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THE BROWN CURL.

BY MARY ROWENA COTTER.
Author of the **Two Cousias ™' “A

Heroine of Charity,” and Farmer Carsoa's
Souns.
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CHAPTER L

Aunt Laurs-Markham was a great
favorite among the children of her
brether, with whom she made her
home, anu they never seemed happier
than when they were with her, while
she found the greatest pleasure in the
company of her little nieces and
nephews. Although she had passed
her fortieth birthday, the memory of
herown youthful days was still fresh
in her mind and she possessed those
charming ways which win so many
friends among the young. One of her
greatest attractions was her art of story
telling and the children spent many
pleasant hours listening to the interest
ing tales which she never wearied of
telling them, but what interested the
girls most was to hear of her school
days and some of the old friends whum
she never forgot.

It was  ramny Saturday afternoon
in April and Aunt Laura had gone to
her room to put the things in order
which her little six year old neice had
scattered about that morning - She
had nearly finished when, glancing up
to the top shelf of ber closet, her vyes
rested ona small wooden box, and,
wondering what its contents might be,
she took it down.

The box contaived a few treasures
which she had eaved from those happy
school days now several years passed,
and as she took them out one by one
and laid them on the table, her
thoughts waodered back to the time
when they had been kept sinong ber
dearest treasures, and scarcsly a week
had passed without her looking them
over, then she remembered how she
had packed them away in this box
when she was preparing to go away Jn
a long visit some years ago and had
put them away where they had long
since been forgotten. From this her
thoughts went back to the days when
hey had been collected, and in her
mental vision she saw again many of
the scenes of that time and the dear
old friends she had loved at school
were with her again.

Just then arap came to the door,
and without raising her eyes from the
table she said ‘‘Come in,”’ knowing
that it was one of her brother’'s chil-
dren.

The door opened and a girl of about
fourteen entered. *‘Ohit’'s you Clara,
I am glad you have come,’’ said her
aunt smiling for this was her favorite
among the children.

“‘Yes, auntie,’’ said the girl, ‘it is
go dreary this afternoon, I thought
you must be lonesome, so I have come
up to spend the afternoon with you.

“Thack you,dear,"said Aunt Liaura,
I do not know what ['should do dur
ing your mother's absence it it were
not for you. Itisso lonely without
ber, but she will be home Monday,
and [ think we can keep each other
company until her return.’’

Clara was about to answer when her
eyes fell upen a dark brown tress
which lay on the table. *“What a
beautiful curl,’' she exclaimed, hold-
ing it up and looking at it admiringly.
« “Very beautiful,”” answered Aunt
Laura, “‘but not any more beautiful
than the girl who once wore it"’

“Who was she?’ asked Clars.
Please dgscribe her to me and tell me
all about her.”’

‘‘Her name was Meligsa Chambers.”’
said Aunt Laura.

‘‘Melissn,’” repeated Clara, ‘‘what
a preity name, though so odd.

*‘Yes” said Aunt Laura, ““I always
admired the name, but you wanted me
to tell you about the girl. I first met
her at the Academy of St. in
Detroit, when I was fifteen. Ske
commenced school there in the beginn-
ing of the fall term and for the first
few weeks wasa dey scholar, while I
was & boarder, but about the middle
of October her mother, a widow, was
obliged on account .of poor health
to break up housekeeping and go to a
hotel to board, while Melissa, her only
obild, came to the Academy.

‘“Although three years younger
than myselt, Melissa soon became one
of my dearest friends; and she was
with me more than with those of her

ewn age. [soonlearned that she had
a most loving disposition and was one
of the sweetest girls I ever knew, but
poor Melissa, she was almost s spoiled
child, and | hope she will forgive me
now if I eay she had one fault for
which I can bardly blame ber when I
think of her as she wes then. She
was very fond oflooking in ber mirror,
and too well pleased with the picture
she eaw there. It was the picture of|
a fair childith face, with light blue

lchild, she knew she wass pretty and
she wished others to think so too.

! Her mother often took her away to
;spend Saturday and Sunday with her.

these visits, .which she made about the
middle of April, after she came to the
academy to board, that she complained
of fecling slightly ill. When we were
about to retire she told me that in the
morning she called on & little girl who
was sick, but as the Doctor had not
arrived before she left her, she did not
know whut was the matter-

*We had a private room together
that term, and, although, [ did not
fully realize it then, I bave often
thought eince that it was very fortunate
we did, for in the morning Melissa
had afever and was quite ill. I called
in the mistress of the boarders, and
when she saw how bad Melissa was, she
sent immediately for a physician who,
when e came, said that she had the
scarlet fever. Had she been in one of
the dormitories it would probably have
spread through the whole boarding
school. 1 had had the fever when I
was quite small, #0 there was no fear
for me.

“‘The dormitories and nearly all the
rooms used by the boarders were in
the southern part of the building, while
the infirmary was on the upper floor
of the morth wing. It was there that
Melissa was taken and I begged to be
sllowed to remain with her, atleast
part of the time, but the Sisters ebjec-
ted to this, saying that my dusies
could pot be neglected and if I went to
my classes after visiting her, I would
be exposing my elassmates to the fever.
As it wasnow I was obliged w keep
away from the other girls two days,
but eu the third day I was with them
and in my classes again.

*‘For five days Ionly heard from
Melissa through the sisters, and each
day her condition was reported to be
worse. I cou!dnot study or think of
anything but my little frlend, whom I
feared would die without my seeing
her again. Often duringstudy hour
I found myself so deeply buried in
thoughts of Melissa that I almost for-
got where | was, and when called on
to wecite I could bardly answer a bues
tion. I would drcam of her at night
and awake with a start as if some one
were at my bedside telling me she was
dying.

““I could endure the suspense of being
kept from my friend no longer, for [
felt that she would certainly die and I
must be with her, and on Saturday
moerning [ wept to my room, as usual,
after breakfast, to put my things in
order. This I did very quickly, and
while the mistress of the boarders was
in the durmitory, I stole quietly up
stairs to the infirmary. I looked
around to see that no one saw me,then
pushed thedoor open, and goingin
closed it carefully behind me. The
nurse had gooe out and left Melissa
asleep, trut she awoke when [ enteaed.
*«Oh, Laura,” she said when she
saw me, ‘I amso glad to see you—I
was 8o lonesome without you and told
the Bisters ] wanted to see you, but
they «iid you did not have time to
leave your studies. Why did you
stay away from me so long?

‘I bent over her and throwing ber
arms around my neck she kissed me,
then told me to sit down and remain
with her until the nurse returned, but
[ did not dare to do this, as I must
get back to my room before [ was
found out.

*-How I wish you could remain
with me until I am better,” shesaid.
“The tire would not seem half so long
if you were here, for you could read to
me any tell me stories. The nurse is
so quiet I dom’t like to have to be
alone with her all of the time and you
know mamma cannot be here very
much. se it is very lonesome.”’

*¢At that moment I beard a footstep
in the ball and my first inclination
was to bide but that would be of no
use. The door opened and I looked
up expecting to see the nurse, but in-
stead it was Sister Superior and the
doctor. Hjster leoked at me very
sternly and said, ‘‘Laura why are you
here2 Who gave you permission to
come?"’ -

1 bardly knew what to say after
being so strictly forbidden to come to
the room, for fear of exposing the
othexs to ihe fever, and only bow it
occured to me how rash I had been in
thinking of returning to them without
bavingit koown. I bope you will par-
don me, Sister,’’ I said ¢ for disobey

from Melissa any longer.”  Then
growing bolder, and, Ithink, hardly
realizing what I was saying, I contin-
ued, “‘As wuch as I prize the time
spent in school, I rather give up my
studies than be kept from ber when
she is toill.’ f

Wiy

fully with her long brown curls. Poor|

'POPE LEO'S LETTER.
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‘THE HOLY PATHERS VIEWS ON

*AMERICANISN.”

-Things to be Avelded—TheCatholie
Rule of Lite—The Question Dis
cussed—-The American Church

Commendod.

t‘ardinal:

Eminence that the Holy Father in-

time a pontifieal
‘*Americanism,’’ so-called

will be forwarded to you through M‘:)u-
signor the Apostolic Delegate.

I profit by the present opportunity
to renew the expression of my pro-
found veneration.
haunds, I am your humble servant,

M. CarpinaL RamroLra.

Rome, January 31, 1899,

Pope Leo's letter is as fullows:
To Our Beloved Son, James, Cardi-
nal Gibhons, Cardinal Priest of the

Title Sancta Maria, Beyond the Ti-
ber, Archbishop ot Baltimore:

LEO XIII. Pope—-Beloved Son,
Health and Apostolic Blessing: We
send to you by this letter & renewed
expression of that good will which we

our pontificate to manifest frequently
to you and to your colleagues in the
episcopate and to the whole American
people, availing ourselves of every op-

your church or whatever yoa have
done for safeguarding and promoting
Catholic interests. oreover,we have
often coneidered and admired the noble
gifla of your nation which enable the
A merican people to bealive to every
good work wEich promotes the good
of humanity and the splendor of civil-
ization. Although this letter be not
intended, as preceding ones, to repeat
the words oF praise so often epoken,
but rather to call attention to some
things to be avoided and oorrected;

same spirit of apostolic charity which
has inspired all our letters, we shall
expect that you will take it as another
proof of our love; the more s0 because
1t is intended to suppress certain con-
tentions which have arisen lately
among you to the detriment of the
peace of many souls.

It is kmown to you, beloved son,
that thelife of Isaac Thomas Hecker,
eapeoially as interpreted and translated
in a foreign language, has excited not
a little controversy, because therein
have been voiced certain opinions con
ceroing the way of leading a Christian
life.

We therefore, on account of our
apostolic office, having to guard the
integrisy of the faith and the security
of the faithful, are desirous of writing
to you at more length concerning this
whole matter.

The underlying principles of these
new opinions i8 that, in order to more
easily attract those who differ from
her, the Church should shape her
teachings more in aecord with the
spirit of the age and relax some of her
ancient geverity <nd make some con-
cessions to new opinions. Maany think
that these concessions should be made
not only in regard to ways of living
but even in regard to doctrines which
belong to the deposit of the faith. They
contend that it would beopportune, in
order to gain those who differ from us,
to omit certain points of her teaching
which are of lesser importance, and to
tone down the meaning which the
Church bas always attached to them.
It does not need many words, heloved
gon, to prove the falsity of these ideas
if the nature and origin of the doctrine
which the church proposes are recalled
to mind.  The Vatican Council says
concerning the point; *For the doe-
trine of fiith which God has revealed.
has not been proposed, like a philo-
sophical invention, to be perfsoted b
buman ingenuity, but has been deliv-
ered a8 a divine depoist to the Spouse ]
of Christ to be faitEfully kept and in-]
fallibly declared. Hence that meaning
of the sacred dogmas is perpetually to|
be retained which our Holy Mother,
the Church, has once declared, ner is

under the pretense or pretext of #
deeper comprebension of them.”-—
Constitutio de Fide Catholica, chap-
ter iv.

We cannot consider as altogether
blameless the silence which purposely |
lends to_the omission or megleot of

g
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-‘ . |trine, for ali thy Principles come from

Full Travalation of the Papal Doonments

Most Eminent and Reverend Lord

In a former letter of last October I
had the bonor to makeknown to your

tending to address in due course of
letter concerning

. It now |}y evenled.” - Conet. defide, Uhap.iii.
devolves upon me to remit to vou a

copy of the promised letter, advising
you at the same time that other copies that has been handed down. Such s

Kissing  your

have not failed during the eourse of | that I might save all.”™ Jioset ¢ those ouls Wi ar

8 History proves oleacly that the Apos.|Btriving after Christian_perfection: as | ‘
§ | being superfiuaus, or, indsed, not use- 11y
ful in an =m’“‘h3‘°°“mfﬁ0h~§msz 1 5 ¢

portunity offered us by the progress of | continued *in one and the same doo- ol AT v i
; upon the soulvof the ‘fiithifel s that
hidden jn-

still because it is conceived in that{the church must be the judge, not pri.

Y | ing suthority

gomeof the principlesot Christian doo-| ¥

the same Author and Masaster.

whatsoever I have commanded you,
and behold I am with you all days,
even to the end of the world.”’—Matt,
xxviii.,, 19,

and catholic faith which sre containe

by a solemn judgment or by her ordi-
nary and universal magisterinm, pro-
for belief as having been divine-

Let it be far from anyone's mind to
suppress for any resson any dootrine

policy would tend rather to separate
Cathalics from the church than to

nothing closer to our heart than to

fold of Christ return ‘to it, but inno
other way than the way pointed out
by Christ.

The rule of life laid down for Cath-
olica is not of such a nature that it can
not accommodate itself to the exigen:
cies of various times and places, The
church has, guided by her Divine
Master, a kind and -merciful spirit,for
which reason from the very beginning
abe has been what 8t. Paul eaid of him-
self: ‘I became all thiogs to all men

olio See, to which has bsen intruste
the mission not only of teaching, but
of governing the whole church, has

and the same judgment,” —Const. de
fide, chapteriv.

has been acoustomed to so yield that,
the divine principle of morals bein
kept intact, she has never neglectedto

and genins of the nations which she
embraces.
Who can doubt that she will act in
this same spirit againif the salvation
of souls requires it?  In this matter

vate men who are often deceived b
the apperance of right. In this, all
who wish to escape the blame of our
predecessor, Pius the Bixth, must con-
cur. He condemned as injurieus to
the church and the spirit of God who
guides her in the doctrine contained

Pistola, ‘“that the discipline made and
aporoved by the church should be sub-
mitted to examination, as if the church

heavier than bhuman liberty can
bear.”

But, beloved =on, in this present

is even a greater daunger and a more
manifest opposition to Catholic doc.
trino and discipline in that opinion of
the lovers of novelty, according to

granted the faithful, each one to fol-
low out more freely the leading of his

proper sctivity. ‘They are of opinion
that such liberty has its counterpart.
in the newly given civil freedom which.
is now the right and foundation of al-
most every secular state.

In the apostolic lettersconcerzing
the constitation of states, addressed by.
us to the bishops of the whole church,.

society, and all other social human or-
ganizations which depend simply on
the free will and choice of woen, - -
Itis well, then, to particularly di-

servesas the argument in behalf of)
this greater liberty sought for and
recommended to Catholics.

It is alleged now that the Vatican

hgs been safeguarded and put beyond,
x‘wstion 8 w‘;%e:: 800 freerp field both |
or thought and action lies open¥oi
ench one. But such reasoning i evi-|
dently faulty, since if we are t0 come}
to any conclusion from the infallible}
teaching authority of the church,

¢ the . S
only Begoiten Son,2Who is in the]overrnlivg wisdam of ‘the Most
bosom of the Father.” —John i, 18, | which wisdom, ainee it was pl
They are adepted to all times and all [set forth by most %ﬂmn ‘iﬁ‘”
nations, asis clearly seen from thefauthority and supreme teach
words of the Lord to His spoatles:]of this QP“.‘W{G‘S@#,\V“
“Going, therefore, teach all mations; |cision precisely inorder to. safegunr
teaching them to ohserve all things|the minds of the chuph’s oy

the Vatican Council says: **All those | tor discussing and E}“ﬂfig ooatempt
things are to be believed with diving]upon any powsiblesubject, the assumed

in the Word of God, written or handed | pleases upon any subject and to - set {18 8k
down, and which the Church. either | them forth in print to the wurld, have{the ]
g g0 wrapped -minds in darkness that }are:

eyt i

from the dsngers of these pres
times, ‘ S
Theee davgers, viz.. the gonfound..

right to hold - whatever apinions one

fore, lest
both of conscivusness and of duty. -

there is now @ greater ueed of the {raptedim
| church’s teaching oftics tham aver be: e
ple hecome nnmindfuli!

We, indeed. hava no thought of re. joutfis
jeoting everything that maodern.in- loact

s iffor. ‘There is| mony of truth and to that swer-widen:
bring in those who differ ere is o mpg‘;f P“mi‘i_dw :il hmguhnt& Virine
heisosver holpstoward the progress of §
have those who aro separated from the learning au%g\tirtue Yot all this, to be {1k

But in regard to ways of living she ; - B

§ | the Divine ommunicasionto mankind

in proposition lxxviii of the Synod of|firm that they xeceived e of.
could frame & code of laws useless or|the. truth. that

bk
matter of which we are speaking, thero| nless this we

which they hold such liberty shonld | cleimed, with
be allowed in the church, that hersu- | the M
pervision and watohfulness being in|BYe!

some sense lessened allowance bef

own mind and the trend of his own}

we discugsed this point at length; and}ou
there set forth the difference existing| Himse
between the hurch, which is a divine{ D

rect attention to the opimion which}

gt
decree concerning the infallibte teach [the instmm%ntqhty
the Roman Pontiff{I itar,
having been proclaimed that nothing ing
farther on that seore can gave any go| BIst O
licitude, and aceordingly, since that} < For

yot wasdie bidden

ghould rather be- that no one sh{)i'fiéf% o
: : reover

from it that we welcomefroma the patris

|of any solid benefit, mdy, to haven
real existence and growth, omu unly-be

readily believs there was no thonght
of wrong or guile, yet the things them:
selves certainly merit soms. degrea of

is set sside for those wouls who ace

that the Holy Spirit pours sitheran
more abundant -graces thani- formerly

esand guidesthem by saine’
stinct of Hisown. ~ Yeb itis the sig

i

| to measpre-and detarmine the-
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given agcording to the mpkbate o th
giving of Chruat.”~Eph, iv. 1.
And shall anyone who
history of thexpoutles, the 4
naspent church, the trialy
of the martyrs—and, &
olden times; #o fruitful insa
to measure our sge with th

vine outpouring feonythe Spiz
liness? Not. todwell upon- ¢
‘thers s no one - who. om! ‘

Moteover, asexperie

dustry and study has produged; sofar{ltis

on the ocondition of reeognising - the ] i
wisdom and’ authority of the church, § dis

Coming now to speak of the concld- fto,
| sions which have ll)x: deduced from |
the above opinions, and for them, weil

suspigion. Firat, all external guidance}:

itiode of mz j

Spirie brestheth whecap Ble it [

monitione and imp
Spirit are for the mosk pirt ot
the medmm%t; the aid &

“This, indeed;.belon)

law of - God’s ip

most-part. shall be-
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that those whom H
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