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HOW TO EAT WATERMELONS. 

Whm y o u s l i c e a Georgy melon you 
m u s ' k n o w w h a t y o u is a t 

'An1 took o u t h o w de kni fe i s s w i n e 
I n ; 

"•My s h i r t s are better m a d e and 
w h i t e r than those at any other man ID 
t h e shop ," s a i d be, encouraged t o go on. 

'•Are t h e y ? " 
Mrs. Leo's voice w a s l o w . and had in 

i t a s l i g h t b u s k i n e s e . S h e did not turn 
• Y ^ i f j ' j , ^ P u t o n e h a l f on, b i s s i d e or you—de h e r face, but her husband saw that s h e 

% 

y u t h e r half on d a t , 
S in ' den y o u g i t s b e t w i x t 'em, en be-

Oh, m e l o n s ! ! 
H o n e y gggrd t e r see 

B u t w h e a F i t c o m e s t e r swee tnes s , 
D e m e l o n a iaUe fer m e ! 

E n den yoa puts y o ' k n i f e up, en y o u 
sorter licks d e blade. 

E n ' never s top f e r aay in ' any grace; 
feat eat onte l l y o u sat is fy—rol l over 

in de shade , 
£«n' s leep onte l l de s u n sh ine In yo ' 

face! 

O h . m e l o n s ! ! 
Honey g o o d t e r see 

S u t w h e n i t cornea t e r sweetness . 
De m e l o n m a k e (er m e ! 

—Atlanta Const i tu t ion . 

"PRAISE YOUR WIEE." 
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A n d r e w L e e c a m e h o m e from h i s 
. ( h o p , where he h a d worked hard al l 

day , tired a n d o u t of s p i r i t s , came 
h o m e t o his wife, who w a s a l so tired 
and out of spirits . 

" A s m i l i n g wife a n d a cheerful h o m e 
' - a paradise i t would be," said Andrew 
to himself, a s he turned h i s eyes from 
t h e clouded face o f Mrs. Lee, and s a t 
d o w n with k n i t t e d brows and moody 
a s p e c t 

N o t a word w a s spoken by e i ther; 
Mrs . Lee w a s get t ing supper, and s h e 
m o v e d about with a weary step. 

"Come," s h e said, at l a s t , with a Bide 
g l a n c e a t her husband. 

A n d r e w r o s e and went to the table. 
H e was tempted t o speak an angry 
iword. but contro l l ed h imsel f and kept 
s i l e n t . He cou ld f ind no fault w i th the 
Chop nor the homemade bread nor t i e 
jfragrant tea. They would have cheered 
h ie Inward m a n i f there had been a i 
g l e a m c f s u n s h i n e on t h e fac@ of h i s , 
jwlfe. H e noticed t h a t s h e did not eat , 
l "Axe you n o t we l l , Mary?" 

T h e s e were the words on h i s l ips ; 
(but he did n o t utter them, for the fare 
|0f h i s wife looked sor e p e l Ian t that b e 
f eared a n i rr i ta t ing reply. 

A n d s o , In m o o d y al ienee, the twain 
eat together unti l A n d r e w had finished 
(his supper. / 

A s he p u s h e d his choir back, h i s wi fe 
a r o s e a n d c o m m e n c e d c lear ing off the 
t a b l e . 

" T h i s i s p u r g a t o r y ! " sa id Lee t o h im­
self, wa lk ing the floor o f their l i t t le 
b r e a k f a s t room, w i t h his hands thrust 
I n t o his trousers pocke t s and h i s chin 
a l m o s t t o u c h i n g h i s breast. 

Af ter removing and tak ing t h e 
t h i n g s in to t h e kitchen, Mrs . Lee spread 
• green cover over the table , and plac­
i n g a freah-trixnmed lamp thereon , w e n t 
o u t and shut the d o o r a f ter her. l eav­
i n g her husband alone wi th h i s u n ­
p l e a s a n t feel ings. He t o o k a l ong 
breath a s she d id s o , paused in h i e walk, 
e t o o d s t i l l for some m o m e n t s , and then 
-drawing a paper f r o m h i s p o c k e t s a t 
•down by the table, opened the sheet , 
a n d c o m m e n c e d reading . S ingular ly 
•enough, the wordB u p o n w h i c h h i s e y e s 
r e s t e d were " P r a i s e your wife." T h e y 
r a t h e r tended to Increase the d i s turb­
a n c e of mind from which he w a s suf­
f e r i n g . 

"I should l i k e to find s o m e o c c a s i o n 
for pra i s ing m l n o . " H o w quickly h i s 
t h o u g h t s expressed that Il l-natured 
s e n t i m e n t B u t h i s eyes were on t h e 
3>aper before h im, a n d he read o n : 

" P r a i s e y o u r w i f e , m a n . for pity's 
« * k e ; g i v e h e r a l i t t l e e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
I t w o n ' t hurt her." 

A n d r e w Lee raised his e y e s from thai 
paper , a n d m u t t e r e d : 

"Oh, yea, that'B a l l very wel l—praise 
d i c h e a p enough. But pra i se her for 
w h a t ? For be ing su l l en , and m a k i n g 
her h o m e the most disagreeable place 
On t h e w o r l d ? " H i s eyes fell aga in t o 
ithe paper . 

" S h e ban m a d e y o u r h o m e comfort ­
ab le , your h e a r t br ight a n d s h i n i n g , 
y o u r food a g r e e a b l e ; for plty'e s a k e 
tell her you thank her. S h e don't e x ­
p e c t it. It w i l l m a k e h e r eyes wider 
t h a n t h e y h a v e been for t e n years but 
It w i l l d o her good f o r all t h a t a n d you, 

I t seemed t o Andrew a s If t h i s s e n ­
t e n c e w a s wri t ten express ly for h im, 
and j u s t for the o c c a s i o n . It was a 
c o m p l e t e answer to His quest ion , 
"Praise her f o r w h a t ? " a n d he felt i t 
a l s o a rebuke. He read n o further, for 
( thoughts c a m e w o busy, and In a n e w 
d irec t ion . M e m o r y was conv inc ing 
h i m of in jus t i ce t o his w i f e . S h e h a d 
a l w a y s made her h o m e a s comfortable 
for htm as s b e could m a k e it. and had 
the offered t h e l i g h t return of praise 
of c o m m e n d a t i o n ? Had h e ever told 
her of t h e sa t i s fac t ion h e had k n o w n , 
or t h e c o m f o r t he h a d experienced? H e j 
Was n o t able to recal l t h e t ime or o c ­
cas ion . As h e thought t h u s Mrs. Lee 
c a m e in from the k i t c h e n , and tak ing 
her w o r k - b a s k e t f r o m the closet placed 
U o n t h e table , and s i t t ing down w i t h ­
out s p e a k i n g , began to s e w . Mr. L e e 
g lanced a l m o s t s t e a l t h i l y at t h e work 
to h e r h a n d s , and s a w t h a t it w a s t h e 
ibosom o f a s h i r t w h i c h s h e was s t i t ch ­
i n g neat ly . H e k n e w It w a s for h i m 
s h e w a s at work . 

" P r a i s e y o u r wi fe ," T h e s e were t h e 
w o r d s before the e y e s of h i s mind, and 
the c o u l d not look a w a y f r o m them. B u t 
h e w a s n o t r e a d y f o r this y e t H e s t i l l 
i e l t m o o d y a n d u n f o r g i v i n g . T h e e x ­
p r e s s i o n of h i s w i f e ' s f a c e h e inter-

< Jireted t o m e a n i l l -nature, for which h e 
inaa no patience. Hi s e y e s fel l upon 
t h e n e w s p a p e r t h a t was ly ing spread 
o u t before h i m , a n d he r e a d t h e s e n ­
t e n c e , " A k i n d , cheerful word s p o k e n 

- i n a g loomy h o u s e is t h e l i t t le rift i n 
t h e c l o u d t h a t l e t s t h e s u n s h i n e 
iShroogn.*' 

, j k e e s t r a g g l e d w i t h h imse l f a w h i l e 
\ l o n g e r . Hi s o w n i!l*nfljture had to b e 
4 S»yaquered first; fete m o o d y , a c c u s i n g 

l eaned a l.'ttle towards h i m . He had 
b r o k e n the i c e of reserve and ail w a s 
n o w easy . H i s h a n d w a s a m o n g tho 
c louds , and a feeble ray was already 
s t r u g g l i n g through the rift it had made. 

"Yes, Mary," h e answered , soft ly 
"and I 've heard It m o r e t h a n o n c e w h a t 
a good wife A n d r e w Lee m u s t have ." 

Mrs. Lee turned h e r f a c e toward her 
h u s b a n d rhtsit) W£us genu ell) lug ill the 
OApteual-on o f h«r c o u n t e n a n c e that a 
l i t t l e puzzled him. 

"Do you th ink »t»?" s h e asked, quite 
sober ly . 

" W h a t a queer q u e s t i o n ! " ejaculated 
A n d r e w I^e. s tart ing u p and go ing 
round t o the side o f the table w h w e 
h i s w i f e w a s s i t t ing . " W h a t a queer 
Quest ion , Mary!'' he repeated as he 
s t o o d before her. 

"Do you?" was a l l she said. 
"Yes. dar l ing 1 " was his warm 

spoken a n s w e r , as h e stooped down and 
k i s sed her "How s t r a n g e that y o u 
s h o u l d ask m e such a quest ion ." 

"If y o u would o n l y tell me s o n o w 
a n d then . A n d r e w . It would do me 
good ." Mrs. L e e arose , a n d leaning her 
f a c e against the manly breast of her 
h u s b a n d , s tood and wept. 

What a s trong l ight broke on tho 
m i n d of Andrew I^ec' H e had never 
g i v e n h i s w i f e even the smal l reward 
of praise for t h e lov ing Interest she hud 
m a n i f e s t e d dally, until doubt of hie 
l o v e had entered h e r soul , and made 
t h e l ight around her thick with dark­
n e s s N o wonder that her face grew 
c louded, or that w h a t h e considered 
m o o d i n e s s a n d Ill-nature took posses ­
s i o n of her spirit . 

"You are good a n d true. Mary, m y 
o w n dear wife . I am proud of ymi, 
a n d my great desire Is for your happi­
n e s s Oh. If I could a l w a y s s ee ymu 
f a c e In sunsh lnp m y h o m e would be 
t h e dearest place o n earth ." 

"How prec ious to me aru your words 
Of love and praise. Andrew." said Mrs 
l , ee . smi l ing u p through her tears Into 
h i s fare "With t h e m In iny earn m y 
heart ran n e v e r He In a s h a d o w " 

H o w easy had been t h e work firr 
A n d r e w Lee' He h a d s w e p t h i s hand, 
across t h e c loudy lunlzon and n o w the 
br ight s u n s h i n e w a s s t reaming down 
a n d flooding that s o m o wi th Joy and 
beauty. 

W«rl<l . . f I live. 

Many p e r s o n s go t h r o u g h llfp. s trug­
g l i n g bravely with difficulty, t e m p t a ­
t i o n and hardship, carrying burdens 
t o o heavy for them, pouring out their 
l o v e In unse l f i sh nerving of others , and 
yet are s carce ly ever cheered by a word 
of approval o r commendat ion , or by 
de l icate tenderness o f fr iendship . tb"U 
w h e n t h e y lie silent In d e a t h a w h o l e 
c irc le of admir ing fr iends g a t h e r s to do 
t h e m honor. Every one remembers a 
persona l kindness received, a favor 
s h o w n , s o m e he lp g i v e n , a n d speaks of 
it In grateful words l e t t e r s full of a p ­
prec ia t ion , commen 'at lon . and grat -
t u d e are wr i t ten to s o r r o w i n g fr iends 
F l o w e r s e n o u g h are sent and piled 
a bo ut t h e coffin to have s t r e w n every 
hard p a t h of t h e l o n g years of s truggle . 
H o w surprised some good men a n d w o ­
m e n would be. after l ives wi th scarce ly 
a word o f affection to obeer their 
hearts , were t h e y to a w a k e suddenly In 
the midst of the ir fr iends , a few hours 
af ter the ir death , a n d b e a r the tes t i ­
m o n i e s that a r e fo i l ing from every 
t o n g u e — t h e apprec ia t ions , the grate­
ful words of l o v e , t h e rememberings of 
k i n d n e s s ! 

American Rtiamrork. 
" F e w people , comparat ive ly speak­

ing , are aware that t h e s h a m r o c k . Ire­
land's nat ional emblem, g r o w s In m a n y 
parts of the United States ." Bald Mr. 
Michael Cavanagh . o f Boston, during a 
r e c e n t v i s i t to W a s h i n g t o n . 

" I was out w a l k i n g In t h e nor thwes t 
sec t ion o f W a s h i n g t o n yes t erday , and 
s a w l o a d s of s h a m r o c k In one of t h e 
p a r k a I t is ident ica l ly t h e s a m e a s 
t h a t wh ich f lour i shes on the so i l of 
Er in . A good many people confuse the 
s h a m r o c k with c lover , which it resem­
b le s cons iderably , b u t the shamrock 
can be a l w a y s told from t h e other by 
i ts smal l , y e l l o w blossoms, exact ly l ike 
a s trawberry bloom. This b lo s som puts 
forth five l ittle ye l l ow leaves. N o w the 
b lo s som of t h e c lover is e i ther red or 
w h i t e , a n d It i s larger and shaped dif­
ferent ly . 

" T h e shamrock h a s t h r e e l eaves , 
w h i c h , In most instances, a re pprfect In 
the ir heart shape, t h o u g h not a l w a y s 
BO, and i t g r o w s l u x u r i a n t l y in l ime­
s t o n e reg ions . The tradition t h a t St . 
Patrick expla ined t h e mystery of t h e 
Tr in i ty b y the ll'tle flower is the c o m ­
m o n e x p l a n a t i o n of its adopt ion a s 
Ire land's m o s t cherished emblem."— 
W a s h i n g t o n Pos t . 

Spirit ha4 to be subdued. He thought 
7 ** V t
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Kntart&lnlne in l lnrmnh, 
I n o n e v i l l a g e w h e r e w e s tayed t h e 

ch ie f m a n arranged a dance in o u r 
honor . N e i t h e r he n o r we d a n c e d ; that 
w o u l d h a v e robbed u s and him of d ig ­
n i t y . H e paid somebody e l s e t o dance 
Instead. A t r o o p of v i l lage gir ls , w i th 
flowers stuck in t h e i r n e w l y greased 
h a i r and wear ing t h e i r pret t ies t p ieces 
of silk t h a t s erve a s frocks , t h r e w 
t h e m s e l v e s i n t o all kinds of gracefu l 
a n d o t h e r postures. What l i t t le sk ir t 
t h e r e w a s w a s t ight- f i t t ing and h a m ­
p e r i n g i n m o v e m e n t Yet t h e g i r l s h a d 
a freer s w i n g of the body than n a u t c h 
g i r l s , a n d a l l t h e w h i l e t h e y were 
t w i s t i n g themse lves into f a n t a s t i c a t t i ­
t u d e s t h e y w e r e w o r k i n g their e l b o w s 
a n d h a n d s a n d fingers twi tch ing ly . 

T h e n some of t h e y o u t h s damped. 
F i r s t of all , t h e y w e r e seated, and after 
l o w e r i n g the ir heads as o b e i s a n c e to u s 
t h e y c o m m e n c e d a song. Suddenly 
Jumping to t h e i r f e e t a n d d r a w i n g 
h a n d k e r c h i e f s from their w a i s t s , t h e y 
b e g a n p i roue t t ing i n the m o s t d e m e n t ­
e d fa sh ion . W h i l e the w o m e n were 
s t a t e l y i n t h e i r gyrat ions , m o v i n g l a n ­
gu id ly , t h e m e n thought t h e chief mer i t 
w a s to w o r k t h e m s e l v e s t o a pi tch of 
f r e n z y b y throwing their l e g s about in 
a r e e k l e s s manner . D u r i n g the d a n c i n g 
e v e r y b o d y w a s s m o k i n g — m e n , w o m e n 
a n d chi ldren. T h e r e were l i t t l e r a s c a l s 
w h o h a d to h o l d o n with both h a n d s 
w h i l e t h e y s u c k e d a t a c h e r o o t a foo t 
l o n g . W e h e a r d t h a t e v e n infants a t 
t h e b r e a s t puff s m o k e . — F r o m TraveL 

CaroJrMe Cnodty, f o r m e r l y C a r o l i n e 
tAMgau B r e w e r , of Bos ton , h a s l e f t 
1100,000 t o t w o p r o m i n e n t p h y s i c i a n s 
i t that city Cor investigations to find 
name way of curing cancer, ci>nsump-
""'- • " -^m.^wmm pw?,segat«lea 

"GOIN IN SWINMIN.' 
Mighty mean , that 's what I call it Say 
, now, w o m e n m a k e me s ick . 

Ra i s in such a rumpoa jes i uott 1 w e n t 
bwlmmln' In the cr ick 

W h e n Ma d told me that 1 couldn't, an' 
a - sendln ' m e ter bed 

'Thout n o supper. Cept s o m e water an' 
s o m e m e a s l y drled-up bread. 

They had s trawb-r ies an cuatard,—cos 
1 seen em on the shelf , 

That ' s all r ight , I had s o m e cookies , 
fer 1 went a n ' helped myse l f 

F r o m t h e Jar. while they w a s ea t in ' 
(crept d'own the back stairs , yt-r 
k n o w ) , 

I a lu t k lckln' none at cookies , 'cept 
they crumb the bed up so . 

Wel l , I didn't mean ler. honest , but, yer 
see, 't was awful hot . 

An' the other bo) s was goln' , an' I 
rei kon I forgot. 

T h e r e w a s Sam an' "Katty" Baker, an 
Kpb N U k e r s o n an' J im, 

—All the fe l lers like J i m Muggins, but 
their ma's are down on him 

Cos his fo lks are poor an' s h l f l e s s . but, 
I lei yer, J i m a true blue. 

An' b e s i n o k e n a pipe, by Jolly, reul ter-
bm ker in it. too. 

An' he's go ing ter learn me somet ime 
- - W e l l , tbem fel lers s tumped an' 
dared 

Till , yer see. I h;id to do it, e l s e they d 
said that 1 was s< ared. 

My' but we had bully swlmmin' . an' 
! he water w.i.-> Jest prime, 

An I d l \ i d the mortt of any, an' 
feti ln-d tiottom rv ry t ime . 

An Kpli found a biK aiud-turkle , b i g s 
a bJi ket. pretty n igh , 

A L a him kblrd's u«at wi th young o n e s 
a lmost old enough to fly. 

Then we laid round thout no c lothes 
on, an' Jest got a roiraln' burn. 

An Jim Muggins smoked terbai ker, 
an' we fel lers smoked sweet fern. 

Till some chap would up an' li"1 l-r• 
Stump the ( roWii, who's gum m '" 

An in lews'n half u minute , w e d be .u 
the crUk ag iu 

Wel l . I'd got a long nil hunky. if it 
hadti t beeu my hair 

G o t CO Wet rtil Sic* M.e SP4Q It. Yol l 
Jest vwwll. her n me II git squan- -

Cou lee «he had ter skay Why Win. 
Don't you ever l o m b yer head ^ 

An Ma looked an' n p!i loneil w i i n -
thIn', an' I rei knti I turned red 

'Con she Hays "Vnu \ e been in svvlm-
m l u . " an' it « a n t no use ter i.e. 

With my hair all tumble.1 endways an' j 
Jt-M a n y i h i n but dry-

S o I had ter l<--e un supper but I 
uliati t be »ta' wd liy g e e ' | 

Not » l i : l e them I,j K - t a u t i« handy | 
an' I ve got the ;• a i try key j 

Joe l J u . u i n . ' 

POOR MAGGIE AUSTIN, ! 
'Any le t ter for me to-day?** 

What a white fa. e it was . yet beau­
tiful, for all that Beautiful , a l though 
t h e bright eyes had grown dim . r i l 
lustre less , the i h e e k lost Its iarna' lo-1 , 
t h e l ips the ir c r i m s o n , beautiful de­
sp i te the l ines care and sorrow not 
t i m e —had drawn across the wh . ' e 
brow, shaded by such a weal th of wav­
ing, s u n n y - b r o w n hair Care and sor­
row, we s a y . yet we might have na i l 
It w a s wai t ing that made pretty Hw-e.-t 
Maggie Aust in old. when but l i t t le morn 
than a score of s u m m e r s had parsed 
over her Innocent head wai t ing 

"Any letter for me to d a y ' " 
A dash of cr imson flushed the white 

brow, dye ing l ips and cheeke A sud­
den g leam came Into the dim ew«< 
w e e p i n g made them d im What n 
t rembl ing there was of the s l ight form' 
What a waver ing , as If between hopo 
and despair , of the rich vol. e ' 

The old postmaster took down a bun­
d le of letters marked ' A." and looked 
them over s lowly . He a l w a y s did when 
M a g g i e a sked for letters, a l though he 
knew well e n o u g h - - s y m p a t h e t l r c Id 
man fhat he w a s - that there was nt ne 
for her. and that "no" must be the a n s ­
wer, let h i m defer It a s long as he 
could. 

Hadn't she c o m e regularly evpry dnv. 
rain or sh ine , for the last six m o n t h * 
w i t h that s a m e Question upon her lips, 
that quest ion to which a negat ive re;.ly 
w a s a l w a y s g iven—"Any letter for me 
t o d a y ? " 

Poor Maggie Aust in ' Every one said 
t w o years before, when gay. dashUig 
H u g h Aust in led her to the altar, that 
t h e young scapegrace on ly courted the 
girl 's property, and w h e n he had ob­
ta ined that, would not h e s i t a t e to cast 
t h e sweet , t rus t ing wife as ide to s u i t 
h i s convenience . 

Hugh Aust in w a s poor—Maggie w a s 
a n orphan and comparat ive ly rich 
H u g h embarked In unsuccessful ape. u-
lat lon and lost all Maggie said. "Nov-
cr mind. Hugh, we can work " And 
s h e smi led Just a s sweet ly as when she 
said, a year previous. "I a m yours, 
H u g h . " 

But poverty w a s s t i n g i n g , and the cry 
o f "Oold. gold," came from t h e far-off 
m i n e s of C a l i f o r n i a Hugh Aust in 
went . Every o n e said he meant to de­
ser t h i s y o u n g wi f e and the baby; that 
h e had left them unprovided for. and 
what would they do? Every one sa id 
that , handsome and w i n n i n g and pleas­
i n g a s H u g h w a s , he w a s a rascal , af­
t e r a l l—"every o n e " sa id so, and "ev­
e r y o n e " be l ieved it. except Maggie, 
who, wi th a noble w o m a n ' s trust, s corn-
e d al ike the imputat ion a n d i t s suppos­
ed fabricators. 

Maggie turned away f rom tbe post of­
fice. W h a t of i t ? S h e had turned 
away hundreds of t imes wi th that s a m e 
look of despair upon h e r w h i t e face. 
T h e passers -by Jostled her—she w a s 
weak and f a i n t Poor M a g g i e ! weak 
and fa in t—yet w h a t of i t ? W h o cared? 

"Writ ing home , e h ? " said Charles 
S u m m e r s . 

Hugh y a w n e d , and wiped the pen, 
and then repl ied, "Yes ." 

"To that dear l i tt le w i f e of yours , 
e h , H u g h ? " 

"Yes, aga in , y o u inquis i t ive Charl ie ." 
"Inquis i t ive , a m I ? " said Charles . 

" W e l l , I'll earn the c o g n o m e n , then . 
Pray , how m a n y let ters h a v e y o u wr i t ­
t e n the c h a r m i n g l i t t l e lady s ince 
y o u ' v e been h e r e ? " 

A cr i m s on flush crept up over h i s 
handpome face, a s H u g h replied. "T'm 
a s h a m e d t o o w n it , Charl ie , b u t th i s i s 
t h e first," 

" F i r s t ! ' ' aa ld C h a r l i e S u m m e r s , 
b r i n g i n g h i s h a n d d o w n emphat i ca l ly , 
" F i r s t ! W h y , y o u ' r e a w r e t c h , a m o s t 
u n p a r a o n a o i e w r e t c n r 

"I w o u l d n ' t l e t a n y b o d y say that b u t 
yott," returned H u g h Aus t in , "But I'll 
tell you hum it was; 'when I arrived 

j> / • '-. '• '•• 

here, I was s o busy, and hated le t ter-
w r i t i n g so much , that ! kept put t ing 
i t ofi day a f t e r day , week aixm week, 
unti l I v u a s h a m e d to wr i te wi thout 
s e n d i n g ( something besides words ; 
t h e y won't a l w a y s pay the baker and 
butcher , y o u know. Well , s o I wai ted 
and wai ted , and a l l I could do was 
t o run clear myself; board h igh , and 
t h e mlserab les t luck In the w o r l d . " 

"And yet at a s ing le s t r o k e you 
m a d e nearly four hundred p o u n d s ! ' 

"I know i t ," s a i d Hugh. "I a m a 
w r e t c h — I k n o w i t ! As you say, at a 
s i n g l e s t r o k e I m a d e four hundred. la 
o n e n ight 1 los t It al l . I w a s g o i n g to 
write t o Maggie t h e very next day. 
T h e n I was p a s s i n g a g a m b l i n g h a l l -
went In, drank, p layed, lost and was 
beggared! Could I write to Magg ie 
then? Dared I wr i te to her after I had 
been In California s i x months , and not 
send h e r a penny ? So 1 waited, and 
kept wa i t ing until jus t now. b u t w h e n 
s h e g e t s t h i s letter she'll be twenty 
pounds richer, poor l i tt le puss ! and 
then s h e wi l l forgive me for my long 
s i l e n c e ! 1 k n o w s h e can't help It." 

"She ought not to forgive you, 
Hugh. ' ' said h i s companion . 

"No. I k n o w it," replied H u g h , "but 
dear child, s b e loves me so d e v o t e d l y , 
aud I—well , I be l ieve I worship the 
very ground she walks on, Charlie . 
But then but then " 

"Mrs Maggie Aus t in ." A Cal i fornia 
pos tmark , superscr ipt ion in Hugh Aus­
t in a wel l known hand Was it poss i ­
b l e ' T h e l i t t l e old postmaster read the 
address over and over there w a s no 
m i s t a k e the letter had come! 

"Won't , s h e be g l a d - won't her e y e s 
sh ine? Oh it will be worth a hundred j 
pounds to g i v e thLs to her." said 'he 
old p o s t m a s t e r to his wife. "Poor | 
c h i l d ' " 

The old l a d y said "Poor c h i l d ' " and 
then tiHik up the s t i t c h she had d r o p ­
ped. 

"I'm g e t t i n g so bl ind " she mutter ­
ed But I shouldn' t wonder If that 
tear made >ou so, dear, sympathet i c old 
lady 

' 1 don't s e e why she don't i o m e . " 
paid t h e l i t t le old postmaster as the 
a f ternoon w o r e away and the e v e n i n g 
can.e o n "You take the letter over , 
Hannah poor thing;, maybe she or the 
baby's 111 " 

"I would J o h n hut for my r h e u m a ­
tism.'' sa id t h e old l a d y , but I'll m i n d 
t h e i>mi e a b i t - you run over It's o n l y 
a step J o h n . " 

"Men y on me. w h a t a woman you 
are. H a n n a h ' " said the old man . ' b <l 
1 11 go over w h e n 1 < W e the office '" 

•(In at urne please John --aid the 
old lady i i i a s i n n l y . for I'm worried i 
about t h e poor t h i n s How s tranne 
s h e looked yes terday ufternoou w h e n 
s h e said Are you sure there is iiutb> 
l n g here for m e ' ' " 

"Yes, I saw It. H a n n a h . " said the old j 
m a n j 

"And you know I asked after t h e , 
baby." cont inued h i s wife arid she 
sa id not very well 1 thank you but i 
It will be better t o - m o r r o w ' " 

"And what of that. H a n n a h ' " he ask­
ed 

"Oh. nothlnjj? " s h e replied "only the 
Words and the way wtru. k me. and she 
put her hand over her heart an If It 
hurl her. though I've neeii her do t h a t 
dozens of tlme-s for aught I know " 

CYCLE RACING EXPENSIVE 

"Poor t h i n g ' " sa id the old p o s t m a s ­
ter 

Rap. rap. r a p ' 
The w inds were whisper ing so f t ly 

a m o n g the l i l a c s In front of Maggie 
Aust in 's w indow T h e stare were u p In 
t h e sky. and the m o o n looked d o w n 
w i t h pale. Bad face u p o n the little l a m e 
postmaster , a s he s tood at Maggie A u s ­
t in ' s door 

Rap. rap r a p ! But there came no 
answer 

"It can't be she's a s l e e p " thought the 
old man 

Ah but Maggie w a s as leep ' H e a v ­
en forgive h e r ' for thiwe who s loep 
t h u s never w a k e aga in Life had o>>en 
t o o w e a r y ' Oh. Maggie , wi th y o u r 
dead baby c lasped upon your brpast! 
Oh. Maggie. If you had hoped but o n e 
day m o r e ! 

"Any letter for m e to -day?" 
I t was H u g h Aust in who asked t h e 

quest ion 
" s t range h a n d w r i t i n g — h a ' my o w n 

letter, and t w o l o c k s of bright ha i r . 
W h a t c a n it m e a n * " 

Hugh A u s t i n ' s face was very pale as 
he read, in the handwri t ing of the p o s t ­
master: 

"Take back your let ter—it rame t o o 
l a t e ; t h e y both are dpad. Heaven f o r ­
g i v e y o u ! your negl igence ki l led t h e m . 
H e r e Is a l o c k of your wife 's a n d 
baby's hair. They are buried In o n e 
grave. H e a v e n forg ive y o u ! Oh. if 
y o u r letter h a d c o m e one day sooner , 
or If Maggie h a d but hoped a n d w a i t e d 
o n e day m o r e ! " 

MagnetWni In Surgery. 
N o t h i n g s e e m s t o o wonderful for 

modern s u r g e r y . T h e X-ray has c l ear ­
ed up m y s t e r i e s that appeared to be 
beyond man's skill to solve, and n o w 
t h e magnet c o m e s to its aid. " T h e 
Li terary Diges t" g i v e s us an a c c o u n t 
of a succes s fu l case of magnet ic s u r ­
gery , as f o l l ows : 

"A y o u n g l a u n d r e s s thrust a b r o k e n 
needle i n t o h e r right hand whi l e w a s h ­
i n g . T h e need le d i sappeared in t h e 
flesh, a n d t h e surgeon w h o w a s con-* 
sui ted severa l days after the acc ident , 
refused t o perform a n operat ion, fear-» 
i n g lest he shou ld b e obl iged t o m a k e 
a large n u m b e r of i n c i s i o n s amid t h e 
l i g a m e n t s . T h e g i r l l o s t t h e u s e of 
h e r r ight hand, and t h e least m o v e m e n t 
caused h e r e x q u i s i t e pain. D e t e r m i n e d 
t o ex tract t h e needle w i t h t h e a id of 
a m a g n e t , t h e y chose a very feeb le e l e c ­
t r o - m a g n e t But a difficulty a r o s e ; 
t h e need le h a v i n g e n t e r e d po in t first, 
i t would h a v e to b e drawn out b a c k ­
ward, t h e broken p a r t in advance . T h e 
first trial l a s t e d t w o hours w i thout re­
s u l t Before the t h i r d trial the g ir l 
s a i d she felt a pr icking in the p a l m of 
t h e h a n d n e a r the place t h e n e e d l e 
o u g h t t o appear. A t the n i n t h s i t t i n g , 
finally, i n t w e n t y h o u r s after the first 
tr ial , t h e n e e d l e appeared , fixed i t ­
s e l f to Che p o l e of t h e e l e c t r o - m a g n e t , 
a n d c a m e out who le , broken end first, 
w i t h o u t pain o r l o s s of blood. 

T h e "STiree Aamoelattoaa W i l l - H a v e to 
T a k e Ln N e a r l y $500 ,000 . 

Much speculat ion Is being indulged 
in by the press of t h e country upon, not 
the prospect ive profits, but the p r o s ­
pec t ive e x p e n s e s of t h e three c y c l i n g 
rac ing as soc ia t ions promot ing t h e 
sport for the season o f 1898. 

T w o hundred t h o u s a n d dol lars m i g h t 
not cover the e x p e n s e , as t w o hundred 
pacemakers , all told, wi l l be under r e g ­
ular e m p l o y m e n t al an a v e r a g e sa lary 
of $50 a m o n t h for s ix months . T h i s 
a lone la a n e x p e n s e of $60,000. O n e 
hundred p a c e m a k e r s wil l travel pret ty 
general ly all t h e s e a s o n . Their a v e r ­
age e x p e n s e wil l f oo t $100 a m o n t h 
each. Th i s adds $10,000. The o n e 
hundred pacemakers w h o do not trave l 
will necess i ta te an e x p e n s e of $60 per 
m o u t h , and will add $5,000 more. T h e 
paceniaklng m a c h i n e wil l cost all t o l d 
not less than $12,000 for five o u t n t a 
T w e l v e midd le -d i s tance men will re ­
ceive a salary of about $12,000, a l ­
t h o u g h this flgnre m a y be more t h a n 
this by a great a m o u n t . Ten tra iners 
for s ix months will add $6,000 e x p e n s e . 
This Is $105,000, and to this the t o t a l 
value of the purses m u s t be added. 

It is est imated that s ix ty m i d d l e - d i s ­
tance races will be run, for which the 
average purse will be $2,500. T h e 
p u i s e s will then a m o u n t to $150,000, 
b u n g i n g the grand total .to $:5J.0O0 
and this does not f igure the e x p e n s e s 
of the tracks, their maintenance , s a l - i 
arles of the m a n a g e r s and c a r e t a k e r s I 
of the tra. ka and Interest on the i n -
\ e s t m e n t . all of which would probably 
bring the figure to, we l l , over the h a l f 
mi l l ion 

There is one i-ome back to the rac ing 
team manager, n a m e l y , a sharing in 
the w i n n i n g s of his s tar r iders in re­
turn for the expenses ajad trainers w i t h 
expense* and for t h e ba lance of t h e 
expen.-.e m.d his profit he must look to 
the M I I . I ' » of hio meet s . The makers 
are i u i > d upon for a s l ight sum, for 
that is ail they will s tand, and t h i s 
t e d u . e s the expense s o m e w h a t . T h e 
a.tsiM iatini.M lo i int u p o n successes or 
the> would nut t>e g o i n g Into It. T h e r e 
Is still another e x p e n s e to add, t h a t 
is i'rei>uritiK the t e a m s for their s e a ­
son » work and th i s Is not l i g h t 
other ,-i|n-i sr» might be added to u n -
iin.'ii-d rtii..'-iii!s that a l w a y s come up . 
t'it the il.uve figures probabJy c o v e r 

I i e . i l ' v j | . 

•No-irl I.. A. W . Hrbrmr . 
I'.'e-.;... nt pi.tter i loes not t»eem i n 

the le.i»t :i,» .Hied to favor the L. A W 
re .ed . : .g from the p o s i t i o n It has t a k e n 
In attem;.".rig to s tart a p u r c h a s i n g 
department through which l e a g u e 
members, . a n buy b i cyc l e s at a d i s ­
count St« reiary Wardrop of the N a ­
tional Hoard of Trade of Cycle Ma.nu-
f j o . i r e r s »;:gK'-sts t h a t t h e trade w i l l 
taki a firm stand and oppose t h e 
»i heme The f e e l m g a m o n g local re ­
tai lers of bl. yi lea Is part icularly b i t ­
ter, and It Is probable that they m a y 
all begin a campaign a g a i n s t t h e l e a g u e 
If it ins i s t s on go ing Into the bicycle 
bus ines s The prospect does not alajrn 
the l eague a d m i n i s t r a t i o n any. P r e s i ­
dent Potter seems to be of the o p i n i o n 
that the league can g e t a long w i t h o u t 
trade help. 

C Y C L I N G N O T E S . 

T h e K i n g o f Servta has just p r e s e n t ­
ed to thef B r i t i s h M u s e u m a beaut i fu l ly 
e x e c u t e d fac - s iml le of an anc ient a n d 
I l luminated m a n u s c r i p t of the Gospe l s 
s a i d to b e the work of o n e Gregor ius , a 
n o t e d S e r v i a n scribe w h o l i v e d in t h e 
twe l f th c e n t u r y , a n d w h o s e decora t ive 
borders a e a m o n g t h e finest e x a m p l e s 
of ea ly i l l u m i n a t i o n s e x t e n t 

'A woman always believes a statement 
until ahe aeara a contradictory oaev 

Litt le Michael Is t o visit Prance a t 
the cloMe of the present seaaon In t h i s 
country , a e o n ding t o a fr^ench c y c l e 
paper. 

Cycl ing. In moderat ion , wil l not h a v e 
a bad effect on a weak heart , but v i o ­
lent riding will often produce h e a r t 
disease . 

A W i s c o n s i n paper descr ibes a five-
mi le cyc le path that w a s bui l t for * 5 0 
a mile. It Is s ix feet wide and s a i d 
to be never muddy. 

There are about 6f>0 c y c l e m a n u f a c ­
turers In Eng land , and It is c o m p u t e d 
that they are turning out no l e s s t h a n 
2.050 different brands of w h e e l s . 

If your foot s l ips o n your pedals t r y 
a l i t t le powdered res in on the sole o f 
the shoe . Bet ter s t i l l , endeavor t o 
Improve your a n k l e a c t i o n in peda l ­
l ing. 

The new High S c h o o l bui lding i n 
I>etrolt has been fitted wi th a r e g u l a r 
cycle room large e n o u g h to c o n t a i n 
300 whee ls . Many o f t h e pupi l s r i d e 
a cons iderable d i s t a n c e to the ir l e s ­
sons. 

"There wil l be so m u c h cyc le rac ing , 
and It will be s o e x p e n s i v e t o c a r r y 
on th i s year," s a y s a n o ld hand at t h e 
game, "that it is probab le n o n e of t h e 
racing assoc ia t ions w i l l m a k e m o n e y . " 

Henry E. Ducker. m a n a g e r of t h e 
Charles River Track, B o s t o n , says h e 
wil l spend $26,000 for r a c i n g ta lent t h i s 
year. He Intends to m a i n t a i n t h i r t y -
s i x pac ing m a c h i n e s o n t h e Grand C i r ­
cuit . 

B e w a r e of " b a r g a i n s " in b i c y c l e s . 
Often h a s an i g n o r a n t w o u l d - b e c y c l i s t 
purchased a w o r t h l e s s m a o h i n e a t a 
l ow figure wi thout a s c e r t a i n i n g i t s 
mer i t s , chiefly b e c a u s e i t "looked a l l 
r i g h t -

It l o o k s a s t h o u g h t h e m i l e record 
wi l l g o under th i s y e a r . A number o f 
r iders have a n n o u n c e d their d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n to a t tempt t o lower it , a m o n g 
the n u m b e r be ing B a l d , Cooper, M i ­
chael , Gardiner, MeDufBe a n d MLaj. 
Tay lor . 

Charles Daubert i s a W e s t e r n w h e e l ­
m a n w h o h a s a l ong record of c e n t u r y 
rides . H e s a y s h i s s o l e m o t i v e i n 
m a k i n g these is for t h e cen tury b a r s . 
T h e bars a l ready w o n h e h a s m a d e 
in to a bracelet for h i s swee thear t , a n d 
h e is now r id ing t o o b t a i n bars t o 
m a k e her a belt. 

Ind ianapo l i s h a s s e t t l e d t h e t r a c k 
ques t ion for the n a t i o n a l m e e t by p l a n ­
n i n g for a n oval less t h a n three m i l e s 
from t h e center of t h e c i ty , and a c ­
c e s s i b l e by four car l i n e s . T h e t r a c k 
wi l l be a third of a m i l e , w i th s e a t i n g 
capac i ty for 20,000 p e r s o n s . T h e s t o c k 
c o m p a n y Is capi ta l ized at $20;0O0. 

T H E CHAINLESS WHEEL. 

I t s P o p u l a r S u c c e s s SttU ax H a t t e r o f 
D o u b t . 

The c h a l n l e s s b icyc le has been o n the 
m a r k e t now for severa l m o n t h s a n d 
t h e r e i s variety e n o u g h in the m a k e s 
o f w h e e l s to g i v e qu i te a cho ice , but 
t h e r e h a s not been w h a t m i g h t h o n ­
e s t l y b e called a rush for that s t y l e 
o f wheel . T h o s e who have t h o r o u g h ­
l y tested the cha ln l e s s whee l s are pro­
n o u n c e d in their favor a s compared 
w i t h t h e cha in whee l s , but few of t h e m 
c a n s e e from $50 to $75 more va lue 
i n the new o v e r the old form of geer-
i n g . 

If t h e cha ln l e s s w h e e l s were l i s ted at 
| 7 5 , t h e y m i g h t go off a s rapidly a s 
t h e old w h e e l s and if they were priced 
a t $50 t h e d o o m of the cha in whee l 
w o u l d probably h a v e been sea led ere 
t h i s , but at $125 t h e people do not s eem 
t o hunger for the new mounts . T h e 
g r e a t e s t v a l u e ever put in to a b icyc le 
Is now offered for $75 and to Induce 
a n y w i d e a w a k e cycl ist to pay a l m o s t 
d o u b l e that amount of money for a 
b i c y c l e the whee l must be both novel 
avnd m e r i t o r i o u s to a degree far above 
t h o s e n o w offered by the leading A m e r ­
i c a n makers . 

It Is l ike ly that h a v i n g invested a 
g r e a t a m o u n t of capital in mach inery 
i n produc ing c h a l n l e s s bicycles that 
t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s will In as short a 
t i m e as poss ib le meet the demand for a 
c h a l n l e s s wheel at a price that is wi th­
i n the reach of t h e m a s s e s and at 
w h i c h It haa been proved that cha in 
w h e e l s can be sold. W h e n th i s Is 
d o n e It is l ikely that cha ln l e s s whee l s 
w i l l be the only o n e s ridden by the 
u p - t o - d a t e cyc lers . And that t h i s s ta te 
o f affairs is apt to be brought about 
s h o r t l y is ev idenced by the rapid de­
c l i n e In prices of cha in whee l s which 
h a s t a k e n place w i t b l n the last t w o 
y e a r s . 

CHAMPION BIDBB Or i E U K i . 

New I n p a c e d T a n d e m R e c o r d , 
W. F Sager and E S w a n b r o u g h , 

b o t h of I>enver. recent ly broke all un­
packed t a n d e m records from e l e v e n 
m i l e s t o t w e n t y - s i x mi l e s . Inc lus ive , 
a n d a l s o the unpaced record for o n e 
h o u r They rode on the new board 
q u a r t e r - m i l e track. W. L. Doty , a 
m e m b e r of t h e L. A W. rac ing board, 
ac ted a s referee. The t w o riders are 
u n d e r a contrac t wi th the N a t i o n a l Cy­
c l e Track A s s o c i a t i o n to ride dur ing 
t h e season . The t ime for the v a r i o u s 
d i s t a n c e s w a s as fo l lows: 

Miles. Time-
E l e v e n 24:34 3-5 
T w e l v e 26:48 2-5 
T h i r t e e n 29:04 
F o u r t e e n 31 18 4-5 
F i f t e e n 33 :332 -5 
S i x t e e n 35:49 2-5 
S e v e n t e e n 38:04 
E i g h t e e n 40:19 
N i n e t e e n 42:35 
T w e n t y 44:53 
T w e n t y - o n e 47:09 
T w e n t y - t w o 49:26 
T w e n t y - t h r e e 51:42 
T w e n t y - f o u r 53:58 
T w e n t y - f i v e 56:11 
T w e n t y - s i x 58:23 

T h e d i s t a n c e for o n e hour w a s 26 
m i l e s 1,292 yards . The last quarter 
m i l e w a s made in 30 seconds . 

M i c h a e l ' s S p u n k . 
D i s t r u s t h a s been b r o u g h t about 

t h r o u g h the e m p t y c h a l l e n g e s i s sued by 
t h e r a c i n g m e n and which h a v e s e l d o m 
c o m e t o a n y t h i n g subs tant ia l . T h e r e 
c a n be n o d i s trus t occas ioned by t h e 
m a n n e r of m a k i n g m a t c h e s f o l l o w e d 
b y J i m m y Michael . Michael t a k e s o n 
s i x races a g a i n s t e i ther o n e o r s i x 
m e n , w i t h o u t k n o w i n g w h o t h e m e n 
m a y be, and h e r ides under an a g r e e -
m e n t h a t h e wil l m a k e $15,000 in t h e 
s i x c o n t e s t s . H i s percentage o f t h e 
g a t e rece ip t s m a y be more , and, if s o , 
h e w i n s ; if l e s s , h e w i n s , o w i n g t o t h e 
g u a r a n t e e , a n d t h e r e i s n o l o o p h o l e 
l e f t by w h i c h he m a y lose . N o c h a l ­
l e n g e s w i l l h a v e t o be Issued, no c h a l ­
l e n g e s accepted In c l o s i n g for t h e s e 
r a c e s , a n d t h e en t i re m a t t e r i s a b u s i ­
n e s s propos i t ion , pure a n d s i m p l e , 
b r o u g h t about in a b u s i n e s s - l i k e w a y . 

C u r l o u a E « e e t o f H a r d Cyeltng- . 
A cur ious effect of hard c y c l i n g i s 

reported from France . Out of the l a s t 
b a t c h o f conscr ip t s n o fewer than 
e i g h t w e l l - k n o w n cyc l i s t s , s o m e o f 
t h e m e n j o y i n g E u r o p e a n renown, w e r e 
rejected a s p h y s i c a l l y Incapable of do ­
i n g d u t y In t h e ranks . H y p e r t r o p h y 
a n d o t h e r d i s e a s e s of the heart w e r e 
t h e ch ie f causes of these re jec t ions , 
w h i c h o c c a s i o n e d profound a s t o n i s h ­
m e n t t o the candidates t h e m s e l v e s . 
O n e w o u l d h a v e t h o u g h t that s u c h 
w r e c k s o f a th le t i c h u m a n i t y m i g h t a t 
i l l e v e n t s have been ut i l ized a s m i l i ­
t a r y cyc l i s t s , who are not u n k n o w n i n 
t h e F r e n c h army . 
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