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region. It would alse epen up msny
possibiitles i agriegiture that &am

AROUND PUERTO RICO, meioss memmsinasn
« principal towns ard cides. This would
S ' be & convenlence, for, fourteen houn
Life Among the Natives, Their
Industries and Their
ldiosyncrasies.

in a carriage is & Bxrd amd tiving jour
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ney, even over that best of rosds from

San Juan to Poaece The natives are
too conservative to appreciate st onet

Great Enthusiasm With Which Amer-
. cans Are Greeted 1 the

the American mede of business and
Ancent Cit:.

in bigh In Cubay
seemtba thmhmmhhﬁfe
mmmde in taking them ad Hbitum, and |
the more liquor one buys the maore .
money he gets! To study the thing.
et it was this way: Thm WAR 26
aver Spanioh Bolo: ok 0 r o e
e &h gold, an per cen '
lebgug’;sm a3 compared with amer .
Thus, out of the original Americin)
fwe-dollar goldpiece I hought 2ight ex-
pepsive drinks and stii had $0,80.ip
ailver—and dlscovered afterward
the barkeeper had switdied me- out
of 15 cents change.

In the Cuban calendsar there ave: ni|
fewer than 250 “holy days Sundays
included, in which pobody can be leg:
slly compelled fo labor—nelther the
man servant, nor the maid ‘servant,
mr the ax, nor. the ass, por, perforee:

Some of the Difficulties the
Visitor Encounters in the
- Exchange of Money.

THE SHARPER'S TRAIL

American Coins Which Have Bear
Punctured Circulate With
Great Freedom.

Amerlcan enterprize, still in some de
partments of industry much may un
doubtedly be done by American energy
snd ability. There may he something
in sugar, but the Dest opportunity fo
extension and improvement seems 4
be in tobacco and coffe. But, uniike s
newly settled country, Puertd m«:o is
Be place for & poor mam. Land’ls dear
and the isiand appears to be a place
for capitat to develop ip ways that will
enrleh the Investor and give to its em:
ployes a better epportunity for a bettel
Hving.

But woe betide the eager American
with meagre capital, while looking
sbout for an openting; he soon drop¢
fnto the prevalent indelence. It is o

geonsmd Agganaiqd @rdm ;
oi Sanﬂage Fosta

Splendid Chances for Ameriean Capital
and Brains—The Well Bullt OCaiverts
Aleng the Rallreads—3lest Opportuntty
for Extension and Improvement Sscan
te be Tobacce and Coffre.

Albert Gardner Robinson, a news

Everyday Lite tn the Iale af To-Morrow— within the gates.. With| :
A Pusiling Currency—Dlsaase-Byredius mdmr’ defem,nce 10, B
shinplasters—Holy Days Galors-The 3
Guriens Cosntrivance fer Drinking, Wi ee
—How the Courting 1s Done,
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paper correspondent, went with the
army of Gen. Miles last Summer into
Puerto Rico. He wrote a1 the time ac
counts of the varied series of almost
bloodless conquests and peaceful viet
ories that marked the line of advance.
Be also kept his eyes open and learned
a great deal about the Puerto Ricans,
thelr mode of life. their industries, and
thelir idiosyncrasies.
Mr. Robinson says:
of the expedition to Puerto Rlco
and its Jjourney there have been
told many times. | had quarters
on the transport I. H. Miller,
which carried regulars, including
Ligbt Battery ¢ of the Seventh United
States, Artillery, amd some cavalry.
with 180 horses. YWe bhad four boats
and one life raft. Not one of the boats

“The departure

the air and in the life. For a time it
fs possible to fight {1, but the convic
tion grews that ultimately one must
yield to it and seeept manana as the
law of life”

AMERICAN GIRLS IN CUBA

The Natives Laok U pon Uur Women With
W onsler Amnasement.

The Americans are naturally the
wonder apd amizement of the Ranti
ago natives. The entire nervous sys
tem of the city Is dally bLelng shocked
by the new =ights and the pew events
sluce Aluerica toob poessesstion . The
pedple hete are accustomed to a very
formal wny of speech aaed action. They
walk as If every step were studled, and

days of her reconstruction can bring

can greenbacks;
ensler to carty than guld, and. the pre
wiom on them 8 the same. LI be

draws on home through one of ths
island banks, he will find that the
cashier’'s charges for the accommeda
tion are quite In keeping with the

of. The hotel-keepers stll  pequire
but will readily allow 6 per ¢outl, on
Awmerican bills.  The local werchunts
are glad to get our greeuhacks at the
sate rate in exchange for thewr good»
or the coln of the country, because
wost of thelr business I8 doae in New

The cnnmet betveen o\lr'

no better financlal prop than Amerié
they are so muek

brings the usual letter of chedit o

Cuban idea that everytning Ameticak
is lawful prey. to bLe made the wost

thelr pay on the basis of Spanish gold.

. tmm and
the Philippine insuwgeits in ' the sib-
urbs of Manila will-glve interest 1 8.
mote detailed d&acv&pt!oz; ot ihe clty |
and its surroundings thin. uma D
poured. 'Lhe Jelanl of | umn 18 in Jilll%
l&tltmie from sgwnt: ﬁ{‘”m
wide, but the " Boay - of ?alum gt
into its western side adwut thirty 1y
miles, and the Laguns do: mm, iy tlm 4
faterlor, occuples more thi Heé
wiles of ita width. . The .Puals Bivex
runs from the iaguna. of Imke, throygh.
the city into the bay, anh #s wxndlngs

OCHURCH OF MONSERRATB. HATANZAS
saints and angels this ouzkt to be the

of
in

make 1t about Blteerr ubles long, | ;g ata
the bend batween luy and Jake, wouth

The naval argany

the river, from old Ailato csmm. Cahi
less than ten ml{gs ks,
aiid band e

most religious country under the =un;

at Oavite are on & Joiad, or hook,

but, unfortunately, after msty prayers
in the exrly morning tbe matives em-
ploy the remainder of their feast days
in bull-baiting, cock-fighting, the lot-
tery. the ball, the theatre, instead of
Attendance on heavenly personsges, !
Sunday is the great gela day of
the week, distinguished by the
added Ddrillancy aof every street
sceng In the best clotbws of 1the
populace, bolsterous masquerade pro-
cessions, tenfold activity in shops, sa-
loona and theatres, and nolay parsist-
ency of lottery vendera, Bull fighting
s a8 dear to the native heart as ever,
though owing to hard times the ex-
pensive amuseent I8 now confined to
a few of the larger cltice and certaln
sepeons of the year. But the Cuban
village must be poor indeed which lmg
not its several cock-pits in full blast a
least one day in seven, whereln crowds
of men bet thefr last real on favorite'
birds and go wild with excitement over‘ o B
the edifying spectacle of two miser; | -y

able roostera clawing emch other to

projects in o cnrvade Tashion
‘large bay, partly opelodug  fhe
bay of Bacoor, anfoms wii
the Toad to Maniin e \h&mml ¢
town of Bacoor. . :
Thougd it 1s only st wevein i
In & diceot llne-moross Uie waten
Onvite to. Mamla, 1%t difteen
the road, which wi i

e tz.b:‘:f Bl et
ainte, &bOU L
ters trom the ‘&:a . 1

the more enlightened talk with the ut
most preciseness. The free and easy-
golng way of the visitors is astounding
to them. The Aruerlcan comes out
with his hearty laugh, pot caring who
is around, asd thre daiuty seporitas
look at one apother in wonderment.
An American girl 18 the most inter-
esting of all sights to themn. They
watceh her o silent amazewent from
the time she appears in view untll she
has turned the cormer. They seem to
think the American woman the most
wonderful of all earthly objects.
The Bantlago ladies, no matter how
hot the day, slways dress in black
when they appear on the Plaza
de Arma at “"la tarde” for the
usual evening's promenade. The other
evening an American girl was there
in a blood-red costume, made of
sotue kind of thln. flowlng gauze tha
terial 8he promenaded with young
United States oflicers, and the rising of
the sun at midulght would pot have

-] would have lved in a heavy seaway.
and one or two of them would hardly
bave flogted on & mill pond tlad any

York, Philadelphia, Roscwan and Bald
tuore on the credit system, and the
notes are conveilent for transporta-
tion svithout the expense of getting
them changed into another form. Bnt
the cabmien. porters, servants and oth-
ers of thelr class, accustomed to belng
cheated at every tura by thelr late
rulers, with have pothing to do with
any motey that they do wot under-
stand and Insist en the familtar 20-
cent pleces of the lsland, Arerican
dimer and nickels and copy. s for
small change, or the dirty, beggar-
handled, disease-infested shinplasters.
If you uffer them an American half-
dollar, fresh and shining from the
mint, they will eye it doubtfully, try-
lng its edges with their teeth and ring
It on the sidewalk, if they do not re-
use It outright.

Sume sharper of other days seems
to have floated Cuba with American
sllver five and ten-cent pleces, after
having pupched a fruction out of each
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(USTOM HOUSE AT MAYAUUEZ
of the possibilities of an ocean voyage

occurred. bad fire broken out, or had
we run {nto one of the hurricanes inct
dent to that reglon. the soldiers of the
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Unlted States would have heen ex
posed to dangers and to risks which
might have been greatly modified by
the issuance of proper orders, which
would have kept the ships within hail-
ing distance of each other, or by the
provision of an adequate equipwent of
bosats and rafts "

“On the night of Aug. 2 the transport
dropped anchor off the harbor of
Ponce. Here the men heard for the
first ime of the landing at Guanica of
the detachment from BSantiago, and of
the surrender of I'vnce, without a shot
being fired.

As soon as possible, | made my way
to Ponce, which Is a sort of compound
place. It consists of the city proper,
some two mlles inland, and of the port
city La Playa. Here 1 first had a
goud chance to obserte the natives of
the lower classes. Men, women, and
children appear to occupy the bulk of
their timme In eating mangues, that
fruit which l.ady Brassey su aptly de
sceribes by pronouncing it to be one of
the most delicious of fruits, but to be
<dten only In one's bathtub. When not
busy eating mangoes, scores of these
prople parade the streets and the
Ponce roads in search of wealth.

I was met everywhere with expres-
glons of joy as an American who had
helped to bring about the chaunge of af-
faira. The better class 2 citizens
showed me the most cordial hospitality
whenever the occasion offered. But
the satisfaction of a gentleman whom
1 met was less vociferous thap that
displayed by our walter in a eafo where
another citizen was asked his feellng
in the matter of the change of affairs.
The walter overheard the question,
and quite brought down the bouse by
bis vigorous howl of ‘Viva los Ameri-
«<xnos.  ‘But the ssme sentiment ap-
pears to pervade all classes. A local
paper changed its title to La Nueva
Era, Ano 1. Numero 1. (The New Era.
Year 1. Number 1.)

In doe time I reached San Juap.
What most struck me on the journey
was the excellence of the great
has been written. Concerning the rail-
ailitary road about which so much
ways of the Island, the average
speed of which i{s sixteen miles an
hour, the roadbed is fairly good and
the well-built culverts, where the line
crosses the little streams, might well
be imitated by many a railroad in the
States. But the lines are short and run
along the coast. Puerto Rico needs a
a proper railway system, and it needs
American eapital and American brains

attracted more attention. But the
thing which threw the swhole city into
commotion was the appearance of a
youug Awerican girl on the plaza rid-
ing a wheel and wearlng a white cos
tume with a short skirt. Such a thing
a8 a girl’s riding a wwheel was never be-
fore dreamed of In Kantiago. This fair
American cyclist was doubtless out for
the purpose of having a little fun and
she succeeded in astounding the na-
tives with sn event they would talk
about for a lifetime under usual copndl-
tions.

No less amazed was S8antiago soclety
when a Chicago lady appeared at a
fashionahle reception in full evening
dress It was square-neck decollete
gown. Santiago woruen had seen such
thinge fo pictures. but they did not be-
llese the ilustrations true te 1ife until
the Chtcago belle stood before them as
the llving exemplar.

T~ Armr's Sloge Guns

The heavy fleld artillery which was
taken to (‘uba with (lenera] Shafter's
expedition has been returned to the
Washington arsenal. The guns repre-
sent the highest type of movable ord-
nance possessed by the United Btates
Army, and it is doubtful {f it is sur-
passed in efectiveness and power by
the siege pleces of European Powers.
It was disappointing to the ordnance
experts of the Army, who have been
indefatigably petfecting these weap-
ons for the last five years. To them
the caimpaign of Santiago was not a
slege technically, but an assault, and
it was therefore not possible to use si-
ege artillery. The operations were so
rapld, and the progress of the firing
line toward the objective city was
achieved in such a ahort time, that no
opportunity was permitted to bring up
the heavy howitzers which were to be
relied upon to make the Spanish
trenches speedily untenable, as well as
demolish the fortifications. For a si-
ege the light artillery proved wholly
ineffective, just as experienced ord-
nance officers knew it would. El1 Caney
was fired at half a day by a light bat-
tery, which did no real barm, and the
town was finally taken by an aggres-
sive Infantry charge. Simlilar condi-
tions prevalled In the capture of 8an
Juan HIill. and Santiago fnally capit-
ulated without being damaged by
army fire.

It was sald that the Army slege guns
were not utilzed because the roads
were too poor to Fermn transportation
of such heavy welghts to the front. but
the expert artﬂlerists declare” the 4-
inch tires of the heavy guns will go
anywhere that Army wagous can go.

These guns are of two kinds—the 7-
inch howitzers and the 5-lach guns.
The howitzers weigh 3,700 pounds

|

A STREET IN PONCE

The first company in the
fleld IS likely to hold@ a monopoly. as a
disfrict which is hardly half the slze
of the State of New Jersey does not
present unlimited chances for competi-
tion. It is therefore quite desirable

towns in Negros are Jimamaylan, Du- | American goldplece in payment. ‘The } wealtening in Jume and Oct: mopsment of {
that such an enterprise be essayed by maguete, Bais and Bacolod.’ The last | “smile-dispenser™ th
bounafide operators. Some four or five named is the administrative centre, et b orsy Sudled long with f8l he ond of the ' yeur, th@ wﬂeeﬂ oy

hundred miles of track are all that
would be necessary, and perhaps all
that would be desirable, at present.
The belt line should be completed. It

farge sugar plantations, and sugar so well 08 A8,
‘wounld draw from and supply the low- raising is the principal occupationgot ﬁ?ﬁ,"g back to ?;’.f :ﬂ%&?&pgg v 7’1’ inqhel, mnmg »#p
:}m:d bord;:e::l 1;u:e co:.st; zgni% %:d by of :he hihamanm In x:he Bscalante |'Spanish ﬁve-ao!hf dpfece 'rg}‘ T m &ﬂh
clug so econem e ex- rs on endld tobaceo wi, -7
sne of wmarketng the sugal' crop, ‘ : are o | was easier rﬁrh ?

each, and when on the road their trun-
nions fit in the sockets at the rear of
the carriages, being placed in the for-
ward gockets only when firing. They
throw a 125-pound shell over an effect-
ive range exceeding five miles, using

a charge of eight pounds of smokeless
powder.

N Great Wealth of Negros.

Negros is ranked among the eleven
largest islands in the Philippine archi-
pelago, its approximate aren being 2,
300 square miles. The total popula-
tion, according to the latest Spanish
statisties, is 204, 669.

Negros iies parallel to Ceby. and is
separated from that island by a strait
about fifteen miles wide. The largest

Consldering its size, Negros is re-
garded by some authorities as the rieh-
est in the archipelago. There are many

‘ along the coast are in al
which is the prlm;xp7l '!_ndusi,;ry o:«tﬁat“sute of eﬁmvfmu. - A %1'
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for his own profit.
course of A day’s transaction in any
ope among them

value without question, but the Isl-
anders appear to place most confi-
dence in the coin that has the greatest
number of holes in it, as a proof that
it is gennine—else why did somebody

a *
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GARDEN IN PLAZA, MATANZAS,

{ake the trouble to punch {t? A groat
deal of paper scrip, simfilar to that
used in the United States before the
resumption of specle pavinent, circu-
lates {p Cuba, but with this important
difference: when ours became eoiled
or torn we could exchange it for fiew,
while in Cuba there are no such faclli-
ties, and the fiithy bits of paper, han-
dled by lepers and carried about In
the rags of the lowest classes, become
ro loathgome that one would rather
forego his “change” than touch ft.

One dollar of our silver will pur-
chase at least $2.45 of this scrip, often
more, according to the rate of ex-
change at the moment. Though based
upon nothing, having been jissued in-
discriminately by a bankrupt govern-
ment, it answers all the local neces-
sities of the trade, and is always used
for carfare and small transactions,
One thing is well known, that every
authorized issue of a given sum was
enormously exceeded. Seven years
ago an issue of bank bills of this
small eurrency was intrusted to an
establishment ip the United States,
and $14,000,000 was printed in add.
tion to the authorized amount! All
was duly recelpted for and signed by
the corrunt Spanish officials, who~uo
the quidnucs say—divided the extra
millions among themselves. It Is as.
serted that the Captain-General under
whose administration this finaneis)
stroke was acecomplished came ' to
Cuba a poor man, and two years latey
returned to Spain with 3,000,000 pesos
to his credit. So thrifty were the
pround hidalgos who threw down a
dollar when half of it was due (some-
hody else’s dollar), and sialked
haughtily away, sneering at the
“Yankee plgs” who waited for their
change.

The other day ¥ went into the Cafe
La Luz to treat some of my newly-ar-
rived countrymen. There were foup
of us, and each erdered a different
beverage. 1 threw down a five-dollar

kmitted brow over the knotty problem
of change, and then handed me back
a Spanish fivedollar goldplece and
torty cents in sllver. This pleased th.
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You may pick up
a hatful of these small colns in the

Cuban c¢lty and gever find & whole
Not only do the
mutilated pleces Jass at their face

death.

of the people also finds vent ih domin.
oem, chess, baccarat and a thousand
other games of chatlee and skill, in

privacy of home--and seldom without

hotels, barrooms, clubhouses and uvafs

Into the night on Sundays for gaming
purposes.

The funniest thing In the line of
drinking is to see the Cubans Imbibe
water (rom & “monkey jug.” or perone,
The wvoasel, by the way, which {8 found {
In every house and hotel bed room, !l
s delight to the foreigner, not only by
reasorr of fts artistic bejuty, but be-
cause It keeps the water cool in a com-
paritively iceless country. There are
jugs and jugs of varying shapea and’
signa. The commonest are round and
slender, with two holes in each pear}
the handle, which 1s on top. One hole
through which to pour the water into
the Jug, and the other, fn a knot
which marks the place, is not larger
than the hollow of a goose qulll. It 1
theoldatoryof the bung and the spigot.
Filled with water, the jug ia hung-oh
% peg or.any convenient projection, It

A spot that is dvaughty. The curre,ntc
of miir cause the %c rous

that .the water is rendered cool aild

drinking Is not to touch the 1
with the Hips, but open the miouth’ u{i.

o tiny atreamt trickles down the th
describing & six-inch curve and. ptrl
lng squiire” on the root of the tong

tion of Clenfuegos is tlie Sunday even-
out it I really do not know how the
mamage to mate and marry.

class are kept under rigld restristion:
never permitted to walk abroad alone.
and  constantly watched by parents |y
ahd duennas, as If expected to rush to
the bad if allowed the smallest ophor-
tunfty. This system of eternal vigil-
ance would doubtless become as lrkx
some to the guardians as to the opens’
ing buds were it not 8o seon over. ‘At
the age of thirteen & Cuban girl {s coni-
sidered guite old enough to marry, snd
hér parents hunt ap n son-in-faw with:,
out delpy—unless, as s more ¢om- |
honly the esse, sSoine sub-rosa loyed:
Annownces himself, or & mateh, #d}

 the pair were yet In thelr cradles. The.
beauty and charm of the fair Cubans
ure s evanescént as fereststible whiln)
they last. Like the lovely wild flovwors

Fbut £ade as rapimy The prettiest §
will be plain before she i thirty. dn

side the temperate rzone,

Portn Bicnn Weuather,

. February and Mareh are the.duy;
est months, heavy rains begin in May;
% month earlfer than In  wekt
nba, and continue with a -

figures have been compiled froih
-oft file at a station on the norfhidid
Lshore of the island, These shovw:
rthe zmmm mintgll for 2% yerrm:

The loveterate gambling propensity?

which women may algo indulge in the}

stelkes. The CQuban female goea Intof:
gambling with the same innocent sest]
which distinguishes her alster-women | e
of Northern villages, who nnd ‘thelr | PT_A7
highest ambition realized in the “lone- {12 .
band” prize of progressive euchre, Ii}A
this part of the world every table i

s In requisition all day long and far:

4 perspire, ke like‘a pa ent recovering ~
trom Santiago fever,” and the résult 18| pagy
wholesome. . The Quban fashlon . of

and, holding the fug up, to tilp amﬁui b
Apparently the highest socfal’ instﬁw

young people of the aristocracy wonld |;

Daring.{.
all the week senoritas of the upper |,

o bandsome middle- aged woman s !mt i
to be found in Cuba--if anywhere mm o
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