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CHAPTER 1V.

Extraordinary tions are be-
ing made by the Paunlist Fathersfor the
celebration of the feast of the conver-
sion of St. Paal the apostle,the patron
siintof their church. The feast will
occur o) January, 25, bat the celebra-
tion attending the event, which also
inclades the anniversary of the open-
ing of the church fourteen years ago,
will occapy a partof the preceding
day, January 24. It is proposed that
the celebration will beaccompanied by
all of the old-time splendor of the
ritual, and the oecasion will eall to-
gether the mokt noted prelates of the
charch in America. The exercises
will begin on Tueaday, Janusry 24,
at 8 o’clock in the evening, when the
first vespers of the feast of the conver-
gon of St. Paul will be solemnly
chanted in the presence of Archbishop
Martinelli, the Apostolic Delegate to
the United States. Mgr. Martinelli
will give the Benediction of the
Blemsed Sacrament. On Wednesday
Archbishop Martimelli will sing the
Solemn Pontifical Mass at 10 o'clook
in the morning, in the presence of
Archbishop Corrigan. visiting prelates
ard dignitaries of the church. A fea-
ture of the occasion will be the mu-
sical service by the chuir of more than
ore bundred men and boys, all of
whom sre drilled in the liturgical song
of the church to a point of perfection
seldom attained. The church and
altars will be beautifally decorated
with flowers.

Mr F.E. Harris writes to the
editor of the Looker On, of Port Eliza.
bith, Bouth Africa: *‘On visiting
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belief.

explanation of a
Bigle, over whic

his

they did not care to admit was true,

g o
-"We Catholics are indeed happy

axnswered the priest.

seemed hard tome,"’ said his father,
peused.
other.

old [ believe I would join your charch

some of the small- pox patients recently | inyself.
discharged from tto I was| “Too ol father?’ exid the prist re-
much surprised to learn that the only proachfully.

Chriatian ministers who visited the in-
gtitution were Bishop MacSherry and
his licutenanta The former hasstood
by the bedside of those who were in
the worst and most repulsive stage of
the dlisease, speaking cheery words of
hope and comfort,amd afterwards visit-
ed their unhappy and often pennileass
relatives and materially assisted them.

I am pot s Catholic myself, but I

think such a noble example of true

Christian charity should be made pub

lie, especially in & town where Protest-

ant paupers are symetimes buried with
enly an undertaker to read the burial
sarvice.  On reading the weekly edi-
tion of the Cape Times I see that
fundeare solicited for the purpose of
erccting a new cathedral (Protestant)
at Capetown. When we hear of acts
of self-devotion on the part of the
clergy of the church of England simi-
lar to that of Bishop MacSherry, we
shall no doubt gladly support the
movement, but in the meantime it
would be well if our spiritual guides
were to carefully study the 26th chap-

ter of Matthew, especially verses 42,

43, 44, 45.”

The Rev. Alexander V. Ascheberg,
8. J., of the cburch of the Holy Trin-
ity, Boston, has just been made the
recipient of a medsl from the Emperor
of G‘:rmany for faithful devotion
duty in the Franco-Prussian war of
1870. Father Ascheberg, while a
fearless chaplain, isalsos very learned
man and a priest of great zeal and
piety.

Bishop O'Dea of Nesqually; Right
Rev, Alexander Christie, Bishop of
Vancouver’s Island, and Right Rev.
George Montgomery, bishop of Los
Angeles, Cal,, are mentioned in con—
nection with the succession in the see
of Oregon City, made vacant by the
desth of Archbishop Groes.

Cardinal Gibbons hes announced
the appointment of Rev. M, F. Foley
naspastor of 8t. Paul’s church, Balti-
more, to succeed Rev. Joseph A. Gal-
len, who died recently.

The most important of all the prizes
awarded by the Academy of Moral
and Political Sciences im Peris, the
15,000 franc Audifired prize for re-
mumrkable acts of devotion, was given
to Bister Augustine, the superior of
the Little Bisters of the Poor.

The bighietto of the secretaryship of
state officially appointing Very Rev.
Father Rodriguez, O.8. A., to the
post of director of the Vatican Observ-
atory, has been published. .

The German government has offered

- & prize of £4,000 for thebest work, to
be written in four years, ontbe Sistine
chapel. . -

 Right Rev. Bishop Donabue of

Wheeling, W. Va., will start on his

“‘ad limins’’ visit to Rome during the.

joined any church, although your
mother used to beg e to, but itis too

it now. I have always tried to do
right by everybody, and I think 1
will be saved just as much as someof
oar strictest church members who call
themselves Christians>’ -
Father Bristol shook his head,
«Father,”’ he eaid in tenderest voice,
1t is never too late to think of the
salvation of your soul; old age is the
tizne when we should give our whole
hearts to God if we never have before,
for then the time that we must meet
Him is nesr at hand, and He alone
can help us in that hour when the
world isebbing away. It is not for
life that we belong to the church and
live up to its rules, but as a propara-
tion for death., W hat better prepara-
tion could we make than to follow the
rules which Jesus Christ has given us
in Hie church ? We have no right to
make rules for ourselves and disrespect
theones He laid down for us,for is-He.
not wiserthan we and did He not
krow what was best for us when He
gavethem? ‘
Mr. Carson was

-

silent’ for =mome

deep intohis heart and a new light
had crossed his path. At last he said,
“My son you have convinced me
and I will join your charch. I am
ready now to be baptized.”’ '
<‘Not yet father,”” said the other,
“for you do not understand the Catho-
lic religion and you must know it and
be}ieve init before you can embrace
it.”’ .
<] do believe in it now,”’ said his
father, ‘‘and a8 for knowing it, what
moxe is thevre for me to learn?
Haven’t yon answered every question
T heave ssked you ard explained many
other beaides o
€ ered his son, ¢ but
thggois etil much more for you to
‘1éaxn before X can receive you into the
chwggh.*” o
< am satisfied with what yon have
already told me,” said Mr. Carson,
“amd I ask to kvow ne more, for I
am certain that there could not be any-
thing in your religion that I would
evex object to if Tknew it & thousand
ﬁmﬁ beﬁ ) n,’ A
~ ¢ <1t i mot that I think
ing more about the Catholic religion
tham you do there wounld be any possi-
bility of you changing your mind,”
said the priest, “‘on the contrary, the
‘the more you know of it the more you
will admire it.** T
“«If ihai be the case,”” said Mr.
-Carson, ‘‘why not be received into the
chuxch now amd learn more sbout i
aftexwarde ? Would not that do just
aswell? . SR |
. The priest shook his bead,.*“Would

SONS.

Sometinzes he would bring with bim
a small Bible, which he could carry
im bis pocket, so that he could take it
from the house without having it no-
ticed, and talk over passages which
had puzzled him most when reading
them for his family, as his wife had al-
ways ingdsted upon him doing every
Sunday afternoon er evening. For an
hour or two, and sometimes thres, he
would listen to his son talk or read
from some book in which he was in-
terested,and while he realized it not, he
eras fast becoming a Catholic in his

This had gone on for many months,
and one day after he had been listen-
ing with more than usual interest to
age from the
wife and
bimself bad many arguments, and
owhich one understood no better
than the other, for it was one of the
proofs of 2 Catholic doctrine which

Mr. Carson said while the tears al-
most glistened in his eyes: ‘° How
igion is and how happy
ber of such a

“The life of a Oatholic always
butit don't any more, and if—'" he
“What is it father ”’ asked the

“] was going to say if I wasn’t o

“Yes,' said Mr. Carson, *‘I never.

Inte for a inan of my age to think of

timne, for the words of his son had sunk |

Bevot
|than what he bad ever shown in lix
own church, but miost )
forgot 1t afler-Jeavisy
going home to thike “mother, who

thatin know-

in his family ke
who ever waﬁehem
ous eyes than hiv father
the eyes of s child, who,
brother had forind an id
;zgl whom he withed to
of the f&mily,” W6 Was never so hanp
s when he waswith “Father Eddi %
as he called by, - * m Ed&%?

step as this—a step upon

well what -you re doing ¥

my mind, it matters not how long

sary for

teaches.”

any length of time if I can only die!

true church of Christ could uae sno

communion "

*‘to be given indisoriminately to
who know not the greatness of then
“I think you are right my som,

si'n
me, your father, and

know that my son, Chaslie, is “one -
our number., Fow I wish that

thers and sisters might follow
example,

21 22

T will trust Hin,*said i
‘‘and nol ceass, to.pry . for my
and children,* ¢
It was iD early sutumn’
foregoing conversation took pls
the following Haly Saturday. after
Baptismal waters' i'u
head of him who often declaved ¢
he would never
bowed to ressiwe the regen
ro faith and simaplicity
%thongh age had pllzllrezd
ghow itself on him in m
way, ho had the lerluess of you
any happier.. He hadarigen
tore any of the rest of. th
getready to go to mnse, °
an-early hour;and hewas th
in church. = It was with the Zrea
pride he walked ap the aisle and i
before a large nunaber of friends;
of whonr were Protestants, to re
the sacrament of Baptism, a
vest of thedayhe was as light
as's child. -His som, hadg i

ver.' e ,;f()'ima himm be
scholar in the truths which he

{himand Mr. Carson promised to ke a

‘ot severe and devout convert, - -

usband first told her of his intentions

when she saw that he wasdetermined,
she let him have his own way withon
further comxaent, but not unfil sfter
she had given him a good ' talk-
ample before the children; first by be-
ing careless allbis fifs and

1g them:

secmd, by

up in, and, se Joinin
church in hmiolg;&ge On the miorn-.
zgsel;e h‘i::s mh ¢ “:%\ié-’w:gldhnét, go.
‘ 1 the sllowed the chil-
ﬁrentoguand owed the chil
ome went, some of them more ont
idle curibsity than from any oth
motive but they were all deeply i

with thedepth oftheirfgh :
evotion, which was so much greste

of them sion
gthe church a

Father Bﬁatol Miiz
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© colnitg month. <

{you wish,” e mid, <o take such &|

'/ ‘wi‘xicl,f t;ha ‘
eternal salvation of your soutl depends-~
without first kuowing and considering

“No,” said Mr. Carson after some’
refiection **but. I can never change]

may think ofit. What s difference
between you =mnd “the Prolestsiit
mipisters ¥ have known ! They mre|
ready to veciive anyone who wishes
to join their church at any time when
they find that they are sincerein their,
intentions and with hardly any prepar.

“We require no more than is neces-
themx to know in order
to become good and and faithful Catha.
lics,”” answered his son, *‘snd we do
not want to bring anyone inte our
church in ignorance of what it

Mr. Carson wassilent a few minutes,
then said, ‘“leach me my son, ieac
me all that I should know in order to
become & good mnd sincere member of
your church, ¥ am willing to wait

@atholiy, for I feel that pone but the P?“?"f?f
caution in admitting strangers inio ita

“The ucram:ftdts ‘intrustoilde. to our
cal‘e&!‘ﬂmm ,.’ Baid t : ‘, M P T A .
y 10, thoes| tarior workiof hasity with

hem * | Of contemaplation,. ‘had b
3 oonmpﬁon
said Mr. Carson, *‘in being 80 cantions,
and I feel more than ever that yours|s0
.;l:l lindee:d ahsacred giﬁoc. I canpever
widell you what a happiness it is io[sPiratio
L nd not yet.a|prove successfu
member of your chureh, to have' you
where you afg, and Iam happy to d
| i

butﬂ I; suppowe t.hey ‘Hever
Do nobworry sbout. them, fther, ]

eaid the other, ‘we can only  pray for|® addi

them and God iia his infinite goodriet| ¥ rions oroW of he
and wisdom; wilk yet biing life, which is-at ontw the
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