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wox}ldn’t we?"
“Wish 1 was there,” was the reply.
“80 do I; but we'll bave some fun
ourselves, see if we don't.”
Tying up the combined treasure lv

ered.

Higher and higher the stream rom
and then bprat into a glittering showes
of colored stars that fell swiftly intc
nothinghness.
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now and them, but conveying with| Charlie’s sweaty back at the Jephei musing,
fair snceess the gist of the miratulout| eabin and fell, nervonsly sobblog| “If ‘twasn't twenty miles ont on the ttory*
adventures. It was “Alice in Wonder | into Lettie’s welcoming arms. praivie, ©'d think it was & Fourth of Great mﬁﬁn bl
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chessmen and rabbits untl the rude{ on th’ bed upstairs ail the time.” found the cbin deserted and they . of peace which ended the war of 181
room seemed & veritable garden and| “Charlle was so slow—see what 1] drove the weary horses on i the di- ,tlie burghers of the quaiut old Dut
Lettte and herself fairies possessed| got—they’s lots of rockets,” and Rutl] rection of the display. city determined to give: an exteriain.
of delightful powvers. let tall an unwisldly bundle of fire | “Here we are!” called a cheery  ment in honor of the Hindsters. . They
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J were not yet ewml_’ lll symnm m the fD naon. Ee doubted some- tool.. cotlld h‘m" be mmedo "?‘ tpjﬂ 6 % .tl’ R
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(By Charles Moreau Harger.)

“'Twould be awful mean not te
give us any celebratin’, wouldn’t it
Lettie?”

“Well, you know Farmer Jenks say
the lawsuit I8 set fer to-morrow, aun’}
*spect we've got ter stand it."

“I'm sorry I come out here—an' |}
wouldn't {f that teacher hadn't talked
#0 nice ter me.”

“There's lots o' nice grass an' things
Iike that,” suggested Ruth, looking uj
from her dishwashing.

“But there ain’t no trees—it's jusi
prairie, prairle, fer as we kin see.”

“Mebbe that’s < better’'n havin' st
many buildin’s you can’t see at sll
like it 1= in th' city.”

The two walfs “from the great mq
tropolis who had ‘found 4 home wi

morning, the dawn of the day :on}

which the childrés had bean

tomed to paraded, music, “Blewarii
and excitement, Mr. and Mze -Fenli
drove saway acrofs the plain toward
the county seat, & score of mnm dis

tant.

The morning pa&ssed slowly. Onon;

they thought they -heard the booming
ef Independence Day camnon, but i
was only the guns of some- buntery|
who were bagging the whirring pnl
rie chicken 2 mile away.

After dinnér they wentrto thefr om
little room in the upper floor of the
settler’s tiny cadin and lounged on the
rude bed. They seemed so. insignifi
cant {n the midst of the great expans
of prairie that they could not berr t
look out of the window and dom
dowustairs

“0On, it's lonesome, Lettie,” and
Ruth buried her tm tn a pillow, sob|

_ bing. :

“Why do we have so hard s timi

in the world?” replied. thy othép, as
suming the alr of an: exporlbnccli

" womsn, that sat m u h: u-rub

-

her handkerchief. Ruth put on 8
buge sunhonnet, amnd going to the sod-
walled stable tovk out the extra farm
horse to ride on Rer errand.

“I'll be back In a little while, don™?
be dcared,” she counseled. and gal
loped away, her petite figure making
an odd appearance as it bobbed up
and down on the lumbering animal's
back. ¢

Ruth did not notice how near sun-
get it was, nor dtd she stop to think
that a trip of five miles and back on
Old Charlie was m considerable jour
tiey.

The storekeeper gaw the strange
pair stop in front of the lonely geb-
eral merchandise siore jJust as the
last sunrays bad died from the un.
shaded windows. «
~hvhad been & dull day for him—no
caljers except the wall carrier early

mastét and merchant.

+"Yes, ¥vé got gome fireworks left,”
sald he in afswer: to the visitor's
guoery. “Folk# &t boughbt much this
year ‘cause th' whest's goin' ter be
about a faflure. You kin bave ‘em
cheap.” T L

“Rockets? Lots of 'em. They're
some I got two years ago £n’ yoti ¢an
have the-lot fer iifty cents.”

With critical eve Ruth selected her
purchagses, and when the last cent
was expended hurried to her horse,
not waiting to answer.the merchant’s.
good-natured guestions as to her name
and destination. ’
*“Mighty oppish” he thought as she
rode away. “One of them New York
walts thai Jenks took, I reckon
Théy're queer onss. [ wouldn't have]
sach harum-scaram young ones
around,” sand he went back bahlnd the;
couuter.

at the latgness of the hour, and s
shie gallopéc homewnrd her fear In»
creised. & tall sunflowers * wers

The fact W’&l. Rath was trlghtened :
~ tmif fig te . the
- Farm

The appearance of an army before
them could pot have astonished the
claim-jumpers more. The horses
alarmed at the appearsnce, begani o
snort and rear. The men's volces 4
they attempted to gquiet them were
hieb and quavering.

Then to the west it broke ‘forth,
this strange bombardment. One, two,
three, a dozen balls of 1light came oul
ot the tail grass and fell not £ar from
the teams, which enorted and reared
still more and were eager to escape,

The next rocket took a lower coursg
and seemed aimed directly at the In-
terlopers. Its shower of flamepearly
were scattered I thelr very faces and
the men instinctively dodged to 'es
cape the ball. Meanwhile bunches of
fire were roiling -throagh the air Iv
thelr direction from the west, and the

only &' package of firecFickern?) rfda
farther soxfth-ﬁtl!nth Had chuiged 1
cation, the B ¢ht ucti%mf YHAt s
was—increass Sy,
“The place is bowlw!md; let’i leavc
1t called one of the meh, - .
The othier did not Endwer, but 28
Just’ then & rvocket ex;s!bc ‘wltﬁm ¥
dozen feet of his ho

the terfified antmaly, 4 Mﬁ; &
tempts on his part te coniro!

leaped forward and on A .xTuD
northward, he, perforce,:led .the e
traat.

SBtreaming lghts

musketry ‘followed them as ‘wit

ut

Had their ears béep'’ miure sty
attuned they ‘might have cxught l
eoiind also of jeering -laughten  for
revealed by the light of the tampest.

B | siditatiohim :
Bt Row an m!tntn ah(m thtt !i
was & busfnely matier® .-«

fong time bought all of
1 ter’s shoss at Wemzmc; an
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Toke 'd xffont: fe
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and cmeknnl -

tributes this secount. of the-dlscom |
hope of thought of remtninj thty hed, | fitute >

yet, vhm ﬁn&n in s case

the nlrtm viﬂm fﬁu

known as the tongue is tastoried by
one eind to tho front of the foundativh

80 that the points of the ‘wheel. when
turned will strike agaiust it, causing
it to vibrate sharply. The wheel may
be revolved by & simple crank hap-
dle, or it can be
with the hasnd,

plodmg firewaorks, and it the "cwk!er’"x

other side will think that handveds of
ﬁrecrzckm are belng exploded.:
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