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WHAT MONKS DONE.

A FEW FACTS IN BEGARD TOTHE
“LAZY, USELESS MONKS."”

Monastie Orders Kept Allve the Spirit
of Religion, Learning and (ivilizs-
tion in the Dark Days of the
Western Empise.

One of the most wonderful books in
the world, a perfect treasury of his.
torical information touching monustic
and civil life during the period from
the foundation of Monte Cassino up to
the end of the eleventh century, is the
« Annals of the Order of St. Benediot.”’
The ‘‘Arpals’’ is the last work of Jean
Mabillon.
70 years, published four volumes, cora-
pleted the fifth, and then eutered into
rest. And yet this huge work is oaly
a small part of tne works of Mabillon.
He gave to the world fifteen folios,
eight quartos, seven douyble duodeci-
mos and twelve octavos, nol to men-
tion 8 multitude of pamphlets and
minor treatises.

Apropos of these wonderful “An-
als” it is well to say & few words re-
garding monasticism, medizval and
modern, in the hope that some of our
readers may be tempted to pursue the
subject further.  There wis a time
when it was the fashion with a certaia
class of intellects to discourse on the
dark days of monastic ignorance and
saperstition; to ignore the vast services

of the monastic orders to the cause of

learning and civilization aud to pic-
tare them as associations of fat and
lazy drones whose chief aim in life was
to make themselves comfortable. The
only ideas a great many people have
about monks are those aerived from
ancient prejudices, confirmed by the
poetry of certain poets and the pictures
of certain artists. Amrd yet there in
at hand’at least one book which

vindicates the glory and reputation of

monastoism, Montalembert's *‘Monks
of the West."

The monastic idea, to begin with, is
criticised very freely to-day. The fscts
are that men retired into monasteries
for the purpose of preserving their
souls undefiled from the allurements
of the world, just as the prophet Elias
retired from the moral corruption of
his generation to the banks of the Jor-
dan. They sacrificed all that self-love
hald dear, all that corrupt nature longs
to enjoy. If this be reprehensible the
spiris of the gospel.is wrong. Bat the
Iatest objection is formulated as fol-
lows: '*We admit that it is good to re-
tire into monasteries for the purpose
you describe, but you must remember
that by so doing men escaps buman
responsibilities; that they ceaseto ful-
&1l the purpuse for which God has given
them life.”’ Napoleon I. had views of
the same sort, He considered that
monasticism is the enemy of modern
society inpsmuch as the chief duty of
the citizen is to raise up ochildren for
the defense of the state.  Behind all
this lie wrong conceptions of life and
of the state.

The great objection to monasticism
is the obligation of celibacy, and that
objection is urged against the secular
priesthood and all religious communi-
ties to-day. Those who urge ebjections
of this sort eompletely ignore theex
istence of such a thing as a divine vo-
cation, on the subject of which the
Founder of Christianity has spoken
plainly enough. As to the objection
that the religious life is an evasion of
buman responsibilities, it is hard to
see the force of it. Whatare the *'re-
sponsibilities’’ in question? Are they
actual? Ifso, then the conduet of a
man who leaves his wife and children
to ssruggle for themselves while he re-
tires to & life of prayer, study and se-
csugion, is neither rational ner salu-
tary. Are they contingent responsi-
bilities, obligatisns that may arise? In
this sense they are net responsibilities
at all. There can be no obligation not
to fly from them. Suppose, moreover,
:Eat.a man ﬁn;l; himagelf unablebzﬁface

e prospeet of futnre respousibilitics,
md%voip;s taking on himself burdens
to whish he does mot feel hineself
ealled.  Then, if the principle that
charity begins at home is a sound ene,
his retirement from the world is in
every way commeudable. Man’s first
duty is to God. His next is to hiw-
self, and, lastly, te his neighbor, whem
he musi love as himself.

To the objection that men ceaseto
be useful by the fact of becomsing
monks, the best amswer is to poins to
the worke of utility which monks have
promoted whersver they wemns. Andif
usefalness alone is the ebject of our
ereatioti, they of sll men, have #ful-
filled that object.

During the period which sueeesded
the fall of the Western Empire aad
during which Eurcpe was im & state of
chaos, Bt. Benedict came forward tof

He began it at the age of

struetion of a chapel to be called and

sess of building at mid time, tham,and
 in %mt ev ent, - this bequest skll be
o1l ’

edge, and funnded there an asylum of
piety and genias. To that spot flocked
the young and noble to be instructed
in sacred and profanelearning. Going
forth they spread among those with
whom theycams in contact the bless.
ings they had received. Itis not ten
much to say that the monks wore the
channels through which the dead civ:
ilization of Greece and Rome were dif-
fused throughout Europe and became
the pioneers of Western Christendom.
The great order which 8t. Benedict
founded passed the Alps and spread
eastward. northward and westwaid,
regenerating and civilizing the Huns
along the Danube, the fierce tribes t hat
inhabited Gaul. the rude Swedes and
Norwegians and the idolators of
Britain.

The men who did these things were
hardly useless. But they have other
claims upon the gratitude of the world.
It must not be forgotten that the prea.
ervation of the Greek and Roman
classics is entirely due to the monks
Nor shorld the £act be overlooked shat
vearly all the ascient wubiversities of
Europe owa their establishment to
these men,and that the greatest teach.
ers therein were the wearersof the mo-
nastio habit. They copied the Serip-
tures and the classicsin thedays whes
manpuscrips transcription was the sole
means of multiplying books. And
when this process at last gave way to
the art of printing they promptly
adopted and encouraged the new
method. Nor was their activity con-
fined to merely copying or printing
the works of others. The works of the
Mopastery of St. Maur alone almaost
equalled in their day the joint publi.
cations of all the Protestant universi-
ties of Earope. As editorsthey were
unrivalled, and the Benedictine edi-
tions ot the Fathers have never been
superseded.

But there is another point to which
we wish to invite attention. The
monks were ot given exclusively to
prayer and to study.  Manual labor
formed an importantitem in theirlife.
This provision of the Rule has been
the source of numnerous benefits o ag-
riculture and commerce. They went
to the mountsin side and soon it was
clothed with orchards and vineyarda.
They went to some noxious marsh and
soon converted it into fair meadpws.
The prenetrated into the woods and
goon rich flelds bloomed in the midst
of thedreary wild. The torests of
Germany, the marshes of Brittany,the
desert places of Champagne, the fens
of the Tagus. the wastes of Bavaria,
all were brought uuder caltivation by
the monks. They traveled in foreign
countries and carried home with them
vew plaptsand grains which they
judged to be useful. They built roads
and bridges —too many to enumerate
—they fuusded cities and towns, they
gave an impetus to the corn trade of
Poland and the linen trade of Siberia;
they established harbors on the shores
of the Baltic in the interests of com-
mergce; they cared for the sick and in
firm, they built establishments corres-
ponding with onr modern hospitals,
sud were skilled in the medical science
of theirday,they did for the poor what
the public poor houses are now doing
for the indigent. Perhaps they were
too generous, but the fact remainsthat
the dissolution of the monasteries in
England brought the state face to face
with 8 npew and ever-growing dif&-
culty—that of providing for the poox.
These are some of the benefits that
the “‘lazy, useless’’ monks conferred
on society in the monastie age. The
memory of them isone thatCatholies
ought to cherish despite the calamnies
of a hostile ard ignorant generation.

MRS, KELLY LEFT MUCH %O OHARITY

The will of Margaret Kelly, widow
of banker Bageme Kelly, has been
filed for probate.

Archbishep Corrigan ie to rescive
$200,000 under Mrs. Kelly's wili,
which says: :

‘It is my request and desirs, how-
over, that the smid sum hereby be-
queathed and any incresse by imtereat
shall be used in amd toward the con-

knowa as the Lady Chapel, at the
esst end of 8t. Patrick’s cathedral en
Fifth avenue. This expression of my
desire, however, is not.to be eonstrueed
lu any way as limiting the owmershi
thereof. In the event that the Tady
Chapel shall huve been bailti atthe
time of my death or sball be en pro-

Bequests are algo made of 810,000
to Bt. Vimcant's kospital, $10,000 to
B Jehn's seminary and $5,000 te

the Tabernacle@ocisty of the Convens

the height of Monte Casino he raisel UNIQUE SOOIETY OF YOUNG LADIRS]
the standard of religion and knc:vwl-!
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Whose Object Is to Fornish a Barrier

Against Bvil Assssiations and

Comdugt, =~ *

L

membershipand most excellent in the
ends which it proposes to accomplish, .
is the Young Ladies' Society of St.
Theresn, attachked to 8t, James church, '
in Baltimore, which celebrated the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its organi-
zation recently. It pays sick, death
and mearrisge benefits, is compoeed
solely of unmarried young wumen,and
its chief intent is to furnish a barrier
against evil associations and conduct.

The constitution places a limit to
the time during which admission to
the society can be gained. When the
young girl is just blouming into
womanhood, and her fifteenth birth.
day has been reached, she becomes
eligible to membership, and from that
until the sge of thirty is reached ehe
cap jein. Once allmitted the young
lady may remain 8 member until her
death, unless she, as pearly all of her
siaters have done, decides to get mar.
ried; when, by the rules of the associ-
tion, she ceases to be a member.
When she takes that step the go-
ciety has no further use for her., A
certain sum of money is paid to her,
proportioned to the number of years
she has been o member, and she is out
adrifl,

It is not to be supposed, however,
that the society discourages matri-
mony. On the contrary, the members
unite to give their fellow member. a
handsome seud off aid amist in &
body at the wedding.

If the objeot of the society had been
to look with disfavor on the masrisge
tie, its history would prove that it had
been a failure, but such has not been
the caze. At the time of its organiza-
tion there were but forty-seven charter
members. Since then about soventy of
its members have been married, andit
now has about the same number upon
its rolla,. Of the original members
only four remain, the others having
married or died or joined some one of
the orders.

To receive the marriage benefit, the
constitution provides that the young
bride-to-be’s choice, if she chooss a
husband from one of the other Catho-
lic parishes of the ity or State, must
meet with the commendation of the
spiritual director of the soolety, who
is the rector of Bt. James’ church.
Similar to those who enter the mar-

who enter a convent. They receive
the same benefitand are no longer re-
gerded as members of the society.

thirteen of the young ,women have

retain membership, and in general the{
maiden’s conduot must be circums
and correct. The sovisty of young
men of careless orloose morals is pre-
bibited and long courtships ' are

no prospect of & wedding is in sight,
she ig admonished by hersisters of the
society. When this warning is re-
peated several times and she fails to
give him up, she is expelled by the]

dom meed for such a procedure.

seamed mister,

the treasury of over
are one dollar and » half
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‘““Let thy chant be full of gtsviiy 3

and poor: let it be swest yet without:
lovity; and whilst it plesses the ear]

wpirit. It shouldniot contradics the
ssuse of thy words, bus rather enhsnos
it. For i is no sli

of the sense by the levity of the ehanks
sad to havlo d‘i?; attegﬁon dmmh'm»&
mere voes! ‘whouwe ought toi
be thinking of o b-is aung. © iy

o sllay cosl.

. . - |gree
A soclety unique in its charaeten | Iri
both interesting and charming' in its}

riage state is the conMition of those!.

Daring the past twenty-five years|

selected the religious life. Oertain |not lik
religious duties must be performed to|the be

pect {0

frowned upor. After & young lady|s’
has kept company with a young man {1
for & reasonable length of time, and}:

organization, There is, however, sel- | !

Thedeath, like the marriage bene: | thas
fits, are the greatér the longer the{the
membership continwes, A deputa.will;
tion attends the funeral of each de-}yo!
. The sick benefits ave}(Which
two dollars a week. Since ite or: i
ganization the society has paid outjn
$3,512.17, and & balance Temains in j{ree
$500. The dues}in

let it be neither worldly nor too rmde}b

lot it move thy heart. It should slle}:
{vinte sadness, and calm thy sugry|Boo

ght loss of apiritusd {4i
Plgrace to be distracied from the pro

they are pretty solidly defunct. -
year of grace.  The Irish bagpips -
following the Irish harp to'the musty
realm, where old Time piles bl huae| fay
ber. The pity ofit, tol Fox wasit|T)
ot the sweetest of all the gremt pipe|oayrest

fomily-—Persian, Indisn, Highlind, g fust wh
Lowland, Norththumberland or|g;
Iialian ? Many of my renders msy ve'fty
member ‘the merry old Irish piper}
whose notes usedfor many & yesr hent
time to the clikety-clak of the train

that ran between Doblin and Ki%:-
The

towa twenty golden years ago,

old witard was an artist in his way.}:
He made the most of ‘the gremt tome:
pres of his inatrument, of s awoet,
mellow dreamy roeds, and ‘the:. three-
keyed dronm in his- hands produced
range of musical “effets heyond the
furthest resch.of any -othex meraber ;
the bagpipa family—even of ths loud-ly
voioed, ear-aplitting, - agpresive, air-
torturing, two-man Italian, dive, The
old Dublin-Kingstown mimtrel wka]on
;me :fi: té;a, Iﬁl‘!{;fg hin yace. Tgk:ﬁam‘ ‘
an of the Irish bagpipe is perhapeupe
on the scene, An%ipx ‘e'spgclnim%?gga_ i
rare even upon his native hemeth, as| haw
the Notornis Mantelli is in New Zes~
land. Only~-hisliving price is:not
eohigh - < 7

pri 1 Iroal) whio admire nokility

But the &aé;ﬁphﬂfbﬂfgpi’" il;no rs| * ‘The ordsr of Mel | oter wnd  magi
the Scot from Chins to Peru; snd from | wondéxful power - wharever in the world orut w
the BIoff to Franx Joseph Tand, The|okrrionwith it thé bl

flarae of patriotism burns. ss° brightly {earthly dignisics,
on the altar of Pat’s heart ss on To-|with it s great d
nal’s. - But Tonal has. dons-vastly|n
more- to.-preserve -the- coafumaes;. old |
traditions, > old- folk - wopgs: aud old
mes of his. native heath. . And
hence the bagpipesuryives,' sad you|
bearitswild swiel throughout m‘%@
—the Southern Seotin - aayon -might
inany Hielar’ Banletin Bonnie Soot~
innd.”. For foreiguern the rowic of the |
Bcottish bagpipe iv an aoquired “tiste. |
Gilbert.axpresses the 3desin this wisex{of'
“A Sassenach chfal may bepoullybailh © othes’”.
He “’“{fﬁ‘%“’h"e & sporran, & bonmel 50 | Ty oo
Stick a skean on his Hose—wear s aeré o

_stripes~ L U
Bu he ﬁcangot. ssmine a0 Affeetion farlin
And e sings of one Clogolketty | =*" "
Apgus MeClan's - 7 - TR0 T 0

alighted ihe ) THAY &

“Allday and all night he B}
shialy o PSCCNE NS

With an{gﬁerjug-ﬁplbm ochy and” Figpty! T -
reols,” . - et

Which sounds decidedly
But then, it mightbe :
gued, tho taité for 1mos

capacity which d
wapr of 187 tha
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