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~ A family, for they all regretted her de.
FARMER CARSON'S rture, and as they bade her good-
SONS. g:e.Mrs. Carson whispered to her that

she hoped that it would not be long
ere she might have the pleasure of eall-
ing her daughter.

Mrs. Carson soon had her dedire
gratified, for about four weeks later
the wedding took place in Buffalo,
They were married at high mass by
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CHAPTER 111,

ey r—

After reading Mrs. Carson’s letter
over several times, trying whether or
mot to accept the invitation, Theresa
eat down to anewer it. No more was
said about Charlie than about any of
the other members of the family, and
perhape after all it was pot him that
caured it to be sent, and here she was
right, for Charlie knew nothing about
the letter. His parents wishing to
give bim a surprise, would not let him
know it had been sent uptil she came.
Theresa thought how anxious her
brother was tv go and what a
pleasure it wonld be for him, so now
as was often the case, his will became
bers. When be came home from
school the letter was written; and with
a light heart he went out to mail it.

About an hour before the evening
traip was due uvn the twenty-third of
December, Mr. Carson drove up to
the door with the double sleigh and
told Charlie that he wished him to go
to the train with him as he expected
cempany from the east.

Charlie looked at his father curious-
ly, and sceing that he was dressed bet-
ter than he usvally was when he went
to town, said, ‘*who iz it that you ex-
pect father ?*

“A lady,’’ said Mr. Carson, with a
laugh.

“And may I ask her name P’ said
Charlie.

“Never mind about that,’’ answered
his father, **You’ll find out who she
is when you see her,and Ithink you'll
be glad to see her, too, he added with
s merry twinkle in his eye. ,

Charlie took his seat dn the sleigh,
wondering what new sgheme his father
kad, and why he would not tell him
who the expected guest was, but the
trath never once entered his mind un-
til ho reached the depot. The train
kad just come when they drove up to
the platform, and among the few pas-
sengers who alighted he noticed a lady
witha little boy He thought they
looked familiar, but as it was quite
dark he could not tell who they were.
His father saw them, too,and pointing
to them as he entered the depot, he
said, ‘I think thoeeare the ones I ex-
pected and as I don't want to get out
of the aleigh, I wish you’d go in and
tell them I'm waiting,”

Charlieglanced throughthe window,
in front of which they bad stopped,
and all at once the truth dawned upon

Father Bristol, Charlie’s brother, who
had come to perform the ceremony;
his brother Frank acted ss ms-
man and Grace as bridesmaid, None
of the other members of the ramily
were present. A quiet wedding break-
fast wasserved at Theresa's home after
mass and the little company of six
took a noon train for T , where,
at the Carson farm house, a grand
feast was awaiting them, and many of
the mnst intimate friends of the family
were ready to give them a welcome
and shower upon them their beat
wishes for a long and happy married
life. Never were Mr. and Mrs. Car-
son more proud than when they intro-
duced their new daughter-inlew
their friends.

The next morning the happy pair
started on their wedding trip to Michi-
gan, where they were to spend a fow_
days with Olara, who had sent them s
most pressing invitation to make hera
visit. ‘Theresa had never before been
separated from her brother, but she
left him with Mrs. Carson until their
return, and in doing so she felt that
he was in good hands, while he felt
gerfeedy at home at the farm house.

n their return they went to Buffalo,

little cottage located in & more pleasant
part of the city than where Theress’s
old home had been

——

CHAPTER 1V,

As weeks and months passed
the Carson family grew better ao-
xminted with the new-found brother,

ey all became
him, and ﬁ!any
spent in his com .
gl:g?v prouder of hllx);n’;zch day and
never seemed happier than when he
heard some of the parishioners tell of
his kindness to them, and especially
to the poor; or when from a front
seat which had been reserved for him
in the church, he listened to his
sermons and instructions, for he st
tended the church now much oftener
than before, but it was alone that he
came, for his wife would never, ex-
cepting on some grent occasion, ac-
company him, and she did not want
the children to get in the habit of go-
ingto a church that was not their own.
The thought of becoming a Catholic,
bowever, was as far from his mind
now as on the day some months before
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brother was standing by the window,
and when he saw Charlie he ran to the
door to meet him, saying ‘‘Bere he is,
Theresa.” As soon as Charlie re-
covered from his surprise, he bade
them welcome and led the way out to
where his father was waiting.

“Will wonders ever cease?’ he
thought, when he learned how his
mother had invited Theresa and her
brother to spend the holidays with
them, and the hearty welcome that
they received from the whole family
surprised him little less. To think
that his mother had so strongly ob-
jected to having him even go with
this girl, and now for her to bring her
to her home to make a visit would
have been more than he could have be-
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nice and might have done so much
good in our church, besides, how
much better it would be if he had &
wifeto help him, instead of living
alone all his life with no one to take
any interestin him.”” ButMrs, Car
son called on her son very often, and
she was quite surprised that he never
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