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['1 . tng principally obtained from the div-
- wure, di4 not enable the court to form

- ship wag practically intact, and sank

-after the destrnetion of the forward
- part.

. totward part of the ship are, how
'.mmm bx m muw S

FINDINGS OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY up, &ft and oveF to port. 'I’ho ‘main

WHICH THE PRESIDENT HAS
SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS.

Capiain Sigsbee and the Other Maine O

cers E:oaonwd—mmwm"“| This was, in t& ,7 m@ﬂlﬁm
Board the Battleship—The Explosion eanged by the partis
Was Caused by s Mine, Which Also Xz~ or moye of the

pleded Two of the Ship's W.
In re explosien, U. 8. 8. Maine,

Before a Court of Inquiry, Key West, &hip, from a point glevap aod one-haif

Fla.
U. 8. 8. Iowa, First Rate,
Key West, F'la.,, Monday, Mar. 21, 1898

After full and mature consideration ‘60 as to be now about four fest above
of all the testimony before it, the

Court finds as follows:

L That the United States battle ship ; Would have been had the ship sunk un-

Maine arrived in the harbor of Ha-

is bent into a reversed shape, tho aftar
vana, Cuba, on the twenty-fifth of .
Janz’ary ;‘:’%us and was t.:ken wdiguos | wing of which, about fifteen feet broad

No. 4, in from five and a half to six »
tathoms of water, oy the regular Gov- frame 17 to frame 25) is doubled back

ernment pilet.

The United States Consul General at the same plating extending fo

;‘;zagggzaguégﬁw*ee::nm‘ orlL;;mu?: en in two, .and the fiat keel bent into

intended arrival of the Maine.

2. The state of diseipline on board
X t below the
the M.ine wes e4cellent, and all orders break is now about six fee

wat d about thirt
and regulations in regard to the care ::ertfa;;ogfe llt:.: nor;:'alm:msitlon. v
and safety of the ship were strictly car

ried o, .

All emmunition was stowed in ac-
cordance with preacribed instructions,

and proper care was taken whenevel
ammunition
was stowed In any one of the maga-
tines or shell rooms which was not per-
mitted to be stowed there.
The magazines and shell rooms were
slways locked after having been open-
ed, and after the destruction of the
Maine the keys were found in then
proper places in the Captain’'s cabia
everything having been reported «e-
care that evening at 8 p. m.
The temperature of the magazines
and thell rooms were taken daily and
reported. The oaly magzsine which
bad an undue amount of heat was the
after ten-lnch magaszine, apd that did
80t explode at the time the Malne was
destroyed.
‘The torpedo heade were all stowed in
the after part of the ship, under the
wapd room, and neither caused nor par
ticipated In the destruction of the
Maine,
‘The dry gun cotton primers and de-
topators were stowed in the cabin aft
and remote from the scene of the ex-
plosion.
Waste was carefully looked after op
board the Maine to avoid dauger.
Special org’erp in regard to "u;.ia M,d
been given the comm.l.nﬂlnx
Varnishes, dryers, aleohol and othe:
combustibles of this pature wepe
stowed on or above the main deck and
could not heve had anything to do
with the desiruction of the Maine. The
medical stores were stowed aft updes
the ward room and remote from thg
scene of the explosioy. dapgerous
stores of any Xkind were l.toweﬁ belam
in my of the other storerooms.’ Thy
cof punkers were inspected dally. Q.
those bunkers QJacent to the forwgrd
magazines and &hell rooms four were
empty, namely, 'BB B4, Bb57, P
“4 5" had beeu in use that day and
“A 8" was full of new river co Thie
coal had beep carefully mspecped belors
recefv. on board. The bunoker in
which it was stowed was accesgiple
on three sldes at all times, and the

fourth side at this time on account of { Havana fn 1872 and egain in 1878. He

bunkers “B 4" and “B 6” being empty.
This bunker “A 6" had been {nspected
that dey.

By the engineer officer on duty. The
fire alarms ifn the bunkers were In
working order, and there had never
been 8 case of spontaneous combustion
of coal on board the Maine. The two
after boilers of the ship were tn use
at the time of the digaster, but for aux-
iijary purposes, with a comparativery
low pressure of steam. and being tend-
ed by a reliavle watch. These bollers
could not have caused the explosion
of the ship.

The four forward boilers have since
been found by the divers and are in 8
fair condition. On the night of the de-
struction of the Malne, everything had
been reported secure for the njght. at
8 p. m., by reliable persons, through
the proper anthorities to the command- 3
ing officer. At the time the Maing wag
destroyed, the ship was quiet and there-
fore least llable to accident caused by}
movements from those on board.

Condition of thy Wreck.

8. The destraction of th e Qconr
rod at 9: 40? m. on th Z oy oi
Pebrusty, 1698, inﬂwharboro “Ha- |
vana, Cuba, she being at the time

4

tivored to the same buoy to which she |~

had been taken upon her arrival,

There weére two explosions of a dis-
tinctly different character, with a very
short but distinct interval betwaen
them, and the forward part of the shig
was lifted to ¢ marked degree at the
time of the firet: explosion. The firat
explosfon was more in the nature of a
roport, ilke that of & gun, while the
second oxplosion was more open and
prolonged, and of
socond explosion was, in the opinfon
of the court, caused by the partial ex-
plosion of two or more of the forward
wagazines of the Maine.

4. The evidence bearing upon this be-

a8 definite conctusion as to the condl-
tion eof the wreck although it was es.
tablished that thé after part of the

in that condition a very few minutes

The roliowing tnnt: ln regard to ﬂn

THE WAIVE REPORT.

was handled. Nothing

ter volume. Thie{and

gprd to stowage A
: nhmbiut to

protective dock which ¢-”
ahouttmmwtofrme

deck from about frams 30 to frame 41
wss bhlown up aft, and slightly over to
starboard, folling the forward part of
the middle ‘supersiructure over and on |
top of the after part.

cahin.
Regarding the ﬂectm

the Maine. Maine, Capt. Sigshoe sal

5. At frame 17 the onter shell of the

feet from the middle g e ship and
six re8t above the keél when in its|
normal position, has been forced up

the surtace of the water; therefore,
about thirty-four feet above where it

ment.
fnjured. The outside bottom plating

and thirty-two feet in length (from

upon itsel! against the continuation of
At frame 18 the vertical keel is brok-

an angle similar to the angle formed

by the outside bottem plating. This | Marlx.

In the opimion of this court this ef-
fect could have been produced only by
the explosion of a mine situated under
the bottom of the ship at about frame
18, and somewhat on the port side of
the ship.

6. The court finda that the loss of the
Maine on the occasion named was not
in any respect due to fault or negli-
gence on the part of any of the officers
or members of the crew of sajd vessel.

7. In the opinion of the court, the
Maine was destroyed by the explosion

rival.

Captatn, . 8 N,

on the Malfie ev
Commander In Chief of the U. S. Naval ery day fro

forcep on the Nogth Atlgptic Station,

Captaim Sigsbes’s Testimony.
1 Wasahingtonn, D. C.—Captain Sigsbee, in
testitying before the Court of Inguiry,
which convened in the harbor of gg-
vana Monday, FFeb. 21, said that hp-as-
sumed command of the Mains on April
10, 1897, and that his ship arrived in

deal of the dlgm:.

and, gecording to his unnem&ndlns.
wp; one pf the regular buoy,p of the
place.
He then stated that he hpd been in
could not sgy whether the Maine was
placed in the usual berth for men-of-
war, but safid that he had heard re-
marks since the explosion, using Capt.
Stevens, temporarily in command of
the Ward line steamer, City of Wash-
ington, as anthority for the statement
that he had never known in ali his ex-
perience, Which covered visits to Ma-
vapa for five or six years, a man-of-
war to be anchored at that puoy; that
he had rarely known merchant ves-
sels to be anchored there, apd that it
was the least-used bugy in thé harbgr.
Ih describing the surroundings when
first moored to his buoy Capt. Sigs-
bee stated that the Spanish iman-of-
war Alphonso XII was mogred to the
position now oceupled by the Fern,
about 250 yards to the northward and
westward of the Maine. The man
ship Ghiesenap was apchored a.t. the
herth now occupled by the Spanish
f- Segaspe, which is about
&W rglw;l\xe north from the Mé‘fye.
He then located the G@rman man-pf-
war Charlotte, which came into the
. {hb 8 day or latgr which
q‘bgw J the éfoﬂthwurg of ihe.
“ﬁa.lnes i)e#h about tour or five htn-

board and to port.

side bent down.

affirmatively. The beam

met at right angles; one

board.
searchlight,
of the sbarbogm

915

the torward end bent 1

ed backward upon itself, '
Enginesr Bowers T

Pasged Assistant

iii mribing the surroundings at the

time of the exploaion Gapt. Sigsbee

still. ;l‘ho Alphouso was at the %)
same b Tn,e 1 Span;sh Hp
spatch ‘lma Segaape ad come out n?ff? the b

day before and taken the berth occn‘

pied by the German man-of-war the 3;" :; md‘?”& %ey
Gnjeegnau, which had left. The steam. | 2P0 ’9 GOYa.

er Cliy of Wasbington was anchored
about two hundred yards to the south
east of the Maipg's stern, slightly
n the port gurarter. .
The Maine coaled at Key West, tak.
ing on about 150 tons, the coal being
regularly inspected and taken from the
Government coal pile. This coal was
placed generally in the forward bunk- |
ars. No report was received from the
chief engineer that any coal had been
too long in the bunkers and that the
Gre alarms in the bunkers were sensi-
tive.
In so far as tho regulations regard,
ing inflammablee and paints on board
Capt. Bigsbes tontified that the regula-
tions were strictly carried out in re-
thiat the wiste also .
mm aupo-

"The E:oal in bumi

peeqt 8

- Hoor leading from. the

very materially noticed.

baniked snd were Jn Sw!
3 b #&%
w !!MS!

mmmm@mm&
Aa:orthnqmo-itmatmﬂmp,i
bles, they were stowed In chams, ‘se-]
-cording to regulstions, and. when Iu-; iy 1
flammables ware.in the excems of; a1
amwmeym;uommmm*m
in the bathroom of the Mmm:

ant of m g
thet thm
was no seriona gronndiig nor sudden |
flaring up of the lighta hefore tl;e oX=
Plosion, but a sudden and total eclipss,
As for regulations affecting the taks
ing of temperiture of the 'meagasite
and %o on, Sigsbes said there were no
apecial regulations othar than the wansl
reguiations requived by the -depurt-

General Fitzhugh Las’s thun.v.
Consul General Fiighugh Les ap-
peared hefore the court on March 18.

His testimony related to the offfcial
formalities preceding the Maine's ar-

for friendly purpose, as nlnimnd.

rival of the Fern and during & great

The protective deck under the cou-

oing towgr supports was bent in two. N
directfons, the plates on the starboprd | £Eodn

side belng bent up and on the Dot

Inal positions, Ensign ?oweuon re

broken and pushed from port

A plece of the aidp plating Just m
R”s@' :

This p!af,e was bent o
ngw"ga and gql : { talnly the

dor Bmvm,
gemior assigiant to the £hiet, wasbx-1

smingd parisalatly 8. 1o e presan:| B
stated that the night was calm and “mé“%m*’”!%gﬁw

km every day 1
u the case of the bunke:gs thq!

the day heforp the expiopion.
15, he aau;“

ored élthsr in Nortolk

port News. There waa about forty tons} o

of it, ang it was soft conl. The bunk. ﬁﬁ
ers immediately after were om:

A8 to-the condition of the after botl:
ors, bo mald. they wars szv

He examined the tempersture hlm-
aelt and conversed with the ordnance
officer 2a to the various tammmm s To uss wovm oxp;uxx " !\t
and the enntents of the magasines, and, hlp 31 Qn ‘
according to the opinion of this officer,
as well as Sigsbee, the temperature | tound & lot of graie bars down thera:
was never at the danger podnt,

“l do not tnink there was any laxity
in this direction,” said the Captain ip
reply to & question o! Judge Advocate{

On Jan. 24 he received a message
from the State Department saying that
the Maine would be zent to Ha.vann
on a friendly vislt 10 resums the’ Tg-.
alar status of naval relations between:
the two countries, and ne was onﬁem
sles. After a call at the Palaca he TpOm, mjg ¥
the State Department a cipher mﬂ:g x ’ﬂf A 8. " m ?'h’ 3

to make arrangements at the Palrce .
tor the interchange ot,pmcw courm-

l‘nreplyhouquauont,oten 09 ;

e wid tht pert of ene hiel ok
nt 0 0 K

of the after smaokestixek hl'z Yeoit:
&l pppearances complately destroysd;]
Thsoonmm'e:lnln & podition |
opposite the doory iseding to the super-|
structurs aft and to starboary, fnglined

were completely wrecked, while fix.

on an pilot o by "Lg" tures in the same position on the star- mﬁ& {;m;‘?:"“‘m ;
cha‘p&g.ln gt '3 ;;ogm o;:mag ?ov%;-w ] me board aide were in some cases simost | reply, oouobed il l'mgumg, Y M :
gho :‘;s oft the mmz on the B mtaot. ths Spanish Governmapteannal WY’%W

The port bulkhead between the main
and berth decks at the conning tower
support had been blown aft on.both| sud
gfdes, but a great deal more on the.
port than the starboard side,
The fire room hatch immedutaly

abaft of the conning toweér had been mmsghuozmnsgnwihm Wm’b
blown in three dimntion; aft, to m

In reply to an inquiry as to whether B
ke meant with referance to thoir :d

suppotilug | 3
the protective deck n Pew inches S.Saf%.
of the armored tube, to port of the
wmidship line wes bent up to the star-| .
board of the midship lue, - 1 med
Just forward of the conning tower S

underneath the main deck two beams

beam wap

ony,

g peep 49
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A grating was found on the
poap awning just forward 9f the Alter

a'}fb@:.

:6p-fach lodge room was kept” cl?sedw
Agked his ogin!on as to what e ptd
neat gemerated in a bunker wh!ch
become Yighted by spontancous com« - the Lim:
oustion in the bottom would have itpon | i

‘the upper part of the bottom and thej®
| oulkkheads, Mr. Bowers, said it- mtd be :

cmm-m m»mmm&luux. T
Chis? Gunher’s Nate Olssa of the U. |
8 8. Jowa, told nimmﬁm ‘heeh sent § T
to. Hayans for the pusposs of doing] of
diving duty ihg mh m m&m*
mﬁoﬂ !ou '

“Olweh told- hw on m et dmz L.
he went over the forward part of the

l&iﬂ.
“I found the mteck ;ﬂ blawed ug, i

The second timeé he went -down he
went further forward, and there lo-]
cated a lot of 10-dnch shalls. Forward

of the plating below the water lins,

been pushed out io. starhoard.’”” . . -
The unarmored gratings of 1he ene] shan arers Ty

trom the hottom on the siatboard Quar-| x mis
ter at & point Abgut 6pnuit.e #hb‘ﬁ." P
capstan agd about seventy -fest

uhma slde.
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“This plating below-the water Hns hab mem Do finlabet Yorn yoar. .}

“The Volusteers ave R0y msts dasgwit

gine room hateh mrc blown . off, - & ooming 8011“{&# &“mmm om0
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of a submarine ming, which caused the | saying: 221d theye werp 74 a!ﬁﬁ s 1- W ‘ Mn%mm
partial exploslon of two or more of her | “Authorities profeas to think mg plaks. On ﬂ:‘ p} aciks v b‘ﬁ tht phal of'l' u&%:ﬂﬁ&& WM@
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®. 'Yhe cofrt has been unable to ob- | sending the ship. Say it will obstruct: ang ok thidk. ”m ﬁﬁtm Asdintie, *,“Q. -
tain evidence fixing the responsibility autoromy and produce a3citement, ‘;nd 1-"'“&? Com, W&‘Qﬂﬂ”‘; W " m _ N
for the destruction of the Malne upon 32“ tpmp,,hg g dm;?&'?:um ¥k Lhut.-doiummdur m"b&l’f? ‘W m : W .
any person OT Dersons. t it pot oy
Tetamet) W T SAMPSON, lnatrucﬁ%m from Madud.” mﬁ; wright testified that the reguistioas uy:

President. | is unimportant.” ' "' ;:l%d’m:p P p ¢
A. MARIX, Lieutenant Commander. | It was 100 iate, however; the Maine Ef" 5 !2: m' ;
U. 8. N., Judge Advocate. had already safled. Bhs Arrived mext s takin' w0 ,'!?‘d ‘f’”*’ miok m *
i U. 8. Flagshlp, New York, the State Q’mm&?‘- \ vosE 1‘&‘;; e Aaret Sa e wh ? ;
Off Key Weat, Fla., March 25, 1898. Kanign Powalson's Tetmmy, m "g%‘, Y , S i
The proceedings and findings of the 589 w. V. k’ Ppycuon A called | panted. - ﬁ N oo VRKOOOTE: .
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