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A CHRISTMAS

PARKER,

GIFT.

N : RY C. A,

OBERT GOOD-
man, pastor of a cer-
tain churchin acer-
tin  town, seated :
himself at his study .
table one morning,
¥ and drew toward
him his writing mu-
terial, then Le wok
a delibernte survey
of the room {n which
ho sat. The view'
y was not a8 very
)7 pleasing one. The
ed with paper sadly
- discolored and falllug away In places;
the bare, smoky ceilling was traversed
y mumerous cracks, the palnt on ibe
wpodwork, of dlsmal bue to stdrt with,
showed the ravages of times; the carpet
was wretchedly shabby.
Mr. Goodman gazed at all this and
sl;hed_. a8 he had often done before.
JT could write better sermons In a
decont study, I am positive,” he said to
_ himsell. “This room certainly is de-
<presaing. Tt does seem that the church
might paint and paper it. The ex
ponas would he amall. Then there ia
the carpet; but if that romained 1
shiould have to ‘look up and not down.’
Well, that is what 1 must do anyway,”
and with a faint smile he turned again
R 410 the work before him.
Lu _ “Jusat **“~on there was a little tap at the
CoL * door, and he ross and opened it.
Tt 7 “Good morning, Mr. Goodman,” sald
", . Mise Hope Arnold, who stood outside
., -y4he study door, looking fresh and
‘v . - tright as the morning itself. “Shall 1
disturb you? Mra. Goodman sald she

o thought you wouldn't be fairly at work

Coo 0 yst, and told e to coms right up.”
L Mennwlille the young gir? bad enter-

"ol the rcom st the minister's invita-

. tlon and seited harself with a compre-
Rensive glance at her surroundings,

' “I wished to consult you, Mr. Good-

S %‘nm.” she continued, “about some of

A ~ayr Christian Endeavor work, but

o first of a1}, I want to tell you how much
~ good your sermon Ianst Sunday morn-

© 4ng did me, I thank you for it. It

was just what I neaded.”

S “L am very happy to hear you say
‘ 20, Miss Hope,” replied the minister
with a flush of plegsure, “and 1 thank
you for telling me;” but the visitor
ttle guessed how much good in turp
she had done her pastor.

‘When they had finished thelr talk on
Christian Endeavor work, and Hope
had risen to go, she exclaimed im-
qpulgivély: “Sa this is our winister's
study! I have never been in it before.
Really I shoulad think the church could
afford to paper it, at least.”

- “It would be s great improvement

oertginly,” responded Mr. Goéodman,

*It ought to be done,” sghe declared

fa declded tones, “And it shall be.” she

mentally added,

When his catler had gone, Mr. Good-
man, greatly cheeréd and encouraged,
turned one¢ more to his atudy table,
and the next Sunday morning's dis-
" ceurse was generally pronounced one

. . “of his bast. .

: . Mr. Goodman wss all that his name
§raplied, but, thoug™ an earnest preach.
- #F, he was not bri:Mant ner eloguent,

and the large chnrches with corre-

sponding salarfes were not for him.

- And ar there were several small peo-

~ple at the parsons; » to be fed, clothed

+.and lotherwlse care . for, there was no

“smoney for superfliities, or for many
4}&!1;1‘ things not genearally reckoned as
such, .

.- Mg, Goodmank, ‘ortunatery, was a

. v, ¢heery, efficient, i le woman, with a

. wwonderful knack fr» compeiling a dol-

S e to do more than full duty, and In
S hegvary way she was « true hélpmeet to

< rdher husband. -

~ . On leaving the prrsonage Hope hast-

", .. «ened to the office c¢f her uncle, one of

. the trustegs of the church, and In-
- quired whetlier the pastor’s study ecould

.~ s0t. be repapered’ and painted, but be
~~ghook his head, . ‘

-+ Shedid not give np, however, by any
mdenns, and st the next meeting of the

irigtiszns. Endeavor Society she pre-

T

i ) ‘ ‘

A jow,” she s3id; *I propose that we
aajuvénate that study as a Christmas
“present ;5 our pastax, 1 have made
te {ngitiries, snd find 2hxt it can be

“gone st small expense. ,
“Mr. Ball, who iz a nrember of our
would fyrnish and put on good
rfeur-dolisre, A Zeat matting
Aor the foor would not cost over four
w:iaore. ¥red Joknsen (a young
~and o member of -the C. E.
-will kindly attend to the
 withont charge. So you ses
ptgal.expense. 6f the under-
'»AGXQ“&‘ tht.dﬁua}'ﬂ,:
her chunges and ad-
to good advant-

ope’s plan met
d then arose

i Bt
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! that day.

‘had been regarding bis

The Sunday befere Christmas, Mrs.
Bardwell, 8 good, motherly woman
who lived four miles from the town,
and who was a member of Mr. Goud-
man’s church, said to the pastor and
his wife as they shook hands after ser-
vice, “I want you folks all out to my
house for one good holiday visit. Can
you come the day before Christmuas?
It seems a kind o’ gueer time, may be,
but if you can possibly come, that's
the day | want yvu.”

Mrs. Goodman :eflected a few mo-
ments, then replied, “Why, thank you,
Mrs. Bardwell, | think we could come
I could arrange to go, | am
sure. Couldn’'t you, Mr. Guodman?"’

“Yes, I think 80, he responded. very
cheerfully. “"Of (uitise the.e wii. Le
preparations golng un fui the cvening
exercises, but I don’'t know that [ shall
be particularly needed. Thank you
very much for your kind invitation,

Mra. Bardwell. Wae shall enjoy the
visit, | assure you.”
Mra. Goodman securely locked the

front door on the day appoulnted, and
dropped the key In her pockel, but
scarcely had the sleigh contalning Mr

Goodman and herself and the four htl-|
arious little Goodmans vanished down
the road, than a man with rolis of pa-
per sppeared at the parsonage, unnd)
was admitted by Hope Arnuld, who
had secured a duplicate Key from her
uncle.

The man with paper and paste was
speedily followed by another bearing
a pot of paint, and the transformatlion
of the study was soon under full head-
wRY.
f.ate in the afternoon three of the
male members of the C. E. Suciety took
possession with a roll of matting, and
when In a short space of time, thelr
work with that was finished. they were
re-snforced by several of the girls, and
the study was soon in readiness for ila
occupant.,

Great was the satisfaction of the con-
spirators as they surveyed the re-
juvenated room. The paper on tkLe
walls and cellilng was restful to the
oye, with ita soft tints and unobstrus-
{ve pattern. The coloring orf the wood-
work harmonized with that of the pa-
per. In spite of fresh palnt, neat mus-
lin curtains had been put up in place
of the shabby lace ones, and the well
worn table cover had glven way lo an-
other just from the store. Over the
neat matting, before study table and
easy chalr, rugs wore placed for
warmth and cosiness.

And as a crowning touch a beautiful
etching that was of {tself an inspira-
tion hung on the wall opposite the pas-
tor’s seat at his study table. This was
a personal gift from Hope Arnold. CCare
had been taken to have everything
done before it should be time fur the
pastor and his famtly to arrive at the
churech, that they might not be so soon
surprised at seeing a light in their
house. But toward the close of the
evening’s exercises Fred Johnson slip-
ped over to the parsonage. and when
Mr. and Mrs. Goodman stepped out {n-
to the wintry alr they were startled by
a gleam from the atudy windows.

“What can it mean'" cried Mr. Qood.
man in alarm. *“Can it be fire?”

Home was soon rearhed and they
hurried upstairs. A lighted lamp was
on the stand before the study door, and
agalnst it leaned a placard vearing the
wards, '‘Beware of paint” in large let-
ters. Mr. Goodman carefully oupened
the door and entered the room, follow-
ed by Mrs. Goodman ushering in her
brood with due deference to the warn-
ing without and the odor within.

The little folks chattered and ex-
claimed, and pointed out to one an-
other the various changes, but for a
foew moments the pastor and his wife
said not a word.

Then Mr. Goodman took an envelop
from the table. It contained a $10 bi:
and a card, from which he read alouu
in A rather unsteady volce:

“Please accept the alterations in your
study as a testimonial of affection and
esteem from the Young People's So-
clety of Christian Endeavor, and use
the mnclosed for such further improve-
ments in the way of books as it will
make, and you may desire.”

Mrg. Goodman sat down and cried.
“Oh!” she exclaimed, “this study has
worried me so! I've tried and trled to
gi!an for having it fixed up, but there

dn’'t seem to be any way to do it
FMinally I gave up and just left it with

. the Lord, and since then ["ve been sure

it woiild be done some day. And it is!
Those blessed young follkks! And $10
for books, too!"

“Yes,” replied Mr. Goodman, wiping
his own eyes, “I am very thankful for
it all. It was Hope Arnold’s idea, I
am positive. She looked very deter-
mined when she left the study that
morning she waa here.”

“Well, it is certainly a welcome
Chiristmas gift, and a great surprise.”

Then small Johnny Goodman, who
parents 1in
great perplexity, exclaimed: “I don't
see whnt makes papa and mamma cry
about 1€ I think it looks nicer than
it &i& befors!”

.- A Lakestde Christamas,
“QOuoh!” E
The beautiful maiden withdrew her

. foot hastily.

Pluuging her arm into the silken

:  depthe she took from the toe of her

stocking a flve-ponnd box of candles
wyerlooked..

Waed it ‘{f’ added that this happened

whst 314 you

., thesmally
The lndies I'll tosst in & gluss of good
is morning?

BEATATH ™ MISTLET2E,

TANE ZAADEAS W THRSULHOUT THE YEAR
REPUSED US MEA A RIS,

MUST AW SHLUMB, AND GRANT L (SELA
or TWIS ECSTATIC BLISS,

THY MAT JAVE NELD US ALL ALREF
THRSUGHIUT THE YEAR WITH “N°°,

BUT AW WELL TAKE SUR SWEET REYENGE,,
BLNEATY THE MISTILTOE.

/MYRTILLA, TA4TALIILdG Mia X,
WHESE PRETTY POUTIAG LIPS,

WAL MADE BY LEVE MIDST RN2WING Wiy
T® MARE US, YEARA FOR SiPS,

THSUeN SHE REBEL THE SLY (OQULTTE
ASD BLUSH In PRETTY wog

will Wi HBR TS QUR REARTS CIATENT,
BENEATH THE AMysTIETOE,

V4D MIRABEL, AND BETTY Te?
MUY FOR THE NPNCE GXE 1N

440 THE §¢ whne DARE TO 9w AsD Wal,
A RI8Y FR®M FALH SHALL win

THAT (NRISTMAS DRTH 1T BLESSINGS BRI
THESE MAIDLAS SHALL WELL KA2W,

VHEAEER WE (AT(N THEM (KRISTMAS DAY
BENEATH THE msTLEZTOR,

BeavRam A SVARBURLY

CHRISTMAS DINNER.

Raw Oysters.
Bouillon.
Bulled Salmon, Hollandaise Sau.c
Pickles. Bolled Potato Balls.
Salted Almonds.

Roast Turkey, Cranberry Sauce.
Celery. Mashed Potatoes.
Scalloped Asparagus. Chicken Ple.
Kirsch Punch.

Roast Duek, Currant Jelly.
Sweet Potato Croquettes.
[.ettuce Salad. Sweetbreads.
Plum Pudding, Brandy Sauce.

Mince Ple. Apple Ple. Cheese.
Ice Cream. Caxe.
Nuts. Raisins. Fruit.
Coffee.

MERRY CHRISTMAS.

A merry Christmas to all, my dear fellows,

88y

May you live in enjoyment, and live till you
die

May yo’u share in the good things the world
con afford

And never look sad at the gay, soolal
hoard.

A Hml?y New Year ~lot me drink to you
To the men, to the ladies, to the great, to

wifig

izew, when old, lodk as sml).

{ - stitution,

ORIGIN OF YULE TIDE.
The Festive Season ( :le;rmud Long Refore
Christnias Came.

Once upon a time, when Curistmas
was yet unknown, the northern na-
tions of the world held a yearly festi-
val which they «¢alled Yule They
wreathed with greens the temples of
their heathen gods, as we wreathe our
churches to-day, they burned great
yule logs In honor of the sun, that he
might make 'he earth bl ssom into
Spring. and 'nev gave the‘r children
yule gifts from fir trees loaded down
with pretty things. Just as we giye to
our children « pon Christmas tye

It was Lol oDl 18 yea. s alier Jesus
Curist, fn the regn of the Hoan Em
per« ! Comwmwodus, that Y.ile became
Christnias, and it was ‘u the fourth
century, at the time of Constantine the
Great and of Diecletian, that
lived Saint Nicholas, whom boys and
girle know everywhete as Santa ( :aus.
The legend of the joully oid fellow trav-
eling with hie reindee:r tu Ail the stock:
ings, or, in some countries the shoes,
which children placed ready for him,
grew from the fact that S8aint Nicholas
was regarded as the patron saipt of
young people the world over. We
English-speaking nations have the
story from the Dutch.

But what shall we tell our boys and

giris of Santa Claus. Do they not
know him? Are they not looking
sagerly for his visit of this year let

us remember, however, the history of
the Christmas holidays; for what Is
more beautiful than that the living re-
ligion of Christ should touch and vivify
one of the oldest of the heathen fes-
tivals, not only taking away nothing
that it was good to retain, but hallow-
ing one particular day, the 26th of De-
cember, as the birthday of the child
Jesus?

PLEASANT FOR THOMAS,

Mra, Evprqre -Thomaa, you must not
make any noigse when you dressup asSanta
Claus and fill the children's stockings to-
night. Jimmy and Freddy have cach got
an air gun and a bow and arrow, and are
Joing to shoot you with them w see 1f Santa
{"laus is really alive. But you won't mind,
will you?

UNDER THE MISTLETOE.

Some Girls Won't Go Near It, But There
Aro Others.

T.et me see. Isn't it somewhere
about this time that the mistletoe
hangs out? Ob, where zre the girls
of long ago, I kissed beneath the mis-
tletoe? asks a writer in [llustrated
Bits. I don't know, I'm sure. Mislaid
‘em somewhere.

In olden days I have been told by a
dear friend whose veracity I respect
unless I'm dead sure he's lying—in ol-
den days the Druids used to go out
and cut the mistletoe down as it hung
on trees; but nowadays mistletoe gen-
erally hangs in a doorway or at the
bottom end of the chandelier, and any
young man taking it down Is earnestly
requested to replace it after he has
been round the room and kissed all the
pretty girls he wants to. It is not
good form at all for one fellow to stick
to the only plece of mistietoe in the
room all the evening. We've all got
to have a chance, you know"

There are some girls who won't go
near the mistletoe anyhow. And there
are others. The others generally
freeze on to a chair or lounge immed-
jately under the higgest plece of mis-
tletoe in the room and hope for good
luck., Some of them will hang around
a plece of mistletoe for an entire ev-
ening on the off chance of a fellow
coming up behind and mistaking them
for a pretty, girl, and kissing them
before he finds out the bitter, relentless
truth.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL.

The frost gleams white on the house-
tops high,
Aind the clouds—they look like snow:
And the plumber man goes briskly
by-—
Blow, little tin horns—bhlow!

And I view my cash with a secret sigh,
And I say to my soul: “Go slow!™
But the children come, and I can't look

grum-——
Blow, little tin horng--blow!

So, I'm quite resigmed to the rocket’s
nofse,
Arxd the Roman candle show;

'It's hands &ll around with the girle and

O hoys—
" Blow, little tin horns~blow!
—Frank L. Stanton jn Atlants Con-
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THE CHRISTMAS TABLE.

How to Arrange it in an Artistic and Up-
to-Date Fashilon,

There are no hard and fast rules for
seiling the Christmas table—or any
lother table, tor that matier--but cus-
tom prescribes certain forms with
more or less definlieness.

In many private fam.lies,
stance, a cocked-ur napkin i{s placed
at the left of each plate. and in the
snowy linen jaws {5 stuffed a dainty
roll. In many otters this style has
been abandoned ane the napkin plain-
ly folded, s0 as to s.10w the mopogram
is laid on the plaic The latter meth-
i perhiags the nost Cup to Jate ™

So of e gL s time was  and,
to a certain degres. still is--when a
Hitle forest of crys al was rausrd at
the right of every plate A glass for
‘very wine and a wine for every
siess 7 tut here again the later day
twethod i8 towurd moderation. Three
~lasses champagne, ciaret and apul-
Hlualls ale counted I1b beller form fur
cocal gathicings Indeed, the deep
Pithers and large eaters of not s
very lung age would shiver with hun-
Ty apprehtension at the sight of the
stylish bangquet board of to-day

GGood taste, ss we gee it now, requires
that no eatables whatever, excep! the
merest ntbbles the hors doeuwvies of
he high-tuned menus—shall be on the
able Lefure the guesls ure seated.

Daintily heaped on mounds of
racked lce are the olives at one end
ind the radishes at the other end of
‘he table, lanked right and left by sal-
led almonds and French candy.

How shall we be knived. and where-
withal shall we be ipooned and forked
18 not so easlly answered.

Any hostess may have notions of her
>wn on these mutiers within rather
wide llmits, and be In no wise an offen-
der.

But again, the best way is the short
sne. The oyster fork, a spoon for the
soup, and two knives at the right, and
‘wo forks—one for the filsh—at the
left, are all that are required at the
begintilng of the banqQuet.

A butter chlp and individual salts
and peppers are bunched before each
plate. But butter plays a minor role
D the very pretentious dinner casts.

For the centre plece a large plece
3f holly gives a Christmas-!ike air,
and the red and green form a pretty
bit of color contrast.

The olives and radishes carry out the
same color scheme, and add to the at-
tractiveness of the bLoard.

For a soft, pretty light candleabra
with colored paper shudes, prettily
linted, are the thing and they are very
lecorative.

All table decorations and fixtures
‘end toward simplicity. The high
‘entre pleces of fruits or flowers-—-once
30 prevalent -are rarely used now.

When friends or intimates mest
iround the social board there is no
sense in making the conversation of
Vmpposlten 80 largely a matter of peek-
a-bdo.

CHRISTMAS.

(Rhymed Acrostics.)

Christmas, come and bring again

Holly-berries all aglow,

Roving mistrel's merry strain,

Ivy-wreath and mistietoe,

Sweet reunions. friendly faces,

Tender thoughts; bring, 100, for me

My lady's kiss and fond embraces,

And thy poet I will be,

Singing oft in measures soft of love
and thee!

Christmas, monarch ef the year,

Haste and spread thy wonted cheer:

Rock the steeples, bid each bell

Iron-tongued thy tidings tell;

Sorrow strangle, nurse content,

Fune all hearts to merriment!

Mirth is brier, and care will wait

At the threshold soon or late,

So scare him out with song and shout
beyond the gate!

A New Turkey Dressing.

A lady frum the South says that pea-
nuw's make o lar finer dressing for the
Christmas turkey thar chestnuts do.
The peanuts must be parched, as usual,
pulverized in a mortar and mixed with
chopped celery, a little butter and the
usual herbs, held well together with a
paste of cornmeal. The peanuts are
sald to impart a singularly fine flavor
‘0 the turkey.

A CHRISTMAS CASUALTY.

~ JMrs. Sawra Crave—~What's the matter
with your hand? ,

Sanya Cravs—Home fresh little boy put
1uateel trap in his stocking to see if there

| oally was such a person s e,

for in-’
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE AN
Where the Glass [ecorations
- {ome Fram. : :‘r
How man, of the hundreds g8 \
of thomand~ of children and  (IK \\\
grown people who have en- A

juyed the sizht of and belped
tu fastenthe fraptle ornaments
W the Cnrolaes tee Kpow
wWhe nce theae datuty nothiungs
Colize AL least  uine-lenths
of the world™s sty v of these
sy Littde Kinew - hnacks
coitg= from “Thurigen- Wald,
the farest of [hurmgen. in |2
Central Gerwany.  Motlung ”:;_1;" R,
conld more appropristely  be

P

v,

o7/, AR &

callsl  the  stomroon and R \
worashop oof ~ata Clws han LTy
these elevatet, as well a3 iso- Y- A"

0

tared, fopest—clad  mountain e
feL hons,
12 4 complete little factory, which
trns out just as many goods as the
n merlcal strength of the family per-
mi.s, Everybedy works, from the ven-
e ble grandparents, {f they are alive,
to the smallest child able to toddle.
As a rule the older members of the
family—the father, mother and grown
8tn~ perform the most dificult and
hardest work, tha of blowing and
sh. pug the glass ornaments. The
Livwers geunerally sft three to five
around a table, each making his par-

3

COLORING THR GLASS BALLS.

‘icular pattern as suits his fancy. The
.hree chief points of all absorbing im-
portance observed are speed, cheap-
ness and quality. The people might
be sald 10 be s race of artists in their
particular line and there i8 little waste
trobm futlty designs. The glass used
a great deal {s known {n the trade as
flashed glass The workman has two
puts, one with colored and one without
any mixture. As the work regquires
he dips his blowpipe in one or the
sther, sometimes mixing the two sub-
itances.

To produce the flim of color he
quickly ilmmerses his bulb in the color-
ing flud, which givea the object a
maryeious lustre The most delicate
shading is obtained by eating away
the color by means of fluoric acid,
which is frequently employed, and
most beautiful effects are thus pro-
duced. No one has sesn these varie-
gated Christmas tree decorations bat
has marveled at the intense brilllancy
7t their color These superb effects

are obtained by the use of metallic ox-
ides, and are gonerally applied by some
of the children of the family.

PUTTING ON THE 1, URTRE.

vs soon as the object leaves the

.a88 blower's hand it is passed to
some other member of the family,
whose duty it is to fasten an eye or
2 hook, as the case may be, to the or-
sament. If to be dyed it goes to an-
sther who stands at the bath and dips
svery object with lightning rapidity.
He or she then hands it to some child
who ptuts it on a long stick for the dry-
ing oven. If an oveu is not to be had
the heat of the room or the sun has to
perform this office. Then the silver-
ing, which gives additional lustre to
the object is attended to. This is
done by dropplng some quicksilver so-
lution through a small opening left
that for that purpoge, The final touch-
s are them given the ornament in the
nufing or polishing with soft cotton
batiing.

In the immediate vicinity of the
Louscha in the viliage of Steinheid,
ihe people have taken up the man-
ufacture of Christmas tree ornaments,
made chiefly of the chaapest kind of
tin. These ornaments are motre dur-
able and almost as cheap as the ones
made from gzlass. ‘The objection to
them, however, is that from an artis-
tic point of view they do not compare
tavorably with the latter, But thers
are many things to recommend them,
and the dealers predict an enormous
trade in this line. All sorts of shapes
are made-—stars, crescents, suns and
all sorts of geometrical designs. They
are cast so as to have end side deeply
indented. On this side the ornaments-
tion is dene, which consists in lning

E: with a wonderfully wrilliant sub-
ce.

onlous colors seme very

beautitul
#tlects are citelned. Ce

--very cottage among the mountains.

thedepressions or indentions of the pat- §
By skilifuly combining har- §

" to use il
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