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not a little wi l l fu l : and It m a y be you h a d ev ident ly wi ths tood the a s sau l t s Carl w i n o w n up what he knowf, 
are not the proper Judge of all that Is o f m a n y years, as a l so a l ik ing for good though, for t h e devil no doubt has p a t 
good and n e c e s s a r y for y o u . I fear. If spir i ts , of w h i c h It w a s m u c h t h e fash- "" **"" 
your wishes are n o w real ized, and you Ion of the t i m e to p a r t a k e freely. To 
are g iven the f reedom a n d opportuni ty introduce him wi thout further words, 
you seem s o to desire, you will only th i s old fellow w a s Carl K r u m , a n d his 
d e m o n s t r a t e t h e w i s d o m and prudence special bus iness It w a s to h a v e In 
of y o u r a u n t ' s t r e a t m e n t of you." charge a boat ferry that crossed the 

An express ion of g loom passed over r iver at the l a n d i n g about a mi le and 
the young m a n ' s c o u n t e n a n c e . » half from the v i l lage . T h i s ferry be-

"You judge me s e v e r e l y . R o s a . " he longed to the m i s t r e s s of RolfT House, 
s a i d , "but I do not care for tha t . I do a n d t h e o l d ' e I l o w h a d ft01*1 t l m e Imnie- hear & correct account o f Its Strang* 
not plead the propriety o f m y feel ings, n r » o r l a I a lmost been In charge of It. and history. T h e r e Is no use o f deny ing t h a i 
I.ut on ly that 1 cannot h e l p them Yet const i tuted o n e of t h e fami ly a t Rolft there la a mystery about the house . 1 

him u n d e r b o n d s t o k e e p t n e peace 
about the mat ter . B u t I 'd l ike him to 
tell me. i f he c a n . w h a t e v e r b e c a m e of 
old Rolff ?** 

T h e landlord here spoke up: 
"That 's a pert inent question," h e s a i d 

"Perhaps old C a r l c a n answer It , or, a> 
least , g i v e us a. short history o f Rolft 
House. F*or m y part . I should like to 

why should I not grat i fy my a m b i t i o n ? House He w a s not a frequent visitor 
t o tho bar-room of Ronk's T a v e r n , and 

ambi t ion? N o ; she has repressed It In 
overy way. S h e would make of me 

.<**&&& 

C H A P T E R L 
I t WEB many y e a r s ago—before t h i s , 

• r a of s t eam, te legraph and electrical j 
a n d mechanica l development , In fact , | 
Juat prev ious to that very queer war o f 
1812—that in a qua in t old Dutch-bui l t . 
.village o f southern N e w York, ly ing ' 
n o t far from Hudson ' s noble river, 
t h e r e w a s living, one J a c o b u s Bruyn. a ; 
s u b s t a n t i a ! farmer, of the purest Dutch 
l ineage . , 

On a beautiful , sunny fall a f ternoon, . 
(farmer Bruyn w a s s i t t ing on t h e front 
porch o f his fine o ld D u t c h farm-house , 
tol l ing a t ease In his g r e a t chair , ar.d 
smoking; his long clay pipe with a n e s -
pres i lon of perfect contentment res t ing 
o n his s t o l i d features. H e could well j 
afford t o t a k e his ease. His broad acres . 
of fat v a l l e y land had borne unusua l ly 
a b u n d a n t harves t s , a n d h is capac ious , 
( a r m bulldlngB were filled to overi lmv-
l n g . As ho s a t a n d a l lowed the w r e a t h s i 
Of blue smoke t o curl up about h i s 
s w a r t h y , honest face, h e was l i s ten ing 
With sat i s fact ion to t h e beating of t h e 
flails of his threshers tn the great red > 
b a r n not m a n y rods a 1st ant . 

T h e house of farmer Bruyn w a s nutlt ' 
In the s u b s t a n t i a l , comfortable s ty le o f ' 
t h e well-to-do Dutch burghers of t h e 
colonial period of New York history. I t 
Bras a largo stone building, whose h e a v y 
wallB had been la id b y those w h o evi ­
dent ly Intended t h e m t o last for g e n e r a ­
t ions . T h e great roof mounted u p to a 
h i g h peak, and s loped nearly t o t h e 
ground tn the rear. T h e numerous w i n -

» flows, w i t h their m a n y l i t t l e green p a n e s 
o f c las s , h inted o f l i g h t and cheer fu l ­
n e s s within. E v e r y t h i n g about t h e place 
w a a neat and orderly. Along t h e gar­
den fenee^at the e n d of the low k i t c h e n , 
w a s a bench, on which a row of sh in­
i n g mi lk-pans were sunning themse lves . 
In the rear , a tal l , s lop ing churn ing 
machine hinted a t one of the domes t lo 
occupat ions of the place. The yard w a s 
n o t particularly spac ious , but s h o w e d 
t h e supervis ion of some one with a love 
for order a n d b e a u t y In c lumps o f 
shrubbery and beds o f la te -b looming 
flowers. I t w a s e v i d e n t who w a s the 
pres id ing spir i t of this hort icu l tura l dis­
p l a y , for a young m a i d e n was wander-
I n s a m o n g the flower beds, da l ly ing 
With the p l a n t s i n a p a t r o n i z i n g way 
t h a t declared more plainly than words 
the deep Interest of affection and gunrd- ' 
UnsSilp. This w a s Rosa, f armer 
Bruyn'* o n l y d a u g h t e r , whose age. 
It w a s apparent from h e r looks, could 
not be f a r from e ighteen . M o v i n g 

?;raeefully about under t h e soft l ight o f 
h e clear a u t u m n sky. her plain, neat 

h o u s e - d r e s s c o n t r a s t i n g with the bril­
l iant verdure a b o u t her. the y o u n g girl 
presented a c h a r m i n g o b j e c t to t h e eye 
—and so t h o u g h t f a r m e r Bruyn, a s h e 
watched h e r from b i s s e a t on the porch. 
H e r figure w a s plump a n d comely , a l ­
t h o u g h p e r h a p s a trifle t inder s ize , and 
perfect h e a l t h w a s Indicated in t h e full, 
graceful c u r v e s of her form, the rosy 
b l o o m u p o n her cheeks, and the l iquid 
Clearness of her Boft grey eyes . A 
•wealth o f rich brown h a i r hung about 
her shoulders tn n a t u r a l r inglets , un-
conflned a n d untied, free to the k i sses 
of t h e sun and the t o y l n g s of the p e r t l e 
sephyre , N o fairy creature was Rn»a 
b r u y n , b u t a subs tant ia l bodily pres­
ence , w h o m i g h t h a v e s a t for t h e Ma­
d o n n a of s o m e o ld F l e m i s h painter. 
IT lie form, fea tures and m o v e m e n t s all 
Indicated a pure, h e a l t h y w o m a n l y na­
ture , capable p e r h a p s o f great devot ion 

^ a n d tenderness , b u t o n e not l ike ly to 
" jBuccomb t o a n y tr ial or duty of life. 

' T h e h o u s e o f farmer B r u y n sat some 
•distance t iaok from ihe road. Severa l 
ta l l poplar t r e e s t h r e w the ir shade a long 
t h e r o a d w a y to front, a n d , a t the upper 
•edge of t h e yard, s o m e c l u m p s of shrub­
b e r y ac ted a s a part ia l s c r e e n t o a lane 
Ithat l e d t o t h e o u t b u i l d i n g s In t h e rear 

., <of t h e house . T h e road In front w o u n d 
ftown'a g r a d u a l h i l l ; a n d down t h e hill 
t h e ta l l f o r m o f a young; m a n cou ld be 

' s e e n drawing near . R o s a ' s wander ing 
g a v e had detec ted his approach , and. 
w i t h ' ft s u d d e n flush, s h e drew s l o w l y 
a w a y from h e r posi t ion a m o n g t h e flow-
sr b e d s , Wan proceeded, a s i f inadvert-
• a t l r , u p t o t h e l a n e f e n c e a m o n g the 

STffiWnfcery. H e r m o v e m e n t s w e r e evl-
sttt ly o b s e r v e d b y the y o u n g m a n , for 

tup e n t e r e d t h e l a n e , a n d , drawing near, 
p l a c e d h i s h a n d o n t h e fence, g a v e a 

*X$SJB$S& a * 4 b o u n d e d over. 
*- !&$'•• mfiwaent fte h a d t a k e n the b l u s h . 
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w.^P|pl0S'Jiett'bi»vr'*I*b'all the ardor 
irf^, a««spted lover. , 

#ttw*» in the shade of the 
Mmwt youthful couple] 
ihted the eye of an arM ghted me eye 
\,to„iketcto some scene of 
iSJ!myA. *ouug man 

""IpW. plump, 
f iacafuL. H i s f a c e was 

, a a i hant fmm*. a n d the 
otttUM* of al­

m o s t G r e c i a n b e a u t y R i n g l e t s of fair. 
f laxen hair escaped f rom beneath his 
c a p , a n d curled over a broad, white 
brow. Clear, mirthful b lue e y e s lit up 
a c o u n t e n a n c e In w h i c h the expres s ion 
o f genial ity was offset b y a certa in air 
o f over-confidence that a lmost indicated 
r e c k l e s s n e s s . 

"And how's my little sweetheart?'" 
h e asked, r e l e a s i n g her form frum his 
arms , and g a z i n g upon her with undis­
gu i sed admirat ion . 

"I a m we l l , C l a u d e . " she replied 
"Lit t le need there la to ask And you 
a p p e a r well. too. But how Is your 
a u n t to -day ?" 

" A u n t ? o h , she Is g r o w i n g worse," 
h e replied. "The doctor told me s ince 
dinner that she Is fal l ing s lowly but 
surely , and cannot poaalbly survive 
l u n g I n d e e d , It l o o k s aa it I were suon 
t o lie free." 

"Free !—why, Claude, what ran y o u 
m e a n ? One m i g h t suppusr that you 
re jo iced that your aunt la worBe per­
h a p s u p o n t h e brink of t h e g r a v e 

A pecul iar s h a d o w passed over 
y o u n g m a n ' s face. 

"Do you think so kindly of 
R o s a ? " he asked. "Or—but. no. 
r e a d m y feel ings, a n d y o u misinterpret 
t h e m . S u p p o s e a u n t should die—can I 
h e l p It? I s h a l l sorrow for her as Bln-
oerely a s anybody , but I must o w n that 
t h e r e I s a sense o f f r e e d o m In the 
t h o u g h t of m y b e i n g m y o w n master 
a n d coming Into m y fortune . W h a t 
Is the u s e o f d e n y i n g or conceal ing It? 
I d o n o t w i s h her dead: but I cannot 
d e n y t h a t t h e g r i e f I s h o u l d feel is 
t e m p e r e d by tho t h o u g h t of t h e scope 
t h a t w i l l be opened to m y hopes a n d 
a m b i t i o n . There , there, l i t t l e one—don't 
l o o k so grave. R e m e m b e r , I h a v e not 
b e e n b r o u g h t up to be s ens i t i ve . A u n t 
h a s not w a s t e d a n y t enderness upon 
m e , a l t h o u g h I know s h e l o v e s m e 
wel l ." 

" B u t . Claude, th ink h o w I t would 
gr i eve her t o the s o u l t o dream Tor a 
m o m e n t that you could count up the 
g a i n her death would be t o you." 

"But she will n o t dream It, l i tt le 
m o n l t r e s s . N o act or word of mine 
s h a l l a d d a p a n g to her dying hours. I 
s h a l l d o all and be all t h a t d u t y a n d 
a f f ec t ion require. B u t c a n I help m y 
natura l f ee l ings? I am n o t an angel In 
h u m a n gu i se , like yourself. R o s a I 
profeas only one virtue—a. desire to be 
honest , and n o t to h ide m y real feelings 
for mere a p p e a r a n c e ' s s a k e . I t Is not 
In my n a t u r e to p l a y the hypocrite. I 
s h a l l f ee l v e r y badly If a u n t d ies . She 
h a s a l w a y s been kUnd t o me—in her 
way— a n d I truly bellove has loved me 
w i t h h e r w h o l e heart . Rut It Is only , 
j u s t to r e m e m b e r t h a t h e r way has al­
w a y s b e e n a s t r a n g e one, and that net 
g u a r d i a n s h i p has d e p r i v e d me of the 
r igh t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s In a large meas ­
u r e to w h i c h I w a s born. A s t range , 
g loomy, eccentric w o m a n , fixed in he i 
Ideas a n d I m m o v a b l e In her reso lves , 
no ono c a n te l l the t y r a n n y her govern­
m e n t h a s exercised over me. And. by 
a s t r a n g e fate , I h a v e no escape from 
t y r a n n y so l o n g as she l i v e s ox.-tpt a t 
thf» peril of m y fortune Lonk at It' — 
With all her wea l th , her farms, hri 
boats , h e r ferries, her m i l l s ( there IF 
an Immense fortune s towed u p some­
where, a n d I t h e prospec t ive hMrV what 
p leasure or p r i v i l e g e has hecn mine in 
life that the veriest country lad in the 
region could not e n j o y ? Aunt's love of 
h o a r d i n g has run a w a y w i t h her judg­
m e n t t i l l her household h a s been kept 
as if w e were p r e d e s t i n e d vict ims of 
poverty . Rolff H o u s e h a a been aban­
doned t o decay. As for m e , the eccen­
t r i c w h i m of m y fa ther h a s m a d e me 
m o r e subjec t to h e r t h a n the veriest 
s e r v a n t — d i c t a t e d t o in m y educat ion. 
curbed i n e v e r y natural w i s h a n d a m ­
bit ion, a n d l e f t to d r e a m of freedom 
a n d h a p p i n e s s only a s possible through 
h e r death . M y n a m e — t h e n a m e of 
Rolff — h a s b e c o m e a v e r y h y - w o r d 
through the country . HaJf t h e coun­
try folic be l ieve Rolff H o u s e to be 
h a u n t e d , and i t Is n o t t w o y e a r s age 
t h a t I t h r a s h e d a b u r l y l o u t w h o taunt, 
ed me w i t h m y a u n t being; a wi tch . U 
a u n t d ies , I c o m e I n t o absolute proprie­
torship of a l l the Rolff estates anc 
w e a l t h — a n d n o t t i l l then . A h . Rosa 
c a n I h e l p c o n t r a s t i n g m y present po­
s i t i o n w i t h w h a t It w i l l b e then? Is 11 
in h u m a n n a t u r e n o t to desire t o throws 
off the b u r d e n that has w e i g h e d upot 
m y h o p e s a n d a s p i r a t i o n s for s o mans 
yeajB?" 

" I wi l l not t r y to a n s w e r your ^ues 
turns , C l a u d e . " repl ied t h e young girl 
w i t h a pa ined e x p r e s s i o n o f coun 
t e n a n o e . "I know that it is wrong 
v e r y wrong, for y o u to t a l k a n d thlnj 
as y o u t i o . I f I did not b e l i e v e you u' 
be t r u e r * a t hear t t h a n y o u represem 1 

y o o r s e l * to b e , X s h o u l d a l m o s t lose m j 
f a i t h In, y o u . A s f o r y o u r a u n t , a ] 
tho iuth * b e l a p e c u l i a r 1* m a n y t h i n g s 

rxmw vH#* J»n* to*"** y**1* t00 " " N * *• 
, i ^ # car1b*d you n©ejdlws*y or cruelly 
Perhapa your f»ncy::'ha» palatta you) 
treatment in exaiierated eelora. -root 
Ambition to l»t«ni»^y(Sti ajrt praud an« 

r. . • mm^mm^-'- •'.••--. 

remember once myse l f seeing a s trange 
I a m the s o n of a w e a l t h y m a n . and In l " '"" '«»'-'""»' "» ™ « « » ' » « • ' "• """ sight up there. I w a s coming by the 
Just ice and right should be undisputed w h e n h e c a m e '* w a s genera l ly t h e case house in t h e n l g h t - a bright moon l ight 
m a s t e r of my father 's es tate . I do not t h a t s o m e t h l n g had happened t h a t ex- night It w a s — a n d when a t a point of 
lung for v u l g a r display and pleasure. H , *" i l ' U D l l c g o s s i p unusua l ly or had the road w h e r e I could s e e the eas tern 
No, n o . my desire la to t r a v e l , to s tore B o m t " 8 P e c l a l Interest to himself. side of t h e house . I p la in ly saw the flg-
my mind w i t h o b s e r v a t i o n ; t o develop T n e group of ta lkers s i t t i n g about ure o f a m a n s t a n d i n g beneath one of 
my t a s t e , a n d , a b o v e all. to g i v e myse l f t n e room grew sudderily s i lent a s the the large w i n d o w s . H e w a s In the dl-
ouportunUy for the s tudy of the art ° ' d m a n entered. A seat was offered rect rays o f t h e moon, a n d I s a w h i m 
that la my a m b i t i o n and delight. You h , m a n f l h e dropped quiet ly Into It, as p la inly a s I ever s a w man. His ap-
forget that I Inherit a r ight to art. Hut a n < 1 cont inued puffing sedate ly on a pearance w a s t h a t of a very a g e d man. 
has aunt e v e r e n c o u r a g e d m e In my B h " r t P l p e l h a t was in his mouth tall and s t o o p i n g , w i t h long w h i t e hair, 

After an Interval of si lence, a short, "* J J ' ^ A_ I 
pursy l i t t le fe l low w h o was s i t t ing with 

n o t h i n g but a n overseer of laborers, h i s chair t ipped bes ide t h e emberless 
and a hoarder of money My soul fireplace, spoke up: . 
l o a t h e s the l i f e she would h a v e me lead. "Here 's old Carl." he said . " H e can 
Oh. Rosa , y o u cannot know how I long te l l us al l about It. Now, let me state 
to be a w a y , s p e n d i n g my days among t h e matter. I mainta ined that the old 
the g r e a t ga l ler ies o f I ' trecht . of Mu- lady w a s e i g h t y - t h r e e , you all denied 
nlch. of Dresden, of Venice and Hume, It. Now. how Is It. Mr K r u m ? " 
d r a w i n g insp ira t ion and k n o w l e d g e T h e old man took his pipe quiet ly out 
from the w o r k s pf t h e m i g h t y mas ter s of his mouth. 

of art How can 1 help t h e spirit that "She's e i g h t y - t h r e e " he said "and 
is wi th in m e ? At t h e mere thought of s h e l l be ninety three. If the good Lord 
» elng able to fulfill m y dreams, my soul BO will and m y prayers are heard. But 
Is filled with an t e s t a c y that s e e m s to w h a t mat ters it. ye Idle g o s s i p s ? " 
banish far from my sight every o ther "Exact ly ," cont inued the first speaker 
feel ing and c o n s i d e r a t i o n . " without not ic ing the old man's rebuke; 

"And to feed t h a t a m b i t i o n , y o u "and that confirms w h a t I said. 'Taint 
wou ld ban i sh me. too, from your often. I tell you . that I m a k e a mis take 
t h o u g h t s . Claude , and leave me for your In a person's a g e w h e n they die—that 
a r t ' " is. the old lady ain't dead yet. but 

everybody k n o w s that old Doctor Pronk 
h a s g iven her up, a n d when he says 
anybody has got to die. he general ly 
m a k e s a sure Job of It." 

There w a s s o m e laughter a t this poor 

and d r e s s e d In an o d d cos tume . As 1 
was l o o k i n g directly a t h im. he sudden­
ly d i s a p p e a r e d — s e e m e d to sink Into the 
ground c l o s e t o the house. I could 
scarcely be l i eve my eyes , but I a m sure 
I s a w w h a t I have told you , and, a s 
you may Imagine , I thought a t once 
of t h e s t o r y t h e y te l l , t h a t at stated 
t imes the devil a l l o w s old Rolff t o visit 
his m o n e y chambers . I suppose I must 
have been dece ived In some w a y In the 
matter . B u t It would be Interest ing to 
know more a b o u t Rolff House , and I 
move that o ld Car l g i v e s u s Its h i s tory ." 

"Yes. y e s . Carl ." "Let's h e a r i t . Carl." 
and s i m i l a r e x c l a m a t i o n s were ut tered 
by a dozen voices , and c h a i r s were 
d r a w n up neat where the o ld m a n w a s 
s i t t ing , for all knew that he e n j o y e d 
n o t h i n g bet ter t h a n a n opportuni ty to 
rehearse s o m e f a v o r i t e matter. 

W h y - yes . Rosa, to b e s u r e tha" 
Is for a l i t t le time It w o u l d not b< 
long w e are both young , and do no: 
c o n t e m p l a t e speedy m a r r i a g e , so there 
s e e m s no reason why I should not de­
vote m y t ime to Improving myself, en Jest, but It w a s Interrupted by the old 
that I may become more- worthy of 
your love I can't s t a y here. In th i s 
d ismal l ittle vi l lage, to ruBt and fret 
mys.-if to d e a t h 1 must cu l t iva te my 
t a l e n t s I des ire to become a great 
pa inter As soon ns I am In a pi'sitl" -' 
to carry out m y p lans I will tell y>" 
all my d r e a m s and T am sure you will 
s y m p a t h i z e wi th me. and take dpllK* 
In my purpose to a c h i e v e talent anil 
fame It wi l l not b e so long that I 
will be separated from you, and we ur • 
young. Hosa. and r a n bear up unlt-r 
separat ion , and wait patiently for the 
h s p p l n e s s that will b e ours wh.ri I re 
torn w i t h s o m e port of m> n m ' l t ' - i 
arhli-ved to c la im you as mv t>rliln 

The e y e s of Jtosn Hruvn lit "I1 t'<r n 
m o m e n t , but s h e dropped t hpm qulcklv 
to the ground, and w a s si lent. At lawt 
che spoke qu ie t ly . 

"I hope your aunt wi l l g e t well soon. 
Claude *• 

The young m a n bit h i s lip and turned 
Ms face Impatient ly a w a y 

Hut h i s a n g e r was only momentary . 
Turn ing his g a z e book to th,- fair irrav-
young face before him an express ion ••' 
deep t e n d e r n e s s took possess ion of h. 
h a n d s o m e c o u n t e n a n c e 

"You do we l l to reprove' me. Rosn " 
he said. "Yes , I. too. hope a u n t « i l l 
get wel l , and l ive m a n y years . Then 
all my fine p lans will be scat tered t» 
the winds , a n d I shall be sure of nut!, 
lng—not even of you." 

"Hut you know1. Claude, we are so 
young yet — and a m i fa ther may 
chnnge his mind w h> n > • u se t t le d-n\ n 
to s t e a d y h a b i t s He thlnkB you arc 
wild a n d reckless " 

"I see . Rosa ." sold the y o u n g mnn, 
wi th a return of the b i t terness of hip 
tone, " tha t e v e n In y o u r e s t i m a t i o n to 
aspire t o any l i fe but t h a t of a plodding 
xnoney-get ter i s to b e wild and reck­
less ." ; 

"No. no. Claude,' she exc la imed 
has t i ly , "you k n o w I do not th ink BO. 
But you would not h a \ e me offend 
f a t h e r ? 

m a n . 
"That 's a fa ir spec imen of the devil 's 

wit as well a s the devil 's manners , 
or 1 m no Judge," he said. "It s not 
gU en to any h u m a n being to fix the 
l imit of a fsllow creature's l i fe . and . at. 
for the good old Doctor, the only mis­
take he ever made w a s In not s trang­
l ing some spec imens of t h i s ungodly 
generat ion at their birth. Yet I fear 
t h a t It is only too true that RnhT House 
is t o lose Its mistress . I've n<> romantl<-
fondness for the poor «>ld la«I> but II 
Is u s i i i r i j dug that will not fawn on 
the hand that h a s fed It for j m n 

' Y.'U. II l.e piovldei i f"t t a i l . Inter­
rupted .Hi.- ..f the pttl ty 

"I btt\e t i ' i c h n l II>> full due." I.-plo-d 
the <>ld man. and e x p . i l nothl i iK" 

"Well , she ought to give > oU Some­
thing." Interrupted th.- landlord. but 
there's no tel l ing—she's a 'jueer old wo­
man " 

"(Jueer old place too." t.n>kp In the 
l i tt le man again , who wa^ e\ l«1«-ni I > one 
of the kind that like to d i mos-t yf the 
ta lking "1 don't wonder that anybody 
Is queer after living 'In It so m a n y 
yrars Queer stories I've heard about 
It. Most folks bel ieve the house Is 
haunted , and I've heard that the old 
fellow w h o built It w a s a pirate, and 
had no end of money he'd made by 
murder a n d robbery on the high seas . 
After he built the house , they say he 
had rooms piled full of s l iver and gold. 
Then I've heard he sold himself to the 
devil , on condition that the m o n e y 
would a l w a y s be kept safe In Hoi ft 
House , and a good bargain he mad.- of 
It. see ing that the devil had him sa fe 

C H A P T E R IV. 
"Well." b e g a n the o ld m a n , " I don't 

mind te l l ing w h a t I know about the 
mat ter , though I'm afraid you'l l find 
It rather a dry ta le , w i t h y o u r a p p e t i t e s 
al l whe t t ed for a recital of supernatura l 
do ings . B u t It's a s trange story, never­
the l e s s . It waB long, long ago, during 
the l a s t y e a r s o f K i n g G e o r g e ' s wax 
with the F"rench and Spaniards , that 
there c a m e to o u r village, then a mere 
hamle t , a ta l l fine-looking man, richly 
dressed , w h o put up a t the little Dutch 
Inn t h a t s tood o n the very spot that 
this tavern now s tands . H e remained 
week after week , and there w a s brought 
t o him sundry he>avy, Iron-bound chests 

Rolff disappeared from this vicinity, 
and nobody ever h e a r d of h im aga in . 
T h e superst i t ious! s a i d t h a t t h e devil 
had c o m e to c l a i m h t m . a c c o r d i n g t o 
* bargain by w h i c h he h a d s o l d h i s 
*oul for the gold he possessed. This 
Is no doubt the s t o r y that our friend 
Sacket t here wou ld cons ider m o s t cred­
ible. For my part , I can t h r o w no 
light on the mat ter . H e d i sappeared— 
that is enough. It w a s cer ta in ly a 
s t r a n g e matter ; but such d i sappear ­
ances are too c o m m o n to c a l l for any 
superst i t ious e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e m . H e 
left w i thout l e a v i n g a n y wi l l , or direc­
tions for the d i spos i t ion of h i s property. 
Hi s son had g r o w n to m a n h o o d , b u t hta 
l a u g h t e r had died at a n early a g e . The 
con married, and l i ved w i t h h i s wife 
at Rolff House , over which , however . 
Mistress Van Buysen cont inued t o ex^ 
erclse unl imited s w a y . One s o n w a s 
born to them—the present he ir . C laude 
Van B u y s e n Rolff—who In c o u r s e o f 
t ime w a s lef t a n orphan. A f t e r the 
death of the father. It a p p e a r e d that 
by special deed a l l t h e p r o p e r t y had 
been placed in t h e h a n d s o f the aunt . 
Mistress V a n B u y s e n . She h a s l ived 
to this day . e x e r c i s i n g complete s w a y 
at Rolff H o u s e . T h e r e were, of course , 
a l w a y s queer s tor ies a b o u t Rolff H o u s e ; 
and a s she grew old a n d a l l o w e d the 
place to go s o m e w h a t to decay , these 
Increased, a n d took the s h a p e t h a t we 
h a v e heard here t o - n i g h t . Rolff H o u s e 
Is h a u n t e d by evil spir i ts , w e are told; 
old M a g n u s RolfT had sold h i m s e l f t o 
the devil , a n d rece ived his a id In ac­
quiring i m m e n s e s t o r e s of u n h a l l o w e d 
treasure; th i s t reasure Is protected from 
all but o n e s ingle m e m b e r of t h e fami ly , 
who l ikewise sells h imse l f to the devi l ; 
and so RolfT H o u s e Is g i v e n u p to hob­
goblins and evil report . 

"Well, those can be l i eve t h e s e s tor ie s 
who choose. I h a v e received and h a n d -
eied considerably o f m o n e y from Rolff 
House, and It haa n e v e r burnt my 
hands or m y c o n s c i e n c e either. I k n o w 
not how old M a g n u s Rolff m a d e his 
money, w h a t murders or o u t r a g e s he 
committed, or how m a n y harmless mer­
chantmen he sent to t h e bottom. I do 
know that a t that t i m e p r i v a t e e r i n g 
was a popular pursuit w i th o u r dar ing 
sailors, and that m a n y o f t h e m got rich 
without a suspic ion of crime a t t a c h i n g 
to them It w a s a l ega l b u s i n e s s , to 
which they were duly commiss ioned; 
and there Is no reason t o suppose that 
Rolff Van Buysen w a s a n y t h i n g more 
than a brave and l u c k y privateer cap­
tain. H e probably s p e n t m o s t o f his 
money In d i ss ipat ion a n d In the bui ld­
ing of Rolff House , a n d the effort to 

conta in ing g o o d s of s o m e w e i g h t y char . . . . . . . . ,. 
„ , . T K .... ... , ,,. „ . . ! meet the expenses of a large e s tab l i sh 
acter. The curiosity o f the good burg- ; ^ _ _ * .*_ __ .._ . . . . f » •._ 
hers w a s m u c h e x c i t e d about th i s ni) s t cr lous p e r s o n a g e . H e waa lleroe und 
g l o o m y at t imes , and would Bp*-a.k to 
n o Tie. and then aga in In would t>e free 
and Jo\ la l to t h e extent o f spending 
m a n y a dozen o f gold and s i lver coin, 
a n d g e t t i n g himself a n d ha l f the good 
b u r g h e r s deeply Intoxicated. T h i s man 
g a v e h i s n a m e a s Magnus Rolff. At 
t imes, when In h i s cups , he would tell 
t h e m o s t f r i g h t f u l t a l e s of bloody ad­
v e n t u r e s at st-a. so that In t i m e the 
good people b e g a n to regard him as a 
retired pirate, a n d t h i s belief s eemed 
confirmed b y t h e number of heavy , 
s t rong c h e s t s he h a d brought wi th him, 
which no doubt contained the treas­
ures h e had acquired In h i s wi ld ad-
tures . As M a g n u s RolfT rather enjoyed 
It to h a v e t h e gi>od people regard him 
w i t h dread a s w e l l a s admirat ion , he 
encouraged these s tor i e s about himself . 
It Is t o be feared, and s o they h a v e de­
s c e n d e d to t h i s clay. 

"But It Is not ni-i-essary for u s to 
credit them, so I will ^Ive y o u t h e real 
h i s t o r y of t h e m a n a s I h a v e learned 

1 ment. a n d keep up a p p e a r a n c e s I be­
lieve that f inancial d i s t re s se s account 
"or his flight, and for all t h a t s e e m s 
s trange to the world In the h i s t o r y of 
Rolff House . You g e n t l e m e n are en­
titled to differ from me if you will. Of 
course, I oan't exp la in all t h e queer 
s ights everybody m a y h a v e s e e n a t the 
dead of n ight about the place. P e o p l e 
a l w a y s will s e e s t r a n g e s i g h t s around 
a house that Is suspec ted of being 
haunted I-don't be l ieve any o f the su­
perst i t ious stories about Rolff House . 
It Is s imply a fine old mans ion g o n e 
to decay. I would that I might l ive to 
see It restored. You h a v e m y s tory , 
g e n t l e m e n . " 

The old m a n re lapsed Into si lence, 
and a genera l s h a k i n g o f heads showed 
that his s tory did not s e t t l e a l l doubts 
in regard to Rolff H o u s e . 

T h e landlord was the first t o speak 
up: 

I "I think vou're a b o u t right. Carl." 
he said. " In regard to t h e stories about 
the old place. But I can't a g r e e w i t h 
you that there has been much lack of 
money at Rolff House Why, the bus i ­
ness and t e n e m e n t s a l o n e m u s t h a v e 

all In the house yet. and nobody can ^° a w e a l t h y fami ly o f Holland. His 

a n y h o w Hut the de \U came and took l t "n t h e best authority . His real name _ __ 
him one fine d a y ; and the money Is w a s Rolff V a n Buysen, and h e belonged footod up large s u m s annual ly for these 

m a n y years . N o doubt , the old lady 
has been close, and h a s a nice l i t t le pile 
saved up for y o u n g Master Claude. 
He'll s ca t ter lt. I'll warrant , s p i t e of 
Old Rootle and all h i s Imps But n o w 
let's drop the subject . I suppose s o m e 
of you would like to keep u p your 
stories of g h o s t s a n d hobgobl ins . But 
lt ain't good manners , w i t h t h a t poor 

touch It, they say, except they sell 
themse lves to the devil , too. T h a t ' s 
the story, and some people be l ieve It." 

"Some people." Interposed old CnrI, 
"are born fools, a n d only fit to be gul led 
by s tor ies of g h o s t s and hobgobl ins . If 
anybody l iv ing is pretty well acquainted 

fa ther was a m a n of great ta lent , a 
patron of t h e arts , and a d i s t inguished 
public man. But liolff was a wild boy, 
a n d . for s o m e u n k n o w n e s c a p a d e , he 
fled the country a n d took to life a t sea, 
a n d at last c a m e to the colonies. The 
w a r w i t h F r a n c e and Spain broke out. 

N o V m y love and m y l ight"' he ex - ; wTth Ttolff "HoVse"and ' t h e ' u o l f 7 f a m l l y " a " d b e f , ^ ^ , n ° n e ° f , h * P r , v a t p e r s . . . . . . . . 
c la imed , with a glow ..f e n t h u s i a s m . It Is myself , for I h a v e k n o w n t h e m t h a t 8 a » e < J r r o m o u r P o " » t o p r e y on o l d ^ o m a n i y l n g B p t n e r e o n h e r d e a t h 

t h e c o m m e r c e of^ the e n e m y . In ^thls b e d p e r h a p S ; a n d T won ' t have i t No "I w o u l d have y o u do n o t h i n g u n b e c o m - ; these fifty years ; and, a s I a m an h o n ­
i n g y o u r c h a r a c t e r a s the purest and \ est m a n a n d a good Chris t ian , I pro-
best g ir l In t h e world. Bet ter that I . nounce all such silly t a l e s b u t Idle su -
should suffer t h e wreck of e v e r y hope. | perstlttona. There 's enough that Is 
But I m u s t not l inger . T o u r father s t r a n g e and romant ic about Rolff H o u s e 
wil l b e g i n to suspec t s o m e t h i n g . Good- , w i thout peopl ing it w i t h g h o s t s or 
b y e ! " 

And, w i t h a tender caress , he turned 
and, s p r i n g i n g over t h e fence, d i sap­
peared a a he h a d come . 

C H A P T E R III. 
The t a v e r n In Voorhisklll . (so let u s 

jail the l i t t le o ld D u t c h vil lage), was a 
wooden , olap-boarded building, with 
three stories , a double-s loped roof, and 
m a n y w i n d o w s . It w a s a s o m e w h a t 
pre ten t ious s tructure , a n d did a thriv­
ing business , for the vi l lage w a s on the 
l ine of a n Important mal l a n d bus ines s 
route, a n d the t i m e s were favorab le to 
trave l a n d c o n v l v a l l t y . 

T h e b a r - r o o m of Ronk's T a v e r n , a s 
the hos t l ery w a s cal led, was the great 
mee t ing -p lace for the men-folk of the 
v ic ini ty . Here t h e y gathered of a n eve­
ning, a n d smoked their pipes, and dranji 
the ir flip or o t h e r decoct ions , and, told 
stories, t a l k e d pol i t ics a n d re ta i l ed the 
g o s s i p o f the v ic in i ty , 

It w a s o n the e v e n i n g after the e v e n t s 
detai led fn the last chapter. T h e can­
dles w e r e l ighted in t h e bar-room, and 
the landlord w a s behind his b a r a n s w e r ­
ing the c a l l s of his c u s t o m e r s , w h o had 
b e g u n t o drop In. He w a s a tall, grave 
man, w i t h a c o m p l e x i o n a n d sk in like 
p a r c h m e n t , dark s t r a i g h t ha ir ming led 
w i t h g r a y , a n d a n a l m o s t preternatural-
ly s o l e m n c o u n t e n a n c e . A t bot tom, 
h o w e v e r , he w a s generous a n d w h o l e 

g i v i n g It over to the pos se s s ion of the 
Evil One." 

"That 's al l very well." here broke in 
a n e w member of the circle , "but I s a y 
It's good Scripture to he l leve In g h o s t s ; 
and If there is a n y plaVe that is l ike ly 
to b e haunted, It Is Rolff House . And, 
a s for the dev i l h a v i n g a l ease on t h a t 
old pirate 's gold, why shouldn't h e ? 
It's on ly c l a i m i n g his o w n . a n d we all 
k n o w the devi l Is pretty sure t o do t h a t . 
For my part , I bel ieve that all a in' t 
right at Rolff House . Many ' s the s t o r y 
I've heard of oueer doings u p there . 
There's my brother Sol., hp s a y s he w a s 
g o i n g by there once about m i d n i g h t , 
and e v e r y t h i n g w a s dark a n d g loomy 
about the house , when all of a s u d d e n 
a s t r e a m o f flame shot out of the b ig 
e h l m n e y o n the e a s t s ide, and a b lack 
object s p r a n g o u t of It and w a s off tn 
the a ir as quick a s a flash. A n d I've 
been by there mysel f a t n ights , w h e n 
I've heard queer noises coming from 
the house , a n d others h a v e heard t h e m , 
too, a n d s e e n s t r a n g e s ights . I don' t 
k n o w a s it i s respectful t o the old l a d y 
to t e l l a b o u t these h l n g s n o w . but If 
they're so, they're so. and tha t ' s all 
there L, about i t ." 

T h e speaker w a s a short , v e r y Pe­
cul iar- looking m a n . A h e a v y beard 
covered h i s meagre face, a n d long 
f r o w s y hair reached down to h i s should­
ers, a n d h a i r and beard both s e e m e d to 

souled, a n d de l i gh ted I n n o t h i n g more | * e o f a d ir ty s late-blue color. H i s ye l -
t h a n t o see h i s g u e s t s wel l -provided i l o w 8 k I n a P P e a r e ( J to h a v e a b lu l sh-
for, h i s b a r - r o o m thronged, a n d Jest I 8 T e e i a t i n g e : h i s large, s t a r i n g blue 
and a n e c d o t e g o i n g t h e round of an * y e s w e r e * " l u s t r e l p s s a s the e y e s of 
even ing , a s p ipes were l i t a n d s t o u t po- a corpse; a n d to add to his u n c a n n y 
ta t ions d e a l t o u t . , pecul iar i t ies , his voice had a s t range , 

T h e u s u a l g r o u p w a s g a t h e r e d around f ephu lchra l tone. 
It w a s e a r l y e v e n i n g y e t , however , and "-A- n n e countenance y o u h a v e for a 
more w e r e to c o m e before t h e goss ip or g h o s t story. Leb. Sackett ," broke in the 
d i s c u s s i o n r e a c h e d Its ful l he ight , one- 0 l d m a n , w i t h a tone of contempt . "It 
after a n o t h e r dropped In, t i l l a t last te s u o n o u t r a g e o u s l iars a s y o u a n d 
there e n t e r e d a n o l d m a n of rather sin- y ° u r brother tha* impose upon s lmple -
gu lar a p p e a r a n c e . H e was short and m i n d e d folk, and lead them t o be l ieve 
s turdy o f f r a m e , and dressed In oid, n i ° * t h e * r n e lghbors . I'll aver , t h a t 
r u s t y b r o w n w o o l e n clothes , w i t h knee- there ' s never y e t been m a n o r spiri t 
breeches a n d s t o c k i n g s , w h i l e his heavy a h o u t Rolff H o u s e that would^pass for 
shoes h a d broad steel b u c k l e s . H i s face * hobgobl in a s readily a s y o u ; a n d If 
w a s a l m o s t covered u p by a heavy **** d e v i l e v e r had half a s s a f e a hold 
growth o f s n o w y w h i t e heard t h a t de- o n o l d M a g n u s Rolff a s h e h a s on you , 
soended a n d s w e p t his breas t . Under- t h , n m * 5 ' th* ***** h a v e m e r e y u p o n 
neatb. Jatt» Iwfcvy, gr i zz l ed e y e - b r o w e a ; W m -** . . . 
pair of k««n. p l « * s a n t fclue e y e s gazed Vht* M t c a u s e a * « > w • * l aughtor a n d 
out. H i s gwwwml a p p e a r a n c e w a a that *** difiooinntnre « f Mr. S a c k t t t . B u t h e 
of a n toieUifto*. s e l f -possessed o l d fel- , *»?}» !&•***: 
low. with-p»»*bly a large portion ol . ^ 1§t *?•?• «ny it wfco can, 
eccentricity aa* individuality done u5 thtt^g a«M» thtaga and queer utorieii 
in big c«Bp*»itio».. mm sturdy franw **•»* * » , a »«•*• I don't auppoM old 

w a y b e led a wild life for years , t i l l he m o p e o f , t g e n t i e m e n . t o - n i g h t . " 
a t last b e c o m e captain o f a cruiser him- j A 1 , k n e w t h e l a n d l o r d t o D e a m a n o t 

self . I t la t r u e t h a t s o m e of these prl- h l s w o r d a n d h e w a s r e c o g n l z e d d l o . 
v a t e e r s were l i tt le be t ter t h a n p irates ; t a t o r l n h l 8 o w n b a r r o o m . So t h e c o n -
b u t If y o u n e Van Buysen w a s gu i l ty v # r B a t i o n turned to o ther subjects , or, 
o f any c r i m e s aga ins t t h e i n n o c e n t , no lt t h e forbidden topic w a s d i s c u s s e d , lt 
o n e k n o w s It n o w . T h e t a l e s about 
h i m t h a t h a v e floated down t o our day 
a r e t h e ver ie s t goss ip . But he g a i n e d 
riohes b y h i s adventurous l i f e o n the 
h i g h s e a s : a n d , o n c e whi l e i n the port 
of N e w York, returned from a cruise , 
a n event occurred to h i m t h a t decided 
h i s future l i f e . H e met a f a i r maiden, 
a t the first s i g h t o f w h o m h e was des­
p e r a t e l y e n a m o r e d . 

"He fo l lowed h e r up. discovered her 
n a m e a n d w h e r e a b o u t s , and resolved 
on winning h«»r. S h e w a s the daughter 
of a poor art i s t , n a m e d Lebrun, who 
b a d come to t h i s c o u n t r y to p l y h i s art, 
b u t found p o o r r e m u n e r a t i o n In the 
r u d e c o n d i t i o n of the c o l o n i e s a n d the 
l a c k of pub l i c tas te . B u t poor a s he 
w a s , h i s l o v e for His daughter was 
greater than his love o f money. He 
w a s angered at t h e a t t e n t i o n s of the 
r ich, d i s s i p a t e d sai lor to h i s love ly 
d a u g h t e r , a n d , to e s c a p e them, he fled 
w i t h h e r f r o m t h e city, and c a m e to 
t h i s lonely hamlet . But Rolff Van Buy­
s e n was not t o be b a u l k e d . H e ferreted 
o u t the ir w h e r e a b o u t s , and follewed 
h i s s w e e t h e a r t to this place. He had 
real ly s u c c e e d e d in w i n n i n g her heart , for 
he was h a n d s o m e and well-educated, 
a n d had a s t r o n g e l e m e n t of t h e heroic 
in his charac ter . So a t last the poor 
ar t i s t w a s f a i n to give way, and con­
s e n t to a u n i o n for h i s d a u g h t e r t h a t he 
did not approve . 

" M a g n u s Rolff, a s he ca l led himself, 
w a s married In d u e t i m e t o the faie 
m a i d e n of h i s love . In the h e y d e y of 
h i s happiness , he r e s o l v e d on building 
t h e finest country house in t h e w h o l e 
colony f o r t h e keep ing o f his bride. So 
Rolff H o u s e w a s bui l t , a n d a wonderful 
s t ruc ture it w a s ln the e y e s o f the hon­
est burghers. All t h a t I s really k n o w n 
of the m a r r i e d life of A g n e s L e b r u n is 
t h a t she bore h e r h u s b a n d two children 
a boy a n d a girl, and died. Magnus 
Rolff l i ved o n s o m e years after the 
d e a t h o f his write. He never filled her 
place , w h i c h w o u l d s e e m to be g o o d 
proof t h a t h e l o v e d her truly. S o m e 
t i m e a f t e r h e r death , h o w e v e r , he in­
s ta l led In Rolff H o u s e a s Its m i s t r e s s a 
s i s t er w h o c a m e from Europe . T h a t 
s i s t e r Is the p r e s e n t mis tres s of R o l f l 
House . She w a s then a y o u n g and 
h a n d s o m e w o m a n , o f fine educat ion a n d 
g r e a t force o f character , and s h e s o o n 
g r e w to h a v e a b s o l u t e contro l of Ro l f l 
H o u s e a n d a l l i t s i n m a t e s . j 
^ T l i w e c a m e a d * y w i w i U a g n t i i 

w a s ln l o w a n d caut ious tones . 

[To be continued.] 
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