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MORE IMPORTANT STILL

Closer examination and study of
the proposed codification and revision
of the consolidated school law of the
state ehows that its promoters seek to
do more than merely put back Bible
reading in the schools. They seek to

" practically set up a state religion.
p- . - + Seotion §, subdivision 2, provides
- 2 that the public schools shall furnish
: instruction in the Epglish language in
the following subjects: ‘‘Good morals;
o " and for that purpose the Bible may he
.+ read either as a part of the school ex-
" - ercises or otherwise. Such reading
_fnsy be from any version but must be
. . withont note or comment. Instruc.
_ " ‘tion under this subdivision shall also
1" " be given from such other books or in
-~ such other manner as the superin-

o
& -7 tendent may presoribe.””

Let us analyze this provision. The

. ) state is to instruot the pupils of publie
»- ... schools in good morals; in other words,
.- - thestate'is to -usurp parental rights
3" . without ssking parental permission.
n To this endthe Bible is to be read In
. - the schools. This raises the question
e of seothrianism that our non-Catholio
% - . . friends are always lugging into any
. and all discussions of the school ques-

‘- d4jon. They believe that the Bible is
the one and only guide to salvation,

e
e

S " “.". and that it is to be interpreted and be-
. 3 Be.. ' .. leved as each individual judgment
R dictates. Catholics do not believe this
i ;; g way. Hence it is lugging in a secta-

n o "rian issue to require the Bible to be

resd in the schuols where children of
all faiths are supposed to gatlier. As

_, we remarked last week, who is to de-
" -gide whether theselections are to be
Y from the Douay or the King James
. versions of the Old or New Tests-

 ments? Who is to select the passages
to be read?

Whoever drafted the bill must have
figured on hoodwinking persons into
. approval of the bill by inserting the

" words: *Such reading must be with-

;; out note or comment.”’ This sounds
" . weyy pretty, but it will deceive no in-
.- telligent person or blind his eyes to
_the astounding proposition contained
“in the Ieatclause—the section quoted
at the beginning of this article.  If
t oyel were enacted into law what is

- . "' \pmiy
e -

“puablic ‘instruction prescribing that
w gogﬂ morals”” shall be taught by
s teachers from the Westminster
ghism, even though the paremts
liptist, Methodist or other denom-
tional pupils should protest until
k5 the face? . Did any one ever
npudent proposition ora
;;lfsfempt to make one
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THE LODGE BILL
Oune of the principal arguments ad-
vanced by Senator Lodge in favor of
his immigration bill is that if we had
no foreigners we would hawve no illit-
erates. Of course the argument is as
fallacious as that advanced by the
worshippers of the public school fetish
—-that education prevents cnme. We
all know that there are as many edu-
cated ciiminalsin state prison us there
are uneducated ones, while the well:
educated scoundrel is the worst of all.

A Buffalo paper has furnished sta-
tistical and irrefutable denial of Sena-
tor Lodge's contentions. It has made
a close analysis of the population in
the several states of the Union with
reference w the question of illiteracy.

Sume of the lubles compiled by vur
contemporary are particularly signifi-
cant. It appears that in North Da.
kota the native and foreign pupula-
tions bear these proportions to each
other: Foreign population, 44.58; na-
tive population, 55.42. The percent-
ageof white illiterates to the whole
population is 5.8.  In South Dakota
27.69 of the population are foreign
born, while the percentage of white
illiteracy is 4.1

Turping to two southern states
where the foreigner is not su tamiliar
a figure, we find that in South Caro-
lina 99.46 per cent. of the white pop-
ulation are natives, and the percent-
age of white illiteracy is 17.9. *In
North Carolina only .23 par cent. of
the white population are foreigners,
while 98.7 nrenatives The white il-
literacy in the latter state reaches 23
per cent. of the whole population !

These citations prove conclusively
that Benator Henry Cabot Ludge is
either a bigot or & fool. Our readers
can make their own choice.

A8 10 - ROMAN"

‘“Church Progress’”” of 8t. Louis
has been leading a orusade agninst the
use of the term 'Roman’’ as a prefix
in describing the Catbolic church,
holding that is merely 6 geographical
appellation, and a8 much of an insult
as the vulgar expression ‘* Romish.”
Rev. Austin Dowling, editor of the
Providence ¢ ‘Visitor,”’ takes g differ-
ent view of the matter.  He insists
that ‘* Roman” is a synonym of
unity. "It is,” he ssys, ‘‘another
word for the “one’ holy Catholic church
which is found in the creed of Con-
stantinople. It calls to mind the Ro-
man See—the See the head of the
church —whenever it is mentioned,
and at u time when sectarianism is
rampant, when divisions are taking
place everywhere, it seems to be a
particulaily desirable name whereby
to describe that venerable church
which has an eye for the wide world.”’
“Dr. Dowling insists that now is
not the time to drop the word when it
conveys so much.

AN INSULT

It is an inault to the 13,000,000 of
Catholies in the United States to ques-
tion their loyalty to the Stars and
Etripes or to ask where they will be
found in the event of a war with
8pain. History tells where they will
all be—in the van of the battle, fight-
ing for their native land or the land of
their adoption. They will take up
arms as promptly and fight as val-
iantly as any other class of citizens
No more and no less. The question of
religion, or the fact that Spain is a so-
called Catholic country will not enter
into the case.

8till, we hope and trust there will
be no war.

8aid the Boston <‘Herald:’’ ‘“Tim
Healy once observed of Mr. Balfour,
who is now sabgtituting for Premier
Salisbury, that if the Irish people
hated the devil halfso much as they
hated thisman, the priests would have
a sinecure.”” The Boston ¢¢Repub-
lic’” corrects thus: ‘It was not Mr.
‘Tim’ Healey, but the late Father
Healy of Little Bray, who perpetrated
the *mot’ quoted. The latter's hu-
mor was more refined than that of the
peppery member for North Louth.”’

One Rov. Scott F'. Hershey,a Pres-
byterian parson, recently said that to
Protestantism we are indebted for all
our social, eduieational and industrial
1;;5gres&. Bo? Protestantism gave
usdivoree. Italso is responsible for

| indidelity, godtles publio schools, ete:,
-+ {ott, Really we have causs to be

1 for Protestaatism, to bosire.
o ‘/ ) R ;

The Brooklyn ¢ Citizen'’ gives this
pen picture of Bishop Burke of Al-
bany: **A man with a vast amount of
cheeripess and energy is the impres-
sion that he makes on the casual stran-
ger. Heis inthe early fifties, short
in stature, rotund aod rosy cheeked,
with a merrv twinkle in hiseye for a
good joke, ur the gentleness and sym-
pathy of a womsn for the soul in sor-
row. To the world he is an alert, able
executive chief of a great organization,
with the perfection of detail in his
kuowledge ot all the affairs of the Al
bany diocese. It isa familiar sight
to come upon the bishop in his walks
abroad surrounded by children. The
sight of him is as potent as the pipes
of the Pied Piper to draw all the chil-
drew in the neighborbood  after him,
and there is scarcely a child in the en-
tire Albany diocese who does not
know his face and look eagerly for his
smile of recognition.”’

Archbishop Elder is of the opinion
that from # moral standpoint, the
greatest need of our time is the
reformation of the daily press. Here
is what he gays: ‘-It is not for me to
judge the motives nor the intentions
of the proprietors and managers, but
we canpot help seeing and deploring
the fact that our daily papers, instead
of being a meansto instruct and ele-
vate the people, have degenerated into
a sewer; gathering all that is ‘most
shameless in honor and most filthy in
morals, and pouring it outin a huge
stream  of corruption that flows
through all our streets andinto our
factories and shops, and almost all the
dwelling houses of our city."’

Ina recent interview the distin-
guished Oxford linguist, Max Muller,
i8 reported as saying: ‘‘ I have always
heid that it would be a miserable uni-
verse without universal punishment.
Every act, good or evil, mast carry
its consequences, and the fact thatour
punishment will go forever
seems to be proot of the everlasting
love of God.  For an evil deed w go

unpunished would be to destroy the
moral order of the universe '’

oan

One by one the erstwhile A. P. A.
strongholds are dropping the cellar
goug.  lu the recent proviscal elec-
tions the ‘‘Patrons’’ who represent
Protestant Protective association—the
Canadian counterpart of the A. P. A.
—were routed at every puint, and
even the secular press rejoices at their
downfall, while the Canadian Catho-
lic papers are exultant over the defeat
of the short-lived bigoted association
Rev. Justin D. Fulton should take
a rest in some convenient and secluded
sanitarium. He has solemnly assured
the public that there are 700,000
American Catholics drilling in Spain
in the event of war !

Hugh Hastings is making us be-
lieve that there is really some history
conneoted with the Empirestate. It
looks as though no mistake was made
when the legislature created the office
of state historian.

The New York ‘“Times’’ speaks of
“‘our headless state department.” Un-
charitable language, certainly, but
unfortunately it is more than half
true.

Peculiar, is it not, that a son of the
great Edison has been dropped from
the freshman class of the Yale Scien-
tific school because of his failure to
maintain the required standing in his
classes?

A Kansas paper has reached the
conclusion that Captain Sigsbee, of
the Maine, would never be s populist,
because he does not talk enough.

It would be a peculiar turn of af-
fairs did the Cuban difficulty lead the
United States to an alliance with Great
Britain.

TELEPHONE 3141,

Subscribers and patrons will please
notice that our telephone number has
been changed. We have put in a long
distance metallic cireuit *phone, and
our number hsreafter will be 8141,
instead of 1366, When you need
anything in our line call us up.

. Sandjour job prmtmg to this office.

THE GOSPELS

GOSPEL: 8t. John viii. 46-59.—
At that time, Jesus said to the malti-
tude of the Jews: ** Which of yon
shall convinee Me of gin? If I say the
truth to Hyou, why do you not believe
‘Me? He that is of God heareth the
words of €God. Therefore you hear
them not, because you are not of God.
The Jews therefore answered and said
to Him: Do not we say well that Thou
art 2 Sumaritan, and hast a devil ?
Jesus answered: I have not a devil;
but I hovor My Father, and vou have
dishonored Me. But I seek not My
own glory: there is One that seeketh
and judgeth Amen, amen, [say to
you: If any man keep My word, he
shall not see death forever. The Jews
therefore said: Now we know that
Thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead,
and the prophets: and Thou sayest: If
any man keep My word he shall not
taste death furever. Artthou greater
than our futher Abraham, who is dead?
Aund the prophets are dead. Whom
dost Thou make Thyselt? Jesus an-
swered: If I glorify Myself, My glory
is nothing- It is My Father that
glorifieth Me, of Whom you say that
He is your God, and you have not
known Him; but I know Him,
and if I shall say that [ know
Him not I shall be like to you,
a liar. But I do know Him, and do
keep His word. Abraham your father
rejoiced that he might see My day; he
saw it, and was glad. The Jews
therefore said to Him: Thou art not
yet fifty vears old, and hast Thou seen
Abraham? Jesus said tv them. Amen,
amen, Isayto you, before Abraham
was made, I am. They took upstones
therefore to cast at Him: but Jesus
hid Himself and went out of the tem-
ple.”

Insulted and calumniated as a
schismatic, an apostate, and ove pos-
sessed by a devil, Christ could, like
Elias, have called fire from heaven to
destroy His enemies, but He preferred
to give us an exdmple of divine pa-
tience and meekness, and refrained
from saying any more to them than
what the glory of God required. The
charity of Jesus toward His enemies
was seen on this occasion in all its
greatness, and it teaches us how we
should act when assailed by calumny
and abuse.

Woeokly Ohurch Oalendar

Sunday. March 27—~Fifth Sunday in Lent—
Passion Sunday. — Epuwet. Heb. ix. 11-15;
John wili 46-¢9

Monday. 28 —st
sor,

luesday. 29g—>t. juhn Damascene, confes.
sor and Doutorof the Church (March 23

Wednesday. jo— Feria.

Thursday, 31 —Feria.

Friday. Apnl! 1—Seven Dolors of the
B.vV M

Saturday, 2—>St. Fran s of Pauls, con.
fessor

THE FORTY HOURS'

March 27—FEast Bloomfield, Stan-
ley, Bpencerport, Holy Rosary.

ADORATION-

Neotghborly Advice.

‘“ My little sister and myself were
suffering from a blood disorder, and
we broke out all over our body in
small blotches. A neighbor recom-
mended Hood's Sarsaparilla and we
began taking it. In a short time the
sores were all healed and we felt very
much better.”’—Franklin A. Wood,
Bovina Center, N. Y.

A Hint from the Klondike.

Joseph Ladue, the famous trapper
and miner and the present owner of
Dawson City, and for many years the
agent of the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany gives & hint to persons going to
Alaska, and pays a great compliment
to a well known article. He writes:

‘1 have always used the Royal
Baking Powder in Alaska and the
Northwest Territory, as no other gave
equal satisfaction in that harsh cli.
mate. I also found my customers al-
ways insisted on having that brand.”’

Try Our Lehigh Valley Coal.

Wise buyers buy good coal from
Jacob 8. Haight. Yard and office
West avenue, city line. 'Phone,
594-A. Postoffice, Lincoln park.

Low Ratea to Klondike.

Don’t forget that the rates via the
Nickel Plate road to Seattle, Tacoma,
Dyea and Klondike region are just as
low as via any other line. Don’t
make arrangements to go a lopg, round-
about route when you can take the
shortest, quickest and best road in the
world, the Nickel Plate, at the lowest
rates. If your nearest ticket agent
cannot give you all information and
the lowest rates, call on or address F.
J. Moore, General Agent, Nickel
Plate road, 23 Exchange street, Buf-
falo, N. Y. 156-ap30

The Fashionable Dresser

Has reached the standard only when
crowned with a celebrated Dunlap hat.
We are sole agents. Call and ex-
‘amine.

MzeNe & BHAFER.

~ Send your J:b prmtmg to this of-

fice—best work and lowest rates.
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Joha Capistran. coales-

Rigney’s Millinery House.
146 West Main St ’ Cor. N. Washington St.

Call now and avoid the Easter rush. Our styles are right, and our well-
koown low prices make this the place at which to place yous order.
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