13 -i; Vol x’ No. 14, S )

N - . : : . —
N B ‘ I(OWN"° 'mother, and 8 year agoti: hads nt

|8 FARMER CARSON'S |mther sadssearsgother bndwpent ABOUND ‘THE GLGBE

at it SONS. try, but mother was gone now and

st - _—  |their uncle had moved away to the far | we sz PEE CHURCH 18 DOXNOIN FHIS |
e E iy A

th ; INENT
:ﬁ-}efo By must eDRin at home AND ?,mn Qoxi'éml’&‘

Theresa thonghe of this a great o

deal, asthe great loliday drew near; | mauy 1temsof General Interest That IE
and wished that she had some kind y
» ; [Continued from last week. | friends with whom to spend it, not|
2 s 8 CHAPIER IlI. that she cared for herself, for she
e : — would be contented to remain alone,

BY MARY ROWENA COTTER.

t-. | Author of the *Two Cousins ™ and
3 e - A Heroine of Chariry.”

r o —

he Appr«lated by Our Ksmdm

An aitempt to tax Csthc»’fié efmroh

o o RS

B

[ - ad

Lo 0

L BB = )

L I T T

| . pluunt Ci:rinmu wi

Monday morning William Gleason
wes buried, and it was to attend his
funeral that Mrs. Carson first crossed
the threshold of the Catholic church,
accomppanied by the whole family ex-
cepting Grace, who had remaiped at
home with Clara's children. Cbarlie
acted as one of the bearers and
his mother, who sat near him, soon
noticed that he wasno stranger in the
Catholic church, for he stood or knelt
when the others did, with an ease that
showed that he knew what he was
doing. *“Can it be that he, too, is a
Catholic?”* she thought. Her atten-
tion was ixed on her other sop at the
altar, and watchiog him and listening
to the sweet, sad strains of music
wafted from the choir, she forgot
Charlie.

When on ber relurn home her hus-
band asked ber how she liked the ser-
vice, she only answered, **It is & very
strange religion, *’ while Clara’'s an-
swer was that she thought Eddie was
s very fioe preacher, but ob, what a
pity that he should be a Catholic
priest when be might be such a good
minister.

That night Charlie informed his pa-
rents of his imtention to become a
Catholic.  His father told him that as
for him ke was at liberty to do as he
pleased, but to his mother, as might
be expected, the disclosure was any-
thing but pleasant, She told him how it
grieved her to see him giving up his
own religion just to please a girl, and
begged of him now- before he had
taken the final step which would bind
him to the Catholic church to be man
enough to turn back from the path of
error which he was about to enter.
““Your brother was brought up to it,”
nho said, ‘¢and canbot be blamed s0
mach, but you whom I have bronght
up myself and taught what was right
should know bester.”’

*‘My brother, *’ is not as ignorant as
you may imsgine, He knows that
the faithhe teaches is truth itself, as
dol, and knowing that faith as I do
pow, I could mnot with a free con-
science remasin outside the church
even if [ had mever known Theresa
McKinney or any other Catholic

rl *s
g “Do you mean to tell me,"’ said

M. Carson, ‘‘that she has not in-
fluenced you take such a step?’’

“I do,"” said her son,’’ that is—
well, of course, in the beginning when
I first commenced to study her re-
ligion, I did it to plesse her and to

rove to myself that she was right in

er belief, If I hed failed in the lat-
ter, I would hawe given her up sooner
than become a member of the church,
but I am fully convinced that she is
right, and I shall delay no longer.”

“My son, how can you talk that
way?’” asked Mrs. Carson in a grieved

tone.

Charlie felt thathe had been rather
bold in saying this before his mother,
who had brought him upso differently,
but he only spoke the truth from his
beart and he would notrelent.

At last his mothersaid, *‘Since you
are of affearnd old enongh to know
your own mind X suppose there is no
use of offering any farther objections,
althongh is grieves me very much to
see you do this; besides, if you insist
upon marrying her it will be better for
you both to be of one religion.”’

When Charlie oame home he had
intended remaining enly a week, but
as he would iave but little to do if he
returned to the city he decided not to
go back untilafter the Cbristmss holi-
days, when he intended to be married.
Two weeks from the Sunday after he
came bome he was baptised by his own
brother, Mr. and Mrs. Gibson being
the godfsther and godmother.

Theress Kinney was an orphan,
now, alone in the vorld with' no one
in the world excepting a little brother
left out of & large family. Her mother
had been dead abouta year and s half,
and she had promised heron her death
bed t.hat she would newer marry Char-
lie Carzon until he became a Catholie.
Bhe wcnld keep this promise, even
though she had to spend many lonely
hours m the little home, which, for
her brother’ s sake, she would not give

up. And londy hours, indeed, they
often were, especially as the Christmae
holidays drew near, those days which |
had always been sucls bappy ones for
them while their parents were living.
Two years ago they bad enjo; ed

but her little brother, he would be 80
lonely, as she could not make the day
as happy for him as when their dear
mother was living. She felt this more
keenly when. one day about s week
before Christmas, he came home from
school and told her the plaus the boys
had been waking that day about how

days.
Ovne boy was to wvisit his

from the couatry.
ter,’’ said the boy, *“‘Icouldn’t help

could Dot tell them I was going any-
where "’

you may inviteany boye you wish.’’

*May I, Theresa?” he said emgerly-
““How kind you are,’’ and he wenton
telling who he would invite, until

rooms would hold so many boys, but
she would not disappoint him by re:
fusing to invite any one he thought
of.

The Christmastree was sll thathe
talked of during the remsinder of the
day, butin the morning a letter came
which changed his thoughts. He was
gesting ready to go to school when the
letter carrier brought it in.  Theresa
glanced at the post-markand saw
that it was fromT » Chulie
Carson’s home, ‘but the vmtmg was
not his.  ‘‘Iwonder _who it can be
from,’’> she thought, as she tore-it
open. To hersurprise, she found that

for herself and brother to spend the
holidays at her home. She said the
family would be very happy to have
them come and hoped they would not
disappoint them.

*‘How kind of Mrs. Careon to send
us the invitation,’’ she said more to
herself than to ber brother, who with a
happy, eager face had been listenin
to her read the letter, **but of course I
shall decline the invitation.”

asked,
from his face- *‘Why not?”
“Because,” said his sister,
do not think it would be pro

good as to invite us, and we would en-
Joy ourselves so much if we went.”

wish to disappoint her brother by re- |

accept this invitation which kad prob-
ably been sent at Charlie’s requeet.
*“You will go,"won't you, Theress,’’

face. ‘I want to see Charlie’s littie
brother, Willie, & much, and his
ﬁleasant home, which I have so often
eard him tell about.”

““Wouldn’t you rather remain at
home and have your Chmtmus treed’
she asked.

*No,”” he said, *‘I want to go to
the country,forit will be somice there, -
and I know you will énjoy it more
than staying here and——having &
house full of boys to bother you.”

“I will not miad that,”” said his’
sister,
with them,”’

“But I would enjoy myself more in
the coumiry:’* he said. *Now won’t;
you go? Please write this morning,
and tell Mrs. Carson you will come.”
s} will think ubout it,” said his sige
ter, ‘‘butit is time for you to go to
echool.’”” Buttoning his cost around
his neck and putting on his cap, she

| kissed him good-bye and stood watch.

spend the holidays in the country.
To be continued.
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