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HIS HOLINESS AT
THE AGE OF 88.

Pope Leo, XIII,

Born Marech 2,

1810,

Coronated Mareh 3, 1878.

Bls holiness Pope Leo XINI is a far
moure powerful and important person-
ags tnan some of Europe's kings
«ad queens, He wields great power
and is in a position in a crisis to affect
the destinies of nationa.

Pope L.eo XII11 is the church title of
Vincennzo Gloachimo Peccd. He is now
Y3 years old, having been bornm on
saarch 32, 1810, at Carpineto, in the dio-

maintained by the presence of the im-
perial troops of France at Rome. The
country was afilame with national and
revelutionary passion. The unity of
lualy had become the cry of all who
called themselves Itallan patriots,
Then the war between France and
Prussia broke out, and the troops of
Prusala were victorlious. The armed
forces of France at Rome were with-
drawn, and Victor Emmanuel ocoupled
Rome with his troopa. It was only a
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cese of Anagul. He is descended from
the celedrated Cola 41 Riengi, who was
“the lamst of the Roman iritbunes.” His
father was Count Peccl and his mother
Anpy Prosper! Hia eariy education
was begun under the (utelage of the
Jesuils at Viterbo and conunued at
Rouic. 1ie took the highest honors that
could be awarded hiin in mathematical
vcience and chemistry, und at the age
of 1. wrote In Latin beautlful prose and
vease 1t was on Dec. 23, 1830, when
Leu was 20 years old, that he entered
the pricsthood. QGregory X VI appoint.
vd him apostolic delcegaie successively
at Benewvento, Perugia and Spoleto. He
early manifested grea! executive and
adi. alstrative abllity., which was first
abown  In & crusade he organized
agalinat brigandage. Nuncto in Brus.
sels, with the title of archbishop of
Dar. .. tt;a, was his next pogt. Cardinal
Pecu became cardinal chamberlain in
18577. I the following year he suc-
sweeded Plus IX in the papal chair.

‘The pope's life has been one long
roend «f v sk and prayer, broken only
uvec ast .y by short periods of rest
vn the =dvice of his physician. The
atnount of his labor is almost beyond
cunception.

e has been philanthropist, states-
man, dip tomatist and theologian. When
rations have become embroiled, he has
nvaiiably offered his servlces as an
mtermediary.

When X.e0 entered upon his pontifical
‘areer, the affairs of the church were
n & sadly muddled condition. In Eng-
‘and, Italy and other countries many
wfriendly observers had reached the
tontlusiom that with the death of Pius

the end of the popes had been
reached. Not since the first Napoleon
teld Plus VII a prisoner in France wasg
there iwthing like so sertous a time
for the success of St. Peater. °

For years previor to 1870 the pope’s
temyporal possessions had only been

few years after these stirring times
that Leo was elected to the papacy.
Leo was & marked contrast to his
predecessor. Plus was a man of peace
and bent al1 his energles to doing good
works among those about him, but he
found he was posveriess to maoke any
headway against the stream that was
then sweeping almost the very founda-
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IX, he was vitusily dm:m\ mm an
abreurity in which he had heen buried
for more than §2 yeirs &8 bishop of
Perugia, His nole previoua personal !
acquaintance with public affatrs out-
side of Italy had bean made dwmring &

brief experience in 2arly lfe as papal.
nuncio at Brussels. It was & posjtion
in which a young and Xeen 'sighiecg
diplomatist—=for auch the nuncio wamy,
not onty by office, but by his whelg ¢ st

of mind—could learn much. King Leo-

poid's realm was & center of liberal.
politics and of modern literatwre and

science. What the nunclo then learnedd
he continued to study in books and to
put into practice in the aflairs of his
bishopric. He Kept himself in point of
knowledge abreast of the latest Ruro-

pean advances, His growing repuia-
tion commended h*m to Pius X, who
in the year before his death appointed
the bishop of Perugia, then a cardinal,
to the high position of cardinel cham-
berlsin of the Roman church, an office
rrom w hich he stepped in & few months
into the papacy itsell

+ Throuagh the greater part of the pon-
tificate of Pius IX, during the revolu-
tions which had altered the face of
Europe, had deprived the papal power
of its temporal possessions, had united
Traly and made Rome its capital, the
papacy had been steadlly declining In
authority and influence, Many sup-'
posed that its end wow smpprosching.

Few werg prepared for the remarkable
revival which haos falllwed, This re-
vival has been due cntixely to the
charaoter and actlon of Leo XIIL. The
attitude of sullen insolence tn which
the papal see had remalned for more
than 20 years was suddenly changed to
one of kindly and courtaous inter-

course, Non-Catholls governments,
such as Russia, Germany and Switzer-

land, whose Iaws had presmed severely
upon thelr Catholic subjects were as-
sured of the anxlous desire of the pope
to come to friendly terms mnd to make .
use of his {nfluence for the benelit of
order and harmony throughout their
states. The encyclical Ratters and
all other utterances of the pope
breathed and oontipued to breathe
sentiments of good will to all, and his
remonstrances Aagainst object!oxta.blt
lawa were always couched in terme of
kindly reasoning, calling Lor equally
courtcous argumentative replies. The
result of this friendly dln!om'.oy sa0h
made iteelf felt.

The first Important steps that wers |
taken related to what ware known as
the Falk laws of Germany, ths lawa by
w hich Bismarck, through hia able min-

bring al! the local tribunals and twith
taem the bishopa, priests and other of-
ficials of the Cathollo chixrzch in the
empftre a3 complstely under the control
of his government as were those of the
established Lutheran church. Asczinst
this violmtion of the long estsbiished
rights of his church the pope annealed
it & temperate and friondly lette- to
the Emperor Willintm, whowss femlings
on the suabject <were not whally \n uni-
son with those of his domineering
chancellor. The "empirors personal
sentiments, the pasxive remistance of:
the Cathollc bishops and prilests, who
went to prison rather than obey the
new laws, with the agitatton arnong
the Catholle German laity, proved ef-o
fectunl, Falk resigned, and his legin
lation dlsappel.red with him. The re-
ligious confliict, having been -oarried on

i

T

i

READING THE NEWSPAPERS,

tions of his church from under him.
Leo took the reins of government with
& firm hand, and under his guidance
the Roman Catholic church has made
great strides and acquired great power.

The pecullar eminence to which Leo
X111 has attained has in it something
of the nature of a surprise. When in
February, 1878, Cardinal Vincenzo 3ioa-
chimo Pecci was elected to succeed Pius
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.| the etiquette of the hlera.rehy.

‘ mestic attaches, the decanl or sénjors, |
| the sediario, or carriers, the bxusoimﬂ,

{ of the cape and sword, d nwmero, 4

o the mthm

"sengers, the collectors and otlvera, Of
1 these assistants there are no lem tmm
' 500. A grade higher are to be found 110

without personal snimosity, wes fole
lowed by & firm religioans pescs,. :

LEO*SDAILY LIFE |5

The daity lite of the Dope ims invazis- |

bly the same. e tises early. Bunriss |

' dlvcrnion u

;:m:m. mm m m om
most perfect seclumion whils te fooks:
out upon -one of the mont magnifoent
par ramns that-the world affords. Bes!
nesth bis eyex spresds the entive oy

of Rome, beyond s the wanderfu) -uai.
‘ley of tha Tibap and Hmmt lhxisa
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Whin the pﬂiqvnhl: 4 1
to take mdﬁyoumm tm»
bee Is seated in s chglr that is borne by

two carriess by maans of poles that #xs |

-tand front and back wary much on the |
principle of the French sadun, - He ix ]
-preceded by two Bwiss Ralberdies snd |
Ltwo members of the Nobls guard, Two {Jo
‘Bwiss guards follow imiedistely bhe~
hind.. As ‘the little procssslon passes
through the antechambars the soldiscs.
bend their kneés upon, the ground ams!
present arms,

When the garden u m::h!d. thi
pope staps into his oxrriage, sccoiipu-
nied by his secretary, the Nobles sur--
rounding - the vehicle on . horsebkok,
While he is in the garden admlultm p
refused to every one eise, and the wally’
are guarded by an increamed .
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sae time . there odn bu 0o wm
tht thie pope’s physleal
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#ationa! stories widoh elroubmted wasts
o Al et et
tau’n to prevent the polilfeml wortd
m becoming . woquainted . with o&u
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sentinels .statloned st ‘regular dis-} . -
‘tances. The ride consiinies an hour, } -

.and despite the ingenuity of tie ookchx +
10, Snust nl nev §
| censity, alvuy:‘ pass thiough. the

man {o-yary. the route
madu, vlew thie same ruing
s horison,

Detmto £ht

prlnelpt.l Tooms of the p
go through the gallelex of
no della Pigns, thnneé to the
and from that in 2B
museym, pa.at tgue

returning, b&twgm At
am: hig slesta on the

sces him prepaved for the dutdes of the] -

dey, o day that he dévotes tor writing, |

reading, didving, study snd praijer, Heé

is an omnivorous' veader of £he booh;

from the Vatican ibrazry,

The personnel syirounding the paps te:

in the Vatican f8 varled ahd exténsive,
It iz numerous, and ££ has &tiriburton
that are complicated snd wnllmited. |
There {8 & ccremony prevallfng mere
difffcult to understand than thatof any |
other court in Kurope, and it & doubis
ful if any one ndt brought up fx the gt
mosphete of the place itielf win ever
becomie famillar with the myltorln ot

First there are the - immecﬁaté do-‘

the clerks, the mace beavers, the mei.

lonorable carriers of the eaype and
asword, 4 cornmanders of the carriers of
the cape and sword, 230 exalted knigkts|

‘commanders of the di numery and

{1 finally 4 giand commanders of the hon- | de

orable carriers of the cape and sword
participantl. - These lutter are amogg |
umn nobitlity::

Leo XIH gaen o bed;

a preiam abd Andl reue e
chambye” watch while hig Ieéga"
valet hecame quite cal

na PRNCONED. .

Tl;e m:aar pggsom e;ammeti ﬁuﬂn&
“ebening ..
room. are two Sisters of Merey, ‘u

valet de chambre and & prelate who

‘an fntiviete friend. In the aasrﬁme“ﬁg ’
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snd night to-the pupal W”‘

servant &.allowed in_ hig private spaite § giis

ments.
{5 are the only onsaa who msy entexe
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