e T
s YRS R S

NERS OF THE WORLD,

m——

hu-ndnapm.‘

in the alr.

transiate
and mortar.

auch precaution

atroyed, often by

the way of the majority,

The monasteries of Meteors, near
Larissa and the Gulf of Saluniva, in
Turkey, are in very lteralness castles
The ideal of every monas-
tery is high, and thuse at Meteora
is aspliration into brick

They were originally set far alofi
fn their Inaccessible situation for the
sake of safety; but in many cases even
has proved inade-
quate., A few years ago only eight of
the original twenty-two were |ninabig-
ed, the remaluder having been de-
ariillery fire from
commandiug positions In the vicinity.
Stnce then St. Stephen’s, too, bas gone

- C‘ASTLES m TKE AIR |

AEMA.L MDNASTER}ES IN ODD COR-

Built Far Aloft for Safety—Some Can Be
Raeached Only by Hope and Windiews or

Swinging Ladders—An ldeal spot for

HOW TO REACH BARLAAM MONARTFRY.

This was the only monastery which
could be cntersd on foot. a plank
drawbridge spanning the ahyss which
divided it from the ndiscent mountain

“Haondoods or Turkish Irregular
Guards, lay in ambush wear, and. on
the bridge belng lowered in the morn-
ing, rushed in, robbing and destroying.

Dissappulnted of the rich booty they
expected. the lnvaders proceeded to
torture and kil many of the monks.
Indeed, tn the firrt Greek: War of Re
volution, all the monks would probably
have heen massacred had it vot been
for the Hnglish and Russian Consuls
at Larissa.

The remainder of the monasteries
can be entered only by means of a
rope, windlass and net, in which one
sits and {8 drawvn up to a window
several hundred feet above, or by rope
ladders fastened against the side of
the cliff Either method is somewhat
trying to the nerves, for the slightest
giddiness on the swinging ladders
would probably prove fatal The
monks themselves usually use the
iadders, and look like black flies crawl.
iIng up the face of the rock. They
cdmb with the body bent almost
double, and hands and feet close to
gether, monkey farhion

The most pleturesque of the old
Soastles” are Barlaam and Hagla
Moni, a neighbor of St. Stephens,

Life in these *“Castles in the Alr”
is the most peaceful possible. One I8
completely cut o. from the world,
and can lie on the soft patches of grass
outside their doors, and dream to one's
heart’s content—no sound coming up
from below save the tinkling of the
sheep bells and occasional faint criea
of the villagers. The alr is delight
fully fresh and pure, the sun is warm.
and all around there stretches a8 mag-
nificent panorama of rich plains, bril-
Hantly tinted hills, and snpowy mount-
Alns,

CHINESE MONASTERY IN THE RIVER
YANG-TSE-KIAN?G,

Altogether, it is gunite an ideal spot
ifor a fortnight’s perfect peace and re-
,pose, pafe from the many worries of
.our modern frantic civilization; but
et the intending visitor beware of the

ynumerons brigands, official and other-}

wise, who infest the neighborhood,
:anit who can be relied on to make
‘things extremely unpleasant for the
gnfortunate tourist who should fall
into their hands,

Besides these interesting “air cas-
<les™ in Turkey, there is one even more
fnteresting in China. It Is the dwell-
ing place and the temple of a tittle'
band of monadtic priests on the top
ud side of a great rock in the middle

f the Yang-tse-Kiang River. It is a
ilittle below Hankow and not much
vlslted by tourists. It has all the
. charms of o mountain home, and is one
. of the most picturesque sights in Asfa,

Armor Plate.

“The thickness of armor on mode
-warships Is truly astonishing. The
-llda armor of a first class batile shi
‘ysually varies from .10% Inches thick
t the top of the belt to 04 inches lt:
e bottom. The gun turrets are of
pretacied by armor 15 inchea to ‘t

o ~inehon thiek

USED TO BE LUCKY."

W o _‘,z'

The Nasxlser n:m-m Was Net lzuhdw
(n Qiden Timew. .

men who in the hnermost recesses of

unplessasnt emotion ‘when it coles to
M O enuse, ere are some men
who progest doupy—and usually in

simply &ao odd fgure, ke 17 and 19
and many others, auag sucp mer have

members who ob the 1uin of & month,
particuinely 1f s wate lzappens o
fall ona triday, eat 2 mesd vs thirtzen
courses &t the tureeenth bour of the
day.

This Is donk, of course, to break the
superstition attaching o 13, vut this
Supeerstitsaal Witl yot duwn., Tor the
love of the marveous and wystic will
ot down. ‘Wweiv mol suaug, Sciplo,
Caesar, Wullensteiz, Napuwon and
Othe-rs suaperstitivus ©  Is 1o not, histor-
fcud et wnat taey all were ander 8
speld angd underiwhk no goiut action
withwout having arst consdlled some
wedru ?

{1 13 well known that all the nations
of the old wurdgd were in more or uess
lutettectzal rapport.  ‘t'he tdeas of one
tribe uesewntdea to the other. Bat it is
certaluly iuterestuug to learn that the
figure 13 had $w saered and divine
aerfHNE  Alse W Amenica of yote,
among e wag since exunet tribes of
the fnous and thie Astlecs. Lthe innab-
itapts of  leru cvautied sevep days,
without any partcuiar pame, in ihe
week. Ther year sad seien tmes
fitty -twoe ddayy, of rour umes 13 weeks.
The tuther was compelled W support
bis iltegicrmate ehdu o tae Lita year.
The Asneces bad weeks of 15 duy s, ench
with 4 =specal mme. ‘their pusliie
arviitves were of arcular Torm, with
o naac i the center ot each of the 13
o, and 18 were thel tribes,

fhus the brief ancient bwstory of
13, and it may e suid of ;modery tines
in Germany that even to~\uy a “bak-
er's dozen™ Is 14, that s, the original
twelve, wiuw one thrown in for luck.

Fishei Thant Fat) Upwards.

This phenonenon cannot be withess-
ed everywhere. lou must go out to
the middle of the Atlanude Quean, and
then let yourself down inw the sea
for about two rmlles, if you wish to
test the fact. At this depth the pres-
sure of the water i8 very great-so
great, in fact, that the figh, being used
to the grest weight, dare not enter
shallow water for fear of falling up-
wards amd bursting. IMishes which
are adapted to cpsiderable depths
may accidently leave the bottom,
swimming toward the surface. This
allows the gases in their bodies to ex-
pand glightly, and thus renders them
more buoyant. The nore the gases ex-
pand, the more buoyant they become,
and the greater 3 the diticulty of
returning  tv the depths, uwaotil fAaaly
ibe busyaancy of the body becumes
80 great thaat they are no longer able to
return to  the bottom. 1hey coutlnue
to rise to the surfoce more and more
rapidly. untll the expanding of the
geres In the body kills them. As soon
as the bodies reach the surface, the
release of all outer pressure causes
them to burst inte pieces.

Emabraces by a Devilfish,

A diver engaged in Moyne River In
Australla bad a terrible experience
with a sea-devil. Having fired off a
charge of dypamite and dlsplaced a
large quantity of stonies, he went to
the bottom of the river and while en-
gaged In rolling over a large stone he
saw something moving about in front
of him. T bhis dark object came in con-
tact with him and cofled about his
arm. The diver walked slowly and
painfully along with the sea-devll’s
feelers twined about his body and 1egs.
He made tracks for tue tadder and
gained the boat, a curlous looking ob-
ject, indeeqd, with this buge, ugly thing
entangled about his body. With the
belp of the sailors. he was In time
freed fromx his submarine companion.
The body of the octopus was only:
about the size of a large soup plate,
with eyes Tike a sheep’s, but possessed
nine arms. each four feet in length,
at the butt as thick as g man's wrist
and tapering off at tne ena ilke 8 pen-
kunife, All along the under purt of the
feeleras of this strange sean creature
are suckers wvery quarter of an inch,
giving It fmmense power.

Nua No \!‘cur. ”
We are so accustomed to drinking
water that we hardly ever stop to eon-
sider bow much we might suffer if
suddenly deptived of this freest ahd
best of beverages, Water in some
form 8§ necessary to preselve the
health of humans, but there are ani-
mals that seem to have little if any
use for the liquid, The Hamas of
Patagonia, for instance, are, said to
never taste of water, and certaln kinds
of gazellles that are native to the dry
wastes of the orient seemn to thrive
without Iit. A paroguet lived 52 years
in the London zoological gardens withe
out drinking any water. Some ust-
uralists assert that the rabbit never
drinks, being content witk the dew
that stands on the grass that it nib-
bles while feeding at night. Many.
reptiles live in arid wastes apparently

hood of L.ozere, France, are herds of
cows and goats thut seemingly rarely
drink, yet they produce a fine guality
of milk fromn which is made the fam-
ous Roquefort chesse.

‘ An Iminemwe Army.

Russis possesses the largest stand-
ing army on earth. Rvery year some
280,000 conscripts join the Russian
forces which in time of peace number
1,000,000 men. On a war-footing this
rises to 2,500,000, aud calling out ths

i

are the mmt expensxve becaun the,

reserves ‘would increase it to 6,947,000
i well-trained doldders. Should necessity
arise, the militia would be called@ out,
bringing the tzar’s forees up to 9,000, ,
000 mel,

.8t A Moonles I!’onllu :
February,- 1866, was in one way the
most wondterful month in the world’s
history. It had no full moon. Jannary

had two tuil moons, and so had March; |
This -ce-§
markable state of things had never'

put Feb had none.
happened betore since the era we as-

sign to the creation

' in the botels bullt o China for the
. use of foreiguers ‘the highest steties

ut. -

Thirteen! There are mbg!ﬂy t&‘! ‘
their hearts hbave not some kind of anj

some bilavions company—thar 18 is}

formed the TRirteen. «luus, of thirteen.

destitate of water, In the nelghbor-}

- And bebold thee on thy throne,
‘Roek of ages, cleft for e, W

Foll, Thi€ 18 e
| the cure 15 on‘ts' fermpo
invariably réturig fn

| reverse, Is
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The Pnblio There TRAM on a Blgh M
Literally Growing With- Diammuh—-ﬁu‘

1e0m thd«l uw,m Wm!u

It i3 not often that it is gh'en o
 man, outside of the favered Fentte-

‘of Alnddin and bls wonder/l laip
and kindred productions of klch Oxlent-

highroad literally grosuning with dis-
monds. When such an nnnsoal peive:
itege Is vouchsafed, It would appear to

might love the very ground he swal
en, Until a few years ago there w
such 8 road, and it was netzher a‘
viston ‘of the pipe nor the press

It was located in the Kimberle; diS-
trict in- Nouth -Africa, and when &

millions of dellars worth of the pree-:
lous stopes, ¥

the tecord of somwe parts of the road.
The diamonds ave net there pow, so
it will do 1he gentle reader no good to
take a ticket for Kimberles and seek
to tind a fortune In the sireet. It
seoms that when the diamond mining
Industry was some years younger tian
it Is to-day, there was a vexingscarcity
of water In the Khoberley counteyy
So, when a miper conldn’t get 8 sup-
iy of water to help bim in his a&amh«;
he had to do the bBest he could and
hustle nround with his tools In the dry |
varth  He would xpade here and there,
until he struck a ump of earth wiich
held the caperiy-songht prize. Then
he would atanden the little moind
of enrth his spade had overturned apd
seek for diamonds in another plice.
After a waile, several gears i fact,
these mounds amounted to & consider-
ble obstruction to travel and tunhet
dl-vginf. The louse earth was in the'
way. but po ome wounld volunteer to
cart it away. Finalli the Kimberloy
municipal connell. offered to uge the
dirt in wacadaaizieg the roads around
the ¢ity. which was branching ont aad’
reaching quite respectable prapertions.
The offer was gladly accepted by the
mine owners, and the mounds were
cleared gway.

Nearly o scorve of years after tliere
was a drop in the dinmond marvket.
The price of the stones fell, and, in}
order to bring about o vetarn of high
figures, the mipe owness declded to}
reatrict thelr ontput. This necesajtat-’
ed a big cut in the pay roll, and, as &
result, the Khmberley district was soon |
over-run  with unempioyed miners.:
Then some of the wise men in the lid
eame to the conelusion that they Tfight
pick up a few overlocked goms froms
the highroud" it they could got munl-}
clpal permission and a plent titul sup-
ply of water. They got both, for ench
year a portion of the road which had.
been strengthened by the mound lt‘&
was turned over to the men, ajd
worked in it with astonishing: mmlts- ‘
blamouds to-the yaloe of $200;
recovered yearly for severil ~yeiim:.
From one little pxece of vord no bigger
than a bed

The (Mglna! Reok or A.gm
Slr William- 5, Willls, munl;et o: ‘
Parliament for Bristol, writes of '
origin of Augu
lndy's grand bypn, “The  Rock o?
ages,” as follows: |

A

by 2 heavy thundeistorm in’ Burrlng-
ton Coombe, on the elge of my prop-
erty, a rocky glen running up into the
heart of the Mendip range. and there,
taklng shelter bLetweem t(wo massive:
plers of our native limenone rock. he

“ROCK OF AGES.” S
An illustration of the rock is here

given. This it t‘he hymn a8 Toplmt;
wrote it:

Rock of ages, c!ett for me,

Let me hid myself in thee, A
Let the water and the blood -
krom thy side, a healing floog,

Be of sin the double core, ’
Save from wrath and keep me pm

Should my tears Torever flow,

Shoutld my zeal no longer know, -
When 1 rise to worlds. unknown

Let me hide mx:sezt in thee.

The Queen Boo
A gueen. pee sometimes Iays at the
rate of two eggs a minute, and the
total weight ef the ege is one and a
balf times thut of her own body on a-
Summer day.  As ghe lives four or.

eggs in the coursy of. her

other Dhees, owing : to

Tong- restdenios:
in the hiw, Her sting 3 o

i
as she can seftlom, deaw 1t out after

stinging &~ mrsé’u;“ ’he
and dies aftw::

!’roﬂig-_-jm o

Quizzer—What d¢ you un&ersm:& by
wasting mm’s ‘substatked In rkitout

tiving?
Guyet—Bu gg cgﬂ's ”Mt you ﬂm"

Y

- Small Piace of Reat the Size uf w Bed |} !
{these 1s the 4o
men who figured in the stirring stocy |

al imngination, to travel dafly on & |F

be the proper thing to admit that one_ ‘:

§ morning e St o9t
¢ ‘brash and  botte: It 1

man walked over it he walked overj - Ul

Five thousand duﬂ,ani % yard Was ]

s the best’

[

{i ttolys There are two very notubly: '

8 feet thiek, -

‘supposed thaz. Hicke laining towbrs 1o
«-:unan m-vauw ot " the oamnﬁm

-

000 wore |- Y

d room thete wis taken
$100,000 ‘worth os dismonds. . -~ © -5}

ustas Montague 'rb;'»

“Toplady was one day ovemken :

‘woodett’ pegs it

years, she must Iny about nlg‘ L, '«rsohbler will do it for Yoi
e. “Heor |

eyes are Smaller then those of - thefl

wwiew] .,
| smalter in dinmetor. than 8 p:n.tg and 2

Jeaves it Ip :m»

, ;

j’!:’o%m Rieo, - giwmﬂw )
for the wooded r:onnm e )
plants mll;gm ém :

it Iig more R tmis than's o

‘lﬁgﬁest ta the Wast, -
Wy, zake soap ot off
howe-made Iye—and 8

i for
& man vmz}es to have

wut shell cup, and his

ntgoubie to. 4

“the larger . We
pved tn remote spaty in
At lenst hwenty | cii‘&ti

any of

people” have v
awiy “bottles, Th i
- mirroary he s oo poor to
lasury. Not ope louse i
Porto Rivo has even the very
lookinggluss, © But geuelo
hature provides the mirvoy, 24 )
ag the soap. The man- goes to st}m
couxenient pool In  the in
streqaus where the watexr id «
there s W8 whrer:  He Iyt
te on @ stonw,
iTp plece table ¢

Inthers s face profusely, and Loy
to serape away with Uis plece of i
wiich- iy hands works
feol 1%Or. A TR
i slightt seraifeh, &8 extropd
& result of t{ﬁs al ts'w:ﬂ Jl‘QXL

- ‘l‘:u !mmlnt To\mr or‘l'iiq g
PHIR 18 oBe of taauy leanlng ﬂm i

omes at Belogin:  Fhe tower ot I‘ .
is the campapile oF hell fowes at:
exthedral. Buf, a= 13 colymon in
.umm: *ftalian  churthes,: ls detanhed
o {¢. [t I 30 Leot in dinmotelr and:
l '8 Wigh. The walls at fhe base ape
1t jemxis 13 feet- froin-the
perpendicular. ft. haw - usially, been

scttl!nx.h Jmc it i t mhe of-
‘them. wweie intentionally so construet
eds and- when ope, considers the, Jms §
prohabltlty o!" i
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