s t e n e d from t h e room. He- w a s free 
at las t , a n d he ir of Rolff House . 

[To be continued.] 

C H A X T B R VTI. 
A for tn ight h a d flown by. T h e d a y s 

had b e e n b u s y o n e s t o Claude. H e w a s 
t a s t i n g the first del ightful d r a u g h t s of 
perfect f reedom of purpose a n d act ion. 
H e h a d c o m e Into possess ion o f his for
tune . T h e r e w e r e none t o obstruct his 
plans—unless , indeed. R o s a ' s gent l e 

"<3o teffl h i m to c o m e to m y room, and w a r n i n g s and admoni t ions could be 
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man. 
'If V, 

do not return yourself till I have dls- called obstructions His aunt was laid party?" inquired the lawyer in a tone 
t l ! S a l 2 2 ' I L « n r bent h„r h » ^ «K * w a y ^ ^ b u r y t o s -S T O « n d b e n l n d t h * that Insinuated that almost any matter 

Margaret simply bent her head. She M j ^ ^ ̂ ^ T h e ^ o * * ^ ^ i be entrusted to a second party-
was aoeustomad to executing orders of ĝ rlef, not unmlngled with I IMIWs. so lostg as that party was himself." 
without waste of words. She went di- wau» „&& ov»r; the sad oOoes to the Claude reflected long and deeply. Pi-
reetly to Claude's room, and delivered *ead w # r e performed; and he was fa.ee natty, ha said: 
the message. to faoe with his new position as master "This matter troubles me. My aunt 

Claud* proceeded at once to his aunt's ©f R0hT Rouse. His naturally buoyant advised me. If I needed counsel, that I 
chamber. As he entered, she lay with spirits aoon rose to Intoxication as Us should apply to you. Perhaps if I state 
closed eyes. So stni and white did she dwelt upon his 'plans and hopes for the the etroumBtanoes, you could resolve my 
appear In the half shadow of the room, future.. * doubts. 1 feel that I can trust you 
that it needed no very lively Imagine- But soon Claude found that there even with so Important and mysterious 
tlon to be startled into a surmise ihat w e r e obstacles to be met, and unexpeot- a matter as this." 
the form aria features were those of sj *a difficulties to be overcome. Bus first Mr. Saybrook looked so profuondly 
corpse. It was with a half-fear tha* disappointment came when he arrived sympathetto, wise and trustworthy, 
hts aunt's spirit had already flown, that ^ a knowledge of his aunt's will, and that Claude was encouraged, and re-
Clande Advanced with hushed heart and of the .actual condition of her property vealed to him the whole matter In re-
knelt beside, the bed. ' and It flashed upon him that be might gard to his aunt's dying request, the 

Wbe old tad> opened her eyes, and be compelled to limit his gran* expec* mysterious roll, and hla charge to be 
art ,Oen «po» him. tatlons. at the old vault door in the south cellar 
"ft/is you> Claude. Kiss me. my dar-j But Anthony Saybrook proved a sn the first day of each new year. 
a» hom*"l V ' - . .,.' . - ready comfortei to' him" In «h!» «*»**• "I thtnt I can throw a Itttto light on 

sisssistf-fjlssi. w » .vUentlT •'cut' ts.1 M$mpW^^ **f'£* ** , * f * « f ? . ' » » « « his ottos tb** ,$•»«§ this obscure matter." smilingly replied 

I>y a duly accredited agent . In v i e w 
versant with all her bus ines s , and know t h e f j e j t n , n k l c a n p r o p e r l y . 

adv i s e you that it is not neces sary for 
you to personal ly fulfill your promise 
to your a u n t on her death-bed. Still, 
to provide a g a i n s t any possible con
t ingency, it would be well for you t o ap
point some competent person to repre
sent you in the matter , w h o each n e w 

1 y ear could go to the vau l t and fulfill 
the duty of mere observat ion you are 

sett le the quest ion." cont inued the legal ^ ^ u p o Q t Q p e r f o r r a i a n d . in cage 

gent l eman, with an a i r that seemed t o Df t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e s igns , could 
Indicate that he w a s not entirely s a l t s - ; 9 p e e d U y l n f o r m you of the matter . In 
Bed that it was all. "There Is n o t h i n g [ h l s w a y y Q U c o u ] d c&rry o u t y o u r f o n d 

left u s then but to m a k e the best of U o p e s M" w e l l ^ pract ical ly fulfill your 
th ings as they are. N o w , w h a t are your proln^e t o t h e d e a d . -

. w i s h e s as to the first s t eps t o be t a k e n . . c l a u d e m i g h t have been ab le t o see 
my dear s ir?" I ̂  a o p h i a t r y of this a r g u m e n t if he 

"You spoke of my abil i ty to raise ' ̂ ^ n o t b e e n BO intense ly bent o n his 
money on the property?" queried a ^ i i n g objec t s of ambi t ion . Aa lt w a s , 
<^la"de • l t s e e m e d to h i m the perfection of clear 

"Yes, certa in ly ." w a s the reply. "It ' reasoning and good advice . H e re-
Is a m a t t e r that might be m a n a g e d . B O lved to fol low it. He natural ly chose 
Money Is a l w a y s to b e had on good fae W u y Mr. Saybrook to be his a g e n t 
real es tate . If it Is your desire, my ^ t h e mat ter , and after further con-
dear young friend, to use a portion of , yersat lon on the subject of rais ing 
your fortune in travel and enjoyment . ' money , retired wi th the firm resolve 
a s It i s very natural you should w i s h i c o n to be on h i s w a y t o the old world, 
to do. why, I m a y venture to say—In 
fact. I think I c a n assure you—that I 
can put you in a w a y to procure lt. 
Now. what are your Ideas—your plana 
—your expectat ions , a a lt were, a s t o 
the a m o u n t of m o n e y you would l ike 
t o u s e ? " 

T h u s incited. C laude w e n t Into a 
l e n g t h y s t a t e m e n t of his p l a n s for a 
long res idence In Europe , for the s t u d y 
of art . He found no cold l i s tener in 
the s y m p a t h e t i c Mr. Saybrook. T h a t 
go lden-hearted Individual s e e m e d t o 
c a t c h some of t h e y o u n g m a n ' s e n t h u 
s ia sm, and averred that he w a s d e l i g h t 
ed t h a t he had s u c h a noble ambi t ion . 
and g a v e lt h i s w a r m e s t approval . 
Moreover, h e proceeded to show h i m 
how, by simply s i g n i n g certain l e g a l 
papers , he could procure certain s u m s 
o f money on the mills , the bui ld ings , 
the l a n d s and other property of t h e 
Rolff es tate . 

"How soon cou ld I gw< t h i s m o n e y ? " 
a s k e d Claude. 

"Why. In a f e w d a y s , perhaps^—that 
Is, I speak o n t h e suppos i t ion that y o u 
expect m y aid In the m a t t e r . " 

"Certainly, cer ta in ly ." replied t h e 
y o u n g man. "And not t o w a s t e w o r d s . 
I author i se y o u t o proceed t o find o u t 
a t o n c e w h a t a m o u n t s of m o n e y y o u 
c a n r a i s e o n m y property, and h o w 
soon It can b e procured." 

"Then you c o n t e m p l a t e a s speedy a 
depar ture a s poss ib le t o the o ld w o r l d ? " 
b l a n d l y Inquired t h e s m i l i n g l a w y e r . 

"There Is b u t o n e t h i n g to deta in m e 
a s i n g l e week ," replied the y o u n g m a n . 
" a n d t h a t ts the m a t t e r of—-of—-money, 
X w a s a b o u t to s a y ; b u t I t h i n k n o w of 
a n o t h e r m a t t e r ; I don't know—real ly , I 
w o u l d l ike to get off as soon a s poss ible , 
b u t I a m afra id t h a i m a t t e r w i l l d e t a i n 
m e b e y o n d the t i m e I w i s h . " 

"Isn't lt s o m e t h i n g t h a t c a n b e ar 
r a n g e d so as to be entrus ted t o a s e c o n d 

-w b. «•**»'***&** *• jgftfifS* SiM&Si'£*t°r*-3flS*m"-• i !.her T«»ra rtallr entitled her to. 
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