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SWEET ST. FRANCTS.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE GENTLE
SERAPH OF ASSISL

fhe Purest-hearted, The Most Lovahie
Homan Being Whom Christinn  History of
EBighteon Centuries Has Rovasled t0
Ts.

“Sweet St. Franels of Assizsi! Would
that he were here again.” With these
words of Tennyson's prayer the Rev.
‘W. Hudsonn Shaw, M. A, fellow of Bal-
1ol college, Oxford, recently closed the
fourth lecture in the university exten-
slon course on “Rome in the Middle
Ages” {n Witherspoon hall. Mr. Shaw
is'a non-Catholic, and this fact, taken
in comnection with his international
reputation as a scholar and lecturer,
invegts with peculiar interest his views
concerning the lfe amd work of the
gontle seraph of Assisi. Mr. Shaw said

_3n part:

“Francls of Assis? was—shall T he
tagh enough to say what I think?
You shall assail me for it if you
choose—Francls of Assisl was the
purest -hearted, the most lovable. the
most adorable buman being whom
Christian history of eighteen cean-
turies has revealed to us.

“What &re the chief facts of his
te? St. Francis was born in Umbria,
in the little nill-side city of Assis’,
1o the year 1182. Franseeco Berma-
done during his ear'? mamhood was
simply the spolled darlimg of his na-
tive city—gay, frivolous, lovable, gen-
erous the leader of every mad revel. a
richly dressed fastidious, pleasure-lov-
ing cawvelier, strongly drawn to chival-
Ty and knighthood as his highest lderY’
At twenty-two he fell dangerously ill
and was brought face to face with
death. It was the turning point of hie
carger. On his recovery he was filled
with disgust of himself for his use-
less, selfish life. ® ¢ ® At a sumptuous
banquet giwven at Aszsisl about thig
time, Bernadone, master of the revels,
=2t silent and absorbed, and his friends
rallled him on his moroseness. ‘See,’
they sald, ‘F'rancesco is thinhing of the
wite he |s golng to marry.’ ‘It ia true.
he answered eagerly; ‘I am thinking
of taking a2 wife more beautiful, richer,
purer than you could ever imagine.’
“The bride he meant waa the Lady
Poverty, widowed now,' says Dante in
his Paradise, ‘a thousand years and
more.” He began humbly by attend-
fng the outcast lepers, whose loa‘l.

some sores he had always abhorred. by
restoring with his own bands the
ruined chapel of Santa Maria Degli
Angell. In the plain below Assisi that
tiny chapel still stands. I have knelt
in {t; it iIs to me the hollest, most
sacred spot that Europe ocan show.
“There woere dreamed,’ it has heen
sald, ‘some of the noblest dreams
which have soothed the pains of 7u-
manity. There [n the Portiuncula
Francis of Assisf heard the final call
and obeyed. On February 24, 1209, the
words of the gospel for the day fell
on his ears. ‘Freely ye have received;
frecly give. Provide neither silver nor
gold, nor brass in your purses; neither
scrip nor two coats, nor shoes nor
stafl, for the laborer is worthy of his
hire'
“‘This 18 what 1 want!" he eried.
“This 18 what I was seeking! On the
next day he preached in the streets of
Asslsl. Within a few weeks his first
disciples gave all their goods to the
poor and joined him, and the Francis-
can movement, the greatest and purest
religious Impulse the .world had known
since the death of St. Paul, had begun

“Francls was not a man of splendid
Intelléet or a learned scholaf. He had
no new doctrines to teach. His dog-
mas were extremely few and simple.
H1is preaching was plain and unadorn-
ed He conguered mankind not by his
theology, but by his life—a life so pure-
ly selfiess, so exquisitely gentle, so full
of divinest compassion and tenderness
that it must remaln so long as tne
world lasts one of the unsurpassed
glories of Christianity. It is entirely
fmpossible for any human being ever
to love his fellows, especially the dis-
Inherited, the outcast and the suffer-
ing, more devoutly than brother Fran-
¢is. He waz burned wp, as his biog-
rapher, St. Bonaventura, says, by di-
vine love foxr every creatunre of God.
The only malediction he is known to

have uttere@ was against flerce swine|-

which had killed a lamb. Trom his
Chrrist-like plety no man, however de-
graded, was shut out. ‘Whosoever
shall come to the brothers,’ 5o ran his
rule, ‘friend or enemy, thiet or robber,
Jlet him be lovingly received.’ One
day three bamdits of evil fame, starv-
ing, asked help from & certain Fran-
cisscan, Angelo. He drove them away
with auger and reproaches. Francis,
hearing of it, reproved him sternly. °}
command thee,’ he said, ‘by thine obe-
dience to takke at once this loaf and
this wine and go seek the robbers by
hil1 and dell until yon have found
them, and kneel there hefore them,
and humbly ask their pardon, and
pray them In my name noc longer to
do wrong, but to fear God.’

“*Scgreely less  wondertul than his
all-embracing love was his vincible
humiiity. He hecame the idol of the |
veople; whole citles went forth to meet
hirn as he approached, and he cared
aothing for Et, remaining to the ond
guileless and lovely in thought as a

a brotner once ssid to him. ‘Bveary-
body follows thee; everyome desires to

j see and obey thee, and yet for all that '

O, Mother sweet, stiil at thy fest
That haven blest my constant quest,
‘And heart of mine, be thou s shrine

Where vowas and eighs like incense
risge,

" And grateful love Is one with duty.
~—Rev A. Barry O'Neill, C. 8. 0.. in

of theatres uumcln: acdnnt the use of |
nromwr : : A

« thou are neither beautiful nor learneq,
‘ nor of a noble family. Whence comes
it, then, that it should be thee whom
the -world desires to follow? ‘It s
because the Most High willed it thus,
answered Franels. ‘He chose me he-
cause He could find no emaller map
nor one more worthless and He wished
here to confound the nobility ang
grandeur, the strength, the beauty and
the learning of this world.’

“And now one final ward. JIg Tthis
life of Francis of Assisl, we are forced
to ask ourselves, anything more, after
all, than a picturesgue episode of me-
dlaeval history, an old world relic,
beantiful as the ivied traceries of a
ruined abbey and of as liitle present
utility? Has he any message (o
which our time is likely to listen. Let
us be honest: he has not. To this age,
which has exalted the brute god Mam-
mon, 88 no age, npt even that of im-
perial Rome, ever exalted it before,
St Francis is unintelligible, he speaks
in vain. But the nineteenth century
is dyipg: ere long we shall be ringing

in the new era. N
» * » | ] | J ® ]

lands than Italy, in other religions
than his own wherever tenderness and
courage ,
Christ-llke life are held in reverence,
there are hundreds of thousands ot
men 8nd women ready to re-echo Ten-
nyson's prayer: ‘Sweet St. Francis of
Asgls?! Would tha he were here
again.'"”

CARDINAL KREMENTZ.

Althoush of Humble Parentage, He Becams
a Prince of tbe Church,
The death was announced last week
of Philip Cardinal Krements, arch-
bishop of Cologne, in Prussia. The de-
ceased prelate was born at Coblentz,
on the Rhine, Dec. 21, 1819, go that he
was in his 80th year. He was often
quoted as an instance of the fact that
in the Catholic Church a man’s birth
does not prevent him from attainineg
the highest dignity; for he was the son
of a butcher, and had, even after re
became a cardinal, & brother engagud
in that business, while snother so:id
hides.
Philip Krementz displayed a vaca-
tion for the priesthood, and wag sent
to the University of Bonn for his
studies. He was ordained 1842, and
soon distingunished htmself in the pul-
pit by his eloquence, while he had alsd
the reputation of being & very learned
divine. In 1867, when he was in his
forty-sixth year, he was appointed
bishop of the diocese of Ermland; and
while holding that post he incurred the
anger of Bismarck and Falk by his
unwavering ‘opposition to the May
laws and his stalwart defence of the
rights of the Thurch. His consecra-
tion for the Ermland see took place
on May 8, 1868, and despite hls dif-
cultifes with the government he held
his diocese up to 1885, when he was
promoted to the archdlocese of Col-
ogne. ' His enthronization In his gee
was 2 grand and imposipg ceremony,
of which lengthy mention was made
by the press at the time of its ocour-
rence.
The Cologne archbishop, together
with Bishop Kopp, of Breslauy, too
active part In assisting Hmyperor Wil
llam in adjusting the labor difficulties
which arose & few years since between
the Silesian miners and their employ-
ers; and his good services on that oc-
casion were recognized publicly by the
Kalser. He was created a cardinal in
the consistory held January 16, 1893,
contemporancously with Cardinals
Vaughan, Kopp, Perraud and other
distingulshed prelates. He was at the
head of a diocese contalning 2,300,000
Catholies, and subject to his authority
were 1,721 diocesan <apd 100 othesx
priests having charge of 369 parishes,
besides filling positions in universities,
geminaries and colleges. Mgr. Kre-
mentz was alded in his episcopal fune-
Hon by two auxillary bishops, Right
Rev. Hubert Anthony Fischer, who
was mitred on Mgy day 1889, ~and
Right Rev. Hermann Joseph Schmitz,
congsecrated Nov. 30, 1893,

A MAY SHRINE,

As harbor lights or darksome nights
Gleam lustrous through the ocean’s
glooming,

In mapy a row the tapers glow,

Our Lady’s altar soft llluming.
Shy blossoms fair are clustered there,
The perfumes of the May exhaling,
And guaint wreaths twine about. »he

My harbor let me find forever,
To reach 1t, all my lite's endeavor;

. Where all fair blooms disclose their
beauty,

“Between Whilea.”
The Hoiy Ntm Sqeiety of Bu!talo.

has cards posted ix the dressing rooms jpart

“Meanwhile one trusts that ir more

purity and humility and

D | without any religlous rites. According

|tional circumstances just mentioned, |
and in a decree dated May 17, 1886, hs &

{plete. WIth ita

THEIR FUNERAL RITE OF CREMATION
CONDEMNED.BY THE CHURCH-

The Partivipants in This Rude Cersmony
Gives a Publis Expression of Thelr Dishe-
e in the Doctrine of the Ressurrectivh

The Oatbolle mm. ot Amitﬁ'

Chairat Catholio Usiversily, -

{ The Catholic an;htl ot Amg!rxct. f
who, at their annual copvéntion hela]
at. Kansas City recenily, followsd the}’
'exe,mple of the Kn*lhfl Qﬁ leb%

or the Life Hereafter,

Persons who consent to the crema
tion of thelr bodies after death put
themselves outside the pale of the
Church, and are therefora denied the
sacramentes and Christian burial

ady the destruction of the budy
menns of fire is rendered desirable,
there is no objection to priests accord~
ing the last rites to the dead or cele-
brating public Mass for the repose of
the soul. The same exception is maue |
in the casse of those who have perished .
in any conflagration. With regard 1o
those whose bodies have been cremated
without their ante-mortem c¢onsent,
the Church authorizes full religious '
rites, with the provisions, however,
that whereas in the case of childran.
the Mass may be public, the ea!ebra-i
tion must be private where aduits are
concerned.

It is only slnce 1886 that cremation
has been officially discountemanced by
the Catholic Church, save in the case
of the exceptions enumerated. Ambong
the principal reasons which prompted
Leo XTII. to take this step was the fact
that Incineration had been adopted by
the atheist Freemasons of continental
Europe as a feature of the funeral
rites, for the purpose of giving a puh-
lie expression to thelr dishelief in the
doctrine of the ressurection or the life
hereafter: in the second place there is

$

the  wveneration of the body
which was once the temple
of the Holy Ghost. - Ses the

iChurch’s respect for relics, which,
of course, could not exist if cremation
were practiced. Lastly, cremation is
f rude treatment altogether at wvar- i
fance with our human instinets, which
lead us to dispoze of the dead with the
tenderest care, and there is no aoubt
of the tokens of respect far the dead .
which constitute so beautiful a featm'e;
of most of the recognized religions,
Thus in Vienna, where a cremators
{lum Is situated at a distance of five
miles from the city, the management ;'
has estadlished a system of pneumat-
fc tubes, through which the dead ate]
shot in the space of a few déconds from

the town to tha building In which tho{
furnaces are located, just as §f they

cular management has taken the place
of religious control in the great hos.
pitals of the metropolis,
called ‘‘debris anatomiques” ars con-.

Pere La chaige.
ques”’ are the bodies of the ypaypers|
and unknown dead whose bodies have
been intrusted to the doctors and med-
leal students for study and sclentifie
Investigation. After they have served
their purpose they are returned to the
hospitals, which thereupon ship them
by the cartload to the Pere Lachaise
crematorium, where they. are roughly
shot into the furnace like so much of-
fal, with just a=s lttle ceremony and

to the latest officlal returns, the corp-
ses of no less than 27,000 human beings
are disposed of yearly in this manner,
which is well caleulated to offend the:
religious sentiments not alone of Ciaih..
olies, but lkewise the members of &v-i]
ory other fatih, no matter wheétherts
Christian, Hebrew or Mnhometan.,
The Pope takes the ground that the
ordinary form of burial has been, so to
speak, consecrated by wusuage ever
since the foundation of the Christian
faith; that it has been accepted from
time immemorial as forming part and
parcel of religious ceremonies of the
latter, and that the old fashioned
form of Christlan burial may be sald
to have one of the most solemn fea-|
tures of the rites of tHie Church and &
consolation alike to the dying and fo.
the bereaved.
¥or this reason the Pope dtsprmres ‘
of incinzration mave under the sxcep-

forbids the memhbers of the Cathols |3
Church to give directions for the L8
mation of their bodies after death and |-
ordains that those who render thems |-

respect shall be deprived not only of
the sacraments prior to thelr demise,
but likewiss ol the religious services

pue, and ‘Wil be between the twol
clergy houses..

the Rev. James N. Conno'ly said that|:
the architect had not yet been chosen.|e
The chapel I8 to cost $200000. fhol}

gene Kelly, who dled in March, The.
original plan of the cathedral founda-
tion called for the chapel, and when |
1t 1y bullt the foundation witl be com- |
s pomntenction the chans

ool of the

‘Ushed the chair of ecclsiastical mm

ory; Mrs. ‘Whiteford ot Baltimore en-f

dowed the chair of common law;, and} i

the late Joseph Br.nigL the hhl{r o
0

torical chinir, xid now tha C. K. of

were mere pacisages of New York Augustinians . denles the rumor: -
mail matter; while in Paris, since se- has gone the -ounds of thu sacular and

signed pell-mell to the flames of the gtaten Isiand its miotherhouse. ° 'I‘!u
ecrematories at the great cemetery of learned frisr ialsd facently 6n}belnt 111-
The “debris anatomi- terviewed regarding the matter: -

St. Augustine to open & hoixe op Sty
en Island, when all- legal techniomlfti
shall have been complled with, Bui
shall not be the mother: Tious
could it? How m
man? Or who would w
his mother -for aAnother?. Vitigmoy
-and s Hkely to be
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beginning, but hope to In
time, patience mud’ per&erv,
a regular commumity 2
many men of many 1
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This chapel will front on Madison ave. | #

-The architecture will [+, o
be gothic and the material marole, but | pal

money to bulld it was left by Mra. fu- | have

denceines.r b
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 der of mbemiana In m&ovm . &ai:

at the Catholls Univerdity, have a Tolakr M)
membership  approximating - 25,000.]

Their order was brought into existence| ¥

‘st Nashville, Teifn, during the yowral o)
In | that the presemt archbishop: of Ghicasiy

ious mal~ | 0 Was at the head of the Tennesses| .,
cases where dwing to infectious M3y Qdmm and it counts its strongest i

following in the central. southern and

western states; though 3t has socloties|

also in several of the territorles, M
sourl has for several years past ciaim-|

ed to be the banner atats of the Qrti__\ar?
and the Catholle Knights are particul-|,,

arly stropg in St. Youis. The ordeéry,

has a large sinking fund; but the en~1;

dowment fund voted at the natiomd Rugy

cenvention will probably be ralsed by
special assessment. It is thought that

the chalr to be founded will ba the

chair of Huglish literature; and:if #o,:
the endowment will be mr*icum:lr

pleasing to Profemsor Chas. Warren],y otop

Stoddard and Maurice F, Hgan.

This endowment will make the six-] o
teenth chalr provided for at the Unixl

versity. Miss Mury G. Caldwell san-

doweil two, one of dogroatic thaology |
and one of philosophy. - Hep utimggt: fa
3

slster has ‘provided another, :
Misxes Andrews of Baltimore endowad:

the chair of biblieal ar~hreology; the:

Mixsen Drexe] ons-of moral” theology.
Mr. and M, Fugéns Kelly provided
for a chair of Holy Scripturs; Hon.:
M. P. O'Connor of San Joze, Cal,
founded a chair of canon l1aw; M.
Patrick Quinn of Philadelphla sstab-

political economy O’Brien of
"New Orleans endowen another chaie:

fand Mr, and Mra, Hugens Kelly alio |
‘established x chalr “of : scclesinstion] |

bistory. Then the C. Ti A, U.. foundef |
the Father. Mathew chalr of psychol
ogy; the A, 0. H., tha Gaello ‘chals; hi
Rnights of Colambus an American’ ‘h“ix'

- found ones'of Enulllh llt&rlm

THE AUGUSTINIANS - " {200, oS

Father Fedigan; -provinclal of tu:

Cathollc prexs. of the; country. stating

, that the order of. which ha i the preg. |
all the &o- ent hesd: intondqd $o. make: the nee

establishment about to:-he opened at

“1t s the intention of the order
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“They will have, 1o, doubt
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shrine at thelr obsequles,
‘Where fragrant {ncense-clouds ‘sre| Tt has been declded to bepls work |1
tralling. this summer on the Lady Chapel at
d St. Patrick’s Catheédral, New Yurk.|ece
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